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A broad mass movement is de

veloping- throughout the world a-
gainst the N-bomb, that new wea
pon of mass extermination, which
is claimed to be -"humane** and
-clean* by its inventors and by
those Pentagon circles who are out
to restore the atmosphere of -cold
war* and the arms race. Progress
ive and democratic youth of all the
continents have already voiced their
condemnation of this new weapon
and US imperialism’s intention to

NO TO
THE NEUTRON

BOMB!

start mass production of it. At the
beginning of this year, the partici
pants in the European Youth and
Student Conference on Disarma
ment, i.e. the delegates of a wide
cross-section of organizations of dif
ferent political, ideological, philoso
phical and religious tendencies
meeting in Budapest, stressed the
danger that the N bomb represents
for detente and world peace.

The 10th Assembly of member
organizations of the World Federa
tion of Democratic Youth held in
Berlin, capital of the GDR — as the
supreme forum of the Federation
— also had its say on this issue.
Nowadays — when the youth and
peoples all over the world are
waging an ever more conscious
struggle for peace, detente, coopera
tion, social progress and general
and complete disarmament — it is
but logical that WFDY should
launch from Berlin an Appeal to
the youth of the world to condemn

the N-bomb and prevent its produc
tion.

We, editors of the international
youth magazine published by
WFDY, are of the opinion that the
world youth press also has — as a
vital task — to contribute to the
world campaign launched by youth,
by all progressive forces against
this new nuclear threat. We shall
— within our modest limits —
make our fullest contribution alert
ing the public to the dangers that
this new weapon of mass extermina
tion represents for mankind and the
future of mankind — the youth.

This is why we ask WORLD
YOUTH readers to let us have their
opinions and ideas concerning the
devilish plans to add this new
horrifying weapon to the arsenal
of imperialism. Readers’ opinions
will be published in the magazine.

We also call on democratic youth
organizations and editorial boards
publishing for youth to send us all
materials they have already pu
blished or plan to publish in protest
against the neutron bomb: articles,
posters, drawings or graphics on
this new danger threatening the
whole of mankind. We will ensure
the widest possible coverage to
your views and demands. If together
we all say NO TO THE NEUTRON
BOMB! — we shall multiply the
strength of a broad world move
ment that will stay the hand of
the criminals and prevent the poli
tical detente that has developed
these past years from being under
mined.

Write now! Your contributions
will become part of the common
treasure of all progressive forces
fighting for a lasting peace, for
detente, for general and complete
disarmament, for social progress.
Let us spare no effort to warn pu
blic opinion, to strengthen the anti
imperialist conscience of youth, to
save our common future!

Write to WORLD YOUTH, now,
the next issue is already yours!
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more about the host
of the 11th World
of Youth and
Socialist Cuba.
order now for

In this issue we start pu
blication of a series of views
of picturesque Cuba, most of
which will be available either
in postcard series or big size
full-colour posters. This will
be another contribution by
World Youth enabling readers
to learn
country
Festival
ents —
in your
lovely full-colour photos to
decorate the
room or for
cards of Cuba
friends. For
equivalent you will receive a
set of 4 posters or 12 post
cards. The choice is yours!



Interview

with Ernesto Ottone
Fernandez,

the new President
of WFDY

QUESTION: The WFDY Assembly
unanimously and enthusiastically
elected the CY of Chile and you
personally as President of the Fed
eration. What do you think of this
trust shown by the member organ
izations?

ANSWER: The confidence and ap
preciation manifested towards us by
all member organizations which el
ected us as President of WFDY is a
great encouragement and at the
same time a great responsibility for
us, young Chilean Communists.

It is a great encouragement since
in this decision we see another dis
play of confidence and solidarity
with the struggle waged by the
whole Chilean people and youth
together with democratic forces a-
gainst fascism, for democracy and
freedom, a struggle which — be
cause of its antecedents and devel
opment — has become a universal
symbol of the democratic and anti
imperialist commitment of youth.

We also see in our election a
reaffirmation of the deeply univer
sal character of the Federation, its
growth and extension to all geo
graphic latitudes of the globe, its
staunch solidarity in support of all
peoples and youth struggling for
their national independence, dem
ocracy and social progress.

And finally it is an appreciation
of the permanent effort that our
organization has always made to
perform its duties in the field of
international solidarity, its work to
help the general tasks of the inter
national youth movement, its striv
ings for unity and a broader un
derstanding of the objectives shared
by the overwhelming majority of
young people today.

Taking into account the develop
ment of the international situation

Ernesto Ottone Fernandez, the new WFDY president thanks delegates for their
enthusiastic applause

and the strengthening of the role
and reputation of WFDY, we see
our task as a great responsibility.
And to fulfil it we — as the Chilean
Communist Youth Union — will
do our best to be worthy of this
great confidence that has been
placed in us.

QUESTION: How do you see your
tasks as WFDY President?

ANSWER: In regard to our tasks
as WFDY President, we would like
to say first of all how highly we
esteem the way our predecessors,
the Italian Communist Youth Fed
eration, carried out this respon
sibility for 28 years. Their work
was characterized by a great politic
al ability and a united will which
contributed greatly to the develop
ment, extension and strengthening
of WFDY in the course of all these
years.

For our part, we shall do our best
— in close cooperation with all 

members of the Bureau — to effec
tively implement the decisions of
the 10th Assembly.

We feel that the President should
in the first place play an active role
in boosting WFDY activities, he
should help to reach agreement and
interpret the wide range of joint
decisions and actions of our Feder
ation, he should be an important
factor for promoting and develop
ing cooperation with other youth
forces in the international field, and
finally he should be an active fac
tor for the development and im
provement of the working methods
of WFDY and see to it that it keeps
pace with the development of the
international situation and the re
quirements of the youth movement.
It is clear that this task cannot be
carried out single, by one organiza
tion, and even less so by one per
son, so it is a question of playing
an active role in a task which —
to be carried out successfully — 

1



should rely on the constant support
of all WFDY organizations.

QUESTION; How do you see the
future of the Federation in the ■
light of the decisions adopted at the
10th Assembly? How important will
the Assembly be for the further
development of WFDY, to enable
it to solve the problems of the in
ternational youth movement, to al
ways find the best answers and
solutions to the questions emerging
every day in the world and in the
first place in the struggle of the
young generation?

ANSWER: On the basis of the
outcome of the 10th WFDY Assem
bly our view of its future is by all
means optimistic.

In our opinion the 10th Assembly
has been very important since in
its discussions and decisions it went
far beyond the normal statutory
scope.

The 10th Assembly reaffirmed the
character of WFDY, confirmed its
strengthening and growing impor
tance as a factor of common action
in the democratic and anti-imperial
ist orientation of millions of youth
the world over.

The Assembly highlighted the his
toric, irreplaceable role of the Fed
eration, its action linked with each
and every struggle of youth in these
33 years, its effective contribution
to the struggle and democratic unity
of several generations, its growing
influence and consistent action.

Moreover, it analysed the fact
that — as a direct consequence of
the positive changes in the inter
national situation and with its own
growth, new challenges, new re
quirements and possibilities have
emerged; this is why the Assembly
sought to improve and extend the
programme of action of WFDY, to
further improve its democratic life,
to remove shortcomings and broaden
its composition. All this has been
done in a positive atmosphere of
unity and willingness to seek agree
ment, as reflected in the main do
cuments of the Assembly and in
the programme of action.

At the 10th Assembly — as has
been foreseen — a large number
of new organizations of different
orientations became members of the
Federation, a fact which reflects its
viability, its growing representation
and the wide prospects for its fur
ther strengthening.

QUESTION: What are the basic
and most urgent orientations of the 

work to be done after the Assem
bly? How does WFDY contribute
to succesful preparations for the
11th Festival?

ANSWER: In the programme of
action of the 10th Assembly, which
is an inspiring, long-term document
containing the main orientations in
different fields where WFDY pur
sues its activities, I would like to
point out three basic directions on
which we focus our attention. They
are linked with:

— Strengthening and develop
ment of joint actions of democratic
forces in their struggle for peace
and disarmament;

— Development of international
solidarity, especially solidarity with
the peoples of southern Africa, with
the Arab peoples and the Arab peo
ple of Palestine, with the Chilean
people as well as in support of all
peoples struggling against imperial
ism, fascism, colonialism, neo-colon-
ialism, racism and apartheid;

— Struggle of the youth of the
world for its rights and aspirations.

Along with these basic orienta
tions there are other topics of major
importance, such as struggle for a
new international economic order.

The most urgent tasks are of
course connected with the latest
development in the international
situation.

So, today, stepping up the world
campaign against the Neutron
Bomb is — due to its seriousness
— of great importance to us, as well
as the successful holding of the Day
of Action of European Youth and
Students for Disarmament.

Besides, such matters as the Is
raeli aggression on South Lebanon
made necessary a rapid campaign of
denunciation and political, moral
and material support to the people
of Palestine and the Lebanese dem
ocratic forces.

In a broader sense the big task of
the period following the 10th As
sembly is the ongoing preparations
for the 11th World Festival of
Youth and Students to be held in
Havana, Cuba. We are concentrat
ing our efforts on this, supporting
national initiatives, promoting the
ideas of the Festival and contribut
ing politically and materially to its
preparation.

WFDY’s participation in the
preparation of the World Festival
of Youth and Students has always
been very important and now —
as always — WFDY will draw upon
all its experience and strength to
contribute in a many-sided manner
to the full success of the Festival.

I. S.

W
ORLD YOUTH: At the 10th
Assembly the FGCI did not
stand again for the post of
WFDY president. Could you

tell us the reasons for this decision
by the Italian Communist Youth
Federation?

P. Lapiccirella: The reasons for
this were made known for the first
time at the WFDY Executive Com
mittee Meeting in November 1976,
then in the speech of FGCI nation
al secretary Da Lerna, from the
rostrum of this Assembly. First of
all, we thought that after 28 years
as holder of the post of president
it was time to hand over the office
to someone else. This does not mean
in any way that we thought we no
longer had the strength to continue
doing this job. It is obvious that no
organization can fill a post of such
importance and prestige as the
WFDY presidency for so long with
out the risk of contributing in one
way or another to the, so to say,
«fossilization» of the organization
itself, since some of the posts of
responsibility in the Federation have
become hereditary. Therefore, in
calling for a more open nature of
WFDY we meant greater efforts for
an opening up to realities, for a new
capacity to understand what is go
ing on in the world, for a lesser
tendency to repeat everything that
has already been done in the past,
that is to say, we thought in this
framework that our move to resign
from the presidency could be a use
ful thing. At the same time we
wanted to reiterate that this does
not mean in any way that we are
cutting down our commitment with
in WFDY. On the contrary, it is a
matter of continuing our commit
ment in diverse forms, though we
want to do it more freely, as the
post of WFDY president demands
continuous efforts to interpret all
the different stands of the member
organizations, whereas another post
inside the Bureau of the Federation
— one also calling for a sense of
responsibility, an ability to compre
hend — permits of more unilateral
aspects. This means we shall keep
up our commitment within WFDY
and we are happy that we have
been able to step down from the
presidency, with the help of all oth
er organizations, without giving rise
to anything in the way of a scan
dal. After the first manifestations
of concern, our decision was under
stood as a normal thing, even a cor
rect move.

WORLD YOUTH: You were Pres
ident of WFDY in a period full of
great events of major international
significance for the whole of man
kind, and not only for the youth
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Piero Lapiccirella, outgoing president
of the Federation at the 10th Assem
bly opening session
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Interview
with Piero Lapiccirella,
outgoing President
of the World Federation
of Democratic Youth

i i

the elements that make this youth
organization one of the highest es
teemed international organizations
in the world.

Then there were big internation
al events which will remain imprinted
in my memory for ever. In the first
place the victory of Vietnam — and
here I must say that the political
experience of our youth is closely
linked with the solidarity campaign
in support of Vietnam — then the
collapse of fascism in Portugal and
Greece and Spain, the end of the
Portuguese colonial empire in Afri
ca, an so on. On the other hand, set
backs for the workers’ and progres
sive movements, as in the case of
Chile, but also the commitment and
mobilization of all democratic youth
to isolate the dictatorship and con
tribute by means of solidarity to the
overthrow of fascism in Chile.

WORLD YOUTH: All these years,
all these experiences, what did they
bring to you personally?

P. Lapiccirella: I think they help
ed me first of all to see the, world
from different viewpoints, or rather,
to understand that the world is seen
from different viewpoints. They
helped me, so to say, to adjust my
bearings at a given moment, to look
at everything from a broader per
spective where different forces are
acting and interacting than those
that one can see within the narro
wer limits of a single country. This
means that I will be able to observe
events in my country in more plac
id way, singling out more easily the
more significant features of an is
sue and dropping the less signifi
cant ones. So, I’ve become calmer,
cooler and maybe even wiser.

movement. How did you see this in
teresting and important period at
the head of the Bureau?

P. Lapiccirella: Yes, it was - a pe
riod of major, events. For me, per
sonally, it meant a whole range of
experiences, a life time of expe
riences condensed into a few years.
I don’t mean only the frequent trips
and the possibility to learn new rea
lities, but also the many personal
experiences and impressions. I could
gain, from the political point of view
holding the post of WFDY president
was not always easy as agreement
had to be sought between different
organizations inside the Bureau and
sometimes it was even necessary to
resist certain stands which at a gi
ven moment of time had majority 

backing but which were — in my
opinion — minority viewpoints in
the long run. The presidency of an
organization — be it occupied by the
FGCI or by any other member or
ganization — demands also the pow
er to see things from a broader an
gle, to get a more general view of
the validity of one standpoint or an
other. Here the cooperation of all
members of the Bureau should be
stressed, i.e. the ability I have just
mentioned was a more general abi
lity shown now by one representa
tive, now by others. These interna
tional dialectics of WFDY, this ca
pacity not to take rigid and precon
ceived stands, has further developed
during the years when I was Presi
dent of the Federation. Today, I be
lieve this ability belongs already to
the heritage of WFDY, it is one of

WORLD YOUTH: Coming back to
FGCI, what will its international
commitment be within WFDY in the
future?

P. Lapiccirella: FGCI is right now
in the process of gradually increas
ing its international commitment.
Nevertheless, we are still there in
solidarity campaigns, in efforts to
support peoples struggling in the dif
ferent continents; it is not long since
that FGCI began take part in in
ternational — not purely solidarity
— events, as, for instance, on the
question of peace and security in
Europe, or the question of disarma
ment, or questions concerning the
cooperation of youth organizations
in Europe. The interest of FGCI is 
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focused above all on the European
continent, as a result of a realistic
view of our possibilities here, and
especially a correct analysis of the
fact that our basic interests are link
ed with this continent, nudging it
towards a strengthening of peace,
detente and cooperation in the di
rection of disarmament. As to Wes
tern Europe — where we belong —
our main objective is to build up a
better understanding and the sol
idarity of different democratic and
progressive movements: Communist,
Socialist, Radical, Christian-Demo-
crat, etc., to route Western Europe
towards a democratic development
and, internationally get a special
commitment on the questions of
peace, disarmament, and a new in
ternational economic order, seeing
this as a framework for more just,
equitable relations based on mutual
advantage between economically
better-off countries and developing
ones.

Apart from this commitment there
is our commitment on universal, in
ternational themes: solidarity with
the Chilean people and with other
peoples of Latin America fighting
against fascism and fascist or reac
tionary dictatorships, for their free
dom, for democracy and progress.
We feel that the struggle of those
peoples is of a universal value and
their victory wil contribute to the
strengthening of consciousness in
regard to the importance of the
fight for democracy. We follow clo
sely the events in the Middle East
both because of its geographic near
ness and because we believe that
the issue of peace and security in
Europe cannot be set aside from the
process of peaceful settlements in
the Middle East and in Africa. We
do not think that European securi
ty can be limited to the actual bor
ders of Europe. The opposite of that
would be to take a narrow view of
the problem. This is why we are for
a peaceful solution in the Middle
East, enabling the Palestinian peo
ple to obtain its legitimate right to
live in its own independent state,
and enable the Arab peoples to re
gain their territories illegally occu
pied by Israel, and all this within 

the framework of recognition of the
existence of all peoples and all
states in the area, including the
State of Israel. As to the African
continent, we support the peoples of
southern Africa fighting against rac
ism and apartheid, because we con
sider this struggle to be pant of the
struggle of mankind against all
forms of barbarity still existing in
the contemporary world.

In Africa we have good relations
with the Algerian and Libyan com
rades, we want to extend our co
operation to all democratic organi
zations in the Arab countries; we
support the struggle of the Polisa
rio Front for the self-determination
of the people of Sahara. We consi
der this cooperation to be very im
portant as such a cooperation be
tween Mediterranean countries could
lead to a new understanding and
joint efforts to steer the region tow
ards building peace. We have also
good relations with youth and peo
ples who, unfortunately, are warring
with each other, such as Ethiopia,
Somalia and Eritrea. Within the
bounds of our possibilities we try to
help toward a peaceful solution of
the crisis in the Horn of Africa on
the basis of the inviolability of bor
ders, which we consider the main
principle for preserving peace in Af
rica and the world over. This is a
universal principle. But, at the same
time, the rights of all peoples con
cerned must be recognized, includ
ing the people of Eritrea.

We also take part in other efforts,
for instance, in the struggle against
youth unemployment in Western Eu
rope and in other capitalist coun
tries, or — as it has been proved
several times — in efforts aimed at
the development of WFDY, at the
expansion of its activity, in which
we fully cooperate. We feel that
even under the new circumstances
we shall be able to keep giving our
full contribution. We must decide
in what specific fields we can un
dertake responsibilities. After this
Assembly, and on the basis of the
work that we have carried out, we
think that attention towards WFDY
and its international activities has
increased within FGCI itself.

I. Sch.

rpom February 22 to March 1
p 1978, in Berlin, the capital of

| I the German Democratic Repu
blic, the Free German Youth

(FDJ) offered its traditional hos
pitality to the delegates of WFDY’s
member and friendly organizations
who came together for an event of
major importance in the life of the
Federation: the 10th Assembly of
member organizations.

The importance of this event, its
broad discussions and the docu
ments adopted cannot be made
known within the narrow limits of
a single article. The coming issues
of WORLD YOUTH will be dealing
in detail with the Assembly, the
more so as the resolutions adopted
there and the general conclusions as
well as the programme of actions
serve as guidelines in our press 

work, at least until the 11th As
sembly of the Federation's memoer
organizations. These documents are
and remain the base for all activi
ties of WFDY in the period that
has commenced after the conclusion
of the work of this supreme forum.
Thus our readers will have plenty
of other opportunities to get ac
quainted with the reports resulting
from the extensive discussions in
Berlin.
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First reflexions
on the 10th
Assembly

(h the path
□f anti-imperialist
solidarity
peace and progress

of member organizations
of the World Federation
of Democratic Youth

View of the hall during the 10th Assembly of WFDY member organiza
tions

Careful preparations
For this reason in the present ar

ticle we only give you the first im
pressions and reflexions with a
rich illustration of this major event.

The first aspect to be stressed is
the preparations for the 10th As
sembly, this long and careful pro

cess which included a series of
meetings, consultations and trips al
lowing for thorough exchange of
ideas and views. Aware of its role
and prestige in the world, as well
as of the hopes and requirements
of democratic and progressive world
youth, WFDY paid special attention
to the good preparation of the As

sembly of its member organizations.
The holding of this supreme forum
was by no means only the organi
zations of the WFDY Constitution.
A permanent concern of the Fed
eration during the preparatory stage
was to better adapt itself to the
new realities in the world and to
better correspond to the new re
quirements and remain a faithful 

The Presidium of the WFDY Executive
Committee meeting

echo and mobilizing force for the
aspirations and struggles of the
young generation.

An enlarged meeting of African
member organizations was held in
Accra, Ghana, which was followed
by an enlarged meeting of Latin
American member organizations in
San Jose, Costa Rica, and an en
larged meeting of European mem
ber organizations held in Budapest,
Hungary, trips to the Middle East,
Asia and Oceania, visits by success
ive delegations to WFDY head
quarters were so many proofs of
the Federation’s efforts to go to
Berlin to the 10th Assembly, with
-up-to-date files”-. The final com
muniques of these meeting and
mainly the thematical broadness of
the report presented by the WFDY
to the delegates to the 10th Assem
bly fully confirmed the usefulness
of this broad and careful prepara
tion.

A faithful reflection of
the youth movement

of our day
The report and its conclusion

enabled the delegates to devote
themselves to a thorough eight-day
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discussion, a critical analysis of all
that has been carried out since the
9th Assembly in Varna, Bulgaria, a
critical analysis of the activities of
WFDY carried out during this
period, an objective analysis of the
changes that have taken place in
the world, so many solid bases to
elaborate resolutions and a pro
gramme of actions with a standard
in keeping with the requirements,
aspirations and struggles of the
youth of the world.

Starting out from the analysis of
the results and shortcomings of the
World Campaign of Common Ac
tion of Youth for anti-imperialist
solidarity, peace and progress, laun
ched by the previous Assembly in
Varna, the delegates meeting in
Berlin stressed the conclusions to
be drawn from the carrying out of
this Campaign so as to be able to
put forward just proposals concern
ing the objectives for the future. In
this context, the political maturity
and increased awareness of the
democratic youth movement, its en
tirely just demand to participate
directly and continuously in the
elaboration of the guidelines, the
programmes of action of WFDY as
well as in the preparation and hold
ing of future initiatives, was stress
ed.

The first point to stress in this
analysis is the proof of the strength
and militancy of the democratic
youth movement, its ability to al
ways have a general and complete
view of the world, to have an ear
for all problems causing concern to
the young generation. The Cam
paign launched under the slogan:
-For anti-imperialist solidarity,
peace and progress- proved to be
effective and rich in content. It
enabled the carrying out of tasks
of world importance for youth, and
enabled millions of young people
all over the world to act in a coor
dinated way, so to say, simultan
eously, for the solution of problems
related to peace, security, coopera
tion, for the further development of
anti-imperialist solidarity, for dem
ocracy, youth rights,, at the same
time extending WFDY's sphere of
influence and further increasing its
prestige and authority.

The results, the rich balance of
the Campaign showed that WFDY 

is not merely an ensemble of mem
ber organizations, but represents an
incomparably superior force to what
could be expressed -numerically-
by a simple addition of the forces
of each of its member organiza
tions. This additional force, this in
exhaustible reserve of energy and
militancy, derives from the volun
tary and conscious unity of millions
of young people from the five con
tinents aimed at resolving together,
by harmonized joint efforts, the
most burning problems ot our time,

Boris Patukhov, first secretary of KOM
SOMOL on the rostrum of the 10th
Assembly

Luis Corvalan, general secretary of the
Chilean Communist Party addressing
the solidarity meeting with the people
and youth of Chile, organized during
the Assembly

to build together a better tuture.
free of the threat of war, free of
exploitation and oppression. It is
this inexhaustible and invincible
force that contributed to the his
toric victory of the Vietnamese peo
ple, that will contribute to the in
evitable downfall of the dictator
ship of Pinochet and his consorts,
to the crushing of the last bastions
of colonialism and racism in Africa,
to the achievement of democratic
rights for youth in capitalist coun
tries, to the establishment of a new
economic order, to the banning of
the neutron bomb and all thermo
nuclear weapons, to general and

P. Lapiccirella opens the joint FDJ-
WFDY exhibition together with Hart
mud Konig, secretary of the FDJ CC
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Delegates lay a wreath at the monu
ment to the victims of nazism, in Ber
lin

complete disarmament, to lasting
peace and security.

Always young,
always full of energy

The maturity of national youth
organizations is everywhere accom
panied by the completely just and
understandable demand to play an
ever greater part in elaboration and
decision-making, in allotting the im
mense responsibility falling to the
builders of a peaceful and happy
future. Young people all over the
world demand the right to accom
plish their mission, to play the role
falling to them, in keeping with
their weight in modern society.
Often contradictory positions and
views clash in the attempts to find
better methods of struggle, in seek
ing new objectives. But everywhere

Egon Krenz, first secretary of the Free
German Youth (FDJ) CC with a group
of delegates

the clear dialectic of history pre
vails without exception. It is
through such contradictions and
discussions and analyses that the
best solutions are crystallized which
give a positive answer to the dem
ands of the young generation. It is
through reasonable compromises
that the goals set become goals for
the entire movement, goals having a
mobilizing force in all parts of the
world. And it is always in the re
vival of continuity that this dialec
tic bears its fruits in the ever-en
riching balance of activity of WFDY.

The famous Quilapayiin group at the
solidarity meeting

One of the guests: Ernesto Dab6, re
presentative of the «Amilcar Cabral»
African Youth from the Republic of
Guinea-Bissau

The l()th Assembly has certainly
brought about a series of changes
in the composition of the Executive
Committee and even the Bureau of
the Federation. In keeping with the
changes that have come about in the
world, the young people of develop
ing countries have new tasks and
new responsibilities within the Fed
eration. This is an imperative law
of development, the permanent abi
lity of the Federation itself to conti
nuously renew and always adapt it
self to new situations, for it is and
will be only due to this ability that
it remain in the centre of attraction
for the democratic youth movement.
Its influence increases day by day,
it lives and works with, for and
through world youth.

Many tasks await WFDY and its
member organizations now that the
10th Assembly is over. The grand
gathering for anti-imperialist soli
darity, peace and friendship — the
11th Festival to be held in Havana
— will soon commence. The imple
mentation of the resolution passed
in Berlin requires also much energy
and many efforts. The delegates left

Berlin convinced that they had done
a good job that will be effective and
lasting. And the richer the harvest
the greater the prestige and hearing
of WFDY and the balance to be pre
sented to tbe 11th Assembly.

The 10th Assembly did not launch
any new campaign. Its documents
do, however, express the resolve of
democratic world youth to carry on
relentlessly, achieving still greater
victories on the same path, the path
of anti-imperialist solidarity, peace
and progress. For this path has prov
ed to be the best and most fruitful
one. I. Schutz
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yOUFIG PEOPLE!
Your host

in Hungary is
Express Youth

and Student
Travel Bureau

Relying upon its 20 years’ experience Express offers a
unique possibility to arrange programmes adjusted to the
special requirements and limited budget of young peo
ple.
Holiday Programmes in the international Youth Holiday
centres at Balatonfoldvar, Kiliantelep and Veroce.
Study tours, cultural round-trips all ower the country

Youth meetings — in youth clubs, at schools, factories,
during youth festivals, etc.
Transport — by our own coaches: issuing of rail or air

tickets
Guide service and banking service completing the range
of tourist services.
For reservations and further information contact our
main office:
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Panorama
of Central
America

On the threshold of
the 11th Festival

Christopher Columbus caught sight
of the Central American coasts for
the first time in September 1502,
during his 4th and last voyage.
However, the conquest, or rather,
the colonization of the area started
later, after the collapse of the Moc
tezuma Empire. It was a rather slow
and peaceful process, as the adven
turists preferred to join Cortds or
Pizarro, who was searching for the
fabulous El Dorado. Peaceful settlers
installed themselves everywhere.
They hoped to make a fortune, as
the climate was favourable for agri
culture. The struggle against the
natives started later, with the ex
pansion of plantations that forced
the Indians up into the high plate
and (mountains. The peoples of the
region shook off the Spanish colon
ial rule in the -“twenties* of the
last century and by 1825 five in
dependent states had been establi
shed in Central America: Costa
Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Hon
duras and Guatemala, and the ter
ritory of today’s Panama which
belonged at the time to Colombia
and which proclaimed its independ
ence only in 1903.

For the first time in the history
of the youth movement a World Fes
tival will be held in the Western
hemisphere in the Caribbean, that
is, in the immediate neighbourhood
of Central America. It will be an
event which has and will undoub
tedly have in the future an effect
on the life of youth in these coun
tries.

This is why our editorial board
initiated the holding of a round-
table talk with representatives of
the national youth movements of
six Central American countries. This
has been a sort of imaginary round
table, not bound to the limits of
time and space as — for different
reasons — the conversations took
place at different times, in different
countries and continents, and hap
pened rather by chance than by
some pattern or organization. But
we can put the result of these con
versations at your disposal. Let the

spokesmen for the different coun
tries speak in alphabetic order of
their countries.

Dependence and
anti-imperialist

struggle
Lenin Chacdn is well known in

the majority of the countries of the
isthmus. He is General Secretary of
the Vanguard Youth of Costa Rica.
To our request he agreed to try and
outline the present image of the
region extending over an area of
more than half a million square km.

«World public opinion does not
know much about our six republics,
often referred to as the -“Banana
Republics*. This name not only re
flects the fact that the banana is
still our second largest exported
item, it is also an exact socio-polit
ical term. The common characteris
tic feature of the entire area is the
rather narrow economic and political
dependence on the United States
which maintains its grip on Central
America by military and economic
means. At the beginning the main
aim of the US imperialists was to
get hold of huge plantations. During
several decades, the ill-famed Unit
ed Fruit Company and the Standard
Fruit Company, its successor, dictat
ed the law in the area, appointing
and overthrowing governments in ac
cordance with their interests at a
given moment. But as the strategic
importance of the isthmus grew —
after the opening of the Panama
Canal and the discovery of the sec

ond richest oil fields after the Mid
dle East — US imperialism tighten
ed its grip.

«This economic and political dep
endence had grave consequences in
all Central American countries:
economic underdevelopment, poverty,
tremendous social problems, illiter
acy, and — with the sole exception
of Costa Rica — dictatorial regimes,
docile tools of US imperialism which
trample underfoot the most elemen
tary human rights.

•“The first victims of this grave
economic social, and political situa
tion are youth, millions of whom
find neither jobs nor means to con
tinue their education. In Costa Rica
alone, despite its relative economic
buoyancy and democratic traditions,
there are at present almost 160 000
jobless youth out of the total 2
million inhabitants. In other coun
tries the situation is even more
serious. A growing number of young
people try to escape from their
hopeless situation by resorting to
drugs; delinquency and prostitution
are also widespread among young
people. But at the same time, the
number o socialy conscious youth is
growing, too, i.e. ones who firmly
oppose dependence, imperialism and
US monopolies. Using all means of
legal and underground struggle,
those young people oppose the dic
tators and demand a national policy
that will serve the real interests of
the working masses and the future
of the young generation. It is in
this spirit of awareness and anti
imperialist struggle that youth in
Central America are preparing for
the 11th World Festival of Youth
and Students.
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And finally, it is necessary to
speak about a new and more refin
ed form of US imperialist domina
tion, which reflects the trends tow
ard economic and political integra
tion of Washington. The question is
the Central American Common Mar
ket and the Defence Organization of
Central American States. Both serve
the interests of US monopolies, fur
ther increasing the dependence of
our countries. The first allowed for
a certain industrial development, in
the case of Costa Rica it even led
to a relative boom, but the basic
resources continue to remain in the
hands of foreign monopolies as well
as new enterprises which are ac
tually assembly lines for parts made
elsewhere. These investments bring
generous profits to multinational
companies: they exploit underpaid
labour, and profit from all kinds of
fiscal allowances guaranteed by the
Central American Common Market;
they enjoy more favorable condi
tions on the international market
and pocket bigger profits. The job
of the second of the two organiza
tions is to strengthen United States
military control over the region. In
this organization Costa Rica partic
ipated just as an observer, since its
Constitution of 1948 bans the forma
tion of a national army, while
Panama — because of its specific
situation — remains outside the con
fines of the Common Market of the
area."

After that summary of the pres
ent realities in the Central Americ
an states let us give the floor again
to Lenin Chacon. He will tell us
about his country after the election
of February 5, as a continuation of
our series of articles on Costa Rica
started before the election (see
WORLD YOUTH 1 and 2, 1978).

Development
with tensions

Costa Rica is the only country in
the area which has “Civilistic" and
democratic traditions, of course with
all the limits and disadvantages of
a bourgeois democracy. The fact
that there is no army resulted in a
relatively calm political development
of our country, without the violence
that determines the life of a lot of
peoples in Latin America. Our bour
geois democracy has even given
asylum to political refugees from
other countries. US imperialism —
naturally — exercises a growing
pressure on our country to install 

here a rightist regime, a military
regime which would be more useful
for its plans for economic and mil
itary integration and would obey its
orders. This why the struggle for
the safeguard and expansion of our
democratic institutions, for our
rights and democratic liberties is a
primary task for the whole of the
revolutionary and democratic mov
ement in Costa Rica.

-•■Our political life is relatively
calm but it is in no way free of
tensions and social problems. As is
generally known, the election of
February 5 last year resulted in the
defeat of the National Liberational
Party. This party is a social-demo
cratic orientation and governed our
country for the last 8 years and put
forward certain economic and social
reforms. But it was unable to solve
the basic problems of the country,
such as the ongoing price measures,
including the prices of basic con
sumer goods and public services. In
view of this weakness of the govern
ment, the struggle of the peasants
for land, the struggle of workers for
wage increases and trade union
rights has intensified. During the
last strikes on banana plantations
along the Atlantic coast, the gov
ernment even resorted to repression
and several militants of our youth
organization fell under the bullets of
the Guardia Civil. Besides, these
last years have brought to the sur
face the problem of corruption in
public administration. Under the
shadow of the state unlawful deal
ings enriched some persons with
links in government.

•“These were the main reasons that
led to the electoral victory of the
UNIDAD (Unity) conservative coali
tion. One can even say that a great
number of voters cast their votes a-
gaints the Party of National Libera
tion to protest against official in
capacity, against corruption, but hop
ing that personal changes in the
state leadership could bring solu
tions to the essential problems of
the masses. One should not forget
that Rodrigo Carazo, a candidate for
the conservative forces, who was
elected to the post of president,
waged a populist electoral campaign,
with attractive slogans for the mas
ses: hard-hitting measures against
corruption, fight against taxes, im
provement of living and working
conditions, etc.

■“For me personally it is very
clear that the new government of
President Carazo will show the
same inability to solve the great 

problems of our people and that the
coming years will open up great
prospects for the struggle of the
popular movement led by the re
volutionary organizations, first of all
by our Pueblo Unido (United Peo
ple), that is, the coalition of left
wing Costa Rican parties.

“In the last electoral campaign
Pueblo Unido accomplished its main
tasks, in spite of the fact that the
elections far from reflected its in
fluence and the sympathy of the
working masses. This left-wing uni
ty proved to be a sure base enabl

Lenin Chacon, general secretary of the
Costa Rican Vanguard Youth

ing us to advance toward higher
levels of unity, to involve other so
cial strata: small and medium hold
ers, middle classes, professional clas
ses.

“For us, the Vanguard Youth, one
of the main results of the electoral
campaign — in which our activists
took part wholeheartedly and with
great enthusiasm — is that more
than 3,500 new members joined our
organization in that same period.
This is an important step in fulfil
ling the task set out by the 4th
plenary meeting of our Central Com
mittee: to start the year 1979 with
12,000 members, which will repre
sent a significant force in the Costa
Rican youth movement.

“It is in these conditions that we
are preparing for the 11th Festival.
The National Preparatory Commit
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tee was set up more than six
months ago with the participation
of all political youth organizations;
National Liberation Youth, Youth of
the conservative coalition UNIDAD,
the Vanguard Youth, the Socialist
Youth, the Students of the People’s
Front, the National Unification
Party Youth, not to speak of the
representatives of student, trade
union (represented by their youth
sections), cultural and social organ
izations. The NPC is as large as it
can be, only extremist groups re
main out of it. This committee car
ries on its work with great enthus
iasm, in order to prepare the Youth
and Student Festival of Central
America that will take place be
tween May 28 and June 4 in our
country as a joint step of major im
portance for the successful prepara
tion of the 11th World Festival, that
imposing demonstration of the
world’s youth for anti-imperialist
solidarity, peace and friendship
which will open on July 28 in Ha
vana.>►

Fighting against
the dictatorship

Our next partners are represent
atives of Guatemalan youth, or
rather of the two most important
organizations of the country: the
Patriotic Working Youth and the
University Students’ Association. For
security reasons, we do not print
their photos and names. But we
convey to you their testimony with
out any alteration, as has always
been our practice.

«In Guatemala, the intervention of
the military in 1954 established a
regime of terror and repression, a
fascist regime of terror and repres
sion, a fascist regime which was out
to choke all political, democratic and
progressive organizations by any
means. Since 1954, we have had to
work in the strictest clandestinity.
We are the only organized youth
movement for persecution and fas
cist repression. Herein lies our great
responsibility towards the masses of
Guatemalan youth: to mobilize them
for joint struggle for their claims
and rights, to involve them in the
revolutionary process to change the
structures of the country and which
will lead to the establishment of a
socialist regime, after the victory
of the socialist and popular revolu
tion.

•«The Guatemalan youth have al
ways played a very important role 

in popular struggles. In order to
better understand their weight in
our society, it is necessary to stress
the fact that in Guatemala, the
average lifespan is 45 years, that is
the majority of workers in town
and country are young. Today, every
body recognizes that in Guatemala
the workers' movement, the trade
union movements form the centre
of all political movements of oppo
sition to the dictatorship. The stu
dent movement through its con
sistent policy, regained the role
which had been played by the As
sociation of University Students in
Guatemalan history. AUS is always
ready to cooperate, to act in soli
darity with all the other progressive
and popular forces in the struggle
against crimes and violations of hu
man and elementary rights by the
dictatorship.

"No progressive youth organiza
tion can stand aloof from other
forces who identify themselves with 

«It was in the framework of these
efforts to establish a broad anti
fascist and anti-imperialist unity
that we set up our National Pre
paratory Committee with the parti
cipation of all strata of the revolu
tionary and progressive youth of the
country. The preparation of the 11th
Festival and the National Prepara
tory Committee itself will enable us
to concretize a unitary policy and
assure that all deep concerns of
different sectors of our youth be
expressed in an organic and organ
ized manner. This unitary spirit
which prevails in all activities of
our National. Preparatory Committee
since its founding will bear fruit
enabling us to find broad areas of
agreement and further enlarge the
front of struggle of our youth.

«A11 over the country youth take
part in cultural and sports events,
in political and social discussions
preparing some important events on
the national level, as the National
Festival of University Students, from

<>Che» is always a symbol for the masses struggling against threatening dictator
ship and fascism in Central America

the main goals of our day, who are
ready to contribute in building a
broad anti-fascist, anti-oligarchic
front making possible a democratic
breach by means of struggle, which
will lay the foundation for the pro
gressive development of the society,
of our country. Only a broad policy
of unity and rapprochement brings
us toward the attainment of these
goals.

March 6 to 11, then, in the third
week of March, the National Festi
val of Secondary School Students,
organized by the National Federa
tion of Secondary School Students,
which has won well-justified merit
in the past period, after the success
of three student strikes which stop
ped the functioning of secondary
schools all over the country. These
two festivals and other initiatives
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serve the good preparation and suc
cessful holding of the National
Meeting of Youth and Students, the
first such meeting since 1954 which
will bring together, between April
12-25, about 1000 youth and student
delegates from all parts of the coun
try. It is worthwhile to stress that
the holding of all these events is
not a gift from the dictatorship, but
was imposed on it through consist
ent struggles by students and other
progressive movements of Guate
malan youth. The National Meeting
will undoubtedly be a considerable
step in the preparation of youth for
active participation in the Festival
of Central American Youth and Stu
dents in San Josd and in the 11th
World Festival in Havana. We will
convey there our solidarity message
to the youth of the world and our
conscious commitment to the anti
imperialist and anti-fascist strug
gle. »

In Managua (Nicaragua) mass anger and revolt break loose against the dic
tatorship, despite all repression

Militarism
and poverty

Enrique Pena is a young com
munist of Honduras. He is not for
publishing his photo. It could entail
troubles and difficulties with the
authorities of his country. These are
military authorities formed in the
Latin American way, not too scru
pulous about human rights.

•“After the failure of a bourgeois,
reformist attempt in 1972, a military
regime has been established in Hon
duras under the slogan of ’develop
ment for the country’. The develop
ment programme of such a govern
ment means nothing but the mas
sive penetration of foreign capital.
In the case of Honduras, principal
ly American capital. The military
government would like to solve all
national problems setting up deve
lopment centres. For the moment
there are two of them: a project
for the agrarian development of the
Bahuavan zone and another invest
ment project for the building of an
industrial complex for the produc
tion of paper-pulp and paper.

“The strengthening of the depend
ence of Honduras on foreign mo
nopolies is only one negative aspect
of the present government. Another
very serious one is the inclination of 

the military to use more and more
stringent repressive measures which
entail a general offensive against
the whole popular movement, in
particular against trade unions and
progressive organizations. At the
same time, the country faces a se
rious structural crisis which is be
coming sharper following the gov
ernment’s heavy military spending.
Prices are hiking, including those
of essential products. Our youth
are particularly hard hit by this
deep crisis, first of all by unemploy
ment and the impossibility to con
tinue their education.

“The most important youth organ
izations are the political and student
ones. I want to stress here a strong
tradition of struggle of the National
Organizing Committee of Youth, of
the Federation of University Stu
dents and the Federation of Second
ary School Students. Another or
ganization that has to be mention
ed is the National Union of Young
Workers of Honduras. All these or
ganizations have an active anti-im
perialist position in spite of their
differences of opinion as to the
strategy and tactics to be followed
for the attainment of socialism in
our country.

“Our Communist Youth, similarly
to the party, has worked up to now
in semi-legality, this means that a 

great number of our activists are
not known by state organs or by
the police. The National Committee
of Communist Youth has been one
of those who supported the setting
up of a National Preparatory Com
mittee for the 11th Festival, formed
on December 23. Our Committee
is now preparing the necessary con
ditions for the legal participation of
communists, on the national level,
in the preparation of the Havana
World Festival. The NPC has been
formed on a very broad and repre
sentative basis, with the participa
tion of all youth organizations re
presenting different tendencies, from
the extreme left to the Christian-
Democrat and bourgeois youth. The
NPC is and will be a good school
for us in united action.

“As to the 11th Festival, we will
take part in it deeply convinced
that we will be able to inform de
legates from different countries
about the realities in our country
in order to win effective solidarity
of the youth movement in the strug
gle that we are waging in more
and more difficult conditions. We
ask for their solidarity in securing
the relase of political prisoners,
peasants and others because they
fought for land. The international
youth movement could considerably
help our struggle for democracy and
youth rights, unmasking the present 
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regime of Honduras and thwarting
its attempts to become constitution
alized.>-
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In our last issue, we informed out-
readers in detail about what is going
on a Nicaragua under the fierce
dictatorship of the Somoza clan.
Eduardo Castillo, a representative
of the Socialist Youth of that Cen
tral American country informs us
below about the 11th Festival pre
parations in Nicaragua.

The festival movement has no tra
dition in Nicaragua. Indeed only a
very limited number of young peo
ple knew about it. Now, despite

. very difficult conditions, despite the 

Alexis Dixon, general secretary of the
Panama People's Party Youth

fact that we were so to speak on
the verge of a civil war, we have
succeeded in setting up our first
National Preparatory Committee.
That was in November 1977. The
Socialist Youth initiated this Com
mittee which is composed of repre
sentatives of all political youth and
student organizations in the country.
Apart from the Students’ Revolu
tionary Front, the Christian Move
ment, the Students’ Democratic
Union, there are other organizations

fXIlADOS POUT1C0SZ</
Tor la incorporacio'n de la JwenW
ea la lucha anh-dicfaforial y anli-
imperialibla^

An underground leaflet demanding full
amnesty for political prisoners and
exiles: an important aspect of the
preparations for the 11th Festival

of a federative character, such as
the National Union of Students or
the Secondary School Students’ Mo
vement, as well as youth sections of
trade union centres, including sec
tions belonging, to the centre with
a Social-Democrat orientation. Girls
sections of our women’s organiza
tions and professional organizations
also participate, as, for instance, the
National Association of People’s
Artists.

«We set up our National Prepara
tory Committee to prepare publicly
the 11th Festival. Due to our pre
sent situation which is becoming
more and more difficult, NPC public
activities remain very limited and
will be even more so in the future.
Yet, young people who work within
the Committee are enthusiastic and
are developing their activity con
scientiously. During the preparations
we wish to carry out two national
youth initiatives at least: 1. 1st Na
tional Youth and Student Meeting,
2. 1st Popular Festival of Nicaragua.
These initiatives will be devoted to
the struggle of our people and youth
against the dictatorship, foreign do
mination, for democratic rights in
our country.

For notional
dignity

Alexis Dixon is general secretary
of the People’s Party Youth of Pa
nama, an organizer of and active
participant in countless actions by
the youth and people of Panama for
recovering territorial integrity and
national dignity.

Since 1903, the date of the proc
lamation of the Republic of Panama,
until 1968 and, in a sense, up to
today our people has been oppressed
by two parallel systems of domina
tion: the imperialist system and the
system of oligarchic domination. The
same can be said of nearly all coun
tries in Central America. Yet, in the
case of Panama imperialist oppres
sion is striking: an important part
of the territory is occupied by the
Americans, American troops are sta
tioned in the Central Zone, on a
part of the national territory o for
eign flag is hoisted and a foreign
jurisdiction is in force. All this is
the result of the famous treaty on
the Canal of 1903 signed without the
presence of any Panamanians. This
shameful treaty signed by a French
agent of American imperialism alie
nated an important part of Pana
manian territory. Ail this resulted
in permanent clashes between the
Panamanian people and the colonial
set-up in the Canal Zone on the one
hand, and a growing anti-imperial
ist awareness in Panama on the
other.

«For decades the Panamanian peo
ple has waged a permanent struggle
against imperialism and its ally, the
national oligarchy. Countless Pan
amanian, including many young peo
ple and students sacrified their lives
in this anti-imperialist and revo
lutionary struggle which lead to the
general crisis of the anti-popular re
gime and of the oligarchy in 1968.
The revolutionary action led by
General Omar Torrijos aimed to li
quidate the oligarchy and start a
democratic and anti-imperialist pro
cess took place at that moment.*

"Last year finally a new treaty
was signed. It is in process of being
ratified now. A large majority of
Panamians approved the new treaty.
It is considered as marking the end 
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o£ colonialism in Panama. Although
the new treaty is far from meeting
all our aspirations, we know that it
is the first result of a consistent
struggle waged for over 70 years and
it will lead to the recovery of our
soverignty in the Canal Zone. We
also know that within the US Senate
the most conservative sectors of
American imperialism have started
their manoeuvres to prevent the
treaty from being ratified. We must
reckon also with the possibility that
the Senate will vote against it. In
this case all our people, our party
and all democratic forces in Panama
will be ready to further continue
their struggle on two fronts: on the
one hand, for the Canal Zone, and
on the other, for deep-going changes
in order to advance on the way
toward independence and social pro
gress. Our people and youth have
acquired the political awareness to
understand that the priority of strug
gle goes to the Canal Zone.»

-"Preparations for the 11th Festival
started in the present conditions. In
ternal reaction, right-wing forces
were launching their offensive to or
ganize their detachments in a bid to
divert our revolutionary process
when our National Preparatory Com
mittee was set up. On August 6,
legislative elections will be held. To
frustrate the manoeuvres of reaction,
to prevail over the right at the elec
tions anti-imperialist and anti-oli-
garchic unity of all Panamanian
popular forces has to be further
strengthened. »

Our National Preparatory Com
mittee was set up in this same spirit.
At the side of the People’s Party
Youth the representatives of the
Panamanian Student Federation,
trade union centres, cultural and
social organizations are also present.
The National Preparatory Committee
is very broad and a result of on
going talks with the Church, we
hope that the Catholic youth will
also join in very soon.

•«The Havana Festival will be an
excellent opportunity to make the
delegates of world youth understand
that Panama means more than the
Canal, that one goal of our struggle
is to achieve dep-going economic and
social changes in our country. We
have envisaged sending a Panama

nian youth delegation to visit dif
ferent parts of the world, and we
hope that after the Festival some
delegations will visit our country to
better understand the realities here
and have stronger arguments as the
basis for their solidarity with us.

A country of hunger
Daniel Herndndez is a young com

munist from El Salvador, the small
est country in Central America. He
works in the underground move
ment. He runs sesious risk when
he goes to other countries of the
isthmus.

■“Public opinion knows very little
about El Salvador, the living and
working conditions of our people and
youth. In Central America, the rate
of illiteracy and under-nourishment
is unfortunately the highest in El
Salvador. There are but two other
countries in the world where and
poverty are even greater. The great
majority of our children cannot even
finish a six-year primary school
education. There is no organized
vocational training, no law to defend
apprenticeship rights, and the num
ber of young people with no work
and no hope grows every day. Po
verty is even more widespread in the
villages where young people are at
the will of the big land-owners.»

-The government of General Ro
mero has unleashed a wave of re
pression and terror against all pro
gressive and democratic forces in
the country. Through this fascist es
calade the dictatorship aims to sil
ence all protests, and to prevent any
organization from mobilizing the
masses. Violations of human rights
are on the increase in our villages
and cities. We witness a strong fas
cist upsurge backed by President
Carter who has spoken so much of
human rights.»

-The regime of General Romero
threatens the very existence of po
pular organizations in El Salvador.
His goal is to destroy them. In view
of this fascist repression and persec
utions, all democratic organizations
in the country have been compalled
to combine legal and underground
forms in their struggle. The whole
democratic movement, particularly
our Communist Youth, do their ut

most to maintain their legality. At
present the sole youth organization
with a national structure and regular
activity among all youth sectors is
our organization.**

-Preparations for the 11th Festival
started concretely in September 1977.
All youth and student organization
representatives were called upon to
set up the National Preparatory
Committee. All organizations gave
a favourable response save the ex-
treme-left. Unfortunately in El Sal
vador the left is still divided. This
division could not be overcome in
the Festival preparations either. The
National Preparatory Committee was
set up with the participation of the
United Action Front, the Secondary
School Students’ Federation, the Ar
tists’ Pro-Festival Committee and
other cultural organizations. Yet we
are optimistic about getting the sup
port of extreme-left organizations.
The Congress of the University Stud
ents’ Federation of Central America
was held earlier this year. Extreme
left trends who wanted to organize
the so-called ‘counter-Festival’ still
dominate within FEUCA. at its last
Congress reviewed its previous posi
tion and adopted a resolution which
calls on all its member organiza
tions to participate in the activities
of National Preparatory Committees
in the respective countries.*1-

-We expect a great deal from the
World Festival of Youth and Stud
ents. Firstly we hope that world
youth will express their solidarity
with our struggle. For, so far, un
fortunately our people and youth
have not felt this solidarity so much.
We are greatful to the WFDY press
which has broken the wall of sil
ence to show the youth realities in
El Salvador and the fascist danger
threatening us. We need internation
al solidarity very much. The hand
of fascist criminals, the fascist es
calade in El Salvador can be stopp
ed only by international solidarity.
Youth opinion must know our reali
ties it must help to disclose all viola
tions of the most elementary human
rights committed by those in power
with the support and complicity of
US imperialism. This solidarity will
help and promote our anti-fascist
and anti-imperialist struggle.►*

I. Schutz
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Dominican Republic:

On the threshold of elections
Interview
with AQUILES VALDEZ -
General Secretary of
the Youth Force for Socialism

QUESTION: How would you de
scribe the present situation in the
Dominican Republic?

Answer: In the Dominican Repub
lic the political situation is marked
by an important advance of the
democratic forces for the broaden
ing of political liberties. Different
political forces find it easier to ex
press publicly their opinions. How
ever, this advance is not coupled
with a process of social reforms. On
this point the situation is serious.
The economic dependence on the
United States is a thorn in the side
of our country. Foreign monopolies
as Alcoa, Falconbridge, Gulf, etc.,
enjoy concessions from the Balaguer
government and with the consent of
the right-wing majority opposition
exploit and plunder our natural re
sources while the majority of the
people are faced with severe pover
ty. Out of 2 million citizens of work
ing age there are 400 thousand un
employed, there is a constant ba
lance of payments deficit, the exter
nal debts amount to more than one
thousand million dollars and prob
lems in education and the health
service together with a growing in
flation clearly show that the present
Dominican society faces serious dif
ficulties. These difficulties led to a
sharp crisis which cannot be over
come in the framework of depen
dent capitalism which condemns us
to underdevelopment. This in fact
has to be paid for by social sectors
with the lowest income — workers,
the marginal population and peas
ants. This state of affairs as well as
the social roots of the crisis do not
allow any political formula which
is not for a social change.

All this shows how important it
was to gain political liberties and
the legalization of the Communist
Party, above all if we consider that
the Communist Party represents the 

sole political tendency on the na
tional scale with a programme of
far-reaching changes aimed at un
masking those who fuel the crisis.

QUESTION: What factors do you
think have helped the Communist
Party in obtaining legalization and
the right to run in the elections?

Answer: The decisive factor en
abling the Comumnist Party to a-
chieve legality is its prestige in all
sectors of Dominican political life.

The Communist Party was the
first to declare its readiness to act
legally when there was no longer
any possibility to pursue the April
action (the civilian and military up
rising of 1965). It was the first to
notice that the forms of the move
ment had changed and that sticking
to one road linked with past was
but futile day-dreaming by those
who did not understand the new
features of our political situation.

The Communist Party was the
first to denounce, in a thorough
analysis avoiding empty words, the
reasons for Dominican society be
ing subjected to a constant crisis;
it was the first to react and come
up with solutions to all major prob
lems of our economy, of our social
and political life. The seriousness of
the analysis and the vigour of the
denunciations found wide echo a-
mong large sectors of the popula
tion. It was no longer possible to
keep a party in a state of illegality
which had been active in all as
pects of public life. Naturally, this
systematic work aroused sympathy
but stirred up enemities, too. The
struggle for democracy and against
the civil and military sectors using
methods of terror cost the lives of
a number of comrades. This was the
case with Orlando Martinez (a for
mer secretary oftheWFDY Bureau),
one of our best members, murder

ed by a fascist military sector which
considered the CPD as the main ob
stacle to imposing a bloody way out
on the Dominican Republic.

QUESTION: What are the main
points of your election programme?
What following does the CPD have
before the elections?

Answer: Let me tell you first of
all about the first national conven
tion of our party which took place
on January 26 with the aim of
choosing candidates for the elec
tions, including the most important
positions, and working out — with
in a month — an electoral prog
ramme.

Narciso Isa Conde, General Secre
tary of the Party was nominated as
our candidate for the post of Presi
dent of the Republic. Pericles Fran
co, one of our founders, was chosen
as our candidate for the post of vi
ce-president.

The framing of our election prog
ramme was completed when I was
outside of the country. Allow me to
point out that the CPD election
programme will definitely include
measures aiming at carrying out a
far-reaching programme of agrarian
reforms, eliminating the prevailing
injustices in the countryside which
enable a parasitical minority of big
landowners to dispose of the best 
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lands. Measures will also be taken
to nationalize all foreign enterprises
seizing control of our resources
through arbitrary contracts. Further
more, measures will be taken to
solve the problems of unemploy
ment, health, education, nutrition,
child care, etc. Finally, the govern
ment programme of the Communist
Party will offer solutions for all e-
conomic problems of society.

As to our electoral hearing, it is
difficult to define this, as we are
taking part in elections for the first
time. However, we are sure that the
results of the election may be bet
ter even than we expect. The CPD
is the sole tendency presenting a
programme of social changes in an
election contest where the parties of
the majority, of the government
and of the opposition do not repre
sent very different colours; and this
will encourage the left to vote for
the CPD. In addition, the CPD has
the broad backing of the people,
that is why it can run candidates
for all posts in the government;
and that is why it could present
within two months a list of 136,000
affiliates to the main electoral jun
ta, although a period of one year is
at the disposal of parties for pre
senting this list.

QUESTION: What kind of role
are the Dominican youth playing in
the election process?

Answer: Young people are called
upon to play a very important role 

in these elections, first of all be
cause of their numerical weight. In
our country young people represent
the largest part of the population.
And secondly, broad sectors of youth
are attracted toward democratic
ideas. The main advantage for the
traditional parties is that a great
part of eligible voters has been ac
customed to voting for the govern
ment or the opposition. Thus is the
first time that our people will have
the possibility to choose between the
programme of the left presented by
the CPD and that of the right re
presented by the government and
the PRD conservative opposition.
We are sure that a large number of
young people will veer to the left.

QUESTION: Are there possibilities
for creating an electoral alliance be
tween the main progressive parties?

Answer: The answer to this ques
tion derives from what I have told
you just now. There is no possibili
ty for an alliance. The main par
ties, the parties of the majority,
hardly commit themselves for main
taining even the present political li
berties, which we consider as limit
ed. Bosch’s party has proposed the
same programme of a group set up
in 1974, a programme in which
strong participation by right-wing
big landowners clearly shows its
content. The other parties make up
branches of the government party
and consider their weak, already 

outmoded reformist measures as ra
dical steps.

For the CPD an alliance outside
a programme of change has no sen
se. Consequently, if there is an al
liance in Santo Domingo, it won’t
be a Left one.

QUESTION: How are the Festival
preparations proceeding in the Do
minican Republic and what forces
make up the National Preparatory
Committee?

Answer: The Dominican National
Preparatory Committee was set up
in August, 1977, with the participa
tion of the Youth Force for Social
ism, the Revolutionary Youth of Do
minica and the most outstanding
youth personalities of the country,
as for example, Sonia Silvestro and
Ramdn Leonardo, famous national
artists, Fradique Lizardo, director of
the National Folk Ballet, poets, wri
ters, and so on. The setting up of
the NPC took place in the form of
an enthusiastic mass meeting. We
have a lot of tasks in view, such
as the organizing of a National Fes
tival of Youth Songs, the prepara
tion of a National Meeting of Young
Writers and activities in all provin
ces of the country. On the other
hand, with the involvement of the
Dominican Students’ Federation and
other local student trends, our Na
tional Preparatory Committee will
rally together the most important
youth organizations in the country.

I. S.

Interview
with IGNACIO RODRIGUEZ LUCAS
Head of international relations
of the Dominican Revolutionary
Youth

WORLD YOUTH: How would
you describe the present situation in
the Dominican Republic?

Ignacio Rodriguez: The present si
tuation in the Dominican Republic
is marked by the full-swing devel
opment of an electoral campaign in
which we are actively engaged. Our
organization, our party, which is
known in the country as the most
powerful mass organization, hopes
to get into power via election, as

we are a party where all social
classes of our society converge, while
the Dominican government uses all
means at its disposal to try and
persuade Dominican voters not to go
to the polls. The government itself
is aware that even in the case of
minimally free elections in the Do
minican Republic, our party, which
has a tremendous influence among
all progressive sectors of the coun
try, would form the next Domini
can government.

WORLD YOUTH: What are the
focal points of your electoral pro
gramme?
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Ignacio Rodriguez: The essence of
our electoral programme is the need
to unite with all progressive sec
tors of the population that are to
day in opposition. The present go
vernment has been in power for 12
years already and — while trying
to win election after election — it
still thinks it can continue to re
main in power.

Our party boycotted the previous
election but this attitude turned
out to be in favour of the govern
ment’s manoeuvres. Now our party
is trying to face the elections of
May uniting all democratic and
progressive sectors really interested
in a change of government, remov
ing the present one which has sold
out all our wealth — gold mines,
copper, bauxite, sugar — to powerful
US monopolies. As to the possi
bilities of a broad electoral alliance
of all progressive forces in the Do
minican Republic, I must stress that
in the past the government accused
us firstly of being agents of inter
national communism. Since the tra
ditional anti-communism of Domini
can regimes spilled into masses of
the country, too, there are broad
sectors who fear anything that is
communist. One should not forget
that in the Dominican Republic
there is an illiteracy rate over 60
per cent! This is why our party is
very cautions in its policy of elec
toral alliances and its electoral tac
tics are linked with all parties and
forces which struggle which have
not yet taken a stand for democrat
ic socialism, but are to the Left as
compared to the present government.
In this way we would like to avoid
the present reactionary government
basing its electoral campaign main
ly on the charge that our party is
linked with forces that endanger
democracy in the Dominican Repub
lic.

In the economic field, the main
objective of our party is the need
to radically improve the present e-
conomic situation. Under the pre
sent government the conditions of 

life and work of the masses are
steadily getting worse.

The Dominican peso has been de
valuated several times, prices — in
cluding the prices of goods of prime
necessity and services — are going
continuously up. An agricultural
worker earns, by law, two pesos a
day. How can he buy a bottle of
milk for 36 centavos, a pound of su
gar for 17 centavos, a pound of meat
for 1 peso or a pound of rice for 1
peso 50 centavos, let alone pay for
urban transport which costs 25 cen
tavos for the shortest trip? And
how can such a worker send his
children to school, to university?
The bulk of industrial workers —
men and women — earn no more
than from 15 to 20 pesos a week
and because of the high cost of liv
ing they are practically doomed to
a slow death. Hence the imperative
need to have radical changes in the
economic structure of the country
aiming to improve the living and
working conditions of the masses.
And hence also the broad backing
of our party by workers in the fac
tories and in country areas.

WORLD YOUTH: What is the at
titude of the petty and middle bour
geoisie in the electoral campaign?

Ignacio Rodriguez: The middle
strata, the petty and middle bour
geoisie, are one of the most vigo
rous parts of the present electoral
campaign. In an under-developped
country like the Dominican Repub
lic, it is always easier for the reac
tion to keep the lower classes and
strata — who have no schooling or
cultural and political education —
politically indifferent. Besides, the
middle strata, students, white-collar
workers, small businessmen, or as
well call them, the «detallistas»- (re
tailers) have their share of worries
and problems too, and they stand
for a decisive change of the present
situation stamped by economic cri
sis. The Dominican Revolutionary
Party incorporates a major part of
the middle strata, of the petty and 

middle bourgeoisie, who are playing
a very active part in the electoral
campaign, but naturally, we do not
underestimate the working class and
the peasantry in the struggle for the
essential radical changes. All these
sectors, including small producers in
the countryside and artisans, are
convinced that the present govern
ment acts to the detriment of their
economic conditions and that a new
government would also serve their
fundamental interests. And for this
reason these sectors believe that the
Dominican Revolutionary Party is a
Party holding out hope to the na
tion. Only certain sectors of the
bourgeoisie stand aside and let them
selves be influenced — because of
the lack of conscience — by impe
rialist propaganda and the local oli
garchy, who in their efforts to pre
serve a regime and a policy that
serves only their interests, have done
and are doing all they can to main
tain the political inertia of those
sectors of the national bourgeoisie.
But we are convinced that with the
electoral victory of the Dominican
Revolutionary Party these sectors,
already isolated from the bulk of
the nation, will also realize that our
party is a major force for progress,
that the struggle waged by our par
ty and the struggle of the Domini
can people are aimed at covering
our national resources, a fundamen
tal interest of the entire Dominican
people. Our candidates for the pre
sidency and the vice-presidency, Sil-
vestre Antonio Guzman Fernandez
and the University professor Giaco
mo Molguta are two prominent Do
minican citizens fully determined to
introduce radical changes in our
country, as foreseen in the electoral
programme of the Dominican Revo
lutionary Party. It is around these
candidates, around this programme
of fundamental changes in our so
ciety that the Dominican Revolu
tionary Youth — what we might
call the motive power of the party
— unites and acts with great enthu
siasm.
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MOZAMBIQUE:

The seven tasks
of the youth

tion. And this is in no way a formal
task, as solid structures will serve as
a tool for youth to carry through the
programme of OMY. It is in this frame
work that various regional youth con
ferences took place in Mozambique
from March 2-11, to elect local leader
ships for the provinces, to establish
and consolidate the OMY’s local struc
tures.#

«The second important task of our

This time our interlocutor, or to be
more exact, our woman-interlocutor is
Alcinda Abreu, first deputy general of
the Youth Organization of Mozambique
(OMY). As the 11th World Festival of
Youth and Students to be organized in
Havana is approaching, it is quite clear
that the main theme of our conversa
tion was that great event of the
world’s young generation. Nevertheless,
as it is a question of one of the
youngest independent states in the
African continent and besides, about
a country in the frontline of the strug
gle to remove the last vestiges of
white colonialism on African soil, other
important points arise, too. And we
shall begin by answering these other
questions, the more so as the reader
will understand better the specific as
pects of the preparations for the com
ing Festival after having got acquaint
ed at least with the essentials of the
present-day reality in Mozambique.

<Mozambique today lives under con
ditions of the democratic popular re
volution of a nation which took up arms
to gain its independence and freedom#,
says Alcinda Abreau. «To give a gen
eral image of Mozambique on the
threshold of the 11th Festival, we
should stress the presence — almost
everywhere — of youth, involved in all
spheres of life, working conscientiously
for the fulfilment of the big tasks serv
ing their motherland.#

<Our 1st national conference held last
year founded the Organization of Mo
zambican Youth in accordance with the
decision taken by the Central Commit
tee of FRELIMO and drafted its Cons
titution.#

«For the present the Organization of
Mozambican Youth has seven basic
tasks, five internal and 2 in the ex
ternal field. The first one is to give
to the whole of our youth a patriotic
education for socialism, that is, to mo
bilize broad masses of youth for active
participation in the fulfilment of all
tasks involved in the building of a
new free and independent Mozambique.
As educational work, and especially its
results, depends to a great extent on
the strength of our OMY, the imple
mentation of its structures among the

broad mass of youth remains a tasks
of high priority. Here we should stress
that during the hard years of the na
tional liberation struggle we succeeded
in establishing provisional structures
of our youth organization as part of
the Mozambican Liberation Front,
FRELIMO. Now those temporary struc
tures are to be substituted for solid
and permanent ones, in accordance
with the stipulations of our Constitu- 

organization is to promote and organ
ize the voluntary work of youth. After
almost 5 centuries of Portuguese co
lonialism, after the national liberation
war, we have much to do to build up
our backward country, to provide bet
ter living and working conditions for
the whole of our people. In the national
liberation struggle the Mozambican
youth showed a good example of hero
ism, patriotism and self-sacrifice. Now 
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it will continue on this road taking
part in the voluntary work through
which it identifies itself with the work
ing masses of our country.*

«Portuguese colonialism did its best
to wipe out our national culture, to
instil a colonialist bourgeois mentality
on our youth. At the same time, the
great majority of our youth had no
access to culture, indeed, they were
doomed to illiteracy and poverty. This
is why our third basic task is the de
velopment of culture at all levels. It
is not only a question of extending our
cultural activities, of developing sports
among youth, of organizing all kinds of
useful leaisure-time pursuits. Basically,
it is a question of working out a new
concept of culture accessible to all. It
is a question of valuing and preserving
all the monuments and highlights of
our history, all the treasures of our
culture and arts.

Another important task is the dynam
ism of the process of training cadres
for the Organization of Mozambican
Youth. This is an urgent task because
the majority of our cadres have been
trained for the immediate needs of the
national liberation movement. But, after
winning our independence and freedom,
the conditions and needs have changed
a great deal, the tasks are to be tack
led by our cadres have multiplied. And
the effective work of a youth organiza
tion depends also on the quality of its
cadres. Among the indispensable con
ditions for the work of an organization
there is the need for material means.
Youth is a permanent and special
matter of concern for our state but we
cannot expect everything from it. This
is why our fifth task is the collecting
of funds for the various tasks of the
Organization of Mozambican Youth.

As to our activity at the interna
tional level, here we can resume our
basic tasks in two points. First of all
we must continue the process that has
already been started to establish rela
tions of friendship and cooperation with
other revolutionary and progressive
youth organizations the world over, to
contribute in this way to the strength
ening of international democratic youth
and student movement, to the strength
ening of its unity. Throughout for
struggle for national liberation we en
joyed strong international anti-imperial
ist solidarity which helped us a great
deal. Now, having won our independ
ence, we believe that one of our most
important tasks is to draw up a con
crete solidarity plan in support of our
brothers and sisters fighting in south
ern Africa under extremely harsh con
ditions against colonialism, racism, and
apartheid. It should be stressed that it 

is a question of a wide spectrum of
actions that could be staged success
fully only together with other progres
sive and democratic youth organiza
tions.

To sum up the central objective of
the OMY’s plan of action, we could
say that the focal point of all our work
is the patriotic and social education of
youth, to turn every young Mozam
bican into a progressive, well-educated
citizen, aware of his responsibilities,
healthy in body and mind.

I have not singled out the tasks of
our youth and our organization in the
strengthening of the defence of our
motherland, tasks which are considered
as of vital importance in the present-
day reality in Mozambique. It should
be stressed that at present we live in
a period when our defence capacity is
being built up. I do not think I have
to dwell specially on this point. Every
body knows very well the designs of
Ian Smith and his accomplices. Def
ence of the country and of the gains
of the Revolution is the most sacred
duty for each Mozambican citizen. And
our youth is fully involved in the ac
complishment of that task. Everybody
has to fulfil it in the place where he
lives, in the place where he works.
Concrete forms for carrying out this
task are: study, direct participation in
productive work and in the strengthen
ing of our defence capacity. Because
— and we must lay emphasis on this
— it should be clear to our youth that
defence of the country and the Re
volution can be done not only with
arms or by military service. Every
young person who studies at different
levels is at the same time a conscious
militant who fights against obscurant
ism, against the manoeuvres of the
enemy, against the remnants of the
colonialist and bourgeois spirit, against
disrespect for manual work, against
cultural alienation, etc., and thus in
the long run strengthens our defensive
power. Every youngster who works in
agriculture or industry is at the same
time a conscious militant who fights
against enemy sabotage, against in
dolence, for the well-being of the mas
ses, thus contributing with his work to
the strengthening of our defensive co
operation.

It is in this concrete and realistic
context that our youth prepare for the
11th World Festival of Youth and
Students. We should add that a deleg
ation of Mozambican youth has already
participated in the 10th Festival held
in Berlin in the capacity of youth or
a national liberation movement as part
of the broad anti-imperialist and anti
colonialist front of FRELIMO. Today 

we are the youth of a free country, of
a sovereign state in the African con
tinent, and we will take part in the
Festival in Havana in this capacity.
Our National Preparatory Committee
was established prior to the setting
up of our Organization of Mozambican
Youth on the basis of a decision of
the FRELIMO Central Committe. The
task of the NPC is to well prepare the
delegation of Mozambican youth which
will take part in the Festival, but, at
the same time, we consider the prep
arations for the Festival a very big
event of national significance for our
youth. It is necessary that all our peo
ple, and more particularly, our youth
live in the atmosphere of that mag
nificent fete of world youth. The whole
preparatory phase is becoming a lar
ge school to educate our youth in the
internationalist spirit which is a con
stant factor of our struggle.

A vast campaign of information and
propaganda is being developed in Mo
zambique, including political actions,
cultural and sports programmes, volun
tary work, competitions in literature
and the arts. Almost everywhere you
can see an enthusiastic spirit of
emulation: every young person would
like to get the first prize and win the
right to go to the Havana Festival.

But the 11th Festival next July will
not only be a magnificent gathering of
youth coming from all over the world,
it will also be un unforgettable mani
festation of anti-imperialist solidarity
which has been the dominating aspect
of the preparations for the Festival
from the very beginning. For us, young
Mozambicans, the 11th World Festival
of Youth and Students will be an ex
cellent opportunity to further broaden
the anti-imperialist front of youth and
other progressive forces in the world.
And we see this anti-imperialist front
as a very concrete thing: as continued
and growing support for all youth, all
peoples struggling for their indepen
dence, for democracy and social pro
gress. The broadness and effectiveness
of that broad anti-imperialist front
depends to a great extent on the rela
tions of friendship and cooperation ex
isting among youth organizations of
different countries and continents. In
the same spirit we stand for the fur
ther improvement of the relations of
friendship and cooperation of our Or
ganization of Mozambican Youth with
the World Federation of Democratic
Youth, for relations which should be
reflected in joint concrete actions*.

S. I.
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ANGOLA:

Year of strengthening
and reorganization

Our delegation has come to this
Assembly of member organizations
of the World Federation of Demo
cratic Youth to thank the democrat
ic and progressive youth of the
world for their concrete solidarity
expressed during the long years of
our national liberation struggle, our
struggle against the manoeuvres and
aggressions of imperialists and reac
tionaries who continue doing every
thing in their power to crush our
young Republic, to prevent us from
building a worthy future for our en
tire people. Another purpose of our
delegation is to inform the repre
sentatives of democratic and prog
ressive world youth about the situa
tion in the People’s Republic of An
gola, on the activities of our youth
and our organization.

As you are well aware the last
Congress of MPLA took a decision
to transform our liberation move
ment called MPLA into a Marxist-
Leninist party — the Party of La
bour. In keeping with this decision
of our party we have the task of
reorganizing the JMPLA.

As a mass youth organization of
Angola and an integral part of our
liberation movement, the JMPLA
should become the youth organiza
tion of a political party. This means
that a qualitative change should be
made in keeping with the present
reality in the country. We have al
ready commenced the education of
our members in a Marxist-Leninist
spirit and, together with this work,
we are waging a campaign to rec
ruit new members, mainly from the
workers’ sectors and among our mi
litants. Later on we shall be ex
tending these activities to the sec
tor of young peasants, too.

We are planning to convene our
next Congress for 1979. We consider
the year 1978 as a year of strength-
ning and reorganization of our youth
movement to which we are giving
a political organization.

In the ranks of the Angolan youth
we are carrying on an intensive ac
tivity for the creation and strength -

Statement
by Vicencia Brito,

representative
of the Youth of the Popular

Liberation Movement
of Angola
(JMPLA)

and head of
the Angolan delegation

to the 10th WFDY
Assembly

ening of a new outlook. We are do
ing our best in order that every
young Angolan man and woman
really participates in the renewal
of our society. This means first of
all the active participation of Ango
lan youth in all fields of national
reconstruction and defence of our
party. On the production front we
are successfully organizing the vo
luntary work of young people of
both sexes, be it the building of
bridges, housing schemes, the har
vesting of coffee or rice, or the era

dication of illiteracy. The fact must
be stressed that this year alone over
112,000 Angolans have learnt to read
and write and that more than 80
per cent of those responsible for
courses to liquidate illiteracy are
young volunteers. I must add that
due to the lack of teachers we have
enormous difficulties in the field of
teaching. But our young people cope
with these difficulties: they continue
their studies and at the same time
help in teaching others or they con
tinue their studies without leaving
their jobs in production.

On April 14 we commemorate the
Angolan Youth Day in honour of
the young commander Hoji ya Hen-
da, Hero of the Angolan people, who
fell in the struggle against the Por
tuguese colonialists. This Day of our
youth will be one more occasion to
redouble our efforts in the fields of
reconstruction as well as strength
ening the defence of our country.

It is in this framework that we
are preparing for the 11th World
Festival of Youth and Students. A
broad emulation campaign is devel
oping among our youth with the aim
to successfully accomplish their tasks
in reorganizing our JMPLA, in pro
duction and defence. Artistic and
cultural competitions, actions and
days of solidarity are organized one
after another. We lay particular
stress on the strengthening of our
young people’s solidarity with the
peoples and youth of southern Afri
ca, the last bastion of racism and
colonialism on our continent. We
consider the preparatory stage of the
11th Festival as an effective means
to further increase the spirit of in
ternationalism among Angolan
youth. We want to make our entire
people understand what this gran-
diouse gathering of world youth in
Havana, capital of socialist Cuba, re
presents for our youth, for the
strengthening of anti-imperialist sol
idarity, peace and friendship.
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«For anti-imperialist solidarity,
peace and progress »>

UJFDY BETWEEN
TWO

Since the 9th Assembly (Varna, Bulgaria, November 1974) until the 10th Assembly in Berlin,
capital of GDR (February 22nd to March 1st 1978) WFDY has carried out a large number of
actions and initiatives in order to realize the tasks of the World Youth Campaign of Com
mon Actions for anti-imperialist solidarity, peace and progress. As it would be impossible to
enumerate all these actions in the present issue, we present here in chronological order a
selection of the most important events during this period of time.

1976 1977

Havana, capital of socialist Cuba is
chosen as host-capital of the 11th
World Festival of Youth and Students,
to be held in summer 1978. For the
first time a Festival will be held in
America.

The European Youth and Student
Meeting (EYSM) took place in War
saw, preceded by long and thorough
preparatory work, in order to discuss
together the questions for peace, sec
urity and cooperation.

The messengers of democratic youth
meet in Milan,(Italy) to condemn once
again the fascist dictatorship of Pi
nochet and demand a clear answer as
to the whereabouts of the more than
2.500 disappeared" Chilean patriots.



1975

WFDY celebrates two historic anniversaries: the first for all mankind, the other for the
democratic youth movement: These are the 30th anniversary of victory over fascism, linked
with the 30th anniversary of WFDY.s foundation. The Federation focuses its activities on
these events which are characterized by the noble spirit of the London oath, above all
by anti-imperialist solidarity.



In Europe the accent is on
preparations for the Euro
pean Youth and Student
Meeting (EYSM) with the
participation of a large
cross-section of youth organ
izations of different political,
ideological, philosophical and
religious trends. The Balaton-
almddi consultative meetings
(Hungary) are traditionally
held which helps toward a
further increase in the num
ber of European organiza
tions participating in the
preparations for the EYSM.

For the first time the editor
ial board initiates trips of
groups of youth press jour
nalists. The first group goes
to several Western African
countries before being ar
rested in a provocative man
ner in Luanda by the FFNLA
authorities of the traitor
Holden Roberto. The second
group spends nearly three
weeks in Peru and comes
back deeply impressed by
the gains of the 1968 Rev
olution on the one hand and
the increased pressure threat
ening the fate of this his
torical event of the progress
ive and revolutionary milit
ary of Peru, on the other.
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MEETING
WARSAW
JUNE, 1976

1976
Da Nang, native town of Nguyen Van
Troi, hero of the Vietnamese people
and youth, is the place of a symbolic
and important ceremony for the dem
ocratic youth of the world. The school
called after Nguyen Van Troi, built as
a result of a world fund-raising cam
paign launched by the 20.000 particip
ants of the 10th World Festival of
Youth and Students in Berlin is open
ed in the presence of a delegation of
the World Federation of Democratic
Youtfr and the International Union of
Students.

______ —---- —

Warsaw, the Polish capital ruined by
the Second World War and rebuilt, of
fered its hospitality to the messengers
of the young generation in Europe
who met to map out together their
tasks for maintaining peace and sec
urity and strengthening their cooper
ation. The democratic youth movement
of the continent sends its representat
ives to the European Youth and Stud
ent Meeting who unanimously approve
the need to convene a European Con
ference on Disarmament at youth
level.

One of the most important events in
the year is the 2nd meeting of the
IPC for the 11th Festival. This meeting
launched an Appeal to the youth of
the world and made active solidarity
the keynote of all preparatory work
for the Festival. During the actual
meeting solidarity events were organ
ized in Havana in support of peoples
and youth in struggle against imper
ialism, colonialism, racism, apartheid,
against dictatorship, oppression and
exploitation, for the rights of youth, for
democracy, peace and progress.



Peace and security, the strengthening of cooperation and
mutual understanding should not be limited to the con
tinent of Europe. These have to be the common good of
all peoples and youth of the world. It is in this spirit that
the International Youth and Student Conference met in
Madras (India) in October, under the slogan •■The Indian
Ocean should be transformed into a zone of peace, sec
urity, and cooperations, thus joining the initiators of the
traditional meetings of young research workers in Nakhodka
(USSR) guided by the same noble goals in the region of
the Pacific.

Peace, security, cooperation and progress are inextricably
linked with the struggle against fascism, imperialism, colon
ialism, racism and apartheid, against oppression and ex
ploitation, for democracy, for a new economic order. Del
egates of a wide range of political youth organizations met
in Mexico at an international meeting organized by WFDY
and a broad national preparatory committee to discuss
together the above questions of vital importance for the
young generation.
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1977
A yeor very rich in events and actions most of
which served the effective solidarity with the strug
gle of youth in developed capitalist countriest a-
gainst the excessive power of multinational themes
of vital importance for youth have been tackled at
a seminar (Brussels, February) and at a meeting
of young experts on these questions (Budapest). A
special enlarged WFDY Bureau meeting was devot
ed to the problem of professional ban (Berufsver-
bote) depriving progressive youth in the FRG of the
right to exercise their profession.

<, SES Dft

Summer was marked by a major solid
arity event in support of Chile and the
peoples and youth of southern Africa.
The struggle of the people and youth
of Chile against Pinochet's bloody
fascist dictatorship continues to mobil
ize millions of youth the world over
who, alongside other progressive for
ces of mankind, isolate the torturers
of Santiago more and more every day.
This time the venue of an internation
al seminar and an enthusiastic rally of
30.000 youth was Milan, a big city in
the North of Italy.

The chronicle of the Federation has been enriched with an unforget
table event: Luis Corvaldn, General Secretary of the Communist Party
of Chile, paid a visit to WFDY Headquarters where he personally ex
pressed its recogniton of the merits of the world campaign of solidar
ity with the people and youth of Chile in struggle against the fascist
dictatorship of Pinochet and his clique.
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active solidarity in
Zimbabwe, Namibia

WFDY also participated very actively
and holding of the International Conference against Racism
and Apartheid organized in Lisbon with the participation of
leaders of the Zimbabwe Patriotic Front, of the South-West
African People's Organization (SWAPO) and the African
National Congress (ANC).
Preparations made in the course of last year for the 11th
World Festival of Youth and Students were marked by two
important international events.

The International Children’s Festival
had a very rich programme for chil
dren's and adolescents' organizations,
allowing for a broad exchange of
opinions on the rights of children, and
contained an unforgettable programme
for the children too amidst the pic
turesque scenery in Artek (USSR).

capital of Finland, of-
the International Meet-
of
of

WFDY has always paid special attention to the struggle of
the peoples and youth of southern Africa against racism
and apartheid, against the last vestiges of colonialism on
the African continent. Helsinki, the
fered its hospitality to delegates of
ing organized under the banner
support of the peoples and youth
and the South Africa Republic.

in the preparation

In Primorsko (Bulgaria) on the sunny
coast of the Black Sea assembled the
delegates of a large number of organ
izations on the occasion of the inaug
uration of the 1st European Centre of
Youth and Student Tourism. The well-
known slogan «Youth Tourism — Pass
port to Peace” found a very broad
and favourable echo.
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KC3he delegation of the Ho Chi
Minh Commipist Youth Union
of Vietnam, a member of the

■ World Federation of Democrat
ic Youth, notes with great satisfac
tion the anti-imperialist tendency
for peace and friendship which has
been demonstrated and further dev
eloped in the course of the work of
our 10th Assembly. The Assembly of
WFDY member organizations has
touched upon all questions related
to the struggle of youth in different
parts of the world. It dealt with
them on the basis of the imperative
necessity to develop and strengthen
concrete solidarity with all these
struggles. As examples, we can
mention the special sessions devot
ed to solidarity with the peoples
and youth of Chile, of southern
Africa, of Palestine, or the solidar
ity meetings with the peoples and
youth of Vietnam and Laos and
other concrete demonstrations of
anti-imperialist solidarity by the
world’s democratic and progressive
youth. Vietnamese youth raised
their voices together with the youth
of the world, united in the struggle
for peace, national independence,
democracy and social progress. As
a people which has fought for noble
ideals, we stand alongside the youth
of the world in present struggles
being waged for the same ideals.

The historical victory we won
over the American aggressors was
not only victory, but also that of
the democratic youth the world
over who supported us during the
long and difficult years of war. We
have taken advantage of this 10th
WFDY Assembly to express again
our sincere thanks for the interna
tional solidarity demonstrated tow
ards us in the past, present and in
future, too.

In this historical 10th Assembly
we have witnessed the solidarity of
the world’s democratic youth with
our present struggle for the bulid-

VIETNAM^

♦♦We are
with the youth of

the world »

A statement by Nguyen Tien Phong, secretary of the Cen
tral Committee of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth and
head of the Vietnamese delegation to the 10th WFDY Assem
bly.

ing of socialism in our country,
their support for our efforts in
healing the wounds of war, for our
efforts in demanding that the Unit
ed-States observes its commitments
in regard to its participation in the
rebuilding of Vietnam after the war.
We also witnessed the solidarity of
our friends and comrades all over
the world in the face of the illegal
act of the American government a-
gainst our permanent delegate in
the UN headquarters.

We have also to thank our friends
and comrades all over the world
who expressed here, from the As
sembly platform, their support for
the just proposals of our govern
ment for a peaceful and negotiated
settlement of the border conflict be
tween Vietnam and Cambodia. As
you know, after our victory over the
American aggressors, the Vietnam
ese people and youth wanted to
concentrate their efforts on the
rebuilding of the country but, un
fortunately, the government of Cam
bodia made a series of provocations
and armed aggressions along our
common border. We would like to
reach a quick solution, a peaceful
settlement of the problem through
negotiations, according to the inter
ests of the Vietnamese and also of
the Khmer people, to the interests
of peace in South-East Asia and the
whole world. We heard with pleas
ure and satisfaction the expressions
of support by world youth for those
just proposals from our government.

Here, in the framework of this
Assembly, we have discussed with
the representatives of the democrat
ic youth of the world the prepara
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tions for the 11th World Festival.
Concerning Vietnam and Vietnam
ese youth, we are carrying on an
intensive work in order to contribute
to the success of this event of world
significance for all young people.
We have organized a through-going
national preparatory campaign with
cultural, arts and sports activities.
Our young workers have started a
broad-scale socialist emulation in the
the factories and fields in honour
of the 11th Festival. On the basis
of this emulation will be chosen
the delegates to the Havana Fes
tival representing Vietnamese youth
in the capital of the Island of Free
dom, the first socialist country in
the new world. Among the memb
ers of the Vietnamese youth deleg
ation there will be heroes of the
resistance to the American imperial
ist aggression, students chosen from
among the best, outstanding artists
and athletes who, together with the
vanguad young ^workers of the soc
ialist reconstruction and exemplary
young farmers, will show a true
image of today’s Vietnam to the
democratic youth of the world.

As you know, our people and

government highly appreciate the
contribution of the WFDY to our
victory, to our efforts for the re
building of our country. That is why
the President of our Republic
awarded the WFDY last year the
Medal of Friendship. We take this
opportunity to stress that this val
uable contribution of the WFDY to
our struggle has been enriched by
the contribution of your Magazine,
World Youth. That is why we con
vey to the Editors and staff of the
WFDY magazine our warm thanks
and best wishes in their work, our
greetings of solidarity and friend
ship.

O
n March 4, 1978, thirty thous
and Israeli soldiers equipped
with ultra-modern weapons
crossed over the Lebanese

border and launched a large-scale
offensive against the country’s
southern region. The official pretext
for the new Israeli aggression was
the March 11 raid by a Palestinian
commando group against a bus
near Tel-Aviv, which caused 32
deaths. The objective officially rec
ognized by Israel was the carrying
out of a ^preventive measure* and
not a retaliatory action. Today it is
clear that Israel launched her crim
inal aggression with the tacit ap
proval of Washington which had
let the Begin government under
stand that it would not oppose such
a move so long as Tel-Aviv rem
ained within ■••correct proportions*.

The scale of the Israeli aggression
is in itself an undeniable proof of
the fact that the military operation
had been given a long and careful
preparation, in all evidence already
before the Israeli Right came to
power.

To deal a «coup de grace* at the
Palestinian resistance and resolve
the entire Palestinian problem by
violence, has been an old dream of
the Zionist and annexationist circles
in Tel-Aviv. But how to reach the
point where this could be done? —
that was the question the fanatics
for «Eretz Israel* (Greater Israel)
had on their lap for a long time.

Deep-rooted manoeuvres
As after the Black September of

1970, the Palestinians were given
the possibility to settle in South
Lebanon, the attacks of the Israeli
aggressors were more and more
pinpointed against this area. With
the complicity of the American im
perialists the forces of the Lebanese
right had undertaken to prepare the
way for the Israeli attacks. They
unleashed civil war in Lebanon a-
gainst the progressive Lebanese
forces and the Palestinian resist
ance.

During his visit to WFDY head
quarters, we asked Haydar Haydar,
representative of the leadership of
the Palestinian Information Agency
WAFA, to briefly sum up the new
situation in Lebanon. «This is not

••For 8 days now South Leba
non has been turned into an
area of bitter struggle and
heroic resistance waged by the
forces of the Palestinian resis
tance and the Lebanese patriot
ic movement against the largest
and most brutal Israeli aggres
sion against Lebanon.*

••This aggression, prepared
by imperialism and Zionism with
the assistance and complicity of
Arab reaction, is one of the
most serious attacks against the
progressive and peace-loving
forces of the region aimed at
liquidating the Palestinian resis
tance and carrying out the
reactionary plan to partition
Lebanon ...»
(From the Appeal of March 22,
1978, Issued by the WFDY
Bureau to World Youth).* * *
the first time the Israeli agressors
have wanted to liquidate us*, said
Haydar Haydar. «But this time they
thought they could fulfil their old
plans. The road seemed to be well
prepared and the aggression minute
ly elaborated. Today, after the fail
ure of their enterprise, they are try
ing to play down the significance of
their military operation. However,
Brzezinsky unmasked their real in
tention in a statement he made
shortly after the agression had been
launched: «Good-bye PLO!* Thanks
to our fight waged jointly with the
Lebanese progressive forces, we
taught the aggressors a good lesson.
Mardahai Gour, the Israeli General
who commanded the whole large-
scale military operation was forced
to admit that they had been prepar
ed for a «walk through South Le
banon* and that they had not reck
oned with «such a resistance causing
serious losses*. That is to say their
plan ended again in a striking defeat.
And the Palestinian resistance has
become still stronger both from the
political and the military point of
view.

In his speech delivered on the oc
casion of the anniversary of the
death of Kamal Jumblat, Yasser A-
rafat PLO president stressed, among
other things: *<The terrorist Begin
and his minister of defence claim
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Youth and the
new Israeli aggression

that the «operations» are still on.
The fighters of the Lebanese Na
tional Movement are continuing the
struggle side by side with their
brothers and comrades-in-arms, the
Palestinian fighters, and especially
in this area which is dear to us and
which we are defending with heart
and soul in spite of the use of the

American war machine, namely, air
planes, artillery and armoured u-
nits.»

As to the political effect of the
aggression within Israel, we again
give the floor to Haydar Haydar:
«The Arab people of the occupied
territories are our Palestinian peo
ple who support the resistance with 

i

their limited means and possibili
ties. Since the failure of the aggres
sion the Arab masses in the oc
cupied territories have answered by
demonstrations and strikes. Arab
workers held a general strike in
Ghaza, Naplouse, Ramallah, Hal-
houl, Toulkarem and Hebron; the
Israeli military operations aroused a
powerful wave of protest in the
West Bank of the Jordan, schools
and shops are still closed, students
erect barricades, demonstrators dem
and an end to the Zionist regime of
occupation and the Israeli aggres
sion against South Lebanon. In se
veral places the police of the Is
raeli occupiers fired on demonstra
tors who answered with stones. On
March 17, the occupation authorities
began large-scale arrests to prevent
the wave of demonstrations turning
into a popular uprising. It must be
stressed that the Israeli aggression
was condemned not only by the A-
rab-language press in the occupied
territories but also by progressive
forces within Israel, which is clear
ly demonstrated by the statement
issued by the Communist Party of
Israel. These stands, this solidarity
which are expressed in all parts of
the world for our struggle, give us
new energy to continue our fight.
The solidarity of democratic and
progressive world youth — express
ed in the recent statement of the
WFDY Bureau and a reassuring
proof of which was the immediate
supply of tents sent by the WFDY
Bureau to help those who had been
left homeless — is new evidence of
the conscious commitment of world
youth. We thank you very sincerely
for this valuable assistance. A dele
gation of our youth will — despite
all the difficulties — be present at
the 11th World Festival of Youth
and Students in Havana and will
express their thanks to the 16,000
messengers of youth from the five
continents. »
Budapest, 21st April, 1978.

I. Schutz
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The first WFDY delegation is Greece
since the fall of fascism (1975); from
right to left: P. Lapiccirella, WFDY
president, V. Lordkipanidze and R.
Guha, vice-presidents

GREECE:

The youth
in struggle

for their rights
After the recent elections of the

20th of November considerable
changes took place in the political
scene in Greece.

The progressive forces increased
their vote, the Communist Party
took 10 per cent of the vote and
increased more than two fold its
number of deputies (11 deputies);
the strength of the right decreased;
the majority of our people con
demned the policy of serving the in
terests of imperialism and the mo
nopolies as followed by the govern
ment of Karamanlis.

A new balance of forces was
formed in the political life of the
country which opens to the youth
movement bigger possibilities and
perspectives, helps toward the furth
er mass participation of youth in the
struggle and organization of the
youth movement on a broad basis,
for new gains in the struggle for
employment, education, culture, for 

the expansion of democratic and
trade union rights, for the further
contribution of the youth to the
general anti-imperialist and demo
cratic struggle of our people.

60,000 young
people jobless

The working youth as a part of
the working class of our country
are among those affected most by
the governmental policy.

Young working people are subject
to the crudest exploitation. They are
made to enter production without
proper qualifications, with insuffi
cient training or no training at all.
Meanwhile the number of unem
ployed or underemployed youth in
creases. The actual number of un
employed youth in our country is

The Federation's delegation lays a
wreath at the wall of the Polytechnic
in Athens in honour of students killed
by fascist repression

60,000, i.e. one out of three unem
ployed is young. This is why the ac
tive participation of Greek youth in
the WFDY campaign against youth
unemployment acquires particular
importance.

Inequality in pay is also one of
the main problems. Under the pre
text of "apprenticeship* young peo
ple are employed in specialized jobs
with much lower pay than their a-
dult collegues. The official data re
veals that industries in Athens and
Pireus pay the so-called apprentices
40 per cent less than the average
general wage. In the countryside the
situation is even worse.

Minors are employed — in large
numbers — in hard or unhealthy
jobs; even the existing relevant le
gislation is violated but the state
does not bother to exercise the ne
cessary control. It is estimated that
60,000 minors participate in produc
tion today. The example of the quar
ries of the big capitalist firms Ska-
listiris or Chalkidiki where boys and
girls break rocks for 5 or 100 drach
mas a day (1.5 and 3 dollars respec
tively) is characteristic of the situa
tion.

While the inhuman overexploita
tion of youth secures more super
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A huge demonstration by youth on the
occasion of the 4th anniversary of the
student uprising at the Polytechnic

profits for the monopolies the stepp
ing up of the rate of production and
the lack of many labour safety
measures in the work-places causes,
every year, an increase in the num
ber of industrial accidents. The ma
jority of these accidents — more
than 50,000 a year — happen to
young workers.

The legislation covering working
people’s health and safety and which
should protect them from these a-
buses dates back to 1912 in its ba
sic points.

Many young people have to work
and study at the same time. Their
situation is even worse if we consi
der that they need more than 18
hours a day to perform this dual
task.

Despite all these things, the gov
ernment, closely following the di
rections that issued from the meet
ings of the imperialist powers in
Puerto Rico (1976) and London
(1977) and the demands of the mo
nopolies, insists in its policy of
-austerity”, the freezing of wages
and salaries, utilizing laws and oth
er “practical” measures to deal with
the actions and demonstrations by
young workers alongside the work
ing class.

The anti-labour law 330/1976 pro
hibits trade union activity by young
workers under 16 years of age, while
tolerating and encouraging the ter
rorist dismissals of young trade u-
nionists.

In many strikes, the working peo
ple frequently have to face the po
lice “special forces”. Arrests and
trials intending to intimidate the
working people follow.

In the face of this situation the
militancy and consciousness of the
young working people increase. In
greater and greater numbers they
join the trade unions. Mass class
struggles have been waged with
considerable successes.

In 1977 alone, 1.5 million working
people went on strike, i.e. the total
number of the working people of
our country. The participation and
contribution of youth in these strug
gles was significant. Youth demand
ed among other things, a solution
to its specific problems: a six-hour
working day for those under 18 and

Living and working conditions of Greek
youth have not changed much since
the collapse of the dictatorship: in the
port of Pyreus more than 60 thousand
young people and children do dan
gerous work for a very low pay

for working students and pupils, e-
qual pay for equal work, leave with
full pay for working students dur
ing examinations, etc. In many big
enterprises these claims were satis
fied, despite the hostile attitude of
the government.

In 1978 young workers developed
new struggles alongside the work
ing class for the signing of a new
National Labour Contract contain

ing the demands that have to be
met.

In most trade unions the young
working people have established
their own Youth Committees along
side the Union Boards, for the bet
ter promotion of their claims and
the organizing of their participation
in the general working class actions.
The Youth Committees have up till
now displayed a considerably varied
and multiform activity, including
cultural and sport activity.

KNE has elaborated a concrete
programme of immediate claims,
that considerably helps the further
development of working youth strug
gles.

The work of KNE in this field re
sults in an increase in its influence
and its membership among young
workers.

128,000
candidates for
21,700 seats in
the Universities
Despite the pompous declaration

of the government for an -educa
tional revolution”, the educational
system of our country is one-sided
ly oriented toward serving the in
terests of the ruling class. The road
to higher education is blocked espe
cially to children of working fami
lies. Out of 80,000 candidates for hig
her education in 1977, only 15,000
were accepted; out of 45,000 can
didates for higher technical and vo
cational training only 6,700 were ac
cepted. The rest have to choose be
tween unemployment, underemploy
ment, over exploitation or emigra
tion.

The recent laws concerning tech
nical and vocational training offer
only low-level training to the stu
dents, no guarantee of employment,
and forces them to enter produc
tion under unfavourable conditions.

The other levels of education also
have grave problems, which have to
do with the content of education,
the material and technical substruc
ture, the limitations imposed on
trade union rights. Nurseries are vir
tually non-existent. 650,000 children
of pre-school age have no nursery
places, there is a lack of more than
25,000 classrooms and 10,000 teach
ers and professors in primary and 
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secondary education. AU this causes
a boom in private educational in
stitutions.

Only 1.9 per cent of the Gross
National Product is currently allot
ted to education,whereas 4.6 percent
is spent for armaments, within the
NATO framework.

For all these reasons, young peo
ple of all educational levels, link
their struggle with the general anti
imperialist, anti-monopoly, demo
cratic struggle of our people, they
develop their movement under the
slogan: Double the budget for edu
cation! Meet students’ demands!

Pupils and students do not strug
gle alone. They build a common
front with their teachers and pro
fessors, with their parents, they com
bine their struggle with the Asso
ciations of Scientists, the trade u-
nions and leading figures of social
life.

KNE promotes a concrete pro
gramme of immediate youth claims.
Its basic points are:

— The creation of suitable pre
conditions for popular education,
without social discrimination and
barriers, at all educational levels.
Grants and measures helping stu
dents and pupils of working class
origin.

— Democratization of the content
and structure of education. Impro
vement of the study and living con
ditions of students. Creation of an
adequate and up-to-date material
and technical sub-structure.

— Consolidation and expansion of
the students’ and teachers’ rights
and liberties.

In Patras, youth call for the disamantling of American military basisThe students struggle consistently
for the achievement of a democrat
ic Constitutional Charter of Higher
Education.

The contribution of the young
communists in all the major and
everyday struggles of the pupils and
students is significant. This explains
the prestige, the influence and the
important increase in membership
of KNE among students.

The recent student elections are
an example: the organization sup
ported by KNE emerged as the first
force, gathering, all over Greece,
more than 15,000 votes (30 per cent
of the vote).

The "cultural products* of the
ruling class and the cultural
movement of youth

The policy of our country’s ruling
class concerning the creative utili-

zation of the leisure time of youth,
the encouragement of their cultural
activity and all forms of culture of
fered to youth is appalling.

On the one hand the "American
way of life* is persistently cultivat
ed and diffused (recently the same
•><life-style* has also been dubbed as
the "European ideal*). There are no
cultural and recreational clubs sup
ported by the state where youth
can make proper use of their lei
sure.

Sport — and particularly football
— is open only to a few and is
mainly used as a commercial en
terprise. No care is taken for the
development of sports in school, for
the cultural improvement of young
workers and students.

On the contrary, night-clubs and
cabarets are abundant, pornography
is rampant and the network of drug
distribution is on the increase.

The ruling class bombards youth
incessantly with the "cultural* sub
products of capitalism, it steps up
its efforts to discourage and diso
rientate youth, to alienate them
from social struggles.

Therefore Greek youth struggle in
the field of culture as well. Youth
struggles for the building of a broad
progressive cultural movement bas
ed on the militant and cultural tra
ditions of our people, encompassing
youth’s broadest sphere of interests
and satisfying their needs in recrea
tion and their creative impulses in
the field of culture.
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Hundreds of cultural clubs and
unions have been created in all
quarters of the cities, towns and vil
lages.

These clubs have displayed a rich
and varied cultural, educational, en
vironmental and sport activity.

Furthermore they have gained
significant experience in supporting
the work of the municipalities, by
closely linking their work and co
operating with the town and city
councils.

The young communists consider
that work in these cultural clubs is
of the utmost importance.

The organizations of KNE have
constantly orientated their work
towards the strengthening of these
clubs, so that they may comprise all
the youth and make their work
constant and multiform.

Apart from the KNE work in this
field, both generally and at a local
level, for the development of the
cultural movement of youth, we
must mention the separate cultural
activity of KNE mainly expressed 

through the Festival of KNE and its
newspaper ><ODIGITIS».

The 3rd Festival of KNE and O-
DIGITIS (September 1977) lasted
four days and included various po
litical (speeches, mass meetings, dis
cussions, forums) cultural (dancing,
singing, plays, cinema, children’s
entertainment, etc.) and sports ac
tivities. More than 700,000 people
participated in the events.

Furthermore, the Festival was
preceded by hundreds of local cul
tural events lasting one to four days.
These took place in big cities, towns,
villages, etc. The four days of the
central events were but a culmina
tion of all this activity.

1978:a year
of important

events
1978 is a year of even greater de

velopment and maturity of the youth 

movement in our country, a year of
more successes.

For KNE this year is of particu
lar importance because of the im
portant events and jubilees it in
eludes.

— In May the 10th Congress of
the Communist Party of Greece will
take place. The Congress will be a
milestone in the development of the
working class movement and the
popular movement in Greece. KNE
has the hard and noble task of
deeply studying and propagating the
documents of the Congress among
youth. Furthermore, we have the
duty in the course of the pre-Con-
gress work, to further reinforce our
ties with youth and especially with
the working youth through special
recruitment plans.

— 1978 is the year of the 60th an
niversary of the founding of the
Communist Party of Greece. The
resolution of the 6th Session of the
Central Council of KNE states that
all activity of KNE during this year
will be dedicated to the party of the
working class of our country.

Solidarity meeting with the peoples and youth of Chile, Vietnam and Cyprus,
in Athens

— 1978 also marks ten years since
the founding of KNE and its press
organ -ODIGITIS». The 10th anni
versary will be celebrated with va
rious actions and events culminat
ing in the 4th Festival of KNE and
ODIGITIS, which will take place in
Athens from the 7th to the 10th of
September, 1978. The celebrations
will be a new opportunity for bet
ter acquainting youth with the
young communists and their work,
for strengthening KNE by recruit
ing thousands of new militant mem
bers.

— Finally, KNE is actively parti
cipating in the preparations for the
11th World Festival of Youth and
Students in Havana.

KNE will continue its active par
ticipation in the international prog
ressive youth movement. It will par
ticipate in all international initiati
ves undertaken or supported by
WFDY, as a member of its Execu
tive Committee. KNE will support
the solidarity campaigns, il will con
tinue to struggle for the rallying to
gether and common struggle of
Greek youth for their basic rights,
for national independence, democra
cy and socialism, for peace, securi
ty, cooperation and detente all over
the world.

Athens, February 20, 1978.

C. A.
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Between August 9 and 11, 1877, seven thousand Russian and Bulgarian soldiers
repelled the fierce attacks of Soliman Pasha’s Turkish army of 30 thousand men,
thus preventing it from taking the Plevna passage

Centenary

of Bulgaria’s

liberation

TTT|ulgaria’s existence as a medieval
■"C independent State stopped at
-HJx the 14th century. The Bulgar
ian nation was subjugated for al
most five centuries. Nevertheless,
towards the second half of the 17th
century a process of cognizance and
formation of the Bulgarian nation
took form and developed step by
step. For two hundred years the
national liberation struggle of the
people grew and took on a power
ful impetus in the second half of
the 19th century. The insurrection
in April 1876 was the highlight of
the revolution for national libera
tion against the secular subduers.
The popular masses, filled with a
spirit of selflessness, joined in it
with great enthusiasm.

But this April purising suffered
a painful defeat. The oppressors
violently shamsed the upsurge of
the national liberation struggle.
However, the exploitation of the
popular masses and the cruelty of
the foreign tyrannical regime drew
the attention of European public
opinion. The most progressive-
minded people of the time express
ed their compassion for the suffer
ings of the Bulgarian people and
their admiration for its courage in
waging an unequal struggle against
the powerful Ottoman Empire. The
American journalist McGahan, the
French writer Victor Hugo, the
Italian revolutionary Garibaldi, and
the English politician Gladston ex-
presed their support for the Bul
garian cause and contributed in
wakening European public opinion
concerning the destiny of this part
of Europe.

However, it was among Russian
public opinion that the struggle of
the Bulgarian people for its free
dom and national independence
found an echo and the most reas
suring compassion. The progressive
forces in Russia gave their support
to the struggle of the oppressed
Slav people in the Balkan peninsula,
to the struggle of a people linked
closely to the Russians by the same
ethnic origin.

On 12-24 April 1978, Alexander
II, Emperor of Russia proclaimed
his manifesto declaring war on the
Ottoman Empire. Regardless of the
political moves of the Sain Peters-
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burg Foreign Ministry, the news of
the outbreak of hostilities was
received with lively approval by
the toiling masses in Russia. Work
ers and peasants, intellectuals and
functionaries were eager to give it
their support. Volunteers poured in
from different parts of the Russian
empire to take part in the struggle
for the liberation of the "oppressed
brothers beyond the Danube**.

The Bulgarian people received the
news about the declaration of war
with hope and conviction. The Bul
garian revolutionary emigrants
mainly concentrated in Romania
launched an appeal to the Bulgar
ian people to give effective assist
ance to the Russian armies. In the
period preceding the declaration of
war, those emigrants, enjoying the
assistance of Slavophil circles, had
prepared the formation of Bulgar
ian datachments who would im
mediately be involved in military
activities. During the military opera
tions those newly-formed Bulgarian
military units gave evidence of their
great qualities as fighters.

The evolution of the military
operations took a complicated path
marked by many a vicissitude. At
the beginning the Russian armed
forces scored fine victories and their
march forward seemed to herald a
rapid conclusion of the war. But
the enemy succeeded in rallying its
forces and dealing effective counter
blows; it stabilized its defence and
the war went on. The counter-of
fensive of the Army of the Ottoman
Empire was stopped in the Shipka
Pass which connects northern Bul
garia with its southern part. Dur
ing the defence of the Shipka Pass
the Bulgarian volunteers and Rus
sian soldiers fought side by side and
strengthened their mutual friend
ship.

In the winter of 1877-78 the Rus
sian armed forces got the upper
hand again and launched an ir
resistible assault on the Ottoman
Army. The Russians scored crushing
victories and obliged the Constan
tinople government to ask for an
armistice.

The peace treaty which confirmed
the liberation of Bulgaria was sig
ned on March 3, 1878 in the small
village of San Stephano, not far
from the capital of the empire.

However, the "Bulgarian problem**
again fell into the hands of diplom
ats. The powers of western Europe
did not wish to see the strengthen
ing of Russia in the Balkans and
in the East and they Imposed a
revision on the outcome of the war.
Vague political agreements between
the powers that were alien to the
Balkan peoples resulted in the dis
memberment of the Bulgarian na
tion, in the return of a part of
the Bulgarian population to within
the confines of the Ottoman Empire.
The Treaty of Berlin in 1878 esta
blished the new frontiers.

rope. However, the Bulgarian bour
geoisie was not able to fully carry
out this updating of Bulgarian soc
iety. Within a short time it made
a shift towards reactionary posi
tions and became Itself an obstacle
in the way of the progress of the
Bulgarian people.

During this war of liberation the
friendship of the peoples of Bul
garia and Russia was consolidated.
Their joint struggle and sacrifices
in the battlefields became a source
of lasting relations and mutual sym
pathy between the two Slav peo
ples.

On December 23 (January 4/1878},the future capital of Bulgaria, freed from the
Ottoman occupation, welcomes the liberators according to the ancient Slav
custom

The Russo-Turkish war of 1877/
78 however had the role of a na
tional liberation revolution for the
Bulgarian people. Russian arms
made possible the political libera
tion of Bulgaria, the restoration of
the independence of the Bulgarian
state. The victorious march of the
Russian army into Bulgaria led to
the crushing of feudal relations and
opened the way for the develop
ment of capitalist production rela
tions. This resulted in the establish
ment of a new political order in
Bulgaria. A bourgeois-democratic
political regime was established in
the country which firmly set out
on the path of modernization and
tried to overcome the secular bac
kwardness of Bulgaria as compared
to the most advanced States in Eu

The revolutionaries of the two
countries continued strengthening
this friendship. Already at the end
of the last century fraternal ties
were formed between the proletar
ian revolutionaries. The proletarian
revolutionary movement in Bulgaria
was also strongly influenced by the
Russian working class and its al
lies who fought for their liberation.

The victory of the socialist revolu
tion in Russia in 1917 and in Bul
garia in 1944 created new condi
tions for the development and con
solidation of Bulgarian-Soviet
friendship. Today the peoples of the
Soviet Union and Bulgaria are
shaping their own destinies in close
friendship and mutual cooperation.

Christo Kjossev
University lecturer
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T
he Filippinos belongs to the
Third World. It suffers from
the debilitating problems com
mon to all underdeveloped

countries — mass poverty, unem
ployment, malnutrition, lack of me
dical, educational and social ser
vices, and environmental deteriora
tion.

The majority of the Filipino
youth, therefore, are adversely af
fected by the conditions which they
find themselves in and over which
they individually have no control.
Collectively, however, they make up
the most numerous sector of Phi
lippine society and therefore are a
potentially powerful force for social
transformations. As of now, Filipi
nos below 24 years of age comprise
the majority of the population;
those below 15 years of age already
make up 45 per cent of it.

Filipino youth of working-class
and peasant origin are very much
disadvantaged compared to their
more fortunate and well-off counter
parts. During their early formative
years, their families could not af
ford to provide them with adequate
and nourishing food for optimum
physical and mental growth. Many
of them suffered from childhood in
fections and diseases which could
have been prevented or controlled
by hygienic surroundings, funda
mental knowledge of hygiene and
simple medical attention.

Selection
in education

Just as bad was the cultural de
privation which lower-class youth
experienced due to poverty. The
majority of them have very limited
formal schooling. Statistics reveal
that in 1974, there were two mil
lion illiterates. Out of 100 Filipino
children who entered Grade I, 25
dropped out after Grade IV, 50 more
after Grade VI. Only 25 out of 100
reached high school.

What do these figures mean? Ac
cording to UN studies, it takes six
years of formal schooling for a stu
dent to be permanently and func
tionally literate. Therefore, it may
be assumed that the 25 who dropp
ed out after Grade IV would lapse
back into illiteracy.

The formal educational system is
a highly selective structure which
eliminates many of the lower-class
youth at every level. According to

Filipino
youth
for real
development

1965 statistics, 1,344,381 Filipino stu
dents entered Grade I. Out of this
number, 401,762, or roughly 30 per
cent, only reached fourth-year high
school. The results of the college en
trance examination in 1974 showed
that only 267,284 high-school gradu
ates passed. Out of this 267,284 only
146,887 enrolled in the various col
leges and universities throughout the
country in the same year. Those who
did not have enough means to pay
for higher education simply had to
stop attending school.

To sum up, less than 150,000 of
the 1.34 million Filipinos who en
tered Grade I in 1965 reached col
lege in 1974. The majority of this
150,000 come from urban, upper-
class families.

Almost 90 per cent, therefore, of
college-level Filipino youth in 1974
were out of school. An overwhelm
ing number of them dropped out as
early as the elementary grades to
help their parents in farm work or
to join the urban labour force.

According to Department of La
bour statistics, youth 10 to 19 years
of age comprised 19 per cent
(2,626,560) of the total number em
ployed in 1974. Of this, 1,745 million
were in the agricultural industries.
Unemployment in this age group
was very high — 30.2 per cent
(138,316) of the total number of un
employed.

Problems
of working

Youth
Working-class youth suffer very

much from the general conditions
which plague Filipino workers as a
whole. Very low wages, high prices, 

substandard working conditions, a-
cute housing problems and the
constant threat of unemployment
aggravate the misery of a hand-to
mouth existence. Those who have
ambitions of working their way
through college are stopped short by
steep and ever-increasing tutition
fees.

Rural peasant youth are fast be
ing transformed into farm hands or
agricultural workers because of the
rapid transition from feudalism to
capitalism in the countryside. The
rapid expansion of the landless ru
ral poor and, therefore, of surplus
labour — a consequence of a rise
in population which is not accom
panied by an increase in tillable
lands — led to a deterioration of
working conditions as millions of
people scrounge and compete for li
mited work opportunities in their
struggle for survival. Many of the
landless rural poor are young —
sons and daughters of farmers who
have to fend for themselves by be
coming tenants of tenants, helpers
of peasants who have lands to farm,
kaingeros or rice cultivators, roving
planters and harvesters, workers in
plantations, fishponds, cottage and
rural industries. The problem is ag
gravated when they marry at an
early age and begin having children
whose basic needs they cannot even
adequately provide.

To escape from the misery and
stagnation of rural life, thousands
of rural youth treek to the big ci
ties in search of adventure and bet
ter working opportunities. Many of
them do not find what they look
for. The males among them get int
roduced to backbreaking manual
jobs or to the vicious underworld
of crime. The females wind up in
the «hospitality»- trade or in do
mestic service. .

To sum up, therefore, the major
ity of the Filipino youth who are 
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out-of-school and/or working are
victims of dehumanizing conditions
inherent in underdevelopment. This
underdevelopment, however, is a le
gacy colonial past and a product of
the neo-colonial present. The only
way to permanently and qualitative
ly improve the .conditions Filipino
youth find themselves in is to unite
and attack the roots of underdevel
opment through a coherent and
concerted program of action.

The roots of
underdevelop

ment
Why is the Philippines a poor

country? Why are most Filipinos
poor?

The answers to this question are
not very difficult to understand if
seen in the context of foreign do
mination. The Philippines suffered
more than 400 years of colonial rule,
first by the Spaniards and later by
the Americans.

When the United States granted
the country formal political inde
pendence in 1946, American in
fluence did not cease to dominate
all significant areas of national life.
Up to now, this influence is still
strongly felt.

In the economy, for example, key
sectors continue to be controlled by
American business interests, with
Japanese and Western European
concerns close behind them. Huge,
global firms called multinational
corporations are setting up their
branches and subsidiaries in the
country in order to exploit cheap
Philippine raw materials and lab
our. They use up local capital, ed
ging out credit-starved native cap
italists in the competition. They
drain the Philippines of its wealth
by remitting huge superprofits to
their home countries.

In the field of politics, US im
position is most concretely felt in
the continued presence of the milit
ary bases and the recurrent abuses
perpetrated by American servicem
en on Filipino citizens. US pressure
on government policy remains very
strong in certain areas, specifically
economic planning.

In the cultural sphere, the main
purveyors of ideas — the education
al system and the mass media —
perpetuate colonial consciousness.

The continued use of English, West
ern textbooks and teaching models
has resulted in the alienation of
Filipino students from Filippine
reality and the molding of favoura
ble attitudes towards the American
presence in the country. Higher
education, instead of equipping col
lege students to serve their people
better, has prepared them for a life
of material individual success in
the employ of the elite, and incul
cated in them the desire to work
abroad.

The same goes for mass media,
which feed highly biased informa
tion in favour of the West. Aside
from this, the kind of entertain
ment being peddled on radio, TV
and film is mostly derived from
American sources or constitutes a
poor imitation of the latter. Nee
dless to say, the emphasis on sex,
violence and escapist content con
tributes to the corruption of the
values of the people, especially the
youth.

Government
policies

and programs
The present martial-law adminis

tration under President Marcos is
not oblivious of the problems and
possibilities of the youth.

Proclamation No. 1110 issued in
1973 declared February 15 of every
year as Working Youth Day in rec
ognition of the contribution of
working youth to nation-building.
In one such celebration, President
Marcos announced the adoption of
a «Study-Now-Pay-Later» plan to
enable youth from lower-income
families to pursue their college
studies with government support.
In a very limited way, this can be
seen as a good beginning for the
democratization of higher education.
It is also a logical offshot of the
President’s contention that the very
existence of working youth reflects
an anomalous situation. According
to him, all youth should properly
be in school preparing for a useful
and productive Jife.

But since the working youth is a
reality that government cannot sim
ply wish out of existence, certain
laws have been adopted to protect
their rights and to promote their
general welfare. The Labour Code 

of the Philippines, for example, con
tains provisions on minimum em
ployable age (15 years), prohibitions
against child discrimination, the
principle of equal pay for men,
women and youth, education and
medical treatment of domestic help
ers. In addition, Department Order
No. 4 of the Department of
Labour ruled that young workers
are not allowed to be employed in
occupations declared hazardous.

The Bureau of Women and
Minors under the Department of
Labour has aimed at the establish
ment of Working Youth Centres
which shall provide information and
education on the Labour Code and
family planning, leadership and
vocational training, guidance and
counselling, legal aid, medical,
dental, recreational and socio-cul
tural services. Other projects of the
Centres include working youth co
operatives, working youth exchange
programs, and a yearly search for
exemplarly working youth.

The National Manpower and
Youth Council, an agency affiliated
with the Department of Labour,
takes charge of training out-of-
school youth in various skills and
trades so that they will have more
chances for employment.

The DEC has likewise passed a
policy which may encourage the
youth who have stopped schooling
to continue further their studies.
This is the accreditation policy
which recognized that education is
not merely learned in the classroom
but it can also be imbibed through
one’s experiences in life. This
means that a student who has fin
ished grade 6 may enrol in the
3rd year or any year not necessarily
following the chronological order,
provided that he has ecquired en
ough knowledge to make up for
the other years.

To emphasize the growing role
of young Filipinos the Department
of Youth and Sport Development
was recently created with President
Marcos himself at the helm.

The Kabataang Barangay, a
nation-wide community-based or
ganization personally led by Imee
Marcos, aims to train youth 15 to
18 years old for leadership and
good citizenship. It is represented
in local government bodies such as
the Sangguniang Bayan. The Ka-
batang Barangay seems to represent
an attempt by the government to
rechannel the energies of the youth
from the destructive ultra-leftism 
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characteristic of pre-martial law
days to a constructive activism
geared towards positive ends. Up
to now, however, its influence is
not strongly felt at the grassroot
level.

The government must certainly
be commended for its policies and
programs geared towards youth
development to recover our lost as
sets. At the height of our struggle
for equality, progress and peace,
the youth can serve as one of the
strongest forces towards the attain
ment of our national goals. The
even more important reason why
the youth should be developed is
not so much one of what they will
be able to contribute today but
more of what they will be able
to contribute tomorrow.

The role
of progressive

youth
Conditions favourable to the or

ganization of progressive youth
became ripe a few years after mar
tial law. The government then
seemed to have taken a few bold
steps towards national independ
ence by ordering the re-negotiation
of the base treaty, by opening ties
with socialist countries, and by hav
ing close relations with the Third
World. Agrarian reform once more
raised the hopes of the rural masses
for a better life. Popular particip
ation in political affairs was also
being encouraged through the
barangays, local government bodies
and various mass organizations.

In response to the need for a
youth organization which would
clearly take a nationalist line and
carry out a realistic program based
on youth involvement in develop
ment, four thousand rural youth ac
tivists joined hands in 1976 to form
the Samahan sa Ikauunlad ng Ka-
bataang Filipino (SIKAP).

SIKAP recognizes the historical
role of the youth in the struggles
of the Filipino people for genuine
independence, e.g. the Katipunan,
as exemplified by heroes like An
dres Bonifacio, Emelio Jacinto,

Gregorio del Pilar and many others.
The organization finds inspiration
in the lives of our nationalist lead
ers who started their involvement
in nation building as young men
and women.

SIKAP in its constitution pledged
to work for peace, equality, devel
opment, freedom and democracy. It
committed itself to the following
principles: the principle of national
unity and direct involvement of the
youth in the country,s development;
the principle of preserving national
dignity and promoting national con
sciousness; and the principle of an
independent foreign policy.

Among its aims are:

1. free secondary education and
a broad scholarship program;

2. reorientation of curricula to
promote a nationalist and humanist
consciousness;

3. cooperative dormitories and
canteens for students;

4. coordination between univer
sities and industries to make sure
that all graduates find employment;

5. nationalist industrialization;

6. limitation to the profit-making
activities of multi-national corpora
tions and other monopoly firms;

7. a living wage for all workers,
employees and soldiers;

8. creation of youth cooperatives
managed by properly trained youth
leaders;

9. establishment of barangay-
based public libraries containing
good reading materials;

10. free cultural shows for the
barrios;

11. free hospitalization and low-
priced medicine for all;

12. a system of cooperative insur
ance for youth;

13. encouragement of youth par
ticipation in sports activities;

14. support for diplomatic and
trade relations with all countries ir
respective of social systems.

It is obvious from the above
principles and aims of SIKAP that
it is conscious of the roots of un
derdevelopment which are respon
sible for the oppressive and misera
ble conditions which many Filipino
youth find themselves in. The role
of national consciousness, from the
point of view of SIKAP members,
cannot be overestimated in finding
permanent solutions to the concrete
problems of the country. This is
why SIKOP places so much em
phasis on educating the youth so
that they will learn about Philipino
reality and be conscious of their
duty to transform it.

SIKAP appreciates the import
ance of grassrots initiative and par
ticipation in the struggle for real
development. Thus the strength and
base of the organization is in the
village level. The educational pro
gram both in content and style is
geared towards the concrete needs
and capabilities of the village youth.

In this endeavour, SIKAP finds
common cause with other youth or
ganizations, both local and interna
tional, which affirm the same prin
ciples and aims. It sees the Ka-
bataang Barangay as a potent force
towards nationalist awakening. It
has formally affiliated with the In
ternational Union of Students (IUS)
and the World Federation of Demo
cratic Youth (WFDY), which are
committed to the fight against
colonial domination and for lasting
peace. SIKAP, however, frowns on
the infantile, destructive and adven
turist activities of Maoist and
Christian left youth organizations
which serve as foreign instruments
of destabilization.

It seems that during its short
span of existence, SIKAP has shown
the correctness of its political line
and its program of action. Its
numbers have swelled from 4.000 to
10.000 within one year. In due time,
SIKAP may be able to prove that
the youth are indeed the hope of
the motherland.

June 25, 1977
Samahan sa Ikauunlad ng Kabatang

Filipino (SIKAP)
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m eyes are turned
On March 2-3, 1978, the 4th

meeting of the International
Preparatory Committee for the
11th World Festival of Youth and
Students was held in Berlin, the
capital of the GDR.

on Havana
The meeting started its work

the day after the closing of the
10th Assembly of WFDY member
organizations and it had a dou
ble objective: to inform the del
egates and through them the en
tire democratic youth movement
of the world on the present
stage of the preparations and to
finalize various points concerning
the Festival programme.

After warm greetings extend
ed on behalf of the GDR youth
by Egon Krenz, First Secretary,
Central Council, Free German
Youth (FDJ), the delegates heard
three reports on the preparations
in Cuba and on the world scale
and on technical and financial as
pects of the 11th Festival prep
arations.

The presidium of the 4th meeting of the
the 11th FestivalThe whole population mobilized

The delegates gave a warm
ovation to Luis Orlando Domin
guez, First Secretary of the Cuban
Communist Youth Union who
gave a short but encouraging
report on the state of the prep
arations at the national level. His
survey clearly reflected the high
level of mobilization not only of
the youth but of the whole Cuban
society for the success of the 11th
Festival.

The speaker stressed the fact
that Socialist Cuba is a develop
ing country living in modest con
ditions, nevertheless he said that
the Cuban youth and people are
doing and will do their utmost so
that every delegate to the 11th
Festival, all the 16,000 represen
tatives of the world’s democratic

and progressive youth, will feel at
home during their stay in Hava
na. Luis Orlando Dominguez quot
ed concrete and convincing proofs
of the endeavours and enthusiasm
of the youth and people of So
cialist Cuba.

The 1st Congress of the Cuban
Communist Party held at the end
of 1975 — in a special resolution
on the 11th World Festival of
Youth and Students — expressed
the firm conviction «that our peo
ple and youth will accomplish
with honour their tasks and res
ponsibilities to make the 11th Fes
tival a new success of our Revo
lution and of revolutionary and
progressive youth and students
the world over struggling for an

International Preparatory Committee for

ti-imperialist solidarity, peace and
friendship**.

In accordance with that resolu
tion of the party, the National
Preparatory Committe — presid
ed over by Fidel Castro, First
Secretary of the Cuban Commun
ist Party, President of the State
Council, was set up at -the be
ginning of 1976. The NPC got
down to work without delay. Se
veral months later the Organiz
ing Committee and the Commit
tee of Support to the National
Preparatory Committee were es
tablished, as well as a far-reach
ing national network to assure
the smooth running of the 11th
Festival preparations. This net
work, which had been establish
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ed by the beginning of 1977, com
prises 14 provincial, 169 munici
pal and over 32,000 base com
mittees (the latter operating at
places of work and study, in ag
ricultural farms and army units).

Under the watchword -Every
Cuban — an activist for the Fes
tival” an intense, varied and con
tinuous activity has highlighted
the creative spirit and boundless
enthusiasm of the Cuban masses.
The working class initiated —
from aJnuary 1, 1977 — a spe
cial emulation in honour of the
11th Festival. This will last until
the end of 1978. This emulation
— whose concrete objectives were
set in accordance with the provi
sions of the five-year plan for
Cuba’s economic and social devel

Among the most important re
sults of the first stage, Luis Or
lando Dominguez mentioned, a-
mong other things, the great mo
bilization of Cuban youth for the
«zafra» (sugar-cane harvest), the
great scale of voluntary work ac
complished by young people at
high priority construction sites for
the five-year plan, and the enthu
siastic work of the Youth Tech
nical Brigades in the production
of much needed spare parts for
agricultural machines.

Talent and initiatives
Young Cubans have mobilized

all their creative spirit, inventive
ness and talent for the prepara

Luis Orlando Dominguez, first secretary
of the Communist Youth of Cuba
briefs delegates about the state of
preparations for the Festival in Havana

opment — serves also as a base
to choose the members of the Cu
ban delegation to the Festival.
The first survey of this emula
tion, made in the second half of
1977, shows that already 145,000
young Cubans (6 per cent of the
entire population between 15 and
29!) — as winners of the first
stage of the emulation — got the
title of delegate-nominees. They
have all made new pledges at
their work places for the second
stage of the emulation.

tion of the 11th Festival. The ext
raordinary national movement of
youth for --La Maleta de Amis
tad” (Suitcase of Friendship) re
sulted in the production of 500,000
souvenirs, the majority of them
folk art and -typically Cuban”
gifts, the best 50,000 of which will
go to the Friendship Bazaar as a
contribution of Cuban youth.

The mobilization of youth and
of the whole population made it
possible to develop an relize nu
merous creative initiatives as a

Alain Gresh, coordinating secretary of
the IPC speaks about world-wide
preparations for the Festival

Ervin Farkas, the IPC treasurer takes
the floor at the 4th meeting

result of which until now a total
of 45 million pesos (over 50 mil
lion dollars) have been collected
as a contribution by the Cuban
people to the 11th Festival Fund.

In the cultural field the preli
minary selecting of professional
and amateur art groups has be
gun for the cultural and arts pro
gramme of the 11th Festival. The
Political Song Day organized in
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Havana, the Festival of New
Poetry, the Cultural Tour of Cu
ba are but some examples of the
present stage of the cultural and
artistic preparations being made
by the Cuban youth. The broad
political, cultural, sports and re
creational activities forming part
of the National Festival of Youth
and Students held in Havana
from 15-21 July, 1977 was an op
portunity to make a first balance-
sheet of the state of the prepara
tions on the national scale.

Havana, the host capital of the
11th World Festival of Youth and

With socialist Cuba hosting the Fes
tival we asked the «Juventud Rebelde”
editors to select some pictures about
the everyday life of Cuban youth: a
group of students in front of new
school building

Students is being made more at
tractive too thanks to its inhabi
tants, primarily the young people.
More than 8,000 buildings have
been repainted already, the net
work of roads, cultural and health
centres, etc., is being improved,
the Jose Marti Airport has been
updated and enlarged, and so
forth. All these deeds underscore
the great mobilization of the
masses, of the whole of Cuban so
ciety, to give a worthy welcome
to the messengers of the world’s
progressive and democratic youth.

The year 1978 will go down in
the history of Cuba as The Year
of the 11th Festival. And the Fes
tival Year coincides with the com
memoration of two great historic
events in Cuba: the centenary of

Youth working in Cuba's agriculture

Young workers building the central rail-road

the Baragua Protest (the procla
mation by the legendary General
Antonio Maceo that Cuba would
continue the struggle against
Spanish colonialist to win full in
dependence or to perish on the
battlefield, and the 25th anniver
sary of the Assault on the Mon

cada Barracks under the leader
ship of Commander Fidel Castro.
These two event are part of the
same century-old history of battles
and revolutionary intransigence,
belonging to the patrimony of all
peoples struggling against oppres
sion and exploitation.
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Youth working to embellish the capital

Over 100 MFCs
Alain Gresh, Coordinating Sec

retary of the International Pre
paratory Committee took the floor
to brief delegates on the present
stage of the preparations on the
world scale. He stressed the fact
that five months before the open
ing of the 11th World Festival of
Youth and Students there were
already 108 national preparatory
committees, 30 on the American
continent, 28 in Europe, 24 in Af
rica, 15 in Asia and 11 in the
Middle East. The increased num
ber of countries where youth have
already formed NPCs shows that
participation in the Havana Fes
tival will be broader than in the
previous one.

Another encouraging fact is the
broadness, the large representa
tion of the national preparatory
committees. In the bulk of coun
tries young Communists, Social
ists, Social-Democrats, Radicals,
Liberals, Christian-Democrats,
etc., are working together for the
success of the Festival. It is also
important to note that other dem
ocratic forces and important sec
tors of liberation movements are
taking part in the work of NPCs.

This is further evidence that the
noble ideas of the Festival move
ment, the Appeal to the Youth of
the World issued by the 2nd IPC
(1976) have attracted many new
forces who are taking part for the
first time in the preparations and
in the Festival itself.

Most of the NPCs work on the
basis of the principles which con
stitute the strength of the Festi
val movement: they are indepen
dent bodies grouping together all
organizations which share the
Festival ideals; in each country
there can be only one NPC; they
deploy a major mobilizing activity
among youth.

As to this mobilizing activity,
Alain Gresh quoted several elo
quent examples. In the USSR a-
bout 50 million young people took
part in a day of voluntary work
to contribute to the World Soli
darity Fund. In the GDR youth
have also organized days of vo
luntary work for the World Soli
darity Fund, and under the sign
of the preparations the 7th Poli
tical Song Festival took place in
February with a broad national
and international participation.

In the FRG a mass rally was
organized in Dusseldorf; in Fin

land the NPC launched a broad
fun-raising campaign to boost the
World Solidarity Fund under the
slogan: «An Hour’s Wage for Sol
idarity”. In Ecuador the 1st Na
tional Meeting of Young Peasants,
which brought together 121 or
ganizations from 11 provinces, a-
dopted an appeal in support of
the 11th Festival. In Argentina
the NPC has found ways to work
legally in spite of the specific
conditions in the country. In Viet
nam the NPC launched a nation

Arts and cultural programme for young
people

al campaign for emulation in
work, study, and artistic and cul
tural activities, as one of the most
important aspects of the prepa
rations for the 11th Festival.

These are only some examples
of the scale of the preparations
in different parts of the world.
Also significant are a number of
regional and international meet
ings that spoke out in support of
the Festival, such as the Euro
pean Meeting of Student Organi
zations (Sofia, February, 1978),
the European Youth and Student
Conference on Disarmament (Bu
dapest, January, 1978), the 12th
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Congress of the International U-
nion of Students (Sofia, October,
1977), the 10th Assembly of
WFDY member organizations held
recently in Berlin, capital of the
GDR, and these are only the more
important initiatives.

As to the activity of the Inter
national Preparatory Committee
Alain Gresh informed delegates
that the Permanent Commission
of the IPC comprises representa
tives of 29 national preparatory
committees and 6 international
and regional organizations, apart
from the Coordinating Secretary
and the Treasurer.

The Permanent Commission
started its work in Havana on
September 19, 1977. As its first

Young workers in a house factory 

important task it set up six work
ing bureaus: for relations, for the
programme, for students, for
press and propaganda, for ser
vices and for the material prepa
ration of the Festival, as well as
a finance committee. The coordi
nating secretary spoke out highly
of the constant attention and con
siderable aid received from the
National Preparatory Committee
and the Cuban authorities.

At the end of his report Alain
Gresh stressed the profoundly de
mocratic character of the Perma
nent Commission’s work which is
ensured by the participation of all
representatives, by periodic con
sultations with the largest pos
sible number of national prepara
tory committees and by unanimi
ty in taking decisions.
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Because — among others:
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— the label QUALITON puts life into your life with the
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A song on the theme of the
11th Festival. Chosen from
272 musical compositions at a
competition organized by the
National Preparatory
Committee, the Communist
Youth Union and the Cuban
Ministry of Culture

«£,CCkhig fcf

Theatre is another of the arts he
is fond of. In recent years he has
been working intensely together
with actor Carlos Ruiz de la Tejera
on a show entitled -“What the Poets
Say-. The show comprises songsand
poems, poems to which he compos
ed music. They perform mainly at
schools, workers’ centres, military u-
nits and they are always a success
with the public.

What about the Festival?
«I see streets full of young peo

ple, music, merry-making, solidari
ty... No dobut, it will be a new
experience, and only those will sa
vour it, who come to spend some
time together and let themselves be
carried away by the swirl of the
event.

«If your hands fly together with
my hands

Like a thousand sea-gulls who
share wind, sun, love
and bread in their flight

We would become a thousand
more sea-gulls
soaring over the sea-.

HAVANA. About a year ago the
National Preparatory Committee for
the 11th World Festival of Youth
and Students, the Communist Youth
Union and the Cuban Ministry of
Culture announced a Song Compe
tition on the theme of the 11th Fes
tival as part of the preparations for
that magnificent event which will
take place in Havana next July.

The aim of the competition was
to choose a song which identified
with the Festival itself and which
— in some months — all young peo
ple will know and learn.

By the end of the competition 272
works have been assessed by a pa
nel of well-known musicians, main
ly composers.

The song entitled "Looking for a
New Flower- by a young composer
Mike Porcel has been unanimously
chosen by the jury.

The chosen musical theme, says
its author, is a possible dialogue be
tween a young man and a girl who
meet at the Festival: two friends,
two lovers. Their conversation ref
lects in a poetic form the big themes
of youth today: friendship, the need
to fight now, belief in a better fu
ture, solidarity, unity, international
ism and peace as dreams that can
be realized.

The sea-gull is a symbol of the u-
nion between the peoples of all la
titudes; it can cross seas, link con
tinents ... The text was written in
collaboration with another young
poet: Ireno Garcia.

As to 'the music, composed by Por

cel also, the tune is very simple
without any big jumps between the
intervals, which is not typical of the
author and one can say that the
music and the verses are very cat
ching.

Mike Porcel is 28 years old and
represents the best tradition of the
Cuban song being continued by the
present New Song Movement whose
best known representatives are Sil
vio Rodriguez &nd Pablo Milanes.
Mike Porcel learned to play the
Spanish guitar for five years, took
a course in History of Music, stu
died harmony, composition and ar
rangement.

He first held a guitar in his hands
at the age of three... when he
started learning to play the classic
guitar, he joined a rock group. Then
the chanson returned and he made
his choice and began to compose
songs of this kind.

Now he is author of many com
positions and father of a son of six.
Mike’s favourite poets are Jose Mar
ti, Antonio Machado, Pablo Neruda,
Walt Whitman, Miguel Hernandez,
and Rabindranath Tagore — he
wrote music to their verses, in par
ticular ones by Marti and Tagore.
He admiits that he would like to
write music to the poems of Ber
thold Brecht.

Now he belongs to the rock group
called Sintesis, with whom he is
working on a show dedicated to the
Festival. His style is a mixture of
classical harmony, baroque counter
point, beat rhythms and the beauti-
fu’ lyricism of his verses.

The 11th World Festival of Youth
and Students already has its theme
song.

LOOKING FOR A NEW FLOWER-
Lyrics: Mike Porcel — Ireno Garcia
Music: Mike Porcel

If your thirst breaking distances
becomes one with my thirst
and your breath reaches up to

the sun
looking for a new flower
And if your breast watches over

my repose
and my flight releases your song
and your struggle shelters in my

heart
in a single voice,
we shall have dreams to weave

for the sea
the gentle star of liberty
And this flower which must be

found away yonder
where the poem will be Peace

that is growing
If your hands fly together with

my hands
Like a thousand sea-gulls who

share wind, sun, love
and bread in their flight
We would become a thousand

more sea-gulls
soaring over the sea.-"

by Susana Lee and Rolando Cartaya
of JUVENTUD REBELDE (Cuba)
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Mr. Nelson Garcia Acosta,
Punta Felipe, Cascajal, Villa-
clara, CUBA. In Spanish, on
postcards, stamps, music.
Miss Jana Paulyova, 46601
Jablonec n/Nisou, DM3 Sa
dova 25, CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Age 16, in English, Russian,
on sports, music.
Mr. Mikhail Revnivstsev, 4 pr.
Stroitelei 7-2, Saratov 64,
410064, USSR. Age 21, in
English, French, German, Es
peranto. On badges, post
cards.

Mr. Ait Zounkad Ali, Derb
Marrakech bl. 16, n° 51, Alia
Mohameddia, MOROCCO. In
French, on sports, stamps,
postcards.
Mr. Dan Q. I. Listowell, c/o
CPL. Frank S. Addo-Quayem
Army HDQRS, Flagstaff
House, Accra, GHANA. In
English.
Mr. Jose Fondora Padron,
ave. 56, n° 6514, e/65 y 67j
Cienfuegos, CUBA. In Span
ish, English, French, Russian.
Miss Jana Jochova, 75604
Novy Hrozenkov 445, okr.
Vsetin, CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Age 17, in English and Rus
sian.
Mr. Jose German Aguila Ga
ray, Jaime Nuno 590, Sector
Hidalgo, Guadalajara, Jalis
co, MEXICO. Age 22, in
Spanish.
Mr. Nikolai Richkov, lankovs-
kistr. 9, n° 6. Krasnodar,
centre 350,000 USRR. In Eng
lish, French, German, Italian,
Spanish, Portuguese. On lite
rature .music, trips.
Miss Melinda Ban, 7300 Kom-
16, Petofi u. 7. HUNGARY. In
Italian.
Mr. K. Veeragabu, Survey Of
fice, Anuradhapura, SRI LAN
KA. In English, on trips.
Mr. Alvin C. Plesniarsky, Ste
vens Inst, of Techn., Castle
Point Terrace, BP. S-791, Ho
boken, N. Y. 07030, USA.
Age 22, in English, on music,
cinema.
Mr. Lamie Ali Azger, BP. 184/
B, Baghdad, IRAQ. In Eng
lish, on stamps.
Miss Zilinskaite Ausra, Vil
nius, Zirmunai 15-88, USSR.
Age 20, in English.
Mr. Cosmin Mircea, Comuna
Taut, n° 924, cod. 2871, Jud.
Arad, ROMANIA. Age 24, in
English, French, Spanish.
Mr. Pramod Kumar Tandon,
B-4, Sahar Coop. Housing
Society, Parsi Wada, Sahar
Road, Andheri, Bombay

400093, INDIA. Age 26, in
English.
Mr. Gyorgy Beki, Miskolc,
Mecsek u. 1, HUNGARY. In
German.
Miss Maria Winter, 09-450
Wyszogrod, ul. Rybowska 7/4,
POLAND. In German.
Mr. Mbuvi Kabangu Mwana,
BP. 598, Mbuyi-Mayi I, ZAI
RE. Age 19, in French.
Mr. Jerzy Podolski, Ndmys-
towska 11/A m. 19, 03-455,
Warsaw, POLAND. Age 22,
in Russian, on music.
Mr. Antonio Jose Cardoso
Simaes, R. Art. Jose Almeida
131-1, Coimbra, PORTUGAL.
In English, French, on stamps.
Miss Alina Perez Segora, San
Pedro No 127, e/lndependen-
cia y Marti, Santa Clara, Vi-
llaclara, CUBA. Age 16, in
Spanish, English, on posters,
stamps.
Mr. Moussa Touati, 25 rue
Benkada Tayeb, Mostaga-
nem, ALGERIA. Age 18, in
English, French, Arabic.
Mr. .Roland Kohler, 99 Pla
lien, Alte Reichenbachstr. 16,
GDR. Age 27, in English, Rus
sian, on postcards, records,
literature.
Mr. Bazabidila M. Medhard,
96 rue Nzoko, Makielekele
B/Nilla, P.R. of CONGO. Age
18, in French, on stamps,'
postcards.
Mr. Bedrich Roubicek, Gri-
cova 1045, 50008 Hradec
Krdlove, CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Age 29, in English.
Miss Kerstin Lehmann, 9081
Karl-Marx-Stadt, Sandstrasse
60, 100-19, GDR. Age 16, in
English, French, Russian.
Mr. Soussy Mustapha, Derb
Marrakech, bl. 36, Alia Mo
hameddia, MOROCCO. In
English, on stamps, post
cards.
Mr. Emmanuel Nyarkoh, Sa-
clcey, National Youth Coun
cil, BP. 777, Accra, GHANA.
Age 20, in English, on sports.

Miss Agnes Olah,'4484 Ibdny,
Szabolcs u. 7. HUNGARY.
Age 16, in English and Ger
man.
Mr. Lester Czajczynski, 839
N. Rockwell, Chicago, Illi
nois 60622, USA. In English,
on stamps, postcards photos.
Miss Irina Korsanova, 246022
Gomel, ul. Pobedi 25/40,
USSR. Age 20, in English.
Mr. Karoly Sebesi, 3700 Ora-
dea, str. Sovata 52, bl. C6,
et. 2, ap. 17, Bihor, ROMA
NIA. Age 20, in English,
French, on tourism.
Mr. Juan L. Matamoros Pino,
Calle 14, N° 455, 1/2, Apto
1. e/Dolores y Concepcion,
Lawton, Havana 7, CUBA. In
Spanish.
Miss Alena Kocurkovd, 75604
Novy Hrozenkov 125, okr.
Vsetin, CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Age 17, in English and Rus
sian.
Mr. Tepnin Eugene, Tioumen
12, K. Marx 84, 625012,
USSR. Age' 25, in German.
Miss Regina Klaus, 653
Hermsdorf, Rodderstr. 25,
GDR. Age 22, in English.
Mr. Sellik Omar, 4 rue de
Keddar, Lakhdaria, w. Boui-
ra, ALGERIA. In English,
French, German, Arabic.
Miss Anna Vanta, 3530 Mis
kolc, Szabadsag ter 1, HUN
GARY.. Age 20. in English
and German, on records, mu
sic, literature.
Mr. Rosu Daniel, Str. Aurora
3, sc. C. et. 2, ap. 6, Iasi,
6600, ROMANIA. In English.
Mr. Ashok Nagpal, House n°
414/11, Panipat 132103, IN
DIA. Age 18, in English, on
sports, music, cinema.
Miss Elena Riasanova, Kras
noyarsk, per. Oudarni 8/1,
USSR. In English.
Mr. Vula Wa Bikandu, BP.
294, Kin 20, Kinshasa/M'Dji-
li, ZAIRE. Age 28, in French.
Miss Claudia Kleinert, Wilich-
str. 12, 8021 Dresden, GDR.
Age 16, in English, Spanish,
Russian.

Miss Erzsebet Jakucs, 3300
Eger, Szabadsag ter 11,
HUNGARY. Age 22, in Eng
lish.
Mr. Zouadoui Mohamed, Ci
te Kaid Youcef, BT-c. n° 77,
Chrechell, w. Blido, ALGE
RIA. Age 17, in French, on
pop music.
Miss Alicia Fondora Padron,
ave. 56, n° 6514, e/65 y 67,
Cienfuegos, CUBA. In Eng
lish, French, Russian.
Mr. Alexandre Kapitanov,
Str. Lenin 35/87, Nalchik
360000, USSR. Age 25, in Eng
lish, on records, travelling.
Mr. Roland Krakau, 301
Magdeburg, Schneidlinger-
str. 7. GDR. Age 16, in Eng
lish.
Mr. Rosendo Bernal Mayea,
Independencia n° 17, sur.
Sancti Spiritus, CUBA. In
Spanish.
Mr. Slimani Ahmed, Cite U-
niversitaire Revoil, B. 31,
Ruisseau, Algiers, ALGERIA.
Age 25, in English, French,
Arabic.
Miss Ludmila Filakova, 45604
Novy Hrozenkov 341, Okr.
Vsetin, CZECHOSLOVAKIA.
Age 17, in Russian.
Miss Erzsebet Petro, 3950 Sd-
rospatak, Kassai u. 29, HUN
GARY. In German.
Mr. Surindet Chabra, 605 L.
Model Town, Panipat 132103,
INDIA. Age 19, in English.
Miss Tetenko Svetlana, Go
mel, ul. Lomonosova 38,
USSR. Age 19, in English.
Mr. Manuel Alonso Bacallao,
Benachea n° 62, e/S, Ma
chado y M. Gomez, Provin-
cia de Ciego de Avila, CU
BA. In English and French.
Miss Ines Fabel, 701 Leipzig,
BP. 226, GDR, Age 19. in
English, Russian.
Mr. Mohamed Djejiri, Nou-
velle Cite des 40 LGTS, n°
4, Plateau Mer-Niger, Be-
char, ALGERIA. Age 18, in
French, on sports, music.
Mr. Alex Dichko, Melitopols-
kaya str. 55, 333018 Simfero
pol, USSR. In English.
Miss Mercedes Menendez
Valdes, Ap. 28, Moron, Pro-
vincia de Ciego de Avila,
CUBA. In English.
Miss N6ra Kaszas, 5300 Kar-
cag, Lowy S. u. 1/1/12, HUN
GARY. Age 14, in Russian.
Mr. Tamasuinas Egidius, Li-
tuania 233030 Kaunas, Pra-
mones 89-49, USSR. Age 16,
in English, on sports and
postcards.
Mr. Cristobal Santana, Calle
Cuba 359, Camaguey, CUBA.
Age 20, in Spanish.
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