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TO OUR READERS

The purpose of this booklet is to arm the

reader with facts he needs for quick use. It

contains summarized information which trade

unionists, speakers, students, writers, teachers

and oth«s can make use of in their daily

activity. We beUeve Its small pockct-siae wiU

make it a handy reference work despite the

fact that to many its omissions will seem con-

spicuous. However, it is obviously not intended

as a substitute lor an encyclopedia or year-

book.

Readers will do us a favor if they suggest

data that may be included in future issues.

Space has not permitted the use of many

references. We have drawn the facts from

government reports and other standard sources.

Where no reference is given we shall be glad

to fura^ the source for the facts cited.

The greater part of the information in this

booklet has not appeared fai any othrar pubU-

cation of the Labor Research Association

except in its monthly Economic NoUs os

Labot Notes.

Labor Resdakcb; AssociATnai
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POPULATION

Popidati<m of Leading Nations. World

population is estimated at more than 2,000,-

000,000. Population of leading nations, in

thousands;

China 405>ooo

India 3Sx>ooo

Soviet Union 170,000

United States 127,500*

Japan 69iOOO

* Estimate, i935*

Gmnany 66,000

Great BAt^ ASfiOO

France 42.000

Italy 42,000

Largest U. S. Cities. Cities with population

over 1,000,000 (in 1930) are: New York City,

6,930446; Chicago, 111., 3,376438; Philadel-

Pa., 1,950,961; Detroit, Mich., 1,568,662;

Los Angdes, Calif., i,a38/»4S.

Numbers Gainfully Occupied. Those gain-

fully employed, 10 years old and over, num-

bered 48,829,920 in the United States in

1930 * (1930 census figures are latest avail-

able.)

All occupations 48,829,920

Agriculture 10,471,998

Forestry and fishing 250,469

Extraction of minerals 984.323

"Gainfully employed" includes all who work for

income, whether from wages, salary, business or pro-

fession. Totals in table include unemployed workers,

classified according to their usual occupations.

Of the total, women were 10,752,116, men 38,077,-

804.



Manufactaring and mechanical

Traasportatioii nd coimimnkatioiw
Trade
Public service

Professional service

Domestic and personal lervioe

Clerical occupations

X4,iio,6sa

3,843,147

6,081,467

856,205

3»253,884

4,952,451

4,025,324

Qainful Workera in Industry. Distribution

of those gainfully employed in the United

States as enumerated by the isth Census of

Occupations, 1930? according to economic

status is as follows (for all industries)

:

EiiQ>loyers, including self-employed*

Unpaid family woricm (ai^kuitttie)

Professional persons

Managers
Clerks and kindred workers

Sales persons
^

Foremen
Other skilled wodcexs

Apprentices

Other semi-skilled wxkm
Unskilled workm
Service workers

Total

9,936,124

1,659,792

2,957.446
869,796

5,421,408

1,988,050

547i345

87,404
6,852,920

8,286,962

4,266,956

48,829,920

Number of dependent workers isdaried

employees, officiak and wage workers)

eluding unemployed persons, in 1930 totaled

million.

Foreign-bom in U. S. On April i, 1930 (date

of last census), foreign-bom population of

United States was 14,204,149. Of this num-

ber, 4,429,494 or 31% arrived in 1900 or

earlier; 3,823,694 or ebout 27% between 1901

^Includes about 6,000,000 fanneia.
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and 1910; 2,541,946 or about 18% between

1911 and 1919; and ^^^3^99 or nearly 20%
between 1920 and 1930.

The chief countries from wh^ the foreign*

born population of the United States has

come are:

Italy 1,790,424 Russia tttS$fi24

Germany 1,608,814 Ireland 774i8iO

Poland 1,268.583

England, Scotland and Wales 1,223,200

Norway, Sweden and Denmark 1,122,576

Foreign-bom in Industry. Among the gam-

fuUy occupied in the U. S. in 1930 were

74x1,127 foxdgn-bbm whtte Tpasmxs^ distrib-

uted as follows:

Manufacturing and mechanical 3,265,381

Trade 1,012,605

Domestic and personal aarvke 940,904

Agricultuie 673,662

Transportation and comnmaicatioa 488,303

Professional service 328,74s

Clerical occupations 303,785

Extraction of minerals 232,121

Public service 120,775

Forestry and fishing 44*846

In selected manufacturing industries, the

number of foreign-bom were:

Teztfles 574*982

Machinery 42r»724

Tran^ortation equipment 244,366

Iron and steel; blast fomaoes, etc 190,161

Leather, shoes, etc. 92,055

Nonferrous metals and products 85,434

Stone and clay and glass 69i245

Printing and publishing 64,298

Chemical and allied products 57*454

Robber products 35*927

11



Ntmiber of Negrots. Negroes in the United

States number about xa^^. Aocottiing to

1930 census they were 9-7% of total popu-

lation, but made up 11.3% of all those listed

as gainfully occupied.

About 9400,000 Negroes are in the South,

24x0,000 in the North and a comparatively

small number in the West. In the North,

over 75% of the Negro population is located

in the prmcipal industrial areas. Almost 40%
of the Negro population of the North lives

in four cities: New York (327*700), Chicago

(233,900), Philadelphia (219,600) and Detroit

(120,000),

Three other cities—Baltimore (142,100)

,

Washington (132P00), and New Orleans

(129,600)—each have a Negro population of

over 100,000. Negro urban and rural popu-

lation in 1930 was distributed as follows:

% Totd Negro

Number Population

Urban S,i93,9i3 43-7

Rural 6,697.230 S6-3

Farm 4f68o»Sa3 39-4

Ncm^arm a^i«»707 »7.o

Women Workers by Occupation. Census of

1930 showed 30 occupations in which 50,000

or more women were employed. Largest

women-onidoying occiq>ations are:

Servants t»634>959

School teachers 853,96?

Stenographers and typists 775, 140

Clerks (except "clerks" in stores) 7o6,5S3

Saleswomen and "clerks" in stores 705,793

Farm laborers 646,331

12

Bookkeepers and cashiers 4659697
Laundresses (not in laundries) 356,468
Qotliing factcvy (v>eratfm 346*75

1

Trained nnzses 288,737

, Farmers (ownm and tenants) 262,645
Housekeepers and stevnupdesses 236,363
Telephone operators 235,259
Waitresses 23 1 ,973
Dressmakers and seamstresses (not in factory) 157,928
Laundry operatives 149,4x4

Coicon mill operatives Z45>6S3

Nu.«8 (not trained) X39i576
Bounding and lodging-houae keepm 127,278
Hairdressers and manicarists 113,194
Retail dealers 110,166

Knitting-mill operatives 89,803
Food and allied industries—operatives 88,586
Shoe factory operatives 81,551
Musicians and teachers of music 79»6ii

Silk mill operatives 73f69o
CSgar and tobacco factory—open^ves 67i948
Pi^, printing and allied indnitries—«peraF

tives 63,490
Iron and steel, machinery and vdiide in-

dustries—operatives 60,763
Hotel and restaurant keepers and managers 57,318

Young Workers. In addition to child work-
ers, 10 to 15 years old (see page 50), there

are in the United States over 4,000,000 young
workers, 16 to 19 years old, according to

Census of 1930, distributed as follows:

Agriculture 1,101,917
Manufacturing and mechanical industries 1,101,772

Trade, transportation and communication 607,098
Clerical occupations 549,185
Domestic and personal service 428,458
Extraction of minerals 59,177
AH other i73«447

4,oai,oS4

13



QOVBRNMENT AND POLITICS

U. S. Cabinet Members. As of January i,
.

10^7. Term of office to January 20, 1941:

Resident Franklin Delano Roosevelt, ot

N. Y. (saliy, $7S»ooo) ;
Vice-president, John

Nance Gamer, of Texas (salary, $iS^)-

Cabinet Members (salary, $iS,oa>

Secretary of State, Cordell Hull, Tom.; Seae-

tary of the Treasury, Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,

N. y.; Secretary of War, Harry H. Woodnng,

Kaos.; Attorney General, Homer S. Cummings,

Conn.; Postmaster General, James A Farley,

N Y.; Secretary of the Navy, Claude A.

Swanson, Va.; Secretary of
f«

Harold L. Ickes, 111.; Secretory of Agruadture,

Henry A. WaUace, la.; Secretaiy of Com-

merce, Daniel C. Roper, S. C; Secretory of

Labor, Frances Perkins, N. Y.

U S. Supreme Court Justices. Dates in

parentheses show when born and when ap-

idnted. Amount in parentheses shows sal-

•ary. List is as of June, i937.

Chief Justice ($20,500), Charles Evans

Hughes, N. Y. (1863-February 13, 1930).

Associate Justices ($2opoo): Willis Van De-

vanter, Wy. (i8S9-December 15, ijio; rctwd

June 2, 1937); James Clark McReynolds.

Tenn. (1862—August 29, 1914) ;
Louis V.

Brandeis, Mass. (1856—June i, 1916) ;
George

Sutheiland, Utah (1862—September 5, 1922);

Pierce Butler, Minn. (i86^December ai,

14

1922) ; Harlan Fiake Stone, N. Y. (1872—Feb-

ruary 5, 192s) ; Owm J. Roberto, P^.
(i87S—May 20, 1930); Benjamin Natban

Cardozo, N. Y. (1870—March 2, 1932).

Following retirement of former Justice Van

Devanter in June, i937, President Roosevelt

appointed former Senator Hugo L. Black of

Alabama. U. S. Senate confirmed the nom-

ination in August, 1937-

Debt and Federal Budget. During crisis and

depression years, federal government paid

large amounts to railroads, rich and middle

farmers, insurance companies, banks and

other financial institutions. (See Labor Fact

Books n and ///). Funds for these pur-

poses came in part from increases in tases

paid by the broad masses of people. Wth
rising military expenditures and some allot-

ment for relief, the government debt increased

until it was more than $9,000,000,000 greater

on June 30, 193 5. than on June 30, 1932—

an increase of 47% in three years. By June

30, 1937, the public debt exceeded $36/xx>,-

000,000.

In pre-crisis years corporate and indivMual

income taxes, collected from corporations,

wealthy individuals and the upper middle

class, made up the major part of federal

receipts. In fiscal year 1928-1929, the rela-

tively wealthy paid 63% of total receipts

of the government, while in 193S-36 ^
provided only about 48% of these lecdpts.

X s



Taxes levied on workers and broad con-

suming masses accounted for only about 31%
of federal income in 1928-29, but increased

to nearly 52% in 1 93 S -36 . Actually, the

wealthier classes paid $474 million less in

1935-36 than in 1928-29, while the workers

and consumers generally, with sharply re-

duced purchasii^ power as compart with

1928-39, paid $688 milUon more during 1935*

36 than in 1928-29.

Expenditures for war and navy departments

and other war purposes during 1935-36 were

nearly twice as great as in pre-crisis days

of 1928-29, showing an increase of $627,000,-

000. For furOier increases in igsi^ see page

ii6if.

For fiscal year ending June 30, 193S9 re-

ceipts by federal government were expected

to total $6,650,000,000; expenditures were

expected to total $7,34S>ooo>ooo. Pubic debt

was expected to increase by ^6gSfioofiOQ dur-

ii;^ the fiscal year.

Tax Pacts. A total of $i2»5oo,ooo/>oo is col-

lected in taxes annually in United States,

according to Twentieth Century Fund's study,

Facing the Tax Problem.

Federal government collects $5,500,000,000

annually in taxes; state governments, $2,500,-

ooopoo; local governments, UJS^fioafioo

(primarily through property tax).

In 1920, "the personal and corporation in-

come taxes and the excess profits tax pro-

16

duced 69% of the total federal tax revenue."

But in 1936, taxes on incomes and profits

produced only 56% of total federal tax

revenue.

Tazea on NaceMariea. In 1936, consumeis

paid $8,600,000,000 in invisible taxes on an es-

timated volume of purchases totaling $52,000,-

000.000, or isM out of every dollar. This

is estimate of Northwestern National Life

Insurance Co,

Analysis of tax and sales records of 206

manufacturers, jobbers and retailers, accord-

ing to this study showed that invisible taxes

made up the following percentages of retail

prices:

Food Clothing 8.0

Bread 6«4 Men's suits 10.49

Beef 8.14 Fuel and light 9 5

Sogar iS-s Sundries and misc. zowa

Records gathered on rentals on single and

multiple family dwellings in 48 cities re*

vealed that an average of 25*3 cents for

taxes is contained in each dollar spent fm
rent.

Sales Tax Laws. Twenty-four states had

sales tax laws on statute books on May
1, 1937. Taxes, ranging from 1% to 3%,
were imposed during depression years, to

pass burden of taxation for unemployment

relief and other emergency measures on to

mason of workers and sasall consumenL



Several sales tax laws expiring in 1937

were renewed. In CaUfornia, Illinois and Ohio,

food is i&duded amoi^ commoditiefr taxed.

Tax Dodgers. Names of 67 typical wealthy

taxpayers who dodged large amounts in taxes»

by setting up personal holding companies,

were made public in June-July, 1937, at

hearings before Joint Congressional commit-

tee investigating tax evasion and avoidance.

Among these were the following, with amounts

they evaded in one or more years:

W. R. Hearst, publisher $5,111,708

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Sloan, Jr. 1,921,587

F. H. Prince* cbairman Armoiir It Co. i,oa2,8i9

Carttar Lopton, stockhoUer in about 30
Coca Cola bottUng ooqpems 648.523

C. F. Kettering* v. p. Geaecal Motors

Corp. 610,773

Alisa Mellon Bruce (A. W. Mellon's

daughter) 332,000

R. A. and F. D. Stranahan, of Champion
Spark Plug Co. 322,277

A. D. Lasker, pres. Loid & Thomas, Inc. i97>oS3

Henry L. Doherty, pres. Cities S&nrkt Co. x6o,ooo

C. E. McMaaus, pies. Cioim OA ft Seal

Co. i30*0S9

Jacob Ruppert, Imiier, owner New York

Yankees 102,470

Hearings also revealed many other methods

of tax-dodging. Among those who used one

or more of these methods were: A. W. Mellon,

R. B. Mellon, Mr, and Mrs. Thomas W.

Lamont, Fred Fisher, O. D. Fisher, D. R.

Fisher, O. W. Fisher, Kcrrc S. du Pont, F. V.

duPont, PatOina duPont, Mn. Ethd duPont,

18

Mrs. W. duPont, H. F. duPont, R. C du-

Pont, J. J. Raskob, Mrs. Helen S. Raskob,

V. E. Macey, Jr., Paul Block, Roy W. How-

ard, and Robert P. Scripps. Many of these

have been heavy supporters of American

liberty League and sunilar reactionary organi-

zations opposing higher taxes on large in-

comes.

Contributiona to American liberty

League. American Liberty League and cer-

tain related organizations received $1,084,-

604,62 in contributions during the 18 months

aiding in spring of 1936. (Special Senate

Committee to Investigate Lobbying Activities,

Digest of Data, 1936.)

Digest shows that a total of $924,974.84, or

90% of the total, was contributed by follow-

ing groups:

$204,045-00
152,622.68

ICK),2 50.00

68,226.00

60,752.55

49,852.56

40,671.28

37,260.00

X84,224^3
27»o69.94

$924,974^

Organizations investigated included Liberty

League, American Federation of Utility In-

vestors, American Taxpayers League, Cru-

saders, Farmers Tndfpendenre Council, League

19

duPont family

dufFont associates

Pitcairn family

J. P. Morgan associates

Mellon associates

Rockefeller associates

Hutton (£. F.) associates

Son Oil associates

Banks and brokers

Utilitjr companiga, etc



for Industrial Rights, Minute Men and
Women of Today, National Economy League,

Sentinels of the Republic, Southern Committee
to Ui^iold tfae CoMtitiitiMy and others.

Presidential Elections, 1936. Popular vote

in 1936 presidential elections was as follows:

Roosevelt 27,752,309
Landon 16,682,524
OlhttS 1,379.544

4S>8X4>377

'^Others" included the following:

Lemke (Union Party) 892,793
Thomas (Socialist) 187,342
Browder (Communist) 80,096
Colvin (Prohibitionist) ' 37f609
Aiken (Socialist Labor) 1 2 ,793
Scattering and void 168,911

In 1936 presidential elections, there were

45,800,000 votes cast. This vote represented

approximately 60% of U. S. population over

21 years of age.

Voting Qualifications. Under U. S. Consti-

tution, each state makes its own laws on

voting quaMficationSy provided that the right

of citizens to vote shall not be denied or

abridged by U. S. or by any state, on account

of race, color, or previous condition of servi-

tude (15th amendment); or on account of

sex (19th amendment).

In all states, a person in order to vote

must be a citizen who is not under ax ynn
20

of i^e, who is a resident of the state for a

certain period (ranging from wi months to

two years) uid^who is not a fdon, an idiot

or a lunatic. In all states a voter must be

able to read or write or understand, at leasts

what is read to him. It is necessary to register

in order to vote.

In Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Mississippi,

Tennessee, Texas, Virgmia, Ma^chusetts, and

some other states^ a head-tax (poll tax) of

$1 or $3 must be paM in order to vote.

Effect is to disqualify many of the poorest,

such as sharecroppers in southern states.

There are property requirements in Alabama,

Mississippi, Rhode Island and several other

i^tes. ''Paupers" are not eligible in Maine^

West Vkginia and certain other states.

Negro Disfranchisement. Effect of poll tax

and property requirements for voting in

many southern states is to disfranchise many
Negro citizens whose income is extremely low.

In Alabama, for example, a worker must

own 40 acres of land or $300 worth ci tax-

able property before he may vote.

Participation in primaries and elections,

holding office and jury service have been

quite generally denied by white ruling class

to N^roes in the South. Negro sharecropper

or worker is often barred from the i>olls by
terrorism, as weH as by legal methods of

poll and property taxes.

As a result of discrimination in education,

21



the Negro citizen in the South is less likely

to be aUe to read and write or to recite

a secdon of the state constkution by heart,

as h often xeqoured of votas. It was estimated

by National Association for Advancement of

Colored People in 1925 that laws passed in

southern states (beginning with 1890) had

disfranchised approximately 4,000,000 Negroes

a I years of age and over, over half of whom
could read and wftte*

Labor's Non-Partisan League. Labor's

Non-Partisan League was formed in July,

1936. Its main purpose was the re-election

of President Roosevelt.

Meeting in Washington, D. C, on March 8,

1937, the League declared that "the primary

purpose of independent labor political action

is to assist, by every legitimate pplttical

means, in the improvement of the wages and

working and living conditions of American

labor." Its program includes:

(i) Strengthening of labor organization in

industry; (a) attainment of specific legisla-

tive objectives of particular labor groups;

(3) support of organized farmers in their

effort to improve agricultural conditions;

(4) regulation of labor and other industrial

conditions by federal government; (5) state

bills for state labor legislation; (6) state

un^ploymmt ounpensation l^islation.

Planning to extend its organization, the

League "will be used. ..to iasuie the nom-
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ination and electiim to puUic office of men
and womta who are not only pledged to

support labor and other progressive meas-

ures, but whose record also justifies the

belief that these pledges will be kept."

American Labor Party. American Labor

Party was formed in New York state in July,

1936, as affiliate of Labor's Non-Partisan

League. With origmal purpose of re-decting

F. D. Roosevelt as President and Herbert H.

Lehman as Governor of New York, the party

later broadened its aims:

The {onnation of the American Labor Party in New
Yoik 8tate» as the permanent political instrument of

an labor and progressive forces, is an answer to the

urgent need for a party rooted in the common people

and giving concrete political expressions to their as-

pirations. ... In the regrouping of political forces

now under way the establishment of a powerful labor

party becomes inevitable. (Program of the American

Labor Pkrty, October, X936-)

On AiJ*. ticket, 274,924 votes were cast

for Rooaevdt and Lehman in New York

state in 1936 elections. Of tliis nuntiber, 2389-

84s votes came from New York City* The

party polled over 450,000 votes in New York

City election in 1937 when it supported Mayor

LaGuardia for re-election. Five A.L.P. candi-

dates were elected to the City Council and

four to the New York State Assembly* The

first dioice votes for Conununist candidates to

aty Council totaled 74>i69; for Socialist can-

didates, 29,240. Under proportional represrata-
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tion most of these votes, on the recount, went

to AX.P. candidates.

Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party. Farmer-

Labor Association of Minnesota in March,

1937, announced plans for pr<%ressive l^;isia-

tion. Program inducfes: Taxation based on
ability to pay; agricultural extension funds

to be spent under supervision of democratic

local organizations; needed protection for co-

operatives; a constitutional amendment to es-

tablish mariwwim hours and minimum wi^;
emergency relief for unmployed and needy;

ownership by municipalities of public utilities

;

passage of Minnesota Youth Act (based on

Benson American Youth Act introduced in

U. S. Congress) providing employment and

educational opportunities for unemidoyed
youth.

In 1936, Ehner A. Benson was elected Gov-
ernor of Minnesota on the Farmer-Labor

Party ticket, for a term expiring in January,

1939. Two Farmer-Labor Party men, Henrik

Shipstead and Ernest Lundeen, were elected

to U. S. Senate. Five Farmer-Labor Party

congressmen were elected to U. S. House of

Representatives: Henry G. Tdgan, Dewey W.
Johnson, Paul J. Kvale, John T. Bernard
and R. Buckler.

Progressive Party of Wisconsin. Philip F.

LaFollette was elected Governor of Wiscon-

sin on Pro^essive Party ticket in 1934 and
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again in 1936. His brother Robert M. LaFol-

lette, Jr., also of Progressive Party, is a U. S.

Senator from Wiscondn, his term expirii^ in

1941. In 7Sth Congress (1937) seven out of

10 congressmen from Wisconsin were Pro*

gressives.

Party was formed in May, 1934, when the

in-ogressive faction of the Republican Party

split off to form a thurd party. Program is

progresdve, for relief to unemployed, and ^or
the welfare of the common man.''

Washington Commonwealth Federation.

This Washington state organization, with
headquarters in Seattle, entered active poli-

tics in January, 1936, ^en 14,000 persons

voted for the Federation-endorsed Tom Smith
for Mayor. Smith just missed nomination.

In 1 93 7 elections, state program included

extension of public health service, increased

relief for unemployed, security of tenure for

fanners, and taxation based on ability to
' pay. In 75th Congress (x937)» the Federation

had four congressmen. It also captured the

important office of state superintendent of

schools.
' At annual convention, September, 1937,

there were 665 delegates from 25 counties, in-

cluding 217 from labor unions, half A. F. of

L. «ad half C. I. O. Convmtion passed roo-
lutira urging unity with Labor's Non-Parti-

san League with the aim of ^'building a

genuine New Deal party."
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Comnmiiist IHoty. In November, 1937, whfle

a recruiting drive was still in progress, the

Party reported 65,000 members. In Presiden-

tial election campaign of 1936, the Communist

Party brought forward a platform to meet ''the

immediate interests of the majority of the pop-

ulation of our country." It declarer

I. Put America back to work. Provide jobs and a
living wage tot all.

3. Provide nnraplc^rmen^iiisiinuice, M age pension^

and sodal security for all.

3, Save the young geDcratioD. •

4« Free the farmers from debts, unbearable tax

burdens and foreclosures; guarantee the land to

those who till the soil.

5. The rich hold the wealth of our country; make
the rich pay.

6. Defend and eztaid dmocialic rights and dvil

liboties; cub the Siqweme Court.

7. Full rij^ts for the Negjco people.

8. Ktep America oat fd vvar by keqmig war eot of
the worid.

Analyziiig steps towards the Peoide^s Front

in the United States, Earl Browder, general

secretary of the Communist Party (U. S. A.)

in his report to the Central Committee, June

i7> i937> defiined it as

the defensive gathering of all oppressed and suffering

people against the most immediate and general menace
to their well-being. . . . The movement for a Farmer-

Labor Party in the U. S. represents these same social

and political currents which in France and Spain have
been crystallized in the People's Front.

Communist Party stated in 1937 that an ef-

fective peace policy for the United States could

be worked out on basis of established cove-

nants ikeady signed betwen U. S. and otitor
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countries. A law covering this foreign policy

should include six points, summarized as fol-

lows:

1. Require notice to Congress when President finds

any nation signatory to Kdlogg Pact has violated Us

provisions by making war.

2. Embargo to be placed against all economic trans-

actions with the guilty power until aggression is stopped

and reparation made.

3. Any government not itself an aggressor but suf-

fering frmn attadc by enemies, within w without, shall

not be hindered in commerdal relations with U. S.

4. First state to dedaie war or to invade oc attack

Mother state violates Kellogg Pact.

5. A state giving support to insurrection against the

democratically established government of another na-

ti<Mi violates Kellogg Pact.

6. As agreed in Buenos Aires Conference, U. S. shall

consult with othet countries in case of war or imme-

diate threat of ¥rar.

Socialist Party. During year 1936, there was

a decided decline in Socialist Party member-

ship—from 16,656 in January, 1936, to less

than 5,000 in 1937. Trotsky followers were

officially accepted in the Socialist Party early

in 1936. On September 6, i937> it was an-

nounced by the Socialist Party's National Ex-

ecutive Committee that it had purged its ranks

of certain Trotskyists.

The united front proposed by Communist

Party, for a common ticket in presidential elec-

tion was rejected by the Socialist convention in

1936.
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INDUSTRY AND COMJ4£&C£
World Industrial Production. During 1936,

industrial production for the capitalist world

was still about 4% below its 1929 level,

according to ^gsm comi»led by the Les^e
of Nations.

Using League of Nations figures, converting

to 1928 base (1928 = 100) and adjusting

for seasonal variation, The Annalist shows

world industrial indices for recent years.

(These exclude figures on risdng production in

the Soviet Union.)

1929 105-4 <933 75-3

1930 92-3 X934 Sl.4

IMI 79.a »WS* 90.2

i9$t 664 >936* <OZ«7

*Sid>jeot to leviskm.

International Trade. World trade in 1936

still lagged far behind industrial production.

It was still about 64% below its tevel in

1929, according to League of Nations figures.

The Annalist on the basis of these figures,

converting to 1928 base (1928 = 100) and

adjusting for seasonal variation, shows the

foUowing indices for value of world trade:

Z929 10X.6 1933 35-7

Z930 82.3 <934 34-6

tgst S8.7 J935 35.

1

2932 39-6 1936 37*6

For first six months of 1937, international

trade averaged 46^, or about 55% below the

1929 leveL
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Volume of world trade, allowing for changes

in prices (by dividing total value by price

levd), shows following trend in recent years:

1929=100; 1935 = 81-8; 1936 = 85-9; ^937

(first three months) = 92.6.

U. S. Exports 9nd In4>ort8.

JpJ<5 ^935
iin million dollars)

U. S. exports 2,453 2,283 5,241

U. S. imports 2,419 2,047 4,399

Nationid Income, National income produced,

according to U. S. Department of Commerce,

amounted to $63,799,000,000 in 1936, com-

pared with $54,955,000,000 in i935» an in-

crease of 16%. Income for 1937 is estimated

to be about $69iOOopoo,ooo.

1936 income was still 21% below the 1929

level of $80,757^,000. Since volume of pro-

duction during 1936 was about 12% below

1929 level, lower prices accounted for about

half the difference between income produced

in 1936 compared with 1929.

Workers' ^are in national income produced

was less in 1936 than in 1929. In selected

industries (mining, manufactaring, construe*

tion, steam railroads and water transporta**

tion), wages paid amounted to $11,369,000,-

000, or 17.9% of national income produced

in 1936. This compares with $16,852,000,000

or 20.9% of national income in 1929.

Interest and dividends paid bondholdeis

and stockholders remained at same propor*

ticMMtf level in 1936 as in 1929. In both years
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payments equated 13.9% of national income

produced.

Manufacturing Industries. For 20 leading

industries in U. S., numbers of wage earners

employed are given below. Ratio of total

wages to total value of products indicate that

in certain industries, as for example, cigarettes,

meat packing and motor vehicles, wages con-

stitute a very small part of the total value.

In all manufacturing, wages are only one-

sixth of the total value of products. (Census

of Manufactures, i9S$-)
Ratio of

Number of IFAWf ioWW

Vdne of

earners Products

Industry

Ahiminam products X9*S

Cigarettes
2.3

Cotton manufactures 383,002 24-0

Electrical maduneiy and suM^es 179,641 20.6

Furniture 130,781 26.2

Glass 67,138

Lumber products 255,230 33.S

Machinery i09,Sx8 S2.6

Meat padung zz6»630

Men's clothing 154.583 235
Mtitat vehicles, bodies aad parts 240,757 21.

1

Motor vdiicles 147,004 9.0

Paints, pigmeiits and vaniisbes 27,686 7.7

Paper 103,344 15-5

Petroleum refining 77,402 5*9

Printing and publishing 245,376 X9.X

Rubber tires, etc. S7,"8 »7.S

Steel and rolling mill products 559»630 22.7

Wcmmi's dothing 2 59,04« 19.1

Wool and hair maaufadntes z66,6o4 2M
An maftulacluring

High Salaries. Here is a list of salaries of

$100,000 and over paid in 1936 to executives

of certain large corporations in the Unitol

States, as reported in releases from tiie Se-

curities and Exchange Commission. Most of

these men have large investments m their

own and other companies which bnng them

additional income. Amounts given in table

cover only reported salary and bonus re-

ceived from a given company and do not

mclude income from investments. These s^-

aries may be compared with that of the

President of the United States ($75,ooo) and

with that of a Oibinet member ($iS.o<»)-

Compensation

Company ^ , „
in 1936

**

Air Reduction Co., C. E. Adams, p. $120,763

Allied Chemical & Dye,

H. F. Atherton, p., ch. xoo,ooo

American Can Co.. H. W. Pbc^JS. ch. 1S3,X00

Am^ican Smdting & R^auag*

F, H. Brownell, ch. 103,080

American Tobacco Co., G. W. Hill, p. 246,174

P. M. Hahn, v.p. 125.742

C. F. Neiley, v.p.

Anaconda Copper Mining,

C. F. Kelley, p.
x67>s6a

Chrysler Corp.. W. P- Chrysler, ch. 200,700

K. T. Keller, P- ^ ^, -

zoo,Soo

Consolidated OU, H. F. Stadair, ch. 200,660

H. R. Gallas^t P-
111,090

W. S. Fitflpatjrftek, v.di. 103,120

•Key, p., president; ch., chairman; ch.f.c. ch^-

man, finance committee; v.p., vice-president: vxli.,

vice-chairman; t., treasurer.

••Compensation in many cases mdodes a bonw.
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Compensation

Company in ipjd**

E. I. duPont de Nemours, J. T. Brown, v.p. 137,785

W. S. Carpenter, Jr., ch.fx. 1 55,545

T. S. Grasselli, v.p. I37,78S

General Motors Corp., A. P. Slou, di. 565,311

W. S. Knudsen, p. 507>645

C. F. Kettojng, v.p. 353»755

Hearst CcHisdiAUed PuU.,
W. R. Heant, p. 500,000

R. H. Macy & Co., P. S. Straus, 100,359

Montgomery Ward, S. Aveiy, p. zoo,x8o

National Dairy Products

T. H. Mclnncrn^, p. 108,680

J. L. Kraft 105,460

National Steel Corp., E. T. Weir 200,120

Philip Morris & Co.,

L. B. McKitterick, p. i43>700

Republic Steel Corp., T. M. Girdlcr, ch. i7S»ooo

Standard Bnmds, J. WiUhire, p. iS5*473

Standard Oil Co. of Ind^
£. G. Seubert, p. iOS>S99

Standard Oil Co. of N. J.,

W. S. Parish, ch. 122,500

W. C. Teagle, p. 122,500

U. S. Rubber Co., F. B. Davis, Jr., ch. 227,260

W. de Krafft, v.p. . 121,400

U. S. Steel Corp., M. C. Taylor, ch. 166,862

W. A. Irvin, p. X30,3ZO

Westii^ouse Electric ft Mfg.,

A. W. Robertson, ck. io8>588

Prc^ts Increase. For x,6oo leading manu-
facturing and trading corporations net

profits (after depreciation, interest, taxes and

other charges and reserves) rose to $2,445,-

812,000 in 1936, compared with $1,605,702,000

in 1935. This compilirition by National Qty
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link of New York shows a gain of 52.3^
'

over 1935.

Similar compilation by same bank in 1936

showed that companies in this field reported

gain in net profits of 49.7% in 1935 over

1934-

For 200 leading manufacturii^ corpora-

tions, annual rate of net profits on net worth

(capital plus accumulated surplus) in 1936

reached 12%, compared with 1929 level of

iS%.

Dividend and Interest Pasrments. How
dividend and interest payments to stock-

holders and bondholders in U. S. were main-

tained during years of economic crisis and

depression are shown in following incomplete

tabulation by New York Journal of Com-
merce:

1929 $6,887,650^000 X933 6,356.880,676

X930 8,307,554>000 1934 6,096,94St755

1931 8,075,670,152 «93S 6,037,690,000

1933 6,968,773»386 1936 6,649>335,X33

Dividends Declared. Dividends declared by
U. S. industrial and nuscellaneous corpora-

tions, including railroads (not including banks

or trust companies), as compiled in a partial

list by New York Times, totaled in recent

years:

1938 $3,28S,3>6,IM 1933 |S,I77,9I4,I0S

I9«9 4,251,887,979 1934 3,471,831,477

1930 4,638,610,393 X935 3,7x5,346,587

1931 3,954,194.206 1936 3,888,930,SSX

1933 a,S97>828,<H5 1937

(10 mos.) 3»382>785>763
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Profits of Processors. Over six-year period

1 929- 1935, including depression years, the

food processors and distributors and other

processors maintained rdatively high average

profits^ according to a special study of Fed-

eral Trade Commission. Average rates of re-

turn on capital ( 1929-1935 inclusive) for

groups of leading companies were as follows:

Milk processm and distrOnitocs 9.6%
Wholesale baking confHwnies 8.8%
Wheat middlemen xo.6%
Wheat processors 7.8%
Wholesale flour distributofs 9.6%
Tobacco processors iS-8%
Biscuit and cracker companies 14.6%
Chain groceries 17.4%
Livestock supplies 25.0%
Chain groceiy stCMre aervidng ti*o%
Meat packers 4-3%
Shoe manufacturers 4.8%
Wholesale grocery companies 5-5%
Wholesale drug companies 6^%

Electricity Rates. Federal Power Commission
in its electric rate survey showed wide dif-

ferences in domestic and residential rates in

effect January i, 1936. Rate charged by pri-

vatdy-owned companies was in some cases

three tkoes the rate charged by mtmidpally-

owned public utilities.

In Tacoma, Wash., for example, under mu-
nicipal ownership, electric rate is $2.12 for

ICQ kilowatt hours, whereas in Yonkers, N. Y.,

under private ownershq), the rate for 100
k.w. houzs is $6»a8.

Power experts have estimated that it costs
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less than tJuee mills ($.003) to produce the

dectridty for "vdiich i»ivate utifities <^aige

the consumer five cents.

In near-by Ontario, Canada, the publidy-

owned Hydro-Electric Power Commission of

Ontario, is able to provide electric light for

domestic use at far less than the rates charged

in the United States. In 1931, the average

rate per kiUowatt how was only 1^6^ for

domestic lighting.

Newqpq;>er Chains. Two-fifths of daily

newiqmper circulation in the United States

and one-half Sunday drculation was news-

paper chain circulation in 1935. The 63 news-

paper chains had combined circulation of

15.859,133 daily and 14,758,550 Sunday. Al-

though these chains included only 16.8% of

the number of daily and 25.3% of the number

of Sunday papers, th^ had 41.6% of daUy

and 524% of Sunday circulation.

Three leading daily newspaper chains alone

accounted for three-fifths of all chain circu-

lation and one-fourth of total circulation.

Number of Daily % Circulation

Papers Circulation Chain D<uly

W. R. Heawt 32.6 13.6

Patterson-

McCormick 2,440,608 15.4 6.4

Scripps-Howard 23 1,927,896 12.2 5.1

5X 9,546,197 60.2 25*1

Hearst chain was subsequently reduced to

20 newspapers as a result of the popular boy-

cott against Heaist anti-labor pdicies. Names
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of the papers in Hearst chain, as of October,

I937i were:

Albany Times-Union

AtfamU Georgian

Baltimore News-Post
Boston American
Boston Daily Recocd
Chicago American

Chicago Herald and Eyaminer
Detroit Times
Los Angeles Examiner

Los Angeles Herald and Express

Wisconsin News (Milwaukee)

New York Journal and Aamican
New York Mirror

Oakland Post-Inquirer

Pittsburgh Sun-Telegri^
San Antonio Light

San Francisco Call-Bulletin

San Francisco Examiner

Seattle Post-Intelligencer

Syracuse Journal

Newspapers and Radio. Newspaper publish-

ers by 1937 had been licrased to operate or

construct 194 radio stations. In one year,

1936, the Federal Communications Commis-

sion issued licenses to 52 publishers and 102

other applications were pending.

William Randolph Hearst has recently in-

creased his radio chain (Hearst Radio, Inc.)

from ^ to xo stations. "He now owns the

following:

WINS—New York
WCAE—Pittsburgh

WBAL—Baltimore

WISN—Milwaukee
KYA—San Fhu
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KEHE—Los Angeles

WACO—Waco
KOMA—Oklahoma City

KNOW—Austin
KTSA~Sui Antflnio

It is also r^rted that Hearst is ^'backing"

WSAY of Rochester and has a spedai arrange-

ment with other stations, such as WMEX
of Boston.

Advertising Costs. American business spent

nearly $500,000,000 on national advertising

through accredited agencies in 193S1 accord-

ing to Census of Business. (New York Times,

March 30, i937-)

918 agencies billed national advertising to-

taling $405,880,000 of which $153,152,000 or

37.7% went to newspapers; $107,330,000 or

26.5^0 went to magazines; and $6^>307i0oo or

15.6% to radio.

Of nine advertisers who each spent more

than $1,000,000 in 193S for radio advertising,

six were of the drug and toilet goods indus-

try. These included Procter & Gamble (Ivory,

Cbipso, etc.); Colgate-PahnoUve-Peet; Ster-

Ung Products (Bayer's aspirin, etc); Ameri-

can Home Products (Kolynos) ; Lady Esther

Co.; and Pepsodent.

It has been estimated that the total cost

of all types of advertising in the U. S. in one

year comes to about $2,000,000,000.
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AGRICULTURE
Farm Population. Drift from farms to cities
in 1936 reversed previous depression trend of
population. There were 3i,729/x)o persons liv-
ing on U. S. farms on January 1, 1937,
against 31,809,000 on January i, 1936. This
was a decrease of 80,000, the first net loss
reported in farm population since 1929.
According to U. S. Bureau of Agricultuial

Economics, 1,166^ moved away from farms
to cities during 1936, while 7x9,000 moved to
farms. Farmers make up less than 25% of
total estimated population.

From 1910 to 1936, farm population de-
creased by 1% from 32,076,960 to 31,739^.
During same period, population of the country
as a whole increased by 40%.

Size of Farms. Farms in the U. S. averaged
IS4-8 acres at the end of 1935. Of all farms
on January i, 1936, nearly one out of ev«iy
five was under so acres in size. About four
out of every five farms contained less than
17s acres, leaving about one-fifth with 175
acres or more. These larger farms contained
about two-thirds of the farm area:

% of Total

o i-
denize

1,254,283 farms under 20 acres 1.2
1,440,143 farms of 20-49 acres 4.5
1,444,007 fanns of 50-99 acres lo.o
'»404f«97 farms of xoo-174 acres 18.0
1.013.506 farms at 175 to 499 acres 26.4
356,114 farms of 500 acres and over 40.3
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Farm Income. Gross income from farm pro-
duction in the U. S. was $9,050,000,000 in
1936. In addition, farmers received about
$480,000,000 in federal benefits, making the
total 1936 income $9»S30,ooo,ooo, or 12% more
than in 1935. Hiis increase of about 70%
since the low point of the crisis still left the
gross farm income more than 20% below the
average yearly totals for the period 1923-29,
and about 25% below 1929,

Per capita farm income available for living
was 20% higher in 1936 than in 1935. In-
cluding benefit payments, however, it was
only 17.8% higher in 1936, because of lower
payments in 1936 than in 1935.

Total cash income from farm production
and benefit payments in the first five months
of 1937 was $3,214,000^000, which compares
with $2,650^)0(^000 in the correspondmg 1936
period.

Farms Foreclosed. A total of 1,398,881
farms were foreclosed in the United States in
the period 1930-193S. Number of mortgaged
farms (owner-operated) totaled 1^19,165 in
I93S, as compared with 874,215 in 1890. Four
out of 10 farms (39 6%) were mortgaged in
1935- Only 1,940,117 of owner-operated farms
were unmortgaged in 1935, according to a
study made by the Census Bureau, in co-opera-
tion with the Department of Agriculture and
the WPA.
Increase of Farm Tenancy. Tenancy rose
180% between 1880 and 1935. In 1880, there
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were 1^25^000 tmante or one-fourth of all

farmers. In 1900, iken were about a^ooo^ooo

farm tenants. In 1935, the number had in-

creased to 2,865,000 or 42% of all farmers.

During past 10 years, tenants have been in-

creasing at rate of 40,000 a year.

Out of the 2,865,000 tenant families, at

least 2fioofioo indudix^ 7x6,000 ^re-croppn
families, w»c (February, 1937), in imme-
diate need of substantial help, according to

President's Committee on Farm Tenancy.

Sharecroppers on Cotton Plantations.

Large-scale cash-crop forming continues today
in the same areas of the Southeast that had
large dave-hoMings and large cotton plan-

tations in i860. This is shown in James S.

Allen's Negro Question in the United States

and in a special government report by T. J.

Woofter, Landlord and Tenant on the Cotton
Plantation (Works Progress Administration,

Divi^n of Social Research, 1936). Today, it

is the Negro or white tenant farmer who
operates most of the plantation land.

Tenants are often continually in debt to the

landlord. Debts are "carried forward on the

landlord's book and added to current bor-

rowing as a lien against future production,"

Woofter explains. intoest rates diaiged

to sharecroppers prevratt their getting out of

debt.

In 1934, the average net income per family

of the wage-bandst croppers, share tenants
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and renters on fdantations in 11 areas was
only $309, or $73 per capita, for the entire

year. Sharecroppers in this survey, who made
up more than half the total number of fam-
ilies, averaged $312 per family, or $71 per
capita. In the Lower Delta area of the Mis-
sissippi River the croppers' avemge net in-

come amounted to oidy $38 per person, or
slightly more than 10 cents a day.

N^o in Agriculture. Agriculture forms the
largest smgle occupation in which Negroes are

engaged. According to 1930 census, nearly

2,000,000 were thus occupied. Negroes, 10
years old and over, w&t grouped as follows:

Fann laborers 1,1x2,510
Wage wOTkers 539,307
Uniwid famfly workers 573,203

Farmers (owners and tenants) 873,653
Farm managers and locemen 1,676

Total i,987>839

Nq^ro farm workers (numbering 539,307)
constitute 19.4% of all hired farm workers
in the United States. They are located chiefly

in the South.

Of the 873,653 Negroes in the "owners
and tenants'' group, some 700,000 are tenants.

Tenant farmers are divided into two main
classes: renters and sharecnippen—41ie latter

numbering nearly 400,000.

Production for ^'a Liberal Diet/' For every
five acres harvested in 1936 another acre
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would have to be added if present population

of continental United States were to be

properly fed. This assumes that all our food

productton would be conjsumed at home.

Any food production for export would re-

quire more acreage, in addition to this har-

vested acreage.
^

Basing its figures on estimates of Agn-

cultural Adjustment Administration of pro-

duction necessary to supply a "liberal diet

to 125,000,000 people, Farm Research, Inc.,

of Washington, D. C, has calculated amounts

necessary to supply 128429^ P«>I»«
^f\-

mated population as of July i, 1930).

lowing figures show deficiencies i» output:

Percentage

Increase

Needed

Total harvested acres + 33

Corn, acres + 3*

All hay, acres
+ SI

Truck cnvs> acres + 142

Wbeat, acres,
-46*

Animab on farms (x/3/37)

Beef cattle and atm + 41

Hogs
+ 69

Sheep and lambs + 45

Dairy cattle
+ 68

Poultry
+ 51

Work animals
+ 6

* Decrease. Wheat is the only basic food crop of

KmvasuI fit* fineda
which there has been a surplus beyond the needs

of a "liberal diet."

Housing on Farms. The ordinary farmhouse

in the United States has no telephone no

electric lights, no running water, accordmg
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to U S. Bureau of the Census. In 1930,

some 19% of owners' farmhous« were

lighted by electricity, but only 5% of tenant

houses were lighted. Running water was found

in 22% of owners' houses and 7% of ten-

ants' houses. ^ ,

About 70% of an farmhouses had unmi-

proved outdoor toilets in 1934-

Five million farmhouses, over 70% of tlie

total, and six million non-farm hom€S are

"defiliitdy sub-standard, the two constitutmg

over %6% of our total housing," according

tZ report on housing by the PubUc Works

Administration in 1935-

Farm Marketing Co-operatives. Great de-

velopment of farm co-operatives has occurred

result of general decline in agncultural

prices since the World War. Strong co-opera-

tives have developed, especially m areas

devoted to production of cotton, wheat, Uve-

stock and tobacco and also among milk

producers.

In I034-3S season farm co-operative mar-

keting organizations as a whole did a busmess

of2out $i,34opoopoo chiefly in dauy prod-

ucts, grain, Hvestock, fruits and vegetables and

cotton. Through co-operative marketing farm-

ers have various advantages, mdudmg the

financial benefit of "not being at the mer^

of a few overpowerful buyers," declared the

Federal Trade Commission, in a report on

Agricultural Income, March, 1937-



Fann Consnniera' Co-oporathres. Fam
Supply Co-operativM did a business of $315,-
ooopoo during 193S-36 season. During year,

106 new associations were formed, making a
total of 4,578 in operation. They handle feed,

seed, fertilizer, petroleum products, groceries,

general merchandise, iarm implf^fnttg and
building materials.

One-eighth of the total fann supply bill

paid by American farmers in 1935 was spent
for supplies purchased co-operatively. About
800,000, or 12% of farm families, belonged
to these co-operatives and the number of as-

sociations purchasing farm products co-opera-
tivdy grew from zxi before the World War
to over 1,900 In 1935, according to the Annals
of American Academy of PcAtical and Social

Science, May, 1937.

Farm Labor Organizations. First national

convention of United Cannery, Agricultural^

Packing and Allied Workers of America (af-

mted with the C. L O.) was hdd in Denver,
July 9-12, 1937. Delegates from 24 states

represented approximately 100,000 workers,
organized in locals of Agricultural Workers
Union, Cannery Workers Union, Fruit Work-
ers Union, Beet Workers Union, Southern
Tenant Farmers Union, Farm Laborers and
Cotton Field Workers, Dairy Workers Union,
and other unions.

This new industrial union was an out-

growth of earlier oiganizatioos descri^ in
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Labor Fact Books II and ///. It brought

together under the C. I. O. over 90 cannery

and agricultural workos' union kcala whidi
had repeatedly requested an intematioiud

charter from the American Federation of

Labor and been refused.

Farmers* Security Bill. Such a bill as the

Farmers* Security Bill, introduced by Repre-

sentative Boileau of Wisconsin in 75th

Ccmgress (first session) would establish a
Farmers' Security Corp., with aim of improv-

ing economic status of farm tenants, share-

croppers and farm laborers. Main provisions:

County committees of five, democratically

elected, with a majority of fann tenants or

sharecroppers. In providing credit for own--

orship of farm homes, preference would be
given those *Vho are most in need." Federal

corporation would buy land ; tenant would
then buy from federal corporation, not from
private owners, under 40 year contract, at

I$4% interest. Annual payments limited to }i
of cash value of l^rm fntkluets produced fw
sttle.

Appropriation would provide minimum of

$500,000,000 for land purchase and short

term loans in first year. Corporation would
operate only in states which require wiittm
landlord-tenant contracts and guarantees ^to

insure the security and dvil ri^ts of farm
tenants, shiu^ecropp^, and farm laborers.*'
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LABOR CONDITIONS

Unemployment. Comprehensive estimates of

unemployment have been made annually in

November by the Labor Research Associa-

tbii* For last five years, the figures are (in

thousands):
Excluding

those

On Federal on Federal

November Total Reliei Work Relief Work

1932 16,783 • • • 16,783

1933 16,138 599 15,539

, 1934 16,824 3,007 15,817

1935 16,658 2,486 X4tX72

1936 I4»7SI 3-794 10*957

Permanent Unemplaymtat. From 5 to 7.5

million of those now unemployed will remain

jobless even if United States returns to the

"prosperity" of 1929, according to various

estimates of Harry L. Hopkins, Federal Works

Progress Administrator.

To reduce unemployment to the 1929 level

of about 2poo,ooo, "goods and services pro-

duced wouikl have to readh a point 20%
higher than in 1929, even if the productivity

level of 1935 remains unchanged," accordii^

to a report prepared for the National Re-

sources Committee, Unemployment and In-

creasing Productivity. In 193S production per

nnn-hour had already passed the 1929 level.

Report concludes, therefore, that ''the dis-

locations occaaoned by technological progress

will continue to present serious problems of
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industrial, economic and social readjust-

ment."

Technological Unemployment. Examples

of inrr^a5«"g mechaniiation and speed-up in

mdustry and the effect on productivity and

employment:

More units of goods are moved by one

railway worker today than by two in 1910.

In 1928 two cement workers produced more

than three in 1919.

Two telephone operators can acconquish

today more than three could do in 1929.

Taking industry as a whole, it is climated

that four men can accomplish as much as

five men in 1929.

Man-hour requirements per unit of output

in manufacturing industries as a whole were

cut neariy in half between 1920 and i934»

according to a study of Unemployment and

Increasing Productivity prepared und^ Works

Progress Administration. Except for minor set-

backs, man-hours required per 100 units of

output declined steadily from 100 in 1920 to

S6 in 1934.

In other words, it took only 56 man-hours

in 1934 to produce what requked 100 man-

hours to produce in 1920. The rise of 40%
in manufacturing output up to 1929 took

place with no additional man-hours; in fact,

there was a drop of nearly 2%.

Railroad Employment. Class I steam rail-

ways of United States employed i,i7ii302
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persons in June, 1937, according to Inter-

state Commerce Commission. Hiis was an

increase of 8.7% over June, 1936.

Peak of railroad employment was in 1920,

when 3,022,832 were en^)loyed. In 1929, there

were 1^,850. Low point of employment

was 1933, when onty 9lh^9^ had jobs on

railroads^

Namban on WPA. There were 1,527450

workers on Works Progress Adnunistration

rolls, August 14, 1937, according to WPA
report. This figure compared with 2,145,562

at end of February, 1937, and with 2,871,637

at end of March, 1936, About lySSopoo

WPA workers had thus been laid off during

x8 months.

According to administration plans, only

about 1,500,000 WPA workers would be kept

on the rolls, as an average, for fiscal year

July, i937» to July, 1938.

Nmnbers on Rdief. Numbers on general

relief from state and local funds totaled

1,710,000 families and single persons in March,

1937. This compared with 2,007,000 in March,

1936, and with 2,219,000 in January, 1936.

Hiese general relief figures do not include

persons enqdoyed on WPA projects or in

other federal agencies. Nor do they indudc

those receiving old-age assistance or federal

social security funds.

When federal government at the end of

1935 transferred those who had been on fed-
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eial relief back to local and state agencies,

it was estimated that from 10 to 12 million

persons (including those in families on relief)

became thus dependent on local charity. Many
were left without any relief at alL

Unemployed Youth- One out of every four

young people between the ages of 16 and

24 was out of work in January, 1936, accord-

ing; to estimates by American Youth Commis-

sion of the American Council on Education.

It was estimated by AubrQr Williams, di-

rector of National Youth Administration^ in

November, 1 93 5 , that from 5 ,000,000 to

8,000,000 between the ages of 16 and 25

were wholly unoccupied; almost 3,000,000

young people msst on relief at that time.

Civilian Conservation Corps. One and a

half million young men from families of the

unem[doyed had passed through Civilian Con-

servation Corps camps by May, 1937. These

youths between the ages of 18 and 25 were

outfitted in U. S. Army uniforms, conunanded

by Army ofiicers, fed by Army cooks, housed

in Army camps. In all, over 9,000 Army of&cers

have been on duty with CCC.
For then: work in CCC, these young men

got only $30 a month. Of this amount, each

man was usually required to pay $25 for his

family as "relief/^ Local agencies were thus

relieved of caring for this unemployed family.

On June 28, 1937, President Roosevelt

s%ned a bill extending CCC for three years.
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He recommended $350,000,000 as ai^opria-
tion for the agency.

Child Labor. More than 2,000,000 children

between ages of 10 and 17 (inclusive) or

one out of every nine, were employed in

1930. (Census of 1930.) Thb did not include

children under 10 years many of whom are

engaged in street trades and industrial home-
work. Nor did it include tens of thousands

of children in agriculture, whose work does

not heffXk until after April date when emus
was taken.

Census of 193a showed iiMiustry distribution

of child workers, 10 to 15 years old (inclu-

sive) :

Agriculture 469,497
Manafactariiig and mechanical 68,366
Trade 49,61s
Domestic and personal aervke 46,145
Clerical occupations 16,803
Transportation and communicatioa 8,717
Professional service 4,844
Forestry and fishing 1,562

Extraction of minerals 1,184
Public service (not elsewhere classified) 48s

AZX OCCUPATIONS 667iii8

Of manufacturing industiks, tesrtOes mploy
largest number of duldren—20,625, according

to 1930 census. Southern lumber industry in

South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi

and Louisiana, employs large numbers of

children.
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Wages. Average weekly earnings in 30 lead-'

ing indurtiies in May, 1937, aixording to

U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, were as

follows:

All manufacturing industries $26.39
Iron and steel and their products 32.48
Automobiles 34.06
Aluminum manufactures 26.98
&nelting and refining—copper, lead and xhc 28.67
Liuaber and allied products 3X«4Z
Textiles and their frndncts xSm
Wearing apparel 17.84
Boots and shoes 18.76
Food and kindred products 25.05
Tobacco manufactures 16.49
Paper and printing 28.49
Chemicals and allied products, etc. 28.28

Robber products 28.13
Coal mining

Anthracite 25.32
Bituminous 22.20

Telephone and tekgcaph J0.86
Retail trade 21.97
Hotels (year-round) 14.59
Laundries 16.94
Building constmcticm 31.10

Productivity and Wages. Productivity per

factory worker, measured in dollars, rose

103% betwecsi 1914 and 1935, according to

the Council for Industrial Progress in its

report, Analysis of Production, Wages and
Employment in Mamifacturing Industries,

1914-1935. During this 21-year period, yearly

average number of wage-earners rose only

04%; value added by manufacturing in-

creased 104%; but yearly average wages rose

only 77%-
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Value added by manufacture rose from
^,ixofioofioo in 19x4 to $x9,794/>oopoo in
X935» more than double the 1914 figure. But
number of wage earners rose from 6,896,000
in 1914 to only 6,926/)oo in 1935 or by only
30,000.

Dollar productivity per wage-earner
(roughly measured by dividing value added
by manufacture by number of woxlcers em-
ployed) rose from $x^ in 1914 to $2,858
ftt I93S- Average yearly wages rose from $590
in X914 to only $1,042 in 1935.

Low Wages in U. & Nearly 3,000,000 work-
exft in industries onploying some 12,000,000 in
the United States were receiving wages of
less than 40^ an hour in June, 1937, accord-
ing to estimate of Leon Henderson, govern-
ment economist, formerly chief of the NRA
lesearch and plannii^ division.

These estimates submitted to the House and
Senate Labor Committees, June 3, 1937, at
hearings on proposed minimum wages and
maximum hour legislation, did not cover those
employed in distribution and service occupa-
tions or in many industries and public utilities

of a small or local charactar.

Wage Rates for Laborers. Average hourly
entrance rate for common laborais in factories
in United States was 43.3^ per hour in July,

1936} accrading to eleventh annual survey by
U; S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (Monthly
Labor Review, April, 1937). Study covered
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4,912 establishments in 16 manufacturing in-
dustries, reporting a total of 218,315 laborers.
Of these workers, 81.7% woe white^ 15.9%
Negroes, and 34% Mexicans or others.

Lower Wages for Negroes. Whfle average
hourly entrance rate for white laborers was
44 8^ an hour in July, X936, the average for
Nepo laborers was only 35.4(J an hour, ac-
cording to U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
TWs is a differential of 9.4^ per hour.
For the various groups of southern states^

the average entrance rate for white laborers
was 36.8^ per hour, as against 89.7^ for
Negro labocen.

Southern Wage Differential. Average
hourly entrance rate of common laborer for
entire northern territory was 46.1^ in July,
1936, accordmg to U. S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics. Average for southern territory as a
whole was 334<^—a differential of 12.7^.

Figures ranged from 46.5^ per hour in the
District of Columbia to 25.5^ in Arkansas and
South Carolina. Nearly two-thirds (64.9%)
of those in the South received less than 37.5^
an hour, while only 7% of those in the North
received less than this amount.
In a memorandum on The Southern Differ-

ential (1936), Labor Research Association
found that contrary to employers' aiguments,
cost of food, chief item in a worker's budget
B higher in the South than in the North
General cost of Hving in the South was only
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about 2% lower than for the country as a

whole. Yet wages range from io% to over

So% lower in the South than in the North.

Working Hours. Hours worked per week in

manufacturing industries of U. S. averaged

39.a in June, i937, as compared with an

average of 36.S in y<»' 1935-
.

In non-manufacturing industries, workmg

hours, in June, 193 7, ranged from the short-

time average of 25.9 per week in bituminous

coal mining up to 47-7 in hotels.

For the first time in American industry, a

3aj4-hour week was gained by union con-

tract when Cloakmakers Joint Board of In-

ternational Ladies Garment Workers Union,

in July, 1937, signed agreement with manu-

facturers in New York area. This 32j4-hour

week takes effect June, 1939-

Of the 2,000,000 workers who had won a

shorter working week through C. I. O. agree-

ments, by October, i937» nearly 1,000,000 have

the 3S-hour or 36-hour week. A maximum of

40 hours a week has been secured in aU in-

dustries organized by C. I. O. For flat gkss

workers, some of the rubber workers and other

groups, C. I. O. has won a 6-hour day, ac-

cording to reports at C. I. 0. national con-

ference, October, 1937*

Industrial Accidents. According to conserva-

tive estimates of the National Safety Coun-

cil, employer-supported agency, there were

18^ deaths caused by occupational accidents

S4

in the United States in 1936, an increase of

2,000 over 1934.

In the one year 1936 about 70,000 accidents

resulted in permanent disability and 1460^00
in temporary disalnlity.

About one-third of all accidents in the

United States occur in industry, including

such major groups as manufacturing, con-

struction, transportation, trade, mining and

agriculture. (For extent of Workmen's Com-
pensation benefits, see pages 62-63.)

Industries having the hi^est frequency rate

(per 1,000,000 hours' exposure) are lumber

(83.83); mining (51 45); meat-packing

(38.62); and construction (31.89). For all in-

dustries combined, the frequency rate is 15.29.

Industries having the highest severity rates

(per 1,000 hours' ecposure) are mining

(10.19); lumber (4.80); construction (4.32);

and cement (3.89). For all industries com^
bined the severity rate is 1.70.

Occupational Diseases. Careful analysis of

industrial processes in the United States has

produced a list of 700 hazardous occupations

in which working conditions involve qiedfic

danger to health. For* industrial workers,

death rates are two and three times as high

as in non-industrial groups during the active

working years of life.

Lead is still the most serious industrial

poison, since it is a hazard in no less than

150 occupations^ notably painting and pot-
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teries. Benzol^ used as a solvent for rubber,

fabrikoids, paints and lacquers, has been

found in use in more tban 50 industries.

Young women are particularly susceptible to

benzol poisoning. Tuberculosis is an occupa-

tional disease among stone cutters, sand blast-

ersy rock drillers, grinders and buffers; it is

also common among textile workers.

Silicosis, caused by breathing small dwt
partides, affects probably a million wage^

earners in the U. S., according to recent esti-

mates at National Silicosis Conference (i937)-

INTERNATIONAL PAMPHLETS
Prepared under Direction of

Labqsl Research Akociation

Over fifty titles, dealing with current

economic, social, labor and international

topics, each written by an authority in

hisfidd.

Write far Usi to:

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS
381 FauRTH Ave, New Ycksl
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LABOR LEGISLATION

Federal Child Labor Amendment In 1924,

Congress passed a joint resolution proposing

a constitutional amendment giving Congress

power "to limit, regulate and prohibit the

labor of persons under eighteen years of age."

When this Amendment was broiJ^ht before

the states for ratification, a tremendous cam-

paign of opposition was laundbed, ddef an*-

tagonists being the National Association of

Manufacturers and southern textile industry.

By April, 1937, the following 28 states had

ratified, reducing to eight the number of addi-

tional statea needed:

Arizona Maine Ohio

Arkansas Michigan Oklahoma
California Minnesota Oregon

Colorado Montana PeansylvBiiia

Idaho Nevada Utah
niinob New Hampshize Washington

Indiana New Jersey West Virginia

Iowa New Mexico Wisconsin

Kansas North Dakota Wyoming
Kentucky

Minimnm Wage Laws. As of July i, X937>

there were minimum wage laws in only 34

jurisdkdons of the United States, as follows:

Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Con-

necticut, District of Columbia, Illinois, Mas-

sachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, New Hamp-

shire, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota,

Ohio, Oklahoma^ Or^n, Fcnnqfivaina, Pimio
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Rico, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah,

Washington and Wiscoi^.
Most of these laws apply to women and

minors only. Oklahoma's new statute, approved

April 22, 1937, applies to men as well as to

women and children.

U. S. Supreme Court on March 39, 19379

upheld validity of Washington rtate minimum

wage law. Previous Supreme Court decision,

1923, in case of Adkins v. Children's Hospital,

declared unconstitutional District of Columbia

law for minimum wage based on cost of

living.

Supr^ne Court Dedsicms. Aita declaring

^'unconstitutional" a series of New Deal laws

passed under Roosevelt administration between

1933 and 1936, U. S. Supreme Court began

to reverse itself with Roosevelt's second term

in of&ce, starting January, 1937. In a series

of dose 5 to 4 decisions, Justice Owen J.

Roberts changed his vote, thus shifting bal-

ance from reactionary to liberal ride.

Record of major New Deal legislation de-

clared invalid by Supreme Court decision in-

cluded:

Act
Railroad Retirement (origjiial)

National Industrial Recovery

Agricnltund Adjustmeot

Wage and Hour Regulalicm of Guf•

fey Soft Coal Act

N. Y. Miaimom
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Date of

Decision

May 6, 1935
May 27. »93S
Jan. z6, 1936

May 18, 1936

June z, Z936

Deddons favorable to New Deal, in several

cases reversisg earlier native rulings, in-

cluded:
Daieof
Dedsian

Feb. z6, 1936
No¥. 23, 1936
Mar, 29, 1937
Mar. 29, 1937
Apr. 12, 1937
May 24, 1937

Aci
Tenn. Valley Authority

N. Y. Unen^korment Insurance

Railway Labor

Wash. State Minimum Wage
National Labor Relations

Social Security (old age pensions)

Social Security (unemployment in-

surance)

Alabama (and other state) unem-

ployment insncance hws

M»sr 24, 1937

May 24, Z937

Natiimal Labor Relations Board. Com-

monly called the ''Wagner Act," National

Labor Relations Act became law July S» 193S1

and was upheld as constitutional by U. S.

Supreme Court, April 12, 1937. Act is admin-

istered by board of three members. As of

September, 1937, board consisted of J. Warren

Madden, chairman, Edwin S. Smith and Don-

ald Wakefield Smith.

A worker or his organization, believing that

an employer has used any practices dedared

to be illegal under this act, may file charges

with the regional director at any of the

board's 21 regional offices.

Section 7 under the act declares:

Employees shall have the rl^t to adf-organixatkm.

to form, join, or as^ labor orgaai»itioii8» to bar-

gain coUectivdy throoi^ i^iicesaitatives of their own

choosing, and to engage in concerted activities, for

the purpose of cdlective bargaining or other mutual

aid or protection.
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Act, among other things, requires euQsloyws

to bargain collectively witti representatives of

employees. Board considers that collective

bargaining involves "serious intent to adjust

differences and to reach an acceptable agree-

ment/' as explained by a board member,

Edwin S. Smith, in U, S. Bureau of Labor

Statistics' Labor Infcrmatian BvUeHn^ June,

1937-

Of 1,842 complaints handled by board dur-

ing its first 20 months, 700 involved a re-

fusal to bargain collectively. The board holds

secret elections to determine what union or

oi^anization a majority of employees in a
idant desire to reprawnt theacL

Federal Housing Law. U. S. Housing Act
of 1937, known as Wagner-Steagall Housing

Act, was passed by Congress in August and

signed by President Roosevelt September 2

,

193 7. It authorizes expenditures totaling

$526,000,000 to ^^remedy the unsafe and in«

samtary housing conditions and the acute

shorts^ of dec»it, safe and sankary dweQ-
ings for families of low income/'

U. S. Housing Authority, created under this

act, has power to make loans to local public

housing agencies from a fund of $500,000,000,

U. S. bonds to be issued to raise this fund.

Es^MEi^tures authorized under act would
provide not more than i3o/x)0 new dwelli]^

units.

With all its defects^ the act is a progressive
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measure. It establishes the principle of pub-
licly subsidized housing. It makes possible a
]ow rental, although it does not guarantee it,

as would the housing bill introduced in 75A
Congress (fitst session) by Representative

Byron N. Scott of Califomia.

Social Security Act. This act was passed by
74th Congress (first session) and signed by
President Roosevelt, August 14, 1935. It be-
came effective in February, 1936, and was de-
clared constitutional U. S. Suprane Court,

May 24, 1937.

Act is in three main divisions: (i) federal

old-age benefits for which workers must pay
an income tax on wages received, and em-
ployers an excise tax on wages paid; (2) fed-

eral encouragement to states to enact

compulsory state unemplojrmrat comprasatioik

laws; and (3) meaga grants-in-aid to states

from federal funds for old-age assistance, for

aid to the blind, to dependent and crippled

children, for maternal and child health and
public health.

By October 6, 1937, 48 states. District of

Columbia^ Alaska and Hawaii had adopted
unraiployment compensation plans under So-
da! Security Act. Estimated number of em-
ployees covered by approved laws was
21,000,000. Only about half the working popu-
lation in these states have been granted even
the limited protection of these laws.

Under old-age pension pioviaioiis of Sodal

61



Security Act, by October, ig^l, ovet u^fi^
account numbers had bera assigned to indi-*

vidual applicants for benefits which went into

effect, January i, 1937.

Excluded from old-age or unemployment

benefits under this act are: agricultural work-

ers; domestic service workers (in private

h<mies) ; officers or crew of a vessel; fedaal,

state and municipal employees; employees of

educational, religious and other non-profit in-

stitutions. Under state unemployment compen-

sation laws, workers in small establishments,

employing less than eight (in some states less

tihaa four), are also esdudal from benefits.

Workmen's CompensatioiL By i937i 4^

states and District of Columbia had enacted

workmen's compensation laws, leaving only

Arkansas and Mississippi with no legislation

to compensate workers for occupational ac-

cidents.

Territorial acts have established some form

of woi^men's compensation in Alaska, Hawaii,

Philippine Islands and Puerto Rico. Federal

acts have been made applicable to all U, S.

civilian employees and to longshoremen and

harbor workers.

In no case does a state compensation law

cover all employments. Those engaged in ag-

riculture and domestic service are almost uni-

versally excluded.

Amounts paid for total disability under

workmen's compensatioc laws vary from 40%
62

to 70% of the Worker^s wages. Only in Wis-
consin is the amount as high as 70%. In
about half the states, compensation for per-

manent total disability is limited to a certain

period of time or to a maTimi^ sum. Waiting
time and long drawn-out hearii^ in which
company lawyers fight agsdoat compensation
payments, frequently involve the worker in

heavy expenses.

Conq>Mi8ation for Industrial Diseases.
Only 12 states (and four other jurisdictions)

include occupational diseases—such as silicosis,

anthrax or lead poisoning—among injuries for

which workmen's compensation is paid. Federal
Employees' Compensation Act and the Long-
shoremen's and Harbor Workers' Act indude
some form of cqmpensation for industrial

diseases.

In all other compensation laws in the United
States, occupational diseases are expressly ex-

cluded from benefits by the act or by inter-

pretations of courts.

In Illinois certain lead processes are cov-
ered. Only the New York law supposedly
compensates for all occupational diseases, but
burden of proof rests upon the worker to

show that disease resulted from conditions of

employment.

Maternity Aid. Only in eight states, under
the mothers' aid laws, is any help granted to

expectant mothers. In most states, mothers' aid
laws do not include this type of assistance.
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Maternity bracfits, as known in Europe

der sickness insurance systems, do not crist

in the United States. Under the Social Security

Act, the meager sum of $3>8oo,ooo a year is

provided for ^'maternal and child-health serv-

icca'* under direction of U. S. Children's Bu-

reau for promoting the healtk of mothers and

children, especially in rural areas and in areas

suffering from severe economic distress.

BUILD A LIBRARY!

If you want to be well informed

—

If you want keen and authoritative

analysis of the forces back of current

happenings

—

If you want books which will help

you to meet the {Mroblems of the time—

International Publishers can supply

tnck backs.

Our books, at popular prices, deal with

Labor—Marxism—War and Peace-
Fascism—The People'sFront—Trade
Unionism^Proktarian Literature—

Th» Soviet Unioor-and other topics.

Write far a CatnpleU Catalag

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS
381 Fourth Av». New York
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LABOR MOVBMBNT
Trade Uiiicm Membership. American Fed-

eratioii of Labor as of August 31, i937>

claimed a membership of 3>27i>726. Commit*

tee for Industrial Organization reported 3>7i8,-

000 on September 3, 1937. Total organized in

all trade unions by September, 193?^ was

estimated at about 7,500,000. This included

some 500,000 employees, notably on railroads,

who are not affiliated with either the A« F.

of L. or the C. I. O.

Larger A. F. of L. unions and their mem-

bership, as paid upon to the A F. of L. for

fiscal year, i937»

United Broflierhood of Carpenters and Joiners 300,000

International Brotherhood of Teamsters,

Chauffeurs, Stablemen and Helpers of

America 210,900

International Brotherhood of Electrical

Workers 171,200

International Aasodation of Machinists 138,000

Hotel and Restaurant Employees' Intenia-

tional Alliance and Barteade» Intena-

tional League of America 107,100

American Federation of Musicians 100,000

International Hod Carriers, Building and

General Laborers Union of America 99,600

Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 89,200

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and

Paperhangers of America. 80,100

Amalgamated AsBodatioa of Street and Elec-

tric Rwlway Employees of America 76,700

International Typographical Union TStSoo

International Unioa of BricUaym^ Masons

and Plastmis 65.000
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American Federation of Labor. Executive

council: President, William Green, re-elected

at S7th annual convention, Denver, Colo.,

1937; Secretary-treasurer, Frank Morrison;

and IS vice-presidents.

Federation claimed in 193 7, 100 national

and international wdons with 28,642 local

unions; 1,406 local trade and federal labor

unions, directly af&liated with A. F. of L.

Following table shows A. F. of L. member-

ship in past years. Peak year was 1920:

1897 364«835 Z928 2,896,063

1904 1,676,200 1929 2,933,545

3»030,67X 1930 2,961,096

I9t0 4,078,740 I93I 2,889,550

1921 3,906,528 1932 2,532,261

1922 3^95,635 1933 2,126,796

1923 2,926,468 1934 3,608,011

1924 2,865,799 X935 3>045>347

192s 2,877,297 X936 3*422,398

1926 2.803,966 X937 3,371,726

1987 3,8x2,526

Receipts of the Federation for fiscal year

ending August 31. i937, were $1,184478.99;

expenditures $i,i67^i7-57-

Unions Suspended. Executive council of

American Federation of Labor, meeting in

Washington, D. C, August 5, 1936, suspended

10 affiliated unions, effective September 5.

The 10 suiV)aMled unions, with nearly

x/x)o,ooo members, were: United Mine Work-

ers of America ;
Amalgamated Qothing Work-

ers of America; International Ladies Garment

Workers Union; United TextUe Workers of
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America; Oil Field, Gas Well and Refinery

Workers; International Union of Mine, Mill

and Smdter Workers; Federation of Flat

Glass Workers; Amalgamated Association of

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers; United Auto-

mobile Workers of America; United Rubber

Workers of America.

Committee for Industrial Organization was

formed in November, 193S, following the At-

lantic City convention of A. F. of L. At that

convention, John L. Lewis and those who

sided with him had gained a 40% vote of

delegates in favor of industrial unionism in

mass production industries.

Committee for Industrial Organization.

Officers of the C. I. O. are: Chairman, John

L. Lewis; Director, John Brophy; Secretary,

Charles P. Howard.

In a radio speech, September 3, i937» Jo^^

L. Lewis declared of the C. L O.:

Its objectives today are those it had at the htffu-

ning: To strive for the unionization Of oar imof^

ganized milUons of woA«8 and for acoytance of

coUedive bargaining as • lecogniaed AaMticaa larti-

tation.

Of C. I. O. in relation to A. F. of L.,

Lewis stated in his speech before United Auto-

mobile Workers of America convention, Mil-

waukee, Wis., August 27, 1937:

The Committee for Industrial Organiiation has no

quarrel with the American Pedetatiion of Lalxw as

such. It is quite content that the unions in that ot-

ganiatkm oontbrae to serve their membtnihiR in any
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msnner that is satisfactory to that membership. The
Committee for Industrial Organization did not start

out or undertake to reorganize the organized workers

in this country. It started out to organize the un-

organized, and that is what it is doing with audi

tremendous success.

In a Labor Day interview, S^tmbor 4,

1937, Lewis stated that the C. I. O. was
originally formed **to encourage and promote

organization of the workers in the mass pro-

duction industries of the nation and affiliation

with the A. F. of L." After their suspension

from the A. F. of L., C. I. O. leaders broad-

ened theur program to organize unorganised

workers of sdl industries.

C. L O. expenditures for 16 months ended

October i, 1937, totaled $1,745,968, according

to reports at first national conference of C. I.

0., Atlantic City, October, 1937.

It was reported in C. I. O.'s Union News
Service, April, 1937> that in a little more than

a year's time, the C. I, O. had put about

$1,000,000,000 in increased annual wages into

workers' pay envelopes, through its organizing

activities in the steel, auto, rubber, and other

previously unorganized mass production indus-

tries.

C. L O. Membership. On September 3, 1937,

John L. Lewis reported a total C. I. O. mem-
bership of 3,718,000. Of this number, he said,

II unions accounted for 2,765,000 members.

There are 32 affiliated C. L O. national and

international unions in all. Another 225,000
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workers are organized in some 600 chartered

local industrial unions.

Here are the latest membwship figures as of

October, 1937, of the tm C. I. O. unions

suspended by the A. F. of L.:

United Mine Workers of America 600,000

Amalgamated Assn. of Iron, Steel and Tin

Workers (SWOC) 52S,ooo»

United Automobile Workers of America 37S»ooo

United Textile Workers of America*' 270,000*

International Ladies Ganneitt Workets

Union as^tooo

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 180,000

Oil Workers International Union 100,000

United Rubber Workers of America 75*000

International Union of Mine» Mill and
Smelter Workers 45>ooo

Federation of Flat Glass Workers 17,000

*That number covered by Steel Workers Organizing

Committee (SWOC) contracts. ^ Later known as Tex-

tile Workers Organizing Committee. That number

covered by TWOC contracts; another 200,000 reported

having signed TWOC application cards but not yet

included in contracts.

Membership figures of 22 other C. I. O.

national and international unions were esti-

mated as of October 13, 1937? as follows:

United Electrical* RadBo and Mnchtne Work^

ers 140,000

International Woodworkers of America 100,000

United Cannery, Agricultural, Packing and

Allied Workers 100,000

Transport Workers Union 80,000

International Typographical Union * 75>500

United Shoe Workm of America 50,000

United Retail Employees of Anedca 40,000
.

International Fur Woriuts aSiOoo
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America
United Office and fMessicmal WtNrken <rf

America
United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers *

International Longshoremen and Warehouse*

men's Union
International Union of Marine «id Sb^

building Worica»
American Newspaper Guild

Aluminum Workers of America

American Communications Association (for-

merly American Radio Telegraphists Asso-

ciation)

United Federal Workers of America

National Marine Engineers Beneficial A»>

sodation

Federation of ArdiitedSt l&iigineers. Chemists

and Technicians

National Leather W(M-kers Association

National Die Casting League

Inland Boatmen's Union of the Padfic (pro-

visional)

30^000

25,000

23,900

30,000

20,000

13,328

XO,000

8,000

6,500

6,000
6,000

5,000

4.SOO

* Considered a C. I. O. union, nnoe its president

is prominrat in C. I. O., but union has not (Novem-
ber, X937) voted to leave A. F. of L.

C.I.O. Gains. CXO. conference in Atlantic

aty, N. J., beginning October 11, 1937, re-

ported contracts with 30,000 companies cover--

ing 3,200,000 workers. Increases in workers*

pay envelopes as a result of C.I.O. efforts, in-

cluded Steel Workers Organizing Conunittee,

$250 million ; United Automobile Workers,

$100 million; United Mine Workers, $73 mil-

fion; Amalgamated Gothing Workers, $35 mil-

lion. Textile Workers Organizing Committee re-

ported increases totaling $1^200,000 a week.
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C.I.O.-A. F- of L. Unity Moves: On pro-

posal of CJ.O., ten CJ.O. representatives and

three from A. F. of L., met in Washington,

D. C, October 25. CJ.O. proposed as basis

for unity recognition by A. F. of L. executive

council of industrial unionism "in the mass-

production, public utilities, marine, service and

basic fabricating industries." A. F. of L. repre-

sentatives offered a counter-proposal which

C.I.O. representatives charged meant "surren-

der," to craft union officials. As the unity

conference proceeded, unions bombarded the

conferees with communications pressing for

unity.

Trend of Strikes. Numbers §f workers in-

volved in strikes during past 20 years, accord-

ing to incomplete figures of U. S. Bureau of

Labor Statistics, were as follows:

No. Waters No. of

Year Involved Strikes

X916 1,599,917 3,789

1917 1,227,254 4,450

1918 1,239,989 3,353

1919 4,160,348 3,630

1920 1,463,054 3,411

1921 1,099.247 a»385

1922 1,612,56a

1923 756,584 z»553

654,641 1,249

428,416 1,301

1926 329,592 1,03s

1927 329,939 707

1928 314,210 604

1929 288,572 92 X

1930 182,97s 637

1931 341,817 810
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Tfo, Workers No, of

Year Involved Strikes

324>2io 841
1933 1,168,272 1,69s
X9M 1,466,695 i»856

X93S 1,117,2x3 2,0X4
Z936 liSMi a,z72

In first seven months of 1937, according to

same incomplete record, there were 1^3,666
workers involved in 3^ striUes.

Sit-Down Strikes, In June, 1933, in a small

one-day strike in Grand Rapids, Michigan,

automobile workers remained inside the fac-

tory and forced a compromise on their de«

mands. In November, 1933, workers in the

Hormd Packifig Co., Austin, Minnesota, sat

down on strike.

This "sit-down" tactic, well known in Eu-
rope, was used by the Industrial Workers of

the World as early as 1906, in Schenectady,

N. Y. The tactic was not often used in this

country, however, until the spring of 1936,

when rubber workers hegfOi a aeries of dt-

downs in Akron, Ohio.

Beginning in November, 1936, with a sit-

down strike of 1,500 workers of Bendix Avia-

tion Corp., South Bend, Indiana, sit-downs

were widely used by automobile workers and
others during the following months. Outstand-

ing among sit-down strikes was that led by
United Automobile Workers of America at

General Motors Corp. plants in Flint, Michi-

gan, and other cities. Sit-down lasted 44 days
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from December 30, 1936, to February 11,

1937, and affected isSfioo workers.

Earliest sit-down strike to whkh reference

has been found occurred in Rouen, France, in

148S, and was conducted by builders working

on the cathedral. Most important instance of

the sit-down strike was the seizure of fac-

tories by Italian workers in 1919-1920. Modern

use of the sit-down as a widespread method of

labor struggle seems to date from the year

1931, when there were four such strikes in

Poland. By 1933, the number in that country

had increased to 139, of which 110 were com-

pletely or partially successful, according to a

reading list on Sit-Down Strikes, published by

New York PubUc Library, June, i937-

Workers' Alliance. As the national organ-

ization of unemployed and relief workers, the

Workers' Alliance of America had 800,000

members and 3,500 local units m July, i937*

At its convention in Milwaukee, June 22-25,

1937, 600 delegates outlmed a program which

included following points:

Continuation and expansion of WPA to in-

clude all employables; increases in direct re-

lief; furloughs instead of discharge for WPA
workers who accept temporary private eua-

ployment; 30-hour week, with no reduction in

pay, as a means of spreading woiic; 30% in-

crease in WPA wages; a $40 minimum

monthly scale on WPA projects; recognition

of Workers' Alliance as sole collective-bargain-

ing agency for WPA workers.
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SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Cost of Living. Following indexes of cost of

living based on X933 as equal to 100, are pre-

pared by National Industrial Conference

Board:

I9I4 (July) 61 X

I9IS
(1 61.0

I9I6 <i 6« A09•4

IOI7 ((

Z918 (Novemb^)
1919

<( 109.0

1930 Average for year II8.3

1921 ti tt ti 102.3

1922
It a a 97.4

1923
it ti €€ lOO.O

1924
tt tt tt IOI.3

192s
t€ tt it X03.7

1926
ti tt It 104.3

1927
« tt tt 103 .0

Z938 ti ti tt 100^

1929
ti tt tt ZOO. I

1930
tt tt It 96.7

1931
tt it it 87.2

1932
it a it 77.9

1933
a a 74.9

1934
a a m

1935
tt tt tt S3.6

X936 tt tt tt 84.8

X937 nineHnonth sveragp MS

Post-war low point in cost of living in

United States was reached in April, 1933.

Since then it has risen almost continuously.

General cost of living advanced 24.1%

between April, 1933, and August, 1937. Re-

tail food prices, maldng up about a third to a
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fourth of average worker's famfly budget, rose

42.9% between spring of 1933 and August,

1937, while clothing prices rose 28.2% in

same period. Rents by August, 193?, were

40% higher than at their low point in Janu-

ary, 1934. In some industrial centos the rise

in rent was over 100%.

Family Budgets. The cost of the so-called

minimum health and decency family budget

in various cities of the United States, as of

December, 1936, was as follows:

New York City $1,825 San Fiandsco, CaL$2.i69

Brooklyn, N. Y. 1,919 PhUadeliAia, Pa, x,999

Sdienectedy, N. Y. 1,74a Minneapolis, Mian. a.iiS

Rochester, N. Y. 1,914 Reading, Pa. 1,809

Oiicagc^ m. 1,971 Angeles, CaL 2,092

This yearly budget for a worker's family of

five was prepared by U. S. Bureau of Labor

Statistics in 1919. It is an inadequate budget

allowii^ the barest necessaries of life. It is

currently priced by Labor Research Associa-

tion on the basis of U. S. Bureau of Labor

Statistics cost of livmg indexes. Items included

in this budget are food, rent, clothing, light-

ing and fuel, all inadequately provided for.

Purchasing Power and Wages. Usmg fig-

ures on wages and salaries of U. S. Depart-

ment of Commerce and cost of living indexes

of National Industrial Conference Board, the

Monthy Survey of Business of American Fed-

eration of Labor (June, 1937) » shows that
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although workm* average yearly income has in-

creased from $t,o82 in 1933 to $1,244 in 1936, a
gain of $162, the rise in livhig coats has cancffllcd
nearly all this gain, leaving a real increase (rf only
$17—less than a dollar and a half per month added
to the worker*s living standard. This is all the
progress made in three years of rising business; and
a period of rising business is the most favorable of all

for raising workers' real income.

These figures relate only to employed work**
ers. Jobless workers, including those on re-

lief, are in a far more serious plight because
of rising retail prices.

Concentration of Wealth. Estimates on dis-

tribution of wealth in the United States made
by the Federal Trade Commission in its Re-
port on National Wealth and Income (1936)
showed that:

x% of the people own at least 59% of the
wealth.

12% of the people (petty capitalists) own
at least 31% of the wealth.

13% of the people thus own 90% of the
wealth.

87% of the people own barely 10% of the

wealth; and (included in these), 75% of the

people own practically nothing.

Distributioii oi Income. In 1929, peak year
erf "prosperity," more than x6,ooo,ooo families,

or practically 60% of total number, had a
family income of less than $2,000 a year.

This standard of expenditures is regarded by
the conservative Brookhifps Institution as "suf«
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ficient to supply only basic necessities." Dis-

tribution of income is estimated as follows in

Americans Capacity to Consume:
Nearly 6poo,ooo famiUes, or more than 21%

of the total, had incomes less than $1,000.

About 12,000,000 families, or more than

42%, had incomes less than $1,500.

More than 16,000,000 families, or about 60%
of the total, had incomes less than $2,000.

Nearly 2opoo,ooo families, or 71%, had in-

comes less than $3,500.

Only a little over 2,ooo/x)o families, or 8%,
had incomes in excess of $5,000.

About 600,000 families, or 2.3%, had in-

comes in excess of $10,000.

According to this estimate, 0.1% of richest

families received practically as much as 42%
of the fanniluKL at other of the scale.

Houduig. ^'I see one-third of a nation ill-

housed, ill-clad, ill-nourished," said President

Roosevelt, in his Second Inaugural Address,

January, 1937. More than one-third of Ameri-

can families live in definitely substandard

houses. ^'Bad housing and slums have direct

and injurious effects on health, morals and
safety.'' (Houang Legislation Information Of-

fice, WaAington, D. C.)

An incomplete government housing survey,

finished in 1934, known as the Real Prop-

erty Inventory, included 64 cities in 48 states

and covered 2,633,135 dwelling units in 1,931,-

055 biiiktingH. Nmber of people Uving in
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these units was 9>074,78i. Of total units in-

vestigated:

i7.z% ymrt overcrowded
6o.o% needed repairs

49.4% had no furnace or boiler

30.4% had no gas (for cooking)

24.5% had no tubs or showers

17.3% had no private indoor toilet

94% had no electricity

This surv^ did not indude cities with
popidation over 750,000, so that extremely

bad conditions in New York, Chicago, and
other large centers were not shown. No count

was taken of dark rooms, nor of such other

evils as cellar dwellings and dampness.

To meet housing shwtage in the United
States, estimates wy ftrom a figure of about
gpoofioo to x4/xx),ooo dwdlii^ units as the

construction requirement for next ten years.

Low figure contemplates no improvement in

existing substandard houses; high figure con-

templates some replacement. (For Hm^Rjjng on
Farms, see pi^ 42#.)

Housing in New Ywk City. In New Yoik
Qty more than 500^000 famOies, consbting of

ai^roximately 1,750,000 persons—about one-
fourth of the city's total population—still live

in "old law" tenements.

There are approximately 65,000 "old law"
houses still standing in the world's richest

dty. Many of these buildings are 60, 70, 80,

even 200 years. okL M were built before

iQoi. Most of the bedrooms in these houses

7S

**receive no light and air whatever, except

that which comes from the 'air shaft,' " ac-

cording to a New York State Housing Board
report in 1932.

Since 1932 very little has been accomi^ished

toward {novidir^ any better housing for the

dty's stxm dwellers. Three public housing de-

velopments, First Houses, the Williamsburg

and the Harlem River projects, taken all to-

gether, house only 2,500 families, or about

of 1% of the slum families.

Healdi of Workers. A survey, made early

in 1933 by the U. S. Public Health Service

and the Milbank Memorial Fund of New York
City, covering 12,000 families in 10 cities,

mining camps and mill villages, showed that

the families of unemployed workers had 46%
to 60% more disabling illness than those of

full-time workers, and that families of part-*

time workers on low maiginal incomes suffeied

28% more illness than those of full-time

workers.

A survey made of 2,000 families on the

East Side of New York City in 1930 and
again in 1932 by the Association for Improv-
ing the Condition of the Poor showed that

*'the unemployed

.

. . suffered more sidmess
than the employed" and that there was a
"definite increase of the amount of sickness

from the beginning of th? depression to the

spring of 1932."

In April, 1933, 48% of the wage earners
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were imeiaE^loyed in this area and aidaiess

occuned in $9% tli^ famlBes, as com-
pared with 31% of illness among the unem-
ployed families in this section in November,
1930. These figures were in sharp contrast to

the 14% of iUness in the families of full-time

wage earners, 25% in those of part-time wage
enrnars, and the average figure of 24% of

sickness among the families in general in this

section in 1930.

Death rate of persons in femilies with in-

comes under $1,000 a year, from 10 major
diseases, is twice that of the rest of the popu-
lation. These figures were revealed in October,

193 7» by Josephine Roche, Assistant Secretary

of the Treasury, as shown by federal survey

of 750,000 American families, including 3,500,-

000 individuals. For seven of the 10 diseases,

death rates mount steadify as income goes

down.

Hospitals Inadequate. According to the

Hospital Smvey of New York (published in

X937) covering 200 hositttab in the worlds
rkluest dty, the number of beds for care of

persons who cannot pay is insufficient. ^Most
governmental hospitals are shockingly over-

crowded," while private and semi-private beds

are empty.

A coni^erable number of hosintals, the sur-

vey states, have increased thdr capacity chiefly

in their private or semi-private accommoda-
tions. In 1930, a third of the private and
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semi-private beds were empty on the average

day of the year, and in 1934, half were empty.
Genaral hoq>itals in the U. S* as a whole are

occupied only to 65% of their capacity, ac-

cording to O. S. Falk in Security Against

Sickness, alhough many individuals go without

hospitalization because they cannot afiord it.

Infant Deaths and Poverty. Studies of in-

fant mortality by U. S. Children's Bureau
have shown marked correlation between low
incomes and high infant mortality rates. In
a survey of five cities in 19x2-1914, the infant

death rate was 49.2 pv 1,000 live births in

working class families where the father's an-

nual earnings were $1,250 and over. In families

where the annual earnings were under $450,
the rate was 179^, or almost four times as

great.

Children Undernourished. In 1930, the

White House Conference on Child Health and
Protection reported there were at least 6,000,-

000 undernourished diUdren in the United
States.

In November, 1933, the Chief of the U. S.

Children's Bureau estimated that in spring of

1933 >
approximately **one-fifth of the pre-

school and school children were showing the

effects of poor nutrition, of inadequate hous-

ing, and the lack of medical care." In other

words, 6,30o/)oo childrra between the ages of

one and 17 were in want
In New York City, in 1935; of all demen-
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tary school pupfTs, i8.i% were classed as

''serious mainutiitkm cases'' in the Board of

Educatiim's amiual report. In 1939, the dty-

wide average was 134%. Harlem showed the

highest ratio of malnutrition in 1935—23.8%.

*'An alarming degree of malnutrition" among
school children in Arizona was reported by
the state superintendent of health in October,

1937-

Education. Under heading "A Long Way to

Go," the organ of the Teachers Union of the

City of New York, The New York Teacher,

April, 1937, presents the following table pre-

pared by U. S. Of&ce of Education:

Ertimated Extrat of Scholastic Training of

General Population ax Years of Age and
Over

Number
Amount oj Trdnmg of Cases %
Illiterate - 3>675>ooo 4-9
Some elementary sdiool 32,781,000 43*6
Elementary school graduates only 14,049,000 18.7

Some high school -work 14,285,000 IQ-O

High-school graduates aoiy S . 1 53 >ooo 6 .9

Some college work 3,069,000 4.1

College graduates 2,204,000 2.8

Total 75,216,000 zoo

School Expenditures: Negro and White.
Comparative figures on average expenditure

for schools, per child of school age, in seven

states of the South, show difference m amoimt
spent for white and N^^ro children. F%uves
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are for 1930, as comiuled for Neff^o Year

Book, 1931-32.

Siate For WUta Far Negroes
Louis^na $40.64 $7*84
North Canriina 44*48 i4-3o

Arkansas 2 6.9 1 1 7.06

Georgia 31 -52 6.98

Alabama 37.50 7.16

South Carolina 52.89 5.20

Mississippi 3 1 -33 5-94

Church Membership. There were 63493,036
members of religious bodies in the United

States in 1936, according to figures compiled

by the Christian Herald, in June, 1937. This

number compares with 54,5 76,346 in 1926.

Largest denomination is Roman Catholic, with

30,800,000 members, but of these about 6poo,-

000 were children under 13 years of age. List

of largest religious bodies:

Roman CathoMcs 20,831,139
Baptists 10,333,005
Methodists 9,109,359
Lutherans 4,589,660
Jewish 4,081,242
Presbyterians 2,687,772
Episcopalians 1,918,329
Disciples of Christ 1,602,052
Congregadonal 1,010,776

Church Property. Value of all church build-

ings in U. S. was given as $3,839,500,000 by
government religious census of 1926. Half the

total value of buildings was represented by
four denominations: Roman Catholic, $837,-

271,053; Methodist £piscopal| $406,1659659;
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Presbyterian, $338,152,743 ; and Protestant

Episcopal, $3i4>S96,738. About $8i7,ooo/x>o

was expended annually by churches.

"If the evaluation of all other church hold-

ings were included it is estimated that the

total value of church property would be at

least $7 ,000,000,000," said Literary Digest,

July 12, 1930.

Total of contributions received by all U. S.

religious bodies in 1934 was $2991416,781.

Growtii of Co-operatives. Eight major co-

operative wholesale associations, handling gro-

ceries, petroleum products and farm supplies,

reported sales increases totalling more than

$5,000,000 in 1936, according to the Co-opera-
tive League of the U. S. A.

Sales of $21,938,000 in 1935 increased to

$27,798,000 in a gain of 25.8^ for the

year. Major co-operatives, all affiliated with
Co-operative League of the U. S. A., include:

Central Co-operative Wholesale (Superior,

Wisconsin), Consumers' Co-operative Associa-

tion (Kansas City), Farmers Union Central
Exchange (St. Paul), Midland Co-operative

Wholesale (Minneapolis), Ohio Farm Bureau
Co-operative Association (Cblumbus), Penn-
sylvania Farm Bureau Co-operative Asso-

ciation (Harrisburg)
,

Grange Co-op'erative

Wholesale (Seattle), and Indiana Farm Bu-
reau Co-operative Association (Indianapolis).

S4

CIVIL RIGHTS
U. S. Constitution and Free Speech. Orig-

inally adopted, September 17, 1787, U. S. Con-
stitution became effective in March, 1789. Ten
original amendments to the U, S. Constkution
in force from December 15, 1791, have been

known as the Bill of Rights. Article I reads:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-

ment of relii^mi, or prohibiting the fiee exercise

thereof; or abridg^ the freedom ct speech or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to as-

semble and to petition the Govenunent for a redress

of grievances.

The lithy 14th and 15th Amendments,
adopted as a result of the Civil War, granted

the full lights of dtizenshq) to the Negro.

Dedaralioa of Sights. Declaration of Inde-

pendence, adopted by the Continmtal Con-
gress at Philadelphia, on July 4, 1776, includes

the following:

• • . That whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends (life, liberty and the por-
stdt <rf hi^piness) it is the rii^t of the people to >

alter or to abolish it» and to institute new government,
laying its foundation on such principles and organiz-
ing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most liicely to effect their safety and liappiness. . .

.

Organized Reaction. Older professional

patriotic societies and new reactionary organi-

zations have joined hands with sudi rai-

ployen' groups as Uie Chamber of Commerce
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of tKe United States, the National Association

of Manufacturers and various "vigilante"

groups ^citizens committees" to carry on

anti-labor activities. (For a list of such anti-

union organizationsi see Labor Fact Books II

and ///.)

These organized reactionaries undertake

spreading of propaganda, initiation and sup-

port of anti-labor legislation, and such direct

action as strike-breaking. They concern them-

selves with everythii^ designed to defend the

existing system and to perpetuate private

profits. They attack progresave labor leaders

and even liberals as "revolutionists."

Their programs include one or several of

following aims: (i) strike-breaking, spying and

anti-labor activity in general; (2) suppressing

Communists and Socialists and "curbing"

trade unionsm; (3) combating revolutionary

propaganda, "subversive" theories and "sedi-

tion"; (4) deporting aliens and radicals,

(5) spreading pro-Nazi and pro-fascist propa-

ganda; and (6) stimulating race prejudice by

dissemination of anti-semitic, anti-Negro and

I anti-fwagn inropaguida.

Criminal Syndicalism Laws. Some 30 states

still have either a criminal syndicalism law,

a sedition law, or a criminal anarchy law.

Constitutionality of such laws was twice up-

held by U. S. Supreme Court, for New York

m 1935 and for California in 1927.

Undi^ criminal syndication law of Califor-^
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nia, organizers of agricultural workers in Im-
perial Valley in 1930 were given long prison

sentences. Unda: samie ]aw» tbiee organiasm In

the Sacramento case were sentoiced to save
five-year terms. Following pressure organized

by the California Conference for Repeal of the

Criminal Syndicalism Law, the three pris-

oners were released October 13, 1937. In a

decision on September 28, 1937, Supreme
Court of California reversed the convictions in

all eight of the Sacramento cases.

FoUowing U. S. Supreme Court decision in

dejonge case (see page 96), criminal 5501-

dicalism laws of Oregon and Washington were

repealed in 1937. These were first repeals since

passage of the first such law in New York
State in 1901. State of Washington, howeva,
still has two laws of similar character, known
as the sedition and criminal anaidiy statutes.

Anti-Injunction Laws. A federal anti-injunc-

tion law, limiting the power of federal courts

to issue injunctions in labor disputes, was

passed by Congress in 1932. Known as the

Norris-LaGuardia act, it has bem the modd
for state acts adopted by 16 states.

Supported by American Civil libertfes

Union and other liberal organizations, similar

anti-injunction bills were introduced in 12

state legislatures in 1937, but none passed.

In a recent decision (September, 1937) in

Coloiadd, District Judge Otto Bock ruled that

slate anti-hijunctlon law, passed in X933} took
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precedence ovex Colorado's 19x5 compulsory

arbitration act: ^The 1933 law eiqpresBly re-

peals the right of a court to issue an injunc-

tion forcing men to work."

On the other hand, a decision by Federal

District Judge Colk t in Missouri, July 7, 1937,

held' that National Labor Relations Act jus-

tifies iasuance of an injunction to an employer

to restrain striking and picketing by a mi-

nority of his employees. Hiis decision suggests,

as explained in International Juridical Asso-

ciation's Monthly Bulletin (August, 1937) >

that "if Congress fails to respond to employer

pressure for balancing the so-called 'one-sided-

ness' of the Wagner Act, the courts will not

fafL"

Move to Incorporate Unions. Chambers of

Commerce, National Association of Manufac-

turers, realty advisory boards and other anti-

imion business bodies have recently advocated

moMrporation of trade unions in order to in-

terfere union activity. Bills providing for

compulsory incorporation of unions were in-

troduced in some state legislatures in 1936-

1937, but passed in none.

American trade union movement is 100%
opposed to incorporation, on ground that it

would open the way for spies to make union

records public and establ^ a blacklist; could

result in attachment of union funds; would

hamstring trade union members desiring to

change union affiliation or to take some other
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progressive stand that ml^t be oi^M>sed by a

few members.

Spying on Labor. New and startling facts on

use of industrial espionage against workers by

leading American corporations were disclosed

durmg 1936 and 1937 before Subcommittee of

Committee on Education and Labor of U. S.

Senate. Hearings were hdd pursuant to S.

Res. 266 (74th Congress) which authorized

this committee ''to make an investigation of

violations of the rights of free speech and

assembly and undue interference with the right

of labor to organize and bargain collectively."

Sen. Robert M. LaFoUette, Jr., was chairman

of the subcommittee.

One estimate by Heber Blankenhom, indus-

trial economist of the National Labor Rela-

tions Board, in testimony before the commit-

tee, put the number of spies and undercover

men employed against labor in the United

States at 40,00a He estunated also that

American employers ^pend at least $8o,ooo»ooo

a year for tWs type of "service."

General Motors Corp. of&cials told the com-
mittee that their various subsidiaries had paid

$419,850 to Pinkerton's National Detective

Agency alone in the period from January,

1934, through July, 1936. To all such agencies

whixdi it used diuring this brief perk>d Gen?-

eral Motors paid a total of $839,764.

Some of the major nationwide spy organi-

zations serving leading United States corpora-
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tions exposed at the hearings to date have been

Railway Audit and Inspection Co., Corpora^

tions Auxiliary Co., Pinkerton's National De-
tective Agency, William J. Burns International

Detective Agency, Sherwood Detective Bu-
reau, and the various multi-named subsidiaries

of these agencies. The committee showed also

the dose relationship of certain of these i^en-

des with conqxuxies manufacturing gas for

use in strikebreaking. Extensive ^py and blade-

listing bureaus operated by such employers'

associations as the National Metal Trades As-

sociation were revealed also by the committee.

Vigilantes in Recent Strikes. During steel

rtrikes starting May 26, 1937, organized bands

of vigilantes in many centers of Ohio and

Michigan helped steel companies in efforts to

break strikes. A few instances of such vigi-

lante action follow:

Called out by Mayor Daniel Eau^s, vigi-

lantes at Monroe, Mich., in a night orgy, June

10, 1937, hurled tear and vomit gas bombs at

strikers' picket lines around Newton Steel Co.

(Republic Sted Corp. subsidiary). After beat-

ing strikers with baseball bats, the advocates

of ''law and order" dragged sympathizers from

their homes, beat them, burned a tent used

as picket headquarters, and wrecked a dozen

automobiles bdongiDg to strikers. Mob in-

cluded American Lc^on membm and Na-

tional Guardsmen, without their uniforms;
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many were identified as steel company eni-

ployees.

At Youngstown, Ohio, on call of Sheriff

Ralph Elser, June 3, 1937, hastily sworn-in

deputies helped Republic Steel Corp. in effort

to open plants. At Warren, Ohio, a vigilante

group was formed for similar purpose.

In uppa Midiigan near Ironwood, early

in July, 1937, $0 to 60 vigilantes attadced

and b^t tium men active in hdping timba
sti&ers; Henry PauU, attorney for timber

workers union; Luke Raik, president of the

union; and an old man in charge of union
headquarters. Injured were left helpless; later

found and taken to hospitals. Vigilantes also

wredced union headquarters.

On July iSf X937» at Chattanooga, Tran.^ a
gang of 16 ^'business and professional men"
drove out Noel Beddow, regional director of

Steel Workers Organizing Committee, and L.

J. Smith, federal labor conciliator. Vigilante

action accompanied employers' efforts to break
the strike of s,ooo iron and sted woi&ess
in that area.

At West Dearborn, Mich., the *T^hts of

Dearborn" met once a month in Calvin Thea-
ter Building, according to reports in June,

1937. Almost all members of this organization

are Ford company men, pledged to anti*union

activities.

Also at Dearborn, Mich^ Ford ^courages a
Nad organization, Friends of New Germany,
now the German-American Bund. Athough
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Nazi sympathizers have distributed Silver

Shirts literature without company interfer^ice^

United Automobile Workers of Amoica
bos have been beaten for attoiqytii^ to dis-

tribute union leaflets.

Other vigilante strike-breaking organizations

In Ohio and Michigan include the Young Na-
tionalists of Toledo; Workers Councils for So-

cial Justice, encouraged by Father Charles E.

Coi^din; the Law and Order League in

Detroit, Mich., and MassiUon, Ohio.

Citizens National Committee, organized in

Johnstown, Pa., July i6, 1937, is an outgrowth
of Citizens Committee of Johnstown which
tried to break 1937 steel strike. Their open

shop advertisements in newsp^iers all over

the country, costing at least $6opoo, were in-

spbied and partly subsidized by Bethlehem
Sted Corp. At hearings before National Labor
Relations Board in September, 1937, it was dis-

closed that Francis J. Martin, chairman of

Citizens Committee, received from Bethlehem
SteePs plant manager "approximately $30,000,"

during the strike, to be handed over to Maycur
Danid J. 9delis im strike-breaking pwposes.

Mohawk Valley Formula. James H, Rand,
Jr., president of Remington Rand, Inc., per-

fected a strike-breaking plan during strike at

his plants in summer of 1936. Nandng it "the

Mohawk Valley formula/' he recommended it

to Natiraal Association of l^nfai^ureis
which has publicized it among employers.
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Same scheme was widely used during steel

strike of 1937.

National Labor Relations Board reported in

July, 1937, that Rand's activities violated the

labor law. Board described the formula as at-

tempting to discredit union leaders as

tators"; calling upon citizens as a ''law and
order" committee to help break the strike and
dramatizing "back to work" movements.

Labor Pris<mers. There were 70 loi^-term
labor prisoners in jails asd penitentiaries of
the United States on October 21, 1937, serv-

ing sentences of from one year to life. TTiese

labor organizers and their families receive help
from the Prisoners' Relief Department of the

International Labor Defense, 80 East iith
Street, New York City.

Anti-Labor Arrests, 1937. Durmg only
three months, January i to March 30, 1937,
according to incomplete figures compiled by
International Labor Defense, there were 4,547
arrests in labor struggles. Of these, ipip w«e
in automobile strikes; x,678 were in sit-domi
strikes esdusive of rato strikes; and 1,850 in

other labor struggles. In 1936, there wete 18,-

000 arrests in labor struggles, and in 1935,
T9,000.

Defense of Fordgn-Bom. Assisting foreign-

bom woikers who are often exposed to dis-

crimination and arrest, the American Commit-
tee for Protection of the Foreign-Born takes
up cases of deportation and other violations of
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civil rights. Its address is lOO Fifth Avenue,

New York Qty.

Killings of Workers. During first six months

of 193 7> 2 1 workers were killed in labor

struggles. This 1937 figure was greater than

total for whole of 1936, when 14 workers lost

thdr lives in strikes and other stru^Ies. All

were victims of gunmai, strike-breakers, police,

deputy sheriffs or other assassins, generally

direct agents of (;mployers.

Of these 21 workers killed in the first half

of 1937, 10 were murdered by Chicago police

in the Memorial Day massacre (May 30,

1937)9 in strike of steel workers aipdn^ Re-

public Steel Corp.

According to incomplete record compiled by

Labor Research Association, 49 workers were

killed m labor struggles in 1934; 39 in 1935;

14 in Z936.

Black Legion Mtirders. Charles A. Poole,

WPA worker, was slain on May 12, 1936, by

members of Black Legion near Detroit, Michi-

gan. Dayton Dean testified in court, June 3,

1936, that he shot Pode because BkdL Le-

gion's oath required him to take commands
from his superior officers, no matter how
criminal their nature.

Harvey Davis, "colonel" of Black Legion

regiment, was named as author of murder

plot, (kk September 29, 1936, all but one of

the men on trial for Black L^^ slasring of

Poole were found guilty of mtiider. Twdve
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are serving long prison terms for this murder.

By April, 1937, 46 members of Black Legion

had been convicted in Detroit courts of killing,

conspiring to kill, or for other crimes con-

nected with L^iion's reign of terror.

Five men are serving life tains in prison

for murder of Silas Coleman, Negro worker,

who was shot on July 25, 1936, witnesses tes-

tified, to provide a *'thriU" for a Black Legion

party. ^'Colonel'' Davis also ordered the mur-
der of Coleman.

Complicity of the BUick L^on in seven

murders has been clearly established, lliere

were also cases of flogging, violmt threats

which came near to execution, arson, bomb-
ings and plots to murder citizens.

Ljmching: From 1882 to 1935 (inclusive),

there have been 4»68i Ijmchings in United

States, according to inconqdete records com-
piled by Tuskegee Institute. In 1935, 20 per-

sons were lynched, five more than in 1934.

Of these 18 were Negroes. In 1936 there were

18 lynchings.

A measure, such as Gavagan anti-ljmching

bill, suiq[>orted by National Association for the

Advancemait of Colored Peopk, National

N^ro Congress and other progressive groups,

and passed by the House of Representatives

in April, 1937, would provide penalties for

members of lynch mob as well as officers who
permit prisoners to be killed or injured by
mob viodence.
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Dejonge Case. Dirk dejonge, a Com-

miuust and leader of the unemployed, spoke

at a meeting in Portland, Oregon, on July

27, 1934, to protest against police viotence in

Pacific Coast murine strike. He was arrested

at meeting, tried, convicted and sentenced to

seven years' imprisonment under Oregon crimi-

nal syndicalism law. Edward Denny, chair-

man of mefeting, was sentenced to two years,

and thiee others were indicted under same law.

In an appeal to state Supreme Court, con-

viction of dejonge was upheld. But by a

unanimous decision on January 4, 1937, U. S.

Supreme Court ruled that application of

criminal syndicalism law in dejonge case was

unconstitutional Dejonge and others were

then freed.

Hemdon Case. Angelo Hemdoa, sentenced to

20 years on a Georgia chain gang because he

attempted to organize unemployed Negro and

white workers together in Atlanta, was set

free by U. S. Supreme Court on April 26,

1937. The young Negro labor organizer had

been anrested, tried and convicted in 1932

under a Civil War statute barring "any at-

tempt to persuade or otherwise induce others

to join in any combined resistance to the law-

ful authority of the state." He was freed on

bail in 193S. ^ ^ ,

,

la a 5 to 4 decision, Supreme Court held

there was no proof that Herndon had "in-

cited to violence." Without such ewdeace, the
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law unreasonably limfted freedom of speedi

and assembly. While majority decision did not

specifically declare the Georgia measure in-

valid, it held that "so vague and indetermi-

nate are the boundaries thus set to the freedom

of speech and assembly that the law neces-

sarily violates the guarantees of libeily cm-

bodied in the Fourteenth Amendment."

McNamara Case. J. B. McNamara was sen-

tenced to life imprisonment for alleged par-

ticipation in the bombing of the Times

Building, Los Angeles, California, in 1910,

during a bitterly-fought metal trades strike.

Matt Schmidt was sentenced in 19x5 to life

imprisonment for alleged connection with the

same bombing. By 1937, McNamara had al-

ready served 25 years and Schmidt 21 years

in prison.

la September, 1936, at its 8oth convention,

the IntemationiBi Typographical Union (of

which McNamara was a member) adopted a

resolution urging Governor Frank F. Merriam

of California to free McNamara. In the same

month, 48 prominent trade imionists and lib-

erals petitioned Governor Merriam for his

pardon. American Federation of Labor at S6th

convention, November, 1936, passed a resolu-

tion urging that he be freed.

In September, 1937, McNamara was still

held in Folsom Prison, Repressa, Calif., and

Schmidt in California State Prison, San Quen-

tin, Calif.
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Mooney-Billings Case. On July 22, 1916,
during '"preparedness" parade in San Fran-
cisco, a bomb exploded. Several local labor
leaders who had oiganized street railway work-
ers were arrested, charged with ^murder." In
1917, Tom Mooney was sentenced to hang,
and Waxren K. Billings to life imprisonment.
Later as a result of mass protests in United
States and abroad, particularly in Soviet Rus-
sia, soon after the Revolution, Mooney's soi-
tence was commuted to life impnsonmient.
Every witness in the trial has been dis-

credited; chief witness recanted; all living

members of trial jury admitted they were mis-
led; Mooney trial judge has denounced the
conviction. Case gives every evidence of frame-
up by public utilities companies of California.

Throughout 1936, hearings were held b^oie
Referee A. E. Shaw, appointed by Supreme
Court of California, on writ of habeas corpus
for release of Mooney. U. S. Supreme Court
ruled in 1935 that procedure in state courts
had not yet been exhausted.

Measures introduced in Califonua Idffa^
ture in 1937 term, to provide pardon for
Mooney, pa^ed state assembly and wat de-
feated in state sraate. Mooney is still (No-
vember, 1937) confined m California State
Prison and Billings in Folsom Prison.

Scottsboro Case. Eight unemployed Negro
boys were sentenced to death in Scottsbrao,
Alabama, on April 6, 1931, on a franoie-up
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charge of "rape" of two white prostitutes.

Boys were innocent. Trial was conducted un-

der influence of threatening white mob of

10,000. In case of a ninth boy, a mistrial was

ordered. Five trials have been held.

November 7, 1932, U. S. Supreme Court

granted reversal of original death verdicts.

April 9, 1933, at second trial, Haywood Pat-

terson was again convicted and again sen-

tenced to death. Two months later Circuit

Judge James E. Horton set aade verdict.

December 6, i933> ^ thkd trial, Patterson

and Clarence Norrb sratenced to die.

April I, 1935, U. S. Supreme Court re-

versed convictions on ground that Negroes

were excluded from juries in case; ordered

new triaL

January 23, 1936, at fourth trial, Patter-

son sentenced to 75 years in prison. N^roes
excluded from jury, thou^ called on panel

June 14, 1937, Alabama Suprm&e Court af-

firmed 7S-year sentence against Patterson.

July, 1937. Fifth trial. Sentences: Clarence

Norris, sentenced to death; Andy Wright, 99

years; Charles Weems, 75 years; Ode Fowdl,

30 years.

Four of the boys were freed, July 34, X937*

Olen Montgomery, Wmie Roberson, Eugene

Williams, and Roy Wright.

Scottsboro Defense Committee includes rep-

resentatives of American Civil Liberties Union,

International Labor Defense, League for In-

dustrial Democracy, National Association for
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the Advancement of Colored Peoide and sev-
eral church organizations.

Nazi Activities in U. S. Representative
Samuel Dickstein of New York (Democrat)
on July 27, 1937, asked House of Representa-
tives to investigate activities of German Na-
tional-SodaHsts in the U. S. He listed names of
46 persons, described as "expert spies and
agitators''—Nazi representatives in this coun-
try—and he later added to this hst.

In July, 1937, it was revealed in New York
newspapers that the German-American Bund
maintained Camp No. 21, called "Nordland,**
at Andover, New Jersey, and other camps
near New York City. A group of ItaUan
blackshirts paraded with Germans carrying the
swastika emblem at opening of Nordland
camp. Military drill is a feature of these
Nazi camps.

In a series of articles in the Sunday Worker,
March to April 18, 1937, John L. Sjrfvak
exposed activities of these Nazi organizations,

their officers and sympathizers, in the U. S.

Spivak's earlier expose of Nazi activities, pub-
lished in New Masses (October to December,
1934) was issued as pamphlet, Flottmg Ameri^
ca's Pogroms*
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SPAIN

Peopte's Front. People's Front parliament

was elected in Spain in February, 1936. After

second ballot which took place on March
1936, deputies elected included 263 represent-

ing People's Front (including 14 Communists
and 98 Socialists)

; 65 centrists; and 135 con-

servatives of the Right. In addition, 10 Basque
Nationalists (Separatists) gained seats in Par-

liament.

Victory of People's Front in 1936 followed

j&ve years of struggle after overthrow of mon-
archy in April, 1931. A parliament (Cortes),

was elected in June, 193 1, but was dissolved

by President Zamora. An uprising of the

people in autumn of 1934, in which Astorian
miiucs played an outstanding part, was put
down with extreme bloodshed and terror.

Political prisoners, jailed in 1934, were not re-

leased until after republican victory in 1936.

War in Spain. On July t8, 1936, General
Francisco Franco and the faadst '^Unimi MiU^
tar Espanola" attacked the Popular Front
government of Spain in Madrid and other

cities. It was later proved that German and
Italian military forces had been plotting with
and assisting Franco from the beginning.

United Action for ^Mun. With voluntary
contributions of msmey^ dothing and medi-
cal supplies, people of the U^.S.R. were the
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first to aend aid to the People's Front gov-

ernment of Spain, attacked by Fascist armies.

This fraternal help continued throtqiioot

months of struggle to maintain Spanish de*

mocracy.

Appealing from the beginning for united

action by Communists and Socialists in sup-

port of Spanish democracy, Georgi Dimitrov,

as general secretary of Communist Intema*-

ti<mal, addressed repeated letters to Latmr and
Socialist International and International Fed-

eration of Trade Unions.

June 20-21, 1937, a meeting was held at

Annemasse, Switzerland, between representa-

tives of C. I., led by Maurice Thorez, Sec-

retary of the French Communist Party, and

L. S. I., led by Louis de Brouckere and

Fritz Adler, to consider possibilities of com-
mon action. June 24, L, S, I. and I. F. T. U.

demanded recall of fascist troops from Spain

and more action in defense of Spanish de-

mocracy.

Intematioiial Brigade^ Assisting the Loyalist

forces in Spain, since the end of 1936, has

been the International Brigade, made up of

workers from 52 countries. Of this Interna-

tional Brigade, the Lincoln Battalion from the

United States has been an important part. It

helped to turn the tide for Loyalist Spain in

the great battles of February, 1937, and has

carried on in the face of tremendot» odds.

Included in the International Brigade are
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Abraham Lincoln and George Washington Bat-

talions from the United States.

Economic Resources. Mineral resources of

Spam indude coal, zinc and iron nunes in

Bilbao and Santander; lead mines in Carta-

gena and Dinares; mercury mines of Alma-

den; iron mines in Cantabria; copper mines

in Cordoba; and zinc in Asturias. It was

reported early in July, I937» that the Basque

province, rich in iron mines and steel mills,

would ^'serve as a needed source of raw mate-

rials for Germany and Italy.*' {New York

Times, July 4, i937.)

The British-owned Rio Tinto, Ltd., with

lands near Huelva, Spain, holds the most

important western European copper mines.

German and Italian forces have been requi-

idtionmg ore from British-owned mines at

low prices and often without payment. British

iron and steel industry now imports almost

1,000,000 tons a year of high-grade iron ore

from Bilbao district.

Fruit, olive oil and wine are among Spain\»

most profitable e:q)orts.

Land Ownership. Under People's Front gov-

ernment in Spain, all land now belongs to

the people. The land situation before Febru-

ary, X936, had been as follows:

1% id the populatiim owned 51-5%

14% of the population owned 35*2%
20% of the population owned 11.1%

25% of the population owned 2.1%

40% of the ptyulatioD owned 0.0%
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Within the territory held ^ the Spanish

rqmblic, all of the 5i-5% of land, formerly

owned by the richest i%, has become public

property, divided among the poor peasants

and agricultural workers.

United States and Neutrality. Special reso-

lution on neutrality, passed by U. S. Congress,

January 7, 1937, barred shipments of arms
or otha war material to Spain. Resolution,

however, did not apply to Germany, Italy

or Portugal which have constantly shipped

war material to Gen. Franco and his fascist

forces. Rep. John T. Bernard, Farmer-Labor
Congressman from Minnesotai voted against

tins neutrality resolution.

For first time in U. S. history, a permanent
law on "neutrality*' was passed by Congress,

April 29, 1937, and approved by President

Roosevelt. It applies to civil as well as inter-

national wan
Whenever President finds that a state of

war or civil strife exists, it becomes unlawful

to eqport from U. S. to that country ''arms,

ammunition or implemoits of war." Measure
was interpreted to apply to either faction in

Spain, thus putting democratically elected

Spanish government on a par with Fascist

rebels. By interpretation of Department of

State in March, 1937, U. & neutrality policy

forbade any U. S. dti^ to go to Spain to

give aid to Spanish govemm€3it.
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SOVIET UNION
New Constitutioxu By new Constitution of

U.SJ5.R. adopted in 1936, a charter of liberties

for every dtizen is established These include

the right to work, the right to kisiu-e, the

right to education, the right to material secu-

rity in old age or in case of physical disability,

the right of sex equality, and the right of racial

equality. In elections for Supreme Council and
Councfl of Nationalities in December, 1937,

entire Soviet citizenry of 18 years of age and
older chooses the highest governmental body of

the country, by direct vote and by secret

ballot.

Industrial Production. In 1936, industrial

production in the Soviet Union was 372%
above level of 1929. During same year, pro-

duction in Europe, excluding the Soviet

Union, was still 0.4% below 1929 level; pro-

duction in North America was 11.2% below
pre-crisis level.

Production in Soviet Union rose every year

during period of crisis and depression in

capitalist world.

During third five-Year Flan (1938-1942)
in UJS.S.R., it is proposed to increase indus-

trial production by 300%.
In 1929, the Soviet Union accounted for

only 54% of total world production. In 1936,

this percentage had risen to 18.6%. The index

of productioii in the Sovi^ Unioa rose from

105



a base of loo in 1928 to 125.8 in 1929

and 480.9 in 1936.
. .

Capital invested in industry (mainly in

manufacturing) increased from 28,6oo,oochqoo

to 49,000,000,000 rubles during period 1933*

1936. A further increase to 68,100,000,000

rubles by 1938 is planned.

From 1932 to 1937, the use of electrical

energy increased 227.5% and of all types of

mechaniod power I97^%»

Mineral Resources. Mineral resources of the

U.S5Jt., as compared with the world's total

shows the following:

Mineral % of World's Total USS^.'s Place

Coal «6
'"f

Oil 30 "J
Iron ore 4

Copper 16 *^
Lead ^ ^

Phosphates 60

National Income. National income in U.S.

SR in 1936 reached 86,000,000^ rubles,

surpassing 1913 level by about 300%. A total

of 99 5% of this income is produced by work-

ers in various branches of socialized industry

and agriculture.

Soviet Trade Unions. Trade unions in Soviet

Uidon comprised a membership in October,

1936, of 21,614,700 or 83% oitl»«,/»5,S6o4^

persons eligible. Hiis is eaafly the largest

trade union movement in the world. Mem-
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bersbip in these unions has grown from about

1,500,000 in July, 19x7.

Education. In 1937, the U.S.S.R. had an en-

rollment of about 30,000,000 pupils in its

primary and secondary schools. There were

over half a million in higher schools and

univer^ties.

It is planned that universities, teachers

colleges, pedagogic institutes and normal

schools should graduate, during period of

third Five-Year Plan some 690,000 teachers.

These teachers will be appointed immediately

upon graduation.

In tsarist Russia only 7f8oo,ooo children

attended primary and secondary schools.

Number of schools built under the Soviet

regime is greater than that bmlt during three

centuries of the Romanoff dynasty. Illiteracy

has been reduced from 67% in 1917 to less

than 10% in 1936.

Social Insurance. One-tenth of total national

income of Soviet Union was spent in 1936

on sodal insurance benefits financed by state-

owned industry but administered by trade

unions. Amounts paid in sodal insurance

benefits rise with increase ui country's wealth.

Of total amount spent for social msurance

in recent years, about one-third has gone

for medical care and sanatoria for insured

people. Sanatoria provided through social in-

surance cared for i^Slfioo in i935- A sixth
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of the social insurance was spent for pensions,

which are given at the age of 55 to 60.

Conqdete i^stem of social insurance in the

Soviet Union includes idckness benefits, com-

pensation for industrial accidents, old-age

pensions, maternity benefits, and other aid.

When unemployment existed up to 1930,

wwkeis also recdved unemployment benefits.

Co-operatives. Of the world's 75,000,000

consumers organized in co-operatives, 40,000,-

000 are in the Soviet Union. Centrosoyus, the

National Union of Consumecs' Co-operative

Societies in the Soviet Union, is the largest

single contributor to the budget of the Inter-

national Co-operative Alliance.

At the beginning of 1937, Centrosoyus had

affiliated with it 22,500 village societies with

a total of 109^000 trading units. Membershq)

in the Sovfet societies is based on voluntary

enfoUment and subscription to the share capi-

tal of the society. In 1936, 165,000 workers

were enrolled in co-operative training schools

in the U.S.S.R.

Working Hours. In the Soviet Union, the

working day is the shortest in the world,

seven hours. The 7-hour day is further re-

duced to only 6 hours for those who work in

hot or damp places, under compressed air,

ot amid n<xdous gases or who are exposed

in any way to indmtrial poisons.

Office workers are on the job only six

hours a day. Aim is to make the 6-hour day
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universal. Most Soviet workers are on the

six-day continuous week, with five days of

work followed by one day of rest. Many

workers, however, are on the five-day basis,

workmg four days and then restmg one.

Workers Clubs. In the Soviet Union, the

trade union coiter for education, ^rts and

recreation is the workers' dub, often called

the Palace of Culture.

"Usually," says Albert Rhys Williams in

The Soviets, "it is a spacious building, with

halls for lectures, concerts and movies; rooms

for radio, dandng, chess."

Often there is a laboratory with test-tubes,

chemicals and retorts for amateurs, alwajrs

a library, and a reading room where people

are really reading.

The unions tbemadves publish several national

daflieSt scores of plant newspapers, thousands of shop

organs and weeklies and tens of thousands of broad-

sheets and "wall-newspapers" dealing with the inti-

mate life of the factory Adjacent to the club are

fields for tennis, foQtbaU, volley-ball, basketball, para-

chute jumping.

Trials of Conspiraton. In August, 1936, in

Moscow, U.S.S.R., 16 persons were tried for

participation in terrorist conspiracies against

the Soviet government. Defendants included

Zinoviev, Kamenev, Yevdokimov, Bakaief and

12 others. They confessed planning the assas-

sination of Sergei M. Kirov, member of the

Pnsidium of the Central Executive Commit-

tee (U^£.R.), and other acts of treason and
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terror. Kirov was miiidered on December x,

1934-

All were sentenced to death and executed.

A prominent British attorney and member

of Parliament, D. N. Pritt, answered criti-

cisms of this trial in a pamphlet, At the

Moscow Trial. (International Publishers,

1937)
During last week of January, i937» i7 other

persons, charged with treason, sabotage, as-

sassination and counter-revolution, were tried

in Moscow. These included G. Piatakov, Karl

Radek, G. Sokohiikov, G. Serebriakov and

sevaral other ex-government of&cials. Testi-

mony of the defendants showed that the

assassination of Kirov was part of a wide-

spread terrorist conspiracy. They confessed

that under direction of Leon Trotsky, plans

were also made to assassinate Stalin, Molotov,

VoroshiloVy and other Soviet government

leaders.

Thirteen of the conspirators were sentenced

to death and executed. Three others, Radek,

Sokolnikov and Arnold were sentenced to 10

years each; Stroilov to 8 years* imprisonment.

Generals' Trial. Eight generals of the Soviet

Red Army were tried for espionage, con-

^cted and osecuted in June, 1937. They were

convicted of systematically supplying a for-

eign state with eq[rfonage information, com-

mitting sabotage for the purpose of under-

mining the Red Army and preparing for its

no

defeat, and of aiming at the dismemberment

of the Soviet Union and the restoration of

a govmmient of landowners and capitalists.

Several of the dght generals, among them

M. Tukhachevsky, were former ofi&cers in the

tsarist army.

On special court martial that convicted

these generals sat loyal officers of the Red

Army, indudii^ such well-known men as

General Budenny, Marshal Bluecher, General

Dybenko, and General Shaposhnikov.

Wreckers' Sabotage. Until the early i930*s

the U.S.S.R. was able to boast an almost

total absence of serious industrial accidents.

But begining in i933» particularly in three

hidustiies-Hsilway, coal mining and chemi-

cals—a considerable numbor of sudden, unex-

plained and disastrous "accidents'* occurred.

On one railway route alone in the period

1935-1936, at least 63 persons were killed

and 154 injured in mysterious train disasters.

In April, 1934, an engineer, Boyashimov, was

murdered for tryfaig to dear up wreckers'

sabotage m the Kuznetsk coal basin. Fol-

lowing the murder of Sergei Kirov, December

I, 1934, a vast conspiracy was uncovered

and traced to the "United Terrorist Center,"

headed by Zinoviev and Kamenev and di-

rected by Leon Trotsky.

Facts on these acts of sabotage and their

connection with German and Japanese esiM-

onase agents were revealed at trial of the so-
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called ^Tarallel Center" in Moscow, January
13-30, ip37.

Trans-Polar Flights. Three Russian flyers,

Valeri Chkaloff as pilot, George Baidukoff as

co-pilot, and Alexander Beliakoff as navi-
gator, were the first to fly from European
contmrat to North American continoit by
way of the North Pole. Leaving Moscow,
U.S.S.R,, June 17, 1937, they reached the

U. S. army field, Vancouver, Washington,

June 20. Their flying time was 63 hours, 17
minutes, during which they covered 5,288
miles.

The second crew of Soviet aviators to fly

non-stop from Moscow to the United States

over the North Pole broke the world distance

record. Three flyers, Mikhail Gromoff, pilot;

Andrei Yumasheff, co-pilot ; and Sergei

Danilin, navigator, landed near San Jacinto,

California, on July 14, 1937, after flying 62

hours, two minutes.

Their distance from Moscow to landing

field was 6,262 miles, 608.5 miles greater than

the previous non-stop record, set by P. Codos
and M. Rossi (France) on their flight from
New York to Syria, August, 1933. Actually,

however, the Russian flyers flew 6,700 miles,

thus breaking also the closed course dii^ance

(Without refueling) record, set by Bossoutrot

and Rossi (France) in 1932. New York Times

commented editorially (July 15, 1937):
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Fine as is the record-breaking aspect of the per-
formance, however, it is less stimulating to the imagi-
nation and less optimistic in regard to new fields

for wings to conquer, than the apparently easy con-
firmation of the feasibility of the North Polar route.

With laudable persistence and great technical skill, the

Soviet airmen have developed a true utility from their

great Arctic domain. To them must go the palm
toe the discovery of the true Northwest Passage ci
the twentieth century.

Camp at North Pole. In spring of 1937, a
Soviet station was established at the North
Pole under leadership of the sdentist, Dr.

Otto Yulevich Schmidt. Daily weather, tan-
perattire and other scientific reports are ^t
out from this station.

Station includes an air-drome, tents for sci-

entific instruments and radio broadcasting and
other equipment.

Peace Policy. Proposals for the general dis-

armament of nations were first advanced by
the Soviet government at international con-

ferences, while Lenin was still alive. Maxim
Litvinov, Commissar for Foreign Affairs of

the U.S.S.R., has repeatedly proposed total

disarmament in statements before disarma-

ment conferences of the League of Nations.

Soviet Union has non-aggression pacts

signed with France (September 2, 1933);
with China, signed in August, 1937, and
with other nations. Her firm peace policy is

shown on the Far Eastern border where, by
repeated provocative acts, Japanese imperialist

government has attempted to incite war.
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WARS AND WAR COSTS
Japanese aggression. On July 7, 1937, Japa-
nese troops attacked Chinese at Marco Polo
Bridge, near Peiping; on August xx the attack
was launched upon l^ian^faai from sea, land
and air. Japanese air forces bombed principal

cities, destroying homes and killing thousands
of non-combatants.

United armies of China resisted invasion, but
were forced to retreat from northern prov-
inces. In November, 1937, Chinese evacuated
ShaOQghai, and Japanese army pudied towards
Nanking.

Invasion of 1937 followed earlier aggression

of Japanese in China. Japan's intervention in
Manchuria started September 18, 1931. A year
later, Japan set up '^Manchoukuo," a puppet
government in Manchuria. Durii^ January,
February and March, 1932, Japan attacked
Chinese in Shanghai, bombing and burning the

Chapel district, but were halted by China's
heroic 19th Route Army.

Following Japan's 1937 invasion, boycott of

Japanese goods was voted by American Fedr
eration of Labor, by Committee for Industrial

Organization, and by other groups.

Fascist Alliance. On November 6, 1937, Italy
signed the anti-Communist agreeobent, con-
cluded in Berlin between Germany and Japan
on November 25, 1936, Agreement is generally

interpreted as a military alliance between the

114

European fascist powers and Japan's pro-

fascist government, directed primarily i^ainst

the Soviet Union and democratic countries.

Italy and Ethiopia. Italian fascist troops in-

vaded Ethiopia in October, 1935, after months

of preparation for imperialist aggression. By
June, 1936, Italy declared Ethiopia was part

of the ''Italian Empire." Emperor Haile Se-

lassie of Ethiopia was exiled.

World War Costs (i9i4-i8).

Death and Suffering:
10,000,000 known dead soldiers.

6,000,000 reported jnissiug, about half of them
dead.

20,000,000 or more woanded.
28,000,000 dvilians dead fnnn disease, famine, pes-

tflence.

9,000,000 mur orphans.

5,000,000 war widows.

10,000,000 mideted homeless (lefngecs).

Money Costs:
$208,500,000,000 net direct cost for all countries.

$152,000,000,000 indirect cost for all countries.

$344,000,000 was average daily eiqiMMliture of all

countries in war in 1918.

V. S.:

130,128 American soMias were killed in battle, or
died from other causes.

$1,000,000 an hour was average daily expenditure

of government during its participation. Net cost to

U. S. government was $70,000,000,000 up to 1937.
Ultimately war cost to U. S. may be $80,000,000,000
as a result of war debt repudiations.

War Profits:
There were 25,000 known millionaires in 1918,

compared to 7,500 in 1914. Profits of 25% to

3*0009^ made by leading Amiaican corporations dur-
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ing war years. E. I. duPont de Nemours & Conqxuiy
cleared $255,500,000 in net profits in five yean,
1914-18. Net profits aggregating $337,000,000 re-

ported by 18 leading U. S. corporations in years
1916-18, compared to $74,650,000 in the three pre-

war years 1912-14. (For other details see Labor
Foci Books 11 and ///.)

World Armaments Doubled. In two years
from 1934 to 1936, world expenditures for

military purposes have more than doubled.

Figures on annamrat costs for 60 countries

show a rise from $5,064,100,000 in 1934 to a
total of $10,730,700,000 in 1936. Even this

stupendous amount is an understatement,

since expenditures by Germany and Italy are

not fully revealed.

Military budgets bc^an to rise sharply in

Z934, following Japan's increased aggression

in Asia and Hitler's advent to power in Ger-
many. Figures (expressed in dollars of 1936
parity) on national military expenditures by
six leading capitalist countries in recent years

are given by Foreign Policy Association as

follows:

m4 T935
(in thousands of dollars)

United States 710,000 911,700 964,900*
Britain 480,600 595,600 846,900
France 582,700 623,800 716,400
Germany 381,800 3,600,000 2,600,000

Itabr 363,700 778,100 370,800

Japan 271,900 396,200 307,300

* Including certain items not in regular Army and
Navy budgets the figure came to wdl over $1 billion.

Britain: After these 1936 figures were issued,

Great Britain announced (February 17, 1937)
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her gigantic rearmament program calling for

expenditures totaling ix,5oo^ooO|000 in next

five years* At present exchange rate, tJiis

means a total of about $7,320,000^00, an

average of $1464,000,000 a year—^a record

peace-time budget for such purposes.

United States is now spending about four

times as much in preparing for future war

as it was spendmg just before its entry into

the WorM War.

Military and naval expenditure itSl cost

taxpayers of the United States well over a

billion dollars during the fiscal year that began

July I, 1937. The "regular" appropriations

acts call for over $516,000,000 for the Navy

and over $4x5,000^00 for the Army. In addi-

tion there are ^^edsl bills, calling for con-

struction of sax auxiHary naval vessds at a

cost of $48,200,000. Then there is a bill being .

pushed by Army authorizing expenditure of

$21460,000 for construction on military posts.

It is estimated by Hanson W. Baldwin,

military expert of New York Times, that the

principal European countries are iffiending at

least $20fi00 a minute during the 1937 fisad

year for direct armament expenditure.

US,S,R,: In presenting figures on increased

expenditures for national defense in the Soviet

Union, Foreign Policy Association writers ex-

plain that this coimtry is facing the threat of

war in both Europe and the Far East To build

a co-ordinated defense system in this vast coun-

try on European and eastern fronts, has in-
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v^ed ekpenditiiies increasiiig from approxi-

mately $1 bfflion in 1934 t $2.9 billioii in 1936.

This 1936 defense budget of the U5.S.R.

was 18.8% of the total national budget in

that year. But in Japan, the 1935-36 mili-

tary expenditures were 50.5% and the 1936-37

expenditures were 46.6% of the total na-

tional budget, even before addii% the special

outlays voted since Japan started her latest

invasion of China in July, 1937.

Italy: MiUtary outlay in 193S-36 was 50.5%

and in 1936-37 was 52.7% of the total na-

tional budget. Italy's invasion of Spain greatly

increased military expenditures in i937-

Germany: In Ffebruary, 1937, The Banker

(London) estimated that Germany was spend-

ing in year 1936-37 a total of 12,600,000,000

marks, or about 68% more than the Foreign

Policy Association figures given above, for

"amuunents and defense."

Size of Armies. At least 55,000,000 trained

men can "spring to arms overnight" in 48

nations, according to a survey by American

military authorities. Regular armies, reserves

and other trained men number 54412,628.

This does not include China's uncounted mili-

tary forces, conservatively estimated as at least

1,500,000.

Of the grand total of trained fighting men,

6,513,824 (not including China's) actually are

enrolled in regular armies. Largest regular

armies, according to New York Times (May

3, 1937) are:
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Soviet Union i,S4S,ooo Poland Si^A^r

Italy i,33i,»«>' J«I«n
.

FtBOce 658,777 Rumania 222000

Germany 650,000 Spain 199.546

British Empire 384.780 United States 165.000

•Indades 878,800 reserves on active duty.

Soviet Russia, with one-sixth of the earth's

surface to defend against fascist aggression,

has the world's largest army. While Germany

is shown as having only 650,000 regulars, it

is wen known that Germany has countless

thousands trained for miUtary service in "pri-

vate" Nazi armies and in other reserve forces.

World Navies. United States is second in the

world's naval race, according to a tabulation

of comparative . sea-power, issued by U. S.

Navy Department, July 28, 1937- Sea powers

rank as follows:

Great Britain 28s warships 1,216,398 tons

United States 1,083,330
it

Japan 200
« 745,604

ti

Ffanoe 162
« 469,346

i<

Italy 206
« 396,683

it

Gennany 77
" 147,632

it

Navy officials admitted, however, that the

figures for Japan, Italy and Germany might

not be complete, as these countries have been

carrying on much of their naval program in

secret

Cost of a Battleship. Two 3S,ooo-ton battie-

ships will cost about $so,ooo/x)o each, as

provided for in Naval Appropriation Act of

1937. This act, passed by Congress in March,

1937, allocated $130,000,000 for construction

of fighting craft.



In October, 1937, keel was laid for 5-S.

North CaroUna, to cost $60,000,000.

Cost of iHiilding ^lier U. S. battleships

has ranged from $10,028,826 for the S.S.

Arkansas in 1912 up to $27,564,481 for the

5.5. Maryland, completed in 192 1.

Combat Airplanes. Number of combat air-

planes in different countries, in following list,

includes all armed planes, pursuit fighters,

light and heavy bombers, attack, armed scout

and observation, armed patrol and transport

ships, machines in active servicb, reserves and
secondary reserves.

Jan., 1935
British Ensile 2,800
France 3,600
Soviet Unicm 3,000
Italy 2,300
United States 2,060
Japan 1^50
Germany 600

Rearmament of Germany, carried out se-

cretly at first, has been the most significant

development in world airpower in recent years.

American League Against War and Fas-
dam. League was founded in September, 1933,
by U. S. Congress against War, meeting in

New York City with over 2,600 delegates.

At its fourth congress, held in Pittsburgh,
Pa., in November, 1937, tli^re were 1,320
delegates representing organizaAions with over
4iOoopoo memb^ in 36 states. Over 400 of
these delegates r^resrated trade unions. At
this congress the name was changed to

American League for Peace and Democr£|.cy.

120

Jan., X937
4,500
4,000

4,000

3,000

2,200

2,XOO

3,600
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Labor boards, $99-
Labor conditions, 46-56.

Labor legislation, 57-64.

LalxNT movement, 65-73.

Labor party, see Fammr Labor Party.

Labor Keaeardi Association, books mod services, 6, 8,

127; on unemployment, 46; on wages, 53.
Labor's Non-Partisan League, 22, 25.
LaFollette, Robert M., 25, 89.
Lamont, T. W., i8.

Landon, Alf, 20.

Lewis, John L., 67.

Lincoln Battalion, 102-103.

Lynchlngs, 9S-

Malnutrition, of chilAen^ 8z<42.

Maternity aid, 63-64.

McNamara case, 97.

Mellon family, 18, 19.

Memorial Day massacre, 94.
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Minimum wage laws, 57-58, 59.
Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party, 24*
Mohawk Valley Fwrnula, 92.

Moooey-Billings case, 98.
Morgan* J. P., 29.

Itetgiges, fann, 39*

National Associntion to Advaafiement of CoUxpd. JPeo*

pie, 22, 99.

National income, 29.

National Industrial Recovery Act, 58.

National LatxH: Relations Act» 59-60; Board, 59-60,

92, 93.

Navies, world, Z19.

Navy, United States, 1 19-120.

Nazi activities in United States, 100.

Negroes, in agriculture, 41; numbers, la; in yim^s
82-83; voting, 21; wages of, 53.

''Neutrality,'* United States, 104.

'^New Deal," 58, 59.

Newspaper chains, 35.

New YoA City, health, 79; housing in, 78-79; living

costs, 75.

New York State, bbor laws, 58* 59» Cs; ««iVtion law,

86.

Occupational diseases, 55-56; compensation f(M:, 63.

Old-age benefits, 61ff.

Peace policies, 27.

Pieople^s Front, 26; in l^min, zoi.

Polar flights, X12.

Political prisoners, in United States, 93,
Population, 9-13; of cities^ 9; of leading nations, 9.

Prices, food, 74-75.

Processors, profits of, 34.

Production, farm, 42; industrial, 28; in U.S.S.R., 105.

Productivity, 51.

Ph>fesaonals, lo.

Profits^ 32-33, 34; war, 1x5.

Progressive Party, Wisomsin, 24.

Progressives in Congress, 24-35.
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Radio, 36; advertising, 37.

Railroad, employment, 47-48; Railroad Retirement

Act, 58; unions, 65.

Railway Labor Act, 59*

Rand, Janoes H., 92-93*

Real wages, 75-76.

Relief, 48; woA xeUef (WPA), 48.

Rent, 17, 75.

Republican Party, 20.

Republic Steel Corp., 32, 90.

Rockefeller, J. D., 19.

Roosevelt, Franklin D., 14, 20, 22, 77> 104.

Salaries, corporatim, 31-32.

Sales taxes, 17.

Schools, 82-83.

Scottsboro case, 98#.

Sharecroppers, 21, 40; organization, 44.

Social conditions, 74-84.

Social insurance, 61-64.

Socialist Party, 20, 27.

Social Security Act, 59t 61-62.

Southern differential, 53.

Southern Tenant Farmers Union, 44.

Soviet Union, 105-114; constitution, 105; cooperatives,

108; education, 107; hours of work, 108; national

defense, 117; national income, 106; peace policy,

113; population, 9; production, 105; resources, 106;

social insurance, 107; trade unions, 106; trans-polar

flidits, X12; txids, xo9if.; workers diribs, X09;

wMdcers, ixx.

^>ain, X01-X04; land» 103; tesouxces, X03; war in,

lOI. ^
Spies, against labor, 89-90. ^
Strike-breaking, 90#.
Strikes, automobile, 73; sit-down, 72; steel, 90-92;

trend, 71; vigilantes in, 90^.

Supreme Court deddons, 53-59> 86.

Taxes, X5#.

Tax evasions, 18.

Tennessee Valley Authority* 59*
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Trade, international, 28.

Trade unioQs, 65-70; farm workers', 44; membersh^),

65, 66t 68*70; move to fiaoovponte, 88.

Unemployed, organization of, 73.

Unemployment, 46-47; compensation lavs, 59, 61*62;
technological, 47; and youths 49.

Unions, see Trade unions.

United front, 26; in Spain, lox.

United States, budget, 15; govemmmt, 14^.; peace

pcrticy for, 27; population, 9; and Spain, 104; and
war, 27, ix6#.

U. S. Army, 49,
U. S. Cabinet, 14.

U. S. Constitution, 85.

U. S. Supreme Court, 14, 96; decisioas» 58-59.

Vig^Iaiites, 86, 90#.
Voting, laws, 20; in 1936, 20.

Wage-camon, in maanfacturing, 30; numbers, to.

Wages, 30, 51-53; minimum, 57-58, 59; iot N^troes,

53; and productivity, 51; and pundtfuiBg power,

75 ; Southern, 53.

War, budget, ii6#.; costs, 114; Ethiopian, 114; in

Far East, 114; preparations, 16, 1 14-120; profits,

us; in Spain, ioi#.

War Department, 49, 117, 1x8.

Washington Commonwealth Federation, 25.
Wealth, concentration of, 76.

Wisconsin Progressive Party, 24-
Women workers, 12, x^; matornity aid, 63*^
Workers' Alliance, 73.

Workmen's Compensation, 62-63.

Work relief, 48.

Works ftogress Administration (WPA), 48, 73.
World War, zzs-

Young WQrkm» 13, 24; and nnemploynait, 49.
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