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THE PROGRAMME OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET

UNION
A New Edition

INTRODUCTION

Born of the Great October Socialist Revolution, the

Soviet land has traversed a long and glorious road.

Victories of worldwide historic importance have been scored
under the leadership of the Communist Party. Consistently

expressing the interests of the working class, of all working
people, and armed with Marxist-Leninist teaching, with a
wealth of experience in revolutionary struggle and the build-

ing of socialism, the CPSU is confidently leading the Soviet

people along the course of communist creative endeavour and
peace.

The Party emerged on the political scene as a worthy
successor to the ideas of the sociaHst transformation of
society proclaimed in the first programme document of the
Com.munists— the Communist Manifesto, to the unfading
exploit of the heroes of the Paris Commune, and to the re-

volutionary traditions of the international working class and
of the Russian revolutionary democratic movement.

Relying on the historical experience of the class struggle
and the best that was achieved by human thought, Karl Marx
and Frederick Engels, founders of scientific communism,
discovered the objective laws of social development, theoreti-



cally proved the inevitability of the collapse of capitalism, and
substantiated the world historic mission of the proletariat as

the creator of the new, communist system. Their passionate

call
— "Workers of all countries, unite!"— remains to this

day the fighting slogan of the working-class movement.
In new historical conditions Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, who

brilhantly continued the cause of Marx and Engels, com-
prehensively developed their teaching, provided answers to

vital questions of the times and armed the working-class

movement with the theory of sociahst revolution and the

building of socialism, with a scientific system of views on
problems of war and peace.

Marxism-Leninism is an integral revolutionary teaching.

Created by the great Lenin, the Party has become the living

embodiment of the fusion of scientific sociaUsm with the

working-class movement, of the unbreakable unity of theory

and practice. It has been and will be a party of Marxism-
Leninism, a party of revolutionary action.

At each stage in history the CPSU accomphshed the tasks

that were scientifically formulated in its programmes.
Having adopted its First Programme at the 2nd Congress

in 1903, the Bolshevik Party led the working class, the

peasantry, all the working people of Russia in the struggle

to overthrow the tsarist autocracy and then the capitalist

system, and passed through the flames of three Russian
revolutions. In October 1917 the working class took political

power into its hands. A state of workers and peasants came
into being for the first time in history. The creation of a new
world began.

In the Second Programme, adopted at the 8th Congress in

1919, the Party set the task of building socialism. Following
untrodden paths, overcoming incredible difficulties, and dis-

playing unprecedented heroism, the Soviet people under the

leadership of the Communist Party implemented the plan for

building socialism worked out by Lenin. Socialism in our

country became a reality.

With the adoption of the Third Programme at the 22nd
Congress in 1961, the Party undertook enormous work in all

areas of the building of communism. The Soviet society

achieved great successes in developing productive forces,

economic and social relations, socialist democracy, and cul-

ture, and in moulding the new man. The country entered the

stage of developed socialism. The role of the Soviet Union



grew as a powerful factor in the struggle against the imperial-

ist policy of oppression, aggression and war, for peace,

democracy and social progress.

The time that has elapsed since the Third Programme was
adopted has confirmed the correctness of its main theoretical

and political propositions. At the same time, accumulated
experience and scientific understanding of the changes in the

country's dom.estic life and in the world arena provide an
opportunity to define more accurately and concretely the

prospects for Soviet society's development, the ways and
means of attaining the ultimate goal— communism, and the

tasks of international policy in new historical conditions.

The Third Programme of the CPSU in its present updated

edition is a programme for the planned and all-round perfection

of socialism, for Soviet society's further advance to communism
through the country's accelerated socio-economic development.

It is a programme of the struggle for peace and social progress.



PART ONE

THE TRANSITION FROM CAPITALISM TO
SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM—

THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE PRESENT
EPOCH

I. The Great October Socialist Revolution and the

Building of Socialism in the USSR

Mankind's history-making turn towards socialism, begun
by the October Revolution, is a natural result of social

development.
Capitalism is the last exploiter system in human history.

Having given a powerful impetus to the development of

productive forces, it then became an obstacle to social

progress.

The history of capitalism is the history of the aggravation

of its main contradiction—the contradiction between the

social nature of production and the private capitaUst form of

appropriation, of the growing exploitation of the working
class and all working people, of the aggravation of the

struggle between labour and capital, the oppressed and the

oppressors, of economic crises, socio-political upheavals, wars
of conquest and conflicts bringing endless hardships to work-
ing people.

Early in the 20th century the process of the concentration

and centralisation of capital resulted in the emergence of

powerful capitaHst monopoly associations that seized the

main levers in the whole of economic and political life.

Capitalism entered its highest and last stage—the stage of



imperialism. In the words of Lenin, "capitalism in its im-

perialist stage has turned into the greatest oppressor of
nations", the primary source of wars of aggression.

The material conditions for replacing capitalist produc-
tion relations by socialist ones took shape and the objective

and subjective prerequisites for a victorious socialist revol-

ution mature at the stage of imperialism. History has entrusted

the working class with the mission of the revolutionary trans-

formation of the old society and the creation of the new one. In

fulfilling this mission the working class serves not just its own
class interests, but those of all working people.

Aggravated by tsarist oppression and the vestiges of
serfdom, imperialism's contradictions manifested themselves in

Russia with exceptional force. Russia turned out to be the

weakest link of world imperialism, the focal point of its

contradictions. It was to Russia that the centre of the world
revolutionary movement shifted, and the Russian proletariat

faced the most difficult and important task of being the first to

break the chain of the bourgeoisie's world domination. This
could be done only under the leadership of a party of a new
type—a fighting revolutionary organisation of the proletariat.

The formation of the Bolshevik Party became the turning

point in the history of the Russian and international working-
class movement. This was an expression of an objective

requirement of social development, of the proletariat's class

struggle, the fruit of scientific foresight, a result of the
imtiring political and organisational activity of Lenin and the
Marxists who had rallied round him. Lenin's ardent call

"Give us an organisation of revolutionaries and we will

overturn Russia" found fervent response in the hearts and
minds of workers, the progressive-minded people in Russian
society, the best representatives of the working people. Lenin
worked out the ideological, political and organisational prin-

ciples of the Party, and the methods for its work among
the masses. The party of the new type was being formed
and growing stronger in the course of implacable clashes
with revisionism, right-wing opportunism, dogmatism and
leftist adventurism.

The revolution of 1905-1907, the first people's revolution

of the imperiaUst epoch, showed the strength of the working
class and was a prologue to the proletariat's coming victories.

The bourgeois-democratic revolution of February 1917 elim-

inated tsarism, but it did not deliver the popular masses from



social and national oppression, from the hardships of im-

periaHst war, nor did it resolve the contradictions that were
tearing Russian society apart. Socialist revolution became an
urgent demand of the times.

The working class of Russia was known for its fervent

revolutionary spirit and high level of organisation. It was led

by the Bolshevik Party, steeled in political battles and armed
with progressive revolutionary theory. Lenin gave it a clear

perspective of struggle by evolving the theory that a victo-

rious proletarian revolution in conditions of imperiahsm was
possible initially in one or several countries.

At the call of the Bolshevik Party and under its leadership

the working class began a decisive battle against the power of

capital. The Party brought together into one powerful stream

the proletarian struggle for sociahsm, the peasants' struggle

for land, the national liberation struggle of Russia's op-

pressed peoples, and the nationwide movement against im-

perialist war and for peace, and directed that stream towards
overthrowing the bourgeois system.

The Great October Socialist Revolution became a landmark
in world history, determined the general direction and main
trends of world development, and initiated the irreversible

process of the replacement of capitalism by the new, communist
socio-economic formation.

A state with the dictatorship of the proletariat emerged
and became established for the first time in history. Rallying

together all working people, the working class set about
resolving the most complex problems of the period of tran-

sition from capitalism to sociahsm, and creating the foun-

dations of the new society.

The winning of political power, victories on the Civil War
fronts, the rout of foreign military interventionists, and pros-

pects for building a new life generated a powerful upsurge of

strength and revolutionary energy among the working people.

They overcame the privations and difficulties caused by
economic dislocation, the counterrevolutionary plots and
sabotage by the bourgeoisie, and the country's technical,

economic and cultural backwardness. In the transition period,

the class struggle at times took the form of bitter clashes. The
Soviet Union was subjected to fierce attacks by the hostile

capitaHst encirclement, to numerous military and political

provocations.

Relying on the enthusiasm of the masses, repulsing the



attacks by right-wing and leftist opportunists, and strengthen-

ing its ideological, political and organisational unity, the

Party undeviatingly pursued the Leninist general line aimed at

building socialism.

The basic means of production passed into the hands of

the people. The nationalisation of land, factories, plants and

banks ensured the preconditions necessary for asserting and

developing socialist ownership and organising a system of

planned economy. Industrialisation turned the Soviet Union
into a powerful industrial state. Collectivisation of agriculture

was a breakthrough in economic relations, in the entire life

of the peasantry. The alliance of the working class and

the peasantry was placed on a solid socio-economic foun-

dation. As a result of the cultural revolution, illiteracy was
stamped out, broad vistas were opened for the development

of creative forces and the intellectual flourishing of the

working man, a sociahst intelligentsia emerged, and Marxist-

Leninist ideology became dominant in the minds of the Soviet

people.

The solution of the nationalities question is an outstanding

accomplishment of socialism. The victory of the October

Revolution forever put an end to national oppression and
inequality among nations and ethnic groups. A tremendous
role was played here by the voluntary unification of the free

and equal peoples into a single multinational state—the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. In the course of building

socialism rapid economic, social and cultural progress of the

former national outlands was ensured. Ethnic conflicts

became a thing of the past, and fraternal friendship, close

cooperation and mutual assistance of all peoples of the USSR
became a way of life.

All this signified that a social transformation of worldwide
historic importance had been accomplished—the age-old dom-
inance of private ownership was eliminated and exploitation

of man by man aboUshed forever. Socio-political and ideo-

logical unity of Soviet society took shape on the basis of the

common interests of the working class, the collective farmers,

people's intelligentsia, and the working people of all national-

ities. The working man became the full master of the country.

A socialist society in the USSR was essentially built.

The Great Patriotic War was a severe trial for the new
system. The Soviet people and its armed forces rallied round
the Party and, displaying unprecedented heroism, inflicted a



crushing defeat on German fascism—the strike force of world

imperialist reaction. By its victory the Soviet Union made the

decisive contribution to the liberation of European peoples

from Nazi slavery, to saving world civihsation. The rout of

Nazi Germany and militarist Japan opened up new possibil-

ities for peoples' struggle for peace, democracy, national

liberation and socialism. The Soviet people's victory raised

high the Soviet state's international prestige.

Within a short period the USSR healed the deep wounds
of war, considerably strengthened its economic, scientific,

technological and defence potential, and consohdated its po-

sition internationally. The victory of socialism in our country

was final and complete.

In its economic, socio-political and cultural development,

Soviet society, relying on its achievements, continued to

advance confidently. An integral national economic complex
took shape in the country. Large new areas in the North and
East of the country were developed, and nature management
became more efficient. National income and productivity of

social labour grew considerably. The level of the people's

well-being was raised substantially and a huge housing con-

struction programme was carried out. The people's cultural

wealth increased, the transition to universal secondary edu-

cation was completed, and Soviet science and technology

achieved outstanding successes. The Soviet Union built the

furst atomic power station and the first atomic-powered ice-

breaker; it also launched the first artificial satellite of the

Earth and the first manned spaceship.

The socialist social relations gained in strength, a new
social and international community—the Soviet people

—

emerged. The state with the dictatorship of the proletariat

grew into a socialist state of all people.

Displaying Bolshevist fidelity to principle and a self-

critical approach, and relying on the support of the masses,

the Party did a great deal to eliminate the consequences of the

personality cult, deviations from the Leninist norms of party

and state guidance, and to rectify errors of a subjectivist,

voluntaristic nature. Soviet democracy was further developed
and socialist legality consolidated.

The Soviet people's persistent work, great achievements in

the economic, social and political spheres, science and culture

have brought our country to new historical frontiers that

marked the beginning of the stage of developed socialism.
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The establishment of mihtary-strategic parity between the

USSR and the USA, between the Warsaw Treaty Organisa-

tion and NATO was a historic accompHshment of sociahsm.

It strengthened the positions of the USSR, the countries of

sociahsm and all progressive forces, and dashed the hopes
cherished by aggressive imperialist circles of winning a world
nuclear war. Preservation of this balance is vital for ensuring

peace and international security.

The experience of the USSR and other sociaUst countries

convincingly demonstrates the indisputable socio-economic,

political, ideological and moral advantages of the new society

as a stage in mankind's progress that is superior to capitalism,

and provides answers to questions that the bourgeois system

is incapable of solving.

Socialism is a society on whose banner are inscribed the

words ^'Everything for the sake of man, everything for the

benefit of man". It is a society in which:
• — the means of production are in the hands of the

people, an end has been put forever to exploitation of man by
man, social oppression, the rule of a privileged minority, and
the poverty and illiteracy of miUions of people;
— the broadest vistas have been opened for the dynamic

and planned development of productive forces, and scientific

and technological progress brings not unemployment but a

steady growth in the well-being of the entire people;
— the equal right to work and pay in conformity with the

principle "From each according to his ability, to each accord-

ing to his work" is ensured, and the population enjoys such
social benefits as free medical service and education, and
housing with a minimum rent;— the inviolable alliance of the working class, the collect-

ive farmers and the intelligentsia has been affirmed, men and
women have equal rights and guarantees for exercising them,
the young generation is offered a reliable road into the

future, and social security for veterans of labour is

guaranteed;
— national inequality is aboHshed, the juridical and fac-

tual equality, friendship and brotherhood of all peoples and
nationalities are estabhshed;
— genuine democracy—power exercised for the people

and by the people—has been established and is developing,

and broad and equal participation of citizens in the manage-
ment of production, public and state affairs is ensured;
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— the ideas of freedom, human rights and dignity of the

individual are filled with real content, unity of rights and
duties is ensured, uniform laws and norm^s of morality and a

single discipHne apply to each and all, and increasingly

favourable conditions are taking shape for the all-round

development of the individual;

— the truly humanistic Marxist-Leninist ideology is dom-
inant, the popular masses have access to all sources of

knov/ledge, and an advanced socialist culture has been

created which absorbs all that is best in world culture;

— a socialist way of life which gives working people

confidence in the future, spiritually and morally elevates them
as creators of new social relations and of their own destiny

has taken shape on the basis of social justice, collectivism and
comradely mutual assistance.

Sociahsm is a society whose deeds and intentions in the

international arena are directed towards supporting the peo-

ples' striving for independence and social progress, and are

subordinated to the main task of preserving and consolidating

peace.

At the new stage of historical development our Party and
the Soviet people are faced with the task in all its magnitude
of the all-round perfection of sociaUst society and a fuller and
more effective utilisation of its possibilities and advantages

for further advance towards communism.

II. Struggle Between the Forces of Progress and
Reaction in the Modern World

After the rout of German fascism and Japanese militarism

the worldwide historical process of social hberation, which
began with the Great October Revolution, was marked by the

overthrow of the power of exploiters in several countries in

Europe and Asia and then America. Socialism, which first

became a reality in our country, has turned into a world system.

The Marxist-Leninist theory of building the new society has

been verified in practice on an international scale, sociahsm
has asserted itself on vast expanses of the earth, and hundreds
of milhons of people are following the road of creating a

communist civilisation. More and more nations are losing

their confidence in capitahsm; they do not wish to associate

12



their prospects of development with it and are persistently

searching for and finding ways of socialist transformation of

their countries.

The successes of socialism are all the more impressive

because they have been achieved within very short time spans,

in conditions of imperialism's unceasing pressure—from
economic pressure and ideological subversion to direct at-

tempts to stage counterrevolutionary coups and launch mi-

litary aggression.

The experience accumulated in socialist countries is of
lasting significance. The past decades have enriched the prac-

tice of the building of socialism and clearly demonstrated the

diversity of the world of socialism. At the same time the

experience of these decades shows the immense importance of

the general laws of socialism, such as: the power of working
people, with the working class playing the leading role;

guidance of society's development by the Communist Party

armed with the ideology of scientific socialism; establishment

of social ownership of the basic means of production and on
this basis the planned growth of the economy in the interests

of the people; implementation of the principle "From each
according to his ability, to each according to his work";
development of sociaUst democracy; equality and friendship

of all nations and nationalities; and defence of revolutionary

gains from encroachments by class enemies.

The use of the general laws in the specific conditions of
each of the sociahst countries forms the basis of their con-
fident advance, the overcoming of the grov/ing pains and the

resolving in good time of contradictions that arise; it is a real

contribution of the ruling Communist parties to the general

process of socialist development.

Socialism has brought forth a new, previously unknown
type of international relations, which are developing between
socialist states. Their firm foundation consists of a uniform
socio-economic and political system; Marxist-Leninist ideo-

logy; class solidarity; friendship, cooperation and mutual
assistance in carrying out tasks of building and defending the
new society; the struggle for peace, international security,

social progress; and equality and respect for the independence
and sovereignty of each state.

Relations of socialist internationahsm have been most
fully embodied in the socialist community. The countries
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belonging to the community—member states of the Council

for Mutual Economic Assistance and the Warsaw Treaty

Organisation—are united by common fundamental interests

and aims and by ties of extensive multifaceted cooperation,

and coordinate their actions in international affairs. History

has not known such a community of countries in which no
one country has or can have special rights and privileges, in

which international relations have really become relations

between peoples, and in which fruitful ties at various levels

have taken shape and are developing—from the highest level

of Party and state leadership to work collectives. The com-
munity multipHes the strength of the fraternal states in the

building of socialism and helps reliably to ensure their

security.

The objective requirement of the socialist countries' draw-
ing ever closer together stems from the very essence of

socialism. Whereas in the capitalist world the law of uneven
economic, socio-political and cultural development operates,

and strong countries enrich themselves by plundering weak
ones and prolong in every way the backwardness of the latter,

socialism creates the necessary conditions for raising the less

developed countries to the level of the developed ones. The
higher and the more similar the levels of social development
of socialist countries, the richer and deeper their cooperation,

the more organic the process of their drawing together.

The establishment of the world socialist system, the for-

mation and strengthening of the socialist community have
brought about a fundamental change in the alignment of forces

in the international arena in favour of the peoples fighting for

social progress, democracy, national freedom and peace. The
sociaUst community is the most authoritative force of our
time and without it no issue in world politics can be solved; it

is a firm bulwark of peace on earth, the most consistent

champion of sound, peaceful, democratic principles in inter-

national relations, the main force opposing imperialist

reaction.

The young, forward-looking world of socialism is opposed
by the exploiter world of capitalism which is still strong and
dangerous, but which has already passed its peak. The general

crisis of capitalism is deepening. The sphere of its domination
is shrinking inevitably, its historical doom becoming ever

more obvious.
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Modern capitalism differs in many ways from what it was
at the beginning and even in the middle of the 20th century.

In conditions of state-monopoly capitaHsm, which combines
the strength of the monopolies and the state, the conflict

between the vastly increased productive forces and capitalist

production relations is becoming ever more acute. The inner

instability of the economy is growing, which is seen in the

slowing down of the overall rates of its growth, in the

intertwining and deepening of cyclical and structural crises.

Mass unemployment and inflation have become a chronic

disease, and budget deficits and state debts have reached a

colossal scale.

The strengthening of transnational corporations, which
make huge profits by exploiting working people on a world
scale, is a direct result of capitaUst concentration and inter-

nationalisation of production. They not only undermine the

sovereignty of newly free states, but also encroach on the

national interests of developed capitalist countries.

The monopoly bourgeoisie is constantly manoeuvring in

an attempt to adjust itself to the changing situation. A
capitahst state redistributes, in particular through the budget,

a considerable part of the national income in favour of big

capital and tries to place at its service the latest achievements
in science and technology. The mechanism of exploitation has
become more complex, more sophisticated. The skills, intel-

lectual powers and the energy of the worker are being
exploited for gaining more and more profit.

With the growing influence of world sociaUsm, the class

struggle of working people at times compels the capitahsts to

make partial concessions, to agree to certain improvements as

regards working conditions, remuneration for work and
social security. This is being done to preserve the main
thing—the domination of capital. Such manoeuvring, how-
ever, is being increasingly combined with violent actions, with
a direct assault by the monopolies and the bourgeois state on
the living standards of working people.

Under capitalism the scientific and technological revo-

lution has grave social consequences. MiUions of working
people, thrown out of the factory gates, are doomed to losing

their skills and to material hardships, and can have no
confidence in the future. A considerable proportion of young
people cannot find application for their energy and know-
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ledge and suffer from the hopelessness of their condition.

Mass unemployment remains regardless of the economic
situation, while the real prospect of its further growth is

fraught with the most serious upheavals for capitalism as a

social system.

The monopolies have seized the dominant positions in the

agrarian sector of the economy. Large numbers of farmers are

being forced out of the production sphere while those who
survive do so at the cost of excessive work and privations.

The fate of farmers' families depends entirely on market
fluctuations and the arbitrariness of monopolies. The plight

of the peasantry is especially grave in the former colonies and
semi-colonies. The small and middle businessmen in cities are

being increasingly exploited by big capital and are caught in

the net of financial dependence.

Even in the most developed capitalist countries a great

number of people are deprived, homeless, illiterate and with-

out medical care. Shameful discrimination against ethnic

minorities persists and the rights of women are infringed

upon.

A tendency towards an all-round intensification of reac-

tion is characteristic of imperialism in the political field.

Wherever the working people have achieved certain democ-
ratic rights as a result of determined struggle, state-monopoly
capitalism is conducting a persistent, at times cunningly
camouflaged offensive against those rights. In situations that

pose a danger to state-monopoly capitalism, it resorts without
hesitation to political blackmail, repression, terror and punit-

ive actions. Neo-fascism is becoming increasingly active in the

political arena. When the usual forms of suppressing working
people fail, imperiahsm implants and backs tyrannic regimes
in order directly to suppress progressive forces by military

means. Striving to weaken the international soUdarity of
working people, imperialism stirs up and abets national

egoism, chauvinism and racism, and scorn for the rights and
interests of other peoples and their national cultural and
historical heritage.

The inhumane ideology of modern capitalism is inflicting

ever greater damage on the spiritual world of people. The cult

of individualism, violence and permissiveness, rabid anti-

communism and exploitation of culture as a source of profit

give rise to spiritual callousness, to moral degradation.
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Imperialism has given rise to large-scale crime and terrorism

that have engulfed capitalist society. Ever more pernicious is

the role of the bourgeois mass media which befuddle people in

the interests of the ruling class.

The uneven nature of the development of countries within

the capitalist system is deepening. Three main centres of inter-

imperialist rivalry have formed: the United States, Western
Europe and Japan. Competition is mounting between them
for markets, spheres of capital investment, sources of raw
materials and superiority in the key areas of scientific and
technological progress. New centres of economic and political

rivalry are forming, particularly in the Pacific basin and in

Latin America. Contradictions between bourgeois states are

deepening. The imperial ambitions and selfish policy of the

US monopolies and their readiness, for egoistic reasons, to

sacrifice the interests and security of other, even allied, states

are giving rise to growing indignation and alarm throughout
the world.

Imperialism is responsible for the huge and widening gap
between the economic development levels of the industrial

capitalist countries and the majority of the newly free states,

for the continued existence on earth of vast zones of hunger,

poverty and epidemic diseases.

As the course of historical development more and more
weakens the positions of imperiaUsm, the policy of its more
reactionary forces becomes increasingly hostile to the interests

of the peoples. Imperialism is putting up fierce resistance to

social progress, and is trying to stop the course of history, to

undermine the positions of socialism, and to avenge itself

socially on a v/orid scale. The imperialist powers strive to

coordinate their economic, political and ideological strategy,

to create a common front of struggle against socialism,

against all revolutionary, liberation movements.

Imperialism refuses to face the political realities of today's

world. Ignoring the will of sovereign peoples, it tries to

deprive them of their right to choose their road of develop-

ment and threatens their security. Herein lies the main cause
of conflicts in various parts of the world.

The citadel of international reaction is US imperiahsm.
The threat of war comes chiefly from it. Claiming world
domination, it arbitrarily declares whole continents to be
zones of its "vital interests". The US policy of hegemony, the
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imposition of its will and unequal relations on other states,

support for repressive anti-popular regimes and discrimi-

nation against countries that do not suit the United States,

disorganises inter-state economic and political relations and
prevents their normal development.

The bloody war against Vietnam, the blockade of Cuba
for many years, the flouting of the lawful rights of the

Palestinian people, the intervention in Lebanon, the armed
seizure of defenceless Grenada, and the aggressive actions

against Nicaragua—these are only some of the countless

crimes that will remain forever the most shameful pages in

imperialism's history.

The race unleashed by imperialism in the manufacture of

nuclear and other arms on a scale that knows no precedent is

its gravest crime against the peoples. It brings the monopolies
huge profits. The colossal military expenditures vveigh heavily

on the shoulders of working people. The m.onopolies that

manufacture arms, the military, the state bureaucracy, the

ideological machinery and militarised science, that have
merged to form the military-industrial complex, have become
the most zealous advocates and makers of policies of ad-

venturism and aggression. The sinister alliance of the death

merchants and imperialist state power is a pillar of extreme
reaction, a constant and growing source of war danger, and a

convincing confirmation of the capitahst system's political,

social and moral untenability.

No "modifications" and manoeuvres by modern capital-

ism have rendered invahd or can render invahd the laws of its

development, or can overcome the acute antagonism between
labour and capital, between the monopolies and society, or

can bring the historically doomed capitalist system out of its

all-permeating crisis. The dialectics of development are such

that the very same means which capitalism puts to use with

the aim of strengthening its positions inevitably lead to an

aggravation of all its deep-seated contradictions. Imperialism

is parasitical, decaying and moribund capitalism; it marks the

eve of socialist revolution.

The working class was and is the main revolutionary class of

the present age. In the capitalist world, it is the main force

struggling for the overthrow of the exploiting system and for

building a new society.

Practice confirms the Marxist-Leninist concept of the

increasing role of the working class in society. As science is
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being applied in production on an ever larger scale, the ranks

of the working class are being replenished with highly skilled

workers. In the course of class battles, the working class

becomes more cohesive, creates its own political parties, trade

unions and other organisations, and wages economic, poli-

tical and ideological struggle against capitalism. The scale of

that struggle is growing, its forms are becoming more diverse

and its content is being enriched. The basic interests of the

proletariat make it more and more imperative to achieve

unity in the working-class movement and concerted actions

by all its contingents.

The young and rapidly growing working class in the

countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America is facing difficult

tasks. It is opposed both by foreign capital and local ex-

ploiters. Its political maturity and degree of organisation are

growing in the course of struggle.

The vanguard of the working-class movement, of all the

forces of the world revolutionary process is the international

communist movement. Communists are working for both the

immediate and the long-term goals of the working class, for

the interests of all the working people, for social progress,

national hberation of peoples, disarmament and peace. The
communist movement is the most influential ideological and
political force of our time.

The revolutionary parties of the working class are guided

by the scientific theory of social development, Marxism-
Leninism, and are pursuing a principled working-class policy.

They are characterised by a conviction in the historical

inevitability of the replacement of capitalism by socialism, a

clear understanding of the objective laws of sociaUst revo-

lution in whatever form—peaceful or non-peaceful—and an
ability to apply the general principles of struggle for sociaUsm
in the specific conditions of every country.

The strength of revolutionary parties lies in the fact that

they firmly uphold the rights and vital aspirations of the

working people, point out ways of leading society out of the

crisis situation of bourgeois society, indicate a real alternative

to the exploiter system and provide answers, imbued with

social optimism, to the basic questions of our time. They are

the true exponents and the most staunch defenders of the

national interests of their countries.

A consistently class-oriented course enhances the auth-

ority of the Communist parties, despite the fact that the
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political and ideological machinery of imperialism is operat-

ing in an increasingly subtle way. It is combining discrimi-

nation against and persecution of Communists and outright

anti-communist propaganda with support for those elements

in the working-class movement that are opposed to working-
class policy and international sohdarity, and that endorse

social reconciliation and partnership with the bourgeoisie.

The monopoly bourgeoisie and reactionary forces attack the

Communists so fiercely precisely because the latter represent a

movement that has deep roots in social development and that

expresses the most vital interests of the mass of the people.

A characteristic feature of our time is an upsurge of mass
democratic movements in the non-socialist world. The antagon-
ism between the monopolies and the overwhelming majority

of the population is deepening in capitahst countries. Pro-

fessionals and office employees, farmers, representatives of
the urban petty bourgeoisie and national minorities, women's
organisations, young people and students are taking an ever

more active part in the struggle against the dominance of the

monopolies and against the reactionary policy of the ruling

classes. People of different political views are demanding an
end to the militarisation of society and to the policy of
aggression and war, an end to racial and national discrimi-

nation, to infringements on the rights of women, to the

deterioration in the condition of the younger generation, to

corruption, and to the predatory attitude of the monopolies
towards the use of natural resources and the environment.
These movements are objectively directed against the policy

of the reactionary circles of imperialism and merge with the

overall struggle for peace and social progress.

The anti-imperialist struggle of the peoples and countries

that have cast off the yoke of colonialism for the consolidation

of their independence and for social progress is an integral part

of the world revolutionary process. The disintegration of the

colonial system of imperialism and the emergence of dozens
of independent states from its ruins are an historic achieve-

ment of the national liberation revolutions and movements,
an achievement that has considerably influenced the align-

ment of forces in the world.
Since independence many of those countries have made

appreciable progress in economic and cultural development
and in consolidating national statehood. Collective forms of
struggle by those countries for their rights in the international
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arena have taken shape. Practice has shown, however, that

their way to the consoUdation of poHtical independence and
to economic and social rejuvenation is being seriously ham-
pered by the legacy of their colonial and semi-colonial past

and by the actions of imperiahsm.

Conducting a policy of neo-coloniaUsm, imperiahsm is

seeking to reduce to naught the sovereignty won by the young
states and to retain and even tighten control over them. It is

trying to drag them into a militarist orbit and to use them as

springboards for its aggressive global strategy. In pursuing

these goals, the imperialists resort to military pressure, impose
their economic diktat and support internal reaction. Even
countries that won state independence long ago, for instance,

Latin American countries, have to wage a resolute struggle

against the dominance of the monopolies of the United States

and other imperialist powers.
Taking advantage of the economic and technological

dependence of the newly free countries and their unequal
status in the world capitaUst economy, imperiahsm merci-

lessly exploits them. It is exacting tributes that run into

billions of dollars, and which are exhausting the economies of
those states. The huge indebtedness of the countries of Asia,

Africa and Latin America to the industrially developed capi-

talist states has become an important lever for the exploi-

tation of these countries by imperialism, and primarily US
imperialism. At the same time, the resistance of the peoples of
these countries to the policy of plunder and robbery is

growing. They are continuing their determined, just struggle

against neo-colonialism, against interference in their internal

affairs, and against racism and apartheid. This resistance

objectively links up with the overall anti-imperialist struggle

of the peoples for freedom, peace, and social progress.

The non-capitalist way of development, the way of social-

ist orientation, chosen by a number of newly free countries, is

opening up broad prospects for social progress. The ex-

perience of these countries confirms that in present-day con-
ditions, with the existing world alignment of forces, the

formerly enslaved peoples have greater possibilities for reject-

ing capitalism and for building their future without exploiters,

in the interests of the working people. This is a phenomenon
of immense historic importance.

Overcoming the resistance of external and internal reac-

tion, the ruling revolutionary-democratic parties are pursuing
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a course of abolishing the dominance of imperialist monop-
olies, tribal chiefs, feudal lords and the reactionary bour-

geoisie; of strengthening the public sector of the economy; of

encouraging the cooperative movement in the countryside;

and of enhancing the role of the mass of the working people

in economic and political Hfe. Defending their independence

against the onslaught of the imperialists, these countries are

broadening their cooperation with socialist states. The road
chosen by them meets the genuine interests and aspirations of

the mass of the people, reflects their desire for a just social

system, and coincides with the mainstream of historical devel-

opment.
The most acute problem facing mankind is that of war and

peace. ImperiaHsm was responsible for two world wars that

claimed tens of milhons of Hves. It is creating the threat of a

third world war. Imperialism is using the achievements of

man's genius for the development of weapons of awesome
destructive power. The policy of the imperialist circles, which
are prepared to sacrifice the future of whole nations, is

increasing the danger that these weapons may actually be put

to use. In the final count it threatens mankind with a global

armed conflict in which there would be no winners or losers

and in which world civilisation could perish.

The question of what goals the achievements of the

scientific and technological revolution should serve has be-

come pivotal in the present-day socio-political struggle.

Contemporary science and technology make it possible to

ensure abundance on earth and to create material conditions

for the flourishing of society and the development of the

individual. These creations of the human mind and human
hands, however, are being turned against humanity itself

owing to class selfishness, for the sake of the enrichment of

the elite, which dominates the capitalist world. This is a

glaring contradiction which confronts mankind as it ap-

proaches the threshold of the 21st century.

It is not science and technology in themselves that pose a

threat to peace. This threat is posed by imperialism and its ,

policy, the policy of the most reactionary mihtarist, aggres-
;

sive forces of our time. The threat can be averted only by
curbing those forces.

In the present-day world, which is riddled with acute

contradictions, and in the face of impending catastrophe, the

only sensible and acceptable way out is the peaceful coexist-
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ence of states with different social systems. This does not

merely mean the absence of wars. It is an international order

under which good-neighbourliness and cooperation rather

than armed force would prevail, and a broad exchange of the

achievements of science and technology and cultural values

would be carried out for the good of all nations. When vast

resources are no longer used for military purposes, it would
be possible to use the fruits of labour exclusively for con-
structive purposes. States that have embarked on the road of
independent development would be protected from external

encroachments, and this would facilitate their advance along
the path of national and social revival. Favourable opportu-
nities would also arise for solving the global problems by the

collective efforts of all states. Peaceful coexistence meets the

interests of all countries and peoples.

The danger looming over mankind has never been so

awesome. But then the possibilities for safeguarding and
strengthening peace have never been so real. By uniting their

efforts the peoples can and must avert the threat of nuclear
annihilation.

The aggressive policy of imperiahsm is being countered by
the growing potential of the forces of peace. This means the

vigorous and consistently peaceful policy of the socialist

states and their growing economic and defensive capacity.

This means the policy of the overwhelming majority of states

of Asia, Africa and Latin America which have a vital interest

in safeguarding peace and ending the arms race. This means
the anti-war movements of the broadest mass of the people on
all continents, movements that have become a long-lasting

and influential factor in the hfe of society. A realistic assess-

ment of the actual alignment of forces is leading many
statesmen and politicians in capitalist states, too, to an
understanding of the danger involved in continuing and
extending the arms race.

The CPSU proceeds from the belief that, however grave
the threat to peace posed by the policy of the aggressive
circles of imperialism, world war is not fatally inevitable. It is

possible to avert war and to save mankind from catastrophe.
This is the historical mission of socialism, of all the progressive
and peace-loving forces of the world.

The entire course of world development confirms the
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the character and main content
of the present epoch. It is an epoch of transition from capital-
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ism to socialism and communism, and of historical competition

between the two world socio-political systems, an epoch of

socialist and national liberation revolutions and of the disinteg-

ration of colonialism, an epoch of struggle of the main motive

forces of social development—world socialism, the working-

class and communist movement, the peoples of the newly free

states, and the mass democratic movements—agamst imperial-

ism and its policy of aggression and oppression, and for peace,

democracy, and social progress.

The constant growth of these forces and their interaction

are a pledge that the hopes of the peoples for a life of peace,

freedom, and happiness will be fulfilled. The advance of

humanity towards sociahsm and communism, despite all its

unevenness, complexity and contradictoriness, is inevitable.



PART TWO

THE CPSU'S TASKS EM PERFECTING
SOCIALISM

AND MAKING A GRADUAL TRANSITION TO
COMMUNISM

I. The Communist Perspective of the USSR and the

Need to Accelerate Social and Economic
Development

The ultimate goal of the CPSU is to build communism in

our country. Socialism and communism are two consecutive

phases of one communist formation. There is no distinct line

dividing them: the development of socialism, an ever fuller

revelation and use of its possibilities and advantages, and the

consohdation of the general communist principles charac-

teristic of it—this is what is meant by the actual advance of

society to communism.
Communism is a classless social system with one form of

public ownership of the means of production and with full social

equality of all members of society. Under communism, the all-

round development of people will be accompanied by the growth

of the productive forces on the basis of continuous progress in

science and technology, all the springs of social wealth will flow

abundantly, and the great principle "From each according to his

ability, to each according to his needs" will be implemented.

Communism is a highly organised society of free, socially

conscious working people, a society in which public self-

government will be established, a society in which labour for the

good of society will become the prime vital requirement of

everyone, a clearly recognised necessity, and the ability of
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each person will be employed to the greatest benefit of the

people.

The material and technical foundation of communism
presupposes the creation of those productive forces that open
up opportunities for the full satisfaction of the reasonable

requirements of society and the individual. All productive

activities under communism will be based on the use of highly

efficient technical facilities and technologies, and the har-

monious interaction of man and nature will be ensured.

In the highest phase of communism the directly social

character of labour and production will become firmly es-

tablished. Through the complete elimination of the remnants
of the old division of labour and the essential social dif-

ferences associated with it, the process of forming a socially

homogeneous society will be completed.
Communism signifies the transformation of the system of

socialist self-government by the people, of socialist democracy
into the highest form of organisation of society—communist
public self-government. With the maturation of the necessary

socio-economic and ideological preconditions and the in-

volvement of all citizens in administration, the sociaUst

state—given appropriate international conditions—will, as

Lenin noted, increasingly become a transitional form "from a

state to a non-state". The activities of state bodies will

become non-political in nature, and the need for the state as a

special political institution will gradually disappear.

The inalienable feature of the communist mode of life is a

high level of consciousness, social activity, discipline, and self-

discipline of members of society, in which observance of the

uniform, generally accepted rules of communist conduct will

become an inner need and habit of every person.

Communism is a social system under which the free

development of each is a condition for the free development
of all.

The CPSU does not attempt to foresee in detail the

features of complete communism. As society advances to-

wards communism and more experience is accumulated in

building it, scientific notions of the highest phase of a new
society will become enriched and more concrete.

The growth of socialism into communism is determined by
the objective laws of the development of society, laws which
cannot be disregarded. Any attempts to move ahead too fast

and to introduce communist principles without taking into
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consideration the level of material and spiritual maturity of

society are, as experience has shown, doomed to failure and
may cause both economic and political losses.

At the same time, the CPSU believes that there must be no
delay in effecting the necessary transformations and solving

new tasks. The Party takes into account the fact that along

with undeniable successes the 1970s and early 1980s saw
certain unfavourable trends and difficulties in the country's

development. To a great extent these were due to the failure

to assess appropriately and in good time changes in the

economic situation and the need for profound transfor-

mations in all spheres of life, and to a lack of persistence in

carrying them out. This prevented fuller use of the possibil-

ities and advantages of the socialist system and impeded
onward movement.

The CPSU beheves that under the present domestic and
international conditions, the all-round progress of Soviet

society, its onward movement towards communism can and
must be ensured by accelerating the country's socio-economic

development. This is the strategic line of the Party aimed at

qualitatively transforming all aspects of life in Soviet society:

a radical renewal of its material and technical foundation on
the basis of the achievements of the scientific and tech-

nological revolution; perfection of social relations, above all

economic ones; profound changes in the content and nature

of labour and in the material and cultural conditions of the

life of people; and invigoration of the entire system of
political, social, and ideological institutions.

The Party links the successful solution of the tasks set with

an increase in the role of the human factor. Socialist society

cannot function effectively without finding new ways of
developing the creative activity of the people in all spheres of
life. The greater the scope of the historical goals, the more
important the interested, responsible, conscious and active

participation of millions of people in achieving them.
Soviet society is to reach new heights on the basis of

accelerating its social and economic development. This
means:

in the economic sphere—raising the national economy to a
basically new scientific-technological and organisational-

economic level, gearing it towards intensive development;
achieving the world's highest level in productivity of social

labour, quality of output, and efficiency of production; ensur-
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ing an optimal structure and balance for the integral national

economic complex of the country; significantly raising the

level of the socialisation of labour and production; drawing

collective-farm and cooperative property and the property of

the people as a whole closer together, with the prospect of

their merging in future;

in the social sphere—ensuring a qualitatively new level of

people's well-being while consistently implementing the social-

ist principle of distribution according to work; the establish-

ment of an essentially classless structure of society, the gradual

elimination of substantial differences in the socio-economic,

cultural, and hving standards of town and countryside; an ever

more organic combination of physical and mental labour in

production activities; further cohesion of the Soviet people as a

social and international community; a high level of creative

energy and initiative on the part of the masses;

in the political sphere—the development of socialist self-

government by the people through ever greater involvement

of citizens in running state and public affairs, the perfection

of the electoral system, the improvement of the activities of

elective bodies of people's power, the enhancement of the role

of the trade unions, Komsomol, and other mass organisations

of the working people, and an effective use of all forms of

representative and direct democracy;
in the sphere of cultural life—the further consolidation of

socialist ideology in the minds of Soviet people; full establish-

ment of the moral principles of socialism, of the spirit of

collectivism and comradely mutual assistance; bringing the

achievements of science and cultural values within the reach

of the broadest masses of the population; moulding a har-

moniously developed man.
These transformations will bring about a qualitatively new

state of Soviet society, which will fully reveal the enormous
advantages of sociaUsm in all spheres of Hfe. Thus a historic

step will be made on the road to the highest phase of

communism. The Party always correlates its policy, economic
and social strategy, and the tasks of its organisational and
ideological work with the communist perspective.

II. The Economic Strategy of the Party

The task set by the Party to accelerate the social and
economic development of the country calls for profound
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changes primarily in the decisive sphere of human activity

—

the economy. A sharp turn is to be made towards the

intensification of production; every enterprise and every sec-

tor is to be reoriented towards the utmost and top-priority use

of quaUtative factors of economic growth. A transition must
be ensured to an economy of supreme organisation and
efficiency with comprehensively developed productive forces

and production relations, and a smoothly functioning eco-

nomic mechanism. The country's production potential should

double and be renewed fundamentally and qualitatively by
the year 2000.

These tasks are being tackled by the Party and the people
under the conditions of the further development of the

scientific and technological revolution, which is exerting

strong influence on all aspects of present-day production, on
the entire system of social relations, on man and his environ-

ment, and is opening up new prospects for considerably

raising labour productivity and for the progress of society as a
whole. The historical mission of socialism is to apply the

achievements of science, the most advanced and efficient

technology, and the growing force of people's creative and
collective labour in the building of communism.

Acceleration of Scientific and Technological Progress—the

Main Lever for Raising Efficiency in Production

The basic issue in the Party's economic strategy is the

acceleration of scientific and technological progress. A^new
technical reconstruction of the national economy is to be carried

out and the material and technical foundation of society

thereby transformed.
Of primary importance is a rapid renewal of the production

apparatus through extensive introduction of advanced tech-

nology, of the most advanced technological processes and
flexible production lines that make it possible quickly to put
out new products with maximum economic and social effect.

It is necessary to complete comprehensive mechanisation in

all sectors of the production and non-production spheres and
to take a major step to promote the automation of produc-
tion, involving a transition to automated shops and enter-

prises and automated control and design systems. Electrifi-

cation, chemicahsation, robotisation, and computerisation of
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production will be effected and biotechnology used on an

increasingly large scale.

The Party will facihtate in every way the further growth '

and effective use of the country's scientific and technological

potential and the development of scientific research which
opens up new opportunities for major, revolutionary changes

in the intensification of the economy. The introduction of the
,

latest achievements of science and technology in production,
\

management, public services, and everyday life must be en-

sured everywhere. Science will become in full measure a force

directly involved in production.

A considerable increase in labour productivity is to be

achieved on the basis of accelerating scientific and tech-

nological progress, radical changes in machinery and tech-

nology, and mobihsation of all technical, organisational,

economic and social factors. Without this, as Lenin taught,

"the full transition to communism is impossible". Labour
productivity is to be increased by 130-150 per cent in the

coming fifteen years as an important stage on the way to the

highest productivity.

Reserves for growth in labour productivity must be used
to the utmost at every association, every enterprise, and every

work-place. It is necessary to reduce the labour intensity of

products, to cut the waste of working time, to introduce up-

to-date machinery and technology, strengthen order and
discipline, improve norm-setting, broadly apply advanced
forms of scientific organisation of labour, raise production
standards, make work collectives more stable, and encourage
the efforts of inventors and innovators.

Scientific and technological progress should be aimed at a
radical improvement in the utilisation of natural resources, raw
and other materials, fuel and energy at all stages—from
extracting and comprehensive processing of raw materials to

the output and use of end products. The rates of reduction of
material intensity, metal intensity and power intensity per unit

of national income must be increased. Saving of resources will

become the decisive means of meeting the increase in the

requirements of the national economy in fuel, energy, and raw
and other materials.

Utmost improvement in the technical level and quality of

products is at the centre of the Party's economic policy and all

practical work. Soviet products should incorporate the latest

achievements of scientific thought, meet the highest technical,
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economic, aesthetic and other consumer demands, and be

competitive on the world market. Improving product quahty
is a rehable way of more fully meeting the country's require-

ments in comm.odities and the population's growing demand
for a variety of goods. Poor quality and rejects mean wasted
material resources and labour. The Party will actively support

efforts to maintain the reputation of the Soviet trade mark.
The quahty of products should be a matter of professional

and patriotic pride.

The effectiveness of scientific and technological progress

depends not only on an increase in the output of the latest

technical facilities, but also on the better use of fixed assets,

and an increase in the output of products per unit of equip-

ment, per square metre of production space. The present

downward trend in output-assets ratio is to be overcome, and
in the long run this ratio is to be increased.

Accelerated scientific and technological progress is mak-
ing greater demands on the general and vocational edu-
cation of working people. The course of improving the entire

system of training personnel and raising its skills, of ensuring,

on a planned basis, a balance between the number of work-
places and manpower resources in all economic sectors and
regions of the country will be pursued.

The drive for all-round intensification and rationahsation

of production, for its highest efficiency on the basis of
scientific and technological progress is being organically com-
bined, under the socialist system of planned economy, with
the implementation of the humanitarian goals of Soviet

society, with full employment and the steady improvement of
all aspects of life.

Structural Reorganisation of Social Production

The switchover to intensification calls for serious struc-

tural changes in the economy. The national economy should be
able to change flexibly and promptly in line with advances in

science and technology, in social and individual requirements.

There must be faster development of sectors essential for

scientific and technological progress and for the successful

solution of social tasks, an optimal correlation between con-
sumption and accumulation, and a better balance between the

manufacture of the means of production and consumer
goods, between sectors in the agro-industrial complex. The
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social orientation of the economy will be strengthened and a

turn will be made consistently to assure a more complete
'

satisfaction of the Soviet people's growing requirements.

In this connection new demands are being made on
investment policy. It is being called upon to ensure a higher
effectiveness of capital investments, their concentration in the

key sections that are essential for the prompt achievement of
the highest economic effect and a balanced development of
the economy, and the highest increment in output and
national income per rouble spent. Emphasis must be shifted

from new construction projects to technical re-equipmicnt and
reconstruction of existing enterprises, with a considerable

increase in the share of funds spent on these purposes in the

overall volume of productive capital investments, and with
greater spending on equipment and machinery. The top-

priority task is to improve the correlation between capital

investments in resource-extracting, processing and consuming
sectors and to redistribute funds in favour of the sectors

which ensure the acceleration of scientific and technological

progress.

Making the Soviet economy the most highly-developed

and powerful one in the world calls for further development
of heavy industry as the basis of economic strength.

The Party assigns to machine-building the key role in

applying the latest achievements of science and technology.

Higher growth rates in machine-building are the basis for

scientific and technological progress in all sectors of the

national economy and for maintaining the country's defences

at a proper level, and represent the main trend in the long-

range development of the economy. Machine-building is

called upon to manufacture systems and sets of machinery,
equipment and instruments of the highest technical and
economic standards so as to ensure revolutionary changes in

the technology and organisation of production, manifold
increase in labour productivity, reduction in material intensity

and power intensity, improvement in product quality, and
higher returns on capital. Priority will be given to the develop-
ment of machine-tool building, electrical engineering, the

microelectronic industry, computer engineering and instru-

ment-making, the entire branch of information science as the

real catalysts for scientific and technological progress.

We must strengthen the potential of and effect a qualita-

tive improvement in metallurgy, the chemical industry, and
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other sectors of heavy industry that produce structural

materials, continuously broaden the range and improve the

quahty of materials, and increase the output of new, highly

economical and advanced types.

The effective development of the country's fuel-and-energy

complex is a most important task. Consistent satisfaction of
the country's growing requirements for various types of fuel

and energy requires improvement in the structure of the fuel-

and-energy balance, accelerated development of the nuclear

power industry, large-scale utilisation of renewable sources of
energy, and vigorous and purposeful work to save fuel and
energy resources in all sectors of the national economy.

An indispensable condition for social and economic prog-
ress is the further strengthening and improved efficiency of
the agro-industrial complex, and a full satisfaction of the

country's requirements in its produce. The task is to complete
the transfer of agriculture to an industrial basis, introduce
everywhere scientific systems of farming and intensive tech-

nologies, improve the utilisation of soil and raise its fertility,

achieve a significant increase in the yield of agricultural crops
and in livestock productivity, build up the fodder base, ensure
stability in agricultural production, reduce its dependence on
unfavourable natural and climatic conditions, and rule out
losses in harvested farm crops and livestock produce. Agro-
industrial integration and inter-farm cooperation will be con-
solidated; the machinery, technology and organisation of
production, procurement, transportation, storage and proces-
sing of agricultural produce will be raised to a new level.

Collective and state farms, and agro-industrial associ-
ations and enterprises that form the backbone of socialist

agriculture are called upon to contribute decisively to satisfy-

ing the country's requirements in agricultural produce. At the

same time subsidiary farms run by enterprises and individual

plots of citizens, as well as collective gardening, will be used to

replenish the food resources.

The CPSU will direct efforts towards accelerated growth
in the production of consumer goods and the entire sphere of

services to satisfy completely the needs of the Soviet people.

Enterprises, associations and organisations in all sectors of
the national economy should be involved in this.

In perfecting the integral national economic complex of
the country the Party assigns an important role to technical

retooling and the more efficient performance of sectors of the
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production infrastructure—the systems of electric power, oil

and gas supply, communications and information back-up.

Special attention will be paid to developing an integrated

transport system, upgrading all its links, and developing a
ramified network of well-appointed roads.

The task is essentially to raise technical and economic
standards in construction, turn construction work into an
integral industrial process, improve the quality and reduce the

cost of design and construction work, and cut down the

time taken to complete construction projects and to bring

them up to design capacity.

The Party will continue to devote undivided attention to

improving the distribution of the productive forces, an effort

which should ensure the economy of social labour and the

comprehensive and highly efficient development of each
region. The economies of all Union republics will develop
further through the greater social division of labour, and their

contribution to the satisfaction of the requirements of the

country will grow. The task is further to improve the structure

of the existing territorial-production complexes and of econ-

omic ties, and to bring enterprises that process raw materials

as close as possible to the places where those materials are

extracted. It is necessary to use to a fuller extent the possibi-

lities offered by small and medium-sized towns and workers'
settlements, to locate within them speciahsed production
facilities linked to the manufacture of products under co-prod-

uction arrangements with major enterprises, to the processing

of agricultural and local raw materials, and to the provision

of services to the population.

Accelerated development of the productive forces in

Siberia and the Soviet Far East remains a component part of
the Party's economic strategy. In developing new regions it is

of special economic and political importance strictly to ensure

the comprehensive fulfilment of production tasks and the

development of the entire social infrastructure so as to im-

prove people's working and Hving conditions.

In charting economic development prospects, the CPSU
proceeds from the need to improve foreign economic strategy

and more fully to utiHse the possibilities offered by the

mutually advantageous international division of labour and,

above all, the advantages of socialist economic integration.

Foreign economic, scientific and technical contacts will be
extended, and progressive structural changes will be intro-
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« duced in the sphere of export and import in order to raise the

r efficiency of the national economy and guarantee indepen-

dence from capitaHst countries in strategically important

areas.

Improvement of Socialist Production Relations, the System of

Economic Management and Its Methods

Constant improvement of production relations, which
should always correspond to the dynamically developing

productive forces, and identification and resolution in good
time of non-antagonistic contradictions arising between them
are vital prerequisites for accelerating socio-economic prog-

ress.

Consolidation and enhancement of social ownership of the

means of production, which is the foundation of the economic
system of socialism, will remain at the centre of the Party's

attention. The task is to increase the degree to which produc-
tion is socialised, to raise the efficiency of its planned organi-

sation, and steadily to improve the forms and methods of

utilising the advantages and potentials of the property belong-

ing to all the people.

An upsurge of productive forces in agriculture, the de-

velopment of inter-farm cooperation and agro-industrial in-

tegration will help bring about a further drawing together,

and in the future a fusion, of collective-farm and cooperative

property and the property of all the people. This will be a

result of the all-round development and strengthening of both
forms of socialist ownership, ever fuller utilisation of the

possibilities of the collective-farm and cooperative sector of
the economy.

The Party will persevere in fostering in v/ork collec-

tives and in every worker a sense of co-ownership of social

property, take the necessary measures to protect socialist

property, prevent all attempts to use it for self-serving ends,

eradicate methods of appropriation of material benefits that

are alien to sociaUsm, and ensure the constitutional right of

citizens to personal property.

The Party attaches great significance to improvement of

relations in the sphere of distribution which have a notable

effect on enhancing collective and personal interest in the

development of social production and on the standards and
mode of life of the people. A policy will be consistently

implemented of ensuring the most effective distribution of
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the social product and national income, and making sure that

the mechanism of distribution serves as a reUable barrier to

unearned incomes and to levelling in pay, a barrier to every-

thing that contradicts the norms and principles of sociaUst

society. It is necessary to have strict control over the measure
of work and the measure of consumption, to increase the

interest of collectives and of every worker in achieving better

national economic results, and skilfully to combine moral and
material incentives in work.

An urgent task is further to develop relations in the sphere

of economic exchange. It is necessary to increase the stability

of economic ties, ensure a dynamic correlation between
demand and supply, improve the circulation of material and
money resources and accelerate the turnover of circulating

assets.

To raise production efficiency and improve distribution,

exchange and consumption it is important to use commod-
ity-money relations more fully, in conformity with the new
content inherent in them under socialism. It is necessary to

promote greater economy and control over the amount and
quality of work by using monetary means, to employ the

whole arsenal of economic levers and incentives, to con-

solidate the state budget and to increase the buying power of
the rouble.

The acceleration of the social and economic development
of the country demands continuous improvement in the guid-

ance of the national economy, reliable and effective function-

ing of the economic mechanism comprising diverse and flex-

ible forms and methods of management, and their correspon-

dence to changing conditions of economic development and
the character of the tasks being fulfilled.

Improvement of management should be based on a more
efficient and comprehensive use of the advantages and possi-

bilities of the socialist planned economic system and eco-

nomic laws, and take full account of the changes in productive
forces and production relations and of the growth of edu-
cational standards, consciousness, qualifications and ex-

perience of the broad mass of the working people. It should
ensure an optimal combination of personal interests and the

interests of work collectives and of different social groups
with the interests of the entire state, the interests of all the

people, and in this way use them as the motive force of

economic growth.
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The entire system of management should be directed

towards augmenting the contribution of every element of the

national economy to attaining the supreme goal—to satisfy

to the fullest extent the requirements of society. The all-

round increase of this contribution with a minimum ex-

penditure of all resources is an immutable law of socialist

economic management, and the basic criterion for evaluating

the performance of various sectors, associations and enter-

prises, of all production units.

There must be a consistent implementation of the Leninist

principles of m.anagement and, above all, of the principle of

democratic centralism v/hich reflects the unity of both of its

basic elements—enhanced efficiency of centralised guidance
and a considerable broadening of the economic autonomy
and responsibility of associations and enterprises.

The attention of central management bodies should be
concentrated to an increasing degree on fulfilling the

strategic tasks of economic and social development, and
on implementing in practice a uniform policy in the spheres of
scientific and technological progress and capital investments,

of structural changes in the national economy, the proportion-
ality of social production, the strengthening of the system of

planned state reserves, distribution of the productive forces,

payment for work, social security, prices, tariffs, finances,

accounting and statistics.

The Party considers it necessary to raise the efficiency of
planning as an instrument for carrying out its economic
policy. Planning should be an active lever for accelerating the

social and economic development of the country, for in-

tensifying production on the basis of scientific and tech-

nological progress, implementing progressive economic deci-

sions and ensuring balanced and dynamic economic growth.
Qualitative indices reflecting the efficiency of utiUsation of
resources, the scale of output of new products and the growth
of labour productivity on the basis of the achievements of
science and technology should occupy a central place in plans.

It is vital to tackle economic and social tasks comprehen-
sively, organically combine long-term, five-year and annual
plans, raise the scientific standards of planning, enhance
discipline in carrying out plans, ensure priority of the interests

of the entire state, and decisively put a stop to all manifes-
tations of departmentahsm and parochialism, red tape and
voluntarism. The finance-and-credit system must be substan-
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tially improved, and its role in raising production efficiency

and strengthening the money turnover system and cost ac-

counting must be enhanced.

Developing the principles of centralised management and
planning, the Party, in the fulfilment of strategic tasks, will

vigorously carry out measures to enhance the role of the main
production element—associations and enterprises, and con-

sistently follow a line towards broadening their rights and
economic autonomy and increasing their responsibility and
interest in achieving good final results. Day-to-day manage-
ment work should be concentrated at the local level—in work
collectives.

The Party considers it necessary to develop and improve
further the effectiveness of cost accounting and consistently to

switch enterprises and associations over to full-scale cost

accounting, while enhancing economic leverage and reducing

the number of indices set by higher organisations. The activity

of associations and enterprises will be regulated to an ever

fuller extent by long-term economic norms which give scope
to initiative and creativity in work collectives. Measures to

improve management from above should be combined with
the development of collective forms of organisation and
stimulation of work at a grass-roots level. The system of levers

and incentives should give real advantages to work collectives

that are successful in accelerating scientific and technological

progress, put out better products and increase the profit-

ability of production. The opportunities and rights of associ-

ations and enterprises to use money earned to develop pro-

duction, provide material incentives for the work force and
resolve social questions will grow.

Wholesale trade will expand, the role of direct ties and
economic contracts between the consumer-enterprises and
manufacturers of products will grow, and so will the influence

of the consumer on the technical standards and quality of
products.

Price-formation must be improved to ensure that prices

reflect more accurately the level of socially indispensable

inputs and the quality of products and services, that they

stimulate more actively scientific and technological progress,

thrift in the use of resources, improvement of technical,

economic and consumer qualities of products and introduc-

tion of all things new and advanced, and that they promote
greater economy.
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The CPSU sets the task of consistently improving the

organisational structure of the management of the national

economy at all levels, reducing the managerial apparatus and

doing away with its excessive elements. It is necessary to

improve the management of major national economic com-
plexes and groups of interrelated and similar sectors; to

achieve a rational combination of large, medium-sized and
small enterprises, and of sectoral and territorial management;
to extend the network and improve the performance of

production and research-and-production associations; to

deepen specialisation; and to develop integration and cooper-

ation in production.

The attention of inter-sectoral and sectoral manage-
ment bodies will be concentrated on the most important

trends in the development of various sectors and on the

introduction of scientific and technological achievements.

They should be responsible for meeting fully the requirements

of the national economy and the population for products of

the range and variety that have been decided on. The role and
responsibility of republican and local bodies in managing
economic, social and cultural development and in meeting the

needs of the v/orking people will grow, and the powers of

these bodies will be broadened.
In its work to improve economic guidance the

CPSU will consistently pursue a line towards developing

the working people's creative initiative and their increased

involvement in the process of managing production, a line

towards enhancing the role of work collectives in drafting

plans and making economic decisions, in implementing meas-
ures in the field of social and economic development at

enterprises, and in finding and mobilising the internal reserves

of production. Thriftiness, the efficient use of public funds,

rational use of every rouble, eradication of mismanagement,
and elimination of various non-productive expenditures and
losses—this is the cause of the entire Party, all the people,

every work collective, every worker.

The development of socialist emulation is a subject to

which the Party gives constant attention. It is one of the most
important spheres for encouraging the creativity of working
people, one of the chief means of self-expression and social

recognition of the individual. Guided by the Leninist prin-

ciples of openness and the possibihty to compare results and
to draw on advanced experience, we must improve the or-
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ganisation and enhance the efficiency of emulation, root out

formahsm and stereotypes, and develop the spirit of initiative,

comradely cooperation and mutual assistance. Of great signi-

ficance is all-round support for the initiative and creativity of
the people in accelerating scientific and technological prog-

ress, increasing labour productivity, ensuring the thrifty use

of resources, improving production efficiency and output
quality while reducing output costs, ensuring an efficient

work rhythm with timely fulfilment of contractual obhgations
and achieving better national economic results.

III. The Social Policy of the Party

The Party regards social policy as a powerful means of
accelerating the country's development, heightening the la-

bour and socio-political activity of the masses, moulding the

new man, and affirming the sociahst way of Hfe, and as a

major factor of political stability in society. It proceeds from
the belief that the influence of social policy on growing
economic efficiency—on all aspects of public life—will in-

tensify. The CPSU considers undiminishing concern for solv-

ing the social questions of labour, everyday needs and culture,

for meeting the interests and requirements of the people to be

the supreme aim of the activity of all state and economic
bodies and public organisations.

The Party defines the principal tasks of social policy as

follows:— a steady improvement of the living and working con-
ditions of Soviet people;— the implementation to an ever fuller extent of the

principle of social justice in all spheres of social relations;

— a drawing closer together of all classes and social

groups and strata, overcoming essential distinctions between
mental and physical work, between town and countryside;— the perfection of relations between nations and ethnic

groups; strengthening the fraternal friendship of the peoples

and nationalities of the country.

Raising the Weil-Being and Improving the Living and
Working Conditions of Soviet People

The production and intellectual potential created in the

Soviet Union, and the tasks of accelerating the country's
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social and economic development make it necessary and pos-
sible to achieve notable progress in attaining "full well-being

and free, all-round development for all the members of
society" (Lenin).

The CPSU sets the task of improving the well-being of

Soviet people so as to give it a qualitatively new dimension, of

ensuring that the level and structure of consumption of
material,, social and cultural benefits will correspond most
fully to the aim of moulding a harmoniously developed,
spiritually rich individual and creating the necessary con-
ditions for the full application of the abilities and talents

of Soviet people in the interests of society.

Already in the next fifteen years it is planned to double the

volume of resources channelled into meeting the requirements
of the people.

The Party attaches special importance to enhancing the

creative content and coUectivist character of work, improving
its efficiency, and encouraging highly skilled and highly pro-

ductive labour for the good of society. All this will help make
work a prime vital necessity for every Soviet person.

The task ahead is to continue to carry out a series of
scientific, technological, economic and social measures aimed
at ensuring full and effective employment of the population,

and granting to all able-bodied citizens the possibility to work
in their chosen sphere of activity in accordance with their

inclinations, abilities, education and training, with due ac-

count of the needs of society.

A consistent policy will be carried out to decrease

considerably the amount of manual work, reduce substan-

tially, and in the future eliminate altogether, monotonous,
arduous physical and low-skilled work, ensure healthy, hy-

gienic conditions and introduce better production safety

norms in order to prevent industrial accidents and occup-

ational diseases. Intensification and increased efficiency of

production and labour productivity will open up in the future

new possibilities for reducing working hours and extending

the period of paid hohdays.

The Party will continue to do everything necessary to raise

steadily the real incomes of working people and further to

improve the well-being of all strata and social groups in

accordance with the country's economic possibilities.

Payment according to work done remains the principal

source of v/orking people's incomes during the first phase of
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communism. The system of wages and salaries must be
improved constantly so that it fully corresponds to the prin-

ciple of payment according to the amount and quality of

work done, with due account of the conditions and results of

work, stimulates the upgrading of workers' skills and labour

productivity, and promotes better output quality and the

rational use and saving of all types of resources. It is on this

basis that the wages and salaries of working people should

grow and their living standards improve. As social wealth

grows, the size of minimum wages will increase and the policy

of reducing personal income taxes will be carried on. The
Party attaches fundamental significance to the resolute elimi-

nation of unearned incomes, the eradication of all deviations

from the socialist principles of distribution.

Accelerated growth and im.provement of the distribution

of socia! consumption funds will continue. These funds are to

play an increasing role in the development of the state system

of free public education and free public health service and
social security, in improving the conditions of rest and recre-

ation for working people, in lessening the differences that are

objectively inevitable under socialism in the material status of
citizens, families and social groups, in evening out socio-

economic and cultural conditions for the upbringing of chil-

dren and in helping to improve radically the well-being of
low-income groups of the population.

A task of foremost importance is to meet completely the

growing demand of the population for high-quality and diverse

consumer goods—foodstuffs, durable and beautiful clothing

and footwear, furniture, commodities for cultural needs, and
sophisticated household appliances and goods.

Domestic retail trade and public catering will be further

developed. Their material and technical basis will be im-

proved and the standards of service will be raised. Consu-
mers' cooperatives, which are to improve trade in the coun-
tryside, organise the purchase of farm produce grown by the

population and the marketing of agricultural products, will

also be further developed. The collective-farm market will

continue to play a significant role. A policy of retail prices

will be pursued in the interests of increasing people's real

incomes.

It is planned to carry out large-scale measures for the

setting up of a modern, highly developed service sector. An
increase in the volume of services, a broadening of their range
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and improvement of their quality will make it possible to meet
more fully the growing demand of the population for various

types of communal, transport, everyday, social and cultural

services, to make housework easier, and to create better

conditions for rest and a meaningful use of free time. The
service industry will expand at an accelerated rate in the

countryside and in the regions now being developed.

The Party considers as a matter of special social signific-

ance an accelerated solution of the housing problem, which
will ensure that by the year 2000 practically every Soviet

family will have their own living quarters—an apartment or

an individual house. This end will be served by the large scale

of state-funded housing construction, more extensive develop-
ment of cooperative and individual house building, as well as

reconstruction, renovation and better upkeep of the available

housing and stricter control over its distribution. Special

attention will be devoted to the quality of housing construc-

tion, to improving the standards of comfort, layouts and
technical equipment of apartments and houses.

Higher demands will be made on the architecture, land-

scaping and planning of urban and rural settlements. Such
population centres should be a well thought-out arrangement
of production zones, residential districts, public, cultural,

educational and child-care institutions, trade and service

establishments, sports facilities, and public transport, ensur-

ing the best conditions for work, everyday life and rest. The
practice of encouraging people to contribute funds for the

improvement of living conditions, cultural and recreation

facilities, tourism and other activities will be broadened.
A matter of primary importance is building up the

health of Soviet people and prolonging the period of their

active life. The Party sets the task of satisfying completely the

requirements of urban and rural residents everywhere for all

types of medical services of a high standard, and of radically

improving the quality of medical services. To this end it is

planned: to introduce a universal system of medical check-ups
for the population; to extend further the network of mother-
and-child-care centres, clinics, hospitals and sanatoria and to

equip them with modern medical facilities; and to ensure the

necessary supply of medicines, medical equipment and sani-

tation and hygiene means.
Physical training and sports are a factor of everyday life.

Their importance is growing in improving people's health, in
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the harmonious development of the individual and in prepar-

ing youth for work and the defence of their homeland. Efforts

should be made to ensure that every person cares for his

physical fitness from an early age, has a knowledge of hygiene

and medical aid and has a healthy way of Ufe.

The CPSU attaches great significance to showing more
care for the family. The family plays an important role in

building up the health of the younger generation and in its

upbringing, in ensuring the economic and social progress of

society and in improving demographic processes. It is in the

family that one's basic character, one's attitude to work and
to moral, ideological and cultural values take shape. Society is

vitally interested in having families that are stable and
spiritually and morally healthy. Proceeding from this, the

Party considers it necessary to pursue a policy of strengthen-

ing the family and rendering assistance to it in the perform-
ance of its social functions and in the upbringing of children,

a policy of improving the material, housing and living con-

ditions of families with children and of newly married cou-
ples. There must be a more profound cooperation between the

family, the school and the work collective; it is necessary to

enhance the responsibility of parents for the upbringing of

children, as well as the responsibility of children for the well-

being of parents, for their secure old age.

A matter of continuing concern to the Party is a further

improvement of the status of mothers. To this end favourable

conditions will be created that will enable women to combine
motherhood with active participation in work and social

activities. Special attention will be devoted to mother-and-

child care, and the period of pre-natal and child-care leave

will be extended. The network of sanatoria, rest homes and
boarding houses that accommodate families on holiday will

be expanded. Diverse forms of employing women will be

further developed. Sliding work schedules, a shorter working
day, and work at home will be introduced on a wider scale in

accordance with the wishes of women.
A broad range of measures will be implemented to create

the necessary conditions for the upbringing of the younger
generation. In the near future the demand of the population
for child-care establishments will be met in full. The net-

work of Young Pioneer and work-and-sports camps. Young
Pioneer houses, and scientific and technical and creative arts

centres and stations will be expanded. The norms of expendi-
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tures on catering in pre-school and vocational training es-

tablishments and in children's homes will grow.

The Party stresses the need to give considerably more
attention to the social problems of young people and, above all,

to develop and more fully satisfy those interests and require-

ments of young people that are socially significant, in the

sphere of work and everyday life, education and culture,

professional advancement and promotion, and rational use of

free time.

The CPSU will continue to show constant concern for

improving the material status of labour and war veterans, senior

citizens, disabled persons, and the families of soldiers killed

on duty, for providing social, medical and cultural services to

them. The sizes of pensions and, above all, minimum pensions

and those granted earlier will be periodically increased. The
level of pensions provided to collective farmers will gradually

approach that established for production and office workers.

The network of homes for the aged and disabled will be

further developed and the conditions of upkeep in such homes
will be improved. Labour veterans with valuable experience

will have more opportunities to work in accordance with their

capabilities and to be involved in public hfe and educational

work; this is a matter of major social and economic
importance.

The harmonious interaction between society and nature,

between man and the environment is acquiring ever growing
significance in improving the life of the people. Socialist

society, which consciously builds its future, manages the

use of nature in a planned and thrifty manner and is in the

vanguard of mankind's struggle to preserve and augment
the natural wealth of our planet. The Party considers it

necessary to exercise greater control over nature management
and to conduct ecological education on a wider scale.

Overcoming Class Differences and the Formation of a Socially

Homogeneous Society

An important law of the development of social relations at

the present stage is the drawing closer together of the working
class, the collective-farm peasantry and the intelligentsia, and
the establishment of a classless structure of society with the
working class playing the decisive role in that process.
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The political experience of the working class, its high level

of consciousness, organisation and will provide a rallying

point for our society. The growth of the general educational

and cultural standards and skills, and of the labour and socio-

political activity of the working class enhances its vanguard
role in perfecting socialism, in building communism.

In the course of consistently implementing the Party's

agrarian policy, agricultural work is turned into a variety of

industrial work and the substantial social differences and
differences in cultural and service standards between town
and country are being eliminated. The way of life and the

character of work of the peasants are becoming increasingly

similar to those of the working class. Overcoming the differen-

ces between these classes and estabUshing a classless society

in our country will take place mainly in the historical frame-

work of the first, socialist phase of the communist formation.

Revolutionary transformations of the productive forces

are leading to an increase in the share of brain work in the

activities of the broad mass of workers and collective-farm
peasants. At the same time, the numerical strength of the

intelligentsia is growing and its creative contribution to ma-
terial production and other spheres of public life is increasing.

This promotes a gradual elimination of the substantial dif-

ferences between physical and brain w^ork and the drawing
closer together of all social groups. The complete elimination

of these differences and the formation of a socially homoge-
neous society will take place at the supreme phase of com-
munism. At the same time, as long as such differences exist,

the Party considers it a matter of foremost importance to take

careful account in its policies of the distinctive features

characterising the interests of the classes and social groups.
Much attention will be given to evening out the working and
living conditions of the population in different regions of the

country.

The role of work collectives in the social structure of Soviet

society is growing. The Party is helping in every way to bring

about a situation in which every work collective will become
an effective social cell of socialist self-government by the

people and day-to-day genuine participation ofworking people
in the solution of questions related to the work of enterprises,

institutions and organisations, and of the development and
application of the creative energies of the individual. It

considers it necessary to enhance in a purposeful manner the
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influence of work collectives on all spheres of the life of

society, to extend their rights and at the same time to increase

their responsibihty for carrying out specific tasks of eco-

nomic, social and cultural development.

Further Flourishing and Drawing Closer Together of Socialist

Nations and Nationalities

The CPSU takes full account in its activities of the

multinational composition of Soviet society. The path that

has been traversed provides convincing proof that the nation-

alities question inherited from the past has been successfully

solved in the So\iet Union. Characteristic of the national

relations in our country are both the continued flourishing of
the nations and nationalities and the fact that they are steadily

and voluntarily drawing closer together on the basis of equality

and fraternal cooperation. Neither artificial prodding nor
holding back of the objective trends of development is ad-

missible here. In the long-term historical perspective this

development will lead to complete unity of the nations.

The CPSU proceeds from the fact that in our socialist

multinational state, in which more than one hundred nations
and nationalities work and Hve together, there naturally arise

new tasks of improving national relations. The Party has
carried out, and will continue to carry out such tasks on the
basis of the tested principles of the Leninist nationalities

policy. It puts forward the following main tasks in this field:— all-round strengthening and development of the in-

tegral, federal, multinational state. The CPSU will continue to
struggle consistently against any manifestations of parochial-

ism and national narrow-mindedness, while at the same time

showing constant concern for further increasing the role of

the republics, autonomous regions and autonomous areas in

carrying out countrywide tasks and for promoting the active

involvement of working people of all nationalities in the work
of government and administrative bodies. Through creative

application of the Leninist principles of sociaHst federalism

and democratic centraUsm, the forms of inter-nation relations

will be enriched in the interests of the Soviet people as a whole
and of each nation and nationality;

— a buildup of the material and intellectual potential of
each republic within the framework of the integral national

economic complex. Combining the initiative of the Union
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and autonomous republics, autonomous regions and auto-

nomous areas with central administration at the countrywide

level will make possible the more rational use of the country's

resources and of local natural and other features. It is

necessary consistently to deepen the division of labour be-

tween the republics, even out the conditions of economic
management, encourage active participation by the republics

in the economic development of new regions, promote inter-

republican exchanges of workers and specialists, and broaden
and improve the training of qualified personnel from among
citizens of all the nations and nationalities inhabiting the

republics;

— development of the Soviet people's integral culture,

which is socialist in content, diverse in its national forms and
internationahst in spirit, on the basis of the greatest achieve-

ments and original progressive traditions of the peoples of the

USSR. The advancement and drawing together of the nation-

al cultures and the consolidation of their interrelationships

make mutual enrichment more fruitful and open up the broad-
est possibihties for the Soviet people to enjoy everything

valuable that has been created by the talent of each of the

peoples of our country.

The equal right of all citizens of the USSR to use their

native languages and the free development of these languages

will be ensured in the future as well. At the same time learning

the Russian language, which has been voluntarily accepted by
the Soviet people as a medium of communication between
different nationalities, besides the language of one's nation-
ality, broadens one's access to the achievements of science
and technology and of Soviet and world culture.

The Party proceeds from the belief that consistent im-

plementation of the Leninist nationalities policy and a

strengthening in every way of the friendship of the peoples are

part of the effort to perfect socialism and a way that has been
tested in social practice of ensuring the further floiwishing of
our multinational socialist homeland.

IV. Development of the Political System
of Soviet Society

Established as a result of the socialist revolution, the

dictatorship of the proletariat played the decisive role in
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creating the new society, and in the process it, too, underwent
changes. With the abohtion of the exploiter classes the func-

tion of suppressing the resistance of the overthrown exploiters

gradually faded away and full scope was given to accomplish-

ing its foremost, constructive tasks. Having fulfilled its his-

torical mission, the dictatorship of the proletariat has

evolved into a political power of all working people, while the

proletarian state has become a state of the whole people. It is

the main tool for perfecting socialism in our country, while on
the international scene it performs the functions of upholding

the socialist gains, strengthening the positions of world social-

ism, countering the aggressive policy of imperialist forces and
developing peaceful cooperation with all nations.

The CPSU believes that at the present stage the strategic

line of development of the political system of Soviet society

consists in advancing Soviet democracy and increasingly pro-

moting socialist self-government by the people on the basis of

active and effective participation of working people, their col-

lectives and organisations in decision-making concerning the

affairs of state and society.

The leading force in this process is the Party, the nucleus

of the political system of Soviet society. It exercises guidance
over the work of all other parts of this system—the Soviet
state, the trade unions, the Young Communist League, the
cooperatives and other public organisations reflecting the
common and specific interests of all sections of the popu-
lation, of all the nations and nationalities of the country.
Acting within the framework of the Constitution, the CPSU
directs and coordinates the work of state and public organi-

sations and sees to it that each of them fully carries out its

functions. In all its activities the Party sets an example of serving
the interest s ofthe people and observing the principles ofsocialist
democracy.

The Party makes sure that the principles of socialist self-

government by the people are consistently applied in the
administration of society and the state, that is, that the work
of administration is not only carried out in the interests of
working people but also becomes naturally, and to an ever
greater extent, a direct concern of working people themselves,
who, to use Lenin's words, know no authority except the
authority of their own unity.

The Party will continue to work to ensure that the socio-
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economic, political and personal rights and freedoms of

citizens are extended and enriched and that ever more favour-

able conditions and guarantees are created for their full

exercise. Soviet citizens have every possibility to express and
exercise their civic will and interests and enjoy all the benefits

of socialism. Soviet citizens' exercise of their rights and
freedoms is inseparable from the performance of their consti-

tutional duties. It is an immutable political principle of

socialist society that there are no rights without duties and no
duties without rights. The CPSU will continue its persistent

efforts to make sure that every Soviet citizen is educated in a

spirit of awareness of the indivisibility of his rights, freedoms

and duties.

It is a matter of key importance for the Party's policy to

develop and strengthen the Soviet socialist state and increas-

ingly reveal its democratic nature as a state of the whole
people and its creative and constructive role.

The CPSU makes constant efforts to improve the work of

the Soviets of People's Deputies—the political foundation of

the USSR, the main element in sociaUst self-government by
the people. The Party attaches great significance to perfecting

the forms of the people's representation, to developing the

democratic principles of the Soviet electoral system and to

ensuring free, comprehensive discussion of the candidates'

personal and professional qualities so that the most capable

and respected representatives of the working class, collective-

farm peasantry and the people's intelligentsia of all the

nations and nationalities of the country are elected to the

Soviets. In order to improve the work of the Soviets and
infuse fresh blood into them, in order that more millions of

people will go through the school of running the state, the

composition of deputies to the Soviets will be systematically

renewed at elections.

The CPSU makes a constant effort to facilitate the work
of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and the Supreme Soviets

of the Union republics of consistently perfecting legislation,

effectively resolving the key problems of home and foreign

policy within their sphere of responsibilities, exercising vigor-

ous guidance over the Soviets of People's Deputies and
checking on the work done by the agencies under them. The
role and responsibility of local Soviets in ensuring the com-
prehensive economic and social development of their respec-

tive regions, in implementing tasks of local significance and in
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coordinating and checking on the activities of organisations

in their areas will continue to grow.
All conditions should be created for the strict fulfilment of

Lenin's instructions that the Soviets should be bodies that

not only make decisions but also organise and check on their

implementation. Soviets at all levels should apply ever more
fully democratic principles of work, including collective, free

and constructive discussion and decision-making; publicity;

criticism and self-criticism; the deputies' regular reporting

back to the constituencies and their accountability to them to

the extent of being recalled before the expiration of their term
of office for having failed to justify the voters' confidence;

control over the work done by executive and other bodies;

and extensive involvement of citizens in the work of
administration.

The Party will unswervingly conduct a policy of de-

mocratising administration, the process of working out and
adopting decisions of state importance, which ensures selection

of optimal solutions and the consideration and comparison of
different opinions and proposals put forward by the working
people. The range of matters to be decided on only after

discussion in work collectives, standing commissions of the
Soviets, and trade union, YCL and other public organisations
will broaden. The more important draft laws and decisions
will be submitted for countrywide discussion and put to a

popular vote. The task is to continue to improve the system of
summing up and fulfilling mandates given by electors to their

candidates in elections and other suggestions and proposals
from citizens and of studying public opinion, and to enable
the people to be better informed about the decisions taken
and the results of their implementation.

Of particular importance is the broadening of the rights

and a heightening of the activity of work collectives in all

matters of managing production, social and cultural develop-
ment and in the political life of society. Steps will be taken to

enhance the role of general meetings and councils of work
collectives and the responsibility of the management for the
fulfilment of their decisions, and to introduce the election of
foremen, heads of sections and leaders of other production
units.

It is a matter of great importance to improve the perform-
ance of the state apparatus and all other administrative
bodies. The Soviet apparatus serves the people and is ac-



countable to the people. It should be highly competent and
efficient. It is necessary to work for a streamlining of the

administrative machinery, a reduction of costs and elimi-

nation of redundant jobs, persistently to eradicate manifes-

tations of red tape, formahsm, departm.entaUsm and par-

ochialism and get rid of incompetent and inert officials

without delay. Careless work, abuse of office, careerism,

striving for personal enrichment, nepotism and favouritism

should be relentlessly rooted out and punished.

The Party considers it necessary to abide strictly by the

principle of accountability of the staff of state bodies and
extend the system of filling vacancies through election or

competition. It is necessary persistently to implement the

principle of collective decision-making, with each executive

remaining personally responsible for the work done;

members of the staff should be judged objectively by their

practical work and there should be effective control over the

actual fulfilment of the decisions taken.

The CPSU will actively help to raise the efficiency of state

and public control. It regards the participation of working
people in People's Control bodies as an important way of
increasing their political maturity and heightening their ac-

tivity in protecting public interests, and of fostering a

statesmanlike approach to matters and a caring attitude to

public property.

It has been and remains a matter of unremitting concern
to the Party to strengthen the legal foundation of the life of the

state and society, ensure strict observance of socialist law and
order, and improve the work of judicial bodies, the work of

supervision by agencies of the Procurator's Office, and the

work of justice and internal affairs bodies. Relying on
the support of work collectives, public organisations and all

working people, state bodies are obliged to do everything

necessary to ensure the safety and good condition of sociahst

property, protect the personal property of citizens, their

honour and dignity, wage an unrelenting struggle against

crime, drunkenness and alcoholism, prevent offences of any
kind and remove their causes.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union regards defence

of the socialist homeland, a strengthening of the country's

defences and the ensuring of state security as one of the most
important functions of the Soviet state.

From the standpoint of the country's internal conditions
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our society does not need an army. But as long as there exists

the danger of imperialism starting aggressive wars and mil-

itary conflicts, the Party will be paying unflagging attention

to enhancing the defence capacity of the USSR, strengthening

its security and ensuring the preparedness of its Armed Forces

to rout any aggressor. The Arm.ed Forces and the state

security bodies should display high vigilance and be always

ready to cut short imperialism's intrigues against the USSR
and its allies.

The leadership exercised by the Communist Party over the

country's military development and the Armed Forces is the

basis for strengthening the defences of the sociahst homeland.

It is under the Party's guidance that the country's policy in

the field of defence and security and the Soviet military

doctrine, which is purely defensive in nature and geared to

ensuring protection against an outside attack, are worked out

and implem.ented.

The CPSU will m.ake every effort to ensure that the Soviet

Armed Forces remain at a level that rules out strategic

superiority of the forces of imperialism, that the Soviet state's

defence capacity continues to be improved in every way and
that military cooperation between the armies of the

fraternal socialist countries is strengthened.

The Party will continue to make constant efforts to ensure

that the combat potential of the Soviet Armed Forces is a

firm union of military skill, a high level of technical ca-

pability, ideological staunchness, organisation and discipHne

of the officers and men and their loyalty to their patriotic

and internationalist duty.

The CPSU considers it necessary in the future as well to

increase its organising and directing influence on the Armed
Forces' activities, strengthen the principle of one-man leader-

ship, broaden the role and influence of the political bodies
and Party organisations of the Army and the Navy and make
sure that the Armed Forces' vital links with the people will

become still stronger. It is the duty of every Communist, every
Soviet citizen to do everything possible to maintain the
country's defence capacity at an adequate level. Defence of the

socialist homeland and military service in the ranks of the

Armed Forces are an honourable and sacred duty of Soviet

citizens.

The Party attaches foremost importance to enhancing the

role of public organisations, which are important component
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parts of the system of socialist self-government by the people.

The CPSU regards it as its task to promote the continued

growth of the prestige and influence of the trade unions, which

are the most broadly-based organisations of the working
people, a school of administration, a school of economic
management and a school of communism. The trade unions
are to discharge their main functions consistently: to do
everything possible to help increase public wealth, improve
the working people's working and everyday-life conditions

and recreation facilities, protect their rights and interests, be
constantly involved in the communist education of the people

and draw them into the management of production and
the affairs of society, and strengthen conscious labour
discipline.

It is the task of trade-union organisations to take an even
more active part in promoting socialist self-government by
the people and in solving the fundamental questions of the

development of the state, economy and culture, interact more
closely with the Soviets and other organisations of the work-
ing people, raise the standards of the socialist emulation

movement and of the effort to disseminate advanced ex-

perience and promote its wider application, develop social

forms of control over the observance of the principles of
social justice and help work collectives exercise the powers
vested in them.

The CPSU justly regards as its active helpmate and
dependable reserve the AU-Union Leninist Young Communist
League, a public political organisation whose membership of
many milHons represents the advanced section of Soviet

youth. The Party will continue to increase the YCL's role in

the education of the younger generation, in the improvement
of the work of the Young Pioneer organisation, and in the
practical implementation of the tasks of speeding up the
country's social and economic development. Exercising gui-

dance over the YCL, the CPSU pays special attention to

strengthening its ranks organisationally and politically and
enhancing the independent character of the youth league. The
YCL should persistently promote the labour and social ac-

tivity of young people, instill in them a Marxist-Leninist
world outlook and high political and moral standards and
help them become aware of their historical responsibility for

the future of sociaHsm and the world.
The Party helps to improve the work of the cooperatives

—
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collective farms, consumer and home-building cooperatives

and other cooperative organisations and associations, regard-

ing them as an important form of socialist self-government

and an effective means of developing the national economy.
The CPSU will facilitate a further heightening of the

activity of the unions of workers in the arts, of scientific,

science and technology, cultural and educational, sport, defence

and other voluntary societies and people's social activity bodies.

In fulfilhng their functions, these organisations are to make
an ever greater contribution to furthering the Party's policy

and work for the all-round expression and satisfaction of the

interests of the working people united in them, and for

enhancing the Soviet people's civic initiative and sense of
responsibility.

V. Ideological and Educational Work, Public

Education, Science and Culture

The Party will do everything necessary for using in full

measure the transforming force of Marxist-Leninist ideology

to accelerate the country's social and economic development,
and will conduct purposeful work for the ideological, po-
litical, labour and moral education of the Soviet people
and for moulding harmoniously developed, socially active in-

dividuals combining cultural wealth, moral purity and a perfect

physique.

The CPSU regards it as the main tasks of its ideological

work to educate the working people in a spirit of high
ideological integrity and dedication to communism, Soviet

patriotism and proletarian, socialist internationahsm, and a
conscientious attitude towards work and public property, to

make cultural and intellectual treasures ever more readily

available to the people and to eradicate the morals that

contradict the socialist way of life.

The Party proceeds from the conviction that a person's
education is inseparable from his practical involvement in

constructive work for the benefit of the people, in public Hfe

and in solving the tasks of social, economic, and cultural

advancement. Detachment from reality and its problems
dooms ideological and educational work to abstract instruc-
tion and empty rhetoric, leading it away from the pressing tasks
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of building communism. Ideological work should be charac-

terised by close links with social practice, profound ideo-

logical and theoretical content and taking account fully and
accurately of the realities of domestic and international life

and of the growing intellectual requirements of the working
people; it should be close to the people, truthful, well argued
and comprehensible.

Unity of word ancj deed—the most important principle of
all Party and state activities—is also an indispensable require-

ment of political and educational work. Active participation

in this work is a duty of all leading cadres, a duty of every

Communist.
The Party puts forward the following tasks:

In the Field of Ideological and Educational Work

The shaping of a scientific world outlook. Socialism has
given Soviet society's intellectual and cultural life a scientific

world outlook based on Marxism-Leninism, which is an
integral and harmonious system of philosophical, economic
and socio-political views. The Party considers it its most
important duty to continue creatively developing Marxist-
Leninist theory by studying and generaUsing new phenomena
in Soviet society, taking into account the experience of other

countries of the socialist community and the world commun-
ist, working-class, national hberation and democratic move-
ments and analysing the progress in the natural, technical and
social sciences.

The CPSU will work unremittingly so that all Soviet

people can thoroughly study the Marxist-Leninist theory,

raise their political awareness, consciously participate in the

shaping of the Party's policy and actively implement it.

Labour education. In educational work the Party focuses

its attention on instilling in all Soviet citizens deep respect and
readiness for conscientious work for the common good, be it

mental or physical work. Labour is the main source of'

society's material and cultural wealth, the principal criterion

of a person's social status, his sacred duty and the cornerstone

of his communist education. The Party will make continued

efforts to increase the prestige of honest, efficient work,
encourage labour initiative and innovation and strengthen the

principles of the communist attitude towards work.
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The affirmation of communist morality. In the gradual

advancement towards communism the creative potential of

communist morality, the most humane, just and noble mo-
rality, based on devotion to the goals of the revolutionary

struggle and the ideals of communism, manifests itself ever

more fully. Our morality has assimilated both universal

moral values and the norms of conduct and norms governing

relations between people, which have been established by the

popular masses in the course of their centuries-old struggle

against exploitation, for freedom and social equality, for

happiness and peace.

The communist morality upheld by the CPSU is as fol-

lows:— a collectivist morality, the fundamental principle of

which is "One for all and all for one". This morality is

incompatible with egoism and selfishness; it harmoniously

blends the common, collective and personal interests of the

people;— a humanistic morality, which ennobles the working

man, is filled with a deep respect for him and is intolerant of

infringements upon his dignity. It asserts truly humane re-

lations between people—relations of comradely cooperation

and mutual assistance, good will, honesty, simplicity and
modesty in private and public Hfe;

— an active, vigorous morality, which stimulates one to

ever new labour achievements and creative accomplishments,

and encourages one to take a personal interest and be

involved in the affairs of one's work collective and of the

entire country, to be implacable in rejecting everything that

contradicts the socialist way of life and to be persistent in the

struggle for the communist ideals.

Patriotic and internationalist education. The Party will

continue to work tirelessly so that in every Soviet citizen

feelings of love for the country of the October Revolution

where he was born and grew up, and pride for the historic

accomphshments of the world's first sociaUst state are com-
bined with feehngs of loyalty to proletarian, socialist inter-

nationalism, of class solidarity with the working people of the

fraternal countries, with all who are fighting against imperial-

ism, and for social progress and peace.

The CPSU and the Soviet state want to see feelings of
friendship and fraternity uniting all nations and nationalities

of the USSR, a high standard of relations between national-
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ities and intolerance of any manifestations of nationalism,

chauvinism, national narrow-mindedness or egoism, as well

as attitudes and traditions that hinder the communist renov-

ation of life become part of every Soviet citizen.

An important task of the Party in its ideological and
educational work continues to be that of providing military-

patriotic education and ensuring that everyone is prepared to

defend the socialist homeland, to give it all his energies and, if

necessary, to sacrifice his life for it.

Legal education. The Party attaches great importance to

instilling in people a high sense of civic responsibility, respect

for Soviet laws and the rules of sociaUst conduct, irreconcil-

ability to any violations of socialist legahty, and a readiness to

take an active part in the maintenance of law and order.

Atheistic education. The Party uses ideological means for

the broad dissemination of a scientific materialist world
outlook, and for overcoming religious prejudices, while at the

same time respecting the feelings of believers. While calling

for the strict observance of the constitutional guarantees of

freedom of conscience, the Party condemns attempts to use

religion to the detriment of society and the individual. A
highly important aspect of atheistic education consists in

heightening the people's labour and public activity, raising

their educational level, and the broad dissemination of new
Soviet traditions and customs.

The struggle against manifestations of alien ideology and
morals and all negative phenomena, connected with the ves-

tiges of the past in the minds and behaviour of people as well

as with shortcomings in the practical work in various fields of

public life, with delays in solving urgent problems, is an
integral part of communist education. The Party attaches

paramount importance to the steady and consistent eradi-

cation of violations of labour discipline, embezzlement and
bribery, profiteering and parasitism, drunkenness and hoolig-

anism, private-owner psychology and money-grubbing,
toadyism and servility. It is essential to make full use of both
the power of public opinion and the force of law for combat-
ting these phenomena.

Struggle against bourgeois ideology. The acute struggle

between the two world outlooks on the international scene

reflects the opposition of the two world systems—socialism

and capitalism. The CPSU regards it as its task to tell people

the truth about real socialism, about the domestic and foreign
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policy of the Soviet Union, actively to advocate the Soviet

way of life and vigorously to expose in a well-argued manner

the anti-popular, inhuman and exploitative nature of imperial-

ism. It will instill in Soviet people a high level of political

awareness, vigilance, and the ability to assess social pheno-

mena and uphold the ideals and spiritual values of socialism

from clear-cut class positions.

The mass information and propaganda media play a grow-
ing role in the hfe of society. The CPSU will m.ake every effort

to ensure that the media analyse trends and phenomena in

domestic and international Hfe as well as economic and social

phenomena in depth, that they actively support everything

new and advanced, and call attention to pressing issues of

concern to the people and suggest ways of solving them. The
press, television and radio networks should provide people

with news coverage and commentary that are politically clear

and purposeful, profound, prompt, informative, vivid and
comprehensible. The Party will continue to render the press

and all other mass media ready assistance and support in their

work.

Special attention will be devoted to developing television

broadcasting, ensuring that radio and TV programmes are

increasingly available to the population, making the broad-
casts richer in content and more interesting and raising their

ideological and artistical level.

It is essential to resolutely eliminate any manifestations of

pompous verbosity and formalism in ideological, educational,

and propaganda work. All the forms and means of this work
must help mobihse the people for fulfilling the tasks facing the

country by ensuring broad publicity of the work of the Party
and state bodies and pubhc organisations, direct and frank

discussions with people, and by shaping public opinion and
promoting its influence on practical matters. The CPSU will

take constant care of strengthening the material foundation of
ideological work.

In the Field of Public Education

The Party consistently pursues a policy of educating and
training conscientious, highly-educated people fitted for both
physical and mental work, for energetically accompHshing



their jobs in the national economy, in various fields of public

and state life, in science and in culture. The genuinely popular
system of education estabUshed in the USSR has brought
knowledge within the reach of all citizens and made it possible

within a historically short span of time to eliminate wide-

spread illiteracy and introduce universal secondary education.

The CPSU will continue improving the public education

system, taking into account the need to accelerate social and
economic development, the prospects of communist construction

and the requirements of scientific and technological progress.

The reform of the general education and vocational training

school now being effected in the country is based on the

creative development of Lenin's principles of a uniform
polytechnical labour school; it is aimed at raising still higher
the standards of instruction and education of the young, and
making them better prepared for their future labour activity,

and geared toward gradually introducing universal vocational
training. Schools are called upon to instill in their pupils love

for their homeland, collectivism and respect for the elderly,

for their parents and teachers, to impart to the younger
generation a keen sense of responsibility for the quality of
their study and work and for their conduct, and also to

encourage student self-administration. As the planned
measures are carried out, the vocational training and general

education forms of schooling will continue to develop and
draw closer together, with their eventual merging.

In keeping with the demands of scientific, technological

and social progress, the system of secondary speciahsed and
higher education will be further developed. It should respond
readily and timely to the requirements of production, science

and culture and meet the national economy's needs for

specialists with high professional standards, ideological and
political maturity and organisational and managerial skills.

The Party attaches much significance to developing the sys-

tem of advanced training which, combined with the system

of correspondence and evening courses, will offer favourable

opportunities for all working people to continue their edu-

cation, steadily increase and refresh their knowledge and raise

their general cultural and professional levels.

The Party will show unfailing concern for the teaching

staff and for strengthening and extending the material found-
ation of the entire system of education.
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In the Field of Science

Science is playing a growing role in developing the produc-
tive forces, perfecting social relations, creating fundamentally

new kinds of equipment and technology, raising labour pro-

ductivity, developing natural resources in the depths of the

earth and the ocean, exploring outer space and protecting and
improving the environment.

The Party's policy in the field of science is designed to

create favourable conditions for dynamic progress in all areas

of knowledge; concentrate personnel, and material and financial

resources in the more promising areas of research called upon to

accelerate the accomplishment of planned economic and social

tasks and society's cultural advancement; and ensure a reliable

defence capability of the country.

Dialectical materialistic methods have been and remain
the chief, tried-and-tested basis for progress in the natural

sciences and social studies. They should be creatively further

developed and skilfully apphed in research and in social

practice.

Soviet science is called upon to take leading positions in

the principal areas of scientific and technological progress and
to provide effective and timely solutions to current and long-

term production, social and economic problems. It is impor-
tant to ensure priority development of fundamental, ex-

ploratory research and ensure prompt implementation of

scientific ideas in the national economy and other fields of

endeavour. The organisational and economic forms of the

integration of science and production and of directing scien-

tific and technological progress should be continuously up-

dated; the scale of topical applied research and experimental

design projects and their efficiency should be increased. It is

essential to strengthen the interaction of scientific work col-

lectives at research institutions, higher educational establish-

ments and in production.

Social science workers should focus their attention on
studying and thoroughly analysing the experience of world
developnient and the building of the new society in the USSR
and other socialist countries, the dialectics of productive
forces and relations of production and of the material and
cultural spheres under sociahsm, the general laws governing
the formation of the communist system and the ways and
means of ensuring gradual movement towards its highest
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stage. An urgent task facing social sciences at the present

stage is to provide the scientific analysis of the objective

contradictions in socialist society, work out sound recom-
mendations on how to overcome them, and make reliable

economic and social forecasts.

The processes under way in the communist, working-class

and national liberation movements, as well as in capitalist

society should be studied most thoroughly. The course of
world development confronts mankind with quite a few
questions of global importance. Science should furnish cor-

rect answers to these questions. Combatting bourgeois ide-

ology, revisionism and dogmatism has been and remains an
important task of the social sciences.

The Party supports bold exploration, competition of ideas

and trends in science, and fruitful discussion. Scholastic dis-

courses and passive recording of facts which do not provide
scope for daring conclusions of a general theoretical nature

are aUen to science, as are time-serving and loss of touch with
reality. The complex and multifaceted problems of today call

for a broader integration of the social, natural and technical

sciences. Forms of organisation of science that provide for an
interdisciplinary study of pressing problems, necessary

mobility of scientific personnel and a flexible structure of
scientific centres as well as effectiveness of research and
development must be introduced on a greater scale. It is vital

to enhance their role in the elaboration and fulfilment of
plans for economic and social development. An indispensable

condition for scientific progress is a constant influx of fresh

forces, in particular from the sphere of production, efficient

use of the creative potentialities of scientists, and active

support of their work according to their actual contribution

to solving theoretical and applied problems.

In the Field of Cultural Development, Literature and Art

The development of the multinational and truly popular

Soviet culture, which has won worldwide recognition, is a

historic achievement of our system. The great influence ex-

ercised by Soviet culture is due to its faithfulness to the truth

of life and to the ideals of socialism and communism^, to its

profound humanism and optimism, and its close links with

the people.
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The CPSU attaches much importance to a fuller and deeper

assimilation by working people of the values of intellectual and

material culture and to their active involvement in artistic

creative work. Steadily applying the Leninist principles of

cultural development, the Party will see to the aesthetic

education of the working people, in particular of the young
generations, based on the best works of national and world
artistic culture. Implementation of aesthetic principles will

provide an even greater inspiration to work, raise the stature

of man and enrich his everyday life.

The sphere of culture is called upon to meet the growing
requirements of various sections of the population, to provide

adequate opportunity for amateur artistic activity, to develop

talents, to enrich the socialist way of hfe, and to mould
healthy requirements and fine aesthetic values. For the suc-

cessful accomplishment of these tasks, the Party considers it

absolutely essential to improve the contents and methods of
cultural work, strengthen the material base of this work and
carry out intensive cultural development programmes in the

countryside and newly-developed regions.

The Party will promote in every way the role of

literature and art, which are called upon to serve the interests

of the people and the cause of communism, to be a source of

joy and inspiration for millions of people, to express their

will, sentiments and thoughts, and actively contribute to their

ideological development and moral education.

The main line of development of literature and art consists

in strengthening ties with the Hfe of the people, in a truthful

and highly artistic representation of socialist reality, in an
inspired and vivid portrayal of the new and advanced, and in

an impassioned exposure of everything which hampers social

progress.

The art of sociaHst realism is based on the principles of
partisanship and kinship with the people. It combines bold
innovation in truthful artistic representation of life with the

use and development of all the progressive traditions of
national and world culture. Workers in literature and art have
broad scope for truly free creative endeavour, for the profes-

sional mastery and for further development of diverse forms,

styles and genres of realism. As the cultural standards of the

people rise, the influence of art on the life of society and on its

moral and psychological climate is enhanced. This increases

the cultural workers' responsibility for the ideological orien-
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tation of their creative effort and for the artistic impact of

their work.
The CPSU takes a careful and respectful attitude to talent

and artistic search. At the same time it has always fought and
will continue to fight against the lack of ideological commit-
ment, the lack of discrimination in matters relating to a world
outlook and artistic dullness, relying in this on the unions of

creative workers, public opinion and Marxist-Leninist literary

and art criticism.

Soviet culture facilitates mutual understanding and the

drawing together of peoples and vigorously participates in the

struggle against the forces of imperiahsm, reaction and war.
Embodying the ideological values and diversity of the intel-

lectual life of socialist society and its humianism, it contributes

to world culture and manifests itself more and more forcefully

as a powerful factor in the cultural progress of mankind and
as a prototype of future communist culture.



PART THREE

THE TASKS OF THE CPSU ON THE
INTERNATIONAL SCENE, IN THE DRIVE
FOR PEACE AND SOCIAL PROGRESS

The international policy of the CPSU is based on
the humane nature of socialist society, which is free from
exploitation and oppression and has no classes or social

groups interested in unleashing war. It is inseparably linked

with the basic, strategic tasks of the Party within the country

and expresses the common aspiration of the Soviet people to

engage in constructive work and to live in peace with all

nations.

The main goals and directions of the international policy of

the CPSU are:

— provision of international conditions favourable to the

perfection of sociaHst society in the USSR and its advance to

communism; removal of the threat of world war and achieve-

ment of universal security and disarmament;— constant strengthening and expansion of cooperation
between the USSR and the fraternal socialist countries and
the utmost contribution to the consolidation and progress of
the world socialist system;— development of relations of equality and friendship
with newly free countries;— maintenance and development of relations between the
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USSR and capitalist states on a basis of peaceful coexistence

and businesslike, mutually beneficial cooperation;
— internationalist solidarity with Communist and revolu-

tionary-democratic parties, the international working-class

movement and the national Hberation struggle of the peoples.

The CPSU's approach to foreign-policy matters consists

in firm protection of the interests of the Soviet people and
resolute opposition to the aggressive policy of imperialism
combined with a readiness lor dialogue and constructive

settlement of international problems through negotiations.

The foreign-policy course for peace elaborated by the

Party and consistently pursued by the Soviet state in combi-
nation with the strengthening of the defence capability of the

country has ensured for the Soviet people and for most of the
world's population the longest perioa of peace in the 20th
century. The CPSU will continue to do everything it can to

secure peaceful conditions for the constructive work of the

Soviet people, to improve international relations, and to stop

the arms race that has engulfed the world, in order to avert

the danger of nuclear war, which looms over all peoples.

There is no loftier or more responsible mission than that

of safeguarding and strengthening peace and curbing the

forces of aggression and militarism for the sake of the hfe of
present and future generations. A world without wars and

without weapons is the ideal of socialism.

I. Cooperation with Socialist Countries

The CPSU attaches primary importance to the further

development and strengthening of relations of friendship

between the Soviet Union and other socialist countries.

The Party is seeking long-lasting comradely relations and

many-sided cooperation between the USSR and all the other

states of the world socialist system. The CPSU proceeds from

the belief that the cohesion of the countries of socialism meets

the interests of each of them and their common interests, and

promotes the cause of peace and the triumph of socialist

ideals.

The all-round strengthening of relations of friendship and
the development and perfection of ties between the Soviet
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Union and the other countries of the sociaHst community are a

matter of special concern to the Party.

The ruling Communist and Workers' parties are the

motive force of these countries' all-round cooperation. To
strengthen the cohesion of the Communists of the fraternal

countries and to ensure mutual enrichment of the practice of

guiding society, the CPSU will continue to help broaden the

inter-Party links that embrace Party organisations at all levels,

from Central Committees to primary Party organisations; it

will promote exchanges of opinions and experience both on a

bilateral and multilateral basis.

The CPSU will continue its policy of strengthening inter-

state relations between the Soviet Union and other socialist

countries, of affirming them in treaties and agreements, of

developing contacts between the legislative bodies and be-

tween the public organisations of these countries, and of

further stepping up their political cooperation in all forms.

Soviet Communists stand for the increasingly efficient

interaction of the fraternal countries on the international

scene with due regard for the situation and interests of each of

them and for the common interests of the community.

As long as the imperiaUst NATO military bloc exists, the

Party considers it necessary to help improve in every way
possible the work of the Warsaw Treaty Organisation as an
instrument of collective defence against the aggressive am-
bitions of imperiaUsm and of joint struggle for a lasting peace
and broader international cooperation.

In economic relations, the CPSU stands for a further

deepening of socialist economic integration as the material

foundation for drawing the sociahst countries closer together.

It attaches special importance to a consistent uniting of

efforts by the fraternal countries in key areas of intensifi-

cation of production and acceleration of scientific and tech-

nological progress in order to accomplish jointly a task of

historical significance, namely, that of advancing to the fore-

front of science and technology with the aim of further

improving the well-being of their peoples and strengthening
their security.

The Party proceeds from the belief that integration is

designed to contribute to an ever increasing extent to progress
in the sphere of social production and the socialist way of
life in the countries of the sociaHst community, to evening
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out more rapidly their levels of economic development and to

strengthening the positions of socialism in the world.

The CPSU will actively participate in the collective work
of the fraternal parties to coordinate their economic policies,

to improve the mechanism of their economic cooperation and
evolve new forms of cooperation, to deepen specialisation and
cooperation in production, to coordinate plans, to exchange
advanced experience and to develop direct links between
associations and enterprises. It will help enhance the role of
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance and broaden
economic, scientific and technical cooperation on the basis of
bilateral and multilateral programmes.

While considering equal and mutually beneficial economic
cooperation between socialist and capitalist states to be nat-

ural and useful, the CPSU at the same time believes that the

development of socialist integration should enhance the tech-

nical and economic invulnerability of the community with
regard to hostile actions by imperialism and to the influence

of economic crises and other negative phenomena that are

intrinsic to capitalism.

In the sphere of ideology, the CPSU stands for pooling the
efforts of the fraternal parties aimed at studying and using the
experience in building socialism and in the communist edu-
cation of working people, at developing the theory of Marx-
ism-Leninism while deepening its creative nature and uphold-

ing its revolutionary essence. An invigoration of collective

thought, a constant widening of exchanges of cultural and
intellectual values, and cooperation in science and culture

serve further to strengthen friendship between socialist coun-

tries.

The Party will continue to enhance awareness of the unity

and common historical destinies of the fraternal peoples.

Propagation of the truth about socialism, exposure of im-
perialist policy and propaganda, rebuffing of anti-commu-
nism and anti-Sovietism, and struggle against dogmatic and
revisionist views—these tasks are more easily accomplished
when Communists act in a single front.

The CPSU regards it as its internationalist duty, together

with the other fraternal parties, to consolidate the unity and
increase the strength and influence of the socialist community.
The outcome of the competition between socialism and capita-

lism and the future of world civilisation depend largely on the

strength of the community, on the success ofeach country in its
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constructive endeavours, and on the purposefulness and coor-

dination of their actions.

The experience of the development of the world socialist

system shows that socialism provides every opportunity both
for the society's confident advance and for the maintenance of
harmonious mutual relations between countries. But neither

comes of its own accord.

The levels of countries' economic and political develop-
ment, their historical and cultural traditions, and the actual

conditions in which they exist are different. The social de-

velopment of socialist countries does not always proceed in a

straightforward manner. Every major stage of this develop-
ment sets new complex tasks, whose accomplishment involves

struggle, search and the overcoming of contradictions and
difficulties.

All this, the CPSU is convinced, calls for utmost attention,

a constructive comparison of points of view and effective

solidarity so as to rule out any possibility for the rise of

differences that could harm common interests. Of special

importance are the coordination of actions in matters of
principle, comradely interest in each other's success, strict

carrying out of commitments, and a profound under-
standing of both national interests and common, inter-

national interests in their organic interconnection.

The formation and development of a new society are
taking place in a situation of sharp confrontation between the
two world systems. Seeking to weaken the positions of so-
ciaUsm and disrupt the mutual ties of sociaHst states, and
primarily ties with the Soviet Union, imperiahsm is employing
a whole range of differentiated measures—political, economic
and ideological. It tries to exploit problems that arise and
makes use of nationalistic sentiments for subversive purposes.
The CPSU proceeds from the belief that strong unity and
class solidarity among sociaHst countries are especially im-
portant in these conditions.

The experience of the USSR, of world socialism shows
that the most important factors in its successful advance are

the loyalty of the ruling Communist and Workers' parties to
the doctrine of Marxism-Leninism and a creative application
of that doctrine; firm links between the parties and the broad
mass of working people, an enhancing of the authority of the
parties and their guiding role in society, strict observance of
the Leninist norms of Party and state life, and development of
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government by the people under socialism; a sober consider-

ation of the actual situation, timely and scientifically sub-
stantiated solution of problems that arise; and the building of
relations with other fraternal countries on the principles of
socialist internationalism.

Whatever the characteristic features of each of the social-

ist countries, its level of economic development, size, and
historical and national traditions, all of them have the same
class interests. What unites the socialist countries and makes
them cohesive is of paramount importance and is immeasur-
ably greater than what may divide them.

The CPSU is convinced that the sociahst countries, fully

observing the principles of equality and mutual respect for

one another's national interests, will continue to follow the

road of ever greater mutual understanding and will draw
closer together. The Party will contribute to this historically

progressive process.

II. Strengthening Relations with Newly Free
Countries

Formulating its policy towards former colonial and semi-

colonial countries, the CPSU proceeds from the belief that the

embarking of the formerly enslaved peoples on the road of
independence, the emergence of dozens of new states and
their increasing role in world politics and in the world
economy are one of the distinctive features of the present

epoch.

The newly free peoples, as Lenin foresaw, are to play a

great role in the destinies of mankind as a whole. The CPSU
believes that these peoples' increasing influence should promote
to an ever greater extent the cause of peace and social progress.

The Party is consistently pursuing a policy of expanding
contacts between the Soviet Union and the newly free coun-
tries, and regards with profound sympathy the aspirations of
the peoples who had experienced the heavy and humiliating

yoke of colonial slavery. The Soviet Union is building its

relations with those countries on the basis of strict respect for

their independence and equality, and supports the struggle of

those countries against the neo-colonialist policy of imperi-

alism, against the survivals of coloniahsm, and for peace and
universal security.
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The Party attaches great importance to soHdarity and
pohtical and economic cooperation with socialist-oriented

countries. Every people creates, mostly by its own efforts, the

material and technical base necessary for the building of a

new society, and seeks to improve the well-being and cultural

standards of the masses. The Soviet Union has been doing

and will continue to do all it can to render the peoples

following that road assistance in economic and cultural de-

velopment, in training national personnel, in strengthening

their defences and in other fields.

The CPSU is developing closer relations with the revolu-

tionary-democratic parties of newly free countries. Especially

close cooperation has been established with those of them
that seek to base their activities on scientific socialism. The
CPSU stands for the development of contacts with all na-

tional progressive parties holding anti-imperialist and patriotic

positions.

Relations between the Soviet Union and newly free coun-

tries have demonstrated that there also exists a realistic basis

for cooperation with those young states that are following the

capitalist road of development. This basis consists in a

common interest in safeguarding peace, strengthening inter-

national security and ending the arms race; in a sharpening

contradiction between the interests of the peoples and the

imperialist policy of diktat and expansion; and in an under-

standing by young states of the fact that political and econ-

omic ties with the Soviet Union help to strengthen their

independence.

However different the newly free countries may be from
one another and whatever road they follow, their peoples
share a common desire to develop independently and to run
their affairs without foreign interference. The Soviet Union is

in full solidarity with them. The CPSU does not doubt that it

is the sacred right of the newly free countries to decide their

own destinies and to choose their own type of social system.

The CPSU supports the just struggle waged by the coun-
tries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America against imperialism

and the oppression of transnational monopolies, for the

assertion of the sovereign right to be master of one's own
resources, for a restructuring of international relations on an
equal and democratic basis, for the establishment of a new
international economic order, and for the deliverance from
the burden of debt imposed by the imperiahsts.
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The Soviet Union is on the side of the states and peoples
repulsing the attacks of the aggressive forces of imperialism

and upholding their freedom, independence and national

dignity. Solidarity with them in our time is also an important
aspect of the general struggle for peace and international

security. The Party regards it as its internationalist duty to

support the struggle of the peoples who are still under the

yoke of racism and who are victims of the system of apart-

heid.

The CPSU regards with understanding the goals and
activities of the non-aligned movement and stands for an
enhancement of its role in world politics. The USSR will

continue to be on the side of the non-aligned states in their

struggle against the forces of aggression and hegemonism and
for settling disputes and conflicts that arise through negoti-

ations, and will be opposed to the involvement of those states

in military and political groupings.

The CPSU stands for the equal participation of newly free

countries in international affairs and for an increase of their

contribution to the solution of the most important problems
of our time. The interaction of those countries with socialist

states is vastly important for strengthening the independence
of the peoples, improving international relations and preserv-

ing peace.

The alliance of the forces of social progress and national

liberation is a guarantee of a better future for mankind.

III. Relations with Capitalist Countries.

The Struggle for a Lasting Peace
and Disarmament

The CPSU proceeds from the belief that the historical

dispute between the two opposing social systems, into which

the world is divided today, can and must be settled by
peaceful means. Socialism proves its superiority not by force

of arms, but by force of example in every area of the life of

society—by the dynamic development of the economy,
science and culture, by an improvement in the Hving standards

of working people, and by a deepening of sociaHst democracy.

Soviet Communists are convinced that the future belongs

to socialism. Every people deserves to Hve in a society that is
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free from social and national oppression, in a society of
genuine equality and genuine democracy. It is the sovereign
right of an oppressed and exploited people to free itself from
exploitation and injustice. Revolutions are a natural outcome
of social development, of class struggle in every given

country. The CPSU believed and continues to believe that the

"export" of revolution, the imposition of revolution on
anyone from the outside, is unacceptable in principle. But the

"export" of counterrevolution in any form, too, is a gross

encroachment on the free expression of will by the peoples, on
their right independently to choose their way of development.

The Soviet Union is strongly opposed to attempts forcibly to

check and reverse the march of history.

The interests of the peoples demand that inter-state re-

lations be directed onto a path of peaceful competition and
equal cooperation.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union firmly and
consistently upholds the Leninist principle of peaceful coexis-

tence of states with different social systems. The policy of
peaceful coexistence as understood by the CPSU presupposes:

renunciation of war and the use or threat of force as a

means of settling disputed issues, and the settlement of such

issues through negotiations; non-interference in internal af-

fairs and respect for the legitimate interests of each other; the

right of the peoples independently to decide their destinies;

strict respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states and the inviolability of their borders; cooperation on
the basis of complete equality and mutual benefit; fulfilment

in good faith of com_mitments arising from generally recog-

nised principles and norms of international law and from
international treaties concluded.

These are the basic principles on which the Soviet Union
builds its relations with capitalist states. They have been
affirmed in the Constitution of the USSR.

The CPSU will purposefully help to bring about a uni-

versal affirmation in international relations of the principle

of peaceful coexistence as a generally recognised norm of
inter-state relations that will be observed by everyone. It

believes that the extension of ideological differences between
the two systems to the sphere of inter-state relations is

inadmissible.

The Party will work for the development of the process of
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international detente, regarding it as a natural and essential

stage on the road to the establishment of a comprehensive
and rehable security system. The experience of cooperation
shows that there is a real prospect for this. The CPStJ stands
for the creation and use of international mechanisms and
institutions that would make it possible to find optimal

correlations between national, state interests and the common
interests of mankind. It stands for enhancing the role of the
United Nations in strengthening peace and developing inter-

national cooperation.

The nuclear powers bear a special ' responsibility for the

situation in the world. The states possessing nuclear weapons
and other weapons of mass destruction must renounce the use

of or threat to use such weapons and refrain from steps that

would lead to an aggravation of the international situation.

The CPSU stands for normal and stable relations between
the Soviet Union and the United States of America, which
presupposes non-interference in internal affairs, respect for

each other's legitimate interests, recognition and practical

implementation of the principle of equality and equal se-

curity, and the building of the greatest possible mutual trust

on this basis. Differences between social systems and ideo-

logies should not lead to strained relations. There are object-

ive prerequisites for the development of fruitful and mutually
beneficial Soviet-US cooperation in various fields. It is the
conviction of the CPSU that the policies of both powers
should be oriented to mutual understanding rather than
hostility which is fraught with the threat of catastrophic

consequences for the Soviet and American people as well as

for other nations.

The Party is convinced that all states, big and small,

regardless of their potentials, geographic location, and social

systems, can and must participate in the search for solutions

to acute problems, in the normalisation of conflict situations,

and in carrying out measures to ease tensions and curb the

arms race.

The CPSU attaches great importance to the further de-

velopment of peaceful, good-neighbourly relations and cooper-

ation betv^een European states. An indispensable condition for

the stability of positive processes in this region, as in other

regions, is respect for the territorial and political realities

which emerged as a result of the Second World War. The
CPSU is strongly opposed to attempts to revise them under
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any pretext whatsoever and will combat any manifestation of
revanchism.

The Party will make consistent efforts to ensure that the

process of strengthening security, trust and peaceful cooper-

ation in Europe, which was launched on the initiative and
with the active participation of the Soviet Union, develops

and deepens, and comes to embrace the whole world. The
CPSU stands for the pooling of efforts by all interested states

for the purpose of ensuring security in Asia and for carrying

out a joint search by them for a constructive solution to the

problem. Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Pacific and the

Indian Oceans can and must become zones of peace and

good-neighbourliness.

The CPSU stands for the development of extensive long-

term and stable contacts between states in the sphere of the

economy, science, and technology on the basis of complete

equality and mutual benefit. Foreign economic cooperation is

of great political importance, for it helps to strengthen peace

and relations of peaceful coexistence between states with

different social systems. The Soviet Union rejects all forms of

discrimination and the use of trade, economic, scientific and
technical contacts as a means of exerting pressure, and will

work to ensure the economic security of states.

The CPSU stands for broad mutual exchanges of genuine
cultural values between all countries. Such exchanges should
serve humanitarian goals, namely, the cultural and intel-

lectual enrichment of the peoples and the consoHdation of

peace and good-neighbourliness.

The Soviet state will cooperate with other countries in

solving the global problems that have become especially acute

in the second half of the 20th century and that are of vital

significance to the whole of mankind. These include: environ-

mental protection, energy, raw materials, food and dem.og-
raphic problems, peaceful exploration of outer space and the

resources of the World Ocean, the overcoming of the economic
backwardness of many newly free countries, the eradication of
dangerous diseases, and other problems. The solution of these

problems calls for joint efforts by all states. It will be much
easier to solve these problems if the squandering of efforts and
resources on the arms race is stopped.

In the interests of mankind and for the benefit of all

nations, the CPSU and the Soviet state stand for an extensive

and constructive programme of measures aimed at ending the
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arms race, achieving disarmament, and ensuring peace and
security.

The CPSU, which considers general and complete disarma-
ment under strict and comprehensive international control to

be a historic task and is carrying out efforts to achieve it, shall

consistently be working for:

— restriction and narrowing of the sphere of military

preparations, especially those involving weapons of mass
destruction. First and foremost, outer space should be totally

excluded from that sphere so that it will not become the

scene of military rivalry and a source of death and destruc-

tion. Exploration and development of outer space should be
for peaceful purposes only, for the development of science

and production, in accordance with the needs of all nations.

The USSR stands for collective efforts in the solution of this

problem and will actively participate in international cooper-
ation to this end. The Soviet Union will also call for the

adoption of measures promoting the non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons and the estabhshment of zones free from
these and other weapons of mass destruction;— the complete elimination of nuclear armaments to be

carried out stage by stage till the end of the 20th century by
means of discontinuing the testing and production of all types

of these armaments, renouncing the first use of nuclear

weapons by all the nuclear powers, and freezing, reducing and
destroying all their stockpiles;

— an end to the production of other types of weapons of

mass destruction, including chemical weapons, their elimi-

nation, and a ban on the development of new types of such
weapons;— reductions in the armed forces of states, first and
foremost those which are permanent members of the UN
Security Council and countries that have military agreements
with them; limitations on conventional armaments; an end to

the development of new types of these armaments whose yield

approximates that of mass destruction weapons, and reduc-

tions in military spending;
— a freeze on, and reductions in, the number of troops and

armaments in the most explosive parts of the world, the

dismantling of military bases on foreign territory, and meas-
ures to build up mutual trust and lessen the risk of armed
conflicts, including those that might occur by accident.

The CPSU stands for overcoming the division of the world
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into military-political groupings. The CPSU is for the simul-

taneous dissolution of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty

Organisation, or, as a first step, the disbandment of their

military organisations. To lower confrontation between the

military blocs, the Soviet Union advocates the conclusion of a

treaty between them on the mutual non-use of force and the

maintenance of relations of peace, a treaty which would be

open to all other states as well.

The Party will make every effort to ensure that questions

of arms limitation and averting the threat of war are tackled

through honest and strictly observed agreements on the basis

of equality and equal security of the sides, in order to

preclude any attempt to conduct talks from a "position of

strength" and use them to cover up an arms buildup.

The Soviet state and its allies do not seek military superi-

ority, but at the same time they will not permit an upset in

the military-strategic equilibrium that has taken shape in the

world arena. Furthermore, they are consistently working to

ensure that the level of this equihbrium is steadily lowered,

the quantity of armam.cnts on both sides reduced, and the

security of all peoples guaranteed.

The CPSU solemnly declares: there are no weapons that the

Soviet Union would not be prepared to limit or ban on a

reciprocal basis with effective verification.

The USSR does not encroach on the security of any
country. West or East. It threatens no one and does not seek

confrontation with any state; it wishes to hve in peace with all

countries. The Soviet sociaHst state has been bearing high the

banner of peace and friendship among peoples since the Great
October Revolution. The CPSU shall remain loyal to this

Leninist banner.

IV. The CPSU in the International Working- Class
and Communist Movement

The CPSU is a component part of the international

communist movement. It regards its efforts to perfect socialist

society and advance onward to communism as a major inter-

nationalist task, the accomplishment of which serves the

interests of the world socialist system, the international

working class, and mankind as a whole.

77



Communists, having always been the most consistent

fighters against social and national oppression, are today also

in the forefront of the struggle for the preservation of peace
on earth and for people's right to hfe. They know well

wherein lie the causes of the threat of war, expose those who
are responsible for the aggravation of international tension

and the arms race, and strive to develop cooperation with all

those capable of making a contribution to the anti-war effort.

The CPSU takes into consideration the fact that Com-
munist and Workers' parties in the non-socialist world are

functioning in a complex and controversial situation. The
range of the circumstances and forms of their struggle is quite

broad. However, this expands rather than limits the opportu-
nities available to the movement. The diversity of forms of
activity practised by Communists enables them to take better

account of specific national conditions and concrete historical

circumstances, and of the interests of different social groups
and strata of the population.

The CPSU proceeds from the conviction that the Com-
munists in each country independently analyse and evaluate

situations and determine their strategic course, policies and
means of struggle for the immediate and ultimate goals, for

communist ideals. The experience accumulated by the

Communist parties is a valuable internationalist asset.

The CPSU thoroughly studies the problems and ex-

perience of foreign Communist parties. It regards with under-
standing their desire to improve their strategy and tactics, to

seek broader class aUiances on a platform of anti-monopo-
listic, anti-war activity, and to uphold the economic interests

and political rights of working people, proceeding from the

conviction that the struggle for democracy is a component
part of the struggle for socialism.

The imperialist circles in different countries are closely

coordinating their efforts aimed against socialism and all the

democratic forces and are trying to set Communist parties

against one another. In these conditions proletarian inter-

nationalism and comradely solidarity among Communists are

assuming ever greater importance.

The CPSU believes that disagreement over individual

issues should not interfere with international cooperation
among Communist parties and their concerted efforts.

In cases when divergences of views on individual problems
arise between fraternal parties, the CPSU considers it useful
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to hold comradely discussions to achieve better understanding

of each other's views and reach mutually acceptable ap-

praisals. But when the issue at hand is the revolutionary

essence of Marxism-Leninism, the substance and role of real

socialism, the CPSU will continue to uphold positions of
principle. This also determines the CPSU's attitude to all

attempts to destroy the class essence of the Communists'
activity and distort the revolutionary nature of the aims and
means of struggle for attaining them. Experience has shown
that any departure from the fundamental propositions of the
teaching of Marx, Engels, and Lenin weakens the potentials

of the communist movement.

In its relations with the fraternal parties, the CPSU firmly

adheres to the principle of proletarian internationalism, which
organically combines revolutionary solidarity with the recog-

nition of the full independence and equality of each party. On
the basis of this principle, the CPSU is actively developing its

ties with the Communist and Workers' parties, exchanging
information, and participating in bilateral and multilateral

meetings and regional and broader international conferences

held as the need arises.

Soviet Communists always side with their class comrades
in the capitahst world. The CPSU will use its international

prestige to defend Communists who fall victim to the ar-

bitrary rule of reactionaries. It has a high regard for the

solidarity of the fraternal parties and for their struggle against

anti-Sovietism. The mutual support of the Communist and
Workers' parties in the socialist and non-socialist countries is

an important factor for social progress.

The CPSU will continue its policy of developing ties with
socialist, social-democratic, ana labour parties. Cooperation
with them can play a significant role, first and foremost, in

the effort to prevent nuclear war. However great the diver-

gences between various trends of the working-class movement
might be, they present no obstacle to a fruitful and systematic
exchange of views, parallel or joint actions to remove the
threat of war, improve the international situation, eliminate
the vestiges of colonialism, and uphold the interests and rights

of the working people.

The Party attaches great significance to stimulating coop-
eration among all contingents of the international working-
class movement and expanding interaction between trade
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unions of diverse trends and youth, women's, peasant and
other democratic organisations in various countries.

Being fully aware of its historical responsibility to the

world's working class and its communist vanguard, the CPSU
will continue to work in the following directions:— to uphold the revolutionary ideals and the fundamen-
tals of Marxism-Leninism in the world communist movement,
creatively develop the theory of scientific sociahsm, con-
sistently fight against dogmatism and revisionism, against all

the influences of bourgeois ideology on the working-class
movement;— to do its utmost to promote cohesion and cooperation
among fraternal parties and the international solidarity of
Communists and to increase the communist movement's
contribution to the cause of preventing world war;
— to pursue a consistent policy aimed at achieving unity

of action in the international working-class movement,
among all working people in the struggle for their common
interests, for a lasting peace and the security of peoples, for

national independence, democracy, and socialism.



PART FOUR

THE CPSU—THE LEADING FORCE IN
SOVIET SOCIETY

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union has traversed a
path that is unprecedented in its depth and force of impact on
social development. Its ascent has been swift: from the first

Marxist circles through three people's revolutions to the

leadership of a great sociahst power.
The historic achievements of the Soviet people in building

a new society, their victory in the Great Patriotic War, the

country's confident advance towards ever higher stages of

socio-economic and cultural progress, and the growth of the

Soviet Union's influence on the course of world development
are inseparably linked with the Communist Party's activities.

It is the inspirer and organiser of the historical creative

activity of the people, our society's leading and guiding force.

Equipped v/ith Marxist-Leninist theory, the Party is determin-

ing the general prospects for the country's development,
ensuring a science-based leadership of the creative activities of

the people, and lending an organised, plan-based, and pur-

poseful character to the building of communism.
As a result of the fact that socialism has been built in the

USSR, that all sections of the working people have gone over
to the positions of the working class, and that the socio-
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political and ideological unity of Soviet society has been
consolidated, the Communist Party, while retaining its

class essence and ideology as the party of the working class,

has become the party of all the people. This predetermines
the revolutionary continuity, the class character of domestic
and foreign policy, and the entire activity of the CPSU.

In the new historical conditions, when the country is

confronted with important tasks in its internal development
and in the international arena, the Party's leading role in the
life of Soviet society inevitably grows, and higher demands are

made on the level of its political, organisational and ideo-

logical activity. This is predetermined by the following essen-

tial factors:

— growth in the scale and complexity of the tasks of
perfecting socialism and accelerating the country's socio-

economic development; the need to elaborate and implement
consistently a policy that ensures the successful fulfilment of
these tasks and an organic interconnection between the eco-

nomic, social, and cultural progress of society;— development of the political system, strengthening de-

mocracy and socialist self-government by the people by en-

hancing the political and labour enthusiasm of the masses,
extensively drawing them into administering production and
state and public affairs;

— the need for further creative development of Marxist-
Leninist theory, a profound comprehension of the experience

of building communism, a search for science-based and timely

answers to the questions posed by life, raising the social

consciousness of the working people, and the elimination of
the manifestations of petty-bourgeois mentality and ethics

and all deviations from the norms of the sociaHst way of hfe;— interest in deepening all-round cooperation, strength-

ening the unity of the socialist countries and the international

communist and working-class movement, solidarity with the

forces of national Hberation, and the struggle against bour-

geois ideology, revisionism, dogmatism, reformism, and
sectarianism;— complication of foreign-policy conditions in connec-
tion with the growing aggressiveness of imperiahsm, the need
to be more vigilant, to assure the country's security and to

make new, increasingly persistent efforts to curb the forces of
aggression, stop the arms race, rid mankind of the threat of
nuclear catastrophe and strengthen peace on earth.
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In carrying out the political leadership of society, the

CPSU will continue consistently to apply the time-tested

Leninist principles, assert the Leninist style in Party work, in

all fields of administration of the state and the economy,
enhance the science-based nature of its policy; the Party will

rely extensively on the collective wisdom and experience of

the people and will develop their social initiative. It at-

taches fundamental significance to the unity of ideological-

theoretical, political-educational, organisational and eco-

nomic activity, to the uncompromising struggle against any
stagnation and conservatism, to the creative quest for effec-

tive solutions to problems that arise.

The CPSU considers it necessary to take careful account

of the specific character of the functions of Party, state and
public bodies, to coordinate their work, to avoid duplication

of activities, to enhance the role of the Party Committees as

bodies of political leadership, to eliminate manifestations of
formalism and red tape, bureaucratic and other distortions in

the work of the administrative apparatus, to intensify control

over the fulfilment of Party decisions and economic plans, to

strengthen state and labour discipline and order, and to raise

organisational standards.

In the activity of all Party organisations and work collec-

tives, the CPSU will persistently instill a creative attitude,

efficiency, high responsibility and adherence to principles, as

well as an ability to evaluate the results attained objectively

and self-critically, to be attentive and sensitive towards

people, their needs and requirements.

The Party inseparably links the higher standards in the

guidance of state, economic, and cultural development with
further improvement in working with personnel. It considers it

vital that the Leninist principles of selecting and evaluating

personnel on the basis ofpolitical, business, and moral qualities

be strictly observed everywhere from top to bottom, and that

public opinion be given even greater consideration.

By its entire personnel policy the CPSU will facilitate the
promotion to leadership positions of Communists and non-
party people who are politically mature, possess high moral
standards, are competent and full of Initiative; the Party will

be more active in advancing women to positions of leader-

ship. The Party attaches fundamental importance to such
qualities in a leader as responsiveness to new ideas, closeness
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to people, readiness to undertake responsibility, a desire to
learn to work better, an ability to understand the political

meaning of economic management, and high demands on
one's self and on others.

The Party sees to it that young, promising workers work
side by side with members of the older generation who are
more experienced so that they might gain experience and the
necessary training. This is a natural process which provides
a rehable guarantee against inertia, stagnation, and volunta-
rism.

Confidence in personnel must be combined with exacting-
ness, with their greater personal responsibility to Party or-

ganisations and work collectives for the results of work and
maintenance of Party and state discipline, and with stricter

control by the people over the activity of managers. Each
manager should be fully accountable for the work entrusted
to him. He should estabUsh proper relations with people and
inspire them by personal example. No Party organisation, no
one should remain outside the sphere of control.

The development of the Party is characterised by a further

growth and strengthening of Party ranks, and an improvement in

inner-Party relations on the principle of democratic centralism.

Filling its ranks with the foremost representatives of the
working class, collective-farm peasantry, and the Soviet intel-

ligentsia, the Party increases its influence in various fields of
building communism. The CPSU considers it essential that

industrial workers hold a leading place in its social com-
position. A person's political and business qualities, honesty
and decency, readiness to devote all his or her energies to the
cause of communism remain the decisive condition for admis-
sion to the Party. Attempts to join the Party in order to make a

career should be stopped immediately.

Party membership gives no privileges; it implies only an
even higher responsibility for all that takes place within the

country, for the destiny of building communism and social

progress. Every Communist must be exemplary in work and
behaviour, in public and personal life. The strength of the

Party's links with the masses, its prestige among them de-

pends in large measure on how fully the vanguard role of the

Communists manifests itself. The Party will steadily raise its

demands on each Communist concerning his or her attitude

to duty and the honest and pure moral make-up of the Party
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member; it will appraise each member by his or her work and
deeds.

The CPSU believes that a guarantee of the successful

activity and of high creative enthusiasm of the Communists
lies in further developing and deepening inner-Party demo-
cracy, in strictly observing the Leninist norms of Party Hfe, in

promoting criticism and self-criticism, in ensuring greater

openness and publicity.

The Party will continue to base its work on the tested

principle of collectivity. To ensure its further implementation
and development, the CPSU considers it essential to enhance
the role and significance of Party meetings, plenary meetings,

conferences and congresses, and of Party committees and

bureaus as collective bodies of leadership, and to provide

favourable conditions for a free and businesslike discussion in

the Party of questions relating to its policy and practical

activity.

While working for the consistent practical implementation
of the democratic principles of inner-Party life, the CPSU
simultaneously devotes unremitting attention to strength-

ening Party discipline. Firm, conscious discipline on the

part of Party members is a necessary prerequisite for high

socialist discipline in all spheres of public life.

Successful Party activity and the growth of enthusiasm of
the Communists are inseparably linked with a further im-

provement in the work of the Party's primary organisations.

Since they are the political nucleus of work collectives, they
are called upon to contribute in every way possible to bring-

ing about the unity of the Party's policy and the vital creative

activity of the people.

The Party will always strengthen the unity and monolithic
cohesion of its ranks. It preserves in its arsenal of means the

organisational guarantees envisaged in the CPSU Rules
against any manifestation of factionaHsm and cliquishness.

The most important source of the Party's strength and invin-

cibility is the indestructible ideological and organisational cohe-

sion of the Party.

The CPSU proceeds from the Marxist-Leninist proposition

that people are the makers of history, and that the building of
communism is the work of their hands, energy, and minds. The
vital creative activity of the people is the guarantee of all our
achievements.

The Party exists for the people and sees the meaning of its
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activity in service to the people. The goals and tasks it sets

itself are an expression of the aspirations and vital interests of
the Soviet people. The Party will continue to work in a spirit

of high responsibility to the people, constantly broadening
and deepening its links with them and showing understanding
for people's needs and concerns. It regards as its duty const-

antly to consult working people on key issues of domestic and
foreign policy, carefully take into account public opinion, and
draw non-Party people on an ever broader scale into the work
of Party organisations. The more actively the Party is sup-

ported by the people, the more it influences the course of
social development.

In all of its activity the CPSU is invariably guided by the

time-tested Marxist-Leninist principles of proletarian, socialist

internationalism. It will contribute in every way possible to

promoting the cohesion of the international communist move-
ment on the basis of Marxism-Leninism, develop fraternal

ties with all the Communist and Workers' parties, actively

cooperate with them in the struggle for peace and against the
danger of a nuclear catastrophe, and support their struggle in

defence of the vital interests of the working people, for

national hberation, democracy and socialism.

This is the Programme of the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union.
The Party calls upon all the Communists, all working

people—workers, collective farmers, and members of the

intelligentsia—to take a most vigorous part in the implemen-
tation of the historical tasks set forth in the Programme. The
Party is confident that Soviet people, regarding the Pro-

gramme of the CPSU as their vital cause, will make every

effort to implement it.

To achieve a qualitatively new state of society by substan-

tially accelerating socio-economic progress—this is the Party

strategy. The all-round perfection of sociahsm will bring new
benefits to every family, to every Soviet citizen. It will lead to

a further flourishing of our socialist homeland and, fmally, to

the triumph of communism.
The onward march of our people to this cherished goal

will increase the attractive force of the ideas of Marxism-
Leninism, of transforming society on the principles of human-
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ism and social justice. They win the minds and hearts of

people by providing an example of better social organisation,

a steady growth of productive forces, by ensuring conditions

for creative work, for people's happiness and well-being,

resolutely rejecting wars of aggression, and affirming the

principles of peace and broad cooperation between peoples on

the basis of equality and universal security.

Communists, all the working people of our country, are

looking optimistically to the future. The Party is firmly

convinced that by the selfless labour effort of the Soviet

people, a creator and builder, the tasks set will be ac-

complished and the goals outlined achieved.

Under the leadership of the Party, under the banner of

Marxism-Leninism the Soviet people have built socialism.

Under the leadership of the Party, under the banner of

Marxism-Leninism the Soviet people will build a communist
society.



I

RESOLUTION
OF THE 27th CPSU CONGRESS

On the New Edition

of the Programme of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union

The Congress decides to approve the new edition

of the Programme of the Communist Party of the

Soviet Union.






