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PROGRAM FOR SURVIVAL  
THE COMMUNIST POSITION ON THE 

JEWISH QUESTION 

B y  A L E X A N D E R  B I T T E L M A N  

Introduction 
'I his is 11ic first national Communist. Party conference since 

the defeat of lirowderism, since the emergency Party couvcu-
tion in the summer of n>j;j. We have, since then, been consist­
ently improving our work, combatting revisionist opportunism 
and leftist icciarianism, and steadily strengthening our ties 
with the masses. 

This is the first national confluence to have he J ore it: a Patty 
resolution, which gives guidance and direction on major the­
oretical, political and oignm/.Hiional problems in the [cwish 
held. 

The resolution embodies the experiences of our Party in 
me Jewish field for over a quarter ol a century, in the course 
of which, it went through a number of stages of development. 
The hrst stage was that of autonomous "language federations," 
with lite Party ibclf being for a short while a federation of fed­
erations. Then came the stage of Party unification and cen-
iraiiz.ation, with the reduction of national group work to so-
called ".language wot Ik" in a very narrow sense. Finally, we 
have the present stage, whit its many-aided national group 
work on the basis of the Party's general program and under the 
direct guidance and control of the general leading bodies of 
the Party. 

Within the framework of the present Party approach to na­
tional groups, we must work for the elimination of the serious 
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weaknesses  in ,  and underes t imat ion of ,  the  impor tance  of  na­
t ional  group work.  

In  th is  connect ion,  and in  the  l ight  of  the  for thcoming 25th  
anniversary  of  the  Morning Frcihei l  in  Apr i l  1947,  i t  i s  in ter ­
es t ing  to  recal l  tha t  the  appearance  of  a  Communis t  organi­
za t ion among the  American Jewish workers ,  as  amongst  t i re  
workers  of  o ther  nat ional  groups  (Russ ian ,  Pol ish ,  Ukrainian ,  
e tc . )  preceded the  format ion of  the  Par ty  by severa l  months .  

Here  are  some memorable  dates .  
In  the  summer  of  1919,  a t  the  nat ional  (onveni ion of  the  

Jewish  Socia l i s t  Federa t ion (held  in  l ios ton) ,  the  Lef t -wing 
broke i t s  organizat ional  t ies  wi th  the  reformis ts .  Subsequent ly  
i t  he ld  i t s  own conference  and e lec ted  a  commit tee  charged 
wi th  the  responsibi l i ty  o l  ca l l ing  a  nat ional  convent ion lor  the  
organizat ion of  the  Jewish Communis t  Federa t ion.  The Con­
ference  a lso  des ignated "Dei  Kampl"  as  i t s  cent ra l  organ and 
e lec ted  i t s  edi tor .  The I .ef t -wing of  the  Jewish Socia l i s t  Fed­
era t ion was  a  leading par t  of  the  nat ional  Lef t -wing of  the  
Socia l i s t  Par ly ,  which organized the  Communis t  Par ty  in  
.September ,  1919.  

I 'he  nat ional  convent ion was  held  in  Phi ladelphia  in  
October ,  1919,  and organized the  Jewish Communis t  Federa­
t ion .  With  the  format ion of  the  Communis t  Pat  ty ,  the  Jewish 
Communis t  Federa t ion became the  Jewish Federa t ion ol  the  
Communis t  Par ty  of  America .  

We are  now approaching the  1 wenty- l i l th  anniversary  ol  the  
Morning Frcihei l .  There  is  a  two-fold  reason why we are  
able  to  ce lebra te  th is  h is tor ic  event .  

Fi rs t ,  because  in  1918,  the  Lef t -wing of  the  Jewish -Socia l i s t  
Federa t ion had broken wi th  the  reformis ts  and la id  the  bas is  
for  a  Communis t  movement  among the  American Jewish 
masses .  

Second,  because  in  1921-1922,  the  Jewish Communis ts  suc­
cessful ly  merged wi th  the  bulk  of  the  Jewish Lef t  Socia l i s ts  
headed by Olgin  and became par t  of  a  uni ted  Communis t  
Par ty .  

We hold  th is  conference  a t  a  s igni f icant  moment  in  the  l i fe  
of  our  country  and of  the  world .  I t  i s  a  moment  when the  

6 



American people ,  headed by the  working class ,  a re  beginning 
to  meet  the  in tens i f ied  offens ive  of  monopoly  react ion which 
fo l lows in  the  wake of  the  Republ ican vic tory  in  the  e lec t ions .  

As  analyzed by our  Nat ional  Board  and as  brought  forward 
in  the  wri t ings  of  Comrades  Foster  and Dennis ,  the  coming 
per iod wi l l  be  marked by increased act iv i ty  on  the  par t  of  labor  
and i t s  a l l ies  in  the  economic  and pol i tca l  f ie lds ,  in  defense  
of  the  r ights  and s tandards  of  the  people ,  in  defense  of  peace ,  
democracy and economic  secur i ty .  The fur ther  growth of  the  
labor-progress iv•(• -democrat ic  coal i t ion  to  check ani l  defeat  the  
react ionary  offens ive  has  received a  t remendous  new impetus  
I rom the  new threats  emanat ing f rom the  Republ ican vic tory .  
J  h is  great ly  accelera tes  a l l  fur ther  developments  in  the  di rec­
t ion  of  the  organizat ion of  a  th i rd  par ty  and for  the  emergence 
ui  a  uni ted  progress ive  candidate  in  ippS.  

We,  in  the  Jewish f ie ld ,  a re  ca l led  upon to  play  an  impoi-
lant  par t  in  these  s t ruggles .  We have seen how Jewish re­
ac t ionar ies .  exploi t ing  the  jus t  gr ievances  o l  the  Jewish masses  
agains t  the  Truman Adminis t ra t ion ,  t r ied  to  d i rec t  th is  d is ­
sa t i s fac t ion in to  react ionary  channels  dur ing the  las t  e lec t ions ,  
in to  suppor t  lor  Dewey,  Br icker ,  e tc .  These  react ionary  maneu­
vers  had re la t ive ly  l i t t le  ef fec t  upon the  masses  o l  Jewish  
workers ,  due  in  par t  to  our  own t imely  and e l l rc l ive  counter­
a t t a c k .  S e c t i o n s  o l  t h e  J e w i s h  m i d d l e - c l a s s  d i d  h o w e v e r  l a l l  
v ic t im to  these  maneuvers  o l  the  react ionary  Si lver  leadership  
in  the  Zionis t  movement  and thus  helped to  increase  the  mint  
hei  of  votes  received by react ionary  Republ ican candidates .  

Hence,  in  approaching the  pract ica l  tasks  o l  th is  conference  
in  a  se l f -cr i t ica l  manner ,  we must  he  guided by the  thought  
tha t  our  major  task  is  to  combat  the  react ionar ies  opera t ing 
among the  American Jewish masses ,  to  bui ld  among them the  
labor-progress ive-deniocra l ic  coal i t ion  for  the  major  s t ruggle  
agains t  ant i -Semit ism and for  equal  r ights ;  and to  organize  
and expand the  inf luence  of  our  par ty ,  i t s  membership ,  i t s  
press  and i t s  organizat ions  under  the  leadership  of  out  Na­
t ional  Commit tee  headed by Comrades  Foster  and Dennis .  
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The Role of Labor in Jewish An+i-Fascist Unity 

PART one  of  l l i c  reso lu t ion  dewls  wi th  our  main  task  — 
the  s t ruggle  aga ins t  nn t i -Scmi i i sm and  d iscr imina t ion  and  
for  e i jua l  r igh ts .  I t  fo rmula tes  a f resh  th i -  po l icy  of  an t i ­

fasc i s t  un i ty  of  the  Jewish  democra t ic  forces ,  headed  by  la lx t r .  
and  grounded  in  the  s t ruggle  for  l abor  un i ty .  The  main  ob­
s tac les  to  an t i - fasc i s t  un i ty  a re  the  uac t ionary  Jewish  na t iona l ­
i s t s  (Rabbi  S i lver .  Sega l ,  e tc . ) :  the  reac t ionary  Jewish  ass in t i l a -
t ion is t s  (Amer ican  Counci l  lo r  Juda ism) ;  and  above  a l l  the  re­
ac t ionary  Jewish  Soc ia l -Democra ts  o |  the  / 'V)necnc / - l ) id ) ins lcy  
g roup .  

The  reso lu t ion  ou t l ines  a  course  of  s tn igg le  to  c rea te  the  
un i ty  of  a l l  Jewish  democra t ic  forces .  Spec ia l  a t ten t ion  must  
be  pa id  to  the  progress ive  forces  among the-  Z ionis t s .  And 
there  mus t  be  a  concent ra t ion  of  c l lo r t  to  ach ieve  uni ted  ac­
t ion  and  labor  un i ty  wi th  the  a lb l ia tes  and  lo l lovve is  of  the  
Jewis f t  Labor  Commit tee .  The  reso lu t ion  c a l l s  lo r  sys temat ic  
ac t iv i ty  in  th i s  f ie ld  by  the ;  Par ly  in  i t s  own name.  I t  a l so  ca l l s  
lo r  fu l l  suppor t  to  the  work  of  the  Morning  Fre ihe i l  Assoc ia ­
t ion ,  to  the  Jewish  People ' s  Fra te rna l  Order  of  the  I .YV.O.  
and  to  the  Amer ican  Jewish  Labor  Counci l .  

The  reso lu t ion  rev iews  our  genera l  work  i t )  a  e th ica l  fash ion .  
I t  emphas izes  the  fac t  tha t  we  e r red  in  no t  suf f ic ien t ly  res i s t ­
ing  the  pressures  of  bourgeois  na t iona l i sm and  ass imi la t ion ism,  
as  wel l  as  in  underes t imat ing  Jewish  work .  

In  th i s  par t  of  the  reso lu t ion  the  fo l lowing  poin ts  should  he  
s ing led  ou t  for  more  de ta i led  ana lys i s .  

i .  IVhat  i s  our  a t t i tude  to  the  progress ive  forces  in  the  
American Jewish  Congress  and in  the  American Jewish  Con­
ference? 
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We support their struggles for the anti-fascist unity of all 
Jewish democratic forces, for the defense of the rights of the 
Jewish people, here and abroad. 

Obviously, this is quite different from the caricature and dis­
tort ion of  our posi t ion g iven mal ic iously  by Rogoff  in  the  for­
ward and Auerbach in the Morning Journal and, in somewhat 
more polite form, by Dingal and Shpizman in the Day. Con­
trary to what these gentlemen assert, the Communists are not 
out to "capture" either the American Jewish Congress or the 
Conference. Our aim is anti fascist Jewish unity—unity of all 
democratic forces, which we propose to promote and suppoit 
c. vet ywheie. including the American Jewish Congress and Con­
ference'. And we plate before ourselves not the: fantastic task 
of "capturing" the Congress and Conference but the very 
ptac iical and'realistic task of supporting the progressive forces 
within these organizations against the reactionai ics (Silver, 
Segal, lor example), of advancing and winning support lor our 
independent positions on all major questions, and of promot­
ing in these organizations the irillucute and leadership of 
Jewish labor as the most consistent progressive: lorte in Jew­

ish life. 
We must  therefore  re jec t  the  advice  of  those  who would  have  

the :  p rogress ives  in  the  Amer ican  Jewish  Congiess  and  Con 
le rence  s tay  there  pass ive ly  wi thout ,  l igh t ing  lo r  an t i - fasc i s t  
un i ty  pol ic ies  in  de lense  of  Jewish  t igh ts  and  aga ins t  the  
maneuvers  of  the  reac t ionar ies .  Nor  can  we heed  those  who 
would  have  the  progress ives  l eave  these  organiza t ions  aho-
w•  th ; •  i  bo th  devia t ions  amount  in  prac t ice  to  abandoning  
v i ta l  f i e lds  of  Amer ican  Jewish  l i l e  to  the  rcac  t  iona i  ies .  Wc 
I ' -e l  tha t  the  progress ives  should  work  in  these  organiza t ions  
lo t  p togress ive  po l i t i es  to  sys temat ica l ly  combat  the  reac t ion  
. t r i es  and  to  promote  the  wel l  be ing  of  the  Jewish  people  in  co l ­
l abora t ion  wi th  the  progress ive  lo rccs  o l  the  Amer ican  people  
as  a  whole .  On th is  po in t  we  obvious ly  have  mud)  in  common 
wi th  the  pos i t ion  of  "Congress  Weekly ."  

v .  I Io i l )  do  ivc  unders tand the  proposi t ion  in  our  resolut ion 
that  the  main  task  of  American Jewish  Communis ts  in  the  
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stinggle for democratic unity is to combat the reactionaries 
among the Jewish people, that is, our "own" reactionaries? 

We understand this Leninist proposition as follows: 
(a) No one else can expose and combat Jewish reactionaries 

among the Jewish masses as freely and effectively as the Jew­
ish progressives themselves. Non-Jewish progressives are and 
can be of great assistance with their sympathy and support 
but they would be seriously handicapped if they were to carry 
the main burden of struggle against Jewish reactionaries. Just 
as non-Jewish progressives, Communists among them, can and 
must carry the main burden of struggle against anti-Semitic 
influences among non-Jewish masses, so Jewish progressives, 
Communists among them, must cany the main weight ol 
struggle against Jewish reactionary nationalism and assimila 
tionism among the Jewish masses. 

(b) Wc are an oppressed and persecuted people. That is 
why our major struggle is for ecjual rights. This is true for 
the American Jewish national group as stub, but this fact 
must not blind us to some other facts. There is among us a 
social group which is part ol American monopoly capital, 
which exercises a powerful reactionary influence in American 
Jewish life. Wc have a disproportionately large middle-class 
of which considerable sections are tied ideologically either to 
bourgeois nationalism or bourgeois assimilaiionism, thus of­
fering points of support for the Jewish reactionaries. Reaction­
ary Social-Democracy exerts a disproportionate influence a 
reactionary influence—in American Jewish life due to the lore 
going special features in the social composition of the Ameii 
can Jewish national group, due to great petty-bourgeois influ­
ences upon the Jewish workers as well as the surviving social-
democratic (liundist) traditions among the older generations 
of American Jewish workers. The result is the strong posi­
tions of the reactionaries in American Jewish life. This is 
one side of the picture. In contrast, we find the extraordinary 
influence of the progressive and of the labor forces in Ameri­
can Jewish life. Hence, the central task is one of combatting 
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Jewish reactionaries, as well as the exceptional opportunities 
lor success, 

(c) All Jews belong to an oppressed and persecuted people. 
Ami-Semitisni and discrimination hit ail Jews, though not in 
equal measure, and fascism aims to destroy all of them regard­
less of class. Vet it would be the height of folly to assume thai 
all Jews are progressive, are anti-lastist by mere birth. Surely, 
we know better by just looking at some of the facts of life: 
at Dubinsky, Rogolf, Chanin front the Social-Democratic camp; 
at Silver and Segal from the Zionist camp; at the Rosenwalds 
and the Sulzbergers from the assimilationist ramp of the mo­
nopolistic bourgeoisie. 'These facts demonstrate that the de 
( i s ive  inf luence  i s  c lass  pos i t ion .  At the  same t ime,  there  i s  a  
cont inua l  conf l ic t  be tween  the  c lass  in te res t s  o (  Jewish  bour ­
geois  c i tc les  and  the  in te res t s  d ic ta ted  by  the i r  pos i t ion  as  
par t  of  a  d i sc r imina ted  na t iona l  g roup .  This  conf l ic t  p ro  
duces  pol i t i ca l  vac i l la t ions  among Jewish  bourgeois  c i rc les  
which  the  progress ive  forces  can  and  must  u t i l i ze  to  s t rengthen  
the  democra t ic :  un i ty  movements .  Rut  th i s  can  be  ach ieved  
on ly  011 the  bas i s  o l  bu i ld ing  the  an l i - lasc . i s t  un i ty  u l  the  Jew 
i sh  democra t ic  forces ,  the  un i ty  of  woikcrs ,  p rofess iona ls ,  in te l ­
l ec tua ls ,  smal l  bus inessmen,  a  un i ty  which  inc ludes  the  pro­
gress ive  e lements  among Zionis t s  and  the  broad  fo l lowing  o l  
Dr .  S tephen  S.  Wise ,  a  un i ty  which  sys ten iu l ica l lv  combats  
our  "own"  reac t ionar ies  and  chauvin is t s .  

(d )  Tenin ,  in  d i scuss ing  the  task  of  Communis t s  o l  op  
pressed  and  d iscr imina ted  peoples ,  a lways  emphas ized  tha t  " the  
bourgeois ie  of  the?  oppressed  na t ions  a rc  cons tan t ly  conver t ing  
the  s logans  of  na t iona l  l ibera t ion  in to  a  means  lo r  dece iv ing  
the  workers"  (c juo ted  f rom Sta l in ' s  Marxism and  t ln> Nat ional  
and  ( lo lon ia l  (h ics t ion ,  p.  171) .  I sn ' t  tha t  what  the  S i lver  
l eadersh ip  of  the  Zionis t  movement  and  the  Sega ls  a re  do ing?  
Lenin  re fe rs  to  these  tac  t i cs  o l  the  bourgeois ie  of  the  oppressed  
peoples  as  "subter fuge ,  t reachery ,  and  t r ickery  of  the  bour ­
geois ie , "  and  he  urges  upon  Communis t s  o l  oppressed  peoples  
the  necess i ty  to  expose  par t icu la r ly  these  reac t ionary  do ings  
of  the i r  "own"  bourgeois ie ,  advis ing  them tha t  they  "must  
par t icu la r ly  f igh t  fo r  and  main ta in  comple te  and  abso lu te  
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unity, including organizational unity, between the workers of 
the oppressed nation and the workers of the oppressing na­
tion" (ibid). 

(e) As regards Palestine, of. which more later, we couldn't 
even; begin to fight for Arab-Jewish unity without combatting, 
not only Arab reactionaries but also Jewish reactionaries. This 
means that Jewish Communists, must concentrate particularly 
upon Jewish reactionaries just as Arab Communists must con­
centrate upon the struggle against Arab reactionaries, while 
waging a general struggle against ail reaction. It would cer­
tainly be very bad for the cause of Jewish-Arab unity and foi 
the liberation of Palestine if Arab Communists were to con­
centrate upon Jewish reactionaries and Jewish Communists 
upon Arab reactionaries.. It would be equally bad if they were 
to follow some sort of "even-handed" or "impartial" line with 
respect to-all reactionaries without paying particular attention 
to their "own" reactionaries. This would tend to play into the 
hands of die imperialists first of all, and of the national chau­
vinists among both peoples. 

Thus we must conclude once more that in tire general strug-
gle against imperialist reaction in all its .manifestations, espe­
cially in its anti-Semitic forms, Aumriean Jewish Communists 

-.must concentrate: especially upon contbatting the Jewish: teat.-
tionaries as die: basic condition for the building of the; anti­
fascist unity of the Jewish democratic forces. This: will correct 
oneofouri»ajOr;:eirt>r's.-

3. Do we condemn mm individual assimilated few as a 
reacftonmy? 

Obviously note. Our concern is with assimilatioitisui as a 
bourgeois ideology and movent exit, such xs the American 
Council for Judaism, the dominant circles of the American 
Jewish Committee, certain groupings in ..reactionary Social-
Democratism, and similar ideologica 1-pol i tical ourcn ts and or­
ganized movements. We are not dealing with individuals 
who think they can find or have found a solution to their Jew­
ish problems in assimilation. These individual cases are too 
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complex to permit of simple analyses and answers. We know of 
•large numbers of jews, inclined to assimilation, who are genu­
inely progressive, who actively participate in. and many of 
whom lead, progressive movements- and actions of the Ameri­
can people as a whole. Certainly, we can not consider these 
Jews nonprogressive, let alone reactionary, it is, of course, 
unfortunate that these assimilated progressive Jews are unable 
to make their contribution to the building" of a progressive 

• 1 ewish life in, America. This is a Joss not only to the Jewish 
people but to the assimilated' progressive Jews themselves. 
They would probably be more effective in the general progres­
sive. movements of the American people as a whole if they 
were also rooted in the progressive movements of the Jewish 
people. . . 
T uf tbetiTiore: we know that alongside the. objective forces 

which tend to maintain the stability and 'vitality of the Aroeri-
"can Jewish national group, there are also other objective forces, 
which tend to '-under autre. the national group arid to produce 
strong tendencies to asshailatioTc But to this our answer is. 
as discussed in detail in part, three, of the resolution, that for 
the masses of the American f'ewSy the way IP free and voluntary 
integration into .general American life, as opposed to forced 
aod imposed assimilation, is tteough the building, and de­
velopment of a progressive life irt the A.merkao Jewish national 
group. That is why'we must wage a struggle against, assimila-
lionisn'!. as a. bourgeois ideology which reflects the. imperialist 
piessures of Anglo-Saxon domination. That.is why we must 
ftgfct for the right of free and voluntary iategration into general 

''.American life through the development of a progressive life 
in the -American Jewish national -gioctp. it should be-added 
that the success of this work demands a systematic: struggle 
against bourgeois nationalism.. 

.p hi what way do ive support the Morning F rah a t Ass&~ 
' xiatkm and its publications, the ''Morning freihettd: daily 
Yiddish newspaper, and "Jewish Life." a monthly magazine 
in English? 

• 
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We all know of the great contributions which the Morning 
Freiheit, led by the unforgettable Olgin for almost 18 years, 
has made to the labor and progressive movements of the 
American Jews and of the American people as a whole during 
the nearly 25 years of its existence. Next April we shall be 
celebrating a quarter of a century of the Morning Freiheit, a 
publication which has left its mark in the labor and progres­
sive movements of the Jewish people in all countries. 

The Morning Fheiheit Association is the publisher and di­
rector of the Morning Freiheit as well as of Jewish Life. It is a 
non-party anti-fascist organization around which are grouped 
consistent anti-fascist forces in American Jewish life—in the 
trade unions, in the fraternal organizations, in the Landsman-
shaften, in the field of relief and rehabilitation, and in the 
cultural field. It is thus able to develop, as slated in its pro­
gram, as a leading non-party center of anti-fascist mass strug­
gles, where Communists and non-Communists can collaborate 
freely on a common progressive program to meet the needs and 
problems of the American Jewish masses. We, Jewish Com­
munists, participate in the Morning Freiheit Association 011 
this basis. Our Party supports the program and mass activities 
of the Morning Freiheit Association and urges all Party mem­
bers and organizations to make full use of the Morning Frei­
heit and Jewish Life for the development, of progressive cam­
paigns and movements among the Jewish masses. We are now 
projecting especially the planned circulation and fund drives 
for the Morning Freiheit and Jewish Life in connection with 
the 25th anniversary of the Morning Freiheit. 

Naturally, for us Communists, it is the Party and its leading 
organs which lead and guide our work in the Jewish as in all 
other fields. According to our resolution, National and State 
Party Commissions on Jewish Work "shall guide the work of 
the Communists in the Jewish field, under the supervision 
and control of the leading organs of the Party," formulating 
policies, directing and checking up their execution. Party 
Commissions will have to devote special attention to the 
development of mass activities in the Jewish field in the name 



of the Party and to formulate plans for the systematic building 
of the Party and its press among the Jewish masses. 

We must draw the lessons from our failure to build the Party 
systematically among the Jewish masses; a revisionist error. 
We must concentrate upon correcting this error. 

Three additional observations must be made on this point: 
1. We must be alert, to and fight against all tendencies to 

underestimate the importance of Jewish work in English, or to 
separate Jewish work in English from that in Yiddsh and 
vice versa, or to belittle and minimize the importance of our 
Jewish work in Yiddish. 

2.  We must  be aler t  to  and f ight  against  a l l  tendencies  to  
make Jewish work the exclusive and isolated a l ia i r  of  Jewish 
Communists  instead of  the task of  the ent i re  Par ty,  or  to  fai l  
to  make the Commissions on Jewish work integral  par ts  of  
general  Par ty  work,  supervised and guided .systematical ly  by 
the general  leading organs of  the Parly.  

Wo must  display a  sel l -cr i t ical  a t t i tude to  our  dai ly  work 
in  a l l  f ie lds .  

II 

For a Democratic Solution of the Palestine Crisis 

Part  two of  the resolut ion s ta tes  our  posi t ion on al l  main 
quest ions relat ing to  Palest ine,  reviews our  achievements ,  
analyzes  and corrects  our  errors ,  and formulates  a  program 
of  immediate  act ion.  

'The fol lowing points  must  he subjected to  more detai led 
examinat ion.  

i. What were the stages in the development of oar policies 
on the Jewish problem, in general and on Palestine in particu­
lar, prior to the roar, during the war and since? 

We must now discuss this question, it tor no other reason 
than to combat the slanders, libels and distortions regarding 
our position on these questions maliciously spread by the lead 
ers of the Forward and imitated by certain Zionist elements, in 
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the Day and Morning Journal The Party resolution on Jewish 
work presents a thoroughgoing program of struggle for the 
rights of the Jewish people and for the building of a progres­
sive Jewish life in America as the way to complete integration, 
and outlines a practical program for a democratic solution ol 
the Palestine crisis. As such it has delivered a powerful blow 
at the reactionary nationalists, assimilationists and Social-Dem­
ocrats. They feel that this resolution will enable the Jewish 
masses to find progressive, democratic and anti-fascist solu­
tions for their problems both as Americans and as Jews. They 
feel that this resolution will prove a potent weapon against all 
reactionary ideologies and will help build the ideology of the 
working class and of Marxism. That is why the reactionaries 
have greeted our resolution with so much hatred and venom. 

How did our policies actually develop? Allow me to quote 
a passage from my article in the November issue of lavish l.ijr. 

"In the past, American Jewish Marxists have not always 
displayed a positive attitude to the rights and interests of the 
{ewisli people, to the special needs and problems of our own 
American Jewish national group, and to the interests and 
lights of the Jewish community in Palestine. The tendency 
was to identify more or less loosely the Jewish people's interests 
with nationalism and reaction; to identity, for example, the 
interests of the Jewish community in Palestine with Zionism, 
and to transfer and extend the coll ect opposit ion to national 
ism, also to Jewish interests in general and to the Palestine 
Yishuv in particular. It was a case of falling under the inlltt 
ence of bourgeois assimilationisin, which is a reflection of the 
"superior" race theories of Anglo-Saxon imperialism, as well 
as of national nihilism, both of which have nothing in common 
with Marxism. And this happened largely because American 
Jewish Marxists went to the other extreme in their correct 
efforts to avoid the pitfalls of bourgeois nationalism—Zionism 
and Bundism—and of national chauvinism which are incom­
patible with consistent democracy and with Marxism." 

This describes in the main our altitudes and positions 
-strong points as well as weak points—prior to the war. Does 
this bear any sort of resemblance to the libelous assertions ol 
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(he Forward, and i ts  Zionis t  imitators  that  in  1929 Commu­
nis ts  were advocat ing Arab pogroms against  the Jews in  Pales­
t ine? Obviously,  not .  These asser t ions are  as  false  as  they are  
mal ic ious and they are  clear ly  designed to  hamper  the fur ther  
growth of  the ant i - fascis t  uni ty  of  the  democrat ic  forces  of  the  
Jewish people .  

We have said i t  before  and we should say i t  again.  Pr ior  to  
the war ,  American Jewish Marxis ts  manifested a  cer ta in  lack 
of  sensi t ivi ty  to  the nat ional  feel ings and at t i tudes of  the Jew­
ish masses .  This  was wrong.  I t  weakened the effect iveness  ol  
much of  our  splendid work of  that  per iod.  We should never  
have forgot ten what  Lenin said on the subject  in  the l i  1s t  draf t  
ol  his  ' "Thesis  on the Nat ional  and Colonial  Quest ion."  He 
said:  

"I lence.  the obl igat ion of  the conscious Communist  prole­
tar ia t  of  a l l  roundies  to  display par t icular  caut ion and spec ia l  
a i ient ivcncss  in  i ts  a t t i tude to  l i te  remnants  ol  nat ional  led-
iugs among the nat ions and peoples  that  have l ived the long­
est  t inder  oppression;  equal ly ,  i t  i s  i t s  obl igat ion to  make cer­
ta in  concessions in  order  to  accelerate  the out l iving ol  the 
dis t rust ,  and prejudices"  (Russian edi t ion,  Vol .  XXV, p.  290) .  

We had not  displayed this  caut ion and adent ivcuess  sul l i  
( icnt lv ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  in  the years  pr ior  to  the war .  while  carrying 
on his tor ic  s t ruggles  in  the interests  ot  out  people  and i ts  work­
ing class .  But  we began to  correct  our  weaknesses  with die  r ise  
of  fascism and especial ly  with the approach ol  the Second 
W o r l d  W a r .  I  q u o t e  a g a i n  f r o m  m v  a r t i c l e  i n  l a v i s h  L i f e :  

"But  in  more recent  years ,  cspccialh dining the war  against  
d ie  Axis .  American Jewish Marxis ts  made considerable  ad­
vances on Lite  road to  freeing themselves  f rom die  inf luences ol  
bourgeois  assi ini la t ionism and nat ional  nihi l ism.  They thus 
came closer  to  a  correct  Marxis t  posi t ion as  wel l  as  to  the:  
masses  ol  the Jewish people-  their  needs,  problems and pro­
gressive s t ruggles .  I t  is  thus  that  the American Jewish Marx-
i ts  made their  s ignif icant  contr ibut ions to  the ant i - fascis t  Jew­
ish people 's  uni ty  for  victory over  the Axis .  



"But in doing so, in correcting many of the errors of assimi-
lationism and national nihilism, we .have not fully succeeded 
in avoiding, and in some fields idled to avoid, the other ex­
treme, the pitfalls of bourgeois nationalism. Outstanding in 
this regard was precisely the error of not basing the fight for the 
rights of the Yishuv completely upon the foundations of 
Arab-Jewish unity for a free and independent Palestine, of not 
resisting sufficiently tile nationalist tendency to ignore and sub­
ordinate the interests of the Arab people in Palestine, of in­
sufficient struggle for the correct Marxist positions and for 
the ideology of t he wot king class. These error's must be 
corrected thoroughly and completely. A .systematic struggle 
must be carried on against all influences of nationalism and 
chauvinism. And learning from experience, we must make sure 
riot to retreat back to the errors of assimiJationism arid national 
nihilism, but to hold fast to the Marxist positions by com­
batting both dangers—bourgeois nationalism and bourgeois 
assimiiationism." 

fhis is a self-critical analysis of errors and of iiow to correct 
them, in accord with our resolution which .makes a real con­
tribution in its thorough and effective .Marxist self-criticism. 
At the same time we point out ver y dearly that in the crucial 
-years of the war, American Jewish Communists served the 
interests of the Jewish people and of the American people 
as a whole by fighting lor and building the anti-fascist unity 

•of the Jewish people for victory over the .Axis. When the 
Nazis were slaughtering our brothers and sisters all over 
Europe, we stood and fought with our people till victory was 
won. We made significant advances in those years towards a 
correct Marxist-Leninist orientation or. the Jewish cjuestion 
in general1'and on Palestine in particular. But we also made 
a number of serious errors which militated, against the greater 
effectivenes of our work. 

What is the situation today? We are eliminating and cor­
recting our errors which stem from the pressures of bourgeois 
nationalism and assimiiationism. On the question of Palestine, 
we are correcting errors that stem primarily from the pressures 
of bourgeois nationalism. In making concessions, we went too 
far on many occasions. We were not sufficiently alert to, nor 
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did we .sufficiently fight against, Jewish bourgeois ideological 
influences. These errors are of course intimately bound up 
with the general revisionist errors stemming from Browder-
ism. Nor did we apply to out own conditions another Leninist 
principle, namely, that in supporting bourgeois-demoiratic 
national movements in the colonies, tve do so "only on this 
condition, that the elements of future proletarian parties, Com­
munist not only in name, in all backward (tun?tries shall be 
gathered together and educated in the understanding of their 
own. special tasks—the tasks of struggle with the bourgeois-
democratic movements- within their own nation.'" ("Thesis on 
National and Colonial Question,'' Russhm edition. Vol. XXV-. 
pp. 289-290). In failing to apply this pr inciple, we did nor-cavry 
on sufficient struggle for Marxist, ideology and for labor to plav 
a leading role in the progressive people's movements. These 
errors we are now correcting. In the resolution, before you we 
have the answer to the major problems lacing our-people as 
neil as a program of struggle. 

Does'that have any resemblance to tire slanderous asser­
tions' of the Forward, Kevin's supoos ;u on Palestine, and of 
the. Zionist imitators of the Foiuuird, dial the Communists have 
ruined their hacks on the Jewish Tishov in Palestine. Of 
couy.se- not. These are libelous assertions of the enemies of 
anti-fascist Jewish unity and of. a democratic solution of lite 
Jewish problem in general, am! of the Palestine problem so 
particular. 

a. f i'.l<at about Jewish mtmigration. into Palestine? 

First, two general observations. Jewish immigration into 
Palestine is at present not the main, question in the Palestine 
situation, although it. is an important one. For the liberation 
of the Jewish refugees from the German, camps, the immediate 
practical solution is the •assumption, by the United Nations oi 
full responsibility for securing agreement of the -United Na­
tions to open their doors to the entry and settlement of these 
refugees, including an agreement between the Arabs and Jews 
in Palestine in favor of Jewish immigration into that country. 

The brutal fact is that the doors of Palestine are kept closed 
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to Jewish immigration by the British government. The Joint 
Distribution Committee is already orienting on the Jewish 
refugees remaining in the German camps for the next 2 to 3 
years. Thus, the official Zionist policy of making Jewish immi­
gration into Palestine the central question in the Palestine 
situation is of no practical help to the Jewish refugees since 
it offers no immediate relief to them, and is a hindrance *• *- W JiU it. itvi CV# IX1V.1U) »«' " •' ' 
rather than a help in securing Arab-Jewish agreements for an 
independent Palestine of the two peoples from which would 

) follow an agreement in favor of Jewish immigration, 
econdly, both Moishe Shertok and Dr. Magues have lesti-
i before the hearing of the Anglo-American Commission 
Palestine that Arab leaders were ready—even as far back 

also 
Secondly, 

bed 
in 1\.^JW.,^ 
as j 936—to agree to large scale Jewish immigration into Pales­
tine provided the Jewish Vishuv would join with the Arabs 
to secure Palestine's independence. Consequently, instead of 
waiting until Arabs agree to Jewish immigration, as we are 
accused of doing, we advocate a democratic solution to the 
Palestine question which alone will solve the national prob­
lems of the Yishuv, as of the Arabs, and which alone will open 
the doors of Palestine to Jewish immigration in conditions of 
peace, security, and free national development.. The alterna­
tive to this policy is not free immigration to Palestine, but 
liiitish terror, insecurity, suffering for the Yishuv, continued 
suffering of. our people in the German camps, and the ever-
ptesent threat of Arab-Jewish national strife under impe-
1 lalist and chauvinist provocations. 

• Go.?ceivaWy, the Zionist leadership may succeed in get* 
' *' bar8*1'" from British or Anglo-American imperialism 
Tioil0 •* ^°'rjf 1 'J' ?vlcb" 'or a certain measure of Jewish immigra-
of ,l1pnr?+rat?t,?t: '>,ul Pl"'ce for this would be lie tray a! 
lion to fn'ioeri 1 h'eedom of the Yishuv, its subordina-Sns S^g ̂ tSCSm  ̂------ «' -
tween Jews and Arabs. m and national strife bt-

Specifically, what is our position on r • , • 
into Palestine? Do we recognize™?. Jewish ln!nil8iallun 

to immigrate and settle in Palestine? vif P°rt lhe 1 'p'1" ol Jcws 
2Q ' We recognize, support 



and f ight  for  the real izat ion of  that ,  r ight .  This  is  a  general  
democrat ic  r ight ,  whose real izat ion is  imperat ive for  the free 
nat ional  development  of  the Yishuv in  a  free and.  democrat ic  
Palest ine.  

.  How do we propose to  real ize  the r ight  of  Jewish immigra­
t ion into Palest ine? Democrat ical ly .  By agreement ,  between 
the Jews and Arabs of  Palest ine nncler  the auspices  and with 
the assis tance of  the United Nat ions or  of  the Big 1.  l r rce  
within them. 

Are there other  • ways ol  leal iz ing the r ight  of  f ree  Jewish 
immigrat ion into Palest ine? I  here  are  no other  ways to  leahze 
that  r ight  in  the.  . immediate  I mure,  and no oi l ier  democrat ic ,  
way a t  ai l  except  on the basis  of  ful l  Arab-Jewish agreement  
for  an independent :  Palest ine of  Arabs and jews safeguarding 
the nat ional  r ights  of  both peoples .  Agreement  with impe­
r ia l ism,  Bri t ish or  Anglo-American,  may provide some meas­
ure  oi  immigrat ion but  a t  the cost ,  of  the  free nat ional  develop­
ment  of  the Yishuv,  a t  the  cost ,  of  a  f ree  nat ional  homeland lot  
the  Palest ine Jews,  and at .  the  cost  of  d ie  peate  and sccurio 
of  the two peoples .  

Thus,  the only pract ical  solut ion for  the immediate  luturc  
is  the  one based upon Arab-Jewish,  agreement  under  United 
Nat ion 's  auspices .  

I t  has  been suggested by some that  the Jewish .masses  wil l  
not  understand our  posi t ion cut  immigrat ion and that  i t  is  open 
to  misrepresentat ion and at tack from the react ionaries .  That  
the react ionaries  wil l  s lander  and at tack our  posi t ion is  t ju i ic  
t rue,  in  tact ,  that  is  what  they are  doing.  But  i t  is  not :  t rue 
that  the  Jewish masses  wil l  not  understand our  posi t ion.  Let  us  
recal l  that  a  s imilar  posi t ion on immigrat ion has  been s ta ted 
forceful ly  in  the Memorandum of  the Jewish Peoples  Fraternal  
Order  of  the I .W.O.  to  t l ie :  las t  nat ional  convent ion of  the 
American Jewish Congress ,  What  happened? I t  was re­
ceived by t i ie  progressive e lements  as  a  legi t imate  and impor­
tant  posi t ion of  a  sect ion of  the Jewish people  while  the re­
act ionaries  found very few openings for  their  a t tacks though 
they s landered and dis tor ted the posi t ion as  a  whole.  

Another  example is  found in  the Open Let ter  of  the Morn-
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ing Freiheit Association to the American Jewish Conference in 
June 1946. It embodied a position on immigration, and on 
the Palestine question in general which we support. Did the 
reactionaries find some particularly vulnerable spots in this 
position? If they did, they have failed so lar to make any use 
of tliein. The fact is, the position of the Open Letter has made 
a deep impression in wide Jewish circles, has been endorsed 
by the J.P.F.O. and by the American Jewish Labor Council, 
and promises to become a major means for rallying progres­
sive American support for achieving a democratic solution of 
the Palestine question. 

Still another example is lite Open Letter to Rabbi Silver 
by a number of progressive Jewish leaders in all fields. Ibis 
was attacked and denounced by the Silveriies as "party line 
and as following the polities of the Soviet Union. But did 
these attacks find any vulnerable spots in the progressive posi­
tion on Jewish immigration into Palestine? Not that anyone 
could notice it. Our position stood up splendidly. 

In saying this, we must also add that in applying this policy 
in the mass movements and especially in joint actions witli 
other progressive currents and tendencies, we must display all 
the necessary flexibility. This we are doing. Devotion to prin-
ciple and flexibility in tactics is and must remain our guide. 
Our position on immigration does meet this requirement. It 
promotes the interests and rights of our people. It is dcino-
ciatic and in accord with our Marxist principles. It enables 
us to collaborate with other progressive Jewish forces lor coin 
mon ends. 

\\ c must also expose another slanderous distortion of 0111 
position, initialed by tlie Forward and imitated by certain re 
actionary Zionists. It is said that our resolution abandons sup 
port to the building of a national Jewish homeland in Pales 
tine, 01 that it views the national rights of the Vislutv as those 
of a national minority of the Eastern European type The 
truth is that our resolution-unlike the Zionist official lead­
er.shi])- considers Palestine a land of two peoples, a country 
of two developing nationalities, Jews and Arabs. We believe 
dial both peoples have equal rights to develop a free national 
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exis tence  in  thei r  common country;  and,  unl ike  the  react ion­
ar ies  of  both  peoples ,  we are  opposed to  one  people  subordinat ­
ing and oppress ing the  other .  This  means  tha t  we suppor t  
fu l ly  the  bui ld ing of  a  nat ional  Jewish homeland in  "Pales t ine .  
And we say,  unl ike  the  Zionis t  leadership ,  tha t  th is  Jewish 
homeland wi l l  be  rea l ized only  in  a  democrat ic  and indepen­
dent  Pales t ine  and that  i t  wi l l  be  the  nat ional  homeland for  
the  Jews of  Pales t ine  and not  for  the  Jews of  a l l  lands .  Ccr  
ta in  Zionis ts  may not  agree  wi th  th is  Marxis t  pos i t ion  on the  
ques t ion of  a  Jewish homeland in  Pales t ine .  In  fac t ,  they do  
not  agree .  But  th is  i s  no  reason lor  misunders tanding our  po 
s i i ion  or  lor  d is tor t ing  i t .  Moreover ,  considerable  sect ions  
of  the  Zionis t  movement  in  Pales t ine  i t se l l .  the  more  progres­
s ive  e lements  among them,  have been moving lo t  a  long t ime 
towards  a  pos i t ion  on the  nat ional  homeland which res ts  on  
the  recogni t ion  that  Pales t ine  is  a  country  ol  two peoples .  Wc 
hope these  progress ive  e lements  among the  Zionis ts  wi l l  f ind  
i t  poss ib le  ID  draw al l  the  pract ica l  conclus ions  f rom this  recog 
ni t  ion .  especia l ] )  wi th  regard  to  Arab-Jewish nni lv  lo t  an  in  
dependent  Pales t  inc .  

I l l  

Problems of the American Jewish National Group 

1 he  th i rd  par t  o l  out  resolut ion presents  the  eonleni  and 
lornis  o l  our  work in  the  American Jewish nat ional  group.  I  
need not  emphasize  the  bas ic  theore t ica l  and pol i t ica l  impor­
tance  o i  t l i i s  pan ol  the  resolut ion.  I t  has  a l ready been so  
recognized by f r iend and loe  a l ike .  I t  sums up the  th inking 
and piac t ica l  exper ience  of  our  movement  in  na t ional  group 
work lo t  near ly  ; ;o  years ,  thus  enabl ing us  to  unfold  the  most  
l iu i th i l  ac t iv i t ies  for  the  bui ld ing of  Jewish ani i - lasc  is t  uni ty  
to  defend the  t ights  of  our  people ,  for  l i re-  development  o l  a  
progress ive  Jewish l i lc ,  for  the  bui ld ing of  the  Communis t  
Par ty .  

Wc must  fu l ly  grasp  f lu-  key idea  o l  our  posi t ion  on the  na­
t ional  group quest ion.  I t  i s  to  meet  the  specia l  problems and 
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needs of the national group as a group ancl to do it in a way 
that will promote the unity of the American workiug class 
and the democratic unification and growth of the American 
nation. This is neither simple nor easy. We shall continually 
be exposed to the dangers of bourgeois nationalism, on the 
one hand, and bourgeois assiinilauonisrn, on the other. These; 
we shall combat systematically, holding fast to our resolution 
and to the Marxist leadership of our Party. 

There is in the United States a peculiar system of oppression 
and persecution of peoples—usually spoken of as minorities— 
and of discrimination against them. First comes the Negro 
people. Against tliern the white ruling classes have established 
a regime of naked and brutal national oppression in the so-
called "Black Belt" in the South, where the Negro people is 
developing as a nationality, and a system of national oppres­
sion and discrimination in all other pans of the country. After 
the Negroes, come the various national groups: Jews, Italians, 
Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Hungarians, Lithuanians, Yugo­
slavs, Czechs and others. These are not separate nationalities, 
nor are they national minorities of the eastern Europea.ii 
type. They are specifically American national groupings which 
are historically playing a progressive role in the growth, and 
development of the American nation. 

The outstanding fact to be noted is that the masses ol these 
national groups are oppressed and discriminated against as 
groups by the so-called "superior Anglo-Saxon race." These 
discriminations, as is well known, appear in ail spheres, eco­
nomic, political, cultural and social, and assume many and 
varied forms and degrees of intensity for the different, national 
groups. But whatever their forms, the content of these dis­
criminations has a very definite national character. The main 
sources of national discrimination lie in imperialism, in the 
domination of the trusts and monopolies, in the capitalist sys­
tem as such. These are the same sources from which stent the 
most reactionary circles of finance capital that feed and pro­
mote fascism. This means that. anti-Semitism itself, which i-s 
one of the .sharpest; weapons of imperialist reaction in the 
United States against the progressive forces of the American 
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people, is one of the forms of national oppression, and perse­
cution. The Mexicans and Puerto Ricarts occupy a special 
position of .national discrimination. 

T'he resolution on work among the Jewish masses recently 
issued by the Communist Parry of the United States (Political 
Affairs, Nov., 1946), calls for further study of the growth of 
the national groups and the perspectives of their development. 
These studies will have to trace the origin of the national 
groups among the various immigtants having a common na­
tional origin, examine the peculiarities of the older and more 
recent migrations, and analyze the effect of each, wave of immi­
gration upon the clegtee of cii.sciivrt.inat.ioti or privilege suf­
fered or enjoyed by the various national groups. We shall have 
to study mote exactly the significance of the relative compact­
ness of- the geographical location of various national groups 
within certain states and cities; the persistence of common 
occupational patterns within each national group, and the 
peculiarities of class relations within the general national 
economy and class relations that this brings about; the cultural 
and ethnic features of the group as they are transformed by the 
group's experiences in the United States; the effect of the influ­
ences from the old countries on the groups; the concrete course 
of the struggle undertaken by each group against di.scri mi na­
tion arid oppression by the so-called "superior" Anglo-Saxon 
faces, for equal rights, for bee and voluntary integration 
into general American life as against an assimilation forced 
and imposed upon the group by tJie ruling circles. 

It should become the ambition of American Jewish Marxists 
to carry through such investigations for the American Jewish 
national group. It will enrich out ideological work and will im­
measurably strengthen it politically, it will enable us to wage 
a most effective struggle against bourgeois nationalism and 
asshnilatiomsin and lor our Marxist positions. 

THE- STEUGGEE FOR. A PROGRESSIVE CULTURE 

What could be said •.additionally on the struggle for a pro­
gressive; Jewish culture? Two things.. First, the struggle for a 



progressive Jewish culture is in no contradiction to the strug­
gle lor a progressive culture of the Aniet ican people as a 
whole. On the contrary, it is an organic part of it. Second, 
the struggle for a progressive Jewish culture is in no contra­
diction to the Leninist opposition to the slogan of "national 
culture" under capitalism, or to the Leninist orientation on 
the eventual merger of all national cultures into a one-world 
socialist culture. It is, in fact, in full accord with this Leninist 
position. 

I  shal l  d iscuss  the  second point  l i rs i .  S ta l in ' s  laments  exami­
nat ion of  the  ques t ion es tabl ished the  fo l lowing fac ts :  i )  
"Lenin  never  sa id  tha t  na t ional  languages  become fused in to  
one common language wi th in  the  boundar ies  of  a  s ingle  s ta te ,  
before  the  v ic tory  of  socia l i sm on a world  s ta le";  • ->)  "Lenin  
never  sa id  tha t  the  abol i t ion  of  na t ional  oppress ion and the  
fus ion ol  the  in teres ts  of  na t ional i t ies  in to  a  s ingle  whole  is  
equivalent  to  the  abol i t ion  of  na t ional  d i f ferences" ;  g)  "Lenin  
never  sa id  tha t  the  watchword of  developing nat ional  cul ture  
t inder  the  prole tar ian d ic ta torship  i s  a  react ionary  watrh-
vvoid ."  (Sta l in ,  Marxism and the  Nat ional  and Colonial  Ones-
l ion ,  In ternat ional  Publ ishers ,  New York,  Kjg. j  ed i t ion ,  pp.  
2R, 7 -2 R , I J :  J  ( J . J2  edi t ion ,  pp .  cope-ob. )  

I t  i s  therefore  evident  that ,  the  development  in  socia l i s t  
conutr ies  of  na t ional  cul tures  is  not  only  in  arc<ml wi th  socia l  
i s t  p r inciple  but  becomes rea l ly  poss ib le  only  under  socia l i sm;  
and  tha i  the  development ,  o l  na t ional  cul tures  wi l l  cont inue  
even a l ter  the  es tabl ishment  ol .  socia l i sm on a  world  scale .  
Hence: ,  i t  i s  un-Marxis t  and unreal is t ic  to  or ienta te  on  a  quick 
d isappearance  of  na t ional  d i f ferences ,  languages  and cul tures  

But  th is  does  not  mean thai  we should  ra ise  the  s logan of  
s t ruggle  for  a  "nat ional"  cul ture .  YVe say  th is ,  not  be­
cause  nat ional ,  c t i l lu ie  is  incompat ib le  w j  11  j  soc ia l i sm hut  be­
cause  nat ional  cul t ine  in  a  bouigeois  socie ty  i s  a  cul ture  which 
P  bourgtois  in  - 'onte iu .  the  a im of  which is  to  infect  the  
masses  wi th  ihc  v m , s  o l  nat ional ism and «o consol idate  ihe  
supremacy of the bouvgeotste." (Stalin, ,y:;q cel., p.  a 6 l i ;  

ml'-' cel., p. 207•) .. s y 1In considered the slogan 
0[ "national cul'1"1 111 '' SOt^g'^ 'J,lst'cl on the supremacy of 



the bourgeoisie as a reactionary slogan. But in doing so, 
'Lenin was striking at the bourgeois content ot national cul­
ture, and not at its national form." (Stalin, ibid., 1934 ed., p. 
-bo; 194" ed.. p. *07.) 

1 his means that the dominant ,  culture, not  (he  whole  cul ture  
of a people under capitalism, is bourgeois in content. It means 
further, that, in countries ruled by the bourgeoisie, cultural 
movements arise and cultural values are created and spread 
that are not only not bourgeois in content but reflect the life, 
the struggles and the progressive aspiiatious of the masses ol 
the people. Some of. these cultural movements and values 
reach advanced progressive stages wlietc they reflect the his­
toric liberation mission of the working class. These move­
ments and cultural values are obviously national in form, 
although they are not the dominating culture of the nation 

I hey wage a constant struggle against the supremacy of the 
bourgeoisie in the cultural life of the nation, and for lite ex­
t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  c u l t u r e  a m o n g  t h e  
masses of the people. 

( . 'onsecjncnt ly ,  we in  the  .American Jewish nat ional  group 
are  ra is ing the  s logan ol  a  progress ive  mass  Jewish cul ture  
not  of  a  nat ional  Jewish cul ture-  in  .u .coid  wi th  ihc  genera l  
pos i t ion  of  the  Communis!  Par ty  lov a  p iogress ivo Vwencau 
people ' s  cul ture .  

In  what  sense ,  then,  do  we speak ol .  .1  p rogress ive  cul ture  ol  
the  Jewish people  as  a  whole ,  i lea  is ,  of  the  Jews of  a l l  conn 
tr ies : - '  We base  omsehes ,  f i rs t ,  011 the  object ive  fac t  tha t  i l / iev-
is  a  cul t  me of  the  Jewish people  as  a  whole ,  a  a i luuc  express­
ing Jewish nat ional  character ,  which is  one  of  ihc  nat ional  
a t  t r ibutes  common to  Jews of  t i l l  countr ies .  Yet  we must  take  
in to  account  another  object ive  lae i ,  nauu- lv .  ih .n  the  Jewish 
people  l ive  in  many .o , ,n ines  and lands  umlei  var ious  and 
di l f  event  socia l  sys tems,  and are  developing diHerein  forms ol  
na t ional  exis tence .  This  la ,  1. does  noi  negate  | | 1 C  e- v l s temc 
of  a  Jewish nat ional  character  embodied J , -wish  n ib  no 
regardless  ol .  country .  But  the  specia l  condi t ions  of  each onni  
ny in which Jews live do affect the contents of the 1, v isll 

cul tura l  values  m the  var ious  countr ies  and produces  



language problems,  The tendency seems to  be fot  Jewish cul  
ture  to  be expressed in  more than one languagt ,  m most  cases  
in  Yiddish and in the language ol  the country.  in  out  use-

On' the basis  o!  the foregoing,  we can now examine 
re la t ion between progressive Anna i t  an  Jewish in  l ine ' ' ' J  
gressive Jewish cul ture  in  general ,  that  iv  »h | 1  I  ,1  e  

as  a  whole.  We contr ibute  to  general  Jewish cul iu  y 
mere fact  of  creat ing American Jewish culuna \a  ucv • 
i s  t rue for  the Jews ol  a l l  o ther  couni t ies .  n  t  ns  \ \a  
all carrying forward the progusstve l,';,d,uo,j'ii<i!|h'!" J, ;issl). 
aiul  enr iching i ts  common cul tural  n  i  as int .  • .  
c ia te  cul tural ly  with the Jews ol  other  lands,  t  ins  m i n  
each other  and cont inual ly  renewing a n d  remloia  mg 
cul ture  the Jewish nat ional  character ,  lonaly.  wt  m • 
do create  joint  cul tural  values ,  and in  this  held t u  ^>.u 
can and do play a  most  vi ta l  par t .  ( )  

In  br ief ,  we speak of  a  progi  ess ivc |c \vish c uhmi o out  pi  
p ie  as  a  whole in  the sense ol  a  cul ture  euibodimg Jt- 'w l s  

nat ional  character  and giving expression to  the common pi  
gressive aspirat ion ol  the masses  ol  our  people  in  a l l  t i a m U U S  

regardless  of  the  different  social  systems nuclei  which t uv 
l ive and of  the different  forms of  nat ional  exis tence which l  uv 
are  developing.  We speak of  a  p r o g i cssive Jewish c n l t t i tc  
embracing the cul tural  creat ions ol  the Americ  an Jews,  the So 
viet  Jews and the Jews of  Birobidjan.  of  the  Jewish Yishm m 
Palest ine,  the  Jewish communit ies  in  France,  Poland and other  
European countr ies ,  the  Jewish communit ies  in  England,  in  the 
dominions,  especial ly  Canada,  and in Lat in  America.  1  l ie  l ight  
tor  such a  progressive cul ture  is  a  f ight  lor  a  progressive Jew 
ISI  l i fe ,  for  the survival  of  our  people ,  for  i ts  wel l -being,  lot  
general  progress  and democracy.  

I  he lc la t ionship between the s t ruggle  lor  a  progressive 
Amcncan Jewish cul ture  and the s t ruggle  for  a  Jmeral  pro-
gressive cul ture  of  the Amnrimn .  .  "  , 
quest ion that  must  be examined ^ e oPJ-  l s  a» ecpial ly  vi ta  
American, is  an organic  par t  of  ^neral  Amer^ ™S h  " l U u™ "  
as the American Jewish nat ional  t r rnim • e u c a n  cul luie ,  just  

^group , s  a n  organic  par t  of  the 



American nat ion,  l iach cul tura l  movement  and value  created  
by the  American Jewish nat ional  group becomes par t  of  and 
promotes  the  fur ther  development  o l  genera l  American cul­
ture .  In  th is  way,  the  American Jewish nat ional  group,  l ike  
a l l  o ther  American nat ional  groups ,  i s  making i t s  contr ibut ion 
to  bui ld ing and developing t in ;  mul t i -cul tura l  American na­
t ion .  Hut  the  American nat ion is  developing not  only  as  a  
mul t i -cul tura l  na t ion but  is  a lso  beginning to  develop pro­
gress ive  cul tura l  va lues  of  a  common genera l  American char­
ac ter .  *And in  th is  process ,  too ,  American Jews par t ic ipate  
ac t ively .  

Thus ,  i t  mav be  sa id ,  tha t  the  progress ive  American Jews 
par t ic ipate  in  the  development  of  the  progress ive  cul ture  of  
the  American people  as  a  whole  in  two ways:  by c iea t ing and 
propagat ing cul tura l  values  of  the  American Jewish nat ional  
group and"  by t rea t ing and propagat ing cul tura l  values  of  a  
common genera l  American character .  And th is  holds  l ine  in  a l l  
o ther  American nat ional  groups .  

Concluding on the  th i rd  and las t  par t  o l  our  resolut ion,  
I should  l ike  to  emphasize  once  more ,  by way ol  se l f -cr i t ic ism 
t lu-  fo l lowing two points .  Cue is  tha t  whi le  we a te  confronted 
in  the  Je  wish  f ie ld  wi th  two clangers ,  the  pressures  of  bourgeois  
nat ional ism and those  of  bourgeois  ass imi la t ionis in ,  we who 
have been act ive  in  th is  f ie ld  o l  work were  making mis takes  
of  y ie ld ing pr imar i ly  to  the  pressures  of  bourgeois  nat ional ism.  
Consequent ly ,  we must  concentra te  precise ly  on  correct ing and 
e l iminat ing er rors  resul t ing  f rom insuff ic ient  res is tance  to  the  
inf luences  "of  bourgeois  nat ional ism.  Two is  the  necess i ty  
of  combat  t ing  the  pressures  of  bourgeois  ass imi la t  ionism and 
nat ional  n ih i l i sm.  Al l  of  us  must  combat  these  bourgeois  
p iessures  but  especia l ly  must  th is  be  c lone In  those  romiaih  s  
who in  the  pas t  have  underes t imated Par ly  work among the  
Jewish masses ,  who have tended to  confuse  the  posi t ion  of  
Marxism-Leninism on the  Jewish ques t ion wi th  that  of  na­
t ional  n ih i l i sm and bourgeois  ass imi la t ionis in .  

Here  iL i s  necessary  to  say a  few words  about  a  most  ext reme 
case  of  capi tu la t ion to  the  pressures  of  bourgeois  ass imi la t ion-
ism and nat ional  n ih i l i sm,  a  case  which we meet  here  and there  
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among isolated individual  Communists ,  a  remnant  of  clays long 
past  but  which can s t i l l  do a  cer ta in  amount  ol  damage.  

This  extreme case ol  surrender  to  the pressures  ol  bourgeois  
ass imilat ionism and nat ional  nihi l ism can he descr ibed as  fol­
lows:  I t  considers  ihc nat ional  groups in  the U n i t e d  States  a  
react ionary phenomenon,  an expression ol  immigrant  back­
wardness  and incapaci ty  to  become Ainei  i ia t i i /cd.  I t  t l re ic loic  
wants  our  Party to  work,  for  the destruct ion ol  the ual iona 
groups and advocates  the l iquidat ion,  in  la t l .  ol  the nat iot ia  
group work ol  al l  progressive organizat ions and of  the  yat iona 
group work of  the Communist  Par ty .  .1 h is  extreme ease at i< 
remnant  of  past  days has  made i iseJL fe l t  now and then,  par  
t icular ly  in  the held of  the progressive f ra ternal  mass  move­
ments .  With what  resul t?  With the resul t  that  Communists  
found i t  more diff icul t  to  combat  in  these movements  the tea  
c langers  ol .  nat ional is t ,  deviat ions,  which exis t ,  and with tu  
addi t ional  resul t  that  the  growth ol  the mass movements  them­
selves  was hampered and obstr  ucted.  

One of  the worst  . features  of  this  extreme case is  that  i t  
parades as  the only Marxis t -Leninis t  posi t ion on the nat ional  
group quest ion,  and on the nat ional  quest ion in  general ,  and 
operates  only with quotat ion l rorn our  great  teachers .  But  we 
know from his tory that ,  many a  retreat  I rom M a r x i s m - leninism 
was covered and camouflaged with quotat ions i rom Marx 
and Lenin and Stal in .  And we can also see that  the so-cal led 
theoret ical  posi t ions of  this  extreme case are  a  car icature  of  
Marxism on the nat ional  group quest ion.  I t  is  not  Marxism 
at  a l l  but  the ref lect ion of  the inf luences of  bourgeois  assimila­
t ionism combined with Brovvder  revis ionism.  

This extreme case actually manifests contempt for the masses 
ol the national groups. So much so that certain comrades felt 
tnanH rlr01| detect traces of anti-Semitism in this hostility 
ticularly our nationa"^©^1 W°l"k Sencral a"d par" 
It is also a characteristic of this am°ng the Jewish masses-
and minimizes the importance tll3t U bcliules 
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nation;)!  1 topes ol  the progressive Jewish masses !or  the de­
velopment and success of  the Autonomous Jewish Region 
in Birobuljan,  and that  i t  would destroy al together the move­
ment for  anti-fascist  Jewish unity of the democrat ic  lorc.es ol .  
the Jewish people of  al l  countr ies ,  on the so-cal led ground 
that ,  there is  no such thing as a Jewish people.  This  extreme 
ease has nothing but .  host i l i ty to the struggle for  a  progressive 
Jewish culture as well  as  to the progressive cultural  develop­
ments in al l  nat ional  groups.  

In other  words,  we are dealing here with an extreme ease 
of  capitulat ion to the pressures of  bourgeois  assimilat ionism 
which,  because ol  i ts  extreme nature,  manifests  even certain 
traces ol  contempt for  and host i l i ty to i l ie  masses ol  ( l ie  na­
t ional  groups -- t in al  t i tude vvhid i i s  commonly associated with 
t ire  race si iptemacv ideology ol  the Anglo-Saxon imperial is t  
rul ing classes.  I t  goes without  saying that  our Parly wil l  l ight  
l i t is  a t  t i l  ude unti l  i ts  complete eradicat ion.  

But  in doing so,  we must  never forget  that  our past  errors  
in the field of  Jewish work,  part icularly among those act ively 
engaged in i t ,  were the tesult  of .  yielding to the pressures ol  
bourgeois  nat ionalism. And we must  also remember that  our 
f ight  against  the pressures of  bourgeois  assimilat ionist t i ,  espe­
cial ly against  t i re  extreme cases,  wil l  be more successful  the 
bet ter  we l ight  the pressures ol  bourgeois  nat ionalism. 

OUR REPLY TO "CONGRESS WEEKLY' 
fn the l ight  of  our posi t ion on al l  the major problems facing 

the Jewish people and i ts  working class,  what  shall  we say to 
the criticisms of the editorial in Congress Weekly? 

The best  and most  dependable defenders of  the r ights  and 
interests  of  the Jewish people are the Jewish workers and thei i  
closest  al l ies ,  the poorer  sect ions of  the middle classes and the 
progressive intel lectuals  and professionals .  Not the monopo­
lis t ic  bourgeoisie and i ts  hangers-on,  not  the al l ies  of  and col­
laborators  with Bri t ish,  American or  Anglo-American imperi­
al ism, but  the Jewish working class together with al l  other  
anti- imperial is t  and progressive forces in Jewish l i fe  are the 
true spokesmen of our people,  the defenders of  i ts  interests ,  
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the backbone of the struggle for its survival, the promise of its 
future. 

Jewish Communists are part of the Jewish working class, its 
vanguard, its most consistent fighters. Consequently, Jewish 
Communists—as the v anguard of their class—are the best de­
fenders of the rights and interests of the Jewish people. Just, be­
cause the loyalties of tire Jewish Communists are to the Jewish 
workers and their allies, that is, to the masses of the Jewish 
people; and just because the loyalties of the Jewish Commu­
nists are to the ideology of the working class, to Marxism, for 
these very reasons the Jewish Communists are the most loyal, 
devoted and self-sacrilicing fighters for the well-being, progress 
and happiness of the Jewish people. 

The best and most dependable allies of the Jewish people 
among non-Jewish peoples in each country and in the world 
at large are the working classes. The more deeply the working 
classes are imbued with the Marxist ideology and with Com­
munist principles, the more consistent and militant is their 
fight in support of the liberation struggles of oppressed peo­
ples, the greater is their contribution to the liberation struggles 
of the Jewish people. Consequently, Jewish Communists are 
capable of rendering a particularly valuable service to their 
people precisely because they are an inseparable part of the 
general Communist movement of their countries; because the 
Jewish Communists in each country are flesh of the flesh and 
blood of the blood of the general anti-fascist army, headed by 
the working class. It is the class which is the most dependable 
supporter of the struggles of the Jewish people against anti-
Semitism, for equal rights, for the full development of various 
forms of national existence. This is our answer to the assertion 
0 the editorial that the interests of the Jewish people are not 
our primary concern and that we are not able to defend them 
properly. 

uSm'Snl Is thc monal ™«ny ol our people. Where bscmi 
of'S, OUr.Pl°lllc •»»» die, mauer what torn, 
01 is ,he acsiro>cr 

Ctngr*. WeeMy know the answer, Th culUvators''o I "histism 
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are the imperialists and reactionaries, the very same foites 
upon whom official Zionist policy orients for the solution of 
the Jewish question, the very same reactionary and pro-fascist 
forces with whom reactionary Zionist leaders are allied and 
are collaborating. We must not forget that the Silver--Segal 
Zionist leadership contributed its share to the last election 
victory of the Republicans, the victory of the Hoover-Dewey-
Tafi-Bricker reaction which stimulates and promotes fascism 
and anti-Semitism at home and abroad. 

And who are the destroyers of fascism? Who ate the 
saviors of the Jewish people? The democratic and anti­
fascist. camp, the camp of the working class and its progressive 
allies, the camp from which the Communists come, the very 
same camp which the editorial in Congress Weekly declares 
incapable of defending the interests of the Jewish people. 

Congress Weekly is right in saying that Marxist or COIIU.FH.I-

nist ideology is the ideology of the working class. But. from 
this great truth some other truths follow, which Congress 
Weekly does nor. mention. The first is that the working class 
is the most progresisve force of its people and its best defender: 
and, secondly, that the ideology of Zionism and of Jewish 
nationalism, is also a class ideolopv. Zionism and nationalism 

CO i 

are the ideology of the Jewish bourgeoisie, that is, the ideology 
of a class among whom imperialist reaction finds allies and col­
laborators of considerable influence, even though certain Jew­
ish bourgeois circles are inclined in a progressive direction and 
are collaborating with the progressive camp. 

In short, there are no classless ideologies. There are ideolo­
gies of progressive classes and ideologies of reactionary classes. 
The former are progressive ideologies, and the latter are re­
actionary ideologies. 

Any assertion, no matter from what source: 01 how mo­
tivated, that the Communists have adopted a negative and 
hostile altitude to the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine, is untrue, 
has no basis in fact, is nothing but slander and distortion. 
Such an assertion may be helpful to reactionary Pi­
ties, but it hurts the Yislniv which needs all the allies, sym­
pathy and support it can get. Nor ,s u true that we oppose 
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or  arc  . indifferent  to  Jewish immigrat ion into Palest ine.  Nor  
is  i t  t rue that  we are  host i le  or  indifferent  to  the progressive 
developments  in  Jewisl i  cul ture  in  Palest ine.  

Our  posi t ion on al l  these quest ions is  crystal  c lear .  I t  has  
been made so b)  the Parly 's  resolut ion on jewisl i  work.  We 
consider  the Yislmv a  vi ta l  par t  o l  our  people ,  which is  de­
veloping as  a  nat ional i ty .  And we are  determined to  do al l  
in  our  power to  help real ize  the equal  nat ional  r ights  pi  the 
Yishuv,  including the r ight  of  jews to  i i .nmig.rate ,  by l ight ing 
with the ent i re  camp ol:  ant i  fascism ar id  democracy lor  a  
democrat ic  not  imperial is t  and not  react ionary—Jewish-Arab 
solut ion ol  the Palest ine cr  is is ,  a  solut ion which wil l  lead to  
an independent :  Palest ine of  Jews and Arabs guaranteeing the 
equal  nat ional  r ights  of  both peoples .  We.  bel ieve that  such 
a  solut ion can l ie  advanced mater ia l ly  by t ransferr ing Pales­
t ine to  the United Nat ions.  We bel ieve,  fur thermore,  that  
the key to  the solut ion of  the  Palest ine cr is is  is  Jewish-Arab 
uni ty  for  an independent  s ta te  of  the two peoples .  

1 his .  ol  course: ,  i s  very much di i lerent  f rom and opposed 
to  off ic ia l  Zionis t  pol icy,  which the edi tor ia l  in  Congress  
Weekly  makes i t  own.  But  i t  is  a  progressive Jewish posi t ion 
shared -by considerable  sect ions of  the Jewish people  in  the 
United States ,  in  Europe,  and-  very important  - in  Palest ine 
i tself .  I t  is  a  posi t ion capable  of  serving Jewisl i  people 's  in­
terests  much bet ter  than off ic ia l  Zionism,  especial ly  the Si lver-
Segal  vers ion.  

The edi tor ia l  in  Congress  Weekly  is  not .  sa t isf ied with 
Jewish l i fe  in  the Soviet ,  Union.  But  this  is  not  because 
Jewish l i fe  there  is  not  Jewish enough in  form,  as  the edi­
tor ia l  suggests ,  but  because i t  is  social is t  in  content .  The edi­
tor ia l  qui te  obviously does not  l ike the social ism of  the Soviet  
Union even though i t  l ikes  the system of  nat ional  l iberat ion 
and t rue nat ional  equal i ty  which pervai ls  there .  But .  the  
inescapable  object ive fact  is  that  the reason the Soviet  Union 
l ias  this  complete  system of  nat ional  l iberat ion and t rue 
equal i ty  and fr iendship of  nat ions and peoples  is  because i t  is  
a  Soviet ,  social is t  s ta te  which has  solved the nat ional  quest ion 
on the basis  of  the  teachings of  Marx,  Engels ,  Lenin and 
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Stal in .  That  is  why the Jews of  the Soviet  Union enjoy com­
plete  and real ,  not  only formal ,  equal i ty  in  al l  par ts  of  the 
country and in  a l l  spheres  of  l i fe .  That  is  why the Soviet  Jews 
Itave now the opportuni ty ,  never  before  enjoyed by our  people  
anywhere,  of  bui lding a  Jewish nat ion in  Birobidjan,  Jewish 
in form,  social is t  in  content .  That  is  why ant i -Semit ism is  
t reated in  the Soviet  Union as  a  cr ime.  

Our advice to  the edi tors  of  Congress  Weekly  is  to  make up 
their  minds that  s ince the great  social is t  revolut ion in  Russia  
in  October  1917,  many nat ions and peoples  have gained the 
opportuni ty  to  develop a  nat ional  l i fe  not .  on bourgeois  but  on 
social is t ;  foundat ions;  that  nat ions and peoples  began to  de­
velop nat ional  J ives  that  are  nat ional  in  for th  and social is t  in  
content ;  dial  the same has happened to  the Jewish people  in  
the Soviet .  Union;  that . ,  consequent ly ,  we now have in  var ious 
par ts  of  the  world forms ol  Jewish nat ional  exis tence that  are  
different  in  content—some being bourgeois  in  content ,  or  pre­
dominant ly  so.  while  others  are  .soc ia l is t  in  eon tern cir  pre­
dominant ly  so;  and,  las t ly ,  that  the democrat ic ,  progressive 
and ant i - fascis t  forces  of  the Jewish peoples  of  a l l  conntr i .es ,  
regardless  of  their  social  systems,  are  capable  of  col laborat ing 
lor  the welfare ,  f reedom and survival  of  our  people ,  are  capable  
ol  working together  as  a  people  for  the good of  our  people .  

Last ly  about  the concern of  the  edi tor ia l  for  the future  
readiness  of  Jewish Communists  to  cooperate  with other  Jewish 
progressive forces .  On this  score there:  should be no need for  
any addi t ional  assurances on our  par t .  Firs t ,  there  are  out  
deeds.  We maintain that  no other  group in  American Jewish 
l i fe  has  cooperated so loyal ly  with other  progressive foic .es  01 
common and agreed ends.  Secondly,  there  is  our  resolut ion 
which is  bui l t :  completely on the pol icy of  ant i - fascis t  J e v"®_ 
uni ty  of  a l l  democrat ic  forces .  Ariel  the  edi tors  o  'Ong .  
Weekly  know very well that C o m m u n i s t  resolutions are 
just words but deeds, that with Communists a ieso 1 
guide io action. And this is what our ^^p^sive 
guide to the further cooperation wit 1 . That wC shall 
forces for the rights ancl interests ot . _lir saving. But aren't 
propagate our Marxist ideology goes without saymg 
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the editors of Congress Weekly propagating a bourgeois na­
tionalist ideology, doing it not in a Zionist journal but in a 
publication of a non-party organization, the American Jewish 
Congress? 

The American scene is for us the central and major scene. 
So it is for the masses of our people in the United States. We 
are therefore glad to note that the editorial in Congress Week­
ly is able to say that, as regards a number of points in our reso­
lution dealing with the American scene, "we of the American 
Jewish Congress, as well as all genuinely progressive groups, 
can substantially agree/' For this agreement we shall work. 
We shall strive to make the struggle for a progressive Jewish 
life in America the central and all important struggle in the 
American Jewish national group. This is dictated by the best 
interests of the Jewish masses in America as well as of our 
people in all other countries. 

In coming to a close, it remains for me to say that in the 
ideological field, the central and major task is the light for 
Marxism, for the Marxist solution of the national and colonial 
quesLion and of the Jewish question, for the Marxist solution 
of all major problems of humanity. In whatever'field. of 
united working class, anti-fascist and general progressive effort. 
wre are engaged, we shall prove of greatest value to our class 
and people by making our special contribution to the common 
effort—the contribution of Marxist-Leninists, the contributions 
of the champions of the working class and of its leading liberat­
ing mission in the progressive movements of the people. 



C O M M U N I S T  W O R K  A M O N G  T H E  
A M E R I C A N  J E W I S H  M A S S E S  

RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL GROUPS COM­
MISSION OF THE C.P.U.S.A., OCTOBER, 1946 

COMMUNIST WORK among- the Jewish masses, as in ali other 
fields., must be based upon the program and policies of the 
Party. At the present, time, the main approach to our Jewish 
work is the general line of the Party for the struggle against 
the offensive of American imperialist reaction and its drive for 
world domination, for peace and democracy, against: the un­
folding attacks upon the economic standards and political 
rights of labor and its allies. The special policy problems in 
our Jewish work must be approached and solved from the 
general Party position for the building of an anti-imperialist, 
anti-fascist labor-democratic coalition, headed by labor, to 
combat and defeat the warmongering, reactionary pro-fascist 
offensive of the monopolies in the United States. 

The struggle against anti-Semitism and for equal rights for 
the Jewish people is a basic part of the general struggle against 
the imperialist offensive. It is therefore the duty and respon­
sibility of all progressive forces of the American people, espe­
cially of labor, the trade unions, and the Communist Party, 
to fight militant!}' for the outlawing of anti-Semitism and 
against all forms of discrimination and segregation. 

Since anti-Semitism is -fundamentally a product of social 
systems of class and national oppression in this country, it 
will be completely and permanently uprooted, and eventu­
al iv disappear altogether, only with the abolition of capitalism 
and the establishment of Socialism in the United States. But 
the fight to combat anti-Semitism, to outlaw it, and to protect 
the equal rights of the Jewish masses against all forms of dis-
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crimination, is a light of a general tie 
equal rights for all. It is a major pa 
imperialist reaction which uses am 
chief weapons to divide and demora 
nienls of the people and to slrengt 
light against anti-Semitism is a centt 
uproot fascism. Anti-Semitism is or 
fascism, i.e., of the open and terio 
most reactionary sections of finance 
the physical annihiliation of the ] 
a g a i n s t  a n t i - S e m i t i s m  a n d  l o t  e q u  
p e o p l e  i s  a  l i g h t  a g a i n s t  a l l  r e a c t i o n  
f a s c i s t  i d e o l o g i e s  o l  r a t  e  s i i p e i  i o i  i l l  
| i i n  ( a o w i s i n  a n d  a l l  l o r n i s  o l  n a  
\ e g r o  p e o p l e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  l l i e o t s  <  
i . u c  " s i i p e i  i o i  i i \ I t  i s  a  l i g h t  l o i  t l  
a n d  p e o p l e s  a  n i l  l o i  l i e  d t  1 1 1  <  > t  l a  I  r  
d i e  \  n  l e i  i (  a  1 1  p e o p l e  a  I  i d  I t s  \ v <  > t  f  i  

/ /  t ,  , ; • : < (  > l \  / > ,  o g > «  t i n  
I  h e  m a i n  '  : / . • / • ,  h o  <  
p (  • n i l  i  i l l  u r n  a i u m r  t h e  ; c " . / ; / / / g  j ' < <  
t h e  u n i t y  u n i t  i n l e y i i l x  o l  t h e  t a r  
m o n n j i o t i e s  f i r e  t i y i n i ^  t o  u n d e r n i i m  

A  m a j o r  p h a s e  o l  t h e  s n u g g l e  a u  
h e  a  s \ s t e i n a l i (  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  l i g h t  
J e w i s h  d i s c  )  i i u i n a t i o n .  I  h e s e  d i s c i  i n  
i n  e d i u a t i o n ,  i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i g h t s ,  a n d  
o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  d u e  t o  t h e  o l l e n s i x e  
t h e  I  n i i e d  S t a l e s .  \  1 1  n a i i o n a l i l s  g r  
a i e  \  i t  t i n t s  o f  s u c h  t y p e s  o l  d i s c i  i m i l  
A e g i o  p e o p l e ,  t  l i e s  h a \ e  a s s u m e d ,  
c a s e s ,  i l i i  d a s t a r d l y  l o t  i n  o f  l a s i i s i  l i l  
p e r s e i  u i i o n s .  I  I i c m :  a r e  a l s o  h c g i i i n i t  
J e w s .  H e m e ,  t h e  l i g h t  a g a i n s t  t i l l  I  
a n d  i c J i g i o u s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  h a s  l u - t  
American people, especially ol the 
i n s e p a r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i g h t  f o r  p e a e i  
and economic security. 
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I. The General Situation and Immediate Tasks 

An analysis  of  the  present  s i tuat ion among the American 
Jewish masses  discloses  the fol lowing character is t ics .  

1 .  A growing awareness  of  the  new ant i -Semit ic  and pro-
fascis t  dangers ,  accompanying the warmongering,  imperial is t  
offensive of  the American monopolies ,  and of  the  special  
threats  to  the Jewish people  inherent  in  these dangers .  

•i. There is a relatively high degree of understanding among 
Jewish workers ,  and growing middle  class  c i rc les  as  wel l ,  that  
the f ight  against  the  new ant i -Semit ic  dangers  can be waged 
effect ively only in  a l l iance with labor ,  with the Negro people  
whose pol i t ical  weight  in  progressive American l i fe  is  con­
t inual ly  growing,  with other  nat ional ly  disci  iminatcd and 
persecuted groups,  and with al l  the  progressive movements  
of  the  American people .  At  the same t ime,  there  is  a  dis t inct  
increase in  the act ivi t ies  of  the  react  ionai  ies  among the Jewish 
masses ,  i .e . .  ol  react ionarv bourgeois-nat ional is ts ,  bouigeois-
assimilat ionis ts  and Social-Democrats .  

T h e r e  i s  a  g r o w i n g  m i s t r u s t  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h  m a s s e s  i n  
t h e  ' T r u m a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  l i t i s  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h e  g c n c i a l  
p o l i t i c a l  c o u r s e  o l  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  
a l l a i r s .  a  c o u r s e  w h i c h  i s  i m p e r i a l i s t  a n d  i c a c  t i o u a r y .  M o s t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e  J e w i s h  m a s s e s  a r e  a l l c c t c d  b v  t h e  A d m u i i s  
t r i l l i o n ' s  y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e  w a r m o n g e r i n g  a n d  a n t i - S o v i e t  i n c i t e  
i n c u t s  o l  t i l e  m o n o p o l i e s ,  b y  i t s  h e l i a c a l  o l  I  l i e  l i g h t  l o t  t h e  
I - T . C b y  i t s  I , l i b i t  e  t o  c o m b a t  a n t i - S e m i t i s m ,  b y  i t s  h y p o  
c r i t i c . i l  a n d  i m p e r i a l i s t  e  o u r . s e  i n  P a l e s t i n e ,  a n d  b y  i t s  c o n t i n u a l  

d e p a r t  l i r e  f r o m  R o o s e v e l t  s  p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i c  i e s .  

, | .  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r l y  c i r c l e s  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  c l e m  
o n s t r a l c  a w a r e n e s s  o l  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l o r  r e a c t i o n .  I  l i t - '  
a d d s  t o  t h e  s e t  i o n s  c l a n g e r  o l  r e a c t  i o n a i v  R e p u b l i c a n  e l e c  t o t a l  
v i e  l o t  i e s  a n d  o l  a  s t r e n g t h e n e d  l e a d  i o u a r y  b i p a r t i s a n  c o a l i ­
t i o n  i n  C o n g r e s s .  B u t  1 1 1 0 1 c  p r o n o u n c e d  a m o n g  I  l i e  J e w i s h  
m a s s e s  i s  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  l a b o i  - c l c m o t  i . i l i c  
c o a l i t i o n  a n d  t o w a r d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  l o r c c s  o l  t h e  t h i i d - p a i t y  
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m o v e m e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  o l d  l o y a l t i e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  t  n  
D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  s t i l l  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r i .  

5 .  T h e r e  a r c  g r o w i n g  t r e n d s  a m o n g  J e w i s h  w o i k e i s  t o w . n  
t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  l a b o r  n i c w e m r n t ,  i n  t i n  C .  I . (  
a n d  t h e  A .  F .  o f  L .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l h  n m k e a b l e  a m o n g  i l  
n a t i v e - b o r n ,  b u t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  e v i d e n t  a m o n g  t i n -  n i t n r i i r / . i  
Y e t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  S o c i a l - D e m o i  1  . i t s  1 - .  - 1 1  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n  A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  l i f e .  T h i s  s t r e n g t h  h a s  1  
s o u r c e  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n s  u l  t i n  J e w i s h  I h i i ,  
F o r x o a r d  g r o u p  i n  c e r t a i n  t r a d e  u n i o n s  a n d  I r a n  m a  I  n i g . m i /  
t i o n s  ( I .  L .  G .  W .  I I . ,  W o r k m e n ' s  C i r c l e )  a s  w i l l  a s  m  s o n  
p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t s  ( L i b e r a l  P a r t y ) ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  s p c - M . d  J r \  
i s h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  f i e l d  o l  i n t e t e s t s  o !  i f  
J e w i s h  n a t i o n a l i t y  g r o u p .  T h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  S o c i a l  I  h  u n i t  1  a  
e x p l o i t ,  t h i s  f i e l d  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d o m i n a t i o n  o l  t h e  J e v  
i s h  L a b o r  C o m m i t t e e .  I n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e l d ,  l i t e  r e a c i i o u a i  
S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t s  o p e i a l e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h v  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  J e w i s  
S c i e n t i f i c  I n s t i t u t e  ( Y .  W  ( > . )  l o r  t e a c l i o n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  p i t  
p o s e s .  

f > .  C o m m u n i s t  i n l l t i e t i c  e  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h  m a s s e  s  i s  g r o w  
i n g .  T h i s  r e s u l t s ,  f u s t  o l  a l l .  f r o m  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  t e a l i / a t i o  
t h a t  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t s '  i s  n o t  o n l v  t h e  h e s t  d e l e n d e r  o l  l i t  
e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a i m s  o l  l a h o i ,  h u t  t h a t  i t  h a s  a l s  
p r o v e n  t h e  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t  f i g h t e r  a g a i n s t  a n t i - S e m i t i s m ,  r e  
a c t i o n ,  a n d  f a s c i s m .  

W h i l e  g r a v e l y  h a m p e r e d  b y  s t i l l  e x i s t i n g  r e m n a n t s  t  
B r o w d e r  r e v i s i o n i s m .  C o m m u n i s t  w o r k  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s  
m a s s e s  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  m a t e r i a l l y  t o w . u d  s i r e  n g i  l i e  n i n g  t b  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  P a r t y  a m o n g  t h e  J e w i s h  w o t  I t e r s  a n d  a l s .  

a m o n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s .  
F i n a l h .  a  p o t e n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  o l  a n t  i - l a s c  i - ,  

i n f l u e n c e  a m o n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  m a s s e s  i n  l i t i s  p c r i c *  
h a s  b e e n  t h e  c o n t a c t  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  A m e r i c a ]  
J e w s  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  J e w s  i n  c o m m o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s  
a n t i - S e m i t i s m  a n d  f a s c i s m  a n d  l o r  J e w i s ! )  l i g h t s ,  a n d  i n  c u l  
t u r a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  ' I b i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n i  
t h e  w a r  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  h e l p i n g  t o  w i n  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  i s  n o v  
d e v e l o p i n g  a s  a  f o r c e  f o r  f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  A n i c r i t a i  

40 



and  Sovie t  peoples  and  lo t  p romot ing  the  vu l ture  and  wel l -
be ing  of  the  Jewish  people .  

The  col labora t ion  be tween  the  Amer ican  and  Sovie t  Jews  
has  he lped  in  combat t ing  the  tea i l ionary  inf luences  coming  
f rom the  ideologica l  and  programmat ic  pos i t ions  of  Z ionism,  
f rom bourgeois  ass in i i l a t ion ism ( ( .ounc i l  lo r  Juda ism,  the  
Amer ican  Jewish  ( .ommit lee ,  sec t ions  o l  the  leadersh ip  of  the  
Jo in t  Dis t r ibu t ion  ( ' .ommit lee) ,  and  l imn Socia l -Demonat i sm 
( the  leadersh ip  o l  the  Jewish  I  , abor  Commit tee ,  the  I 'onvord ,  
Dubinskv .  e tc . ) .  

7 .  P roblems of  re l ie f  and  1 ehabi l i l a t ion  of  the  Jewish  masses  
in  the  l ibera ted  count r ies  occupy a  major  p lace  in  the  l i l e  o l  
the :  Amer ican  Jewish  masses  and  in  the  ac t iv i t i es  of  the i r  01  
gan i /a  1 i ons .  In  th i s  f ie ld ,  the  major  ac t iv i t i es  of  the  Jewish  
workers  and  sec t ions  of  the  middle  c lasses  dur ing  the  wat  wcic  
devoted  to  Russ ian  war  re l ie l .  in  cons iderab le  measure  t luough 
t lu  Jewish  Counci l  o l  Russ ian  War  Rel ie l .  1  he  end  o l  the  
wat  and  the  resu l t ing  new s i tua t ion  haw produced  a  numbei  
o l  changes  in  these  ac id i t i es ,  main ly  in  the  d i rec t ion  o l  work  
of  1  id  tu t  a  1  r e la t ions  and  cer ta in  lo i tns  o l  work  o l  rchabi l i l a  
t  i on .  

S ince  the  l ibera t ion  of  Po land  in  the  Red  At  my.  the  work  
of  Jewish  re l ie l  and  rehabi l i t a t ion  in  Poland ,  and  the  snug­
gle  in  suppor t  o l  the  new Pol i sh  s ta te ,  has  become a  ccn l iu l  
task  in  the  genera l  work  o l  Jewish  re l ie l  and  rehabi l i t a t ion .  
I t  has  a l so  become a  f ie ld  o l  ac t iv i ty  in  which  sharp  c lashes  
a re  tak ing  p lace  be tween  the  an t i - fasc i s t  un i ty  fences  among 
the  Jews  and  the  reac t ionary  na t iona l i s t s ,  ass imi la t ion is t s ,  and  
Socia l -Democra ts .  1  he  democra t ic  forces  suppor t  a  peoples  
program which  ca l l s  fo r  the  bu i ld ing  of  the  new Jewish  com­
muni ty  in  Poland ,  whi le  fac i l i t a t ing  the  emigra t ion  f rom 
Poland  of  those  Jews  who so  des i re .  The  reac l iona t  ies ,  a l ­
though not  un i ted ,  a re  work ing  aga ins t  the  bu i ld ing  of  the  
Jewish  communi ty  in  Poland .  At  t imes  the  reac l iona t  ies  p ic -
c ip i ta te  pan ic  f l igh ts  f rom Poland  by  var ious  Jewish  groups .  
They  explo i t  the  t rag ic  and  t tu ly  d i f f icu l t  s i tua t ion  which  tc -
su l t s  f rom the  te r ror i s t ic  a t tacks  of  Pol i sh  fasc i s t s  upon  Jews  
as  wel l  as  upon  labor  and  o ther  democra t ic  e lements .  In  a l l  
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this, they have the expectation of bringing most oi  these emi­
grants into Palestine. 

The major issues in this clash are. the following: I he demo­
cratic unity forces among the Jews propose to fight for site 
safety, equal rights, and "well-being of the Jewish people in 
Poland by joining with the progressive forces and government 
of Poland to uproot, the remnants of fascism and reaction in 
Poland, to help consolidate the new Polish state, and to sup­
port the struggle for Big Three collaboration in the United 
Nations for peace. They aim thereby to eliminate anti-Semi­
tism and all anti-Jewish attacks. 

On the other  'hand,  react ionary Zionis ts ,  ass imilat ioir is ts ,  
and Social  Democrats  propose in  effect  that  the Jews abandon 
this  f ight ,  and qui t  Poland completely.  On this  basis ,  the  
Zionis ts  are  carrying on a campaign for  mass  migrat ion from 
Poland and the whole of  Europe as  the bourgeois-nat ional is t :  
answer to  ant i -Semit ism.  .1 he  react ionary assimilat ionis ts  and 
Social  Democrats  are  agi ta t ing against  the new Pol ish s la te  
and i ts  government  a.s  being " impotent : ' '  to  protect  the Jews.  
They piciend to  fawn- " in  pr inciple"  the bui lding of  the  
Jewish community in  Poland if  a  govei  nment  were to  come 
into power capable  of  protect ing the Jews.  By this  they mean 
a  government  host i le  to  t i re  Soviet  Union and fr iendly to  the 
react ionary forces  of  the  old Pol ish regime,  who are  now st imu­
lat ing t in: :  te i  ior is t jc  a t tacks upon the Jews in  Poland and 
upon Poland 's  democrat ic  fences gent  ia l ly .  I  h is  is ,  in  sadi­
s tance,  t l ie  posh ion of  the Fonrai r / -Dubiusky leadership of  
the Jewish Labor  Commit tee ,  a  posi t ion masked by intensive 
mnnonce)  ing and false  pr•(• tensions which we must ,  expose fu­
t i le  energet ic  deveiopmem. of  the ant i - fascis t  uni ty  pol icy 
among the suppoi  tors  and at l t l ia . t .es  of  the  Jewish.  Labor  Com­
mit  lee .  

The l ight :  against  this  posi t ion of  the Jewish react ionaries  is  
pai l  of  the  general  f iglu 'against  the warmongers  and reac­
t ionaries  Hence,  the woik of  re l ief  and rehabi l i ta t ion in  
Poland,  and in  the other  Jewish communit ies  in  the l iberated 
countr ies  is  of  crucial  importance.  

Final ly ,  and of  a  different  nat ine,  is  the  work of  growing 
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numbers of  American Jews ami other  progressive forces for  
the building of Birobidjan.  A broad movement is  growing 
which is  contr ibuting much toward strengthening the t ies  of  
collaborat ion between the American and Soviet  jews.  I  his  
support  to Birobidjan draws inspirat ion from the outlawing 
of ant i-Semitism in the Soviet  Union,  the complete equali ty 
and fraternal  col laborat ion of al l  nat ionali t ies  in that  land,  
and the development of  Birobidjan as  a Jewish Autonomous 
Region.  This  progressive movement in the l i fe  ot  the Ameri­
can Jews must  be act ively supported.  

8.  The struggles in Palest ine are having many repercussions 
in American Jewish l i fe .  They are taking place in the midst  of  
developing l iberat ion currents  in the Arabian Middle East ,  a  
"-rowing t rade union movement among the Arab workers,  pro­
gressive developments in the Jewish trade unions,  growing 
solidari ty between the Arab and Jewish workers arid growing 
opposit ion among the democrat ic  Jewish forces in Palest ine 
to the official  Zionist  Bil trnore program for a Jewish Common­
wealth in Palest ine.  Furthermore,  the struggles in Palest ine 
are taking place at  a  t ime when Bri t ish imperial ism is  building 
an anti-Soviet  bloc in that  region,  as  well  as  major mil i tary 
bases,  and when American imperial ism is  aggressively expand­
ing i ts  penetrat ion in the Middle East ,  while the prest ige ot  
the Soviet  Union and i ts  ant i- imperial is t  and peace policies 
are r is ing.  As a result  of  these developments,  the Palest ine 
.s truggles are having the fol lowing main effects  upon the 
American Jewish masses.  

a)  In the Zionist  movement of  the United States,  the main 
leadership has passed into the hands ot  the most  react ionary 
elements,  headed by Rabbi  Silver .  '1  l iese arc also,  in many 
cases,  part  of  the conservative and react ionary forces in general  
American poli t ical  l i fe ,  the forces represented by fai t ,  Hoover,  
Hearst ,  e tc .  At the same t ime,  the growing iea. l izat . ion in Zion­
ist  c ircles that  the Zionist  program-lire Bil tmnre program of 
turning Palest ine into a  Jewish state or  Commonwealth—is in 
deep crisis ,  is  s t imulat ing the development in the American 
Zionist ,  movement of  progressive and (democrat ic  tendencies 
desirous of  working lor  Arab-Jewish collaborat ion and lor  
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support  to  l i ter  peace ami ami- teosl  pol ic ies  ol  the soviet  

U  b)°A. , , , rng the wide,  masses  o f  American jev« pomst- inl lm 
c„r«l  as  wel l  as  non Zionis t ,  the  cns .s  in  Hie B. l tmore Got , , -
monweal t l i  program gives  r ise  to  tendencies ,  winch must  be 
helped to  f ind adequate  expression,  tow a id  a  muted demo­
crat ic 'and a n t i - imperial is t  posi t ion of  the Jewish people  lor  
the support  of  the Palest ine Yisluiv,  based on Jewish-Arab 
col laborat ion for  a  free  and independent  Palest ine.  Ibis  is  
accompanied by growing dis i l lusionment  in  the so-cal led 
fr iendship of  Bri t ish imperial ism.  The i l lusions which stal l  
pers is t  in  the so-cal led f r iendship of  American imperial ism 
J H t is t  be  systematical ly  exposed and diss ipated.  

9 .  The react ionary Social-Democrats  the Formii-d-Dubimky 
leadership of  the Jewish Labor  Commit tee-arc  developing 
very intense act ivi t ies .  They are  spearheading among the Jew­
ish masses  the imperial is t  war  inci tements  against :  the  Soviet  
Union and are  al l ied with the camp of  ' 'get- tough-wit i i - l l imbr 
react ionaries ,  wi th  Deiukin,  P»or  and Churchi l l .  I  bey a te  also 
working lot  the  restorat ion ol :  the  Second Internat ional ;  and 
at  the same t ime they cont inue without  le tup to  s t ruggle  
against  labor  uni ty  in  America and against  the World Fed­
erat ion of  Trade Unions.  I ' l l  rough numerous agents  ar id  emis­
sar ies ,  the  dominant  leadership of  the  Jew Lit  Labor  Com­
mit tee  is  carrying on these react ionary act ivi t ies ,  not  only in  
die  United States ,  but  in  many European count  l  ies  (e .g . ,  
France) ,  as  wel l  as  in  Lat in  America.  On the quest ion of  
Poland,  the Forward leadership ol  the Jewish Labor  Com­
mit tee  is  maneuvering,  due to  pressure f rom below and some 
internal  divis ions,  pretending to  accept  the new regime in 
Poland,  while  or ient ing i ts  main pol i t ical  work on a  s t ruggle  
against  the new Poland,  i t  wil l  therefore  be necessary to  un­
fold a  broad campaign for  united at  l ion of  a l l  Jewish workers ,  
t rade unionis ts ,  ar id  other  democrat ic  fences,  wi th  special  con 
cemrnt ion among the supporters  and aff i l ia tes  of  the  Jewish 
Labor  Commit tee ,  in  support  of  the new Poland,  for  the 
bui lding of  the  new Jewish community in  Poland,  for  com­
bat t ing the react ionary forces  in  the United States  which 
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stimulate la.stisl reaction in X'oland, ami for a p»Uqr of 
friendship by the American government toward the new 
Poland and i ts  democrat ic  government.  

On the quest ion ol  Palest ine,  the react ionary Social  Demo­
crat ic  leaders ( /wrmrd-Dubinsky-Rogoll)  are maneuvet  tug to 
hide the lad that  their  l ine const i tutes t reachery to the Jewish 
people and to the Palest ine Yishuv.  The Forward completely 
supports  the imperial is t  and warmaking policies ol  Bevm 
and Churchil l ,  the policies that  ate  responsible for  the Bri t ish 
imperial is t :  terror  and oppression in Palest ine and the hateful  
schemes of  part i t ion rejected by most  Arabs and Jews in I  a!  
est ine.  However,  i t  is  t rying to obsaue this  fact  by mildly 
remonstrat ing with Bevin for  the "mistakes '  oihis  tact ics  in 
regard to the Jewish community in Palestine. 1 lie J-or ward 
group part icularly supports  the policies of  American imperial­
ism and i ts  orientat ion upon an Anglo-American bloc against  
l i re  Soviet  Union,  the colonial  peoples ( including the Jewish 
and Arab communit ies  in Palest ine);  and the new democracies 
in Europe. This duplicity and treachery of the lonoard-
Dubinsky group is  al ienating Ironi  i t  growing number 's  of  i ts  
present  supporters  and creat ing strains and divisions within 
the group.  Thus new and more favorable condit ions are aris­
ing for  united anti- imperial is t ,  ant i-fascist  act ions with work­
ers  and groups under Social-Democrat ic  leadership,  in the 
struggle for  labor unity and for  people 's  anti-fascist  unity.  

The react ionary Social  Democrat ic  leaders are also very 
act ive in the Jewish f ield.  'Their  main aim is  to distupt  the 
unity ol  the democrat ic  fortes among the Jewish masses.  
They especial ly s tr ive to end the collaborat ion ol  the Ameri­
can Jewish Labor 'Council  and the Jewish People 's  Fraternal  
Order ol  the I .  W. O. with the other  democrat ic  forces of  the 
American Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Confer­
ence.  J hese disruptive act ivi t ies  receive the support  of  the 
assimilat ionist  big bourgeoisie,  on the one hand,  and the 
leaci ionary bourgeois  nat ionalis ts ,  on the other .  ' .Phis  accounts 
fot  the periodic get- together of  these elements for  common 
act ion (Jewish Labor Committee,  American Jewish Com­
mittee,  and certain forces,  f rom the Zionist  movement)  as  
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against the un.itv movements of the denitx ratic elements m 
Jewish hie:. However, on this issue of. Jewish democratic: unity 
the Parf.v has made substantial advances against the reaction­
ary Social-Democratic leaders driving them into positions of 
partial isolation from the Jewish masses on many pracucal 
questions. 

In this held, in addition to remnants ol. .Bvowderism, our 
main difficulty has been our weakness in helping to overcome 
the continued inadequate participation of progressive Jewish 
trade unionists in the light for the Jewish people's interests 
and Jewish democratic unity. This weakness is being slowly 
overcome by the development of-tin: American Jewish Labor 
Council as an active and leading body ot tire American Jewish 
masses. This will help greatly to advance the positions ol the 
progressive forces in the tiade union movement. 

The internal political orientation ol the reactionary Social-
Democrats is upon the emergence of an anti-Soviet: combina­
tion, if need be through a. reactionary third party, capable of 
decisively influencing the policies of the Truman Administra­
tion or of facilitating the coming into power of a government 
that will be so influenced. Some of the political objectives of 
this Social Democratic group are being lu.)filled in part: by 
Lire reactionary bipartisan coalition in Congress, but the 
openly anti-labor character of this coalition makes it impos­
sible lor the reactionary So<ia! Democrats to collaborate with 
it openly. Hence, their aim is to bring about a somewhat dif­
ferent combination in which tire reactionary trade union 
bureaucracy and Social-Democrats will play a decisive part. 
Hence, it is necessary to expose the reactionary, divisive, and 
imperialist character of the so-called "third parry" maneuvers 
of the reactionary Social-Democratic leaders, popularizing 
among the masses, and winning their support for the develop­
ing labor-democratic coalition of all progressive, anti-fascist, 
anti-imperialist forces, and lor the eventual organization of a 
people's anti-monopoly party. 

The struggle to isolate and defeat the reactionary Jewish 
Social-Democrats is the major task in the struggle for the unity 
of the Jewish workers and the anti-fascist unity of the Jewish 
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people. In this struggle we must aim to win the Social-Demo­
cratic workers and the masses under the domination of re­
actionary Social-Democratic leaders to united actions on a 
broad anti-fascist program of working-class unity, seeking 
joint action with all elements and groups who favor working-
class, anti-fascist, anti-imperialist, and anti-war unity. 

10. In the struggle for the anti-fascist unity of the demooatii. 
forces of the American Jewish masses, the folowing are the 
immediate practical tasks of Jewish labor and of its vanguard, 
the Jewish Communists: 

a) The labor, democratic, and progressive lot cos in the 
American Jewish Congress (the: American Jewish Labor Coun­
cil, the Jewish People's Fraternal Order of the I.W.O., ceit.ain 
forces in the Zionist movement., in the Landsntatisha.ft.en, etc.) 
must, be supported in their struggle for progressive policies ol 
anti-fascist Jewish unity in the American Jewish Congress. Sup­
port must be given to their struggle fot active participation in 
the light of the American Jewish masses against the warmongers 
and lor peace, against anti-Semitism and discrimination, for 
full equality of the Jewish people, and in alliance with the 
Negro people, in alliance and in accord with the main progres­
sive policies of the developing labor-democratic coalition of the 
American people, with Jewish labor effectively represented in 
the leadership of the American Jewish Congress. 

b) The democratic forces in the American Jewish Congress 
must be supported in their struggle for democratic and anti­
fascist policies in the World Jewish Congress, in which the 
democratic forces in Jewish life, especially labor, should be 
adequately and effectively represented. The democratic forces 
in the World Jewish Congress must work consistently for the 
building of Jewish life in the liberated countries of Europe 
in accord with the unity programs of the Jewish communities 
themselves. They must support the national rights of the Jew­
ish Yishuv in Palestine on the basis of Jewish-Arab collabora­
tion for an independent Palestine, and resist all tendencies 
to subordinate the World Jewish Congress to the party policies 
and interests of the Zionist movement. Collaboration between 
the World Jewish Congress and the Soviet Jews for the demo-
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era  t i t  and a m i - fascis t  object ives  of  the  Jewish people  is  an 
indispensable  condi t ion foi  success .  

c)  A s imilar  pol icy must  be suppoi tccl  in  the Aih j Jew­
ish Conference of  act ive s t ruggle  lot  the  r ights  and interests  
of  the Jewish people  in  the U.  S.  as  wel l  as  of  those in  other  
countr ies .  To just i fy  i ts  exis tence. ,  the  Conference must  begin 
to  funct ion as  a  progressive factor  in  American few oh l i fe ,  j n  

"the American scene."  At  the same l ime,  wc must  support  the 
or ientat ion that  the progressive forces  in  the Ameiican Jewish 
Congress have greater  capaci t ies  and opportuni t ies  than in the 
Conference to  help develop the act ivi t ies  of  the  American Jew­
ish masses  on a  democrat ic  ant i - fascis t  uni ty  program..  

d)  We must  cont inue to  work fat  the  e l iminat ion of  a l l  
Browder  revis ionis t  tendencies  to  subordinate  t i re  workers  to  
the bourgeois ie .  Hence,  we must  act ively promote t i re  s t ruggle  
for  the labor-democrat ic  coal i t ion,  headed by the working class ,  
to  check and defeat  the react ionary imperial is t  offensive of  the 
monopolies ,  and systematical!v bui ld  the vanguard role  of  the  
Communist  Par t ) ' .  

e)  We must  act ively support  the upbui lding of  the  Amci  jean 
Jewish Labor  Counci l  both as  a  force capable  of  effect ively 
chal lenging the react ionaty Forwnrd-Dubinsky group which 
dominates  the Jewish Labor  Commit tee ,  and as  a  leading factor  
in  the American Jewish Congress .  We must  act ively support  the 
independent  act ivi t ies  and inf luence of  the Jewish People 's  
I ra  tern a!  Order  ol  the J .YY.O.  and help to  develop i ts  leading 
posi t ion in  the American Jewish Congtess .  A basic  phase ol  
t in 's  work is  the  development  of  the democrat ic  uni ty  progjam 
among the Jewish people  organized in  the Landsrnan.shaj . tcn.  

Ful l  and act ive support  must  be:  g iven to  the work of  the  
Jewish Counci l  ( formerly ol  Russian Rel ief)  in  i ts  new forms 
of  act ivi ty  of  cul tural  re la t ions and rehabi l i ta t ion,  to  the Com­
mit tee  lor  Birobidjan.  to  the Commit  n  < o f  Jewish Wri ters  
and Art is ts ,  to  the Jewish Cul tural  All iance ( leuf) ,  to  the 
Musical  Farbar id ,  and to  die  Progressive Commit tee  of  the 
Workmen's  Circle .  

f )  A broad ideological  and pol i t ical '  campaign must  be car­
r ied on against  a i l  react ionary lorces  in  Jewish l i fe ,  concentrat-
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ing upon the reactionary Social -Denmcrats and the reactionary 
forces in the Zionist and boirrgeois-assimilationist movements. 
In this way v/e must promote die anti-fascist unity of labor and 
all other (lemon ade forces among the Jewish people, and at the 
same rime popularize the Marxist teachings in all fields, 
particularly on the question of national and colonial liberation. 

g) We must particularly support the policy of collaboration' 
and alliance of the American Jewish masses with the Negro 
people, as well as with labor, the progressive forces of all' 
nationality groups, .and the progressive camp in general of the 
American people. The Negro people are especially qualified 
lor the role of vanguard fighter and most, dependable ally in 
the struggle against all forms of national, religious and racial 
oppression and discrimination, and for equal rights. This is so 
because the Negro people are faced with the task of national 
liberation in the South, as well as the task of securing element 
ary and fundamental equal rights in the country as a whole. 
Hence, we must systematically build the alliance between the 
Jewish masses and the Negro people, as an organic part of the 
labor-democratic; coalition of the American people, and we 
must expose and combat all forms and expressions of white 
chauvinism among Jews. 

11. The winning of the Jewish war veterans for the demo­
cratic and anti-fascist struggles and lor membership in the 
Communist Party is now a major task. We must note a 
heightened sensitivity among the war veterans to the dangers 
of anti-Semitism and an intense determination to fight as 
Ameiican Jews together with all war veterans for full equality. 
We must also take note of bourgeois-assimilationist tendencies 
among certain groups of progressive Jewish war veterans which 
threaten to isolate them from the main democratic forces of 
the American Jews. This must therefore be counteracted by 
drawing these war veterans into active struggle against dis­
crimination and anti-Semitism and for Jewish rights. We must 
draw all the practical conclusions from the fact that, the return­
ing war veterans are becoming an important factor in the pro­
gressive movements of the American Jews. 

12. In the struggle for our policies among the American 
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Jewish people,  we must  systematical ly combat the influence 
of  Jewish bourgeois  nat ionalism and Jewish bourgeois  as-
s imilat ionism. The fact  that  these influences have not  been 
adequately combatted,  especial ly during the period of brow­
ser  revisionism, is  now making i t  ncccssaiy to struggle against  
the danger of  deviat ions toward the ideology of  bourgeois  
nat ionalism as expressed in Zionism and Bundism. Both of 
these,  while differing sharply on the quest ion of a  Jewish 
state in Palest ine,  are based upon the react ionary Utopian con­
ception of a  Jewish world-nation,  with the consequent  ten­
dencies toward nat ional  chauvinism and separat ism. Similarly,  
we must  combat the danger of  deviat ions toward bourgeois  
assirni lat iouisin (Council  for  Judaism and American Jewish 
Committee)  which reflects  the pressures of  the Anglo-Saxon 
race supremacy theories of  American imper ial ism. The fight  
against  the danger of  these deviat ions is  a lso a  l ight  against  
revisionism and Social-Democrat ism, which have a (  lose aff ini ty 
to both bourgeois  nat ionalism .and assimilal ionisrn.  Only in 
this  ideological  s truggle wil l  we build the Parly and i ts  in 
f luence among the American Jewish masses.  

up Party Commissions on Jewish work shall  be established 
in al l  States with large Jewish populat ions,  and a National  
Commission on Jewish work shall  also be established.  These 
Commissions shall  guide the work of the Communists  in the 
Jewish f ield,  under the supervision and control  of  the general  
leading organs of  the Party.  These Commissions shall  regularly 
formulate plans of  act ivi ty for  integrat ing the systematic build­
ing of  the Party among the Jewish masses (recruit ing,  press,  
education,  etc.)  into every phase of our mass act ivi t ies  and 
poli t ical  campaigns,  and for  the development of  mass act ivi t ies  
in the Jewish field in the name of the Party.  

i .p Communists  shall  render act ive support  to the Morning 
Freiheit ,  the Jewish anti-fascist  and labor dai ly paper.  We wil l  
support  the Morning Preihei t  Associat ion,  in accord with i ts  
program, as a  non-Party anti-fascist  Jewish organizat ion,  cat  t  y­
ing on i ts  work among both the Yiddish andEnglish-speakii ig 
Jewish masses, for the development of the Morning Freiheit 
as a  unifying poli t ical  center  of  the more consistent .  Jewish ari t i -
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fascis t  movements ,  with a  broad,  mass ,  sustaining,  individual  
membership and a  commit tee  lorrn of  organizat ion.  

II. Palestine Zionism, the Jewish Yishuv, and Our 
Special Tasks 

1.  Communist  par t ic ipat ion in  the s t ruggle  for  ant i - fascis t  
Jewish uni ty ,  against  ant i -Semit ism,  for  the democtat ic  t ights  
of  the Jewish people ,  for  re l ief  and the bui lding of  Jewish l i fe  
in  the l iberated countr ies ,  in  support  ol  the  nat ional  r ights  
of  the Jewish community in  Palest ine,  and for  the bui lding ol  
Birobidjan,  has  been and cont inues to  he of  major  importance 
for  the defense of  the  vi ta l  interests  of  the  Jewish masses  and 
for  the promotion of  the ant i - fascis t  s t ruggles  of  the  whole of  
the American people .  The achievements  in  these f ie lds  have 
great ly  advanced our  posi t ions and inf luence.  However ,  in  the 
course of  these s t ruggles  a  number  ol  ser ious errors  have been 
commit ted which mil i ta ted against  l i te  f i rmer  consol idat ion 
of  the  ideological  posi t ions ol  the working class  and ol  the 
Communist  movement .  

2.  These errors  came to  par t icular  expression on the fol low­
ing points .  While  correct ly  support ing the equal  r ights  ol  the  
Jewish community in  Palest ine;  to  a  I rce  nat ional  development ,  
we fai led to  base this  support ,  especial ly  in  our  pract ical  mass  
work,  upon the joint  Jewish-Arab ant i - imperial is t  s t ruggle  for  
an independent  and democrat ic :  Palest ine which would secaire  
and protect  the equal  nat ional  r ights  of  both the Jewish people  
and the Arab people .  We fai led to  chaw al l  the  necessary con-
elusions f rom the fact  that  the f i rs t  and basic  problem of  
Palest ine is  the  l iberat ion of  that  country from Bri t ish im­
perial is t  dominat ion,  for  this  is  the  pr imary condi t ion for  the 
real izat ion of  the nat ional  r ights  of  the:  Arabs and Jews and 
the free nat ional  development  of  the two peoples  of  Palest ine.  
Consequent ly ,  our  f ight  in  support  of  the nat ional  r ights  of  
the Jewish community in  Palest ine became one-sided and 
dis tor ted,  as  is  par t icular ly  evident  in  the wrong way in  which 
we fought  for  the abrogat ion of  the "White  Paper"  and for  
Jewish immigrat ion into Palest ine.  

3 .  I t  was correct  and necessary to  support  the demand for  the 
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abrogat ion of  the  "White  Paper"  and for  the  r ight  o l  Jews to  
immigrate  to  and se t t le  in  Pales t ine ,  but  i t  was  incorrect  to  
separa te  these  demands ,  in  pract ice ,  f rom the  bas ic  and funda­
menta l  demand for  the  independence of  Pales t ine .  I t  was  in­
correc t  to  place  the  r ight  of  Jewish  immigrat ion in to  Pales t ine  
on any other  bas is  than as  par t  of  the  task  of  genera l  col labora­
t ion  and agreement  of  Arabs  and Jews for  common s t ruggle  
agains t  imper ia l i sm and for  the  independence of  Pales t ine .  

4 .  A s imi lar  one-s idedness  and dis tor t ion  character ized our  
use  of  the  s logan ca l l ing  for  "A Jewish Nat ional  Homeland 
in  Pales t ine ."  This  old ,  widespread,  and popular  s logan among 
the  Jewish people  has  been appropr ia ted  by the  Zionis t  move 
nient  lor  the  promot ion of  i t s  pol i t ica l  a im of  turning Pales t ine  
in to  a  Jewish s ta te—or Commonweal th ,  as  formulated  by the  
so-cal led  Pi l l  more  program and lor  the  spread ol  i t s  bourgeois-
l in l ional is i  ideology based upon the  proposi t ion  l f ia t  a  Jewish 
s ta te  in  Pales t ine  would  be  the  nat ional  homeland of  the  Jews 
o t  a l l  countr ies .  \ \ '<-  must  to ta l ly  re jec t  and sys temat ica l ly  com­
bat  th is  Zionis t  use  o l  the  s logan ol  "A Jewish Nat ional  l loute  
land in  Pales t ine ."  J 'he  Marxis t  pos i t ion  011 the  nat ional  quo 
l ion,  widt  h  is  the  most  t  ons is tcnth  democrat ic  pos i t ion ,  ins is ts  
upon the  equal i ty  ol  na t ions .  I t  re jec ts  a l l  so lu t ions  wl t i th  
subordinate  the  in teres ts  and r ights  of  one  nat ion to  those  of  
another ,  such as  the  i f i l tn io te  program lor  Jewish Sta te  01 
Commonweal th ,  width  would  subordinate  the  nat ional  r ights  
and in teres ts  of  the  Arab people  in  Pales t ine  to  those  of  the  
Jewish people .  Kqual ly .  (he  Marxis t  pos i t ion  re jec ts  the  solu­
t ions  proposed by t in  n-aci  ionary  Arab nat ional is ts ,  who would  
subordinate  to  themseh es  and sacr i f ice  for  the i r  own benef i t  
1 he  nat ional  l ights  and in teres ts  of  the  |cwish  people .  

1  l ie  Maois t  posi t ion  on the  ( jucs t iou of  a  Jewish Nat ional  
Homeland in  Pales t ine  is :  

a )  I  ha l  only  an  independent  Pales t ine  wi l l  c rea te :  the  condi­
t ions  for  the  f ree ,  na t ional  development  of  the  Jewish Yishuv,  
which wi l l  thus  rea l ize  i t s  equal  nat ional  r ights  s ide  by s ide  
wi th  the  zYrab people  whose  l ree  nat ional  development  in  a  
uni ted  Pales t ine  wi l l  be  assured by the  guarantee  ol  the  
equal i ty  of  i t s  na t ional  r ights ;  



Ij) That this calls Lor Arab-Jewish struggle against all schemes 
lor  the  par t i t ioning of  Pales t ine ,  s ince  par t i t ion  would  make 
imposs ible  any f ree  na t ional  development  of  the  Jews and 
Arabs  in  Pales t ine ,  lor  i t  would  t ransform the  spl i t -up por t ions  
of  the  country  in to  mete  mi l i tary  reservat ions  of  Br i t i sh .  Amer­
ican,  or  Anglo-American imper ia l i sm;  

c)  i  hat  th is  a lso  ca l ls  for  a  uni ted  Jewish-Arab s t ruggle  
agains t  a l l  react ionary  and imper ia l i s t  schemes of  lake  inde­
pendence as  perpet ra ted ,  for  example ,  by Br i t i sh  imper ia l i sm 
in 1  tans-  Jordan:  

d)  I  ha t  the  rea l iza t ion o l  the  nat ional  t ights  o l  the  Jewish 
\ i shuv wil l  ( ic t i lc  a  tu i l iomt l  homeland for  the  Jews in  I 'a les  
l ine .  I t  wi l l  not  he  the  nat ional  homeland lor  the  Jewish peo­
ple  o l  o ther  ' countr ies ,  whose  r ights ,  wel l -being,  and loruis  o l  
nat ional  exis tence  wi l l  he  rea l ized and developed in  each o l  
these  countr ies  in  accord  wi th  the  concre te  condi t ions  prevai l ­
ing in  each and on the  bas is  o l  the  common s t ruggles  o l  the i r  
peoples  lo t  the  uproot ing o l  las t  i sm and aiHi- .Scni i i i . s in ,  for  
democracy,  lor  peace ,  for  ecpta l  r ights ,  and for  genera l  socia l  
progress ;  

( ' )  1  ha t  the  f inal  complete  and permanent  solut ion ol  the  
Jewish ques t ion wi l l  be  a t ta ined only  under  Socia l i sm on the  
basis  o l  the  pr inciples  formulated  by Lenin  and Sta l in  and 
as  developed in  the  Sovie t  Union 's  solut ion of  the  nat ional  
ques t  ion .  

In  our  own use  o l  l i te  s logan of  "A Jewish Nat ional  Home­
land in  Pales t ine ,"  though we correct ly  coupled i t  wi th  the  
demand for  a  f ree  and democrat ic  Pales t ine ,  we d id  not ,  wi th  
suff ic ient  c lar i ty  and consis tency,  d i l lc rent ia ic  out  concept ion 
ol  the  s logan I ro iu  tha t  of  the  Zionis t  movement ,  thus  weaken­
ing our  enl i te  posi t ion .  .  

5 .  h i  I  l ie  smifefe le  for die  l i fe- I l l s  o l  Jews lo  mimifera le  m and 
seule in Palesl inc. we have- insullicie.uly resis.cd die harmful 
.'nlivilics of certain Zioni.1 groups and ol curiam leading eic-
uicnts of 11,e loin. Ills.. Umlion Coiniimlee. These peop e am, 

, P-.l/stlne the only place of immigration lor Jewish 
to make l a .. ^ ham]s of thc Iiritish impcriahsis 
refugees .  1^ '  1  > l o l i n K  a l U a g o n i s i i i s  between thc  Jews and 
lit II1C.11 ^ 



Arabs and of preventing their collaboration in Palestine. 
The report of the Anglo-American Commission is basically 

an effort to establish an understanding for Anglo-American 
imperialist collaboration in Palestine at the expense of both 
Arabs and Jews, excluding the United Nations from that 
part of the world, and aiming to strengthen imperialist op­
pression in Palestine and in the whole of the Middle East. It 
has aggravated the question of Jewish immigration into Pales­
tine instead of helping to solve it. The. recommendation for 
the admission of 100,000 Jewish refugees into Palestine is be­
ing used by both the British and the American governments 
to intensify Arab-Jewish antagonisms and to try to .strengthen 
their respective rival positions there-Britain with the Arab 
League and America with the Zionist movement each im­
perialist power seeking at the same lime the support, and col­
laboration of both Jewish and Aral) reactionaries. 

i he fate of the Jewish refugees in the camps in (iermany and 
elsewhere is of deep concern to the Jewish people and to the 
democratic forces of all peoples. It is therefore necessary to in­
tensify the fight for the demand that the United Nations 
assume responsibility at once for these refugees, that, it seek 
to secure the widest opportunities lor the immigration ol 
these tefugees into the countries of the United Nations, and 
that it provide all the means necessary for this. We must 
('specially demand broader opj>ortunilics lor the Jewish tefu­
gees to enter and settle in the United States. 

We favor the right of Jews to immigrate to and settle in 
Palestine, on the basis of Arab-Jewish agreement for the 
realization ol this right, under joint Arab-Jewish control. We 
must make it clear, at the same time, that the salvation of the 
European Jews does not lie in their so-called "Exodus" from 
Europe, as advocated by Zionists, but on the road of the demo­
cratic struggle of the people headed by labor, for the uproot 
ing of fascism, anti-Semitism, and reaction, for the develop­
ment and consolidation of the new democracies of Europe. 

6. These errors result primarily from insufficient alertness 
to the pressure of Zionist and other bourgeois-nationalist cur­
rents and from insufficient resistance to these pressures. It is 
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therefore ,  necessary to  correct  our  pol ic ies  and especial ly  their  
execut ion.  We must  win the Jewish toi l ing masses ,  f i rs t  of  a l l  
the workers ,  to  the Marxis t  posi t ion on the Jewish quest ion as  
on al l  o thers ,  and to  do so in  the very process  of  s t ruggle  for  
labor  uni ty  and for  the democrat ic  uni ty  of  the people  against  
fascism,  react ion,  and ant i -Semit ism.  

7.  Summing up our  posi t ion on Palest ine we must  say:  
a)  The basic  task there  is  joint  Jewish-Arab s t ruggle  to  end 

Bri t ish or  Anglo-American imperial is t  rule  and mil i tary occu­
pat ion and to  es tabl ish an independent  and democrat ic  Pales­
t ine s ta te  ol  Jews and Arabs,  guaranteeing al ike the interests  
and r ights  of  both nat ional i t ies :  

I))  Only in  an independent  and democrat ic  Palest ine wil l  
the Jewish Yishuv,  the  same as  the Aral)  people ,  he  able  to  
real ize  i ts  r ight  to  a  nat ional  exis tence,  and to  develop as  a  
Jewish nat ional  homeland for  the Jewish people  of  Palest ine 
on the basis  ol  self -government;  

c)  A major  task in  the s t ruggle  lot  the  independence ol  
Palest ine is  the  joint  Arab-Jewish f ight ,  supported by al l  pro­
gressive and ant i - imperial is t  forces ,  against  the  l i r i i ish and 
Anglo-American imperial is t  schemes for  the par t i t ion ol  
Palest ine or  for  some fraudulent  " independence" maneuver  
s imilar  to  the one in  Trans-Jordan,  based upon the col labora­
t ion with imperial ism of  the Jewish and Arab react ionarv 
forces;  

d)  The r ight  of  Jews to  immigrate  and set t le  in  Palest ine 
wil l  he  real ized only in  agreement  between Jews and Arabs 
lor  the common struggle  for  an independent  and Iree Palest ine 
of  Arabs and Jews;  and 

e)  All  progressive and labor  forces  in  Jewish l i fe  must  uni te  
for  joint  s t ruggle  for  the above peoples  program fot  Pales-
t ine-a  program of  act ion lor  non-Zionis ts ,  as  wel l  as  for  the 
democrat ic :  e lements  in  the Zionis t  movement ,  as  is  demon­
strated in  the Jewish Yishuv i tself .  

8  To meet  "the immediate  pract ical  problems of  the 1 ales-
line situation we urge support for the program of act,on sub-
tttilttxl bv Hie Morning Freiheit Association to the Amertcan 
Jewish Conference, containing the following propostttons: 
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I .  That  the American Jewish Conference shal l  appeal  a t  
•once to  President  Truman and to the Secretary General  of  the 
United Nat ions,  asking them to recommend to  the Securi ty  
Counci l  of  the  United Nat ions (a)  that  the United.  Nat ions 
assume immediately ful l  responsibi l i ty  for  the fa te  and main­
tenance o!  the 100,000 Jewish refugees in  German camps,  and 
to  intervene with the countr ies  of  the United Nat ions that  they 
open their  doors  to  the immigrat ion and set t lement  oi :  the  
Jewish refugees and to  provide for  that  the necessary means;  
(b)  that .  Bri ta in  shal l  t ransfer  Palest ine a t  once to  the t rustee­
ship of  the Big Three in  the United.  Nat ions for  the purpose of  
set t ing up Palest ine as  an independent  and democrat ic  State  
of .  Arabs and jews that .  wil l ,  guarantee the equal  nat ional  
r ights-of-both peoples;  and (c)  that  the United Nat ions shal l  
recommend to  Great  Bri ta in  the immediate  withdrawal  of .  a l l  
Bri t ish an vied forces  f rom Palest ine.  

I I .  Thai  the American Jewish Conference shal l  organize 
and send a  delegat ion to  President .  " I 'mman for  t i re  purpose 
of  achieving the widest  opportuni t ies  for  the entrance and 
set  1 lernci t i  o l  Jewish refugees in  the United States .  

I I I .  That- . the American Jewish Conference shal l  issue an ap­
peal  1.0 the  Jewish Agency in  Palest ine asking that  the Agency 
open at  once negot ia t ions with the spokesmen of  labor  and 
other  democrat ic  forces  ol  the  .Arab people  in  Palest ine.  These 
negot ia t ions should seek an agreement ,  ior  joint  .Arab-Jewish 
s t ruggle  for  the independence of  Palest ine and for  the -pur­
pose of  reaching an agreement  in  favor  of  fe tvish immigra­
t ion into Palest ine undei  joint  Arab-Jewish control .  

IV.  Thai ,  the  Ametica.n Jewish Conference shal l  undertake 
10 ral ly  the widest  uni ted act ions of  the American Jews,  in  
col laborat ion with al l  p iogressive forces  of  the.  whole  Ameri­
can people ,  especial ly  with labor  and the Ncgio people ,  m sup­
port  of  the foregoing proposals .  

q .  • Bourgeois-nat ional is t ,  pressures  has<.  cohwed and dis tor ted 
other  phases  of  our  work in  the demon; . t ic  uni ts  movements  
o f  the  American Jews in  the American Jewish Congress;  i u  

the  American Jewish Conference,  e tc .  I - Ie ie ,  too. .  . .we deal  pr i ­
mari ly  with insuff ic ient  res is tance to  Zionis t ,  inf luences,  with 
m a n y  instances  of  fa i lures  to  present  our  independent  posi t ion,  
and insuff ic ient  s t ruggle  for  the Marxis t  posi t ions and ideology.  



especially for the leading role of the Jewish workers in the 
Jewish people's movements. 

10. Furthermore, we have not. eombatted effectively the pres­
sures of bourgeois assimilationism, which are a reflection of. 
the Anglo-Saxon race supremacy "theories" of American im­
perialism. These assimilationist pressures continually hamper 
the Party's Jewish work. They feed nationalist tendencies 
as an extreme and false reaction to assimilationism, and a ir­
responsible in large measure for the fact that basic sections of 
progressive Jewish trade unionists either do not participate 
at all in the struggle of the progressive Jewish people's move­
ments or, when they do, participate under the leadership ol 
bourgeois nationalists. In either case, this tends to leave the 
field to the reactionary Social-Democrats of the I'onoard-
Dubimky group which dominates the Jewish Labor Com­
mittee. 

11. Browder revi.sionism, including the false theory that 
anti-Semitism in the United States is merely and exclusively 
an importation from countries under fascist rule, tended 
naturally to facilitate the growth of both tendencies. Paving 
the way for the ideological subjection of the masses to Ameri­
can imperialism, revisionism opened the road to all bourgeois 
ideological influences, to bourgeois nationalism and bourgeois 
assiiniiationisrn. Hence, a determined fight must be made to 
bee our work of .all. remnants of Browder revisionism and to 
overcome both bourgeois tendencies. 

III. The Character of Our Work in the 
Jewish Nationalify Group 

i. The Party does not. consider Communist work among the 
Jewish masses of America "language work" in a narrow sense, 
since our work has to be carried on not only m Yiddish but 
also in English. The facts are, first, that important parts ol the 
Jewish nationality group, particularly Luge sections o Jew 
ish workers, consider Yiddish their mothei tongue unc gt\c 1 
a  p r i m a r y  p o s i t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l L u i a l  i n i e i c o u i . s e ,  a n i ,  
second, the native-born, English-speaking Jews play an 
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c . rcas ingly  la rger  ro le—in some places  the  leading role—in (he  
l i fe  and s t ruggles  of  the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group.  

2 .  Hence,  the  Par ty  views Communis t  work in  the  Jewish 
nat ional i ty  group as  the  Marxis t  answer  to  the  specia l  needs ,  
problems,  and in teres ts  of  the  to i l ing  masses  and progress ive  
movements  of  the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group.  The Par ty  s la tes  
tha t  there  is  a  Marxis t ,  a  Communis t ,  answer  to  the  specia l  
needs  and problems of  the  nat ional i ty  group,  and that  we 
must  combat  the  effor ts  of  the  bourgeois ie  and Socia l  Demo­
cra ts  to  es tabl ish  a  monopoly  in  the  l i fe  of  the  Jewish nat ional  
i ty  group.  This  places  great  responsibi l i ty  upon Jewish Com­
munis ts  and the  Par ty  as  a  whole  to  s t rengthen our  work and 
t ies  wi th  the  Jewish masses .  Communis ts  and thei r  progress ive  
a l l ies  can and must  become the  recognized leaders  of  the  
masses  workeis ,  farmers ,  profess ionals ,  smal l  bus inessmen 
in  the  nat ional i ty  group.  

I t  h , i s  become'  evident  tha t  the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group,  
as  is  t rue  ol  o ther  American nat ional i ty  groups ,  possesses  a  re la-
l ivc  s tabi l i ty  and inner  vi ta l i ty  which requires  d ia l  the  Com 
mimis l  Par ty  supply  Marxis t  leadership  to  i t s  needs  and prob­
lems as  a  nat ional i ty  group.  This  is  in  no  contradic t ion to  the  
Leninis t  pr inciple  of  the  organizat ional  and pol i t ica l  uni ty  of  
the  working class .  This  pr inciple  is  d i rec t ly  embodied in  the  
vanguard  Pat ty  ol  the  working c lass- the  Communis t  Par ts  
and a lso  to  a  degree  in  o ther  progress ive  pol i t ica l  organiza­
t ions  of  labor  and in  the  t rade  unions .  Hence,  we cannot  have 
separa te  nat ional  group Communis t  organizat ions  or  t rade  
unions .  But  mass  organizat ions  o l  a  l ra ternal .  cul tura l ,  or  
ie l  id  character ,  organizat ions  ca l led  in to  exis tence  to  meet  spe  
c ia l  needs  and problems of  a  nat ional i ty  group,  can funct ion 
most  ef fec t ively  and proper ly  when organized as  nat ional i ty  
groups  in  character ,  composi t ion ,  and leadership ,  jo ined in  
many ins tances  wi th  o ther  s imi lar ly  organized nat ional i ty  
groups .  In  such organizat ions  the  pol i t ica l  and organizat ional  
uni ty  of  the  American working class  can  be  achieved and is  
be ing achieved by the  work of  i t s  vanguard ,  the  Communis ts .  

4 .  Exper ience  has  demonst ra ted  that  Communis t  leadership  
in  the  l i fe  of  the  masses  of  the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group makes  
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poss ib le  the  development  o l  Marxis t  answers  to  the  problems 
of  achieving complete  in tegra t ion wi th  genera l  American l i fe ,  
as  agains t  the  answers  suppl ied  to  these  problems by bourgeois  
nat ional is ts ,  bourgeois  ass imi la t ionis ts ,  and Socia l -Democrats .  
I  he  Marxis t  answer  to  the  problems of  in tegra t ion is  based 

on the  object ive  fac t  tha t  the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group,  l ike  
other  na t ional i ty  groups  in  the  Uni ted  Sla tes ,  i s  a  progress ive  
fac tor  in  the  democrat ic  development  of  the  American nat ion.  
I  l ie  growth a long progress ive  l ines  of  the  nat ional i ty  group is  

proving to  be  a  necessary  s tage  toward the  voluntary  and coin  
ple te  in tegra t ion of  a l l  the  component  e lements  of  the  Ameri ­
can nat ion.  Many lac  tors  have combined to  develop the  na­
t ional i ty  g ioup in  America  as  a  progress ive  s tage  in  the  growth 
ol  the  American nat ion.  These  fac tors  are :  the  his lorv  of  om 
country:  i t s  economic  and pol i t ica l  s t ructure ;  the  or ig in  of  our  
(M. 'ople  i rom many nat ions  and cul tura l  s t ra ins ;  the-  h is tor ica l  
process  o l  res is tance  to  t lu-  r ig id  a t t i tudes  ol  the  Anglo-Saxon 
rul ing c lasses  to  keep the  masses  of  o ther  nat ional  or ig ins  
m a  posi t ion  ol  genera l  infer ior i ty—economic ,  pol i t ica l ,  socia l  

and to  hold  them in  ideologic  a  I and  cul tura l  subject ion by 
manifold  pressures  o l  lorcecl  ass imi la t ion la lse lv  ca l led  Ameri -
cani /a t ion;  and im teas ing pol i t ica l  and cul tura l  in tercourse  
between the  Amci i ran  masses  and the  democrat ic  forces  o l  
the  countr ies  and nat ions  of  the i r  or ig in ,  i t  wi l l  be  necessary  
for  Marxis ts  to  carry  through a  thorough s tudy of  the  concre te  
process  of  growth of  the  nat ional i ty  groups  and the  perspect ives  
of  the i r  fur ther  development .  

5. Jewish bourgeois nationalism seeks to perpetuate a na­
tional Jewish identity around Zionism and a Jewish state in 
Palestine, while accepting forced and mechanical assimilation 
of American Jews in all respects except religion. As against 
this, Communists must lead the American Jewish masses to 
the building of a progressive Jewish nationality group life-
cultural, social, and in relations with Jews of othei countries, 
especially with the Jews of Birobidjan and with the .Soviet 
Tews in general. In doing so, we must combat all tendencies 
to separatism and isolation, fighting for the full equality of the 
Jewish masses to become freely and completely integrated m all 



phases  of  genera l  American l i fe  and to  par t ic ipate  ac t ively  in  
the  bui ld ing of  the  American nat ion,  thus  br inging the  Jewish 
masses  ever  c loser  to  the  labor  movement  and to  the  Commu­
nis t  Par ty .  This  demands  that  Pat ty  organizat ions  carry  on 
sys temat ic  work in  thei r  own name among t l ie  Jewish  masses .  

6 .  Jewish  bourgeois  ass imi la t ionism,  which has  a lso  had i ts  
in l luence  wi th in  the  ranks  of  the  Par ty ,  seeks  to  impose  upon 
the  Jewish masses  the  imper ia l i s t  ideology ol  Anglo-Saxon 
race  "super ior i ty ."  I t  opposes  not  only  Zionism,  but  the  bui ld­
ing of  a  progress ive  Jewish l i fe  a l together ,  and seeks  to  reduce  
the  Jewish nat ional i ty  group to  a  re l ig ious  communi ty .  As 
agains t  th is ,  the  Communis ts  must  l ight  lor  complete  and 
effec t ive  equal i ty  of  a l l  na t ional i ty  groups  as  the  f i rs t  p re  
requis i te  for  the i r  f ree  and ful l  in tegra t ion in to  genera l  Ameri  
can l i fe .  The  Communis ts  must  expose  the  react ionary  and. im­
per ia l i s t  character  of  forced bourgeois  ass imi la t ionism ami  
l ight  for  the  r ight  of  the  nat ional i ty  groups  to  develop a  pro­
gress ive  nat ional i ty  group l i fe  as  the  only  democ ra t  i t  road 
to  the  his tor ic  goal  of  in tegra t ion in to  genera l  American l i fe .  
We must  consis tent ly  expose  and combat  the  reac  t ionary  J '  V.  
i sh  Socia l -Democrats ,  not  only  as  agents  of  American impe­
r ia l i sm in  the  labor  movement ,  but  a lso  as  the  di rec t  a l l ies  of  
the  Jewish bourgeois  ass imi la t ionis ts  and react ionary  na­
t ional is ts :  not  only  as  the  bet rayers  of  the  in teres ts  of  the  work­
ing class  and of  the  American j reople  as  a  whole ,  but  a lso  
as  the  bet rayers  of  the  Jewish people .  

7 .  The s t ruggle  for  a  progress ive ,  ant i  fasc is t  and people ' s  
mass  cul ture  is  one  of  the  bas ic  e lements  of  the  s t ruggle  again . - . !  
bourgeois  nat ional ism and ass imi la t ionism in  the  American 
Jew ish  na t ional i ty  group,  by es tabl ishing and developing c lose  
cul tura l  re la t ions  between the  American and Sovie t  Jews,  the  
la t ter  be ing the  leaders  in  the  f ie ld  of  Jewish  cul ture ,  i t  wi l l  
he  poss ib le  to  enr ich  American Jewish cul tura l  l i fe  wi th  a  
progress ive  and consis tent ly  ant i - fasc is t  content .  This  wi l l  
s t imula te  the  growth in  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  of  a  progress ive  
American Jewish cul ture ,  ref lec t ing the  aspi ra t ions  of  the  work­
ing c lass  and i t s  h is tor ic ,  leading role  in  the  l ibera t ion move­
ments  of  the  people .  We must  carry  on  the  s t ruggle  for  such 



a cuhurc in  order  to  combat  the effor ts  of  bourgeois  nat ion­
al ism to  confine Jewish cul tural  l i fe  in  America to  the enjoy­
ment  of  the products  of  Palest inian Hebrew cul ture  by the 
weal thy and educated groups,  as  wel l  as  to  combat  the effor ts  
ol  bourgeois  ass imilat ionism to cut  the American Jews off  a l to­
gether  f rom a progressive mass  Jewish cul tural  l i fe  and to  
at tach to  the so-cal led superior  Anglo-Saxon cul ture  the more 
educated and weal thy groups among the American Jews.  Both 
bourgeois  posi t ions--nat ional is t  and assimilat ionis t—would re­
serve cul ture  to  select  groups of  upper  class  c i rc les .  Commu­
nists  must  l ight  for  the cul tural  act ivi ty  of  the  masses ,  for  a  
people 's  cul ture ,  for  a  progressive Jewish mass cul ture  in  the 
American Jewish nat ional i ty  group,  just  as  we f ight  for  a  pro­
gressive mass  cul ture  of  the American people  as  a  whole.  The 
democrat ic  lorces  of  the American Jewish nat ional i ty  group 
have the his tor ic  task of  promoting and bui lding the progres­
sive cul ture  ol  the Jewish people  and to  help bui ld  the pro­
gressive cul ture  of  the American nat ion.  In  this  connect ion,  
we especial ly  emphasize the need in  New York City of  sup­
port ing ihe s t rengthening of  the bi l ingual  School  for  Jewish 
Studies .  

H.  I  he  quest ion of  language in  the Jewish nat ional i ty  group,  
as  in  the others ,  has  to  be set t led on this  basis .  American Jews 
use e i ther  Engl ish or  Yiddish.  Considerable  numbers  are  bi­
l ingual .  Hence,  our  work has  to  be carr ied on in  these two 
languages,  and Communist  act ives  and leaders  in  the Jewish 
nat ional  group must  a im to be able  to  use both languages.  
In  the coming per iod,  we must  especial ly  concentrate  on 
overcoming the long s tanding neglect  of  Jewish work in  the 
Engl ish language.  We must  ra ise  i t  to  the level  of  crucial  im­
portance,  without  in  any way weakening our  work in  Yiddish,  
and develop the closest  and organic  col laborat ion between 
the act ivi t ies  conducted in  both languages in  t  e  one ic  < o  
Jewish work.  We strongly urge the most  act ive S UPP°" t o  ic  
new ant i - fascis t  monthly magazine,  Jewish Li fe ,  
Enulish by the Morning Frciheit Association. At the same 
dmc we must energetically combat the tendency to under-
estimate the work in English, as well as the tendency to belittle 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

THE PEOPLE AGAINST THE TRUSTS, by Eugeno 
Dennis *•' 

HOLD THAT RENT CEILING!, by Louise Mitchell 
TAX RELIEF FOR WHOM ~~ THE NEEDY OR THE 

GREEDY?, by Donald Freemen . 
WHAT PRICE PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENCE?, by 

George Phillips ' 
MEAT—A NATIONAL SCANDAL, by tern Harris 
THE RED-BAITERS MENACE AMERICA, by Eugene 

Dennis . • 
LYNCHING AND FRAME-UP IN TENNESSEE, by 

Robert Minor 
HOW WALL STREET PICKS YOUR POCKET, by 

George Morris 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND YOU, by Betty 

Gannett . 
THE SOVIET UNION AND WORLD PEACE, by 

Joseph Statin end V, M, Molotov 
THE CARTEL SYSTEM, by demos S. Allen 
THE CASE AGAINST DAVID DUBINSKY, by William 

Welnstone 
THE "FREE PRESS"—Portrait of a Monopoly, by 

George Marlon 
SOCIALISM — WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU, by A. 8. 

Magll 
ENEMIES OF THE PEACE: PROFILE OF THE "HATE-
•: RUSSIA" GANG, by Sender Garlln 

Mew York I, M 
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