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PROGRAM FOR SURVIVAL

THE COMMUNIST POSITION ON THE
JEWISH QUESTION

By ALEXANDER BITTELMAN

Introduction

‘This 1s the fiest national Counmnunist Party conference since
the deleat of Browderism, since the emergency Party conven-
tion m the snumier of 1945. We have, sinee then, been consist-
ently nuproving our work, combatting revisionist opportunism
and leftist scorwtnism, and steadily strengthening onr ties
with the masses.

This is the first national conf{erence to have belore ita Paity
resolution, which gives guidance and direciion on major the
oretical, palitical and organizational problems in rhe Jewish
field.

The resolution cwbodies the espericnces of our Party in
iae Jewish ficld for over a quarter of a cennuwy, in the course
of which. it went through a nwnber of stages of development.
The [ust stage was that of autonomous “lunguage federations,”
with the Pany il being Lor a shory while a Lederation of fed-
erations.  ‘Then came the stage of Party undfication and cen-
trasization, with the reduction of padonal group work 1o so-
called “language work” in a very narvow sense. Finally, we
have the present stage, with ity many-sided pational group
work on the basis of the Party’s general prograot and under the
direct guidance and control ol the general leading bodies of
the Party,

Within the framework of the present Party approach 1o na-
tional groups, we must work for the elimination of the serious
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weaknesses in, and underestimation of, the importance of na.
tional group work.

In this connection, and in the light of the forthcoming 25th
anniversary of the Morning Freiheit in April 1947, it is inter
esting to recall that the appearance of @ Communist organi.
zation among the American Jewish workers, as amongst the
workers of other national groups (Russian, Polish, Ukrainian,
etc.) preceded the formation of the Party by several months.

Here are some memorable dates.

In the summer of 1919, at the national convention of the
Jewish Socialist Federation (held in Boston), the Leltwing
broke its organizational ties with the retormists. Subsequently
it held its own conference and clected a committee charged
with the responsibility ol calling a national convention for the
organization of the Jewish Communist Federation. The Con-
ference also designated “Der Kampt™ as its centval organ and
clected its cditor. The Teft-wing of the Jewish Socialist Fed-
craton was a leading part of the national Left-wing of the
Socialist Party, which organized the Communist Party in
September, 1g1g.

The national convention was held in Philadelphia in
October, 1919, and organized the Jewish Communist Federa:
tion. With the formation ot the Communist Party, the Jewish
Communist Federation became the Jewish Federation of the
Communist Party ol Amcrica.

We are now approaching the twenry-hilth anniversary of the
Morning Fretheit. "There is a two-fold reason why we are
able to celebrate this historic event.

First, because in 1918, the Left-wing ol the Jewish Socialist
Federation had broken with the reformists and laid the basis
for a Communist movement among the American Jewish
INasses.

Second, because in 1g21-1922, the Jewish Communists suc-
cessfully merged with the bulk of the Jewish Left Socialists
headed by Olgin and became part of a united Communist
Party.

We hold this conference at a significant moment in the life
of our country and of the world. It is a moment when the

6



American people, headed by the working class, are beginning
to mect the intensified offensive of monopoly reaction which
follows in the wake of the Republican victory in the elections.

As analyzed by our National Board and as brought forward
in the writings of Comrades Foster and Dennis, the coming
period will be marked by increased activity on the part of labor
and its allies in the economic and politcal fields, in defense
of the rights and standards of the people. in defense of peace,
democracy and economic security. The further growth of the
fabor-progressive-democratic coalition to check and defeat the
reactionary offensive has received a tremendous new impetus
[rom the new threats emanating from the Republican victory.
This greatly accelerates all further developments in the diree
tion of the organization of a third party and for the emergence
ol a4 united progressive candidate in 1448.

We, in the Jewish ficld, are called npon to play an impor-
cant part in these struggles. We have seen how Jewish re
actionaries, exploiting the just grievances of the Jewish masses
against the "Pruman Administration, tried o direct this dis-
satisfaction into reactionary channels during the last clections.
into support for Dewey, Bricker, ete. These reactionary mancu
vers had relatively litde effeet upon the masses ol Jewish
workers, dae in part to our own timely and ellecine counter-
attack. Sections of the Jewish middle-class did however fall
victim 1o these nimewvers ol the reactionary Silver Jeadership
in the Zionist movement and thus helped o inorease the nun-
ber of votes received by reactionavy Republican candidates.

Henee, in approaching the practical tasks of this conference
in o self-critical manner, we must he guided by the thought
that our major task is to combar the reactionaries operating
among the American Jewish masses, to build among them the
Libor-progressive-democratic coalition for the major struggle
against anti-Semitism and for equal rights: und to organize
and expand the influence of our party, its membership, its
press and its organizations under the leadership of owr Na
tional Committee headed by Comrades Foster and Denms.,



The Role of Labor in Jewish Anti-Fascist Unity

NART one of the resolution deals with our main task -
the struggle against anti-Semitism and discrimination and
for equal rights. Tt formulates alresh the policy of anti-

fascist unity of the Jewish democratic forces, headed by Tabor,
and grounded in the struggle for labor unity. "The main ob-
stacles to anti-fascist unity are the reactionary Jewish national-
ists (Rabbi Silver, Segal, ctc): the reactionary Jewish assimila-
tionists (American Council for Judaisin); and above all the re-
actionary Jewish Social-Democrats ol the Forward-Dubinsky
group.

‘The resolution outlines a course of strugele o create the
unity of all Jewish democratic {forces. Special attention must
be paid to the progressive forces among the Zionists. And
there must be a concentration of cltort 1o achicve united ac
tion and labor unity with the affiliates and followers of the
Jewish Labor Committee. The resolution calls for systematic
activity in this ficld by the Party in it own name, Tt also calls
tor full support to the work of the Morning Freiheit Associa
tion, to the Jewish People's Fraternal Order ol the TW.O.
and 1o the American Jewish Labor Council.

‘The resolution reviews our general work in a aritical fashion.
It emphasizes the fact that we erred in not sufliciently vesist
ing the pressures of bourgeois nationalism and assimilationism,
as well as in underestimating Jewish work,

In this part of the resolution the following points should he
singled out for more detailed analysis.

1. What is our altitude lo the progressive forces in the
American Jewish Congress and in the Amervican Jewish Con-
ference?
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We support their struggles for the anti-fascist unity ot all
Jewish democratic forces, for the defense of the rights of the
Jewish peaple, here and abroad.

Obviously, this is quite diffcrent from the caricature and dis-
tortion of our poesition given maliciously by Rogoft in the For-
ward and Auerbach in the Morning Journal and, in somewha
more polite form, by Dingal and Shpizman in the Duay. Con-
trary to what thesc gentlemen assert, the Communists arc not
ont to “capture” either the American Jewish Congress or the
Conlerence. Our aim is anti-fascist Jewish unity—unity of all
democratic forees, which we proposc to promote and support
cverywhere, indading the American Jewish Congress and Con-
ference. And we place before ourselves not the fantastic task
of “capturing” the Congress and Conference but the very
practical and realistic task of supporting the progressive forces
within these organizations against the reactionaries  (Silver,
Seeal. for example), ol advancing and winning support for ow
independent positions on all major questions, and of promot-
my in these organizations the influence and leadership ol
Jewish laboy as the most consistent pmgrcssi\'c force m Jew
ish life.

We must therefore reject the advice of those who would have
the progressives in the American Jewish Congress and Con-
ference stay there passively without highting for anti-fascist
unity policies in defense of - Jewish vights and against the
Dancuvers of the reactonaries. Nor can we heed those who
would have the progressives leave these organizations aho-
coethei. Both deviations amount in practice (o abandoning
cital fickds of American Jewish life o the reactionaries. We
teel that the progressives should work in these organizations
for progressive polidies 1o systematically combat the rexction
aries and o promote the well being of the Jewish people in ol
Eeboration with the progressive lorces ol the American people
w5 2 whole. On this point we obviously have much i connmon
with the position of “Congress Weekiv”

o How do we understand the proposition in our resolution

-

that the main task of American Jewish Communisis m the
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struggle for democratic unily is to combat the reactionaries
among the Jewish people, that is, our “own” reactionaries?

We understand this Leninist proposition as follows:

(a) No one else can expose and combat Jewish reactionaries
among the Jewish masses as {reely and cffectively as the Jew-
ish progressives themselves. Non-Jewish progressives are and
can be of great assistance with their sympathy and support
but they would be seriously handicapped it they were to carry
the main burden of str ugg]g against Jewish reactionarics. ]mt
as non-Jewish progres sives, Gommunists among them, can and
must carry the main burden of struggle against anti-Semitic
influences among non-Jewish masses, so Jewish progressives,
Communists among them, must carry the main weight ol
snu;,gle against Jewish rcactionary nationalisin and assimila-
tionism among the Jewish asscs.

(h) We are an oppressed and persecuted people. That is
why our major struggle is lor cqual rights. "This s true for
the American Jewish national group us such. But this fact
must not blind us to some other facts. There is among us a
social group which is part of American monopoly capital,
which exercises a powerful reactionary influence in American
Jewish life. We have a disproportionately Large middle-class
of which considerable sections are tied ideologically cither to
bourgeois nationalism or bourgeois assimilationism, thus ol
tering points of support for the Jewish reactionaries. Reaction-
ary Social-Democracy cexerts a disproportionate influence-a
reactionary influence—in Amcerican Jewish lile due to the lore
going special features in the social composition of the Amani-
can Jewish national group, due to great petty-bourgeots influ-
ences upon the Jewish workers as well as the surviving social-
democratic (Bundist) traditions among the older generations
of American Jewish workers. The result is the strong posi-
tions of the reactionaries in American Jewish life. This i
one side of the picture. In contrast, we find the extraordinary
influence of the progressive and of the labor forces in Ameri-
can Jewish life. Hence, the central task is one of combatting
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Jewish reactionaries, as well as the exceptional opportunities
tor success.

(¢) All Jews belong to an oppressed and persecuted people.
Anti-Scmitism and discrimination hit all Jews, though not in
cqual measure, and {ascism aims to destroy all of them regard-
less of class. Yet it would be the height of folly to assume that
all Jews are progressive, are anti-fascist by mere birth. Surely,
we know beter by just looking at some of the [ucts of life:
at Dubinsky, Rogolf, Chanin fron the Social-Democratic camp;
at Silver and Segal from the Zionist camp; at the Rosenwalds
and the Sulzbergers from the assimilationist camp of the mo-
nopolistic bourgeoisie. These [acts demonstrate that the de
cisive influence is class position. At the same time, there s a
continual confict between the dass interests of Jewish bour-
geois circddes and the imerests dictated by their position as
part ol a diseriminated national group. This conflict pro
duces political vacillations among - Jewish bourgeois cireles
which the progressive forces can and must utilize to strengthen
the democratic unity movements. But this can be achieved
only on the basis of l)ml(lmtr the anti-fascist unity of the Jew
ish democratic forees, the unity of workers, prolessionals, intel-
lectuads, small businessinen, @ unity which includes the pro-
gressive clemems among Zionists and the broad following ol
Dr. Stephen S. Wiseo a unity which systematically combats
owr “own' reactionarics and chauvinists.

(d) Lenin, in discussing the task of Communists ol op-
pressed and discriminated peoples, always emphasized that “the
bourgcoisic of the oppressed nations e constantly converting
the slogans of national liberation into a means for decciving
the workers”™ (quoted from Stalin's Marvism and the National
and Colonial Question, p. 171y kst that what the Silver
leadership of the Zionist movement and the Segals are doingr
Lenin refers to these tactics of the bourgeoisic of the oppressed
pcoplos as “subterfuge, treachery, and trickery of the bour-
geoisie,” and he urges upon Communists ol oppressed peoples
the necessny to expose particularly these reactionary dmngs
of their "own” bourgeoisic. advising them that they “must
particularly fight for and maintain complcte and absolute
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unity, including organizational unity, between the workers of
the Oppressed nation and the wor 3«:;5 ot the oppressmg na-
tion”™ {1hid). , .

“{e} As regards Palestine, of which more }ater. we couldn't
even begin to fight for Ar ab-Jewish unity without combaumg
uot unlv Arab reactionanies but also Jewish reactionaries. This
meuns that Jewish Communists roust concentrate particularly
apon Jewish reactionaries just as Arab Communists mast con-
centrate upon the struggle against Arab reactionaries, while
waging a general struggle against alf reaction. It would cer-
tamly be very bad for the cause of & wish-Arab unity and for
the liberation of Palestine if Arab Communists were 1o Lons
centrate wpon &wnh reactioparies amd Jewish Communists
upen Arab reactionaries. 1t would be equ ally bad if they were
to follow some sort of “even-handed™ or “impartial™ line with
respect to all reactionaries without p‘wmﬂ particaiar attention-
to their “own” reactinnaries. This would tend to play into the
hands of the imperialists first of all, and of the pational chau-
vinists among both peoples.

Thus we st conclude once nyore that in the general strug:

gle agamst ;m}ﬁmw}zﬁf rezction i all dts ummhsmtwm espe-
cmlh in its anti-Semitic forums, Arperican Tewish Communists
st concentrate especially apon combatiing the Jewish reac
“tionaries as the basic condition for the bm?ému of the ant-
fascist unity of the Jewish democratic {mccx T}us will correct
one of cur ma}or CITOLS. - :

Do we condemn CRTY ma’; w}m:i nsszmz[mz Jew asa
rreacfmna:}:? - - : ’

Obviously not. Qur concern is with assimilationism as a
bourgeois ideology and movement, such oy the American
“Council for Judaism, the dominant circles of the American
Jewish Commitice, certain’ groupings in reactionary Socil-
Democratism and similar ideological- political currents and or-

__ganized movements. We are not dealing with - individuals
who think they can find or have found a- solmwn to their Jew:

- 5h pmblcms in assxmz}aum}_ ‘These mdnx}ua} cases aré oo
12 :



complex 10 permit of simple analyses and answers. We know of
large numbers of Jews, inclined to assimilation, who are genu
inely progressive, who actively participate in, and wmany of
whom lead, progressive moverpents and actions of the Amert-
can people as a whole. Certainly, we can notr consider these
Jews non-progressive, let alope reacuonary. It is, of course,
unfortunate that these assimilated progressive Jews are unabie
ro make their contribution to the building of a progressive
Jewish life in America. This is a Joss not only to the Jewish
people but o the assisulated progressive Jews themselves.
- They would probably be more effeciive inr the general progres-
sive suovemnents of the American people a2s a whole it they
were also rooted in the progressive movemgents ot the jewish
prople. . . :
Furthevmore: we know that alongside the objective forces
which Ltm? to maintain the stability and vitality of the Ameri-
‘can Jewish national group, there ave also other {}f)}t{'ii‘sc forees.
which tend to wodermive the national group and 1o produce
swrang tendencies- to assimifation. But o this our answer is.
as discussed in detail in part three of the resolution, that for
the masses of the Aqwerican fews, the way to freg and voluntury
integration into general Amnerican e, as opposed 1o {orced
and imposed essinalation, i thiough the building and de-
velopment of 4 progressive Hite in the Amertcen Jewish nivjonal
group. That 1 why we must wage a srugghe aguinst assimila-
Ctionism a5 a houtgeois ideology which reflects the imperiabis
pressurcs of Anglo-Saxon domination. }}mi is. n-m- we raust
tight {or the right of free and voluntary integration into general
&merican lite through the dudogmem of 2 progressive fie
i the Amerlean j-ezu—,mh national group. it should be added
that the soccess of this work demands systeratic struggle
against bourgeors nationalism. N

g I what way do we support the Morning Freiheit dsso-
ciation and s publications, the “Morming Freshert,” daly
Yiddish neivspaper, and . Jewish. Life” a uwnzhl magniine
24 f-.?!.-ghc}{-.
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We all know of the great contributions which the Morning
Freiheit, led by the unforgettable Olgin for almost 18 years,
has made to the labor and progressive movements of the
American Jews and of the American people as a whole during
the nearly 25 years of its existence. Next April we shall be
celebrating a quarter of a century of the Morning Freiheit, a
publication which has left its mark in the labor and progres-
sive movements of the Jewish people in all countrics.

The Morning Fheiheit Association is the publisher and di-
rector of the Morning Freiheit as well as ol Jewish Life. It is a
non-party anti-fascist organization around which are grouped
consistent anti-fascist forces in American Jewish life—in the
trade unions, in the [raternal organizations, in the Landsman-
shaften, in the field of relict and rchabilitation, and in the
cultural ficld. It is thus able to develop, as stated in its pro-
gram, as a leading non-party center of anti-fascist mass strug-
gles, where Communists and non-Communists can collaborate
freely on a common progressive program to meet the needs and
problems of the American Jewish masses. We, Jewish Com-
munists, participate in the Morning Freiheit Association on
this basis. Our Party supports the program and mass activities
of the Morning Freiheit Association and urges all Party mem-
bers and organizations to make full use of the Morning Frei-
heit and Jewish Life for the development of progressive cam-
paigns and movements among the Jewish masses. We are now
projecting especially the planned circulation and fund drives
for the Mourning Freiheit and Jewish Life in connection with
the 25th anniversary of the Morning Freiheit.

Naturally, for us Communists. it is the Party and its Ieading
organs which lead and guide our work in the Jewish as in all
other fields. According 10 our resolution, National and State
Party Commissions on Jewish Work “shall guide the work of
the Communists in the Jewish field, under the supervision
and control of the leading organs of the Party,” formulating
policics, directing and checking up their execution. Party
Commissions will have to devote special attention to the
development of mass activities in the Jewish ficld in the name
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of the Party and to formulate plans for the systematic building
of the Party and its press among the Jewish masses.

We must draw the lessons from our failure to build the Party
systematically among the Jewish masses; a revisionist error.
We must concentrate upon correcting this error.

T hree additional obscrvations must be made on this point:

. We must be alert to and fight against all tendencies to
undcrcstxmate the lmportdncv of Jewish work in English, or to
separate Jewish work in English from that in Yiddsh and
vice versa, or 10 belittle and minimize the importance of our
_]cwxsh work in Yiddish.

We must be alert to and fight against all tendencies to
nmLc Jewish work the exclusive and isolated affair of Jewish
Communists instead of the task of the entire Party, or o fail
to make the Commissions on Jewish work integral parts of
general Party work, supervised and guided syste matically by
the general leading organs of the Party.

3. We must dlbpld\' a self-critical atritude to our daily work

in all fields.
I

For a Democratic Solution of the Palestine Crisis

Part two of the resolution states our position on all main
questions relating to Palestine, reviews our achievements,
analyzes and corrects our crrors, and formulates a program
ol tmmediate action.

The following points must be subjected to more detailed
examination.

1. What were the stages in the development of our policies
on Ihe Jewish problem in general and on Palestine tn particu-
v, prior to the war, during the war and since?

We must now discuss this question, if lor no other reason
than to combat the slanders, libels and distortions regarding
our position on these questions maliciously spread by the lead»
ers of the Forward and imitated by certain Zionist elemnents, i
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the Day and Morning Journal. The Party resolution on Jewish
work presents a thoroughgoing program ol struggle for the
rights of the Jewish people and for the building of a progres
sive Jewish life in America as the way to complete integration,
and outlines a practical program [or a dcmocratic solution ol
the Palestine crisis. As such it has dclivered a powerful blow
at the reactionary nationalists, assimilationists and Social-Dem-
ocrats. They feel that this resolution will enable the Jewish
masses to find progressive, democratic and anti-fascist solu-
tions for their problems both as Amcricans and as Jews. They
feel that this resolution will prove a potent weapon against all
reactionary ideologies and will help build the ideology of the
working class and of Marxism. That is why the reactionarics
have grected our resolution with so much hatred and venom.
How did our policies actually develop? Allow mie to quote
a passage from my article in the November issuce of Jewish Life:

“In the past, American Jewish Marxists have not always
displayed a positive attitude to the rights and intercests of the
Jewish people, to the special needs and problems ol our own
American Jewish national group, and to the interests and
rights of the Jewish community in Palestine. "Fhe tendency
wis to identify more or less loosely the Jewish people’s interests
with nationalism and reaction; to identily, lTor example, the
interests of the Jewish community in Palestine with Zionism,
and to transfer and extend the correct opposition to national
ism, also to Jewish interests in gencral and to the Palestine
Yishuv in particular. It was a case ol falling under the influ
ence of bourgeois assimilationisin, which is a reflection of the
“superior’ race theories of Anglo-Saxon imperialism, as well
as of national nihilism. both of which have nothing in common
with Marxism. And this happened largely because American
Jewish Marxists went to the other cxtreme in their correct
efforts to avoid the pitfalls of bourgeois nationalism—Zionism
and Bundism—and of national chauvinism which are incom-
patible with consistent democracy and with Marxism.”

This describes in the main our attitudes and positions
—strong points as well as weak points—prior to the war. Docs
this bear any sort of resemblance to the libelous assertions ol
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the Forward and its Zionist initators that in 1929 Comnu-
nists were advocating Arab pogroms against the Jews in Pales-
tine? Obviously, not. These assertions are as false as they arce
malicious and they are clearly designed to hamper the further
growth of the anti-fascist unity of the democratic forces of the
Jewish people.

We have said it before and we should say it again. Prior to
the war, American Jewish Marxists manifested a certain lack
of sensitivity to the national feclings and attitudes of the Jew-
ish masses. This was wrong. 1t weakened the cffectiveness of
much of our splendid work of that period. We should never
have forgotten what Lenin said on the subject in the first draft
of his *“Thesis on the National and Colonial Question.” He
said:

“Hence. the obligation ol the coinscious Communist prole-
tartat of all countries o display particular caution and special
auentiveness in its attitude o the remmants of national feel
ings among the nations and peoples that have hived the long:
est under oppression; equally, 1 is ity obligation to make cer-
tain concessions in order o aceelerate the outliving of the
distrust and prejudices” (Russian edition, Vol XXV, p. 2qo).

We had not displayed this crution and attentiveness sufh
cientdy, if at all, in the years prior 1o the war, while curving
on historic struggles in the interests of our people and its work-
ing class. But we began 1o corvect our weaknesses with the rise
of fascism and especially with the approach ol the Second
World Waro T quote again from my aoticle e fewishe Life:

“But in more recent years, especially during the war aganst
ihe Axis, NMmerican Jewish Morxists made considerable ad-
vances o the road o frecing thanselves from the influences of
bourgeois assimilationism and national nililism. They thus
came closer to a correct Marxist position as well as 1o the
nusses of the Jewish people--their needs, problems and pro-
groessive struggles. T s thus that the American Jewish Marx-
its made their signilicant contributions to the anti-fascist Jew-
ish people’s unity for victory over the Axis.
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“But in doing so, in correcting many of the errors of assimi-
lationism and national nililism, we have not fully succeeded
in avoiding, and in some ficlds fuiled to avoid, the other ex-
wreme, the pitfalls of bourgeois nationalism. Outstanding in
this regard was preciscly the ervor of not basing the fight for the
rights of the Yishuv completely upon the foundations of
Arab-Jewish unity for a free and independent Palestine, of not
resisting sufficiently the nationalist tendeney to ignore and sub-
ordinate the interests of the Arab people in Palestine, of in-
sufficient struggle for the correct Marxist positions and for
the ideclogy of the working cluss. These errors must be
corrected thoroughly and completely. A systematic struggle
must be carried on against all influences of nationalism and
chaavinism. And lemmning from experience, we must make sure
not to retreat back to the ervors of assimilationism and national
nihilism, but to hold tast to the Marxist positions by com-
batting both dangers—bourgeois nationalissn and bourgeois
assimilationism.”

This is a sell-critical analysis of errors and of how to correct
them, in accord with our resolution which makes a real con-
tribution in its thorough and effective Marxist self-criticism.
At the same time we point out very clearly that in the crucial
years of the war, American Jewish Communists served the
interests of the Jewish people and of the American people -
s a whole by fighting for and building the anti-fascist unity
of the Jewish people for viciory over the Axis. When the
Nazis were slaughtering our brothers and sisters all over
Europe, we stood and fought with our people till victory was
won. We made significant advances in those years towards
orrect Marxist-Leninist orientation on the Jewish question
in generaland on Palestine in particular. But we also made
a number of serious errors which militated against the greater
effectivenes of our work. B , :

What is the situation today? We are eliminating and cor-
recting our errors which stem from the pressures of bourgeois
nationalism and assimilationism. On the question of Palestine,
- we are correcting errors that stem primarily from the pressures
of bourgeois nationalism. In making concessions, we went too
far on many occasions. We were not sufficiently alert to, nor
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did we sufficiently fight against, Jewish bourgeois ideological
influences. These errors are of course intimately bound up
with the general vevisionist errors stemming from Browder
bm. Nor did we apply to our own conditions another Leninist
prnciple, namely, thar in supporting bourgeots-democratic
national movements in the colonies, we do so “only on this
condition, that rhe clements of future proletarian parties, Gom-
s‘:z;mrz'st not ouly in name, in all backward couniries shall be
gatheved wgether and educated in the understanding of thewr
WL bif)ﬁ,(uf} tasks—the wasks of svuggle with ihe lﬂ_n,n'g».,«_m-
democratic movements within their own nation.” (“Thesis on
Nagional and Coelonial Question,” Russian edivion, Vol NXA
pp- 28g-2go). In failing to :pph this prinaple, we did por cany
on sulficzent struggle for Murxist wdeology and for labor 1o play
w deading role in the progressive ;xusph 3

CTYOTs wWe arg aow correcting: In the resolation belore you we
Tave the answer o the major pm% sleros facing our. people o
well as a program of struggle.

Droes that have any resemblance to the slanderous wser
fions of the Forward, Bevin's supporier on Palestine, and of
che Ziouist imitators of the Forward, that the Communists have
rurned their backs on the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine. Of
cowrse not. These are libelous asservions of the enemies of
anti-fascist Jewish unin and of a demoeradc solution of the
{ewish problem in v{mzzz% and of the Pd{mm problim an

raovernenis, 3 hese

particalar,
hat abowt [euwish wanagration wmio Palestine?

First, two gencral observations. Jewish lmmigravon inti
Palestine is at present wot the main question in the Palestine
sitnation, although it 1s an important one. For the liberation
of the Jewish refugees from the German camps, fhf‘ immediate
practical solution is the assnmp*;{m by the United Nations of
tull rtsp_onsz_bzhty for securing agreement of the Unired Na-
tions to open their doors to the entry and settdement of these
refugees, including an agreement between the Arabs and Jews
in Palestine in favor of Jewish immigration into that country.

The brutal fact is that the doors of Palestine are kept closed
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to Jewish immigration by the British government, ;I”}xe Jo?-]!:
Distribution Committee is already orienting on the })C\:l b.
refugees remaining in the Gfﬂ.'n'xan.czm)ps fnr_ the ne;;;l -im?né
years. Thus, the official Zionist policy of l-nakl-ng j}ev‘v Palestine
gration into Palestine the central qucstmn_nj L}L ft'incc
situation is of no practical help w the Jewish !C u{f?“l:anrc
it offers no hmmediate reliet to them,. and ‘lS a x\:l-ufor adn
rather than a help in securing Arab-Jewish agx ¢Cn,l}§;l-l: o
independent Palestine of the two peoples .ﬁu}n ‘-""n(q(‘inn

also follow an agrecment in favor ol'. Jewish 'ln.H"”IshfW(" l'esli-

Secondly, both Moishe Shertok and Dr. Mt-l'gncz‘ ‘»m-;iss'ilml
fied before the hearing of the Anglo-American .,‘“mi_‘_ back
in Palestine that Arab leaders were r.cady‘.*ﬁ‘-"?_n 4 ‘(') P';k"-‘v
as 193610 agree to large scale Jewish .nm?';.xgmuf)xl\l l:lhc .\‘,;;i;s
tine provided the Jewish Yishuav wnl_l‘]d jom W_’; .‘w\'.ld of
to secure Palestine’s independence. (,'.('-"15“-‘.‘1“(-'",". y xn “',1,. Are
waiting until Arabs agree to Jewish u‘nmxgl‘ilf;";“.’._:; 0 ‘thr.;
accused of doing, we advocate a dc:mocmlnc bl)'l.lv%l‘ Al ‘prob-
Palestine question which alone will solve .tht;: !muon’.‘”} o
lems of the Yishuv, as of the Arabs, and which ,"‘mhc wr “l.) [
the doors of Palestine to Jewish immigration in f'(')‘nd‘%‘;’-lﬁn(-):-
peace, security, and free national development. , L hc ! ‘_u']m‘”
tive to this policy is not free immigration to I '.1!(..~.tm<._. "
British terror, inscctm:i!:y. suffering for the Yishuv, conu_nluc‘(‘
suffering of our people in the German camps, and t]lt“k.yt ‘_.-
present threat of Arab-Jewish national strile under impe-
vialist and chauvinist provocations. ,

Conceivably, the Zionist leadership may succeed m e
ting “a bargain” from British or Anglo-American i,x.ni.)crm'hsm
which would provide for certain measure of Jewish immigra-
tion into Palestine. Bug the price for this would be betrayal
of the right of nationul freedom ot the Yishuy, its subordina-
tion to imperialist oppression and the convinuation of con-
ditions feeding national chauvinism and national strife be-
tween Jews and Arabs,

Specifically, what is our Position on Jewish bmmigration
im'u Palestine? Do we recognize and support the rivht of Jews
to immigrate and settle in Palestine?‘ Yes, we l‘ccogn?ze, suﬁp()rl

20 i :



and fight for the realization of that right. This is a gencerul
democratic right whose realization is imperative for the bree
national development of the Yishuv in a free and democratic
Palestine.

- How do we propose to realize the vight of Jewish immigra-
tion into Palestine? Democratically. By agrecment between
the Jews and Arabs ol Palestine under the auspices and with
the assistance of the United Nations or of the Big "Threc
within themn.

Are there other ways ol 1calizing the right ol free Jewish
immigration into Palestine? There are no other ways to realize
char vight in the immediate future. and no other democrutic
way at all except on the basis of full Arab-Jewish agrecment
for an independent Palestine of Arabs and Jews safeguarding
the national rights of both peoples. Agrecment with impe-
rialism, Bridsh or Anglo-Americau, may provide some wmcas.
wre ol rmmigration but at the cost ot the free national develop-
ment of the Yishuv, at the cost of a free national homeland oy
the Palestine Jews, and at the cost ol the peace and securin
of the two peoples,

Thus, the only practical solution for the immediate [uture
is the one based upon Arab-Jewish agreement under United
Nation's auspices.

It has been suggested by some that the Jewish musses will
uot understand our position on iminigration and that it s open
to misrepresentation and attack from the reactionaries. That
the reactionaries will slander and attack our position s quite
grue. In tact, that s what they are doing. But it is not orue
that the Jowish musses will not understand our position. Lot us
recall that a similar position on immigration has becn stated
forcefully in the Memorandum of the Jewish Peoples Fraternal
Order of the LW.O. 1o the last national convention of the
American Jewish Congress, What happened? It was re-
ceived by the progressive elements as a legitimate and impor-
rant position of a section of the Jewish people while the re-
actionaries found very few openings for their auacks though
they slandered and distorted the position as a whole.

Another example is fouwnd in the Open Letter of the Morn-

21




ing Freiheit Association to the American Jewish Conference in
June 1946. Tt embodied a position on immigration, and on
the Palestine question in general which we support. Did the
roa(itionarics find some particularly vulnerable spots in this
position? If they did, they have failed so far to make any use
of them. The fact is, the position of the Open Letter has made
a deep impression in wide Jewish circles, has been endorsed
by the J.P.F.O. and by the American Jewish Labor Council,
and promises 1o become a major means for rallying progres-
stve American support for achieving a democratic solution of
the Palestine question.

Still another example is the Open Letter to Rabbi Silver

by a number of progressive Jewish leaders in all ficlds. This
was attacked and denounced by the Silverites as “party line”
and as following the policies of the Soviet Union. But did
I.hcsc attacks find any vulnerable spots in the pmgrcssivc posi-
ton on Jewish immigration into Palestine? Not that anyont
could notice it. Qur position stood up splendidly.
' In saying this, we must also add that in applying this policy
m the mass movements and especially in joint actions with
other progressive currents and tendencies, we must display all
tl}c necessary flexibility, "This we are doiug. Devotion (o prin:
ciple '.m(.l .llcxibilily in tactics is and must remain our ouide.
Our position on immigration does mect this requirement, I
promates the interests and rights of our people. 1t is demo-
eratic and in accord with our Marxist principles. It cnables
us to collaborate with other progressive Jewish forces for com:
mon ends, '

We must also expose another slanderous distortion of ow
pusition. initiated by the Forward and imitated by certain re-
actionary 1‘10111.Sls.. Itis said that our resolution abaudons sup-
pm‘! 1o the l).ml(‘lmg of a national Jewish homeland in Pales-
truth is that our r(:soluliun—hnl(ikc('l[lll ";‘f'“l)}‘nn l?'l.)c' Fhe
crship--considers Palestine a land of t‘va ‘mtml official e
of two developing nationalities, Jews zmz I{L‘t)})lcs, ,l oy
that both peoples have cqual righls Lo (lcvg b, We believe

lop a free national
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existence in their common country; and, unlike the reaction-
aries of both peoples, we are opposed 1o one people subordinat-
ing and oppressing the other. 'This means that we support
fully the building of a national Jewish homeland in Palestine.
And we say, unlike the Zionist leadership, that this Jewish
homeland will be realized only in a democratic and indepen-
dent Palestine and that it will be the national homeland for
the Jews of Palestine and not for the Jews of all lands. Cer-
tain Zionists may not agree with this Marxist position on the
question ol a Jewish homeland in Palestine. In fact, they do
not agree. But this is no reason for misunderstanding our po
sition or for distorting i, Morcover. considerable sections
of the Zionist movement in Palestne nsell, the more progres-
sive clements among then, have been moving for a long time
towards a position on the national homeland which rests on
the recognition that Palestine 1s @ country ol two peoples. We
hope these progressive clements wnong the Zionists will find
it possible to draw all the practical conclusions from this recog
nition, especially with regard o Nvab: Jewish unity for an e

dependent Palestine.

I

Problems of the American Jewish National Group .

Lhe thivd pari ol our resolurion presents the content amd
fornes of one work in the American Jewish national group. 1
need not cmphasize tie basic theoretical and political nnpor
Ginee of thids part of the resolution. Tt has alveady been so
tecoenized by {riend and foe alike. T sums up the thinking
and practical expericence of our movement in national group
work foi nearly o vears, thus enabling us to unfold the most
Lhuitlul activities Tor the building of Jewish anti-lascist anity
o defend the vighits of our people. Tor the development ol a
progressive Jewish Tile, Tor the building of the Communist
Party. .

We must Tully grusp the key idea ol our position on the na
tional group guestion. is to meet the speaial problems and
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needs of the national group as a group and to do it in-a way
that will promote the unity of the American working class
and the democratic unification and growth of the Amcucan
nution. This is neither simple nor easy. We shall cuntmmlly.
be exposed to the dangers of bourgeois nationalism, on:the:
one hand, and boumems assimilationism, on the other. These
we shall combat systematm.xﬂy, holding fast to our rLanluu(m
and to the Marxist leadership of our Par Ly. .
There is in the United States a peculiar system of oppr cssion
and persecution of pcoplc#—usnnlly spoken of as minorities—
and of discrimination against thew. First comes the Negro
people. Against them the white ruling classes have estublistied
a regime of naked and brutal national oppression in the so-
called “Black Belt” in the South, where the Negro people-is
dev clnpmu as a nnuon.a]iry', and a system ol national oppres:
ston and discriminatiors in all other parts of the country. After.
the Negroes, come the various natioual groups: Jews, Ttaliuns,
Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Hunguwrians, Lithuaniaas, Yugo-
slavs, Czechs and others. These are not separate nationalities,
nor are they natioval minovities of the eastern Earopein
type. They ave specihcally American national groupings which
ave historically playing a proousm'v role in the urowth and
devclopment of the Awnerican nation. -
The outstunding tact o be noted is that the masses of thes
national groups are oppu,ss(d and discriminated dg,ams
groups by the so-called “superior Artglubmon race!t These
discriminations, as is well known, appear in all spheres,: cco-
nomic, political, cultural and social, and assume many.- and-
varied forms and degrees of intensity for the different national
sroaps. But whatever their forms, the content of these dis:
criminations has a very definite national character. “The ynain:
sources of national discrimination lie in 1mpcnahsm in the
domination of the trusts and monopolies, in the rdp;lahst S)h}"_
tem as such. These are the same sources from which "Lcm th
most reactionary circles of finance capital that feed an. »
mote fascism. This means that anti-Semitism . 1tsclf whuh
one -of the. slmxpcst ‘weapons of xmpcxl.zhst ‘reaction. in thC S

Umtcd,Smtcs, amsl Lhc ploowssx\'c fmc&s of thc Amcl . f, ‘-;_i-
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people, is one of the torms of national oppression and perse-
cution. The Mexicans and Puerto Ricans occupy a special
position of national discrimination.

The resolution on work among the Jewish masses recently
issued by the Communist Parry of the United States (Political
Affairs, Nov., 1946), calls for further study of the growth of
the national groups and the perspectives of their development.
These studics will have to tvace the origin of the national
groups wmong the various brmigrants having a common na-
tional origin, examine the peculiarities ol the older and more
vecent migrations, and analyze the effect of each wave of immi-
gration vpon the degree of disoivination or privilege sul-
fered or enjoyed by the various national groups. We shall have
to study mare exactly the significance of the relatve corupact-
ness of the geographical location of various national groups
within ceriain states and cites; the persistence of common
occupational patterns within each national group, and the
peculiarities of class relavions within the gewneral national
cconomy and class velations rhat this brings about; the cultural
and ethnic fearares of the group as they are transformed by the
group's experiences in the United States; the effect of the infla-

. ences from the old countries on the groups; the concrete course
ol the struggle undertaken by each group against discrivuna-
von and oppression by the so-called “superior”™ Anglo-Saxon
vaces, for equal vights, tor Iree and voluntary integration
into geneval American life as against an assimilation forced
and imposed upon the group by the ruling circles.

1t should become the ambition of American Jewish Marxisis
ta carry through such investigations for the American Jewish
pational group. 1t will enrich our ideological work and will im.
measurably sivengthen it polivically. It will enable us to wage
a most cffective straggle against bourgeois nationalison and
assimilationism and for our Marxist positions.

THE STRUGGLE FOR A PROGRESSIVE CULTURE
"i;‘/V_lia'i could l?ﬁ‘-‘??"’?{}&?9'-'(3:?-1"‘ﬁf.),”?“'f}'. on the struggle for a pro-

gressive Jewish calture? " Two things. First, the struggle for a
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progressive Jewish culture is in no contradiction to the strug-
gle tor a progressive culture of the American people as a
whole. On the contrary, it is an organic part of it. Second,
the struggle lor a progressive Jewish culture is in no coutra-
diction to the Leninist opposition to the slogan of “national
culture” under capitalism, or to the Leninist orientation on
the eventual merger of all national cultures into a one-world
socialist culture. It is, in fact, in full accord with this Leninist
pusition.

I shall discuss the second point st Stalin’s famous exami-
nation of the question established  the following facts: 1)
“Lenin never sand that national languages become tused into
one common language within the boundaries ol a simgle suate,
before the victory of socialism on a world scale™; 2) “Lenin
never said that the abolition of national oppression and the
fusion o} the interests ol navonalitics into o single whole is
equivadent ro the abolition ol national difterences™; 1) “Lenin
never said that the watchword of developing national coliure

“under the proletarian dictalorshipp is a rcactionary watch-
word.” (Stalin, Marxism and the National and Colonial Ques.
tion, International Publishers, New Vork, 1O (;'f('“.l.i()l'l,\|)l'l.
257-250: 1042 cdiion, pp. 2o g-zob.)

1t is therelore evident that the development in socialist
countries of national caltures is not only in accord with socil.
ist principle but beeomes veatly possible only undev socialism:
and thae the development ol national cultures will contine
cven fter the establishment ol socialism on o world scile.
Hence, it s 1,m—M:-u‘xi'.~et and anrealistic to orientate on a quick
dissppeatance ol national diffevences, Tanguaages and caliures

But this does not men lhlll. we should raise the stogan of
struggle fora _]'c.'\-\'l“l'l 'lff“-'l‘."llil] ' (‘.'u;lmrc. We say this, not he-
cause national culture 3s mcompatible with socialism but be-
cause national calture m fflb(‘.'ll‘! geols society is a cultre which
i horgeols i :«').n.u-m'_.t 1_lu:- am ol which is o infect 1he
masses with the \'11‘1':.(::f.1‘ .17-.1‘1,11_):);11‘113:1“4 :n.ud. to consolidate the
qupreiacy ol t]‘]ﬁ )l)jl}lrlﬁ.l.»;zu‘.\.’h (bIL.t.l_xfx, z./,;u‘l.,: 1954 cd., p. gbo,
1g42 ed p- 207+) 'i;1 .'- V‘ '..,lc:nnn) cousidered the slogan
[ “national cultre isoarety based on the supremacy of
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the bourgeoisic as a reactionary slogan. But in doing so,
“Lenin was striking at the bourgeois content ot national cul-
ture, and not at its national form.” (Stalin, ibid., 1931 ed., p.
260; 1942 ed., p. 207.)

This means that the dominant cultare, 7ot the whole culture
of a people under capitalism, is bourgeois in content. Tt means
further, that in countries ruled by the bourgeoisie, cultural
movements arise and cultural values we created and spread
that are not only not bourgeois in content but reflect the life,
the struggles and the progressive aspirations of the masses of
the people. Some of these cultural movements and  values
rcach advanced progressive stages where they reflect the his
toric liberation ission of the working class.  These move
ments and cultwral values are obviously vational in Lovm,
although they are not the dommating enlture of the nation.
They wage o constant straggle against the supremacy ol the
bourgeaisic in the cultural life of the nation. and Tor the ex-
tension ol the influence of the progressive culture among 1
wisses of the people.

Comscguently, we in the Amevican Jewish natiowad g oup
are raising the slogan of a progressive mass Jewish cultnre -
nat of a national Jewish culiwre—in accond with the el
position of the Gommunist Party for PLogressive \naericar
people’s euluwe,

Frowhat sense, then, do we speak ob o prosressive culinie of
the Joewash people as o whole, that is, of the Jews ol all coun
trics? We base owmschves, fivst, on the objective tact that e
is w cultmre of the Jewish people as a whole, a4 calun e CRPTLE
ing Jewish mational character, which i one of 1he NRISTRITRY|
attvibuies conmem o Jows ol all counmes. Yer we s tule
o aceomt another obeaive fae, nacly, thae the Jewish
people Tive momany counties and Londs unde various and
diffevent social systens, ;.uu'! are developg ditbevemr forms of
national (-j\isu:m:r.-. Fhis Laet does no newate the esistence
of o _]'cwish' national character embodied Jewishe culire
regardless of country. Bar the special conditons of cach coun.
ny inowhich Jews hve do affect the congenrs of the Jowish
cultrral values in the vamous counirics procuces (f".'-rl‘un;
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language problems. The tendency seems (o be for Jewish cul-
ture 1o be expressed in more than one languagg, i1 MOSL cases
in Yiddish and in the language of the country, in our case
English. ‘

On the basis of the foregoing, we can how examine the
relation between progressive American J(?\\'L}h cullurc'- :mq ]n'o-.
gressive Jewish culture in general, that s, ol.thc Jewish people
as a whole. We contribute o genceral Jewish culture by' Fh.e
mere fact of creating American Jewish cultural .vuhlv\‘. Fhis
is truc for the Jews of all other countrics. .ln this wiy we in'lL“
all carrying forward the progiessive traditions of ow peopt
and enriching its common culiuval neaswe. l*m'lh(’-r, we .lﬁ.\l)-
ciate culturally with the fews ol other Lands, .lhll.\ l‘ll“llf'lh“‘g
each other and continually renewing and reinforomg m f"“‘
culture the Jewish national characrer. Finally, we e .m('
do create joint cultural values, and in s febd the Soviet jows
can and do play a most vital part.

In bricf, we speak of a progiressive

fowish culiae ol our peo
ple as a whole in the sense ol a

culture cmbodying Jewish
national character and giving expression 10 the commot Pis
gressive aspiration of the masses ¢l our prople i afl counthies
regardless of the ditfferent social systens unda which they
live and of the different forms of national existence which they
are developing. We speak of a progroessive ‘]cwish culture
er_uhl':l(ziug the cultural creations of the American Jows. the So
viet J(:'WS and the Jews of Birobidjan, of the Jewish Yishuy
Palestine, the Jewish communities'in France, Poland and other
f‘i(l::l)llrlxlg:sczz‘:ctliz?i tl(\; Jewish conumunitics in lix_lgl;ulu‘l, in.lht
for such a,pri)gr'clssizc dnladzf' n.r‘ul m L:m." America. l.h(‘ hgh.l
ish life, for the S;;l‘\'iv'(:[ll(:tjlc 15 hght lf)l' | })l‘()gl‘(?SSl.\'C _](7‘“"
- ' ¢ our people, for its well-being, for
general progress and democracy.
The relationshi
.Amtjl‘?c::r(;l j:il:ssll:‘?ullt)sxt:‘d "tllm, struggle for o progressive
ﬂrcssi_"t: culture of the Ameriralxi b)‘tl.'g?]c.f“r u general pre-
question that must be cxamined }\“’ll"f-' s an equally vital
American, is an organic part of éenc:-n;l ican :](.wxsh culture 15
as the Amcerican Jewish national gr al American culture, jus

oup is ; . .
o8 UP Is an organic part of the



American nation. Each cultural movement and value created
by the American Jewish national group becomes part of and
promotes the further development of general American cul
ture. In this way, the American Jewish national group, like
all other American national groups, is making its contribution
to building and developing the multi-cultural American na-
ton. But the American nation is developing not only as
multi-cultural nation but is also heginning to develop pro-
gressive cultural values of a common eenerid American char-
acter. sAnd in this process. 100, American Jews participate
actively,

‘Thus, it mav be said, that the [)l‘()g'l'(rssi\'(,' American Jews
participate in the development of the progressive culture of
the American people as a whole i two ways: bv creating and
propagating cultural values of the American Jewish national
eroup i by creating and propagating cultural values of a
comnmon general American character. And this holds true tn all
other American national groups.

Concluding on the third and last part ol our resolution,
I should like to cmphasize once move, by way ol sclf-criticisn
the following two points. One is that while we are confronted
in the Jewish field with two dangers. the pressures of bourgeots
nationalism and those of bourgeois assimilationism, we who
have been active in this ficld of work were making mistakes
of yielding primarvily (o the pressures ol hourgeois nationalism.
Conscquently, we must concentrate precisely on correcting and
climinating errors resulting from insufficient resistance to the
influcnces of bourgeois nationalism. Two is the necessity
of combatting the pressures of bourgeols assimilationism and

national nihilism. Al of us must combuat these bourgeois

pressures but especially must this be done by those comtades
who in the past have underestimated Party work wmnong the
Jewish masses, who have tended o confuse the position of
Marxism-Leninism on the Jewish question with that of na-
tional nihilism and bourgcois assimilationism.

Here it is necessary to say a few words about a most extremne
casc of capitulation to the pressures of hourgeois assimilation-
ism and national nihilism, a case which wenecet here and there
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among isolated individual Coumuu‘!ista. ql ru‘nnatl'nlloll)t:l)t"s long
past but which can still do a certain :un(..)qnt‘ o- ( n‘l }g) "r o
This extremc case ol surrender to the pressures ol J(.ll' t-,'[‘ I.-
assimilationism and national nibilisi cim be (lcsqll)’?gbt&‘ :) .
lows: 1t considers the national groups in ll'llc_ .Ulll.lf'f-' ;.lml-;n\( l\
reactionary phenomcenon, an C\I)l(lm”n'(?l-'l-ur'\l‘”}ﬁl‘t'l:lu-(:rc‘ll(;l'?:
wardness and incapacity o beconme ,"\rncr‘u:flul/(:(l. b metionl
wants our Party to work lor !_1,‘(: _dt.f.sl.,-..l_utl.fup_ Ul‘ 1”1:(‘ ntm(-mal
groups und advocates the ]i(.llll(”.’.llll‘.)j], in .l:;.u«"']”'l' t]IL ‘._m(.mul
grouli.) work of all progressive ()rgqnl/‘n.n(ru“\s‘.n.m | “. the g:w e
group work of the Conmunist Party. Fhis ("\"l} ;X(I;L(l{;';l par-
remnant of past days has made IlS(i‘“.. 'I'c“ﬁ“'m_‘;" r:l] e ;11(»\'t'-
ticularly in the field of the progressive |.l..ll.t.lvl'l‘..l- C(.n.m.“nim
ments. With what result? With the result that Cos he real
found it more dificult to combat in ”;‘CSC' ]‘m.)\!cmc.’l-wil.s }'.[h tl;('
dangers ol nationalist deviations, which C'\HFV’. ;u‘n‘(. »?{Lﬂ\(’tn-
additional result that the growth ol the mass movements
selves was hampered and obsurucied. _ ‘o that it
One of the worst features of this extreme asc 15 tld N
parades as the only Marxist-Leninist positnpn on LIIL lllll"’:rd
group question, and on the national guestion n 8“_"“‘[;'{‘ we
operates only with quotation from our great tt’:‘;’lC!)('l 5. But 1
know from history that many a retreat lrom M;11'x15n1-1..(‘1\'111{51.1’
was covered and camouflaged with quotations lrom Marx
and Lenin and Stalin, And we can also see that th(: so-calledl
theoretical positions of this extreme case wre a (;:;.11'1(.':@1!1'('-_ of
Marxism on the national group question. It is not Mu}'Xl.Sm
at all but the reflection of the influences of bourgeois assimula-
tionism combined with Browder revisionism.
This extreme case actually m
of the national groups. So mu
that they could detect traces
to and ridicule of our nation
;icy]arlly ourhnational grou
t 15 also a cha *risti . .
e 20 2 chs rz:l(]:':ril::;:ortanc(‘ o mc case t.hat‘ it belittles
—of the fricndship and COl'la'borat(i'o;:mlrfascm nnp0r‘mn.¢
Jews and the American Jews, that j, ctween the Soviet

o ridicules the profound

anifests contempt for the masses
ch so that certain comrades felt
of anti-Semitism in this hostility
al group work in general and par-

P work among the Jewish masses.
of this extre



national hopes of the progressive Jewish masses for the de-
velopment and success ol the Autonomous Jewish Region
in Birobidjan, und thar it would destroy altogether the move-
ment for anti-fascist Jewish unity ot the demowratic torees ol
the Jewish people of all countries, on the so-called ground
that there is no such thing as a Jewish people. This extreme
case has vothing but hostility to the struggle for a progressive
Jewish culture as well as 1o the progressive cultural develop-
ments in all nadonal groups.

In other words, we wre dealing heve with an extreme case
of capitulation 10 the pressures of bourgeois assimilationism
which, because of s extreme nature. manifests even certain
traces of contempt for and hostility o the masses ol the na-
donal groups—an attitude which is commonly associated with
the race supremacy ideology ol the Anglo-Saxon ineperialise
ruling casses. 1t goes withour saying that our Party will fight
this attitude undl its complete eradicanon.

But in doing so, we must never forget that our past errors
i the field of Jewish work, parvticulinly among those actively
gaged in it. were the result ot yielding to the pressures of
bourgeois nationalisnt. And we must also remember that our
fight against the pressures of bourgeois assimiationism, espe-
cially against the extreme cases, will be more successful the
better we hght the pressures ol bourgeois nationalism.

OUR REPLY TO “"CONGRESS WELEKLY"

In the Jight of our position on all the major problems lacing
the Jewish people and its working class, what shall we say to
the criticisms of the editorial in Congress Weckly?

The best and most dependable defenders of the rights and
interests of the Jewish people are the Jewish workers and therr
closest allies, the poorer sections of the middle classes and the
progressive intellectuals and professionals. Not the monopo-
listic bourgeoisie and its hangers-on, not the allies of and col-
laborators with British, American or Anglo-American imperi-
alism, but the Jewish working class together with all other
anti-imperialist and progressive forces in Jewish life are the
true spokesmen of our people, the defenders of its interests,
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the backbone of the struggle for its survival, the promise of its
future.

Jewish Communists are part of the Jewish working class, its
vanguard, its most consistent fighters. Consequently, Jewish
Communists—as the vanguard of their class—are the best de-
lenders of the rights and interests of the Jewish people. Just be-
cause the loyalties of the Jewish Conmmunists are 1o the Jewish
workers and their allics, that is, to the masses of the Jewish
people; and just because the loyalties of the Jewish Gommu-
nists are to the ideology of the working class, to Marxism, for
these very reasons the Jewish Communists ave the most loyal.
devoted and sclf-sacrificing ﬁglucrs for the well-being, progress
and happiness of the Jewish people.

The best and most dependable allies of the Jewish people
aimong non-Jewish peoples in cach country and in the wo.r]d
at large are the working classes. The more deeply the working
classes are imbued with the Marxist ideology and with Com-
munist principles, the more consistent and militant is their
fight in support of the liberation struggles of oppressed peo-
ples, the greater is their contribution to the liberation struggles
of the Jewish people. Conscquently, Jewish Coramunists are
capable of rendering a particularly valuable service to their
people precisely because they are an inseparable part of the
general Communist movement ol their countries; because the
Jewish Communists in each country are flesh of the flesh and
blood of the blood of the general anti-lascist army, headed by
the working class. It is the class which is the most dependable
supporter of the struggles of the Jewish people against anti-
§emmsm, for equal rights, for the full development of various
forms of 1'.1ati'0nal existence. This is our answer to the assertion
gi ;h]fricxg;tfrml th.‘:-lt the interests of the Jewish people are not

ary concern and that we are not able to delend them
properly.
is fﬁ;"\t‘za 2’:)‘;“(2&?1 ‘::)e)rl")’ of our people. Where fascism
of national existe;'nc . P‘h-l e ?nust die, no matter what form

_ . € 1t'nas had. But who he destroyer
of fascism and who is its cyl Is the destroye

tivator and pro Y FVisc b
o o promoter? Does not
Congress Weekly know the answer? ‘The cultivators of fascism
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are the imperialists and reactionarics, the very same [otces
upon whom official Zionist policy orients for the solution of
the Jewish question, the very same reactionary and pro-fascist
forces with whom reactionary Zionist leaders are allicd and
are collaborating. We must not forget that the Silver-Segal
Zionist leadership contributed its share to the last clection
victory ol the Republicans, the victory of the Hoover-Dewey-
Taft-Bricker reaction which stimulates and promotes fascism
and anti-Semitism at home and abroad.

And who are the destroyers of fascism?  Who e
saviors of the Jewish people? The democratic and anti-
fascist camp, the camp of the working class and its progressive
allies, the camp from which the Communists come. the very
same camp which the editorial in Gongress Weekly declares
mcapable of defending the interests of the Jewish people.

Congress Weekly is vight in saying that Marxist or Corinti-
nist ideology is the ideology of the working class. But from
this great truth some other truths follow, which Congress
Weekly does not mention. The frst is that the working class
1$ the most progresisve force of its people and its best defender:
and, sccondly, that the ideology of Zionism and of Jewish
nationalism, is also a class ideology. Zionism and naiionalism
are the ideology of the Jewish bourgeoisie, that is, the ideology
of a class among whom imperialist reaction finds allics and col-
laborators of considerable influence, even though certain Jew-
ish bourgeois circles are inclined in a progressive dircction and
are collaborating with the progressive camp. ‘

In short, there are no classless ideologics. There are 1deolo-
gies of progressive classes and ideologies of reactionary classes.
The former are progressive ideologies, and the latter are ve-

the

actionary ideologics.

Any assertion, no matter from what source or Iu.)w ma-
tivated, that the Communists have adop;‘cd a neg'atwe anet
hostile attitude to the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine, is untruc,
has no basis in fact, is nothing but slanflcr am';l_ .(.hs_tornqxj.
Such an assertion may be helptul to reactionary /,mn'mf. Poh-
tics. but it hurts the Yishuv which needs all the allics, Sym-
pathy and support it can ge't.sgNor is it true that we oppose



or are indifterent 1o Jewish immigration into Palestine, Nor
ts it true that we are hostile or mdxﬁcunt to the progressive
LlU\(lUlJlll()IN‘) in Jewish culture in Palestine.

Owr position on all these questions is crystal clear, Tt has
been made so by the Party's resolution on Jewish work. We
consiler the Yishuv a vital part ol our people, which is de-
veloping us a nationality. And we are determined o do all
in our power to help realize the equal nadional rights of the
Yishuv, including the vight of Jews to immigrace, I)\ hghting
with the cntire camp of antifascism and d(nmu‘u) for a
democratic-not imperialist and not reactionary—Jewish-Arab
solution ol the Palestine crisis, o solution which will lead ro
an independent Palestine of Jews and Arabs guaranteeing the
cqual national rights of both peoples. We believe that such
a solution can be advanced marerially by transferving Pales-
une to the United Navions. We believe, furthermore, that
the key 1o the solution of the Palestine cxisis is Jewish-Arai
uuiry for an independent state of the two peoples.

This. of cowrse, 15 very much different from and opposed
Lo othcial Zionist policy, which the editorial in Congress
Weekly makes it own, But it is a progressive Jewish position
shared by considerable sections of the Jewish pe ople in the
United States, in Laurope, and-very important—-in Palestine
itself. It is a position capable of serving ]cwnsh people’s in-
terests much better thun official Zionism, especially the Sitver-
Scegal version.

The cditorial in Congress Weekly is not satisfied with
Jewish life in the Sovier Union. But this ds not because
Jewish lile there is not Jewish ¢nough in torm, as the edi-
worial suggests, but because it is soctalist in content,  The edi-
torial quite obviously does not like the socialism of the Soviet
Union even though it likes the system of national liberation
and truc national ethty which pervails there. But the
inescapable objective fact is that the reason the Soviet Union
has this complete system of national liberation and  true
cqudhty and fricndship of nations and peoples is because it is
a Soviet socialist state which has solved the national question
on the basis of the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
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Stalin. That is T of L
plete andh‘:'z'zlli ﬂiz cl)ll:(lyJE(‘)Iﬁx\(:ltl -~ b(;\_/lt't Union enjoy com
country and in all soheres of Tife cquality in all parts of the
have 113)“:[?;:(},:,:1)1« s‘l)llf_.:_gés of life. That is why lhcI Soviet Jews
anywhere (_,l:‘ l')'u]i ;4’1"1."11.?:.11):, vnc‘vcrr l:)off).r(‘ enjoyed by our péo]_;]c
in Torm, ’S()'(:‘izl'lis[‘ilr’l'.‘%(.(f:n_l]<';fwllshw nation in Birobidjan, Jewish
“‘Q(;;"Cd i;" the Soviet 1.h1i(.:.|llnz.zs .[1 Iz:tml:‘ why anti-Semitism i
Jur advice t v oditere af (o .
hein 1'ninzllluil:fl)f 11:: Ffl“f""“__“r (,(_r}-/,g..,v(.’..ﬂ'..s Weekly is to make up
in October 1(‘);” '”"L(_ 'llc' great S(‘)C’l:lhsl‘ revolution in Russia
opportunity to ({(\(l]m) m,“?“s :”"fl; peoples have gained the
sochlise lvnim(h.l‘i'm; _(;)1’1-_«'1?-!“01‘1;;] lile now on bourgeots bur on
velop l)ill'l'.l'nl:’l.[.']J'\-(‘th']' l l‘l‘.".tmm‘)}m ;m(.l peoples began 1o de-
content; that the s"'.m'.l ”l[ e national in form and socialist in
ther St I.Jnxi(n].f;l-l-(t s happened to the Jewish people in
parts of the wm-]('] ]1“‘? N ,“f"““‘“‘f"””y- we now have in various
different in (‘().lll'(';n]:-”m. ol Jewish national existence that are
dominantly \U ﬁ:hj].\mm;.,.l.).(ml?l% Ix:)u.;gc:-nis in content or pre-
dominanty so; 'lﬁcltl?% lers are socialist in content or pre-
and anti-Fascist !l'('n“-’.--~ ds[u.y.’ ,“-m'r' the democratic, progressive
regardiess nf;':h‘(-i,- ;(L,:(’l ‘l']?u ilcwn.sh peoples of all countries,
for the W(:‘l[il.rc"» l'rcc'(l.( “fd’ :s)istfrms,. are (5.’1]);1")10 ol collaborating
of working t("';‘:'il'lcn- ’)l.ll’dl'i( survival of our people, are capa ble
Lastly ;}l)(,{:t‘ the d“ 4 lf‘folf)ltr_ for the gt)()fl of our pcople.
readiness 0'1} ]('wight.("('(.),n(?un- of the editorial for the future
progressive forces (")“l’_:“t’;l.“.ll‘l?(s to cooperate with other Jewish
any additional (lSSll.l'anC(:;b(:l(iOX(; l‘hcx'(:‘ Sll().:'ll.(:l b¢ m_) nced for
deeds. We maintain th?lf“nO o|-hm. piut. !ust, .th_n“e- e (fl_u'
life has cooperated 50 ]0."“ ! cln g?l(m-p in ,.‘\‘l]‘)'(;:ll(.{n :!cwx:sh.
common . and “P,‘ll‘h"(".( . )’{. ); jn‘l‘l 1‘01‘ e [.).mg_,msswc forces for
which is built com l"']l(. Cor C(.(.md'ly,.lhcxg iy FCSOIUU‘OH
unity of all (ic lpﬁu.c, y O.n the }‘)ohcy of zfnn-fasmst' ch'x,sh.
Wock] all ¢ ‘"_nf')c atic lozccs.‘ And tl}c ccluors-of Congress
Weekly know very well that Commuiist resolutions are not
just words but deeds, that with Communists resolution is a

action. And this is what our resolution will be—a
» with all other progressive

f our people. That we shall
hout saying. But aren’t

// ’
A

guide to

guide to the further coopcmtiox

forces for the rights and intcrests o

propagate our Marxist ideology goes wit
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the editors of Congress Weekly propagating a bourgeois na-
tionalist ideology, dmna it not in a Zionist journal but in a
publication of a non-party organization, the American Jewish
Congress?

The American scene is for us the cenwal and major scene.
So it is for the masses of our people in the United States. We
are therefore glad to note that the editorial in Congress Week-
Iy is able to say that, as regards a number of points in our reso-
lution dealmo with the \mencdn scene. “we of the American
Jewish Congress, as well as all genuinely progressive groups.
can mb»tanuallv agree.” For this agreement we shall work.
We shall strive 1o make the 51rugrrk for a progressive ]meh
life in America the central and all important struggle in the
American Jewish national group. This is dictated by the best
terests of the Jewish masses in America as well as of our
people in all other countries.

In coming 10 a close, it remains for me to say that in the
ideological feld. the central and major task is the fight for
Marxism, for the Marxist solution of the natonal and colomdi
questionn and of the Jewish question, for the Marxist solution
of all major problems of humanity. In whatever field of
united working class, anti-fascist and general progressive effort
we are emmged we shall prove of greatest value 1o our class
and people by making our special contribution o the common
elfort—the contribution of Marxist-Laninists, the contributions
of the champions of the working class and ol is leading liberat-
ing mission in the progressive movements ol the people.




COMMUNIST WORK AMONG THE
AMERICAN JEWISH MASSES

RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL GROUPS COM-
MISSION OF THE C.P.U.S.A., OCTOBER, 1946

Communist work among the Jewish masses, as in all other
fields, must be based upon the programn and policies of the
Party. At the present time, the main approach to our Jewish
work is the general line of the Party for the struggle against
the offensive of American imperialist reaction and its drive for
fw‘Oﬂd domination. for peace and democracy, against the un-
ig)lcling attacks upon the economic standards ‘and political
rights of labor and its allies. The special policy problems in
our Jewish work must be approached and solved from the
gen_eral Party position for the building of an anti-imperialist,
anti-fascist labor-democratic coalition, headed by labor, to
combat and defeat the warmongering, reactionary pro-fascist
offensive of the monopolies in the United States.

The struggle against anti-Semitism and for equal rights for
the Jewish people is a basic part of the general struggle against
the imperialist offensive. It is therelore the duty and respon-
sibility of all progressive forces of the American people, espe-
cially of Iabor, the trade unions, and the Communist Party,
to fight militantly for the outlawing of anti-Semitism and
against all forms of discrimination and segregatiorn.

Since anti-Semitism is fundamentally a product of social
systems of class and national oppression in this country, it
will be completcly and permanently uproot'ed, and eventu-
ally disappear altogether, only with the abol_iugn of capitalism
and the establishment of Socialism in the United States. But
the fight to combat ant
the equal rights of the

i-Semitism, to outlaw it, and to protect
Jewish masses against all forms of dis-
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crimination, is a fight of a general de
equal rights for all. It is a major p:
imperialist reaction which uses an
chief weapons to divide and demora
ments of the people and 1o strengt
fight against anti-Semitism is a cent
uproot fascism. Anti-Semitism is or
fascism, i.e., ol the open and terra
most reiactionary sections of finance
the physical annihiliation of the ]
against anti-Scmitism and  {or cqu
people is a hight against all reaction
fascist ideologies of race superiorit
Jimt Crowisin and all forms ol
Neero people, against the theory
vace Csuperionin T Teas o hehi for ol
and lnu];lls aed tor dhe x!(n](n).lli‘
the Nmerican people and s workd

Jras dalvg cod B oo i
Hee i J,'\/uw/w':/,‘/\. Jorg ooipigdant!
Jrovelvalion amonyg e scofiong o
the vty and antecriiy of e lal
monopolies ave Liying to iowdermnii,

A magor phase o the snragele o
be o ssstomatic and persistani hight
Jewish disartmination. Fhese diser i
in cducation, in political aighis, and
on the inocase due 1o the ollensive
the United Stntes. A naviomaliny or
are victims of such types of discrinn
Negro people, they Tine assumed,
cascs, the dastardly Jorm ol fascise-i
persceutions. Lhese are abso heginmi
Jews, Tlence, the fight against all |
and rcligious diserinination has bec
American people, especially of the
inseparable part of the fight for peac
and cconomic sccurity.
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l. The General Situation and Immediate Tasks

An analysis of the present situation among the American
Jewish masses discloses the following characteristics:

1. A growing awarcness of the new anti-Semitic and pro-
fascist dangers, accompanying the warmongering, imperialist
offensive of the American monopolics, and of the special
threats to the Jewish people inherent in these dangers.

2. There is a relatively high degree of understanding among
Jewish workers, and growing middle class circles as well, that
the fight against the new anti-Semitic dangers can be waged
effectively only in alliance with labor, with the Negro people
whose political weight in progressive American life s con-
tinually growing, with other nationally discriminated and
perscecuted groups. and with all the progressive movements
of the American people. At the same thine, there is a distinat
incrcase i the activities of the reactionaics among the Jewish
masses, i, ol reactionary  bourgeois-nationalists, bourgeots-
assimilationists and Social-Demodrats.

5. Fhere is o growing mistrust anong the Jewish amasses
e Truman Administation. This results from the general
political course ol the Administration i internal and external
aflairs, a cowse which s imperiadist and reactionary. Most
particubarly, the Jowish masses are affecred by the Admums
tration’s yiclding to the wirmongering and anti-Soviet indite
ments ol the monopolics, by its betraval ol the hght for the
F.EP.CLoby dts Lailre to combat anti-Scuitisin, by its hypo
critical and imperialist course in Palestine, and by its continual
departure from Roosevelt's progressive policies.

4. Republican party circles among the Jewish people dem
onstrate awareness ol new opportunities for reaction. | his
adds 1o the serious danger ol veactioniny Republicn celectoral
victories and ol o strengthened reactionary bipartisan coali-
tion in Congress. But more pronounced iumong the Jewish
masses is the trend toward the developing Labor-democratic
coalition and toward the progressive forces ol the third-party
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movements, although old loyalties wnd traditional i
Democratic party still play an important part.

5. There are growing trends among Jewish won hers U
the progressive forces in the labor movement. m the €1 ¢
and the A. F. of L. This is especially noticeable amoang 1
native-born, but is also very evident among the natorahe
Yet the strength of the reactionary Social-Demociats v st
considerable in Amcrican Jewish life. "Fhis strenath Lo
source not only in the strategic positions ol the Jewsh Dy
Forward group in certiin trade unions and fratoinal oyeanis
tions (I. L. G. W. U, Workmen's Circle) as well o 1 som
political movements (Liberal Party), l?ut alsp.m spec i e
ish organizations and in the special field of mterest ol al
Jewish nationality group. T'he reactionury Social-Demoar
exploit this ficld Lrgely through their domination of the Jo
ish Labor Committee. In the caltaral ficld, the reaciiona
Social-Democrats oparate particularly by exploiting the Jewis
Scientific Tnstitute (Y. W. Q) for reactionary political pu
I)(_)SCS.

6. Communist influence among the Jewish masses s nroy
ing. "Phis resubis, fise ol adle from the incrcasing vealizatio
that the Connnanist Parey is noconly the best defender ol 1h
ceconomic and political amns of Tahor, but that it has als
proven the most conststent fighior aoainst nni-Semitisne, e
action, aud fascisn,

While gravely hampered by ostldl existing  vomnans
Browder revisionisim, Communist work among the  Jowis
masses has conurthuted materially toward sorengihoning th
imflucnce of the Party among the Jewish workers and als
among scctions of the middle classes.

Finalh, o potent factor in the building up ol andi-dasci-
influence among the Amcerican Jewish masses in this Perio
has been the contact and collaborution between the American
Jews and the Soviet Jews in common demonstiations again
anti-Semitism and fascism and for Jewish rights, and in cu,
tural collaboration. "F'his collaboration was established durin
the war with the aim of helping to win the war, and is noy
developing as a force for [riendship between the American
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and Soviet peoples and for promoting the culture and well-
being of the Jewish people.

The collaboration between the American and Soviet Jews
has helped in combatting the reactionary influences coming
from the idcological and programmutic positions of Zionism.
from bourgcois assimilationism  (Council for Judiism, the
American Jewish Commitice, sections ol the leadership of the
Joint Distribution Committec), and from Soctal-Democratisin
(the Teadership of the Jewish Labor Connnittee, the Forward,
Dubinsky. ctc.).

. Problems of relicl and rehabilitation ol the Jewish masses
in the liberated countries occupy a major place in the life of
the American Jewish masses and in the activities of their or-
ganizations. In this fickd, the major activities ol the Jewish
workers and sections of the middle classes during the war were
devoted 1o Russian war relict, in considerable ncasure through
the Jewish Council of Russian War Relielt The end of the
war and the resulting new sitnation have produced a numbel
ol changes in these activities, mainly in the direction of work
of cnltwal relations and certain forms ol work ol rehabilite
tion.

since the liberation ot Poland by the Red Army. the work
of Jewish reliet and rehabilitation in Poland, and the strug-
ale in support of the new Polish state, bas become a central
task in the general work ol Jewish reliel and rchabilitation.
It has also become a field of activity in which sharp clashes
are taking place between the anti-fascist unity forces among
the Jews and the reactionary nationalists, assimilationists, and
Social-Democrats. The democratic forces support @ people’s
program which calls for the building of the new Jewish com-
munity in Poland, while facilitating the emigration from
Poland of those fews who so desire. The reactionaries, al-
though not united, are working against the building of the
Jewish communiry in Poland. At times the reactionarics pre-
cipitate panic flights from Poland by various Jewish groups.
They exploit the tragic and vruly dificult situation which re-
sults from the terroristic attacks of Polish fascists upon Jews
as well as upon labor and other democratic clements. In all

41



this, they have the expectation ot bringing most ol these emi-
grants into Palestine.

The major issues in this clash are the following: T he demo-
cratic unity forces among the Jews propose o ight for the
safety, equal rights, and well-being of the Jewish people in
Poland by joining with the progressive forces and government
of Poland to uproot the remnants of fascism and reaction in
Poland, to help consolidate the new Polish state, and to sup-
port the struggle for Big Three collaboration in the United
Natjons for peace. They aim thereby to eliminate ant-Semi-
tism and ull and-Jewish atracks. , .

- On the other hand, reactionary Zionists, assimilationiss,
and Social Democrats propose in effect that the Jews uhandon
this fight and quit Poland completcly. On this basis, the
Zionists are carrying on o campaign foy mass migraiion from
Poland and the whole of Europe as the bourgeots-nationalist
answer to anti-Semitism. Fhe reactionary assbnilationists and
Social Pemacrats arce agitaring against the new Polish stare
and its government as being “impotent” to protect the Jews,
\ They prewend o favor Vin principle” the building of ihe
Jewish community in Polimd i & government were 1o come
into power capable of proteciing the Jews. By this they mean
Ja government hostile o the Sovier Union and friendly 1o the
| reaciionary forees of the old Polish regime, who are now stimae
fating the wrovistic attacks upon the Jews i Poland and
upon Poland’s demoortic forces geneyally. This s i suls
stance, the posidon of the Foreard-Dubinsky leadership of
the Jewish Labor Committee, a position ysked by intensive
mancavering and false pretensions which we must expose by
the energetic development ol the ant-fascise unity policy

among the suppoviers snd atiliates of the Jowish Labor Cormn

nittiee. ' '

The hght against this position of the fewsh renctionaries i
pait of the gencral hght agamst the warmongers and reac
donarics. Hence, the work of relieh and rehabilitation in

s ‘Pu];‘u‘xd.. :n?d i the f)t"i'tf:'t* Jewish communities in the liberated
? countries is of crucial importance,

Finally, and ot o diffcrent nanne, is the work of growing
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numbers of American Jews awd other progressive forces for
the building of Birobidjan. A broad movement is growing
which is contributing much toward strengthening the ties of
collaboration between the American and Soviet Jews. This
support o Birobidjan draws insptration from the outlawing
of anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union, the complete equality
and fraternal collaboration of all nationalitics in that land,
and the development of Bivobidjan as a Jewish Autonomous
Region. This progressive movement in the life ot the Ameri-
can Jews must be actively supported.

8. The straggles in Palestine are having many repereussions
in American Jewish lile. They are taking place in the midst of
developing liberation currents in the Arabian Middle East, a
growing trade union movement among the Arab workers, pro-
gressive developments in the Jewish trade unions, growing
solidarity between the Arab and Jewish workers and growing
opposition among the democratic Jewish forces in Palestine
to the official Zionist Biltmore program for a Jewish Common-
wealth in Palestine. Farthermore, the struggles in Palestine
are taking place at a time wheu British imperialism 1s building
an anti-Soviet bloc in that region. as well as major military
bases. and when American imperialism is aggressively expand-
ing its penetration in the Middle East, while the p estige ol
the Soviet Union and its anti-imperialist and peace policics
are vising. As a result of these developments, the Palestine
strugeles ave having the following main effects upon the
American  Jewish masses:

a) In the Zionist movement of the Unifed Siuates, the main
Jeadership has passed into the hands of the most reactionary
clements, headed by Rabbi Sitver. These are also, in many
cases, part of the conservative and reactionary forees in general
American political life, the forces represented by "Talt, Hoover,
Hearst, ere. At the same thime, the growing realization in Zion-
ist circles that the Zionist program-the Bilumore progran of
tirning Palestine into a Jewish state or Commonwealth—is in
deep crisis, is stimulating the development in the American
Zionist movement of progressive and democratic tendencies
desirous of working for Arab-Jewish collaboration and for
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. pner s 4 ot il )l _)"Cs (J{ l;,h_;,'. ‘5-()\,‘“?
support to the peacd and anti-lascist polic et

Union. . ' L

by Among the wider masses ol _x\n'fc.rlc.un JL;‘WS;‘.(.H,)l.‘nt.\ifl‘l.)“l.L
enced as well as non-Zionist, the crisis in .th(': l)xl.tm(m: Com-
monwealth program gives vise Lo tendencies, ‘\v.hu:.lt\x.xmst b@:
helped to lind adequate expression, “low;m:l ;t_uru@d (1(31‘1}4,,.
cratic and anti-imperialist position of the jc:wn.sh ]‘)c-:fi)plc: for
the support of the Palestine .Yxshuv, l:m..}ed on '.’U\;ws:ll—..-'}r;l.l)
collaboration tor a lree and independent P}zlc‘:st.u‘l(:. This i
accompanied by growing (ilisil.llxa.i(:;y‘\_nw.'nta'n;xt in the .s.«'»c;‘xl]c;'(:l
(riendship of British imperialism. “The 1.lluyons '\St'l'H.L-,l'_l s‘t:d.l.
persist in the so-called triendship of Amevican maperiadism
must be systematically exposed and dissipated.

9. The reactionary Social-Demoerats- the Foraard-Dubinsky
leadership of the Jewish Labor Committee—are developing

very intense activities, They wre spearheading among r_'h(-.j "[e‘w.
ish masses the imperialist war incitements against rhe Soviet
Union and are allied with the camp of “get-tough-with-Russia™
reactionarics, with Denikin, Bor and Chiwchill, They ave also
working for the restoration of the Second International; and
ar the same time they continue without letup o siroggle
against Jabor unity in America and against the World Fed-
eration ol Trade Unions. Through numerous agents and emis-
sarics, the dominant leadevship ol the Jewish Labor Cow-
mittee is carvying on these reactionavy activitics, not only in
the United States, but in many Furopean countries  (r.g.,
France), as well as in Latin Americi. On the question of
Poland, the Forward leadership ol the Jewish Labor Com-
ittee is maneuvering, due to pressure from below and some
utternal divisions, pretending to accepr the new regime in
Poland, while orienting its main political work on a struggle
against the new Poland. Tt will therelore be necessary 1o un-
told a broad campaign tor uneed action ot Wl Jewish workers,
vade unionists, and other democratic forces, with special con-
centration among the supporters and afliliates of the Jewish
Labor Committee, in support of the new Poland, for the
building of the new Jewish community in Poland, for com-
batting the reactionary forces in the United States which
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Polund, and for a policy of

stimulate  fascist reaction i . |
i \ toward the new

friendship by the American  government
Poland and its democratic government. .
On the qucrsri(:m ol Palestine, th_(- reactionary .‘mcml- l._)'cm<.)~
cratic leaders (I*‘m'uru.-r(l!].l)ul.'m'lsk_y—l_{ogo(l) are mancuvering o
hide the fact that their line constitutes treachery to the Jewish
people and to the ]”:llqsl'i,x)(‘ Yishuv. | .l‘}c 1’();)"{L’{1-‘7. d Vu.fnll_)].l})cl(“_])'
supports the imperialist and w;n‘mukmg.polnucs ol cwn
and Churchill, the policies that ave ,rcsp()m:xl;>le for the British
imperialist terror and oppression in Palestine and the I.urxtg’ful
schemes of partition rejected by most Arabs and Jews m.'I. al-
estine. However, it is tying to obscure this lact by x_l"nld.!y
remonstrating with Bevin for the “mistakes” of _!}15 tactics 1n
repard to the Jewish community in Palestine. tl he -I'orwc.n'd
proup particularly supports the policies ol American nnper.:;.n]—
ism and its orientation upon an Anglo-American bloc-agamst
the Soviet Union, the colonial peoples (including the Jewish
and Arab communities in Palestine), and the new democracies
in Europe. This duplicity and treachery ol the Forward-
Dubinsky group is alienating lrom it growing numbers of its
present supporters and creating strains and divisions within
the group. Thus new and more {avorable conditions are aris-
ing 1or united anti-imperialist, anti-fascist actions with work-
ers and groups under Social-Democratic leadership, i the

struggle tor labor unity and for people’s anti-lascist untity.
The reactionary Social Democratic leaders are also very
active in the Jewish field. Their main aim is to distupt the
unity of the democratic forces among the Jewish masses.
They espedially strive to end the collaboration of the Ameri-
can Jewish Labor Gouncil and the Jewish People's Fraternal
(.’I‘t»lc'l': of the I. W. O. with the other democratic forces of the
-"'\'"-(’--'l‘lf_‘i_‘m Jewish Congress and the American Jewish Confer-
':'«‘HC_"L‘.. 1‘11.(:5(:. (li$|‘x.|])lzivc- activities receive the éuppm't of the
,l:\ll‘l:“l({l;l:;;";::)u:)‘:%m’:o’:':‘gtOl‘all( Al(m lh( one .hzrn}d., and the
for the beri 1"‘h o .ﬂ.llunc? mjs. on the other. This accounts
e periodic get-together of these elements for common
;;i::{:; (1{1((‘1H:’1]n:1;:b(;:), :Ci(.)x').]p‘]iu:ee, ;\1}'\01‘1’(1211? | _]ewi-sh Com-
' et s, from the Zionist movement) as
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against the unity movements of the d(’flii.l(")(;r:.l.i'.ic elm‘n_.c:r.lzs"in
Jewish lite. However, on this issue of Jewish 'dcmocr;'xw: unity
the Party has made substantial advances against the reaction-
ary Social-Democratic lea(’lm_"s d.rivmg them o I.)(»,Lt.lot'xs_ ol
partial isolation [rom the Jewish masses on many practical
questions. N o

In this Gicld, in addition to remnauts of Browderisim, our
main difliculty has been our wc:;zknﬁza:s 1 l'%cr!p'n'lg t.o. OVErCome
the continued inadequate participaiion of progressive Jewish
trade unionists in the hght for the Jewish people’s interests
and Jewish democratic l{hit.y. This \fvci:'zkmtzw 15 being slowly
overcome by the development of -the American Jewish Labor
Council as an active and leading body of the American Jewish
masses. This will help greatly to advance the J‘:u':;sir,ions ol the
progressive Lorces in the ttade union movemncrt,

The internal political oricntation ol the yeactionmy Social-
Democrats Is uporn the cmergence of an anti-Soviet combina-
rion, if need be through a reactionary third puriy, capable of
decisively influencing the policics of the Truman Administra-
ton or ol facilitating the coming into power ol a government
that will be so influenced. Some of the political objectives of
this Social-Democratic group ave being tulfilled m pavt by
the reactionary bipartsan coalition in Congress, but the
openly anu-labor (haracter of this coalition makes 1t 1mpos-
sible tor the reactionary Sodal-Democrats to collaborate with
it openly. Hence, then air s 1o bring about a somewhat dif-
lerent combination in which the reactionary trade union
bureaucracy and Social-Derocrats will play a decisive part.
Hence, it is necessary to expose the reactionary, divisive, and
imperialist character of the so-called “third party” maneuvers
of the reactionarvy Social-Dewocratic leaders, popularizing
among the masses, and winning their support for the develop-
ing labor-democratic coalition of all progressive, anti-fascist,
anti-imperialist forces, and tor the eventual organizittion ot a
people’s anti-monopoly party.

The struggle to isolate and defeat the reactionary Jewish
Social-Democrats is the major task in the struggle for the unity
of the Jewish workers and the anti-fascist unity of the Jewish
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people. In this struggle we must aim to win the Sodal-Dcnm»
cratic workers and the masses under the domination of re-
actionary Social-Democratic leaders to united actions on 2
broad anti-fascist program of working-class unity, scck‘n'tg
joint action with all elements and groups who favor working-
class, anti-fascist, anti-imperialist. and anti-war unity. _
 10. In the strugele for the anti-fascist unity of the dernooritic
forces of the American Jewish muasses, the folowing are the
immediate practical tasks of Jewish fabor and of its vanguard,
the Jewish Conmmunists:

a) The labor, democratic, and progressive forces in the
American Jewish Congress (the Amcerican Jewish Labor Coun-
cil, the Jewish People’s Fraternal Ovder of the LW.O., c tain
forces in the Zionist movement, in the Landsmanshaften, cte.)
must. be supported in their struggle lor proguressive policies of
anti-fascist Jewish unity in the American Jewish Congress. Sup-
port must be given to their struggle for active participation in
the fight of the American Jewish masses against the warmongers
and for peace, against anti-Semitism and discrimination, for
full equality of the Jewish people, and in alliance with the
Negro people, in alliance and in accord with the main progres-
sive policies of the developing labor-democratic coalition of the
American people, with Jewish labor effectively represented in
the leadership of the American Jewish Congress.

by The democratic forces in the American Jewish Congress
must be supported in their struggle for democratic and anti-
fascist policies in the World Jewish Congress, in which the
democratic forces in Jewish life, especially labor, should be
adequately and effectively represented. The democratic forces
in the World Jewish Congress must work consistently for the
building of Jewish life in the liberated countries of Europe
in-accord with the unity programs of the Jewish communities
themselves. They must support the national rights of the Jew-
ish Yishuv in Palestine on the basis of Jewish-Arab collabora-
tion for an independent Palestine, and resist all tendencies
to subordinate the World Jewish Congress to the party policies
and interests of the Zionist movement. Collaboration between
the World Jewish Congress and the Soviet Jews for the demo-
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cratic and angi-fascist objectives ol the Jewish woenle is ap

le condition for success. ' |

¢) A similar policy must be snppprtccl ~m f'h“_"'\"““"‘“‘”""{5”1 Jew-
ish Conference of active sn'ugglir for the rights wrid mierests
of the Jewish people mn (‘.hc;* U. S. as well as (.)[ t}z in 0111@‘
countries. To justify its existence, .r,he Confmem"e s .I)Cg}n
to function as a progressive factor in American Jowish life, in
“the American scene.”” At the same time, we must SIpport the
orientation that the progressive forces in the _f‘.mlu‘_:x lean ]gwish
Congress have greater capacities a.nfl .0}')_[.)<)1't111.1xtu‘:s th 4 in the
Conference to help develop the actinities fgrf the American Jew-
ish masses on a democratic i'lnl"i‘[ﬂ‘SCi‘\l. unity progran.

d) We must continue to work fo ahf-' climinavon of all
Browder revisionist tendencics to subordimate rhe workers (o
the bourgeoisic. Hence, we must actively promote f'hi“blrugglc
for the labor-democratic coalition. headed by the waorking class,
to check and delear the reactionary imperialist offensive of the
monopolies, and systematically build the vanguard vole of the

idispensab

Communist Party.

¢) We must actively support the upbuilding of the Amerjcan
Jewish Labor Council both as a force capable of effectively
Q,:ha_]]cnging the reactionary Forward-Dubinsky group which
dominates the Jewish Labor Commitiee, and as a Teading factor
in the American Jewish Congress. We must actively suppore the
independent activities and influence of the Joewish People's
Fraternal Order of the LW.Oand help w develop s leading
position in the Amercan Jewish Congress. A basic phase ol
Uus work 1s the development of the democratic unity poooiam
among the Jewish people organized in the Landsmuanshalien,

Full and active support must be givernt to the work of the
Jewish Counail (onnerly of Russian Reliel) in ive new forms
of activity ol cultural relations and rehabilitauon, 1o the Com-
mittee tor Birobidjan, to the Committee of Jewish Writers
and Arusts, to the Jewish Cultural Alliance (Icuf), o the
Musical Varband, and to the Progressive Commiitee ol the
Workmen's Cirdle.

fy A broad ideological and political campaign wmust be car-
ried on against all reactionary torces in Jewish life. concentrat-

48




ing upon the reacticnary Social-Denwocrats and the reactionary
forces in thie Zionizt and bourgeois-asshmilationist movements.
In this way we st prowote the anti-fascist unity of labor and

all other (:l('nu'u"r.u'r

forees amnng the Joewish people, and at the
same time popularize the Moarxist teachings in all fields,
sarticularly on the question of narienal and colonial liberation.

g) We must particularly support the policy of collaboratiow
and alliance of rthe \mm ican Jewish raasses with the Negro
poop]e as well as with labor. the progressive forces of all
nationality groups, and the progressive camp in general of the
American people. The Negro p(nph are especially qualified
for the role of vanguard fichter and most dependuble ally in
the snqu}c against all forms of narional, religious and radial
oppression and discvimination, and for equal rights. This is so
because the Negro people are faced with the task of national
liberation in the South, as well as the task of sccuring clement
ary ind tundamental equal rights in the country as a whole.
Hence, we must systematically build the alliance between the
Jewish masses and the Negro people, as an organic part of the
labor-democratic coalition ol the American people. and we
must expose and combat all forms and expressions of white
chauvinism among Jews.

The winning of the Jewish war veterans {or the demeo-
cratic and anti-fascist struggles and lor membership in the
Communist Party is now a major task.  We must note a
heightened sensitivity among the war veterans to the dangers
of anu-Semitism and an intense determination to fight as
American Jews together with all war veterans for full equality.
We must also take note of bourgeois-assimilationist tendencies
among certain groups of progressive ]cwxsh war veterans which
threaten to isolate them from the main democaratic forces of
the American Jews. This must theretore be counteracted by
drawing these war veterans into active struggle against dis-
crimination and anti-Semitism and for Jewish rights. We must
draw all the practical conclusions from the fact that the return-
ing war veterans are becoming an important factor in the pro-
gressive movements ol the Amﬂ 1can Jews.

12. In the struggle for our policies among the American
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Jewish people, we must _syster‘natical]y combat the inlll.xence
of Jewish bourgeois nationalism apd Jewish bourgeois as.
similationism. The fact that these 11}(1!1011(?(:5 hil‘\'() not been
adequately combatted, especially during the period of Brow.
der revisionism, is now making it necessary to struggle againsy
the danger of deviations toward. the ideology f”~ bourgceois
nationalism as expressed in Zionism and _Bundlsm. Both of
these, while differing sharply on the question of a Jewish
state in Palestine, are based upon the reactionary-utopian con-
ception of a Jewish world-nation, with the consequent ten.
dencies toward national chauvinism and scparatisni. Sunilarly,
we must combat the danger of deviations towurd bowrgeois
assimilationism (Council for Judaism and Amcrican Jewish
Committee) which reflects the pressures of the Anglo Saxon
race suprcx;mcy theories of American imperialism. The fieht
against the danger of these deviations is also a light ugains
revisionism and Social-Democrauism, which have a close affinity
to both bourgeois nationalism and assimilationisin. Only in
this ideological struggle will we build the Party and its in.
fluence among the American Jewish masses.

1y, Party Commissions on Jewish work shall be established
in all States with Large Jewish populations, and i National
Commission on Jewish work shall also be established. These
Commissions shall guide the work of the Communists in the
Jewish field, under the supervision and control of the general
leading organs ol the Party. 'These Commissions shall regulnly
formulatc plans of activity for integrating the systematic build-
ing ol the Party among the Jewish masses (recruiting, proess,
cducation, etc)) into every phase of our mass activities and
political campaigns, and {or the development of mass activities
in the Jewish field in the name of the Party,

r. Communists shall render active support to the Morning
Fretheit, the Jewish anti-fascist and Jabor daily paper. We will
support the Morning Freiheit Association, in accord with its
program, as a non-Party anti-fascist Jewish organization, carry-
ing on iis work among both the Yiddish and English-speaking
Jewish masses, for the development of the Moraing Freiheit
as a unifying political center of the more consistent Jewish anti-
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fascist movements, with a broad, mass, sustaining, individual
membership and a committee form of organization.

Il. Palestine Zionism, the Jewish Yishuv, and Our
Special Tasks

1. Communist participation in the struggle for anti-fascist
Jewish unity, against anti-Semitism, for the democratic rights
of the Jewish people, for relict and the building of Jewish life
in the liberated countrics, in support of the national vights
of the Jewish community in Palestine, and for the building of
Birobidjan, has been and continues to be of major importance
{or the defense of the vital interests of the Jewish masses and
for the promotion of the anti-fascist struggles of the whole of
the American people. ‘The achicvements in these ficlds have
greatly advanced our positions and influence. However, in the
course of these struggles a number of serious errors have been
committed which militated against the firmer consolidution
of the ideological positions of the working class and of the
Communist movement.

2. These errors came o particular expression on the follow-
ing points. While correctly supporting the cqual rights ol the
Jewish community in Palestine to a [ree national development,
we {ailed to base this support, especially in our practical mass
work, upon the joint Jewish-Arab anti-imperialist struggle for
an independent and democratic Palestine which would sceure
and protect the equal national rights of both the Jewish people
and the Arab people. We failed to draw all the necessary con-
clusions from the fact that the fivst and basic problem of
Palestine is the liberation of that country from British im-
perialist domination, for this is the primary condition for the
realization of the national rights ol the Arabs and Jews and
the free national development of the two peoples of Palestine,
Conscquently, our fight in support of the national rights of
the Jewish community in Palestine became one-sided and
distorted, as is particularly evident in the wrong way in which
we fought for the abrogation of the “White Paper” and for
Jewish immigration into Palestine.

3. It was correct and nccessary to support the demand for the
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abrogation of the “"White Paper™ and for the right of Jews to
mnmigrate to and settle in Palestine, but 1t was incorrect to
separate these demands, in practice, from the basic and funda-
mental demand for the independence of Palestine. Tt was in-
corrcct to place the right of Jewish immigration into Palestine
on any other basis than as part ol the task of general collabora-
uon and agreement of Arabs and Jews for common struggle
against imperialism and for the independence of Palestine.

4. A similar onessidedness and distortion characterized our
use of the slogan calling for “A Jewish National Homcland
in Palestine.” This old, widespread, and popular stogan ainong
the Jewish people has been appropriated by the Zionist move
ment for the proniotion of its political ahn of turning Palestine
into a4 Jewish state—or Commonwenlth, as formulated by the
so-called Bilumore program-nd for thie spread of its hourgeois-
nationalist ideology based upon the proposiiion that a Jewish
state in Palestine would be the national homeland of the Jews
o all countries. We must totadly 1eject and systematically con-
bat this Zionist use of the slogun ol A Jewish National Howe
fand in Palestine.” Fhe Marxist position on the national ques
tion. which is the ost consistently democratic position, insisis
upon the equality of nations. It rejects all solutions which
subordinate the interests and rights of one nation to those of
another, such as the Bilunore program for Jewish State o
Commonwealth, which would subordinate the nadional rights
and intevests of the Avab people in Palestine 1o those of the
Jewish people. Equally, the Marxist position rejects the solu-
tons preposed by the reaciionary Avab nationalists, who would
subordinate w themselves and sacrifice for their own bencfit
the pational rights and interests of the Jewish people.

Lhe Marsist position on the question ol a Jewish National
Homeland in Palestine is:

a) That only an independent Palestine will areate the condi-
tions for the free, national development of the Jewish Yishuy,
which will thus realize its equal national rights side by side
with the Arab prople whose {ree national development in a
united Palestine will be assured by the guarantee of the
cquality of its national rights;
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b) That this calls lor Arab-Jewish struggle against all schemes
for the partitioning of Palestine, since partition would make
impossible any free national development of the Jews and
Arabs in Palestine, for it would transform the split-up portions
of the country into mere military reservations of British, Amer-
ican, or Anglo-American imperialism;

¢) That this also calls Tor a united Jewish-Arvab siruggle
against all reactionary and imperialist schemes of [ake inde-
pcn(lcnc(- as. perpetrated, for example, by Britsh imperialisim
in ‘rans-Jordan:

) That the realization of the national vights ol the Jewish
\jlshuv will create a national homeland for the Jews i Pales
{me. 1t will not be the national homeland Lor the Jewish peo-
plc.of other conntries, whose rights, well-heing, and forms ol
mational existence will be realized and developed in cach ol
fhcsc countries in accord with the concrete conditions prevatl-
mg i cach and on the basis ot the common struggles ol their
peoples for the uprooting ol tascisim and anu-Scmitism, for
d('nm('r:uty, lor peace, Tor cqual rvights. and for general social
progross;

¢) That the nal complete and permancent solution of the
Jewish question will be attained only under Socialism on the
basis ol the principles formulated by Lenin and Stalin and
an (l('\('lu]ml in the Soviet Union's solution of the national
tquestion,

In our own usc ol the slogan of A Jewish National Home-
Lind in Palestine,” though we correctly coupled it with the
demand for a free and democratic Palestine, we did not, with
suflicient clarity and consisteacy, differentiate our conception
ol the slogan from that of the Zionist movewment, thus weaken-

ing our cntire position. _ ' .

5. In the struggle for the rights ol Jews to immigrae to and
settle in Palestine, we have insufliciently _rcsxste.d the l}:mnful
ain Zionist groups and ol certain Ieading c.lc-
Distribution Commnittee. ‘These people aim
the only place of imnngral'mn'lor "f:Wlsh
the hands of the British impcrialists
agonisnis between the Jews and

activities of cert
ments of the Joim
1o make Palestine .
refugees. T'his plays into the
in their game of promotng .mrl‘4
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Arabs and of preventing their collaboration in Palestine.

The report of the Anglo-American Commiission is basxc:ally
an effort to establish an understanding for Anglo-American
imperialist collaboration in Palestine at the cxpense of both
Arabs and Jews, excluding the United Nations fron.n that
part of the world, and aiming to strengthen imperialist op-
pression in Palestine and in the whole of the Middle East. It
has aggravated the question of Jewish immigration into Pales-
tine instead of helping to solve it. The recommendation for
the admission of 100,000 Jewish refugees into Palestine is be-
ing used by both the British and the American governments
to intensify Arab-Jewish antagonisms and to try to strengthen
their respective rival positions there—Britain with the Arab
League and America with the Zionist movement- cach im-
perialist power seeking at the same time the support and col-
laboration of both Jewish and Arab reactionarics.

‘The fate of the Jewish refugees in the camps in Germany and
clsewhere is of deep concern to the Jewish people and 1o the
democratic forces of all peoples. It is therefore necessary to -
tensify the fight for the demand that the United Nations
assume respounsibility at once for these refugees, that it seck
to sccure the widest opportunities for the immigration of
these refugees into the countries of the United Nations, and
that it provide all the means necessary for this. We must
especially demand broader opportunities for the Jewish retu-
gees 1o enter and settle in the United States,

We favor the right of Jews to immigrate 1o and settde in
Palestine, on the basis of Arab-Jewish agrecement {or the
realization of this right under joint Arab-Jewish control. We
wust make it clear, at the same time, that the salvation of the
Europcan Jews does not lie in their so-called “Exodus” from
Furope, as advocated by Zionists, but on the road of the demo-
cratic struggle of the people headed by labor, for the uproot-
ing of fascism, anti-Scmitism, and reaction, for the develop-
ment and consolidation of the new democracies of Europe.

6. These crrors result primarily from insufficient alertness
to the pressure of Zionist and other bourgeois-nationalist cuy-
rents and from insufficient resistance to these Pressures. I i,
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therefore, necessary to correct our policies and cspecially their
exccution. We must win the Jewish toiling masses, first of all
the workers, to the Marxist position on the Jewish question as
on all others, and to do so in the very process of struggle for
labor unity and for the democratic unity of the people against
fascism, reaction, and anti-Semitism.

7. Summing up our position on Palestine we must say:

a) The basic task there is joint Jewish-Arab struggle to end
British or Anglo-American imperialist rule and military occu-
pation and to establish an independent and democratic Pales-
tine state of Jews and Arabs, guarantecing alike the interests
and rights of both nationalities:

b) Only in an independent and democratic Palestine will
the Jewish Yishuv, the same as the Arab people, be able to
realize 1s vight 10 a national existence, and o develop as a
Jewish national homeland for (he Jewish people ol Palestine
on the hasis of sclf-government;

¢ A major task in the strugele for the independence of
Palestine is the joint Arab-Jewish fight, supported by all pro-
gressive and anti-imperialist forces, against the British and
Anglo-American  imperialist schemes for the  partition of
Palestine or for some fraudulent “independence’” mancuver
similar to the ane in Frans-Jordan, based upon the collabora-
tion with imperialism of (he Jewish and Aral reactionary
lorces;

d) The right of Jews to immigrate aud scttle in Palestine
will be realized only in agreement between Jews and Ar.jlbs
for the common struggle for an independent and free Palestine
of Arabs and Jews; and o .
¢) All progressive and labor forces in ]'cwmh life must 1)mn.c
for joint struggle for the above people’s program for Pales-

action for non-Zionists, as well as for the

tine—-a program of :
as is demon-

democratic elements in the Zionist movement,

strated in the Jewish Yishuv itself.. -
8. To mect the immediate practical problems of lh.c Pales-
line situation we urge support _for the program of action :mb-
mitted by the Morning P_’re‘xhen Association to thc.f.\mcrlcan
Jewish Conference, containing the following propositions:
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I. That the American Jewish Conference shall appeal at
once to President Truman and to the Secretary General of the
United Nations, asking them to recommend to the Security
Council of the bxmui Nations (a) thar the United E\"mons
assume immediately full responsibility for the fate and main-
tenance of the 100,000 Jewish refugees in German camps, and
to intervene with the couniries of the United Nations that they
open their doors to the immigration and settlement of Hm
Jewish refugees and to pr ovide for that the necess: WY means;
(b) that Britain shall transfer Palestine at once to the trustée
ship of the Big Three in the United Nations for the pmpusc ol
setting up Palestine as an independent and democratic State
of Arabs und Jews that will guarantee the vqual national
vights ol both ptupks. and () z}mL the United Nations shall
recormmend to Great Brivan the innediate \nlh(h(n\‘xi of all
British armed forces from Palestine.

I Thae the American Jewish Conlerence shall organize
and send a delegation to President Truman {or the pmprm
ab achioving the widest apporiuniiies for the cmmnu and
settlemoent of Jewish vefugees in rhe Linited States,

111 That the American Jewish Conference shall issue un 4;»
peal 1o the Jewish Agency in Palestine asking that the X"Cn(s
open ai once negotiations with the spokesmen of labor and
other demoaratic Torces of the Arab people in Palestine. These
wegotiations should seek an agreement oy jomme Arab- I:w%sh
«nnmrh for ithe independence of Palestine and for the pur-
pnsc of ves wching an agrecment in favor of Jowissh immigrae
fion into P xhsim( andes joint Arvab-Jewish conrad.

1V, Thae the American Jewish Conlerence shall undertake
1o rally the md,c t united actions of the American Jews, in
collaboration witl l“pms-rmsnc forces of the whole Ameri-

can people, especially with libor and lhc '\‘(‘rn"u pcnplc i sup-
port of llw torcgoing pr opunls LT :

. nmuum nduoxmhst pn\,m( & ha\-'_g colo
other phases of our work in the democ :
of the American Jews—in the American: 55
the American Jewish Conlerence. eic II(!(" ‘-,_x.«cfdc',] P"“
marily with insuflictent resistance to Zionist - mfiuul ,
many instances of failures to present our mdcpcndcnt pmmon
and insufficient struggle for the Marxist positions-and: ul :
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especially. for the leading role of the Jewish workers in the
_ Jewish people’'s movements. .

10, ‘Furthermore, we have not combatted effectively the pres-
sures of bourgeois assimilationism, which are a veflection of
(:hc:.Anglo-Sax(m race supremacy “theories” of American im-
perialism. These assimilationist pressures continually hamper
the Party's Jewish work. They feed nationalist tendencics
a5 an exireme and false reaction to assimilationism, and are
responm!ﬂc in large measure for the fact that basic sections of
progressive: Jewish trade unionists either do not participate
at all in the struggle of the progressive Jewish people’s move-
ments or, when they do, participate under the leadership ol
l,_'.u:)‘m'gmns nationalists. In either case, this tends to leave the
lwld. to the reactionary Social-Democrats of the Forward-
D%lhx,nsky group which dominates the Jewish Labor Gom-
miftee, .

‘. Browder vevisionism, including the lalse theory that
unt.x-_Sc:xtnitism in the United States is merely and exclusively
an importation from countries under fascist rule, tended
natwrally to [acilitate the growth of both tendencies. Paving
the way for the ideological “subjcct,ion of the masses to A.«f-\.men%-
can imperialism, revisionism opened the road 1o all bourgeois
ldc"()k-)gical influences, to bowrgeois nationalism and |)()I.ll":é'(f()ih
assimilationisnn,  Fence, ‘a determined fight must be made to
free our work of all remnants ol Browder revisionisin and to

overcome both bourgeois tendencies.

. The Character of Our Work in the
Jewish Nationality Group

1. The Party does not consider Communist work among the
[g‘WiSh masses of America “language work’ In a narrow sense,
since our work has to be carried on not only in Yiddish but
acts are, first, that important parts ol the
ctions of Jew-
and give it
and,

also in English. The |
Jewish nationality group, particularly large s¢
ish workers, consider Yiddish their motheyr tongue
itical and cultural intercourse;

aking Jews play an io-
J

a4 primary position in pol
second, the native-born, English-spe
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creasingly larger role—in some places the leading role—in the
life and struggles of the Jewish nationality group.

2. Henee, the Party views Communist work in the Jewish
nationality group as the Marxist answer to the special needs,
problems, and interests of the toiling masses and progressive
movements of the Jewish nationality group. The Party states
that therc 1s a Marxist, a Communist, answer to the special
nceds and problems of the nationality group, and that we
must combat the efforts of the bourgeoisic and Social Demo-
crats to establish a monopoly in the life of the Jewish national-
ity group. This places great responsibility upon Jewish Com:
munists and the Party as a whole to strengthen our work and
tics with the Jewish masses. Communists and their progressive
allies can and must become the recognized leaders of the
masses—-workers, farmers, professionals. small businessiien
in the nationality group.

3. 1t has become evident that the Jewish nationality group.
as is true of other American nationality groups, possesses a rela-
tve stability and inmer viality which requires that the Con
munist Pavty supply Marxist leadership o its necds and prob-
lems as a nationality group. ‘This is in no contradiction 1o the
Leninist principle of the organizational and political unity ol
the working class. “This principle is directly embodied in 1he
vanguard Party of the working class—the Communist Purty
and also 1o a degree in other progressive political organiza-
tions of labor and in the trade unions, Hence, we cannot have
separate national group Communist organizations or trade
unions. But mass organizations ol a fraternal, cultural, or
vehict character, organizations called into existence 1o nieet spe-
cial needs and problems of a nationality group, can function
most cflectively and properly when organized as nationality
groups in character, ('mnposili.on., and lcndcn:slnip, joined in
many instances with _mlfcr smul;u*l)_' 'org;nnzcd nationality
groups. In such organizations the political and or_ganil,ational
unity of the American working class can be achieved and is
being achieved by the work of its vangu?rd, the .Communisgs.

4. Experience has demonstrated that Communist leadership

in the life of the masses of the Jewish nationality group makes
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possible the development of Marxist answers to the problems
of achieving complcte integration with general American life,
as against the answers supplicd to these problems by bourgeois
nationalists, bourgcois assimilationists, and Social-Democrats.
‘The Marxist answer to the problems of integration is based
on the objective fact that the Jewish nationality group, like
other nationality groups in the United States, is a progressive
lactor in the democratic development of the American nation.
The growth along progressive lines of the nationality group is
proving to be a necessary stage toward the voluntary and com-
plete integration of all the component clements of the Ameri-
can mation. Many [actors have combined to develop the na-
tionality group in America as a progressive stage in the growth
ol the American nation. "T'hese factors ave: the history of ow
country: its cconomie and political structure; the origin ol ow
people from many nations and caltural swrains; the historical
process of resistance 1o the rigid attitudes ol the Anglo-Saxon
f'uling classes 1o keep the masses of other national Origins
in-a position ol general inferiority--cconomic, political. social
-and to hold them in ideological and caliural subjection by
nianilold pressures of forced assimilation falsely called Ameri-
anization: and mareasing political and cultaral intercourse
between the American nusses and the democratic lorces ol
the countries and nations of their origin. It will bhe necessary
for Marxists to carry through a thorough study ol the conorete
process ol growth of the nationality groups and the perspectives
of their further development.

5. Jewish bourgeois nationalism sccks to perpetuate a na-
tional Jewish identity around Zionism and a Jewish staic in
Palestine, while accepting forced and mechanical assmnlat'mn
of Amcrican Jews in all respects except religion.  As agiunst
this, Communists must lead the American Jewish masscs to
the building of a progressive Jewish nationality group lilc—
cultural, social, and in relations with Jews of ot.hcr countrics,
especially with the Jews of Birobidjan and with the S()Vf(‘l
Jews in gencral. In doing so, we must combat all tendencies
to separatism and isolation, fighting for the f]ul! equalu);io.f th;;
Jewish masses to become frec]yr’:nd completely integrated in a



phases of general American lile and o participate z\uiwly.in
the building of the American nation, thus bringing the Jewish
masses ever closer to the labor movement and 1o the Conunu-
nist Party. This demands that Party organizations carry on
systematic work in their own naine among the Jewish masses,

6. Jewish bourgeois assimilationism, which has also had its
influence within the ranks of the Party, secks to impose upon
the Jewish masses the imperialist ideology of Anglo-Saxon
race “superiority.” e opposes not only Zionisni, but the huild-
ing of a progressive Jewish life altogether. and sceks to reduce
the Jewish nationality group to a religious comnunity, As
against this, the Communists must fight tor complete and
cllective equality of all nationality groups as the list pre
requisite for their frec and full egration into getieral Ameri
can life. The Communists must exposce the reactionary and.im-
perialist characier ol forced bourgeois assimilationism and
fight for the right ol the natonality groups ro develop a pro-
gressive nationality group life as the only democrati road
to the historic goal of integration into genceral American life.
We must consistently expose and combat the veactionary fow
ish Social-Democrats, not only as agents of American impe-
rialism in the labor movement, but also as the divect allies of
the  Jewish bourgeols assimilationists and  reactionury  ni
tionalists: not only as the betravers of the interests of the work-
ing class and of the American people as a4 whole. but also
as the berrayers ol the Jewish people.

7. The struggle for a progressive, antiascist und people's
mass calture is one of the basic elements of 1he struggle neains
hourgeois nationalism and assimilationisin in the Anerican
Jewish nationality group. By establishing and developing close
cultural relations Letween the American and Soviet Jews, the
later being the 1(::\.(1(:1‘5 in tl}c field of Jewish culture, it will
be possible to enrich American Jewish culiural life with a
pmgr(:ss’ivc and mnsxs'tcnlly anti-fascist content, This will
stimulate the growth in the United States of » progressive
Amecerican Jewish (tullul:c. 1‘cﬂcc.ling the aspirations of thc work.
ing class and its historic, Ieading role in the liberation move.

N LN ,
ments of the people. We musﬁl carry on the struggle for such
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a culture in order to combat the efforts of bourgeois nation-
alism to confine Jewish cultural life in Amecrica to the enjoy-
ment of the products of Palestinian Hebrew culture by the
wealthy and educated groups, as well as to combat the efforts
ol bourgcois assimilationism to cut the American Jews off alto-
gether from a progressive mass Jewish cultural life and to
attach to the so-called superior Anglo-Saxon culture the more
educated and wealthy groups among the American Jews. Both
bourgeois positions--nationalist and assimilationist—would re-
serve culture 1o scleet groups of upper class circles. Commu-
nists must fight for the cultural activity of the masses, for a
pCOplf}'s culture, for a progressive Jewish mass culture in the
American Jewish nationality group, just as we fight for a pro-
gresstve mass culture of the American people as a whole. 'The
democratic forces of the American Jewish nationality group
h_:lvc the historic 1ask of promoting and building the progres-
stye f:u]tur(- of the Jewish people and to help build the pro-
gressive culture of the American nation. In this connection,
we qsp(-(:ial]y cmphasize the need in New York City ol sup-
porung the strengthening of the bilingual School for Jewish
Studies.

i'f. The question of language in the Jewish nationality group,
as in the others, has (o be settled on this basis. American Jews
use cither English or Yiddish. Considerable numbers arc bi-
lingual. Tlence, our work has (o be carried on in these two
languages, and Communist actives and leaders in the Jewish
national group must aim to be able to use both languages.
period, we must especially concentrate on
long standing ncglect of Jewish work .in .th
English language. We must raise it to the level of 'cruc.ml im-
portance, without in any way weakening our work in Yiddish,
and develop the closest and organic collaboration between

In the coming
overcoming the

the activities conducted in both languages in the onc ficld lof
t to the

Jewish work. We strongly urge the most active suppor :

new anti-fascist monthly magazine, ]ewts!z .Lz/(.’, published 1n.

English by the Morning Freciheit Association. At the sz(llm.c

time, we must cnergetically combat the tcndcnc?r to lllAT‘ C;

estimate the work in English, zs well as the tendency to belittle
1
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