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F O R  R W O R D  

For three decades Georgi Dimitrov, a talented disciple and 
follower of Vladimir llyich Lenin, was one of the standard-bearers 
of his victorious revolutionary teaching, which changed and conti
nues to change the destinies of the nations and the course of history. 

Georgi Dimitrov u n d e r s t o o d  the transforming power of Lenin s 
ideas and became their untiring champion. 

He boldly defended Leninism from overt and covert enemies, 

from all distortions. 
Having dedicated his life, his mind and his energy to the re

volution, he passionately championed Lenin's ideas, Lenin s 
strategy and tactics, Lenin's policy. He consistently pointed out 
the power and the role of the Soviet Union as a living incarnation 
of the great humanitarian and transforming ideas of Marx and Le
nin. He considered it as the foremost and fundamental factor on the 
world arena, a genuine defender of the vital interests of the peo
ples, a reliable champion of world peace. 

Georgi Dimitrov constructively applied the ideas of the great 
leader, with political wisdom and revolutionary courage and in 
conformity with the new historical conditions. 

The Popular Front, the necessity, importance and role of 
which he supported with irrefutable arguments, and people's de^ 
mocracy, whose problems he elaborated theoretically and applied 
in practice, are indications of the Leninist revolutionary power 

embodied in Dimitrov. 
The present collection which contains articles and statements, 

excerpts from reports and speeches by Georgi Dimitrov. bears tes

timony to this. . 
We must say that this collection is far from complete. Le

nin's ideas imbued Dimitrov's entire work as a publicist during 

the last three decades of his life. 
We offer to our readers only the articles and statements which 
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m o s t  d i r e c t l y ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
G e o r g i  D i m i t r o v ,  t h e  d i s c i p l e  a n d  f o l l o w e r ,  t o w a r d s  V l a d i m i r  
I l y i c h  L e n i n ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d  l e a d e r ,  t h e  c r e a t o r  a n d  b r i l l i a n t  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  

I f  w e  m u s t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  a  
s i n g l e  w o r d ,  w e  m u s t  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  a  m e s s a g e .  .  .  

T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  s e l f l e s s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
G e o r g i  D i m i t r o v  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i s t s ,  t o  a l l  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e ,  u r g i n g  
t h e m  t o  s t u d y ,  c o u r a g e o u s l y  t o  d e f e n d ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  t o  a p p l y  i n  
l i f e  L e n i n ' s  e v e r - l i v i n g  i d e a s .  



•LENIN'S  POWERFUL CALL 

The  name of  the  mos t  au thor i ta t ive  leader  of  the  
Russ ian  Sovie t  Soc ia l i s t  Republ ic ,  Lenin ,  has  become 
wor ld  famous .  Today  i t  i s  p ronounced  wi th  fear  and  
t rep ida t ion  by  the  suppor te rs  of  the  o ld  and  shaken  bour
geois  sys tem in  a l l  count r ies ,  and  wi th  admira t ion  and  
even  re l ig ious  awe by  the  pro le ta r ia t  and  a l l  ens laved  
mankind .  S ide  by  s ide  wi th  Marx  and  Engels ,  the  grea t  
founders  of  sc ien t i f ic  soc ia l i sm and  au thors  of  the  Com
munis t  Mani fes to ,  Lenin  immor ta l ized  h imse l f  in  the  
h is tory  of  the  workers '  emancipa tory  movement  by  the  
t i t an ic  accompl i shments  of  the  Russ ian  Soc ia l i s t  Revo
lu t ion ,  the  prac t ica l  appl ica t ion  of  the  pr inc ip les  of  the  
Communis t  Mani fes to  and  the  es tab l i shment  of  the  pro
le ta r ian  Sovie t  S ta te .  His  name has  become the  symbol  
of  the  in te rna t iona l  workers '  revolu t ion  which ,  a f te r  
having  t r iumphed in  Russ ia ,  swept  over  Hungary ,  shook  
Germany and  i s  s tead i ly  spreading  in  order  to  engul f  the  
whole  cap i ta l i s t  wor ld .  

I t  i s  for  th i s  very  reason  tha t  every th ing  wr i t ten  and  
sa id  by  Lenin  today  assumes  t remendous  s ign i f icance  for  
the  f igh t ing  pro le ta r ia t  in  a l l  count r ies .  

Engrossed  day  and  n ight  in  the  task  of  bu i ld ing  up  the  
Russ ian  Sovie t  Soc ia l i s t  Republ ic ,  of  c rush ing  the  counter 
revolu t ion  f rom wi th in  and  wi thout ,  and  c lear ing  the  
road  of  the  workers '  revolu t ion  in  o ther  count r ies ,  Lenin  

*  T h e  t i t l e s  m a r k e d  w i t h  a n  a s t e r i s k  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  t e x t  
o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  o r  r e p o r t  
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has  s t i l l  found t ime to  address  two le t ters  — one T to  the  
American workers ,  of  August  20 ,  1918,  and the  o ther  to  
the  European and American workers ,  of  January  21,  1919.  

We borrow Lenin ' s  f i rs t  le t ter  f rom the  Socia l  Demo
cra t ic  paper  Workers '  Educat ion in  America ,  where  i t  was  
pr in ted  af ter  undergoing cer ta in  excis ions  by the  American 
censorship .  As  can be  seen,  the  dele ted  "passages  deal  
wi th  the  s i tua t ion in  America  and the  present-dav revo
lu t ionary  tasks  of  the  American prole tar ia t .  

The second le t ter  i s  a  verbat im t rans la t ion f rom the  
Russ ian  or ig inal .  

In  h is  f i rs t  le t ter ,  Lenin  br i l l iant ly  champions  the  
cause  of  the  Russ ian  Socia l i s t  Revolut ion,  of  the  Sovie t  
Republ ic  and i t s  peaceful  pol icy ,  as  wel l  as  of  the  d ic ta
torship  of  the  prole tar ia t .  

In  h is  second le t ter ,  not ing the  substant ia l  successes  
of  the  revolut ionary  prole tar ia t  in  var ious  countr ies  in  i t s  
s t ruggle  for  pol i t ica l  power ,  he  procla ims the  ac tual  foun
dat ion of  the  Communis t  In ternat ional ,  out l in ing wi th  
h is  cus tomary c lar i ty  and sharpness  the  ways  and means  
of  the  universa l  workers '  revolut ion.  

We,  Bulgar ian  Communis ts  (Lef t -Wing Socia l i s ts )  
a re  gra t i f ied  to  note  tha t  we are  in  complete  agreement  
wi th  Lenin ,  tha t  the  pr inciples  and tac t ics  of  the  Com
munis t  In ternat ional  are  a lso  our  pr inciples  and tac t ics .  

Lenin ' s  v iews on bourgeois  democracy and par l iamen
tar ism are  these  most  f i rmly upheld  by our  Par ty ,  which 
has  never  been the  v ic t im of  any par l iamentary  i l lus ions  
and l ias  a lways  kept  a loof  f rom the  fa l lac ies  and pre ju
dices  of  bourgeois  democracy.  Reject ing bourgeois  demo
cracy and par l iamentar ism,  the  Bulgar ian  Communis t  
Par ty  is  prepar ing the  prole tar ia t  and the  working peo
ple ' s  masses  for  a  revolut ion a imed a t  the  conquest  of  
pol i t ica l  power .  I t  makes  use  of  e lec tora l  campaigns  and 
the  par l iamentary  t r ibune a long wi th  i t s  o ther  means  so
le ly  for  th is  prepara t ion,  unt i l  the  moment  about  which 
Lenin  i s  speaking in  h is  second le t ter  se ts  in  in  our  coun
t ry ,  when i t  wi l l  forsake  i t s  par l iamentary  posi t ion  
and go over  to  an  a l l - round offens ive  in  order  to  over throw 
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the  capi ta l i s t  s ta te  and to  replace  i t  by  a  Sovie t  prole ta
r ian  s ta te ,  by  the  workers '  d ic ta torship .  

The three  main  t rends  among the  prole tar ia t  in  a l l  
countr ies ,  which Lenin  has  so  wel l  descr ibed in  h is  second 
le t ter ,  exis t  a lso  in  Bulgar ia .  The two t rends ,  the  socia l  -
pa t r io t ic  and the  moderate  one  CKautsky 's  fo l lowers ' )  
a re  represented by the  Right-Wing Socia l i s ts 'par ty ,  which 
wi th  i t s  ext reme socia l -pat r io ts  (Sakuzov.  Dj idrov.  
Pas touhov,  Sakarov,  Assen Tsankov,  e tc . )  and i t s  mode
ra tes ,  the  Kautskians  (Romanov,  Rashenov,  e tc . ) ,  i s  
ent i re ly  in  the  camp of  the  bourgeois  counter- revolut ion.  

The representa t ive  of  the  revolut ionary  t rend is  the  
Bulgar ian  Communis t  Par ty  (Lef t -Wing Socia l i s ts ) ,  
which by i t s  na ture ,  i t s  programme and communis t  s lo
gans ,  i t s  ac t iv i ty  and mass  revolut ionary  s t ruggle  i s  the  
only  Communis t  Party  in  our  country  and r ight ly  repre
sents  the  Bulgar ian  sect ion of  the  Communis t  In terna
t ional .  

This  being the  ac tual  s i tua t ion,  everyone rea l izes  not  
only  how senseless ,  but  a lso  how harmful  and t reache
rous  i t  i s  to  se t  up  var ious  ' communis t  groups ' ,  'o rganiz
a t ions '  and ' smal l  par t ies '  outs ide  the  Bulgar ian  Com
munis t  Par ty .  These  are  today ardent ly  des i red  by some 
men of  unbr id led  ambi t ion,  var ious  supermen,  incorr ig
ib le  individual is ts ,  and even paras i tes  of  the  workers '  
revolut ion.  

Al l  workers ,  a l l  working people ,  a l l  mi l i tant  and revo
lut ionary  e lements  in  our  country ,  who actual ly  adhere  to  
the  pr inciples  and tac t ics  of  the  Communis t  In ternat ional ,  
and who are  — for  one  reason or  another  — s t i l l  outs ide  the  
Bulgar ian  Communis t  Par ty  and i t s  workers '  t rade  unions ,  
outs ide  the  workers '  revolut ionary  movemtnt ,  a re  today 
bound to  heed Lenin ' s  powerful  ca l l ,  to  become deeplv  im
bued wi th  h is  ideas  as  expounded in  these  two le t ters ' ,  and 
to  ra l ly  wi thout  hes i ta t ion  to  the  ranks  of  the  Bulgar ian  
Communis t  Par ty  and i t s  workers '  t rade  unions  under  the  
banner  of  communism.  

The ' r ight '  and ' le f t '  counter- revolut ionar ies  are  today 
rapidly  organiz ing and muster ing thei r  forces  — the  la t ter  
ra l l ied  around the  ' le f t i s t '  Government  of  Teodorov-Pas-

15 



touhov-Stambol i i ski ,  and the  former  around the  Democrat 
ic  and Libera l  bourgeois  Par t ies  wi th  thei r  'mi l i ta ry  
leagues ' ,  pseudo-Macedonian and j ingois t  gangs .  

Agains t  the  counter- revolut ionis ts  who are  thus  get t ing  
organized,  we must  se t  up  the  mighty  revolut ionary  bloc  
of  the  Bulgar ian  prole tar ia t  and the"  remaining working 
masses ,  through the  Bulgar ian  Communis t  Par ty  and i t s  
workers '  t rade  union organizat ions .  

His tory  i s  pos ing point -b lank the  ques t ion:  e i ther  wi th  
the  counter- revolut ion — for  the  preservat ion of  capi ta l i sm 
or  wi th  the  workers '  revolut ion—for  the  abol i t ion  of  cap
i ta l i sm and through a  workers '  d ic ta torship ,  for  the  es tab
l i shment  of  socia l i sm and the  complete  t r iumph oi  com
munism. There is no middle road I 

Everyone ought  to  f ind  h is  proper  p lace!  Evervone 
must  do  his  dutyl  

No spl i t t ing  of  t  l ie  re  vol  u t  ionarx  huces of  the  proie tar i  -
a t l  No se t t ing  up of  separa t i s t  groups  ami  organizat ions!  
No banking on communism and the  communis t  revolut ion.  

Al l  workers  and working people  who are  ready for  a  de
c is ive  s t ruggle  must  be  in  fu l l  revolut ionary  uni ty  through 
thei r  Communis t  Par ty  and thei r  t rade  unions!  

This  i s  the  supreme demand of  the  present  h is tor ic  mo
ment .  

This  i s  ac tual ly  the  great  pract ica l  meaning of  the  two 
open le t ters  of  the  great  leader  of  the  Russ ian  Sovie t  So
c ia l i s t  Republ ic  and the  world  workers '  revolut ion,  which 
we most  ardent ly  recommend to  the  Bulgar ian  workers  and 
a l l  working people  in  town and countrys ide .  

Sofia, May 1919 

Preface to the pamphlet Lenin to the Workers in Europe  and 
America, 1919, published by the Party Socialist Bookshop and 
Printing House 



*NEW LIGHT ON THE TACTICS OF THF. 
COMMUNIST PARTIES. . .  

This  pamphlet  contains.  .  .  new let ters  by Lenin,  the 
leader of  the Russian Soviet  Republic.  .  .  

Lenin 's  let ter  to the I tal ian,  French and German 
communists  was original ly published by the American 
communist  newspaper The Soviet .  I t  was reprinted from 
there in a  prominent  place in the German communist  
orgmSpartakus ,  f rom which we have taken i t .  

Lenin 's  second let ter ,  original ly printed in an abridged 
form in the European press was later  on reprinted 
in  extenso in the communist  newspapers in Austr ia  and 
Germany,  as  well  as  in the French social is t  newspaper 
L'Humanite. . . 

.  .  .  These let ters  are of exceptional  interest  to us,  
Bulgarian communists .  

Apart  from the extremely valuable review of the level  
of  the communist  movement in the different  countries ,  
as  well  as  of the si tuat ion in Soviet  Russia,  made in these 
let ters  by the authori tat ive founder of  the Third Com
munist  International ,  the readers wil l  f ind in Lenin 's  
let ters  new l ight  thrown on the tact ics  of  the communist  
part ies ,  on their  legal  and underground struggle,  more 
specif ical ly on the problem of parl iamentarism and 
of the part icipat ion of communists  in bourgeois  parl ia
ments.  

* Concluding remarks  to  the  pamphle t  Lenin to the Workers 
in Europe and America 
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The ideas  enuncia ted  by  Lenin  fu l ly  conf i rm the  cor 
rec tness  of  the  tac t ics ,  adopted  by  the  Bulgar ian  Com
munis t  Par ty  (Lef t -Wing  Socia l i s t s ) ,  a s  wel l  a s  i t s  s tand  
on  par l iamentar i sm and  i t s  par t ic ipa t ion  in  the  bour 
geois  par l iament ,  which  i t  adopted  a t  i t s  Congress  in  May 
1919.  Subsequent ly ,  the  I ta l ian ,  French ,  German and  
Aus t r ian  communis t s  adopted  a  s imi la r  s tand  and  now 
i t  i s  p roc la imed as  a  s tand  of  the  Communis t  In te rna t iona l  
i t se l f ,  a s  th i s  can  be  seen  f rom the  spec ia l  c i rcu la r  l e t te r  
of  the  Execut ive  Commit tee  of  the  In te rna t iona l  on  the  
ques t ion  of  par l iamentar i sm.  

We are  conf ident  tha t  the  au thor i ta t ive  l igh t  th rown 
by  Lenin  in  h i s  l e t te rs  wi l l  he lp  d i ss ipa te  the  las t  doubts ,  
remain ing  here  and  there  wi th  regard  to  the  cor rec tness  
of  the  tac t ics  of  the  Bulgar ian  Communis t  Par ty ,  and  
tha t  they  wi l l  u t te r ly  d i sa rm the  handfu l  of  romant ic -
minded  revolu t ionar ies ,  who a re  a t tempt ing  to  propaga te  
a l l  sor t s  of  anarch is t ic  s tup id i t ies  and  decept ions  among 
the  workers ,  h id ing  behind  Lenin ' s  pres t ige  and  unscru
pulous ly  abus ing  h is  au thor i ty .  

We wish  therefore  the  wides t  poss ib le  d i s t r ibu t ion  of  
th i s  brochure  amids t  the  mi l i t an t  work ing  masses .  

S o f i a ,  J a n u a r y  1 9 2 0  



MY FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH LENIN 

I f irst  met Vladimir Ilyich Lenin at the end of February 
1921, in Moscow, where I had gone in accordance with a 
decision of the Party's Central Committee. I had put up at 
the hostel of the Comintern (the former Luxe Hotel),  in 
which the representatives of the communist parties vi
sit ing Moscow were usually accommodated. On the 
very next day after my arrival,  Lenin's secretary rang 
up to inform me that Vladimir Ilyich wished to see me 
in his office in the Kremlin that <ame night.  At that t ime 
Lenin usually invited most of the representatives of the 
different communist parties to pay him a visit  in order 
to meet them personally and to get direct information 
about their parties and countries.  

Exactly at  the appointed time I went,  together with 
a Russian comrade, to Vladimir Ilyich's waiting-room, 
gripped by a very understandable extraordinary emotion 
and boundless joy. 

Only a few minutes passed, when Lenin opened the 
door of his office and invited me to walk in,  cordially 
shaking hands with me and, naturally,  measuring me 
from head to foot with his sharp and searching look in 
the way he used to do this.  When I conveyed to him the 
warm greetings of our Party and of the working people 
in our country, Lenin squeezed my hand with a typical 
kind smile on his face and told me: 'I  know, your people 
are a good and courageous people. '  Then we got involved 
in a talk which was very important for our Party and 
which lasted for over an hour.  It  is only now that I am 
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able  to  reconst ruct  the  essent ia l  par t  of  th is  ta lk  — not  
t rus t ing memory which,  as  i s  known,  i s  not  a lways  a  
re l iable  source ,  but  on  the  bas is  of  shor t  notes  which I  
had taken a t  the  t ime and which were  recent ly  found in  
par t  of  my personal  papers  which I  considered i r re t r ieva
bly  los t .  

Vladimir  I ly ich  overwhelmed me wi th  numerous  
ques t ions  about  the  pol i t ica l  s i tua t ion in  our  country ,  
the  ro le  of  the  monarchy and the  bourgeois  par t ies ,  the  
fore ign inf luences  in  our  country ,  the  amount  and role  
of  fore ign capi ta l ,  Bulgar ia ' s  mutual  re la t ions  wi th  the  
neighbour ing Balkan countr ies ,  Wrangel ' s  a rmy which 
was  on Bulgar ian  ter r i tory .  He showed par t icular ly  great  
in teres t  in  our  Par ty ,  the  Agrar ian  Union,  the  moods  
amidst  the  working c lass  and the  peasant  masses  and the  
a t t i tude  towards  the  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ic .  

Within  my abi l i t ies  I  d id  my bes t  to  answer  a l l  h is  
ques t ions  promis ing addi t ional  informat ion f rom our  
Par ty  on some more  di f f icul t  i ssues .  Throughout  our  ta lk-
Lenin  l i s tened careful ly  and took notes  now and then.  

In  conclus ion,  Vladimir  I ly ich  sa id  approximate ly  the  
fol lowing:  

'  . . .  Y o u  s h o u l d  f o c u s  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  s t r e n g t h e n 
ing  the  Communis t  Par ty  as  the  vanguard  of  the  working 
c lass  and you must  most  ser ious ly  begin  organiz ing the  
working c lass  i t se l f ,  the  more  so  because  i t  i s  s t i l l  com
para t ively  weak f rom a  quant i ta t ive  and qual i ta t ive  point  
of  v iew (you have pract ica l ly  no heredi tary  workers  yet ) .  
Para l le l  wi th  th is ,  you should  bui ld  the  a l l iance  of  the  
workers  and peasants  (mainly  the  poor  and middle  
peasants) .  You should  expand the  inf luence  of  communism 
in  the  army (chief ly  among the  mass  of  so ldiers) .  

'The  t ra in ing of  exper ienced and dedicated  communis t  
cadres  i s  par t icular ly  impor tant .  The educat ion of  ex
per ienced,  devoted and inf luent ia l  Par ty  leaders  i s  a  long 
and di f f icul t  job .  I t  took us  f i f teen years  ( f rom 1903 
t i l l  1917)  to  t ra in  a  group of  Par ty  leaders  in  our  country .  
Fi f teen whole  years  of  s t ruggle  agains t  menshevism.  
Fi f teen years  of  savage persecut ions  on the  par t  of  t sar ism,  
15 whole  years ,  inc luding the  years  of  the  powerful  revo-
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lut ion of  1905.  And in  spi te  of  a l l  th is  we had unfortunate  
cases  when even many good comrades ' los t  their  head ' .  
And if  you and the West-European comrades in  general  
imagine that  you are  insured against  s imilar  cases ,  you 
must  know that  this  is  a  chi ldishness  which must  be 
combated pi t i less ly .  Yes,  that ' s  so.  The t ra ining of  par ty  
leaders  and cadres  is  a  very diff icul t  job.  Success  in  
this  effor t  i s  possible  only as  a  resul t  of  cont inuous work,  
s t ruggle  and a  correct  communist  select ion on the par t  
of our parties. At present this is the most important, I 
would even say the decis ive thing for  your  communist  
par ty ,  too.  Therefore ,  beware of  superf ic ia l  outbursts  
of  enthusiasm, act  soberly and prepare unt i r ingly to  
secure the victory of  the  revolut ion in  your  country as  
wel l . '  

While  I  thanked him most  cordial ly  for  the very 
valuable  and wise advice,  Vladimir  I lyict i  saw me as  far  
as  the wai t ing-room, took my hand in  both his  hands and 
told me before  I lef t :  'I  wish your  Par ty  and you,  perso
nal ly ,  the best  of  luck.  We do not  doubt  that  your  Par ty  
and the Bulgarian people  are  t rue fr iends of  our  Soviet  
Social is t  Republ ic .  We have very big diff icul t ies  a t  this  
moment  and that  is  why we are  now discussing the intro
duct ion of  a  food tax,  but  we are  profoundly convinced 
that  our  Par ty  and the Soviet  regime wil l  manage suc
cessful ly  to  cope with al l  these diff icul t ies . '  

Rabotnichesko Dclo, 
November 3, 1966 



THE BULGARIAN WORKERS AND LENIN 

O n e  o f  o u r  a s s o c i a t e s  h a d  a  t a l k  w i t h  C o m r a d e  D i m i t r o v ,  
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  C o m 
m u n i s t  P a r t y  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  F e d e r a 
t i o n  o f  T r a d e  U n i o n s .  C o m r a d e  D i m i t r o v  d w e l t  i n  d e t a i l  
o n  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  L e n i n ' s  t e a c h i n g  i n  B u l g a r i a  a n d  m o r e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h i s  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  B u l g a 
r i a n  T r a d e  U n i o n  m o v e m e n t .  

'The  revo lu t iona ry  worker s '  movement  in  Bu lga r i a , '  
Comrade  Dimi t rov  sa id ,  ' i s  c lose ly  l inked  wi th  Len in  
and  h i s  t each ing .  As  ea r ly  a s  the  beg inn ing  of  t he  wor ld  
war ,  Len in  won  the  sympa th ies  o f  t he  Bu lga r i an  worker s  
wi th  h i s  r e l en t l e s s  s t rugg le  aga ins t  imper ia l i sm and  
the  soc ia l -pa t r io t i c  champions  o f  war  to  a  v ic to r ious  
end .  The  Bulga r i an  worker s  pa id  the  g rea tes t  a t t en t ion  
to  Len in ' s  bas ic  idea  tha t  the  r evo lu t iona ry  pa r t i e s  shou ld  
pu t  an  end  to  the  imper ia l i s t  war  th rough  c iv i l  war  and  
the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  a  d ic t a to r sh ip  o f  t he  p ro le t a r i a t .  

'Af te r  the  v ic to ry  o f  t he  Oc tober  Revo lu t ion ,  the  
b r i l l i an t  pe r son i f i ca t ion  o f  wh ich  i s  p rec i se lv  Comrade  
Len in ,  he  became  the  recogn ized  t eacher  and  l eade r  o f  
t he  Bu lga r i an  worker s  and  peasan t s  and  h i s  name  became  
fo r  them a  banner  o f  t he  r evo lu t iona ry  s t rugg le .  The  
work ing  peop le  accep ted  eve ry th ing  tha t  Len in  sa id  and  
wro te  a s  a  g rea t  r eve la t ion  o f  t he  Revo lu t ion .  H i s  c l a s s i 
ca l  works  'S t a t e  and  Revo lu t ion ' ,  ' Imper ia l i sm,  the  
Highes t  S tage  of  Cap i t a l i sm ' ,  'Communism ' s  In fan t i l e  
Diso rde r '  and  o the r s  were  t r ans la t ed  in to  Bu lga r i an  and  
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not  on ly  were  they  spread  in  thousands  upon  thousands  of  
copies  in  smal l  Bulgar ia ,  bu t  they  a l so  became a  rea l  
vademecum for  a l l  c lass -consc ious  Bulgar ian  workers .  

'Dur ing  the  September  1923  Upr is ing  the  f igh t ing  
masses  of  work ing  people  were  insp i red  prec ise ly  by  
Lenin ' s  idea  about  the  c rea t ion  of  a  worker -peasant  a l 
l i ance  and  the  es tab l i shment  of  a  worker -peasant  ru le .  The  
upr i s ing  ended  in  defea t ,  bu t  the  workers  and  peasants  
in  Bulgar ia ,  fo l lowing  Lenin ' s  behes t s ,  do  not  lose  hear t  
and  do  not  fa l l  in to  despa i r ,  bu t  a re  ge t t ing  ready  to  
br ing  the i r  l ibera t ion  movement  to  the  f ina l  v ic tory .  
Both  dur ing  the  upr i s ing  and  a f te r  i t ,  Lenin ' s  ideas  
remain  the  lodes ta r  of  a l l  work ing  people  in  Bulgar ia .  
I t  i>  p rec i se ly  thanks  to  the  s t r ic t  observa t ion  of  Lenin ' s  
behes t s  tha t  the  Bulgar ian  Communis t  Par ty  succeeded  
in  recover ing  very  rap id ly  a f te r  the  defea t ,  in  e rad ica t ing  
the  1 iqu ida t ion is t  moods  which  appeared  here  and  there  
a iu i  in  remain ing  a  t ru ly  mi l i t an t  sec t ion  of  the  Com
munis t  In te rna t iona l ,  founded  by  Lenin .  

'L ikewise ,  the  t rade  union  movement  in  Bulgar ia ,  
dee  led  in  the  druggie  aga ins t  oppor tun ism,  was  and  
remains  profoundly  imbued  wi th  Lenin ' s  fundamenta l  
id tas  about  the  ind iv is ib i l i ty  of  the  economic  and  pol i t i ca l  
s t ruggle  of  the  pro le ta r ia t ,  about  the  subord ina t ion  of  a l l  
g roup  and  profess iona l  in te res t s  to  the  common in te res t s  
of  the  work ing  c lass  and  about  the  revolu t ionary  a ims  of  
the  c lass  tasks  of  the  t rade  union  movement .  

' In  sp i te  of  the  bru ta l  persecut ion  to  which  the  t rade  
union-  wi re  -ub j tc ted  a f te r  the  defea t  in  September  1923,  
they  a re  now on  the  way to  the i r  recovery .  True ,  the  
ranks  of  the  lead ing  cadres  of  t rade  unionis t s  have  con
s iderab ly  th inned .  Some of  them were  k i l l ed ,  o thers  a re  
in  p r i son ,  s t i l l  o thers  were  compel led  to  emigra te .  Yet ,  
the  Bulgar ian  workers  who have  passed  a  good  Lenin is t  
school ing ,  a re  promot ing  young forces  f rom the i r  mids t ,  
who car ry  w i th  honour  the  red  banner  of  the  revolu t ionary  
working  c lass  movement .  The  t rade  unions  a re  s tead i ly  
coming  in to  the  open ,  abandoning  the  underground s ta tus  
in to  which  reac t ion  had  forced  them.  Workers '  t rade  
union  newspapers  a re  aga in  be ing  publ i shed .  The  Ra-
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botnichesko Edinstvo has  replaced Trud,  which was  banned.  
The t ranspor t  workers ,  banking and t rade  employees ,  
teachers ,  wai ters ,  e tc . ,  have  begun to  publ ish  the i r  own 
newspapers .  

'The  Right-wing Socia l i s ts  who par t ic ipate  in  the  
government ' s  counter- revolut ionary  bloc  hoped to  avai l  
themselves  of  the  defeat  of  the  upr is ing in  order  to  rea
nimate  thei r  reformis t  t rade  unions .  However ,  the  la t ter  
proved s t i l l -born .  The t reacherous  ro le  p layed by the  
Right-wing Socia l i s ts  dur ing the  worker-peasant  upr is ing 
des t royed forever  even thei r  smal l  inf luence  among the  
working masses  and no react ionary  forces  wi l l  be  able  to  
br ing the  prole tar ian  organizat ions  c loser  to  them.  

'The la tes t  upsurge  in  the  s t r ike  movement  and the  
readiness  of  the  workers  to  offer  res is tance  to  the  capi 
ta l i s t s  who have taken up the  offens ive ,  prove that  the  
mi l i tant  spi r i t  of  the  Bulgar ian  workers  i s  not  dead 
The resolute  bat t le  i s  s t i l l  ahead of  them and the  example  
of  the  Russ ian  bclsheviks  who,  under  Lenin ' s  leadership  
w o n  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  i n 
s p i r e s ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  p e a s a n t s  i n  B u l 
gar ia .  

Trud, Moscow, 
February I, I 924 



LENIN AND THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS-
MOVEMENT IN THE BALKANS 

From i t s  very  incept ion  the  workers '  movement  in  the  
Balkan  s ta tes ,  par t icu la r ly  in  Bulgar ia ,  Serb ia  and  Ru
mania ,  was  under  the  in f luence  of  the  revolu t ionary  move
ment  in  Russ ia .The  f i r s t  o rganiz t r s  and  leaders  of  the  work
ing  c lass  in  these  count r ies  were  d i rec t  pupi l s  of  the  Rus  
s ian  Marxis t s .  The  bes t  cadres  of  the  workers '  in te l l igen ts ia  
were  educa ted  under  the  in f luence  of  Russ ian  Marxis t  l i t e 
ra ture ,  on  the  one  hand ,  and  the  hero ic  s t ruggle  of  the  
Russ ian  revolu t ionar ies  aga ins t  t sa r i sm,  bourgeois ie  and  
oppor tun ism,  on  the  o ther .  

But  i t  i s ,  above  a l l ,  to  Lenin  and  h is  pupi l s  tha t  the  
workers '  movement  in  the  Balkan  s ta tes  owes  i t s  c lear -cu t ,  
p ronounced  revolu t ionary  charac te r .  The  s t ruggle  of  the  
Balkan  pro le ta r ia t  dur ing  the  las t  few years  i s  d i rec t ly  
bound up  wi th  the  name and  grea t  work  of  Lenin .  

As  ear ly  as  the  beginning  of  the  imper ia l i s t  war  Lenin  
cap tured  the  hear t s  of  the  mi l i t an t  Balkan  workers  by  h is  
uncompromis ing  f igh t  aga ins t  imper ia l i sm and  i t s  soc ia l -
pa t r io t ic  abe t tors .  His  bo ld  and  prophet ic  appea l  to  save  
to i l ing  mankind  by  means  of  a  pro le ta r ian  d ic ta torsh ip  
found  a  profound echo  among the  broad  working  masses  of  
the  Balkan  s ta tes .  

When in  May 1917 Lenin  ra i sed  the  h is tor ica l  s logan  
'Al l  Power  to  the  Sovie t s , '  the  Balkan  pro le ta r ia t  saw in  
h im i t s  l eader ,  as  wel l .  

Af te r  the  October  Revolu t ion ,  of  which  Lenin  h im
se l f  was  the  br i l l i an t  personi f ica t ion ,  h i s  name became a  



banner  o f  t he  l ibe ra t ion  s t rugg le  o f  t he  Ba lkan  worker s  
and  peasan t s .  

H i s  c l a s s i c  books :  'S t a t e  and  Revo lu t ion '  and  impe
r ia l i sm,  the  Highes t  S tage  of  Cap i t a l i sm '  became  a  vade-
mecum of  t he  mi l i t an t  worker s  in  the  Ba lkans .  

Len in ' s  g rea t  idea  o f  an  a l l i ance  be tween  the  worker s  
and  peasan t s ,  wh ich  was  comple te ly  embodied  in  the  Rus 
s i an  Revo lu t ion  and  secured  the  v ic to ry  of  t he  f i r s t  r evo lu 
t ion  o f  t he  worker s  and  peasan t  in  the  wor ld ,  was  and  con
t inues  to  be  a  happy  reve la t ion  fo r  t he  Ba lkan  work ing  
masses .  I t  l i t  l i ke  a  beacon  the  road  to  be  fo l lowed  by  the  
p ro le t a r i a t  o f  t he  Ba lkan  coun t r i e s  in  o rde r  to  ach ieve  v ic 
to ry  in  i t s  s t rugg le  fo r  emanc ipa t ion .  

When  in  Sep tember  1923  the  Bu lga r i an  work ing  peop le  
s t aged  an  a rmed  upr i s ing  aga ins t  t he  ru l ing  bourgeo i s  and  
fasc i s t  r eac t ion  and  fough t  fo r  t he  e s t ab l i shment  o f  a  gov
e rnment  o f  worke r s  and  peasan t s ,  t hey  were  insp i red  p re 
c i se ly  by  th i s  idea .The  upr i s ing  fa i l ed  owing  to  the  enemy ' s  
super io r i ty  in  a rmed  fo rces ,  bu t  the  a l l i ance  be tween  the  
worker s  and  the  peasan t s  was  conso l ida ted  fo r  eve r ,  sea led  
wi th  the  b lood  o f  t housands  o f  f igh te r s  who  pe r i shed ,  and  
i s  now a  p ledge  o f  t he  nea r  and  f ina l  v i c to ry  o f  t he  Bu lga 
r i an  work ing  peop le .  

Nowhere  e l se  i s  t he  na t iona l  ques t ion  so  confused  and  
en tang led  a s  in  the  Ba lkans ,  where  d i f f e ren t  na t iona l i t i e s  
have  become  so  mixed  and  in te rming led  wi th in  the  con
f ines  o f  a  t e r r i to ry  tha t  they  rep resen t  a  ve r i t ab le  moa ic  
The  na t iona l  ques t ion  i s  a  ba -hc  ques t ion  o f  Ba lkan  po l i cy .  
The  bourgeo i s  c l a s ses  and  d \nas t i e s  in  the  Ba lkan  coun
t r i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  in  the  imper ia l i s t  g rea t  powers ,  have  a l -
waysexp lo i t ed  and  con t inue  to  exp lo i t  t he  ex i s t ing  na t iona l  
conf l i c t s  fo r  the i r  aggress ive  ends ,  foment ing  ha te  in  one  
na t iona l i ty  aga ins t  ano the r  and  se t t ing  them one  aga ins t  
the  o the r .  

Len in  gave  a  c rys ta l  c l ea r  and  cor rec t  so lu t ion  to  the  
na t iona l  ques t ion ,  wh ich  found  i t s  express ion  in  the  Union  
of  Sov ie t  Soc ia l i s t  Repub l i c s .  Len in ' s  idea  o f  t he  se l f -
de te rmina t ion  of  peop les ,  i nc lud ing  the  r igh t  o f  secess ion  
and  the  se t t ing  up  of  t he  l a rge r  na t iona l i t i e s  a s  sepa ra te  
s t a t e s ,  shed  a  b r igh t  l i gh t  upon  the  en tang led  na t iona l  
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ques t ion  in  the  Balkans ,  as  wel l .  The  working  people  in  
the  Balkans  c lear ly  saw tha t  th i s  ques t ion  can  fu l ly  be  
se t t l ed  and  tha t  i t s  so lu t ion  i s  poss ib le  no t  on  the  bas i s  of  
d iv id ing  the  Balkans  among them,  as  prac t iced  by  the  
Balkan  bourgeois ie  and  dynas t ies ,  bu t  on ly  by  the  f ree  
jo in ing  of  a l l  na t iona l i t i es  inhabi t ing  the  Balkan  Penin
su la  in  a  federa l  un ion ,  secur ing  them comple te  f reedom 
and  the  r igh t  of  se l f -de te rmina t ion .  

Thanks  a l so  to  the  teaching  of  Lenin ,  the  mi l i t an t  work
ers  of  the  Balkan  s ta tes  now rea l ize  more  c lear ly  the  neces
s i ty  of  un i ty  in  the i r  po l i t i ca l  and  economic  s t ruggle .  
Thanks  to  th i s  t each ing ,  the  t rade  union  movement  in  the  
Balkans  has  no t  become a  too l  of  the  var ious  bourgeois  
par t ies ,  bu t  has  a  revolu t ionary  c lass  charac te r ,  in  which  
a l l  g roup ,  ind iv idua l  and  temporary  in te res t s  a re  subord i 
na ted  to  the  genera l  in te res t s ,  t asks  and  a ims  of  the  work ing  
c lass .  

I f  oppor tun ism p lays  so  ins ign i f ican t  a  ro le  in  the  work
ers '  movement  of  the  Balkan  s ta tes  and  exer t s  so  weak  an  
inf luence  upon  the  work ing  masses  as  nowhere  e l se  except  
in  Russ ia ,  th i s  i s  expla ined  by  the  fac t  tha t  i t  fo l lows  the  
road  ind ica ted  by  our  grea t  t eacher  and  leader ,  Vlad imir  
I ly ich  Lenin .  

Today ,  when  every  worker  and  peasant  in  the  Balkan  
s ta tes  mourns  the  loss  of  Lenin .  Lenin ' s  ideas  a re  spreading  
across  the  whole  Balkan  Peninsu la .  These  ideas  a re  a  lode
s ta r  in  the  dark  n ight  of  the  bourgeois  and  fasc i s t  reac t ion ,  
which  now ru les  and  rages  everywhere ,  and  por tend  an  
ear ly  v ic tory  of  the  Balkan  Union  of  Republ ics  of  workers  
and  peasants .  

K r a s n i i  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r o j s o y u z o o  X o  1 - 4  1 9 2 4  



WITHOUT LENIN -  WITH LENINISM 

Three  years  wi thout  the  br i l l i an t  insp i re r ,  o rganizer  
and  s t ra teg is t  of  the  v ic tor ious  October  Revolu t ion ;  th ree  
years  wi thout  the  un iversa l ly  recognized  and  i r rep lace
ab le  leader  of  the  in te rna t iona l  revolu t ionary  pro le ta r ia t ;  
th ree  years  wi thout  the  grea t ,  be loved  and  unforge t tab le  
teacher  of  the  pro le ta r ia t ,  the  to i l ing  peasants  and  the  
peoples  oppressed  by  imper ia l i sm!  

The  road  t rave l led  by  Lenin ' s  Par t \  and  b \  the  whole  
Communis t  In te rna t iona l  dur ing  th is*  th ree-year  per iod  
wi thout  Lenin ' s  d i rec t  l eadersh ip  — a  d i f f icu l t  per iod  
fu l l  o f  co lossa l  hardsh ips  and  dangers  — has  been  no t  
on ly  h ighly  ins t ruc t ive  bu t ,  a t  the  same t ime,  i t  has  
provided  us  wi th  an  i r re fu tab le  proof  of  the  power  of  
Lenin ism,  tha t  grea t  her i tage  le f t  us  by  the  grea t  l eader .  

Three  years  ago ,  on  the  day  of  Lenin ' s  dea th ,  when  
mi l l ions  of  workers ,  to i l ing  peasants  and  na t iona l !}  op
pressed  masses  in  a l l  par t s  of  the  wor ld  were  p lunged  in to  
inexpress ib le  sor row,  the  cap i ta l i s t  wor ld ,  a l l  enemies  of  
the  Sovie t  Union ,  of  communism and  of  the  in te rna t iona l  
pro le ta r ian  revolu t ion ,  were  per f id ious ly  exul tan t .  Be ing  
fami l ia r  wi th  Lenin ' s  except iona l  ro le  in  the  Bolshevik  
Par ty ,  in  the  v ic tory  of  the  October  Revolu t ion ,  in  the  
consol ida t ion  of  the  Sovie t  sys tem in  soc ia l i s t  cons t ruc
t ion  and  in  the  founding  and  deve lopment  of  the  Commu
nis t  In te rna t iona l ,  they  expec ted  tha t  h i s  dea th  would  
inevi tab ly  mark  ' the  beginning  of  the  end '  — the  d is 
in tegra t ion  of  the  Bolshevik  Par ty  and  of  the  pro le ta r ian  
d ic ta torsh ip  led  by  i t ,  the  breaking  up  of  the  Communis t  
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In ternat ional  and the  removal  of  the  danger  which the  
world  prole tar ian  revolut ion represented for  capi ta l i sm.  

However ,  contrary  to  these  wicked expecta t ions  of  the  
enemies ,  the  death  of  the  leader  of  genius  s t i l l  more  
c losely  t ightened the  ranks  of  Lenin ' s  Par ty  and of  the  
Comintern .  I t  was  precise ly  Lenin ' s  absence  tha t  increas
ed hundredfold  the  fee l ing of  responsibi l i ty  among the  
Par ty  membership  and the  whole  prole tar ia t  wi th  regard  
to  the  des t in ies  of  the  Par ty  and of  the  October  Revolu
t ion,  of  the  dic ta torship  of  the  prole tar ia t  and of  the  in
ternat ional  prole tar ian  movement .  Lef t  wi thout  the  di rec t  
guidance  of  the i r  leader ,  they displayed an  in imi table  
ac t iv i ty ,  se l f lessness  and endeavour  and cont inued to  
march ever  more  pers is tent ly  akng the  path ,  b lazed by 
Lenin ,  in  order  to  fu l f i l  h is  bel ies .s :  to  preserve  the  Le
ninis t  uni ty  and i ron disc ip l ine  of  the  Par ty ,  to  consol idate  
the  d ic ta torship  of  the  prole tar ia t ,  to  preserve  the  worker-
peasant  a l l iance ,  unt i r ingly  to  bui ld  socia l i sm and un
swervingly  to  march towards  the  f inal  v ic tory  of  the  re
volut ion on a  world  scale .  Thei r  deep and"  boundless  
sorrow for  the  depar ted  leader  and teacher  gave r i se  to  a  
powerful  upsurge ,  to  a  f i rm conf idence  tha t  wi th  the  
a id  of  Leninism and under  the  leadership  of  the  uni ted  
and monol i th ic  Par ty  of  Lenin ,  a l l  the  di f f icul t ies  and 
dangers  wi l l  be  overcome,  socia l i sm wi l l  be  bui l t  and 
f inal  v ic tory  over  the  bourgeois ie  wi l l  be  won.  

The new big  di f f icul t ies  which arose  a long the  road of  
socia l i s t  const ruct ion and the  temporary  s lackening of  
the  progress  of  the  in ternat ional  prole tar ian  revolut ion 
again  gave r ise  to  hes i ta t ions  and doubts  among those  
e lements  wi th in  the  Par ty ,  inc luding even the  o ld  Bol
shevik  Guard,  who on other  occas ions ,  too ,  in  par t icular ly  
di f f icul t  and complex s i tua t ions ,  had shown hes i ta t ion  
and lack of  conf idence  in  the  forces  of  the  prole tar ia t .  In  
thei r  fac t ional is t  sp i te  they thought  tha t  they could  avai l  
themselves  of  Lenin ' s  absence  in  order  to  d iver t  the  Par ty  
f rom i t s  Leninis t  pa th .  The so-cal led  opposi t ion  bloc  
even took the  l iber ty  of  a t tempt ing to  s tage  an  incredibly  
impudent  coup agains t  the  uni ty  of  Lenin ' s  Par ty  and of  
the  Comintern  — an a t tempt ,  unprecedented in  the  
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history of bolshevism. What was more,  after i t  was defeated 
in i ts  own Party,  this bloc tr ied to oppose the Comintern 
to i ts  vanguard — the All-Union Communist  Party.  

Once again after Lenin's  death,  the enemies of the 
proletarian revolution — from the rabid Russian white-
guards and die-hard imperialists  to the double-faced 
social  patriots — indulged in indescribable joy.  One more 
step,  they thought,  and Lenin's  Party,  unit ing many-
mill ions of people in i ts  ranks,  would be spli t  into two 
hosti le parties,  the elements of civil  war in Soviet  Russia 
would break loose and proletarian dictatorship would 
be shaken in i ts  very foundations,  the 'many-headed red 
hydra '  would be crushed and the lodestar of the world 
proletariat  and of the eastern nations oppressed bv im
perialism would become extinct .  

Yet this t ime once again — without Lenin,  but with 
Leninism — the Bolshevik Party and the Communist  
International tr iumphed over the danger.  The joy of the 
enemies was short-l ived.  I t  gave way to lunatic madness 
and hatred of the Soviet  Union. 

The opposit ion broke i ts  head against  the iron Le
ninist  cohesion of the Ail-Union Communist  Party and 
of the Communist  International.  The presumptuous 
leaders of the opposit ion bloc received such a deafening 
lesson from the Party rank and fi le membership and 
from the whole Comintern that  they will  not forget i t  for 
a  long t ime. This t ime again Leninism came out with 
flying colours.  Enlightened and inspired by i t ,  the multi-
mill ion Party of Lenin and, together with i t ,  the whole 
Communist  International,  are marching forward in st i l l  
greater cohesion and confidence and leading the broad 
masses along the road of socialist  construction in the 
Soviet  Union and of the victory of the world proletarian 
revolution.  

Today, on the third anniversary of Lenin's  death,  in
ternational capitalism strenuously pursues i ts  onslaught.  
I ts  rage against  the Soviet  Union grows the more rabid,  
the more i t  becomes aware of the fact  that  the unity of 
Lenin's  Party is  unbreakable,  that  no serious hopes can 
be pinned on the disintegrating activity of the various 
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o p p o s i t i o n i s t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  i s  f u l l y  c a p a b l e  —  r e i \  -
i n g  o n  t h e  a l l i a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a n d  t h e  p e a s a n t s  i n  
t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  o f  
w o r l d  p r o l e t a r i a t  —  t o  o v e r c o m e  a l l  i t s  i n t e r n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a n d  t o  b r i n g  s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  i t s  c o u n t r y  t o  a  
s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n .  T h e  r a g e  o f  w o r l d  c a p i t a l i s m  g r o w s  
w i t h  e v e r y  p a s s i n g  d a y  a s  i t  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n 
v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r i u m p h  
o v e r  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  o n  a  w o r l d  s c a l e .  F a s c i s t  c o u p s  
d ' e t a t  f o l l o w  o n e  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r .  A f t e r  I t a l y  —  B u l g a r i a .  
A f t e r  P o l a n d  -  L i t h u a n i a .  A  s i m i l a r  c o u p  i s  n o w  b e i n g  
p r e p a r e d  i n  L a t v i a  a n d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  B a i t i e  s t a t e - - .  R u m a n i a  
i s  b e i n g  i n t e n s e l y  f a s c i s i z e d .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
h e a d e d  b y  B r i t i - h  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  i s  d o i n g  a l l  i t  c a n  t o  
t i g h t e n  t h e  b e l t  a r o u n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  T h e  d a n g e r  o f  a  
m i l i t a r y  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
i m m i n e n t .  N e w  t e s t s  a n d  t r i a l s  t o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  p r o l e 
t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p  a n d  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  
a r e  i n  t h e  m a k i n g .  

I n  t h i s  s e t u p  i t  i s  h a r d ,  d i f f i c u l t ,  p a i n f u l  w i t h o u t  
L e n i n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  A l l - U n i o n  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
w h i c h  a r e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r  a n d  s t r a t e g i s t  o f  g e 
n i u s  —  t h e  e n e m i e s  k n o w  t h i s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  d i s a p p o i n t 
m e n t s  s o  f a r ,  t h e y  w o u l d  s t i l l  l i k e  t o  s t a k e  o n  t h i s  f a c t .  
B u t  p r e c i s e l y  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  w e  m u s t  a l l  t h e  m o r e  c a r e 
f u l l y  g u a r d ,  l i k e  t h e  a p p l e  o f  o u r  e y e s ,  t h e  u n i t y ,  t h e  
L e n i n i s t  u n i t e -  o f  t h e '  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  o f  t h e  
A i l - U n i o n  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t e ,  i t s  v a n g u a r d  d e t a c h m e n t .  
W e  m u s t  t h e  m o r e  p i t i l e s > I \  c r u s h  a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r 
m i n e  t h i s  u n i t y ,  w e  m u s t  n i p  i n  t h e  b u d  a l l  a n t i - L e n i n i s t  
d e v i a t i o n s .  W e  m u s t  a l l  t h e  m o r e  c o n f i d e n t l y  m a r c h  
f o r w a r d ,  a l w a y s  w e l l  a r m e d  w i t h  L e n i n i s m .  

D e p r i v e d ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o f  L e n i n ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  
a r m e d  w  i t h  h i s  p o w e r f u l  w e a p o n .  L e n i n i s m ,  t h e  A l l  -
U n i o n  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a n d  t he  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
w i l l  b e  a b l e  a d e q u a t e l y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  n e w  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  i m m i n e n t  d a n g e r  o f  w a r .  
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By the  wi l l  of  fa te  the  sh ip  of  the  pro le ta r ian  revolu
t ion  wi l l  have  to  pass  be tween  many a  Scyi la  and Charyb-
d is  ( s t ra i t s  and  sunken  rocks)  in  the  c lass  war  be tween  
the  pro le ta r ia t  and  the  bourgeois ie  w i thout  Lenin ' s  br i l 
l i an t  l eadersh ip .  

And she  wi l l  pass  them success fu l ly ,  in  order  to  br ing  
working  mankind  to  the  sa lu ta ry  shore ,  thanks  to  Le
n in ism — tha t  t rue  and  tes ted  compass  l e f t  us  by Lenin .  

Sovietskoe Slovo, 
February 14, 1927 



* FIRMLY ALONG THE PATH INDICATED 
BY LENIN 

Every day,  in  the  concentra t ion camps of  fasc is t  Ger
many,  in  the  ce l lars  of  the  Gestapo (German secre t  pol ice) ,  
in  the  tor ture  chambers  of  Poland,  in  the  ce l ls  of  the  Bulga
r ian  and Finnish  secre t  pol ice ,  in  the  Glavnyacha in  Bel
grade ,  in  the  Rumanian Sigurat iza  and on the  I ta l ian  is 
lands ,  the  bes t  sons  of  ihe  working c lass ,  revolut ionary  
peasants ,  f ighters  for  the  splendid  fu ture  of  mankind,  are  
being subjected  to  revol t ing  tor tures  and indigni t ies ,  before  
which pale the most abominable acts of the tsarist Okhran-
ka.  The blackguardly  German fasc is t  beat  husbands  to  
a  b loodv pulp  in  the  presence  of  the i r  wives ,  and send the  
ashes  of  murdered sons  by parcel  pos t  to  the i r  mothers .  
Ster i l iza t ion has  been made a  method of  pol i t ica l  warfare .  
In  the  tor ture  chambers ,  imprisoned ant i - fasc is ts  a re  g iven 
in jec t ions  of  poison,  the i r  a rms are  broken,  the i r  eyes  
gouged out ;  they are  s t rung up and have water  pumped in to  
them;  the  fasc is t  swast ika  i s  carved in  the i r  l iv ing f lesh .  

I  have  before  me a  s ta t i s t ica l  summary drawn up by 
the  In ternat ional  Red Aid regarding the  number  of  k i l led ,  
wounded,  ar res ted ,  maimed and tor tured to  death  in  Ger
many,  Poland,  I ta ly ,  Aust r ia ,  Bulgar ia  and Yugoslavia .  
In  Germany a lone,  s ince  the  Nat ional -Socia l i s ts  came to  
power ,  over  4 ,200 ant i - fasc is t  workers ,  peasants ,  emplo
yees ,  in te l lec tuals  — Communis ts ,  Socia l  Democrats  and 
members  of  opposi t ion  Chr is t ian  organizat ions  — have 
been murdered,  317,800 ar res ted ,  218,600 in jured and sub
jected  to  tor ture .  In  Aust r ia ,  s ince  the  bat t les  of  February  

3-3471 33 



las t  year ,  the  'Chr is t ian '  fasc is t  government  has  murdered 
1,900 revolut ionary  workers ,  maimed and in jured 10,000 
and arres ted  40,000.  And th is  summary,  comrades ,  i s  far  
f rom complete .  

Words  fa i l  me in  descr ib ing the  indignat ion which 
se izes  us  a t  the  thought  of  the  torments  which the  working 
people  are  now undergoing in  a  number  of  fasc is t  countr ies .  
The facts and figures we quote do not reflect one hundredth 
part  o f  the  t rue  p ic ture  of  the  exploi ta t ion  and tor tures  in
f l ic ted  by the  Whi te  ter ror  and forming par t  of  the  dai ly  
l i fe  of  the  working c lass  in  many capi ta l i s t  countr ies .  
Volumes cannot  g ive  a  jus t  p ic ture  of  the  count less  bruta l i 
t ies  inf l ic ted  by fasc ism on the  working people .  

With  fee l ings  of  profound emot ion and hat red  for  the  
fasc is t  butchers ,  we d ip  the  banners  of  the  Communis t  In-
ternat ionl  before  the  unforget table  memory of  Jonn Scheer ,  
F ie te  Schulze  and Luetgens  in  Germany,  Koloman Wal-
l isch  and Muenichre i ter  in  Aust r ia ,  Sal la i  and Fuers t  in  
Hungary ,  Kofardj iev ,  Lyut ibrodski  and Voykov in  Bul
gar ia  — before  the  memory of  thousands  and thousands  of  
Communis ts ,  Socia l  Democrats  and non-par ty  workers ,  
peasants  and representa t ives  of  the  progress ive  in te l l i 
gents ia  who have la id  down thei r  l ives  in  the  s t ruggle  
agains t  fasc ism.  

From this  p la t form we greet  the  leader  of  the  German 
prole tar ia t  and the  honorary  chai rman of  our  Congress  — 
Comrade Thaelmann.  We greet  Comrades  Rakosi ,  Gramsci ,  
Ant ikainen.  We greet  Tom Mooney,  who has  been languish
ing in  pr ison for  e ighteen years ,  and the  thousands  of  o ther  
pr isoners  of  capi ta l i sm and fasc ism,  and we say to  them:  
'Brothers  in  the  f ight ,  brothers  in  arms,  you are  not  forgot
ten .  We are  wi th  you.  We shal l  g ive  every  hour  of  our  
l ives ,  every  drop of  our  b lood,  for  your  l ibera t ion,  and for  
the  l ibera t ion of  a l l  working people  f rom the  shameful  
regime of  fasc ism. '  

Comrades ,  i t  was  Lenin  who warned us  tha t  the  bour
geois ie  may succeed in  overwhelming the  working people  
by savage ter ror ,  in  checking the  growing forces  of  revolu
t ion  for  br ief  per iods  of  t ime,  but  tha t ,  never theless ,  th is  
would  not  save  i t  f rom i t s  doom.  
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L i f e  w i l l  a s s e r t  i t s e l f ,  L e n i n  w r o t e .  L e t  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  r a v e ,  
w o r k  i t s e l f  i n t o  a  f r e n z y ,  o v e r d o  t i l i n g s ,  c o m m i t  s t u p i d i t i e s ,  t a k e  
v e n g e a n c e  o n  t h e  B o l s h e v i k s  i n  a d v a n c e  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  k i l l  o f f  
( i n  I n d i a ,  H u n g a r y ,  G e r m a n y ,  e t c . )  h u n d r e d s ,  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  h u n 
d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  m o r e  o f  y e s t e r d a y ' s  a n d  t o m o r r o w ' s  B o l s h e v i k s .  
A c t i n g  t h u s ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a c t s  a s  a l l  c l a s s e s  d o o m e d  b y  h i s t o r y  
h a v e  a c t e d .  C o m m u n i s t s  s h o u l d  k n o w  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,  
b e l o n g s  t o  t h e m ;  t h e r e f o r e  w e  c a n  a n d  m u s t  c o m b i n e  t h e  m o s t  i n 
t e n s e  p a s s i o n  i n  t h e  g r e a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  c o o l e s t  
a n d  m o s t  s o b e r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a d  r a v i n g s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e . *  

Ay,  i f  we and  the  p ro le t a r i a t  o f  t he  whole  wor ld  f i rmly  
fo l low the  pa th  ind ica ted  by  Len in ,  t he  bourgeo i s i e  wi l l  
pe r i sh  in  sp i t e  o f  eve ry th ing .  

F r o m  T h e  F a s c i s t  O f f e n s i v e  a n d  t h e  T a s k s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  f o r  U n i t y  i n  t h e  S t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  C l a s s  A g a i n s t  
F a s c i s m  —  R e p c r t  b e f o r e  t h e  S e v e n t h  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  C o m 
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FOR A UNITED FRONT GOVERNMENT 

We have taken a bold,  resolute courm towards the 
united front of the working class,  and are ready to carry 
i t  out with full  consistency. 

If  we Communists are asked whether we advocate the 
united front only in the fight for part ial  demands,  or 
whether we are prepared to share the responsibil i ty even 
when i t  will  be a question of forming a goxernnunl on the 
basis of the united front,  t lnn we say with a full  sense of 
our responsibil i ty:  Yes,  we recognize that  a si tuation may 
arise in which the formation of a government < /  the prole
tarian united front,  or of an anti-fuscist  Popnh.r front,  
will  become not only possible but necissary in the inter '  s ts  
of the proletariat  (Applause).  Ami in that  cam we shall  
advocate for the formation of such a government without 
the sl ightest  hesitat ion.  

I  am not speaking here of a  government which may be 
formed after the victory of the proletarian rt  volution.  I t  
is  not impossible,of course,  that  in some country . immediate
ly after the revolutionary overthrow of the lonrgioisie,  
there mav be formed a Soviet  go\ eminent on the bas i s  of a  
government bloc of the Communist  Party with a a  riain 
party (or i ts  left  wing) participating in the revolution.  
After the October Revolution the \  icioriou.s Parly of the 
Russian Bolsheviks,  as we know, included representatives 
of the Left  'Essers '  Socialist-Revolutionaries m the Soviet  
Government.  This was a specific feature of the first  Soviet  
government after the victory of the October Revolution.  

I  am not speaking of such a case,  but of I l ie  possible for-
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m a t i o n  o f  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  a n d  b e 
f o r e  t h e  v i c t o r v  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  r e v o l u t i o n .  

W h a t  k i n d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h i s ?  A n d  i n  w h a t  s i t u a 
t i o n  c o u l d  t h e r e  b e  a n y  q u e s t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t ?  

I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  government of struggle against ,'as-
c i s ' m  a n d  r e a c t i o n .  I t  m u s t  b e  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a r i s i n g  a s  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  m o v e m e n t  a n d  i n  n o  v .  a \  r e s t r i c t  -
i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  T a r t y  a n d  t h e  m a s . - ,  o r g a 
n i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  b u t ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t a k i n g  
r e s o l u t e  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o u n t e r - r e \ o l u t i o n a r y  f i n a n 
c i a l  m a g n a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a s c i s t  a g e n t s .  

A t  a  s u i t a b l e  m o m e n t ,  r e l y i n g  o n  t h e  g r o w i n g  u n i t e d  
f r o n t  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  a  g i v e n  c o u n t r y  
w i l l  a d v o c a t e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  a  w e l l - d e f i n e d  a n t i - f a s c i s t  p l a t f o r m .  

U n d e r  w h a t  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  
f o r m  s u c h  a  g o v t  r n m e n t  ?  I n  t h e  m o s t  g e n e r a l  t e r m s , o n e  c a n  
r e p l v  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s :  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a  
p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s ,  w h e n  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s e s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  
c o p e  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r f u l  r i s e  o f  t h e  m a s s  a n t i - f a s c i s t  m o v e 
m e n t .  B u t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  a  g e n e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w i t h o u t  
w h i c h  i t  w i l l  s c a r c e l v  b e  p o s s i b l e  i n  p r a c t i c e  t o  f o r m  a  u n i 
ted front government. Only the existence of certain special 
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  c a n  p u t  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f o r m i n g  
s u c h  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k .  I t  s e e m s  
t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  d e s e r v e  t h e -  g r e a t e s t  
a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o n n e x i o n :  

F i r s t ,  t h e  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  m u s t  a l r e a 
d y  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i s o r g a n i z e d  a n d  p a r a l y z e d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  c a n n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t  
o f  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r e a c t i o n  a n d  f a s c i s m .  

S e c o n d ,  t h e  w i d e s t  m a s s e s  o f  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  t h e  m a s s  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  m u s t  b e  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  v e h e m e n t  
r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  f a s c i s m  a n d  r e a c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  r e a d y  t o  
rise in insurrection so as to fight under Communist Party 
leadership for the establishment of a Soviet government. 

T h i r d ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  a n d  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  
r a n k s  o f  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  m u s t  a l r e a d y  h a v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  
where a considerable proportion of them demand ruthless 



measures against the fascists and other reactionaries, 
f ight  together with the Communists  against  fascism and 
openly oppose the react ionary sect ion of their  own party 
which is  host i le  to communism. 

When and in what  countries  a  s i tuat ion wil l  actual ly 
arise in which these prerequisi tes  wil l  be present  in a  suffi
cient  degree,  i t  is  impossible to s tate in advance.  But  as 
such a possibility isnotto beruledout in any of the capitalist 
countr ies ,  we must  reckon with i t ,  and not  only orientate 
and prepare ourselves,  but  also orientate the working class 
accordingly.  

The fact  that  we are bringing up this  quest ion for  dis
cussion at  al l  today is ,  of  course,  connected with our est i
mate of the si tuat ion and immediate prospects ,  as  well  as  
with the actual  growth of the united front  movement in a 
number of countr ies  during the recent  past .  For more than 
ten years the si tuat ion in the capital is t  countr ies  was such 
that  i t  was not  necessary for  the Communist  International  
to discuss a  quest ion of this  kind.  

You remember,  comrades,  that  at  our Fourth Congress 
in 1922,  and again at  the Fif th Congress in 1924,  the ques
tion of the slogan of a workers' or a workers' and peasants' 
government  was under discussion.  Original ly the issue 
turned essential ly upon a quest ion which was almost  
comparable to the one we are discussing today.  The de
bates that  took place at  that  t ime in the Communist  
International  around this  quest ion,  and in part icular  the 
poli t ical  errors  which were committed in connection with i t ,  
have to this day retained their importance for sharpening 
our vigilance against the danger of deviations to the Right 
or 'Lef t '  from the  Bolshevik  l ine on this  quest ion.  Therefore 
I  shal l  briefly point  out  a  few of these errors ,  in order to 
draw from them the lessons necessary for  the present  pol
icy of our Part ies .  

The first series of  mistakes arose from the fact  that  the 
quest ion of a  workers '  government was not  clearly and firm
ly bound up with the existence of a  poli t ical  cr is is .  Owing 
to this ,  the  Right  opportunis ts  were able to interpret  
matters  as  though we should str ive for  the formation of a  
workers '  government,  supported by the Communist  Party.  
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in  any,  so  to  speak,  'normal '  s i tua t ion.  The ul tra-Lef ts ,  
on the  o ther  hand,  recognized only  a  workers '  government  
formed by an  armed insurrec t ion af ter  the  over throw of  
the  bourgeois ie .  Both  views were  wrong.  In  order ,  there
fore ,  to  avoid  a  repet i t ion  of  such mis takes ,  we now lay  
great  s tress  on  the  exact  considerat ion of  the  speci f ic ,  con
cre te  c i rcumstances  of  the  pol i t ica l  c r i s isand the  upsurgeof  
the  mass  movement ,  in  which the  format ion of  a  uni ted  
f ront  government  may prove poss ib le  and pol i t ica l ly  
necessary .  

The second ser ies  of  e r rors  arose  f rom the  fac t  tha t  the  
ques t ion of  a  workers '  government  was  not  bound up wi th  
the  development  of  a  mi l i tant  mass  uni ted  f ront  movement  
o f  the  prole tar ia t .  Thus the  Right  opportunis ts  were  able  to  
d is tor t  the  ques t ion,  reducing i t  to  the  unpr incipled  tac t ics  
of  forming blocs  wi th  Socia l  Democrat ic  Par t ies  on the  
bas is  of  pure ly  par l iamentary  combinat ions .  The ul tra-
Lef ts ,  on  the  contrary ,  shr ieked:  'No coal i t ions  wi th  
counter- revolut ionary  socia l  democracy! ' ,  consider ing 
a l l  socia l  democrats  as  essent ia l ly  counter- revolut ion
ary .  

Both  were  wrong,  and we now emphasize ,  on  the  one 
hand,  tha t  we are  not  in  the  leas t  anxious  for  a  'workers '  
government '  tha t  would  be  nothing more  nor  less  than an  
enlarged Socia l  Democrat ic  government .  We even prefer  
not  to  use  the  term 'workers '  governments , '  and speak o f  
a  uni ted  front  government ,  which in  pol i t ica l  character  i s  
something absolute ly  d i f ferent ,  di f ferent  in  pr inciple ,  f rom 
al l  the  Socia l  Democrat ic  governments  which usual ly  ca l l  
themselves  'workers '  (or  labour)  governments . '  Whi le  the  
Socia l  Democrat ic  government  i s  an  ins t rument  of  c lass  
col labora t ion wi th  the  bourgeois ie  in  the  in teres ts  of  the  
preservat ion of  the  capi ta l i s t  order ,  a uni ted  front  govern
ment  i s  an  ins t rument  of  the  col labora t ion of  the  revolu
t ionary  vanguard  of  the  prole tar ia t  wi th  o ther  ant i - fasc is t  
par t ies ,  in  the  in teres ts  of  the  ent i re  working popula t ion,  
a  government  of  s t ruggle  agains t  fasc ism and react ion/  
Obviously  there  i s  a  radical  d i f ference  between these  two 
th ings .  

On the  o ther  hand,  we s t ress  the  need to  see  the  d i f  -
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ference between the two different camps of Social De
mocracy .  As I  have a l ready pointed  out ,  there  i s  a  reac
t ionary  camp of  Socia l  Democracy,  but  a longside  wi th  i t  
there  exis ts  and is  growing the  camp of  the  Lef t  Socia l  
Democrats  (wi thout  quota t ion marks) ,  of  workers  who 
are  becoming revolut ionary .  In  pract ice  the  decis ive  
d i f ference  between them consis ts  in  the i r  a t t i tude  towards  
the  uni ted  f ront  of  the  working c lass .  The react ionary  
Socia l  Democrats  are  agains t  the  uni ted  f ront ;  they 
s lander  the  uni ted  f ront  movement ,  they sabotage  and 
dis in tegra te  i t ,  as  i t  undermines  the i r  pol icv  of  compro
mise  wi th  the  bourgeois ie .  The Lef t  Socia l  Democrats  
are  for  the  uni ted  front- ,  they defend,  develop and s t rength
en the  uni ted  f ront  movement .  Inasmuch as  th is  uni ted  
f ront  movement  i s  a  mi l i tant  movement  agains t  fasc ism and 
react ion,  i t  wi l l  be  a  constant  dr iv ing force ,  impel l ing  the  
uni ted  f ront  government  to  s t ruggle  agains t  the  react iona
ry  bourgeois ie .  The more  powerful  th is  mass  movement ,  
the  greater  the  force  wi th  which i t  can  back the  govern
ment  in  combat ing the  react ionar ies .  And the  bet ter  th is  
mass  movement  wi l l  be  organized f rom below ,  the  wider  
the network of non-party class organs of the united front 
in the factories, among the unemployed, in the workers' 
districts among the small people of town and country, 
the  greater  wi l l  be  the  guarantee  agains t  a  poss ib le  de
genera t ion of  the  pol icy  of  the  uni ted  f ront  government .  

The third ser ies  of  mis taken views which came to  l ight  
dur ing our  former  debates  touched precise lv  on  the  prac
t ica l  pol icy  of  the  'workers '  government ' .  The r ight  op
por tunis ts  considered tha t  a  'workers '  government '  ought  
to  keep 'wi th in  the  f ramework of  bourgeois  democracy. '  
and consequent ly  ought  not  to  take  any s teps  going bevond 
th is  f ramework.  The-ul tra-Lef ts ,  on the  o ther  hand,  in  
pract ice  refused to  make any a t tempt  to  form a  uni ted  f ront  
government .  

In•!^23 Saxony-and Thuringia presented a  c lear  p ic ture  
2 l , a  Right ' .oppor tunis t  'workers '  government '  in  ac t ion.  
The ent ry  of .  the  Communis ts  in to  the  Workers '  Govern
ment  of  Saxony jo in t ly  wi th  the  Lef t  Socia l  Democrats  
(Zeigner  group)  was  no mis take  in  i t se l f ;  on  the  contrarv .  
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the  revolut ionary  s i tua t ion in  Germany ful ly  jus t i f ied  
th is  s tep .  But  in  taking par t  in  the  government ,  the  
Communis ts  should  have used thei r  pos i t ions  pr imar i ly  
for  the  purpose  o f  arming the  prole tar ia t .  This  they did  
not  do.  They did  not  even requis i t ion  a  s ingle  apar tment  
of  the  r ich ,  a l though the  housing shor tage  among the  
workers  was  so  great  tha t  many of  them with  thei r  wives  
and chi ldren were  s t i l l  wi thout  a  roof  over  the i r  heads .  
They a lso  d id  nothing to  organize  the  revolut ionary  mass  
movement  of  the  workers .  They behaved in  genera l  l ike  
ordinary  par l iamentary  minis ters  'wi th in  the  f ramework 
of  bourgeois  democracy. '  As  you know,  th is  was  the  resul t  
of  the  oppor tunis t  pol icy  of  Brandler  and his  adherents .  
The resul t  was  such bankruptcy that  to  th is  day we 
have to  refer  to  the  government  of  Saxony as  the  c lass ica l  
example  of  how revolut ionar ies  should  not  behave when in  
off ice .  

Comrades ,  we demand an  ent i re ly  di f ferent  pol icy  f rom 
a  uni ted  f ront  government .  We demand that  i t  should  
carry out definite and fundamental revolutionary demands 
required  by the  s i tua t ion.  For  ins tance ,  control  of  produc
t ion,  control  of  the  banks ,  d isbanding of  the  pol ice  and i t s  
replacement  by  an  armed workers '  mi l i t ia ,  e tc .  

Fi f teen years  ago Lenin  ca l led  upon us  to  focus  a l l  our  
attention on 'searching out forms of transition or approach 
to  the  prole tar ian  revolut ion. '  I t  may be  tha t  in  a  number  
of  countr ies  the  uni ted  front  government  wil l  prove to  be  
one of  the  most  impor tant  t rans i t ional  forms.  'Lef t '  doc
t r ina i res  have a lways  avoided th is  precept  of  Lenin ' s .  
Like  the  narrow-minded propagandis ts  tha t  they were ,  
they spoke only  of  ' a ims ' ,  wi thout  ever  worrying about  
' forms of  t rans i t ion ' .  The Right  oppor tunis ts ,  on  the  
other hand, have tried to establish a special democratic 
in termediate  s tage  ly ing between the  dic ta torship  of  the  
bourgeois ie  and the  d ic ta torship  of  the  prole tar ia t ,  for  
the  purpose  of  ins t i l l ing  in to  the  workers  the  i l lus ion of  
a  peaceful  par l iamentary  passage f rom the  one dic ta tor
ship  to  the  o ther .  This  f ic t i t ious  ' in termedia te  s tage '  
they have a lso  ca l led  ' t rans i t ional  form, '  and even quoted 
Lenin ' s  words .  But  th is  p iece  of  swindl ing was  not  d i f -
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f icult  to  expose:  for  Lenin spoke of the form of t ransi t ion 
and approach to the  prole tar ian revolut ion,  that  is ,  to  the 
overthrow of the bourgeois  dictatorship,  and not  of  some 
transi t ional  form between the bourgeois  and the proletarian 
dictatorship.  

Why did Lenin at tach such exceptionally great  import
ance to the form of t ransi t ion to the proletarian revolu
tion? Because he had in mind the fundamental law of all 
great  revolut ions ,  the law that  for  the masses propaganda 
and agitation alone cannot take the place of their own 
pol i t ical  exper ience ,  when i t  is  a  quest ion of a t t ract ing 
real ly broad masses of  the working people to the side of 
the revolutionary vanguard,  without  which a victorious 
struggle for  power is  impossible.  I t  is  a  common mistake 
of a  'Left is t '  character  to imagine that  as  soon as a poli t ic
al  (or  revolutionary) cris is  ar ises,  i t  is  enough for  the 
Communist  leaders to put  forth the slogan of revolution
ary insurrect ion,  and the broad masses wil l  fol low them. 
No, even in such a cris is  the masses are b\  no means al
ways ready to do so.  We saw this  in the ca<e of Spain .  To 
help the  mi l l ions  to master  as  rapidly as possible,  through 
their  own experience,  what  t l iev have to do,  where to f ind 
a radical  solut ion,  and what  Party is  worthv of their  
confidence — these among others are the purposes for  
which both transi t ional  s logans and special  ' forms of 
t rans i t ion  or approach to the proletarian n volution '  are 
necessary.  Otherwise the great  mass of the pcophs who 
are under the influence of pet ty bourgeois  democrat ic  
i l lusions and tradit ions,  mav waver even when there is  a  
revolutionarv si tuat ion,  may procrast inate and straw 
without  f inding the road to revolution — and then come 
under the axe of the fascist  executioners.  

That  is  why we indicate the possibi l i ty of forming an 
anti-fascist  united front  government in the condit ions of 
a  -poli t ical  cr is is .  In so far  as  such a government wil l  
real ly prosecute the struggle against  the enemies of the 
pdop-leyand give a  free hand to the working class and the 
Communist  Party,  we Communists  shal l  accord i t  our 
unst inted support ,  and as soldiers  of  the revolution shall  
take our place in  the  f i rs t  l ine  of  f i re .  But we state frankly 



to  the  masses :  Final salvation th i s  government  cannot  
br ing .  I t  i s  no t  in  a  pos i t ion  to  over throw the  c lass  ru le  
of  the  explo i te rs ,  and  for  th i s  reason  cannot  f ina l ly  remove  
the danger of fascist counterrevolution. Consequently it 
i s  necessary  to  prepare  for  the  soc ia l i s t  revo lu t ion .  Sovie t  
power  and  only  Sovie t  power  can  br ing  sa lva t ion .  

In  es t imat ing  the  presen t  deve lopment  of  the  wor ld  
s i tua t ion ,  we  see  tha t  a  pol i t i ca l  cr i s i s  i s  matur ing  in  
qu i te  a  number  of  count r ies .  This  makes  a  f i rm dec is ion  
by  our  Congress  on  the  ques t ion  of  a  un i ted  f ron t  govern
ment  a  mat te r  of  g rea t  u rgency  and  impor tance .  

I f  our  par t ies  a re  ab le  to  u t i l i ze  in  a  Bolshevik  fash ion  
the  oppor tun i ty  of  fo rming  a  uni ted  f ron t  government  and  
of  waging  the  s t ruggle  for  the  format ion  and  main tenance  
in power of such a government, for the revolutionary 
training of the musses, this will be the best political justi
f ica t ion  of  our  po l icy  in  favour  of  the  format ion  of  un i ted  
f ron t  governments .  

F r o m  T h e  F a s c i s t  O f f e n s i v e  a n d  t h *  T a s k s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r  U n i t y  i n  t h e  S t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  C l a s s  A -
g a i n s t  F a s c i s m  —  R e p o r t  b e f o r e  t h e  S e v e n t h  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  
C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  A u g u s t  2 .  1 9 3 5  



ON THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE AGAINST 
FASCISM 

One of the weakest aspects of the anti-fascist struggle 
of our Parties is that they react inadequately and too slowly 
to the demagogy of fascism, and to this day continue to 
neglect the problems of the struggle against fascist ideo
logy. Many comrades did not believe that so reactionary 
3 °^.kourfico's ideology as the ideology of fascism, 
which in its stupidity frequently reaches the point of 
lunacy, would be able to gain any mass influence. This 
was a serious mistake. The putrefaction of capitalism 
penetrates to the innermost core of its ideology and cul
ture, while the desperate situation of wide masses of the 
people renders certain sections of them susceptible to 
infection from the ideological refuse of this putrefaction. 

Under no circumstances must we underrate fascism's 
power of ideological infection. On the contrary, we for 
our part must develop an extensive ideological struggle 
cased on clear, popular arguments and a correct, well 
thought out approach to the peculiarities of the national 
psychology of the masses of the people. 

« fascists are rummaging through the entire history 
nation so as to be able to pose as the heirs and 

SSWXf ?f a 1 ?at w/s exalted and heroic in its past-whi e all that was degrading or offensive to the national 
/if P60?1? they make use of as weapons 

hfina 25m-IeSr *ascism- Hundreds of books are 
LlXtf 11 • m ?eima£y with only one aim - to falsify the history of the German people and give it a 

44 



fasc is t  complexion.  The new-baked Nat ional  Socia l i s t  
h is tor ians  t ry  to  depic t  the  h is tory  of  Germany as  i f  for  
the  pas t  two thousand years ,  by  v i r tue  of  some his tor ica l  
law,  a  cer ta in  l ine  of  development  had run throughj t  l ike  
a  red  thread,  leading to  the  appearance  on the  his tor ica l  
scene of a national 'saviour', a 'Messiah' of the German 
people ,  a  cer ta in  'Corporal '  of  Austr ian extrac t ion.  In  
these  books  the  greates t  f igures  of  the  German people  of  
the  pas t  are  represented as  having been fasc is ts ,  whi le  
the  great  peasant  movements  are  se t  down as  the  di rec t  
precursors  of  the  fasc is t  movement .  

Mussol in i  does  h is  u tmost  to  make capi ta l  for  h imsel f  
out  of  the  heroic  f igure  of  Gar ibaldi .  The French fasc is ts  
br ing to  the  fore  as  the i r  heroine  Joan of  Arc .  The Ame
r ican fasc is ts  appeal  to  the  t radi t ions  of  the  American 
War  of  Independence,  the  t radi t ions  of  Washington and 
Lincoln .  The Bulgar ian  fasc is ts  make use  of  the  nat ional  
l ibera t ion movement  of  the  sevent ies  and i t s  heroes  belov
ed by the  people ,  Vass i l  Levski ,  S tefan Karadja  and 
others .  

Communis ts  who suppose  tha t  a l l  th is  has  nothing to  
do wi th  t l  .e  cause  of  the  working c lass ,  who do nothing to  
enl ighten the  masses  on  the  pas t  of  the i r  people ,  in  a  his
tor ica l ly  correc t  fashion,  in  a  genuinely  Marxis t ,  a  Le
ninist-Marxist spirit, who do nothing to link up the present 
struggle with the people's revolutionary traditions and 
past  — voluntar i ly  hand over  to  the  fasc is t  fa ls i f iers  a l l  
tha t  i s  va luable  in  the  his tor ica l  pas t  of  the  nat ion,  so  
tha t  they may dupe the  masses .  

No,  comrades ,  we are concerned with every important 
question, not only of the present and the future, but also 
of  the  pas t  o f  our  own peoples .  We Communis ts  do  not  
pursue  a  narrow pol icy  based on the  craf t  in teres ts  of  the  
workers .  We are  not  narrow-minded t rade  union func
t ionar ies ,  or  leaders  of  medieval  gui lds  of  handicraf ts 
men and journeymen.  We are  the  representa t ives  of  the  
c lass  in teres ts  of  the  most  impor tant ,  the  greates t  c lass  
of  modern socie ty  - -  the  working c lass ,  to  whose  des t iny 
i t  fa l l s  to  f ree  mankind f rom the  suffer ings  of  the  capi ta l 
is t  sys tem,  the  c lass  which in  one  s ix th  of  the  world  has  
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already cast off the yoke of capitalism and constitutes 
the ruling class. We defend the vital interests of all the 
exploited, toiling strata, that is, of the overwhelming 
majority in any capitalist country. 

We Communists are the i rreconci lable  opponents ,  in 
principle, of bourgeois nationalism in all its forms. But 
we are not supporters of national nihilism, and should 
never act as such. The task of educating the workers and 
all working people in the spirit of proletarian interna
tionalism is one of the fundamental tasks of every Com
munist Party. But anyone who thinks that this permits 
him, or even compels him, to sneer at all the national 
sentiments of the broad masses of working people is far 
from being a genuine Bolshevik, and has understood 
nothing of the teaching of Lenin on the national question. 

Lenin, who always fought bourgeois nationalism re
solutely and consistently, gave us an example of the cor
rect approach to the problem of national sentiments in 

is article 'On the National Pride of the Great Russians' 
written in 1914. He wrote: 

Are we class-conscious Great-Russian proletarians impervious 
to the feeling of national pride? Certainly not. We love our lan
guage and our motherland;we,more than any other group,are working 
to raise its labouring masses (i. e„ nine-tenths of its population) 
to the level of intelligent democrats and socialists. We, more than 
anybody are grieved to see and feel to what violence, oppression 
and mockery our beautiful motherland is being subjected by the 
)5a"st  hanflnen- the nobIes and the capitalists. We are proud of the 
act that those acts of violence met with resistance in our midst, 

D If*!.1? f thC °reat Russians; tha* this midst brought forth 
Radishchev. the Decembrists, the intellectuals revolutionaries of 
the seven ties; that in 1905 the Great Russian working class created 
a powerful revolutionary party of the masses. 

th.fTh "? "i'o WUh national Pride because of the knowledge 
it fG^at;RuSS 'an nation- ^ bas created a revolutionary 

class, that it too has proved capable of giving humanity great 
examples of struggle for freedom and for socialism; that its contri
bution is not confined solely to great pogroms, numerous scat-

I 
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f o ld s ,  t o r t u r e  cha mbe r s ,  s ev e r e  f amines  and  ab j ec t  s e rv i l i t y  before 
t h e  p r i e s t s ,  t h e  t s a r s ,  t h e  l andowne r s  and  t he  c a p i t a l i s t s .  

We  a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  na t i ona l  p r i de ,  an d  t he r e fo r e  we  particu
l a r l y  h a t e  ou r  s l av i sh  pa s t .  .  .  an d  ou r  s l av i sh  p r e se n t ,  i n  wh ic h  
the same landowners, aided by the capitalists, lead us into war to 
s t i f l e  Po l and  and  t he  Ukra ine ,  t o  t h ro t t l e  t he  de moc ra t i c  move 
m e n t  i n  Pe r s i a  and  i n  Ch ina ,  t o  s t r eng then  t he  gang  o f  Roma novs ,  
Bcb r in skys ,  Pu r i shkev i ches  t ha t  c ove r  w i th  sha me  ou r  Gree t -
Russ i an  na t i ona l  d ign i t y . *  

This  is  what  Lenin  wrote  on nat ional  pr ide .  
I  th ink,  comrades ,  tha t  when a t  the  Reichs tag  Fi re  

Tr ia l  the  fasc is ts  t r ied  to  s lander  the  Bulgar ians  as  a  
barbarous  people ,  I  was  not  wrong in  taking up the  defence  
of  the  nat ional  honour  of  the  working masses  of  the  Bul
gar ian  people ,  who are  s t ruggl ing heroica l ly  agains t  the  
fasc is t  usurpers ,  the  rea l  barbar ians  and savages ,  nor  
was  I  wrong in  declar ing tha t  I  had no cause  to  be  asham
ed of  be ing a  Bulgar ian ,  but  tha t ,  on  the  contrary ,  I  was  
proud of  be ing a  son of  the  heroic  Bulgar ian  working 
c lass .  

Comrades ,  prole tar ian  in ternat ional ism must ,  so  to  
speak,  ' acc l imat ize  i t se l f '  in  each country  in  order  to  
s t r ike  deep roots  in  i t s  na t ive  land.  National  forms of  the  
prole tar ian  c lass  s t ruggle  and of  the  labour  movement  in  
the  individual  countr ies  are  in  no contradic t ion to  prole
tar ian  in ternat ional ism;  on the  contrary ,  i t  i s  precise ly  
in these forms that the international interests of the prole
tar ia t  can be  successful ly  defended.  

I t  goes  wi thout  saying that  i t  i s  necessary  everywhere 
and on al l  occasions  to  expose  before  the  masses  and prove 
to  them concre te ly  tha t  the  f a sc i s t  bourgeois ie ,  on  the  
pre text  of  defending genera l  na t ional  in teres ts ,  i s  conduct
ing i t s  se l f i sh  pol icy  of  oppress ing and exploi t ing  i t s  own 
people ,  as  wel l  as  robbing and ens laving other  nat ions .  
But  we must  not  conf ine  ourselves  to  th is .  We must  a t  the  
same t ime prove by the  very  s t ruggle  of  the  workirgclass  
and the  ac t ions  of  the  Communis t  Par t ies  tha t  the  prole-

*  V .  I .  L e n i n ,  Collected Works. Vol. 18, p. 81 (Bu lga r i an  
edition Vol. 21, pp. 94-95) 
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ta r ia t ,  in  r i s ing agains t  every  manner  of  bondage and 
na t ional  oppress ion,  i s  the  only  t rue  f ighter  for  nat ional  
f reedom and the  independence of  the  people .  

The in teres ts  of  the  c lass  s t ruggle  of  the  prole tar ia t  
agains t  i t s  na t ive  exploi ters  and oppressors  are  not  in  
cont radic t ion to  the  in teres ts  of  a  f ree  and happy future  
of  the  nat ion.  On the  contrary ,  the  socia l i s t  revolut ion 
wi l l  s igni fy  the  salvat ion of  the  nat ion and wi l l  open up 
to  i t  the  road to  lof t ier  he ights .  By the  very  fact  of  bui ld
ing  a t  the  present  t ime i t s  c lass  organizat ions  and conso
l ida t ing i t s  pos i t ions ,  by  the  very  fac t  of  defending demo
cratic rights and liberties against fascism, by the very 
fac t  of  f ight ing for  the  over throw of  capi ta l i sm,  the  work
ing  c lass  i s  f ight ing for  the  fu ture  of  the  nat ion.  

The revolut ionary  prole tar ia t  i s  f ight ing to  save  the  
cul ture  of  the  people ,  to  l ibera te  i t  f rom the  shackles  of  
decaying monopoly  capi ia l i sm,  f rom barbarous  fasc ism,  
which is  laying violent  hands  on i t .  Only  the  prole tar ian  
revolut ion can aver t  the  des t ruct ion of  cul ture  and ra ise  
i t  to  i t s  h ighes t  f lower ing as  a  t ru ly  nat ional  cul ture  — 
nat ional  in  form and social is t  in  content  — which is  being 
rea l ized in  the  Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ics  before  
our  very  eyes .  

Prole tar ian  in ternat ional ism not  only  is  not  in  contra
d ic t ion to  th is  s t ruggle  of  the  working people  of  the  indivi 
dual  countr ies  for  na t ional ,  socia l  and cul tura l  f reedom,  
but ,  thanks  to  in ternat ional  prole tar ian  sol idar i ty  and 
f ight ing uni ty ,  assures  the  support  tha t  i s  necessary  for  
v ic tory  in  th is  s t ruggle .  The working c lass  in  the  capi ta l  -
11  c o u n ^ r | e s  c an t r iumph only  in  the  c loses t  a l l iance  with  
the victorious proletariat of the great Soviet Union. Only 
by s t ruggl ing hand in  hand wi th  the  prole tar ia t  of  the  
imper ia l i s t  countr ies  can the  colonia l  peoples  and oppres
sed national minorities achieve their freedom. The sole 
road to  v ic tory  for  the  prole tar ian  revolut ion in  the  im-1SiCrn t r i e i S  l l e s A h L r o u g h  the  revolut ionary  a l l iance  
of  the  working c lass  of  the  imper ia l i s t  countr ies  wi th  the  
nat ional  l ibera t ion movement  in  the  colonies  and depend
ent  countr ies  because ,  as  Marx taught  us  'no  nat ion 
can be  f ree  i f  i t  oppresses  o ther  nat ions . '  '  
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Communis ts  belonging to  an  oppressed,  dependent  
nat ion cannot  combat  chauvinism successful ly  among the  
people of their own nation if they do not at the same time 
show in  pract ice ,  in  the  mass  movement ,  tha t  they ac tu
a l ly  s t ruggle  for  the  l ibera t ion of  the i r  na t ion f rom the  
a l ien  yoke.  And again ,  en  the  o ther  hand,  the  Communis ts  
of  an  oppress ing nat ion cannot  do what  i s  necessary  to  
educate  the  working masses  of  the i r  na t ion in  the  spi r i t  
of  in ternat ional ism without  waging a  resolute  s t ruggle  
agains t  the  oppressor  pol icy  of  the i r  'own '  bourgeois ie ,  
for  the  r ight  of  complete  se l f -determinat ion for  the  nat ions  
kept  in  bondage by i t .  I f  they do not  do  th is ,  they l ike
wise  do not  make i t  eas ier  for  the  working people  of  the  
oppressed nat ion to  overcome thei r  na t ional is t  pre judices .  

I f  we ac t  in  th is  sp i r i t ,  i f  in  a l l  our  mass  work we prove 
convincingly  tha t  we are  f ree  of  both  nat ional  n ih i l i sm 
and bourgeois  na t ional ism,  then and only  then shal l  we 
be  able  to  wage a  rea l ly  successful  s t ruggle  agains t  the  
j ingo demagogy of  the  fasc is ts .  

That  is  the  reason why a  correc t  and pract ica l  appl ica
t ion  of  the  Leninis t  na t ional  pol icy  is  of  such paramount  
impor tance .  I t  i s  unquest ionably  an essent ial  prel iminary  
condi t ion  for  a  successful  s t ruggle  agains t  chauvinism — 
this  main  ins t rument  of  ideological  inf luence  o t  the  fasc is ts  
upon the  masses .  

F r o m  T h e  F a s c i s t  O f f e n s i v e  a n d  t h e  T a s k s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r  U n i t y  i n  t h e  S t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  C l a s s  A g a i n s t  
Fascism — Report before the Seventh World Congress of the 
C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 3 5  
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•WE OUGHT NEVER TO FORGET THE WORDS 
OF LENIN 

The unity, revolutionary solidarity and fighting pre
paredness  of  the Communist  Part ies  consti tute a  most  
valuable capital  which belongs not  only to us but  to the 
whole working class.  We have combined and shall  continue 
to combine our readiness to march joint ly with the Social  
Democrat ic  Part ies  and organizat ions to the struggle 
against  fascism with an irreconcilable s truggle against  
Social  Democracy as the ideology and pract ice of com
promise with the bourgeoisie,  and consequently also 
against  any penetrat ion of this  ideology into our own 
ranks.  

In boldly and resolutely carrying out  the policy of the 
united front ,  we meet  in our own ranks with obstacles 
which we must  remove at  al l  costs  in the shortest  possible 
t ime.  

After  the Sixth Congress of  the Communist  Interna
tional, a successful struggle was waged in all Communist 
Parties of the capitalist countries against any tendency 
towards an opportunist adaptation to the conditions of 
capitalist stabilization and against any infection with 
reformist  and legal is t  i l lusions.  Our Part ies  purged their  
ranks of various kinds of Right  opportunists ,  thus strength
ening their  Bolshevik unity and f ighting capacity.  Less 
successful ,  and frequently entirely lacking,  was the f ight  
against  sectarianism.  Sectarianism no longer manifested 
i tself  in primit ive,  open forms,  as  in the f irs t  years of  the 
existence of the Communist  International ,  but ,  under 
cover of  a  formal recognit ion of the Bolshevik theses,  
hindered the development of  a  Bolshevik mass policy.  
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In  our  day  th i s  i s  o f ten  no  longer  an  ' in fan t i le  d i sorder , '  
a s  Lenin  wrote ,  hu t  a deeply  rooted  v ice ,  which  mus t  be  
shaken  of f  o r  i t  wi l l  be  imposs ib le  to  so lve  the  problem 
of  es tab l i sh ing  the  un i ted  f ron t  of  the  pro le ta r ia t  and  of  
l ead ing  the  masses  f rom the  pos i t ions  of  re formism to  the  
s ide  of  revolu t ion .  

In  the  presen t  s i tua t ion  sec ta r ian ism,  se l f - sa t i s f i ed  
sec ta r ian ism,  as  we  des igna te  i t  in  the  draf t  reso lu t ion ,  
more  than  any th ing  e l se  impede  , 1 ,  ou r  s t ruggle  for  the  rea l i 
za t ion  of  the  un i ted  f ron t :  sec ta r ian ism,  sa t i s f ied  wi th  i t s  
doctr ina ire  nam wncss ,  i t s  d ivorce  f rom the  rea l  l i fe  of  the  
masses ,  sa t i s f ied  wi th  i t s  s impl i f i ed  methods  of  so lv ing  
the  mos t  complex  problems of  the  work ing  c lass  move
ment  on  the  bas i s  of  s te reo type  schemes ;  sec ta r ian ism 
which  professes  to  know a l l  and  cons iders  i t  super f luous  
to  learn  f rom the  masses ,  f rom the  lessons  of  the  l aboi r  
men t ine  n t ;  in  shor t ,  sec ta r ian ism,  to  which ,  as  they  say ,  
mounta ins  a re  mere  s tepping  s tones .  Se l f - sa t i s f ied  sec ta r 
ian ism wil l  no t  and  cannot  unde  r s tand  tha t  the  leadersh ip  
of  the  work ing  c lass  by  the  Communis t  Par ty  does  no t  
come of  i t se l f .  The  lead ing  ro le  of  the  Communis t  Par ty  
in  the  s t ruggles  of  the  work ing  c lass  mus t  be  won.  For  
th i s  purpose  i t  i s  necessary ,  no t  to  ran t  about  the  lead ing  
ro le  of  the  Communis t s ,  bu t  to  earn  and  win  the  conf idence  
o f  the  work ing  masses  by everyday  mass  work  and  a  ccr -
ree t  po l icy .  This  wi l l  be  poss ib le  on ly  i f  in  our  po l i t i ca l  
work  we  Communis t s  se i  ious ly  t ake  in to  account  the  ac tua l  
leve l  of  the  c lass  consc iousness  of  the  masses ,  the  degree  
to  which  thev  have  become revolu t ion ized ,  i f  we  sober ly  
appra i se  the  ac tua l  s i tua t ion ,  no t  on  the  bas i s  of  our  wishes  
bu t  on  the  bas i s  of  the  ac tua l  s ta te  of  a  fa i r s .  Pa t ien t ly ,  
s tep  by  s tep ,  we  must  make  i t  eas ie r  for  the  broad  masses  
to  come over  to  the  Communis t  pos i t ion .  We ought  never  
to  forge t  the  words  e f  Lenin ,  who warns  us  as  s t rongly  

" S  K l i te  whole  po in t  -  we - I  not  regor r l tha t  wl . ic  
, s  obso le te  to ,  ns  os  obso le te  to r  the  c loss .  es  obso le te  to r  the  mosses . •  

•  V  I  L e n i n .  • L e l l - V i n i f  C o m m u n i s m ,  a n  I n / u n t i l e  
v  ' •  L  c  "  '  . . .  m r  - j o t  ( B u l g a r i a n  e d i t i o n .  V o l .  

Disorder .  Col lec ted  Works ,  \o l .  25 .  p•  JU!  1 
31,  p .  44)  
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I s  i t  no t  a  fac t ,  comrades ,  tha t  in  our  ranks  there  are  
s t i l l  qu i te  a  few such  doc t r ina i re  e lements ,  who a t  a l l  
t imes  and  p laces  sense  no th ing  hut  danger  in  the  pol icy  
o f  the  un i ted  f ron t?  For  such  comrades  the  whole  uni ted  
f ron t  i s  one  unre l ieved  per i l .  But  th i s  sec ta r ian  ' s t i ck ing  
to  pr inc ip le '  i s  no th ing  but  po l i t i ca l  he lp lessness  in  face  
o f  the  d i f f icu l t ies  of  d i rec t ly  lead ing  the  s t ruggle  of  the  
masses .  

Sec ta r ian ism f inds  express ion  par t icu lar ly  in  overes t i 
mat ing  the  revolu t ion iza t ion  of  ihe  masses ,  in  overes t i 
mat ing  the  speed  a t  which  they  a re  abandoning  the  pos i 
t ions  of  re formism,  and  in  a t tempt ing  to  leap  over  di f f i 
cu l t  s tages  and  the  compl ica ted  tasks  of  the  movement .  
In  prac t ice ,  methods  of  l ead ing  the  masses  have  f requent ly  
been  rep laced  by  the  methods  of  l ead ing  a  nar row par ty  
g roup .  The  s t rength  of  the  t rad i t iona l  t i e -up  be tween  the  
masses  and  the i r  o rganiza t ions  and  leaders  was  under 
es t imated ,  and  when the  masses  d id  no t  break  of f  these  
connec t ions ,  immedia te ly  the  a t t i tude  taken  toward  
them was  jus t  as  harsh  as  tha t  adopted  toward  the i r  reac
t ionary  leaders .Tac t ics  and  s logans  have  tended  to  become 
s te reo type  for  a l l  count r ies ,  the  spec ia l  fea tures  of  the  
ac tua l  s i tua t ion  in  each  ind iv idua l  count ry  be ing  le f t  
ou t  of  account .  The  necess i ty  of  s tubborn  s t ruggle  in  the  
very  mids t  of  the  masses  themselves  to  win  the i r  conf i 
dence  has  been  ignored ,  the  s t ruggle  for  the  par t ia l  de
mands  of  the  workers  and  work  in  the  re formis t  t rade  
U ? l 0 - ru  a n d  f . a s c ' s t  mass  organiza t ions  have  been  neglec t  -

t  j  P o l i c y uni ted  f ron t  has  f requent ly  been  
rep laced  by  bare  appea ls  and  abs t rac t  p ropaganda .  

In  no  less  a  degree  have  sec ta r ian  v iews  h indered  the  
cor rec t  se lec t ion  of  people ,  the  t ra in ing  and  deve loping  
of  cadres  connec ted  with  the  masses ,  enjoy ing  the  conf i -

/  w  m a ^ S ' , C a d r e s  w h o s e  revolu t ionary  met t le  
aTcar2^f a h n d  ' "P  , i n  d a S S  b a t t 1 ^  cadres  capable  
Bohhptiih\ 6 J exPerience of mass  work  wi th  a  Bolshevik s staunchness of principle. 

ed  the^row/hoUhp" 1 ^ 3 5  t 0  3  c o n s ' de rab le  ex ten t  re ta rd-
to  car rvTut  a  rea l  XT U n r  P a r t i e s -  "™de i t  d i f f icu l t  to  car ry  ou t  a  rea l  mass  po l icy ,  p revented  our  tak ing  
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a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  e n e m y  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m o v e m e n t ,  
a n d  h i n d e r e d  t h e  w i n n i n g o v e r o f  t h e  b r o a d  m a s s e s  o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s .  

W h i l e  f i g h t i n g  m o s t  r e s o l u t e l y  t o  o v e r c o m e  a n d  
e x t e r m i n a t e  t h e  l a s t  r e m n a n t s  o f  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  s e c t a r i a n 
i s m ,  w e  m u s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  e v e r y  w a y  o u r  v i g i l a n c e  t o w a r d  
R i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  a n d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i t  a n d  a g a i n s t  
e v e r y  o n e  o f  i t s  c o n c r e t e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g  i n  m i n d  
t h a t  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  R i g h t  o p p o r t u n i s m  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  a - *  t l i e  b r o a d  u n i t e d  f r o n t  d e v e l o p s .  A l r e a d y  
t h e r e  a r e  t e n d e n c i e s  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
P a r t v  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  a n d  t o  e f f e c t  a  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  i d e o l o g y .  N o r  m u s t  
w e  l o o s e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  
f ron t  a re  a  method  of  c lear ly  convinc ing  the  Soc ia l  De-
m o i r a t i c  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  i n c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h e  r e f o r m i s t  p o l i c y ,  a n d  
that thev are not a reconciliation with Social Democratic 
i d e o l o g y  a n d  p r a c t i c e .  A  s u c c e s s f u l  s t r u g g l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  u n i t e d  f r o n t  i m p e r a t i v e l y  d e m a n d s  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  
in our ranks against tendencies to depreciate the role of 
t h e  P a r t p .  a g a i n s t  l e g a l i s t  i l l u s i o n s ,  a g a i n s t  r e l i a n c e  o n  
s p o n t a n e i t y  a n d  a u t o m a t i s m ,  b o t h  i n  l i q u i d a t i n g  f a s c i s m  
and in implementing the united front against the slightest 
vacillation at the moment of decisive action. 

F r o m  T h e  F a s c i s t  O f f e n s i v e  a n d  t h e  T a s k s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r  U n i t y  i n  t h e  S t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  C l a s s  
A g a i n s t  F a s c i s m — R e p o r t  b e f o r e  t h e  S e v e n t h  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  
C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 3 5  



THE STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM MUST BE 
CONCRETE 

No general characterization of fascism, however cor
rect in itself, can relieve us of the need to study and take 
into account the special features of the development ol 
fascism and the various forms of fascist dictatorship in 
the individual countries and at its various stages. It is 
necessary in each country to investigate, study and ascer
tain the national peculiarities, the specific national fea-

fu J fasc'sm and to map out accordingly effective 
methods and forms of struggle against fascism. 

ieij^n Pcrsistently warned us against such 'stereotyped 
methods, such mechanical levelling and identification 
ot tactical rules, of rules of struggle.' This warning is 
particularly to the point when it is a question of fighting 
an enemy who so subtly and Jesuitically exploits the na
tional sentiments and prejudices of the masses and the 
ant 1-capitalist inclinations in the interests of big capital. 
Such an enemy must be known to perfection, from every 
angle. We must, without any delay whatever, react to 
his various manoeuvres, discover his hidden moves, be 
prepared to repel him in any arena and at any moment. 
We must not hesitate even to learn from the enemy if 
that will help us more quickly and more effectively to 
wring his neck. 

It would be a gross mistake t© lay down any sort of 
universal scheme of the development of fascism, valid for 
all countries and all peoples. Seek a scheme would not 
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help but would hamper us in carrying on a real struggle. 
Apart from everything else, it would result in indiscri
minately thrusting into the camp of fascism those sections 
of the population which, if properly approached, could 
at a certain stage of development be brought into the 
struggle against fascism or could at least be neutralized. 

From Unity of the Working Class Against Fascism — Conclud
ing speech before the Seventh World Congress of the Comintern. 
August 13, 1935 



ATTITUDE TOWARDS BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY 

I t  was already pointed out  during the discussion that  
whi le  mobil iz ing the masses  to  repel  the onslaught  of  
fascism against  the r ights  of  the  working people ,  the 
Pol ish Par ty  at  the same t ime 'had i ts  misgivings about  
formulat ing posi t ive democrat ic  demands les t  th is  would 
create  democrat ic  i l lusions among the masses . '  The 
Pol ish Par ty  is ,  of  course,  not  the only one in  which 
such fear  of  formulat ing posi t ive democrat ic  demands 
exis ts  in  one form or  another .  

Where does this  fear  s tern f rom, comrades? I t  comes 
f rom an incorrect ,  non-dialect ical  concept ion of  our  a t t i 
tude towards bourgeois  democracy.  We Communists  are  
unswerving upholders  of  Soviet  democracy,  the great  
example of  which is  the proletar ian dictatorship in  the 
Soviet  Union,  where the introduct ion of  equal  suffrage 
and the direct  and secret  bal lot  has  been proclaimed by 
resolut ion of  the  Seventh Congress  of  Soviets ,  a t  the very 
t ime when the las t  vest iges  of  bourgeois  democracy are  
being wiped out  in  the capi ta l is t  countr ies .  This  Soviet  
democracy presupposes  the victory of  the  proletar ian revo
lut ion,  the conversion of  pr ivate  ownership of  the  means of  
product ion into publ ic  ownership,  the adopt ion of  the  road 
to  social ism by the overwhelming majori ty  of  the  people .  
This  democracy does not  represent  a  f inal  form ; i t  develops 
and wil l  cont inue to  develop,  depending on the fur ther  
achievements  of  social is t  construct ion,  in  the creat ion of  a  
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class less  socie ty  and in  the  overcoming of  the  survivals  of  
capi ta l i sm in  economic  l i fe  and in  the  mindsof  the  people .  

But  today the  mi l l ions  of  working people  l iv ing under  
capi ta l i sm are  faced wi th  the  necess i ty  of  deciding thei r  
a t t i tude  to  those  forms in  which the  ru le  of  the  bourgeois ie  
i s  c lad  in  the  var ious  countr ies .  We are  not  Anarchis ts ,  
and i t  i s  not  a t  a l l  a  mat ter  of  indi f ference  to  us  what  k ind 
of  pol i t ica l  regime exis ts  in  any given country:  whether  a  
bourgeois  d ic ta torship  in  the  form of  bourgeois  democracy,  
even wi th  democrat ic  r ights  and l iber t ies  great ly  cur ta i led ,  
or  a  bourgeois  d ic ta torship  in  i t s  open,  fasc is t  form.  Whi le  
being upholders of Soviet democracy, we shall defend every 
inch of the democratic gains which the working class has 
wrested in the course of years of stubborn struggle, and 
shall resolutely fight to extend these gains. 

How great  were  the  sacr i f ices  of  the  Br i t i sh  working 
c lass  before  i t  secured the  r ight  to  s t r ike ,  a  legal  s ta tus  for  
i t s  t rade  unions ,  the  r ight  of  assembly and f reedom of  the  
press ,  extens ion of  the  f ranchise ,  and other  r ights .  How 
many tens  of  thousands  of  workers  gave thei r  l ives  in  the  
revolut ionary  bat t les  fought  in  France  in  the  n ineteenth  
century  to  obta in  the  e lementary  r ights  and the  lawful  
oppor tuni ty  of  organiz ing thei r  forces  for  the  s t ruggle  
agains t  the  exploi ters .  The prole tar ia t  of  a l l  countr ies  has  
shed much of  i t s  b lood to  win  bourgeois-democrat ic  l iber
t ies  and wi l l  na tura l ly  f . 'ght  wi th  a l l  i t s  s t rength  to  re ta in  
them.  

Our attitude to bourgeois democracy is not the same 
under all conditions. For instance, at the time of the Oc
tober Revolution, the Russian Bolsheviks engaged in a 
life-and-death struggle against all those political parties 
which, under the slogan of the defence of bourgeois de
mocracy, opposed the establishment of the proletarian 
dictatorship. The Bolsheviks fought these parties because 
the banner of bourgeois democracy had at that time beco
me the standard around which all counter-revolutionary 
forces mobilized to challenge the victory of the proletariat. 
The situation is quite different in the capitalist countries 
at present. Now the fascist counter-revolution is attacking 
bourgeois democracy in an effort to establish the most 
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barbarous  regime of  exploi ta t ion  and suppress ion of  t l® 
working masses .  Now the  working masses  in  a number of  
capitalist countries are faced with the necessity of making 
a definite choice, and of making it today, not between 
proletarian dictatorship and bourgeois democracy, but 
between bourgeois  democracy and fasc ism.  

Besides ,  we have now a  . - . i tna t ion which di f fers  f rom 
tha t  which exis ted ,  for  example ,  in  the  epoch of  capi ta l 
ist stabilization. At that time fascist danger was not as 
acute  as  i t  i s  today.  At  tha t  t ime i t  was  bourgeois  dic ta
torship  in  the  form of  bourgeois  democracy that  the  revo
lutionary workers were facing in a number of countries and 
i t  was  agains t  bourgeois  democracy that  thev were  con
cent ra t ing thei r  f i re .  In  Germany,  they fought  agains t  the  
Weimar  Republ ic ,  not  because  i t  was  a  republ ic ,  but  be
cause  i t  was  a  bourgeois  republ ic  tha t  was  engaged in  
c rushing the  revolut ionary  movement  of  'he  prole tar ia t ,  
especia l ly  in  1918-20 and in  1923.  

But  could  the  Communis ts  re ta in  the  same posi t ion  
a lso  when the  fasc is t  movement  began to  ra ise  i t s  head,  
when,  for  ins tance ,  in  1932 the  fa-c is ts  in  Germany were  
organiz ing and arming hundreds  of  thousands  of  s torm 
troopers agains t  the  working c lass?  Of  covr c e  not .  I t  was  
the  mis take  of  the  Communis ts  in  a  number  of  countr ies ,  
par t icular ly  in  Germany,  tha t  they fa i led  to  take  account  
of  the  changes  tha t  had taken place ,but  cont  n i  ed  to  repeat  
the  s logans  and mainta in  the  tac t ica l  pos i t ions  tha t  had 
been correct  a  few years  before ,  especia l ly  w ben the  s t rug-

o r ,  e  P5° ' e ^ a r ' a n  dic tarorship  was  an  immedia te  issue ,  
and when the  ent i re  German counter- revolut ion was  ra l ly-

IKs-to r of the Weimar RePublic- 25 jt did 

^And the circumstance that even today we can still 
notice in our ranks a fear of  launching posi t ive  democrat ic  
slogans indicates how little our comrades have mastered 
the Marxist-Lenmist method of approach;™ 
ant problems of our tactics. skSTePSy Vhat' the 
for democratic rights may divert the workers from°the 
struggle for he proletarian dictatorship.lt may not £ 
amiss to recall what Lenin said on this question* 
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I t  w o u l d  b e  . i  f u n d a m e n t a l  m i s t a k e  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g 
g l e  f o r  d e m o c r a c y  c a n  d i v e r t  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  f r o m  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e 
v o l u t i o n ,  r r  o b s c u r e  o r  o v e r s h a d o w  i t ,  e t c .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  j u s t  
a s  s o c i a l i s m  c a n n o t  b e  v i c t o r i o u s  u n l e s s  i t  i n t r o d u c e s  c o m p l e t e  
d e m o c r a c y ,  s o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  v i c t o r y  
o v e r  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  u n l e s s  i t  w a g e s  a  m a n y - s i d e d ,  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  f o r  d e m o c r a c y . *  

Those  words  should  be  f i rmly  f ixed  in  the  memories  o f  
a l l  our  comrades ,  hear ing  in  mind  that  in  h i s tory  great  re 
vo lut ions  have  grown out  o f  smal l  movements  for  the  de 
fence  o f  the  e l ementary  r ights  o f  the  working  c lass .  But  in  
order  to  he  ab le  to  l ink  up  the  s trugg le  for  democrat ic  
r ights  wi th  the  s trugg le  o f  the  working  c lass  for  soc ia l i sm,  
i t  i s  necessary  f i r s t  and  foremost  to  d i scard  any  cut -and-
dr ied  approach  to  the  ques t ion  o f  de fence  or  bourgeo i s  
democracy .  

F r o m  U n i t y  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  C l o u s  A g a i n s t  F a s c i s m  —  
C onc lud ing  speech  be fo r e  t he  S e v e n t h  W o r l d  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  C o 
m in te rn ,  Augus t  13 ,  1933  

*  V .  I  L e n i n ,  Socia l i s t  Revolution and tht Right of 
Nations to Self-determination. Collected Works, Vol. 19, p. 88 
( B u l g a r i a n  e d i t i o n ,  V o l .  2 2 ,  p  1 4 5 )  



* IT  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  L E A R N  A N D  T O  FIGHT,  
T O  F I G H T  A N D  T O  L E A R N  

Comrades ,  as  you  know,  cardrcs  rece ive  the i r  bes t  
t r a in ing  in  the  process  o f  s t ruggle ,  in  surmount ing  d i f 
f i cu l t ies  and  w i ths tanding  tes t s ,  and  a l so  f rom favourable  
and  unfavourable  examples  of  conduct .  We have  hundreds  
of  examples  of  sp lendid  conduct  in  t imes  o t  s t r ikes ,  dur ing  
demons t ra t ions ,  in  ja i l ,  in  cour t .  We have  thousands  of  
ins tances  of  hero ism,  bu t  unfor tuna te lv  a l so  no t  a  few 
cases  c f  fa in t -hear tedness ,  l ack  of  f i rmness  and  even  de
ser t ion .  We of ten  forge t  these  examples ,  bo th  good and  
bad .  We do  not  teach  people  to  benef i t  by  these  examples .  
We do  not  show them what  should  be  emu 'a ted  and  what  
re jec ted .  We must  s tudy  the  conduct  of  our  comrades  and  
mi l i t an t  workers  dur ing  c lass  conf l ic t s ,  under  po l ice  in 
te r roga t ion ,  in  the  ja i l s -and  concent ra t ion  camps ,  in  
cour t ,  e tc .  The  good examples  should  be  brought  to  l igh t  
and  he ld  up  as  models  to  be  fo l lowed,  and  a l l  tha t  i s  
ro t ten .  non-Bolshevik  and  phi l i s t ine  should  be  cas t  as ide .  
S ince  the  Reich ts tag  F i re  Tr ia l  we  have  had  qui te  a  few 
comrades  whose  s ta tements  before  bourgeois  and  fasc i s t  
cour t s  show tha t  numerous  cadres  a re  growing  up  wi th  
an  exce l len t  unders tanding  of  what  rea l ly  cons t i tu tes  
Bolshevik  conduct  in  cour t .  

But how many even of you, delegates to the Congress, 
know the details of the trial of the railway men in Ru
mania; know about the-trial of Fiete Schulze,-who was 
subsequently beheaded by the fascists in Germany the 
trial of our valiant Japanese comrade Itsikawa, the trial of 
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the  Bulgar ian  revolu t ionary  so ld ie rs ,  and  many o ther  
t r ia l s  a t  which  admirab le  examples  of  p ro le ta r ian  hero ism 
wefe  d i sp layed  ?  

Such  wor thy  examples  of  p ro le ta r ian  hero ism must  be  
popular ized ,  mus t  be  cont ras ted  wi th  the  mani fes ta t ions  
of  fa in t -hear tedness .ph i l i s t in i sm.  and  every  k ind  of  ro t ten
ness  and  f ra i l ly  in  our  ranks  and  the  ranks  of  the  work ing  
c lass .Tlu . -e  example^  mus t  be  used  mos t  ex tens ive ly  in  edu
ca t ing  the  cadres  of  the  workers '  movement .  

Comrades ,  our  Par te  leaders  o f ten  compla in  tha t  there  
a re  no  people ,  tha t  the \  a re  shor t  of  people  for  ag i ta t iona l  
and  propaganda  work ,  for  the  newspapers ,  the  t rade  unions  
for  work  among the  youth ,  among women.  Not  enough,  
no t  enough — tha t  i s  the  c ry .  We s imply  haven ' t  go t  the  
people .  To  th i s  we  could  rep ly  in  the  o ld  ye t  e te rna l ly  new 
words  of  Lenin :  

There are n o  p e o p l e  —  y e t  t h e r e  a r e  e n o r m o u s  n u m b e r s  o f  p e o p l e .  
T h e r e  e r e  e n o r m o u s  n u m b e r s  o f  p e i  p i e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  
a n d  e v e r  m e r e  d i v e r s e  s t r a t a  o f  s o c i e t y ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r ,  t h r o w  u p  
f r o m  t h e i r  r a n k s  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  d i s c o n t e n t e d  p e o p l e  w h o  
d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e s t .  .  .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e  h a v e  n o  p e o p l e ,  b e c a u s e  
w e  h a \ e .  .  .  n o  t a l e n t e d  o r g a n i z e r s  c a p a b l e  o f  o r g a n i z i n g  e x t e n s i v e  
a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  u n i f o r m  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s  w o r k  t h a t  w o u l d  g i v e  
e m p l o y m e n t  t o  a l l  f o r c e s ,  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e . *  

These  words  of  Lenin  mus t  be  thoroughly  grasped  by  our  
Par t ies  and  appl ied  by  them as  a  gu ide  in  the i r  everyday  
work .  There  a re  p len ty  of  people .  They  need  on ly  to  be  d i s 
covered  in  our  own organiza t ions ,  dur ing  s t r ikes  and  de
mons t ra t ions ,  in  var ious  mass  organiza t ions  of  the  workers ,  
in  un i ted  f ron t  bodies .  They  must  be  he lped  to  grow in  
the  course  of  the i r  work  and  s t ruggle ,  they  mus t  be  pu t  in  a  
s i tua th  n  where  they  can  rea l ly  be  usefu l  to  the  workers '  
cause .  

Comrades ,  we  Communis t s  a re  people  of  ac t ion .  Ours  i s  
the  problem of  p rac t ica l  s t ruggle  aga ins t  the  of fens ive  of  
cap i ta l ,  aga ins t  fasc i sm and  the  th rea t  of  imper ia l i s t  war ,  

*  Y .  I .  L e i t i  n .  W h a t  I s  t o  Be D o n e ,  C o l l e c t e d  W o r k s ,  V o l .  
4  p .  4 5 9  ( B u l g a r i a n  e d i t i o n  1 9 5 1 ,  V o l .  5 .  p .  4 9 0 )  
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the  s t ruggle  for  the overthrow of  capi ta l ism.  It is precialj 
this practical task that obliges Communist cadres to equip 
themselves with revolutionary theory,for theory gives those 
engaged in practical work the power of orientation, 
clarity of vision, assurance in work, belief in the triumph 
of  our  cause.  

But  real  revolut ionary theory is  i r reconci lably host i le  
to  a l l  emasculated theorizing,  a l l  barren play with ab
stract definitions. 'Our theory is not a dogma, but a guide 
to  act ion- , '  Lenin used to  say.  I t  is  such a  theory that  our  
cadres  need,  and they need i t  as  badly as  they need their  
dai ly  bread,  as  they need air  or  water .  

Whoever  real ly  wishes to  r id  cur  work of  deadening,  
cut-and-dried schemes,  of  pernicious scholast ic ism,  must  
burn them out  wi .h  a  red-hot  i ron,  ho h by pract ical ,  act ive 
s t ruggle  waged together  with and at  the head of  the  masses ,  
and by untir ing ef fort  to  master  the mighty,  fer t i le ,  a l l -
powerful  teaching of  Marx,  Engels ,  Lenin.  

In  this  connect ion I  consider  i t  par t icular ly  necessary 
to draw your attention to the work of our Party schools. 
I t  is  not  pedants ,  moral izers  or  adepts  a t  quot ing that  our  
schools  must  t ra in .  No.  I t  is  pract ical  f ront-rank f ighters  
in  the cause of  the  working class  that  should graduate  from 

r  r®'P. e oP' e  are  front-rank f ighters  not  only because 
of  their  boldness  and readiness  for  self-sacr i f ice ,  but  
a lso because they see fur ther  than rank-and-f i le  workers  
and know bet ter  than they the path that  leads to  the eman
cipat ion of  the  working people .  All  sect ions of  the  Com
munist  Internat ional  must  without  any di l ly-dal lying 
ser iously take up the quest ion of  the  proper  organizat ion 

a i t -  u .  0  '  ' n  o r i^ e r  to  turn them into smithies where 
these f ight ing cadres  are  forged.  
ic  °* o u r  schools ,  i t  seems to  me,  
is  to  teach the Par ty  and Young Communist  League mem
bers  there  how to apply the Marxis t -Leninis t  method to  
the concrete  s i tuat ion in  par t icular  countr ies ,  to  def ini te  
condi t ions not  the s t ruggle  against  an enemy ' in  general , '  
but  against  a  par t icular ,  def ini te  enemy.  This  makes ne
cessary a  s tudy of  not  merely the le t terof  Leninism,  but  
i ts  l iving revolut ionary spir i t .  
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There  are  two ways  of  t ra in ing cadres  in  our  Par ty  
schools :  

F i rs t  method:  teaching people  abs t rac t  theory ,  t ry ing 
to  g ive  them the  greates t  poss ib le  dose  of  dry  learning,  
coaching them how to  wri te  theses  and resolut ions  in  a  l i te 
rary  s ty le ,  and only  incidenta l ly  touching upon the  prob
lems of  the  par t icular  country ,  of  the  par t icular  labour  
movement ,  i t s  h is tory  and t radi t ions ,  and the  exper ience  
of  the  Communis t  Par ty  in  ques t ion.  

Second method:  theore t ica l  t ra in ing in  which master 
ing the  fundamenta l  pr inciples  of  Marxism-Leninism is  
based on pract ica l  s tudy by the  s tudent  of  the  key prob
lems of  the  s t ruggle  of  the  prole tar ia t  in  h is  own country .  
On re turning to  h is  pract ica l  work,  the  s tudent  wi l l  then 
be able to find his bearings by himself, and become an 
independent practical organizer and leader capable of 
leading the masses in battle against the class enemy. 

Kot  a l l  graduates  of  our  Par ty  schools  prove to  be  sui t 
able .  There  are  many phrases ,  abs t rac t ions ,  a  good deal  of  
book knowledge and show of  learning.  But  we need rea l ,  
t ru ly  Bolshevik  organizers  and leaders  of  the  masses .  And 
we need them badly  th is  \e ry  day.  I t  does  not  mat ter  i f  
such s tudents  cannot  wri te  good theses  ( though we need 
tha t  very  much,  loo) ,  but  they must  know how to  organ
ize  and lead,  undaunted by di f f icul t ies ,  capable  of  sur
mount ing them.  

Revolut ionary  theory  is  the  genera l ized,  summarized 
exper ience  of  the  revolut ionary  movement .  Communis ts  
must  careful ly  u t i l ize  in  the i r  countr ies  not  only  the  expe
r ience  of  the  pas t  but  a lso  the  exper ience  of  the  present  
s t ruggle  of  o ther  detachments  of  the  in ternat ional  workers '  
movement .  However ,  correc t  u t i l iza t ion of  exper ience  does  
not  by  any means  denote  mechanical  t ransposi t ion  of  ready-
made forms and methods  of  s t ruggle  f rom one se t  of  condi
t ions  to  another ,  f rom one country  to  another ,  as  so  of ten  
happens  in  our  Par t ies .  Bare  imi ta t ion ,  s imple  copying of  
methods  and forms of  work,  even of  the  Communis t  Par ty  
of  the  Sovie t  Union,  in  countr ies  where  capi ta l i sm is  s t i l l  
supreme,  may wi th  the  bes t  of  in tent ions  resul t  in  harm 
ra ther  than good,  as  has  so  of ten  ac tual ly  been the  case .  
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I t  i s  precise ly  f rom the  exper ience  of  the  Russ ian  Bolshe
v iks  tha t  we must  learn  to  apply  effec tual ly ,  to  the  speci f ic  
conditions of life in each country, the single international 
l ine \  in  the  s t ruggle  agains t  capi ta l i sm we must  learn  
p i t i less ly  to  cas t  as ide ,  p i l lory  and hold  up to  genera l  r id i 
cule all phrase-mongering, use of hackneyed formulas, 
pedantry and dogmatism. 

I t  i s  necessary  to  learn ,  comrades ,  to  learn  a lways ,  a t  
every  s tep ,  in  the  course  of  the  s t ruggle ,  a t  l iber ty  and in  
ja i l .  To learn  and to  f ight ,  to  f ight  and to  learn .  We must  
be  able  to  combine  the  great  teaching of  Marx,  Engels  
and Lenin  wi th  f i rmness  in  our  work and s t ruggle ,  wi th  
'pr incipled  irreconci labi l i ty  towards  the  c lass  enemy and 
the renegates from the bolshevik line, with fearlessness 
in front of the difficulties, and with revolutionary realism. 

From U ni t y  o f  t he  W o r k i n g  d i s s  Aga ins t  Fasc i s m  — Con
cluding speech before the Seventh World Congress of the Comintern, 
August 13, 1935 



•BE FEARLESS AND INDEPENDENT AND TAKE 
THE INITIATIVE! 

We expect that on the basis of the experience you already 
have, and also basing yourselves upon the decisions of the 
Seventh Congress of the Communist International, you 
will succeed in finding the correct roads for the solution of 
the most important tasks of your movement, a task con
nected with uniting the forces of the entire non-fascist 
youth, and of those of working class youth in the first 
place, the task of achieving unity with socialist youth. 

But you will be unable to do this if the Young Com
munist Leagues try, as in the past, to organize their ranks 
as Communist Youth Parties, if, as they did before, they 
confine themselves to a sectarian life, isolated from the 
masses. 

The whole of the anti-fascist youth is interested in 
uniting and organizing their forces. That is why, comrades, 
you must find such ways, such forms and methods of work 
as will ensure the creation of a new type of mass youth or
ganizations in the capitalist countries to which the vital 
interests of the working youth will not be alien: the crea
tion of organizations which, without copying the Party, 
will fight for all the interests of youth, and educate it in 
the spirit of the class struggle, of proletarian international
ism, in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism. 

This demands of the Congress the most serious check-up 
and re-appraisal of the work of the Young Communist 
Leagues so that they might be reconstructed in actual fact, 
and that all that hinders the development of mass work 
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and the creation of a united front and the unity of youth 
might be fearlessly removed. 

We expect that the Communist Youth International 
will construct its entire activity in such a way as to rally 
and unite all the professional, cultural, educational and 
sports organizations of working youth, all the revolution
ary and anti-fascist youth organizations for the struggle 
against fascism and war, for the rights of the young ge
neration. 

We note with great joy that our young comrades in 
France and the United States of America have actively 
joined the successfully developing mass movement of the 
united front of youth, and have already achieved very 
promising successes in this field. All the sections of the 
Communist Youth International should learn from this 
experience of the French and American comrades (Ap
plause). 

In many countries the communist and the socialist 
youth are already drawing ever closer to each other, a 
striking example of which is the presence at the present 
Congress of the Communist Youth International of repre
sentatives not only of the communist but of the socialist 
youth of Spain as well (Applause.) 

And thus, comrades, advance fearlessly along the road 
ot unity with socialist youth, and create together with it 
common and united organizations. Advance fearlessly 
along the road of unity with all the forces of anti-fascist 
youth. 

^*ecytive Committee of the Communist Interna-
'°"a'w'" *™th all its forces encourage and support your 
Se lor ^r1.ac, IV'.ty ln'he,slrug8le lor unity,in the strug-gle for the vital interests of working youth. 

The millions ot young men and women for whom caoit-
ahst society has created impossible cond itions of existence 

or in su^ 
brothers and sisters, thorn yoUt a£| ZRZMl£ 
side of socialism by persistent work 

Do not wait for unity t„ set in between the Communist 
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and the Social  Democrat ic  Par t ies  and the other  organiza
t ions of  the  working class .  

Be fearless and independent and take the initiative\ 
You are  a  Congress  of  the  most  act ive,  the most  self-

sacr i f ic ing par t  of  the  present  young generat ion.  You cannot  
s tand aside from the movement  in  favour  of  uni ty ,  which 
is  growing ever  s t ronger  in  the ranks of  the working class .  
You must  not  wai t  l ike the Social is t  Youth Internat ional  
for  permission ' f rom above '  in  order  to  support  the move
ment  for  a  uni ted front  and the merging of  working youth 
in  one organizat ion.  

On behalf  of  the  Execut ive Commit tee  of  the  Com
munist  Internat ional  I  declare  that  the youth who are  uni t 
ed in  the ranks of  the  Communist  Youth Internat ional  
have and will have full opportunities of independently 
developing their  own revolut ionary movements  and solv
ing the problems of  this  movement .  

The communists  in  the ranks of  the  youth organiza
t ions should know how to work in  such a  way as  to  inf lu
ence the decis ions of  the  organizat ion by convincing mem
bers ,  and not  by commanding them on behalf  of  the  
Par ty .  

I  shal l  recal l  the  words of  the  great  Lenin,  on which the 
relat ions of  the Communist  Internat ional  to  youth and i ts  
organizat ion are  founded:  

' I t  f requent ly  occurs  tha t  represen ta t ives  of  the  genera t ion  of  
the  e lder ly  and  the  o ld  do  no t  know how to  behave  as  they  should  
towards  youth ,  who a re  of  necess i ty  forced  to  approach  soc ia l i sm 
in another way, not along the same road, not in the same form, not 
under  the  same  cond i t ions  as  the i r  fa thers .  Tha t  i s  why,  among o ther  
things, we are bound unconditionally to stand for the organiza
t iona l  independence  of  the  youth  un ion ,  and  no t  on ly  because  the  
oppor tun is t s  fear  th i s  independence ,  bu t  a l so  because  of  the  very  
essence of the work, because without full independence youth will 
be  unab le  e i ther  to  produce  good soc ia l i s t s  f rom among themselves  
or to get ready to lead socialism forward.* 

*  V .  I .  L e n i n ,  Communist Youth International, Col lec ted  
Works ,  Vol .  19 ,  p .  295 ,  (Bulgar ian  ed i t ion ,  1953 ,  Vol .  23 ,  p .  171)  
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Comrades, we must learn, we must learn by fighting! 
Link all your daily practical activity with a thorough 

study of the primary sources of Marxism-Leninism, because 
without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary 
practice. 

Be firm and fearless, exemplary fighters against fas
cism, against capitalism. 

Hold a l o f t  t h e  b a n n e r  o f  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  m a n k i n d  
from capitalist bondage, the banner of the Communist In-
ternationall 

Rally the young generation of working people the 
world over around that banner! This banner of the great
est victories is already unfurled over one sixth of the 
globe, and it will triumph all over the world. 

From Le t  Us  Un i t e  A l l  the  Fo r ces  o f  the  An t i -Fasc i s t  You th  — 
Speech delivered at the opening of the Sixth Congress of the Com
munist Youth International, September 25, 1935 



* UNITY MUST BE WON 

The united front of the working class itself in the big 
capitalist countries, the joint action of the Communist and 
Social Democratic Parties, as well as of the trade unions 
of various political trends, arc assuming exceptionally 
great importance in the establishment and broadening of a 
popular front for'fighting fascism and war and on an in
ternational scale — the joint action of the Communist, 
Socialist and Amsterdam Internationals. All obstactes 
blocking the path to such joint action should be cleared 
away as soon as possible. To achieve this, the Communist 
Parties, as well as all those who stand for proletarian unity 
and a popular front in the ranks of the Socialist and Am
sterdam Internationals should put in a tremendous 
amount of strenuous day-to-day work. 

Already the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter
national took into consideration the fact that it was not at 
all easy to overcome the split in the working class. All that 
the class enen ies and their agents and lackeys have done in 
the course of many decades for the purpose of splitting the 
forces of the working people cannot be undone by a mere 
wave of the hand and by wishful thinking. Our whole ex
perience after the Congress showed still more clearly that 
the path to united action of the working class on a national 
and international scale xzas no straight, srr.ooth, asphalt 
road. It is quite a difficult zig-zag road,which is often thor
ny and steep. The overt and covert enemies of unity persist 
in putting up various obstacles and barriers. Every step 
has to be won with great efforts, with stubborn work and 
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s t ruggle .  Those  tha t  have been mis led  must  be  enl ightened 
and convinced wi th  great  pa t ience .  The doubters  and wa-
verers  must  be  constant ly  hear tened.  The saboteurs  and 
double  dealers  must  be  ru thless ly  unmasked.  I t  i s  ne
cessary  to  wage a  s t i l lborn  s t r iggle  agains t  a  number  of  
s lv  sophis ts ,  c lever  pol i t ic ians  and ski l fu l  demagogues  
who t ry  by a l l  means  to  suggest  to  the  s imple  and pol i t ica l 
ly inexperienced worker that (liv end inv makes three 
instead of four, tha t  the  uni ted  f ront  of  the  working class  
does  not  increase  i t s  s t rength ,  but  a l legedly  leads  only  to  
promot ing fasc is t  aggress ion.  At  the  same t ime,  we must  
not  y ie ld  to  the  provocat ive  manoeuvres  of  the  opponents  
of  uni ty ,  but  constant ly  lend a  f ra ternal  helping hand for  
a  jo in t  s t ruggle  to  a l l  organizat ions  cf  the  working people-
even when they are  headed by known opponents  of  th is  
uni ty .  Every  Communis t ,  evcrv  conscient ious  worker  
should  not  forget  for  a  minute  tha t  a l l  opponents  of  the  
uni ty  of  the  in ternat ional  prole tar ia t ,  the  Ci i r ines  or  
whatever  o ther  names they might  have,  would  be  exceed
ingly  pleased i f ,  as  a  resul t  of  the i r  sabotage  and provoca
t ion ,  the  Communis ts  were  to  g ive  up the  s t ruggle  for  uni ty  
and abandon thei r  pers is tent  pursui t  of  the  popular  f ront  
pol icy .  This  would  only  fac i l i ta te  the  d isrupt ive  role  of  
these  leaders  and would  temporar i ly  save  them from the  
s tern  judgement  i ssued by the  cour t  of  the  prole tar ia t  and 

i s tory .  We should  know how to  wage a  re lent less  ideolo
gica l  t ight  agains t  reformism and the  o ther  ant i -Marxis t  
t rends  in  the  ranks  of  the  workers '  movement  and.  a t  the  
same t ime constant ly  f ight  to  bui ld  up a  uni ted  popular  
ront ,  ass iduously  avoiding the  f rus t ra t ion  of  jo in t  ac t ion 

in  our  dai ly  s t ruggle  agains t  fasc ism and war  
T  y e a i ?  *&' .  on  the  eve  of  the  imper ia l i s t  

nf thptvnr-u-  e  ,£ r e a * Lenin ,  whi le  mobi l iz ing the  forces  
i sm OrpccpTfvf  ^ S S  approaching s t ruggle  for  socia l -
oHhe ^m4tnse imPortance of unity in the ranks ot the proletariat in these words; 

'Unity is indeed necessary for the workers • 4 

cessary to realize that but for the workers therm i 'S m " n .. • .. 11. ,1 worners themselves, no one will 
e  t h e m  u n l , y -"»  • "  ' •  ' •  « ra t ion  to  help  ,hem achiev.  
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t h e i r  un i t y .  Un i ty  canno t  b e  "p romi sed"  — th i s  wou ld  be  an  emp ty  
boa s t ,  s e l f - de c e p t i on ;  un i t y  canno t  be  " c r ea t ed ' ' b y  " ag reem en t "  
be tween  sma l l  i n t e l l e c t ua l  g ro u p s  — th i s  i s  t he  mos t  l amen tab l e ,  
na iv e  and  i gno ran t  de lu s ion .  

'Unity must be won, and  o n l y  t he  w o r k e r s  t hem s e lv e s ,  t h e  
c l a s s - consc ious  worke r s  a r e  i n  a  pos i t i on  t o  ob t a i n  i t  — t h rough  
pe r s i s t en t  an d  s t ubbo r n  e f fo r t s .  

'T he re  i s  no th ing  e a s i e r  t han  t o  wr i t e  t he  word  "un i t y "  i n  b ig  
l e t t e r s ,  t o  p romi se  i t ,  t o  "p roc l a im"vou r se l f  a s  i t s  champ ion .  Bu t  
on ly  t he  vangua rd  worke r s , a l l  c l a s s - consc ious  worke r s ,  c an  ac tua l l y  
p rope l  un i t y  by  t he i r  own  e f fo r t s  and  o rgan i za t i on .  

' .  .  .Th i s  i s  no  ea sy  t a sk .  I t  r equ i r e s  t he  e f fo r t s ,  p e r s eve rance  
a nd  r a l l y ing  o f  a l l  c l a s s - consc ious  worke r s .  Bu t  w i thou t  su ch  e f 
fo r t s ,  i t  i s  u se l e s s  even  t o  speak  abou t  work ing  c l a s s  un i t y . ' *  

These remarkable  words  of  Lenin are in the present 
period a particularly valuable instruction for the working 
class in all capitalist countries. 

From the  a r t i c l e  The Popular Front Against Fascism ad War 
Nov emb er ,  1936  

*  V .  I .  L  e  n  i  n ,  On Unity, Col l ec t ed  Works ,  V o l .  20 ,  pp .  
328 -329  



THE WAR AND THE WORKING CLASS 
IN THE CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 

During the years following the First World War, the 
communists proceeding from Lenin's teaching, untiringly 
explained to the working people that by the force of its 
nature capitalism was breeding wars, that the contradic
tions among the imperialist countries had not been eli
minated by the Treaty of Versailles and the other im
perialist peace treaties and that, on the contrary, after a 
certain period of time these contradictions would again 
break out with a new and greater force. 

Lenin taught us that wars were an inevitable compa
nion of imperialism. The conquest of foreign lands, the 
conquest and plunder of the colonies, the conquest of 
markets are the cause of wars between the capitalist  
states. . . r 

The Second Imperialist War, which started with an 
attack on the peoples of Abyssinia, Spain and China, has 
a ready turned into a war hetwppn tVio mrrrroct ^ani+Qii^t 

. , , """oicncu iu ine neari ui 
threatening to turn into a world-wide carnage. 



is, but on the class which is waging the war, on the policy 
of which a given war is the continuation.' 

Today, as in 1914, the war is being waged by the im
perialist bourgeoisie. This war is a direct continuation 
of the struggle among the capitalist states for a new re
distribution of the world, for world domination. . . 

History is now setting to the working class in the ca
pitalist countries tasks of tremendous importance. It is 
the working class that has to lead millions of people out 
of the abyss of. the war and to save its countries and na
tions from ruin, devastation and extermination. Only the 
working class, heading the basic masses of the peasantry 
and of the working people in the towns is in a position 
to put up a resolute resistance to the bourgeoisie and im
perialism, to put an end to their bloody crimes and forever 
to destroy the causes breeding imperialist wars. 

These tasks which now face the working class are fully 
feasible. At present, the forces of the international pro
letariat have increased immensely in comparison with 
the time of the first imperialist war. Its vanguard de
tachment, the working class of the USSR, has created the 
unconquerable fortress of socialism. The existence of the 
Soviet Union increases the might of the working class in 
all the capitalist countries and reinforces its confidence 
in its own forces. 

In contrast to the first imperialist war, the confidence 
of the working masses in the bourgeoisie, in capitalism, 
was considerably undermined already at the beginning 
of the present war and will continue to be undermined. 
The social-democratic leaders will not be able to deceive 
the masses for a long time, as they were able to do during 
the First Imperialist War. Their treacherous policy, 
their anti-communist, anti-Soviet approach arouse ever 
greater indignation within the ranks of the social-democ
ratic parties themselves. As the war goes on, the indigna
tion of the masses and the upsurge of a broad anti-war 
movement will gain momentum. The most rabid perse
cutions on the part of the bourgeoisie are not in a posi
tion to check or stifle the struggle of the working people 
against the imperialist war. 



At the present  moment  the his tor ic  role of theebfr 
munist vanguard of the. working class is to organiaethU 
struggle and to lake its leadership. If the communists 
want successfully to perform this role, they must show 
in practice that 11 ey eoriectly understand the nature of 
the war and to shatter to smithereens the myth atoutits 
anti-fascist cl aracter — amvtli so persistently spread by 
the social-democratic leaders. Explanation, explanation 
and, once again explanation of the. real situation to the 
mosses — this is, abeve all, the. major condition for mo
bilizing the masses in the struggle against the imperialist 
war and capitalist reaction. 

The unfolding of  a  real ly  far-f lung movement  against  
the  imperial is t  war  and against  react ion can be success
ful  only if  the  communists  act  and f ight  among the masses  
themselves ,  i f  they vigi lant ly  walc .h  their  moods,  sym
pathet ical ly  heed their  voice,  sympathize with their  needs 
and suffer ings.  The communists  must  not  run far  ahead 
of  them. They must  ra ise  s logans which correspond to  the 
specif ic  s i tuat ion,  which are  understandable  and acces
s ible  to  the masses;  they must  a lways head the move
ment  of  the  masses  and lead t l iem to  the solut ion of  the 
new problems which are  coming to  a  head.  

The present  extremely ser ious s i tuat ion makes i t  ne
cessary for  the communists  not  to  wriggle  in  the face of  
any repressions and persecut ions,  but  resolutely and 
courageously to  f i f jht  a&ainst  w a r  r a a i n c t  f i n * *  V n n r f f r n i Q i p .  



class  movement  and the  more  successful ly  they wi l l  be  
able  to  accompl ish  the  tasks  fac ing them a t  present .  

Al l  communis t  par t ies ,  a l l  working c lass  organizat ions  
and leaders  arc  put  to  a  severe  tes t  dur ing the  war .  In
dividual  weak e lements  and those  who lack fa i th  wi l l  
fa l l  out  a t  the  sharp  turns .  The e lements  which are  a l ien  
to  the  working c lass ,  the  career is ts ,  the  renegades ,  the  
accidenta l  adherents  to  the  communis t  par t ies  wi l l  be  
thrown overboard .  The communis t  par t ies  as  a  whole  wi l l  
undoubtedly  pass  the  Usi .  They wi l l  s tee l  themselves  
s t i l l  fur ther  in  the .  coming bat t les .  New hundreds  of  
thousands  of  f ighters  for  the  cause  of  the  working c lass  
wi l l  jo in  the  ranks  of  the  communis t  a rmy.  

The communis t  par t ies  and the  working c lass  in  the  
capi ta l i s t  countr ies  wi l l  draw inspi ra t ion f rom the  heroic  
example  of  the  Russ ian  bolsheviks ,  of  Lenin ' s  Par ty ,  which 
as  ear ly  as  1914-1918 showed to  the  prole tar ia t  a  sure  
way out  of  the  war  and thereaf ter  ensured the  t r iumph of  
socia l i sm in  one  s ix th  of  the  world .  Holding high a lof t  
the  banner  of  prole tar ian  in ternat ional ism,  s t rengthening 
the  bonds  of  f ra ternal  so l idar i ty  among the  working c lass  
of  a l l  countr ies ,  the  communis ts  wi l l  thus  help  a l l  working 
people  to  perform thei r  h is tor ic  miss ion.  

The imperialists of the belligerent countries have started 
the mar fcr a redistribution of the world, for world domina
tion, dooming millions of people to extermination. The 
working class is called upon to put an end to this war in 
its own way, in its own interest, in the interest of all working 
people, thus creating the necessary prerequisites for the 
elimination of the fundamental causes breeding impe
rialist wars. 

Excerp t s  from the prticle The War and the Working Class in 
the Capitalist Countries. 

Komunisticheskii International 
No. 8-9. August-September, 1939 



* A TASK OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE 

In  the  dawn of  the  emergence  of  bo lshevism Lenin  
expounded  h is  famous  thes i s  about  the  impor tance  of  the  
o rganiza t ion  of  the  work ing  c lass .  'The  pro le ta r ia t , '  he  
t aught  us ,  ' has  no  o ther  weapon except  organiza t ion  in  i t s  
s t ruggle  for  power . '  This  organiza t ion  of  the  pro le ta r ia t  
i s ,  above  a l l ,  incarna ted  in  i t s  Par ty .  The  Par ly  i s  i t s  
vanguard  de tachment ,  i t s  headquar te rs ,  wi t !  ou t  which  i t  
i s  imposs ib le  to  ga ther  toge ther  the  forces  of  the  pro le -

jo  c rea te  i t s  powerfu l  c lass  organiza t ions ,  to  ensure  
the  a l l i ance  of  the  work ing  c lass  wi th  the  working  people  
in  towns  and  v i l lages  in  order  to  ach i txe  v ic tory .  For  th i s  
r eason ,  the  forg ing  o f  t ru ly  revo lu t ionary  par t ies ,  par t ies  
of  a  new type ,  i s  the  major ,  fundamenta l  task ,  a  task  o f  
paramount  impor tance  for  the  work ing  c lass  in  the  capi 
talist countries. 

, , n J^ h a -  i s  n f e d e d , f o r  the  format ion  of  such  par t ies?  An 
m, , n •  f n S druggie  for  the  bo lsheviza t ion  of  the  com
munis t  par t ies  i s  needed .  

tarirt* nT f K ° m  i h e , n r t i c l e  S t a l i n  °n d  t h e  International Prolet a r i a t ,  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 3 9  
Pravda, N o  3 5 1 ,  1 9 3 9  
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*THE WAR. 

The war  has  a l ready brought  t remendous  pr ivat ion,  
misery  and suffer ings  to  the  working people  in  the  capi 
ta l i s t  countr ies .  Mil i tary  expendi tur ts  by the  bel l igerent  
countr ies  have reached an  incredible  s ize .  The mi l i tary  
expendi tures  of  the  neutra l  capi ta l i s t  countr ies  are  a lso  
increas ing a t  a  rabid  pace .  According to  most  modest  
es t imates ,  the  war ,  inc luding the  prepara t ions  for  i t ,  
a l ready cos ts  100,000 mi l l ion  dol lars  to  the  major  ca
pi ta l i s t  countr ies ,  whi ls t  mi l i tary  expendi tures  for  the  
whole  World  War  amounted to  180,000 mi l l ion  dol lars .  
According to  the  bourgeois  economis ts '  own es t imates ,  
each day the  war  cos ts  France  1 ,000 mi l l ion  f rancs ,  
Br i ta in  £  7.5 mil l ion ,  Germany — from 100 to l30mil -
l ion marks .  Even according to  off ic ia l  Japanese  sources ,  
the  war  in  China  a l ready cos ts  Japan 16,500 mi l l ion  yens ,  
whereas  according to  the  same sources  the  ent i re  Russo-
Japanese  war  in  1904-05 cos t  Japan 1,500 mi l l ion  
yens .  

The bourgeois ie  t ransfers  upon the  shoulders  of  the  
working people  these  monst rous  mi l i tary  expendi tures .  
I t  sharply  increases  taxat ion,  in t roduces  new indirec t  
taxat ion on consumer  goods .  I t  rabidly  reduces  working 
wages  and extends  the  working day.  The 8-hour  working 
day in  the  capi ta l i s t  countr ies ,  wres ted  by the  prole tar ia t  
as  a  resul t  o i  the  s tormy upsurge  of  the  working c lass  
movement  in  1919-20,  has  now been replaced by a  10 
to  12 and even 14-hour  day.  In  Japan,  the  capi ta l i s t  
p lunderers  compel  indust r ia l  workers  to  work 16 hours  a  
day.  The 40-hour  week,  which was  the  most  impor tant  
acquis i t ion  of  the  Popular  Front  in  France ,  has  been 

77 



replaced by a 60- to 70-hour week. Everywhere the bour
geoisie has put an end even to the insignificant dole &-
tributed to the unemployed. The bourgeoisie has sMvei 
social legislation, won as a result of decades of straggles 
of the working class. The capitalists, the administratis!! 
and the military authorities exercise absolute arbitef 
control over the enterprises. The bourgeoisie sends fc 
workers to labour camps, subjecting them to savage ex
ploitation without remuneration. It places hundreds «t 
thousands of young men and girls under the econcsfe 
slavery of the landlords and kulaks, condemning them t® 
an existence without rights and in uttc-r misery. 

The lot of the peasants is not easier. Profiteers, bank
ers and landlords avail themselves ot the war to sml 
out the last juices of the peasants like spiders. Having 
enrolled the entire adult male population in the army, 
the bourgeoisie in the belligerent countries is devastating 
the countryside and transferring the whole burden of farm 
"ponr upon the shoulders of the aged, of women and 
children. As a result, the areas under crops are reduced* 
there is a shortage of food and the working people ane 
threatened by hunger. The military authorities rob the 
peasants of their draught animals, farm machinerv and 
tood, condemning the farms to complete ruin. The bour
geoisie also uses other means to rob the masses. It makes 
(uge deductions from the wages of the working people 
tor military purposes and in every possible wav curtails 

J meagre consumption of the working people.. 
nl rS+ 1Sv ha,PP?ning a time when the profits 
shmc ThfrK s assumed scandalous dimen-
oTthe w^wrge°1Sile tUTun5 int0 S°ld the sweat and blood 
of exploitAtSn ^n°^lf' ° are ^ainting under the weight 
thil afd .rear 1nd dyin« on the f"nt. «<* 
Celdes, Schneiders, Vkirers 'Krupp^Ind™1!'!!5' h^iHs 
get ever richer at the ew2L of?£ o"d other bandits 

In the herd of theFhl ?mp^,PwP\eAf 
wrote in 1915: -The ww isKS-M t̂̂  f1-"1 

But it is a horribly profitaMe thing ' tllin8? Yes, it is. 
ThernlersnithecaFMaiw^^^^^ ^ 



share-holders in the military enterprises, avail themselves 
of their official standing to conceal the size of their pro
fits; but even the scanty information published in the 
press gives us an idea of the way the magnates of financial 
capital are robbing the people cynically and shamelessly. 

Thus, according to official data in 1939 the 'Cammell 
Laird &Co.'ship-building yards in Britain increased their 
profits four times in comparison with 1936 — from 
£ 150,000 to £ 610,000. In 1937 British Alluminium re
ceived profits to the amount of .£773,432, and in 1939 — 
.£1,075,796. 

In France, the profits of the Nickel shareholders' so
ciety increased threefold — from 53.6 million francs in 
1937-38, to 153.9 million francs in 1938-39. The stocks 
of Schneider-Creusot arc quoted four times higher than 
their nominal value. The stocks of the Suez Canal Com
pany, one of the bosses of which is General Weygand, who 
combines his post in the Managing Board of the company 
with his post of Army Commander in Syria, are quoted 
at 18,420 francs as against their nominal value of 250 
francs. 

The 'neutral' bourgeoisie in the United States piles 
up similar exorbitant profits from the war. According to 
the report of the big American National City Bank, in 
1938, 900 big enterprises received a net profit of 647 
million dollars, while in 1939 their profit rose tp 1,281 
million dollars, i. e. it increased twice within a single 
year. The Lockhead Air Company had a total of 100,000 
dollars in profits in 1936, whereas in 1939 it pocketed 3.1 
million dollars. 

Quite a few similar facts can be adduced. 
The trusts in the other capitalist countries are not 

lagging far behind their brethren in their rapacious greed 
for wealth. 

Those are the people who need the war and who pocket 
monstrous profits from it! 

From the article May Day and the Struggle Against the Im
perialist War, May 1, 1940. 
Pravda, No. 121, May 1, 1940 



•LENIN DREW ALL THE NECESSARY LESSONS 
FROM THE PROLETARIAN STRUGGLE.  .  .  

Seventy  years  ago,  on  March 18,  1871,  France  and 
Europe were  shaken by the  mi l i tant  s logan of  the  revo
lu t ionary  masses  in  Par is :  'Long l ive  the  Commune! '  

For  over  two months  the  Par is  prole tar ians  fought  wi th  
unreserved heroism and se l f -sacr i f ice  agains t  the  numerous  
home and fore ign enemies  for  the  sacred cause  of  the  Par is  
Commune.  With thei r  b lood the  Par is  Communards  wrote  
down one of  the  most  g lor ious  and remarkable  pages  in  the  
h is tory  of  the  working c lass ' s  l ibera t ing s t ruggle .  

The Paris Commune was the f i rs t  ser ious  a t tempt  of  
the  working c lass  to  win pol i t ical  power for  i t se l f ,  to  form 
i t s  own government  and establ ish a  dic ta torship  of  the  pro
letariat. 

The Par is  Commune was  the  embroyo of  a  new type of  
s ta te ,  a  prole tar ian  s ta te ,  a  forerunner  of  the  Sovie ts .  

The Paris Commune expressed the interests and most 
cherished aspirations of the international proletariat and 
became the banner of proletarian internationalism. 

The Paris Commune was the flesh and blood of  the 
masses, the result of their creative initiative and of their 
revolutionary enthusiasm. 

The Paris Commune was a tremendous outburs t  of  in
dignat ion against  the  treachery of  the  French bourgeois ie  
in  the  war of  1870-1871,  against  the  plot  of  the  bourgeois ie  
to  overthrow the republ ic  and restore  the  monarchy It  was 
a direct result of the attempts of the reactionary bourgeois 
and big landowners to disarm the Paris workers, to crush 
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the  French  people  and  make  them bear  the  brunt  of  the  
reck less  war ,  los t  by  Louis  Bonapar te ,  and  to  pay  heavy  
mi l i ta ry  cont r ibu t ions .  

The  ta len ted  cont inua tor  of  the  work  of  Marx  and  
Engels ,  the  grea tes t  th inker  and  revolu t ionary  of  our  
t ime — Lenin ,  no t  on ly  a t tached  grea t  impor tance  to  the  
Par i s  Commune,  bu t  a l so  br i l l i an t ly  ava i led  h imse l f  of  
i t s  exper ience .Vi ta l ly  in te res ted  in  the  whole  revolu t ionary  
movement  of  the  explo i ted  and  oppressed  in  a l l  count r ies  
he  made  a  profound s tudy  of  tha t  movement .  Lenin  a lways  
endeavoured  and  was  a lways  ab le  to  draw the  necessary  
lessons  f rom the  revolu t ionary  movement ,  so  as  the  be t te r  
to  a rm the  Russ ian  and  in te rna t iona l  p ro le ta r ia t  ideo lo
g ica l ly ,  po l i t i ca l ly  and  organiza t iona l ly .  

In  1908  Lenin  wrote :  

'The  Commune taught  the  European  pro le ta r ia t  concre te ly  to  
se t  the  tasks  of  the  soc ia l i s t  revolu t ion . '*  

In  Apr i l  1911  Lenin  emphas ized :  
'As  a  f ron t - rank  f igh te r  for  the  soc ia l  revolu t ion ,  the  Com

mune won sympath ies  wherever  the  pro le ta r ia t  suf fe red  and  fought .  
The  p ic ture  of  i t s  l i fe  and  dea th ,  the  aspec t  of  the  workers '  govern
ment  which  took  and  he ld  in  i t s  hands  the  cap i ta l  of  the  wor ld  for  
more  than  two months ,  the  hero ic  s t ruggle  of  the  pro le ta r ia t  and  
i t s  suf fe r ings  a f te r  the  defea t  — a l l  th i s  ra i sed  the  sp i r i t s  of  mi l l ions  
of  workers ,  awoke  the i r  hopes  and  a t t rac ted  the i r  sympath ies  to  
the  s ide  of  soc ia l i sm. '**  

Whi le  s t i l l  in  Zur ich ,  on  March  24 ,  1917 ,  Lenin  wrote :  

'Marching  a long  the  road  ind ica ted  by  the  exper ience  of  the  
Par i s  Commune in  1871 and  of  the  Russ ian  Revolu t ion  in  1905,  
the  p ro le ta r ia t  has  to  organize  and  a rm al l  poor ,  explo i ted  par t s  of  
the  popula t ion ,  so  tha t  they  themse lves  sha l l  immedia te ly  take  in to  
the i r  own hands  the  s ta te  power  and  sha l l  themse lves  form the  ins t i 
tu t ions  of  tha t  power .***  

*~v" I .  L e n i n ,  W o r k s ,  V o l .  13, 1951, p.  491 ,  Bulgar ian  ed i -

l ' ° n ** V.  I .  L  e  n  1  n ,  Works ,  Vol .  17 ,  1953 ,  pp .  132-133 ,  
Bulganan^di t ion .  n  (  ^  ̂  V o ,  2 3  , 9 5 3  p  3 5 3  B u ] g a r l a n  

edi t ion  

8-3471 
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In the middle of April 1917, Lenin pointed out: i 
| 

'The real essence oi the Commune is not where the bourgeoisie! 
usually looks for it, but in the setting up of a peculiar type ol state. 
Such a state in Russia has already come into being, it is the Sovietsi 
of workers' and soldiers' deputies.'* i 

A prerequisite for the triumph oi the Great October 
Socialist Revolution was its dress rehearsal — the revo
lution of 1905. A decisive condition for this victory, 
however, was the fact that the proletariat was led by the 
militant and consistently revolutionary party of the 
Bolsheviks, the main thing which was lacking in the 
Paris Commune. In critically studying and availing him
self of all the lessons to be drawn from the history of the 
proletarian struggle in all countries and from the expe
rience of the Paris Commune and the Soviets in 1906, | 
in the first place, Lenin prepared the Russian proletariat 
for the October Revolution. Under the leadership of 
Lenin's glorious party, in an exceedingly brief period oi 
history, by means of its tireless fight against its enemies 
and its greatest creative enthusiasm, the triumphant 
proletariat succeeded in overcoming the tremendous 
difficulties, in doing away with the exploiter classes, in 
building up socialist society and embarking on the road 
to a transition toward communism, a higher stage of 
this society. 

The problem of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and of the proletarian state was raised and elucidated 
by Marx and Engels in most general lines. In this field 
Lenin had to develop and further to enrich Marxism both 
from the theoretical and from the practical and construc
tive point of view. . . 

What the brightest and most far-seeing minds of man
kind were thinking about, which inspired the fighters of 
the Pans Commtme what hundreds oi millions of work
ing people are thinking and feaaiiag of - a society 
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without exploitation and oppression of man by man, 
without oppression of one nation by another nation — 
has been achieved in the great country of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

From the article On the Occasion of the Seventieth Anniversary 
of the Paris Commune 
Kommunisticheskii International, Magazine No 3, March, 1941 



* W I T H  L E N I N ' S  I D E A S  

Fai l ing  to  understand the  ro le  o i  t h e  peasants  as  a l 
l i es  of  the  working  c lass  in  the  s truggle  against  capi ta l i sm,  
our  Party  s tood on Plekhanovis t  and not  on  Leninis t  pos i 
t ions  regarding  the  peasant  problem.  I t  en l i s ted  peasants  
under  i t s  banner  only  insofar  as  they  moved over  to  the  
pos i t ions  of  the  proletar iat .  As  i s  wel l  known,  Lenin  
supplemented and further  deve loped the  Marxis t  doctr ine  
about  the  re lat ions  of  the  proletar iat  towards  the  pea
santry .  He  formulated  and deve loped the  idea  of  a  mi l i tant  
a l l iance  between workers  and peasants  in  the  s truggle  
against  t sar ism and the  bourgeois ie ,  wi th  the  working  
c lass  winning  over  as  a l l i es  the  peasants  in  the ir  capaci ty  
of  smal l  commodity  producers  before  thev  are  ready to  
ass imi late  soc ia l i sm.  Lenin  showed the  poss ib i l i ty  of  
us ing  the  latent  revolut ionary  potent ia l i t ies  of  the  
peasant  masses  in  the  bourgeois -democrat ic  as  wel l  as  
the  soc ia l i s t  revolut ion .  

At  i t s  1919  Congress  our  Party  renamed i t se l f  Com
munist  Party .  In  contrast  to  the  part ies  in  many other  
countr ies ,  our  Party  as  a  whole  jo ined the  Communist  
Internat ional .  What  i s  more ,  i t  part ic ipated  in  i t s  creat 
ion ,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Bolshevik  Partv  and the  
immortal  Lenin .  I t  adopted a  new programme;  the  pro
le tar ian revolut ion ,  no  longer  a  long-range  a im,  became 
an immediate  task ,  for  which the  object ive  condi t ions  
had a lready matured and the  so lut ion  of  which  depended 
on the  subject ive  factor  of  the  revolut ion ,  i .  e .  mainly  on  
the  readiness  and abi l i ty  of  our  Party  to  organize  and 
lead the  revolut ion .  At  i t s  1S21 Congress  i t  adopted the  
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Sovie t  fo rm of  the  d ic ta torsh ip  of  the  pro le ta r ia t  as  a  
bas ic  fac tor  of  the  pro le ta r ian  revolu t ion .  In  i t s  reso lu t ion  
on  the  peasant  p roblem the  Par ty  proc la imed the  a l l i ance  
be tween  workers  and  pea . 1  ants  under  the  leadersh ip  of  the  
working  c lass  an  ind ispensable  prerequis i te  for  the  v ic tory  
of  the  revolu t ion .  The  adopt ion  of  these  programme 
poin ts ,  which  i t  popular ized  th rough t rans la t ions  of  
Lenin ' s  bas ic  works ,  was  accompanied  by  the  ac t ive  
par t ic ipa t ion  of  the  Par ty  in  the  work  of  the  Comintern .  

The  Par ty  aPo  adopted  in  pr inc ip le  the  methods  of  
i l l ega l  s t ruggle  and  the i r  combina t ion  wi th  the  wides t  
use  of  a l l  l ega l  poss ib i l i t i es  for  s t ruggle  and  revolu t ionary  
propaganda ,  such  as  the  par l iament  and  the  munic ipa l  
and  county  counci l s .  

The  Par ty  proceeded  to  se t  up  a  mi l i t a ry  organiza t ion  
of  i t s  own,  engaged  in  cons iderab le  propagandis t  and  
organiza t iona l  ac t iv i ty  among the  so ld ie rs  and  s ta r ted  to  
a rm the  masses .  I t  headed  the  s tormy s t ruggles  of  the  
working  p iop le  in  the  wake  of  the  d i sas t rous  war ,  the  
b ig  d r ives  for  amncs tv ,  aga ins t  the  h igh  cos t  o f  l iv ing ,  
aga ins t  the  tu rn ing  of  Bulgar ia  in to  an  an t i -Sovie t  b r idge
head ,  and  for  recogni t ion  of  the  USSR.  

At  the  same t ime the  Par ty  launched  a  mass  s t ruggle  
for  t ransforming  the  munic ipa l i t i es  f rom a  too l  for  oppres 
s ion ,  spo l ia t ion  and  explo i ta t ion ,  in to  organs  se rv ing  the  
in te res t  o f  the  work ing  people .  Many impor tan t  town 
munic ipa l i t i es  and  severa l  v i l l age  communes  passed  in to  
the  hands  of  the  Communis t  Par ty .  Thus ,  in  1920  we had  
22  towns  and  65  v i l lage  Communis t  munic ipa l i t i es .  
The i r  economic  and  cu l tura l  po l icy  in  favour  of  the  work
ing  c lass  and  the  o ther  to i le rs  na tura l ly  met  wi th  the  
f ie rce  res i s tance  of  the  bourgeois ie  and  of  the  cen t ra l  au
thor i t i es .  In  the  h is tory  of  our  count ry  these  long  and  
very  b i t t e r  s t ruggles  for  the  format ion  and  consol ida t ion  
of  those  then-ca l led  Communes  wi l l  fo rever  remain  
memorable .  

Unless  the  pro le ta r ia t ,  l ed  by  the  Par ty ,  se ized  a l l  
power ,  these  Communes  were  bound to  be  ephemera l ;  
they  were  eventua l ly  suppressed  by  the  bourgeois ie  one  
bv  one .  
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,^°^ever the struggle of the working people under the 
inn1rFh 1P^° °Uu Party to caPture the municipalities, 
contributed much to the unification of the masses in the 
s rugg e against the exploiters and enhanced consider
ably the prestige of the Party. 

Our Party connected the struggle of the working people 
or heir immediate needs with the preparation of the 

decisive batt es for the victory of the revolution. When 
a ,1."terfst.s ^he working people were at stake 

• h» D4P ri?hts and liberties in serious jeopardy, 
aiirt 2rfy no^ hesitate to resort also to the organiz-
IQkToo a.,®en®ra^ P°htical strike, as was the case in 

WI- transport strike, and to major mass 
r.nvornU^01/1® a^r,™ as to col'ab°rate with the Agrarian 
Thii? ih Cd !n n against rising reaction and fascism. 

the Party rallied new masses from town and village. 

r.r.,..Fr°m the Polltical Report of the Central Committee to the Bu,s°"°° v°,k"s' p°"> 



U N D E R  T H E  G R E A T  A N D  I N V I N C I B L E  
B A N N E R  O F  L E N I N I S M  

r 'mth fv i  i  i  marks  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  
anH h  °  • n  n ! l  ^A' ' J r h.  Lenin ,  founder  of  the  g lor ious  
and heroic .  Bolshevu Par ty ,  great  prole tar ian  s t ra tegis t ,  
genius  o t  the  revolut ion,  founder  of  the  f i rs t  Sovie t  so
cia l i s t  s ta te ,  immorta l  teacher  of  the  working people  a l l  
over  the  wor ld .  

s _ unforget table  br ight  memory wi l l  be  comme
morated wi th  profound respect  and wi th  boundless  gra t i 
tude by the  nat ions  in  the  country  of  v ic tor ious  socia l i sm 
and,  together  wi th  them,  by the  peoples  in  a l l  par ts  of  
the  wor ld ,  f ight ing for  the i r  l ibera t ion f rom the  impe
r ia l i s t  yoke.  Lenin ' s  name is  sacred and beloved to  work
ing^ people  in  a l l  countr ies .  The commemorat ion of  Le
nin ' s  great  memory on the  occas ion of  the  25th  anniver
sary  of  h is  death  takes  p lace  today in  a  per iod of  grandiose  
t ransformat ions  of  impor tance  to  the  h is tory  of  the  world .  

In  the  Sovie t  s ta te ,  which was  founded by Vladimir  
I ly ich  Lenin  and which made gigant ic  s t r ides  forward 
dur ing the  pas t  quar ter  of  a  century ,  socia l i sm has  been 
bui l t  and the  Sovie t  peoples ,  guided by Lenin ' s  Par ty ,  
are  successful ly  carrying out  the  t rans i t ion  to  communism.  

Thanks to the Soviet Union and its victorious army 
which shattered the monstrous German fascist machine 
and defeated Hitler's hordes, the peoples in South-
Eastern Europe have been able to overthrow the capital
ists and landlords, to wrest their countries from the sys
tem of imperialism, to create their people s republics 
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and ,  wi th  the  co -opera t ion  of  t he  power fu l  Sov ie t  Union ,  
t o  se t  ou t  a long  the  pa th  of  soc ia l i s t  cons t ruc t ion ,  ava i l 
i ng  themse lves  o f  t he  r i ch  exper i ence  o f  the i r  Sov ie t  
b ro the r s .  

The  co lon ia l  and  dependen t  peop les  a re  f igh t ing  hero
i ca l ly  and  eve r  more  success fu l ly  fo r  the i r  na t iona l  l ibe r 
a t ion ,  insp i red  by  the  ach ievements  o f  t he  Sov ie t  Union  
and  gu ided  by  Len in ' s  inv inc ib le  t each ing .  

Len in i sm,  which  i s  Marx i sm in  the  epoch  of  imper ia l 
i sm and  the  p ro le t a r i an  r evo lu t ion ,  in  the  epoch  of  so 
c i a l i sm which  has  t r iumphed  over  one  s ix th  o f  t he  g lobe ,  
now se rves  a s  a  gu ide  to  ac t ion ,  a s  a  compass  fo r  o r i en 
t a t ion  in  the  complex  s i tua t ion  of  t he  c l a s s  s t rugg le ,  no t  
on ly  o f  t he  communis t  pa r t i e s  bu t  a l so  o f  a l l  genu ine  
f igh te r s  fo r  peop le ' s  democracv ,  fo r  a  l a s t ing  peace  and  
fo r  soc ia l i sm.  

Th i s  a l l - conquer ing  t each ing ,  the  co r rec tness  and  
power  o f  wh ich  have  been  so  b r i l l i an t lx  borne  ou t  by  l i f e ,  
i s  sp read ing  over  more  b road ly  and  i s  inc reas ig ly  mas t 
e red  by  the  work ing  c la s s ,  t he  to i l ing  peasan t  masses  and  
t he  p rogress ive  in t e l l igen t s i a ,  bo th  in  the  peop le ' s  demo
c ra t i c  coun t r i e s  in  pa r t i cu la r ,  and  in  a l l  t he  cap i t a l i s t ,  
co lon ia l  and  dependen t  coun t r i e s ,  a l though  in  the  l a t t e r  
t he  imper ia l i s t s  and  the i r  soc ia l -democra t i c  and  e the r  
agen t s  a re  pu t t ing  in  inc red ib le  e f fo r t s  t o  h inder  the  
pene t ra t ion  o f  t he  g rea t  sa lu ta rv  ideas  o f  Len in i sm among  
the  masses .  

Vladimir Uyich Lenin left us a huge scientific liter
ary heritage. His works are an inexhaustible treasure-
house of scientific ideological, political and tactical 
\\eapons, a source of the greatest wisdom and perspicac-

u,enm S W0r^s are °f exclusively topical significance 
ZlV°mTms{ ?nd Workers' Parties. for the inter-
dr £ fnW0 !"gt' SS movement, for the successful 
struggle for a lasting peace, people's democracv and so
cialism, and for the liberation struggle of the colonial and 
dependent peoples still suffering underthebootof impe 
rial ism. The importance of Lenin's heritage for science 
philosophy, culture and the arts is also invaluable Wh 
works as One Step Forward, Two Steps Boards ft 
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Two Tactics, The Renegade Kautsky, State and Revolu
tion, Left-Wing Communism — an Infantile Disorder, 
Mater ial ism ani l  Empir iocr i t ic ism are  of  d i rec t  theore t ic
al  and pract ica l  impor tance ,  because  they are  excel lent ,  
profoundly  sc ient i f ic ,  polemical ly  sharp  works  of  Le
nin ' s  agains t  the  over t  and cover t  enemies  of  Marxism 
and the  prole tar ian  revolut ion.  A thorough s tudy of  
these  works  of  Lenin  provides  every  communis t ,  revolu
t ionary  and honest  progress ive  publ ic  worker  wi th  the  
most  necessary  Marxis t -Leninis t  ideological  and pol i t ica l  
ammuni t ion.  

There  can he  no doubt  tha t  the  bes t  commemorat ion 
of  Lenin ' s  memory is  the  s tudy of  Leninism,  of  Marxis t -
Leninis t  sc i ince ,  the  master ing of  th is  powerful  sc ience  — 
not  as  a  dogma,  but  as  a  guide  to  ac t ion,  i t s  unswerving 
and correc t  u t i l iza t ion in  the  s t ruggle  agains t  capi ta l i sm 
and imper ia l i s t  aggress ion,  in  the  s t ruggle  for  a  las t ing  
peace  and for  people ' s  democracy,  in  the  s t ruggle  and 
work for  laving the  economic  and cul tura l  foundat ions  
of  socia l i sm in  the  people ' s  democracies .  

The world  prole tar ia t ,  a l l  working people ,  a l l  P r ?S" 
ress ive  mankind are  for tunate  tha t  af ter  Vladimir  I ly ich  
Lenin ' s  unt i ine lv  demise  h is  work cont inues  to  l ive .  
Mankind is  for tunate  tha t  the  democrat ic  and ant i - im
per ia l i s t  camp is  headed by the  powerful  Sovie t  Union 
wi th  i t s  Leninis t  Bolshevik  Par ty ,  s tee led  in  the  most  
d i f f icul t  ba t t les .  f  .  • 

I t  i s  under  the  great  and invincible  banner  of  Lenin
ism and onlv  under  th is  banner  tha t  working mankind 
wi l l  be  able  complete ly  to  f ree  i t se l f  f rom capi ta l i s t  s lav-
erv  and aggress ive  imper ia l i s t  wars .  

'  Eternal  g lory  and boundless  gra t i tude  to  the  immorta l  
man of  genius ,  Vladimir  I ly ich  Lenin .  

Rabotnichesko Delo No 15, 
January 21, 1549 



N O T E S  

Joan of Arc ( 1 4 1 2 - 1 1 3 1 )  —  F r e n c l i  n a t i o n a l  h e r c i n e ,  a  p e a s a n t  
g i r l  w h o  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  t h e  O n e  H u n d r e d  Y e a r s '  W a r  o f  t h e  
F r e n c h  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o n q u e r o r s .  B e t r a y e d  b y  t h e  
f e u d a l  l o r d s ,  s h e  w a s  c a p t u r e d  a n d  b u r n e d  a t  t h e  s t a k e  b y  t h e  
E n g l i s h  c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h .  

Antikainen Toivo ( 1 8 9 8 - 1 9 4 1 )  -  h e r o  o f  t h e  K a r e l o - F i n n i s h  
p e o p l e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  F i n l a n d  i n  
1 9 1 8 .  I n  1 9 3 4  h e  w a s  a r r e s t e d  b y  t h e  F i n n i s h  p J i c e .  H i s  b e h a v i o u r  
i n  c o u r t  w a s  c o u r a g e o u s  a n d  h e  u n m a s k e d  t h e  f a s c i s t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
t h e  t r i a l .  

Bobrinsky, Alexey Alexandrovich ( 1 8 5 2 - 1 9 2 7 )  —  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
n o b i l i t y  o f  S t  P e t e r s b o u r g  p r o v i n c e ,  s e n a t o r ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t s a r ' s  
c o u r t .  A f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  m o n a r c h i c  
' C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  U n i t y  o f  R u s s i a ' ;  h e  e m i g r a t e d  i n  1 9 1 9 .  

Bonaparte, Louis ( 1 8 0 8 - 1 8 7 3 )  -  E m p e r o r  o f  F r a n c e .  
Wallisch, Koloman - o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a n t i - f a s c i s t  

u p r i s i n g  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 3 4 .  B e t r a y e d  
b y  a n  a g e n t  p r o v o c a t e u r ,  h e  w a s  t r i e d  a n d  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h  b y  a  
C o u r t  M a r t i a l .  H e  b e h a v e d  c o u r a g e o u s l y  i n  c o u r t .  

ashlngton, George ( 1 7 3 2 - 1 7 9 9 )  —  p r o m i n e n t  A m e r i c a n  s t a t e s 
m a n ,  C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  a r m y  i n  t h e  W a r  o f  
I n d e p e n d e n c e  , n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 7 8 3 ) .  U n d e r  h i s  c h a i r m a n -

1 ?  I .  '  P  J 3  C ° n g r e S S  W O r k e d  o u t  a  n e v ' '  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
i i  l  ,  C  c ' a s s  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  

e d  S t a t e s ' '  ^  ̂ V 3 S  e , e C t e d  P r e s i d e n t  t h e  U n i t "  

Garibaldi, Giuseppe ( 1 8 0 7 - 1 8 8 2 ) ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y  d e m o c r a c y ,  f . g h t e r  f o r  I t a l y ' s  l i b e r a t i o n  f r o m  f o r e i g n  y o k e .  

Djidrov, Peter _  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  R i g h t w i n g  S o c i a l -
d e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  i n  B u l g a r i a .  I n  1 9 1 8  h e  w a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e  
i n  M a l i n o v  s  c a b i n e t .  D u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  h e  w a s  a n  a c 
t i v e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t  o f  f a s c i s t  p r o p a g a n d a  I n  B u l g a r i a  

ftsikawa, Syoitsi ( M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 8 9 2  -  February 1 5 .  1 9 4 5 )  _  
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mi l i t an t  o f  t h e  J apanese  w o rk i n g  c l a s s  movemen t .  Af t e r  t he  f o u n d 
ing  o f  t h e  J apanese  Com mun i s t  Pa r t y ,  he  j o ined  i t .  H e  opposed  t he  
J apa ne se  i n t e rven t i on  i n  t he  Sov i e t  Fa r  Eas t e rn  r eg ions .  I n  1923  
be  was  t h rown  i n to  p r i s on  fo r  commun i s t  p ropaganda .  I n  1924  he  
began  pub l i sh ing  a  magaz ine  wh ich  p ropaga t ed  Marx i s m .  He  r e 
p re sen t ed  t he  J apanese  Commun i s t  Pa r t y  a t  t he  S ix th  Congre s s  o f  
t he  Com i n t e r n ,  a t  wh ich  he  was  e l ec t ed  m em ber  o f  i t s  Execu t i ve  
C o mmi t t e e .  He  was  a r r e s t ed  and  i n  t he  cou r t  he  de f ended  t he  
p ro g ra mme  and  t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  J apanese  Commun i s t  Pa r t y  (1931 ) .  
The  Seven th  Congre s s  o f  t h e  Comin t e rn  e l ec t ed  h im  in  h i s  ab s ence  
a s  member  o f  t h e  F .  C  He  was  murde red  i n  t he  p r i son  by  t he  
J apan ese  m i l i t a ry .  

Karadja, Stefan (S t e f an  Todo rov )  (1840 -68 )  — Bu lga r i an  na 
t i ona l  r evo lu t i o n a ry  and  l e a de r  o f  a rmed  r eb e l  de t a c hmen t s .  Se 
r i o u s ly  wounded  i n  a  ba t t l e  w i t h  Tu rk i sh  t r oops ,  h e  was  t aken  p r i 
s o n e r  and ,  ha l f - dead ,  wa s  hanged  i n  Ro u sse .  

Kofardjiev, Xikola Georgiev ( 1904 -31 )  — func t i ona ry  o f  t h e  
Bu lga r i an  r evo lu t i ona ry  work ing  c l a s s  movemen t ,  o f  t h e  Bu lga 
r i an  Young  C o mmu n i s t  Leag u e ,  Sec r e t a ry  o f  t h e  Cen t r a l  Com m i t t e e  
o f  t h e  Worke r s '  You th  Un ion .  A t  t he  e nd  o f  1930  he  became  a  
Sec re t a r y  o f  t h e  Ce n t r a l  Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  B u lga r i an  Commun i s t  
Pa r t y .  H e  d i ed  i n  an  exchange  o f  f i r e  w i th  t he  po l i c e  i n  So f i a .  

Levski, Vassil (Yas s i l  I v an o v  K ounc he v ) ,  t h e  D e acon  ( 1837 -
73 )  — Bu lga r i an  na t i ona l  r evo lu t i ona ry  and  r evo lu t i ona ry  de m o
c ra t ,  one  o f  t h e  l e ade r s  an d  i deo log i s t s  o f  t h e  B u lga r i an  na t i ona l  
r evo l u t i ona ry  movemen t  du r ing  t he  pe r i od  o f  O t t oma n  bondage .  
Foun de r  o f  t h e  In t e rna l  Sec r e t  Rev o lu t i o n a r y  O rga n i za t i on  and  
o f  a  new  r evo lu t i o n a ry  t a c t i c s .  To g e t h e r  w i t h  t he  who le  I n t e rna l  
Organ i za t i on  he  s i ded  w i th  Lyuben  Ka rave lov  who  s t a r t ed  a  s t r ug 
g l e  aga in s t  t h e  l i be r a l  bou rgeo i s  e l e me n t s  i n  t he  Bu lga r i an  Rev o lu 
t i ona ry  Cen t r a l  C o mmi t t e e  f o r  t he  i deo log i ca l  r evo lu t i ona ry  pu r i t y  
o f  t h e  Bu lga r i an  na t i ona l  r evo lu t i ona ry  movemen t .  

Lincoln,Abraham ( 1809 -65 )  — Amer i can  p rog re s s ive  s t a t e sman .  
P r e s iden t  f r om 1861  un t i l  1865 .  H e  fough t  fo r  t h e  abo l i t i on  o f  
s l ave rv  a nd  p roc l a imed  t h e  e ma nc ipa t i on  o f  t h e  Neg ro  peop l e .  He  
was  mo r t a l l y  w ounde d  by  an  ag en t  o f  t h e  s l ave -owne r s .  

Luetgens, Avgust —  German  p ro l e t a r i an  r evo lu t i ona ry .  He  
gave  an  e x c e l l e n t  ex amp l e  o f  f i rmnes s  an d  he ro i sm  i n  cou r t  and  
u nde r  t he  ga l l ows .  

Lyutibrodski, Yordan Todorov ( 1911 - 35 )  — func t i ona ry  o f  t h e  
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r evo lu t i o n a ry  and  work ing  c l a s s  mo v emen t  i n  Bu lga r i a .  Sec r e t a ry  
o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Commi t t e e  o f  t h e  Bu lga r i an  Commun i s t  Pa r t y  i n  
V ra t s a  and  c o l l a b o ra to r  o f  t h e  Cen t r a l  C ommi t t e e .  Ar r e s t ed  i n  
Se p t em be r  1933 ,  s en t en ced  t o  d ea t h  and  hanged  i n  Va rna  p r i son  
i n  19 35 .  

Mooney. Tom ( 1886  — March  4 ,  194? )  — pa r t i c i pan t  i n  t he  
A mer i can  work ing  c l a s s  movemen t .  Ar r e s t ed  on  a  f r amed -u p  
c ha rge  f o r  t h rowing  a  bom b  ag a i n s t  a  m i l i t a r i s t i c  demons t r a t i on  
i n  San  F ranc i s c o  and  s en t enced  t o  dea t h ,  a l t hough  h e  was  innocen t .  
Unde r  t he  p r e s su re  o f  t h e  p ro t e s t  movemen t ,  h i s  de a t h  s en t ence  was  
commuted  t o  l i f e  impr i sonmen t .  I n  1 9 3 9  a  n ew  p ro t e s t  wave  c om
pe l l ed  t he  US  au tho r i t i e s  t o  r e l ea se  h i m .  

Pastouhov, Krustyo — one  o f  t h e  l e ade r s  o f  t h e  R igh tw ing  
Soc i a l - d emoc ra t i c  Pa r t y ,  he  becam e  an  enemy  o f  commun i sm  a nd  
o f  t h e  Sov i e t  Un i o n .  I n  1919 ,  a s  Min i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  h e  i s su ed  
o rde r s  t o  t he  po l i c e  t o  f i r e  a t  t he  demons t r a t i on  o f  t h e  home le s s ,  
t h r ee  o f  whom were  k i l l ed .  

Purishkevich, Vladimir Mitrofunoviih ( 1870 -1920 )  — b ig  Rus 
s i an  l and lo rd ,  mona r c h i s t  and  r eac t i ona ry .  

Radishchev, Alexander Xikoluci'ich ( 1749 -1802 )  — g rea t  Rus 
s i an  r evo lu t i ona ry ,  f i gh t e r  ag a i n s t  t s a r i s rn  and  s e r fd o m.  P ro mi 
nen t  wr i t e r ,  ph i l o sophe r -ma te r i a l i s t  and  en l i gh t ene r ,  f ounde r  o f  
Rus s i an  r evo lu t i ona ry  l i t e r a tu r e .  

Rashenov, Yordan — f unc t i ona r y  o f  t h e  Bu lg a r i an  S oc i a l -
democ ra t i c  Pa r t y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  mode ra t e s ,  o r  'K a u t s k i ans '  i n  i t .  

Sakarov, Dr. Nikola — Bulga r i an  e c onom i s t  and  pub l i c  f i gu 
r e ,  one  o f  t h e  l e ade r s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i s t  mo v emen t  w i th in  t he  
Bu lga r i an  Soc i a l - de m oc r a t i c  Pa r t y  ( Le f tw ing  S oc i a l i s t s ) .  I n  1923  
he  opposed  i n  Pa r l i amen t  t he  Sep t embe r  Upr i s i ng  and  was  expe l l ed  
f r o m the  Bu lga r i an  Commun i s t  Pa r t y ,  wh ich  he  had  jo in ed  i n  1920  
t oge the r  w i th  a  number  o f  ' ana r cho - l i be r a l s '  and  ' p rog re s s i s t s ' .  

Sakuzov, Yanho — Bu lg a r i an  pub l i c  f i gu r e  and  po l i t i c a l  l e ad 
e r ,  one  o f  t h e  l e ade r s  o f  t h e  Bu lga r i an  Soc i a l -Democra t i c  Un ion  
and  ed i t o r  o f  i t s  o rgan  D rugar .  As  member  o f  t h e  Cen t r a l  Commi t t e e  
o f  t h e  Bu l ga r i a n  Worke r s  Soc i a l -De mocra t i c  Pa r t y  he  endeavou r 
ed  t o  de t ach  t he  p a r t y  f rom t he  work ing  c l a s s  and  t o  o r i en t a t e  i t  
t owa r ds  co -o p e ra t i on  w i th  t he  ' p roduce r s '  s t r a t a ' .  A f t e r  t he  Ten th  
Congre s s  o f  t h e  Bu lga r i an  W orke r s '  Soc i a l -Democra t i c  Pa r t y  
(1 903 )  h e  becam e  l eade r  o f  t h e  oppo r tun i s t  Bu lga r i an  Worke r s '  
Soc i a l -Demo cra t i c  Pa r t y .  
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Stamboliiski, Alexander ( 1 8 7 9 - 1 9 2 3 )  —  o u t s t a n d i n g  B u l g a r i a n  
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e .  H e  o p p o s e d  t h e  ' p r o f e s s i o n a l '  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  
A g r a r i a n s  t o  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o  c o m m u n i s t  
i d e o l o g y ,  a n d  t h e  A g r a r i a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l .  I n  1 9 1 9  S t a m b o l i i s k i  h e a d e d  a n  A g r a r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  
w h i c h  c a r r i e d  o u t  a  n u m b e r  o f  m e a s u r e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
b i g  c a p i t a l .  H e  w a s  s a v a g e l y  m u r d e r e d  a f t e r  t h e  f a s c i s t  c o u p  d ' e 
t a t  o n  J u n e  9 ,  1 9 2 3 .  

T h a e l m a n n ,  E r n s t  ( 1 8 8 6 - 1 9 1 4 )  —  p r o m i n e n t  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
G e r m a n  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  m o v e m e n t ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  i n  G e r m a n y ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
o f  t h e  G e r m a n  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y .  H e  l e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r t y  i n t o  a  m a s s  p a r t y  o f  a  n e w  t y p e ,  f o r  o v e r c o m 
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