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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

THIS PAMPHLET is based on a speech by Gus Hall, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist Party, U.S.A., delivered on
May 25, 1960, at a meeting in New York City under the
auspices of the weekly newspaper, THE WORKER.

A former steelworker and Navy veteran, Mr. Hall helped
organize the C.I.O. Steelworkers Union in the 19g0’s. He is
one of the Communist leaders convicted and imprisoned dur-
ing the years of the McCarthyite witchhunting hysteria. He is
the author of numerous pamphlets including Your Stake in
the rg6o Elections, Our Sights to the Future, Peace Can Be

Won, and Marxism and Negro Liberation, all published by
New Century Publishers.

Published by
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ers, the Negro people, the dirt farmers, the youth need to
take a hand in formulating and carrying out a policy of peace

and democracy. The monopolists have had a free hand
too longl
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But I think it is the right and duty of each of us
to look long and hard at the situation we are in and
to call a spade a spade. And we can no longer
speak about saving face, we must worry about sav-
ing humanity.

But we reject as false the advice given by the New York
Times when, in its editorial of May 2o, it says:

The United States Government and the people
of the United States have no apologies to make to
themselves or to anyone else for the use of high-flying
reconnaissance planes as a means of self-protection. ...

The old New York Times has itself during this crisis
shown ineptitude and confusion. It has itself been caught
in all the lies that it sees fit to print.

HOW THE PEOPLE RESPONDED

Americans as a whole during this crisis have shown ma-
ture and deep understanding. They have refused to be
panicked. They have refused to be misled or sidetracked
from their course in the struggle for peace. The mass actions
for peace since the failure of the Summit have been very im-
pressive demonstrations of how the people feel about these
developments. We have a right to draw courage and confi-
dence from these actions.

The New York-San Francisco wave of mass activities has
set the pace for the whole country.

The tremendous success of the New York mass actions
of the Negro people, the trade unions, the old people and
the peace forces is exciting evidence that this is a new day.
The recent midnight peace march through mid-town New
York, following the.inspiring meeting of 20,000 in Madison
Square Garden organized by the Committee for a Sane Nu-
clear Policy, gave us a feeling that something new has been
added. The American- people have begun to recapture
the spirit of mass action and mass protest.
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Some of our fellow Americans have criticized the Eisen-
hower Administration for giving the Soviets the instruments
with which to wreck the Summit.

Such criticism does not honestly and frankly face up to the
facts. It comes from those who want to be critical but do
not have the courage to do so without wrapping it up in an
anti-Soviet package.

Such a method never gets down to the real causes; it gets
lost. And it contains the same fraud and falsehood that were
used as a smokescreen to promote the very policies the critic
means to challenge. Such an examination will not lead to a
frank or a basic look at such policies in a way that would lead
to a change or a correction.

The idea of coexistence, of settling all issues without the
use of armed force, is an answer to a world of H-bombs and
intercontinental ballistic missiles. It is an answer to a world
in which there exists a system of socialist nations whose basic
outlook, flowing from the very nature of their society, is the
securing of peace. The failure of the Summit does not change
this fact. This world needs peace and coexistence now as
much as it did a week ago. In fact, the world does co-exist.
The forces who try to undermine this and who place obstacles
on the path of further developing this concept must be ex-
posed and defeated. There is no realistic substitute for this
policy. The alternative to coexistence is war.

What is a realistic policy for today?

First, it must become official government policy to end all
double-dealing. This will happen only if we take concrete
steps in this direction, such as starting to dismantle the net-
work of overseas bases. You cannot talk of peace while you
have an atomic cannon sticking in every window and door
of the Soviet Union and China. It is from these nests of war
that the danger of accidental war is the greatest.

We must withdraw our forces from the territory of China.
We must recognize realities and give full diplomatic recogni-
tion to China and its 650 million people.

We must withdraw our support from all of the reactionary
puppet governments around the world.
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partment of Justice knows that they are liars.

We who for years have identified ourselves with, and
taken part in the struggles of labor, the Negro people, the
poor farmers—struggles that have been constantly attacked,
maligned, misrepresented and lied about—are not too sur-
prised to see the present gyrations of the government spokes-
men and the press. When the U.S. Government breaks all
international law and flaunts the sovereignty of the Soviet
Union, Turkey, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Norway by send-
ing a military plane across their borders—this they hail as be-
ing “responsible” and *vigilant.” But when the Soviet Union
shoots down the plane and captures the pilot, this is con-
demned in bellicose language as “irresponsible” and *toying
with the peace of the world.” This type of perversion is a
continuation of the journalism that blames strikers and their
unions for disturbing the peace, blames labor for the increase
in the high cost of living and accuses the unions of restrict-
ing the rights of the individual. This is the same journalism
that accuses the victims of the lynch mob of disturbing the
tranquility of the South.

How many times have the countries building socialism,
who base themselves on the ideas of Marxism, been charged
with having a credo to the effect that “a thing is wrong
only if it does not work, if you get caught,” or that “the end
justifies the means.” It must be shocking to the naive who
have swallowed this bait to hear our own government spokes-
men now openly spouting such concepts and defending them
as just and proper and necessary for the conduct of gov-
ernmental affairs.

Turkey, South Vietnam, South Africa, Cuba and other lands
are seriously moving forward to make themselves the bastions
of the real free world, not the phony “free world” of the mo-
nopolists . The peoples of Norway, of Denmark, are demand-
ing that their governments re-establish their ownership over
the U.S. airfields and put them to peaceful use for the good of
humanity. The peoples of the world are going to draw away
more and more from such blundering, cold-war actions. The
policies of cold war are increasingly isolating the United States
from the rest of the world.

SECRET GOVERNMENT

One thing that these last go days have brought into the
limelight is the chaos in Washington. Moreover, this chaos
moves in a very dangerous direction. For some time there has
been a slow but definite process in which those elected by the
people have less and less power, and departments and govern-
ment bodies who are not accountable to anyone are gathering
into their hands ever greater power. Slowly the powers of the
executive have increased. But what is especially alarming is
the growing power of such bodies as the Central Intelligence
Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the National
Security Council.

These secretive, self-perpetuating bodies have greater pow-
er than any of those elected and responsible to the electorate,
nor has any other body anything to say about what they do.
They have their own private expense accounts, for which they
are accountable to no one, and they work in the dark. The
Pentagon has become a power in shaping both domestic and
foreign policy. These are danger signals in a democracy.
These bodies are usurping the powers that constitutionally
belong to the people. And because of this, while the CIA was
involved in all the developments of this past period, so far no
senator or member of the House of Representatives has dared
to raise any questions about its role or activity.

These appointed bodies and committees are all part of the
cold war apparatus. They are the means through which big
business and the high military bosses dictate and control pol-
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kind' of vehicle that could carry H-bombs. We Americans
must ask ourselves, and responsible Americans have asked:
What would have happened—what would have been the or-
ders to our planes that are over our cities 24 hours a day
loaded with A-bombs—if a Soviet plane had penetrated our
air space half way across the country?

How can anyone seriously discuss the settlement of world
tensions with a head of Government whose Secretary of De-
fense, from the meeing hall and on the very day that the con-
ference is to open, issues orders for a world-wide military
alert and check of its war potential? We Americans cannot
overlook the fact that this Secretary of Defense was playing
with planes that are loaded with A-bombs and this fiasco
could have been the fiasco to end all fiascoes. Even more,
on coming back to Washington, this head of all our armed
forces stated that he had decided the Summit would not be
a success, therefore he ordered the alert. This military man
so decided! Is not this the most dangerous and irresponsible
kind of brinkmanship?

The simple truth is that to continue discussing peace
under such conditions would be to condone double-dealing,
to condone actions of war and preparations for war camou-
flaged with talk of peace. To conduct discussions under such
circumstances would be to betray the cause of peace itself.

But again, there is nothing surprising in all this. Is this
not the same Administration that only a few years ago went
into the Pacific, brutally removed the population of a num-
ber of islands, set up A-bomb testing grounds on Bikini,
poisoned their fishing areas, and permitted a shower of radio-
active fallout on these peoples. And when they protested
they also did not get so much as an apology or a pledge
to stop such tests. Maybe if we, the people of the United
States, had then raised a cry against such indecent, immoral
and inhuman and illegal conduct against defenseless people,
there would now be different standards of conduct by our
government in world affairs. 'We who know about Willie
McGee, the Parker Iynching, Tom Mooney, the brutality
against our comrade Henry Winston, the Rosenbergs, Sacco
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that was to fly from one end of the Soviet Union to the other
taking pictures, taping radar, and carrying on other such es-
pionage activities.

One may say that the Soviet leaders showed patience and
tact and tried to save the Summit. They tried to give Eisen-
hower a way out by saying that most likely he did not know
about it. But Ike would have none of that, and went blund-
ering ahead after being caught not only red-handed but in
a web of outright lies. He boasted that it was a spy plane
and that they had been at this game for some time. He arro-
gantly announced that they would continue to ignore the
rights of sovereign states and international law whenever
they thought it necessary. And they actually publicly an-
nounced the date on which such flights would resume. The
date was the same day as the opening of the Summit confer-
ence.

THE COLD WAR MUST END

The undeniable fact is that as long as the basic policies
of the cold war continue, there can be no successful negotia-
tions at the Summit. Yes, we have reached a new phase
in world relations. What the Summit proves beyond the shad-
ow of a doubt is that all policies of “massive retaliation,”
of dealing from “positions of strength,” of double-dealing,
of speaking from both sides of one’s mouth, in fact all poli-
cies flowing from ideas of U.S. superiority, have come to a
dead end.

The policies initiated after the second world war must be
basically changed. The only successful foreign policy for
the United States is a policy of coexistence, a policy of live
and let live, a basic, honest policy of peace.

This latest stage of the cold war, the stage of double-
dealing by talking peace but preparing for war, has now
crashed. It crashed with the U-2 spy plane.

Yet, after all that has happened, when the realities of life
have so decisively rejected the Dulles policy of brinkman-
ship, only this morning Secretary of State Herter again states
to the world concerning John Foster Dulles: “His wise
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by dropping it on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
the war-weary nations of the world would capitulate out
of fear. And so was started the most massive drive ever
launched by a group of monopoly giants to control the world.
Great Britain was easily reduced to the role of a junior part-
ner. Japan was under the heel of an occupation authority.
West Germany was also in safe hands, under the direction
of their own hand-picked occupation superintendent.

One big obstacle blocked the success of their drive—the
Soviet Union. This, therefore, became their chief target. The
Soviet Union was made to appear as the villain, and was
painted as the main source of danger to the world. The
thieves cried, “Stop, thief!”

Some might say that this is a fable, that I am manufac-
turing this story. But is it? Even in 1945, before the first
successful explosion of the A-bomb, Truman saw it as a weap-
on in the drive that had already been launched. His present
son-in-law, Mr. Daniels, reports how at Potsdam, while waiting
for the news of the A-bomb explosion, Truman said: “If it
explodes, as I think it will, I'll certainly have a hammer on
those people, the Russians.”

On March 4th of this year, Governor Rockefeller reviewed
this piece of history as follows:

After the war we had a nuclear stockpile which was
a monopoly. We developed a capacity to destroy any
nation of the world at will. And let us note right here
that the use of nuclear weapons is the basis for Ameri-
can strategy. We can’t say we can’t use nuclear weap-
ons. Because that is our strategy as a nation, that is
our policy.”

I can’t say I have ever agreed with the head of the world’s
oil monopoly more fully. That has been and that is indeed
still the basic policy. It is this policy that is now bankrupt.
And what is most important, it is bankrupt not for a mo-
ment, not temporarily, but for all time.

In his private diary, the late Senator Vandenberg relates
how the F.D.R. policy of cooperation on a world basis was
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if it had not been for America’s delaying tactics.” A member
of Eisenhower’s Science Advisory Committee, Dr. Hans Bethe,
said: “The Russians have got the impression, and I think
rightly, that whenever one demand has been fulfilled, we
make another.” s

This same pattern has been followed for many years,
starting with the founding convention of the United Nations
in San Francisco. One can trace it throughout all the ne-
gotiations around the banning of the atom bomb, disarma-
ment and peaceful use of atomic energy.

UNDERMINING THE SUMMIT

The date for the Summit meeting was set. This was the
meeting to set the stage and put the machinery in motion
for peace and disarmament. This was a gathering at which
some understanding might be reached on what even Eisen-
hower called the abnormal situation of Berlin.

But no sooner was the conference set than Washington
announced its intention of placing nuclear weapons in the
hands of the vindictive, Nazi-infested West German militar-
ists. This was followed by the signing of a military pact
with Japan which provides for aggressive war bases for the
United States for the next ten years. This, in turn, was
followed by the aggressive, war-like speeches of Secretary of
State Herter, of Under Secretary Dillon and others on Berlin.

Just picture this scene, if you will. Here we are ap-
proaching the most important meeting of our time. The
President makes an announcement from the golf course
that he will spend only a few days at the Summit because
he had a date with one of the few remaining fascist dictators
left, the dictator of Portugal. Therefore he will let Vice-
President Nixon take over from him. And a few days before
the Summit, West German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer
makes one of his regular pilgrimages to Washington. Tke
completely forgets his statement about the abnormal status
of Berlin and joins in a public statement pledging that there
will be no change in this abnormal situation.
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hysteria was an integral part of this conspiracy. The plan
was carefully laid out. Each step was carefully calculated.

And so there began the build-up of the most extensive
chain of overseas military bases ever seen. The United States
now has no less than 250 overseas military bases in 70 foreign
lands.

So, too, was born the policy of military and financial
alliances anchored on the corrupt, dictatorial, hated puppet
governments of Chiang Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee, on the
present reactionary government of South Viet Nam, on
Franco, Salazar, Batista and Trujillo, on the dictators of
Turkey and Greece.

And so, also, our national life was molded to fit the pattern
of the cold war.

Most of the top leaders of the trade unions fell into step.
The AFL set up its own world-wide arm under the leader-
ship of the political swindler Jay Lovestone, for the purpose
of disarming and disrupting the unity of the trade unions
all over the world. For this same purpose the State Depart-
ment assigned representatives of labor to its main embassies.
The unions put on their own anti-Communist drive, which
has continued unabated to this day. Only a few weeks ago,
in the name of the AFL-CIO, Lovestone and Meany, with
the blessing of Adenauer, staged a labor conference rigged
in support of the cold-war policy and against any agreement
at the Summit.

The world was at peace, but the war budgets grew bigger
and biggers and the war profits rolled in. The world was at
peace, but taxes kept going up to pay for all these elaborate
schemes of conquest. The world was at peace, but the cold-
war tensions were fired by every possible means. The plans
were being executed. Dulles put the State Department
into a jet plane and was in perpetual motion, flying from one
corner of the world to another.

The policy of conquest was not without success. The
overseas private investments of Wall Street rose from $7.3
billion in 1940 to $27.1 billion in 1958. Now these figures
run over $go0 billion. These are the official figures, but many
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sources such as Fortune magazine admit the right figure is at
the $50-$60 billion level. The profit rate on these invest-
ments runs 12 to 20 percent. From 1946 to 1957, the volume
of profits for Wall Street from these investments rose 250
percent.

NEW COLD-WAR TACTICS

But as they say, the best-laid plans of mice and men do
go astray. The world did not sit still or wait to be pushed
around by Wall Street. The first setback was the stubborn
refusal of the Soviet Union to buckle under. This was fol-
lowed by the victory of the Chinese people over the peanut
dictator Chiang Kai-shek. And then came the most shattering
of all developments—the break in the monopoly of the A-
bomb. A%

Soviet scientists surprised the world with their accom-
plishment. But this was only the first of many shocks and
surprises to come. The powerful new world system of so-
cialist nations has made its appearance. This socialist world
has outstripped all world records in the rate of economic
growth. The sputniks and the payloads to the moon have
all heralded the superiority of socialist science. And during
all these years the world movement for peace has grown
stronger and gathered ever new forces.

In the midst of all these developments there has taken
place another unnerving and shattering blow to the plans
of the cold warriors. Under the leadership of the Soviet
Union, the socialist nations in cooperation with a large bloc
of neutral nations and the colonial peoples, in the process of
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