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FORE\X/ORD 

THIS pamph let .is a re.•port made in Jun.e, 193.(.i, ·t.n the Ninth .. Convcnt1.·on. 
of th,~ Com munist Party of the United S1a1e~ on the $Uhject: "TJ:ie 

Struggle :\gain;,t Wnr, and the Pea<:e Policy of the Soviet Union ." Bnt .if 
the rapid (•ven ls ,,r the lat e s1unrner have rnade some of the material in it 
seen1 ''<:>Id", thrj amazi ng thin l,!: is the precl;,;ion with which every even t drives 
home the proo.f of the accuracy . of the posi tio n of the Comn1unist Party 
which the report expnissed. 

ln June we had l.o argu.e tlwt sanctions do not mean war, but failure lo 
apply snnct.ions inevitabl y gives the fascfot states the foothold for their 
next and more powerful as.~a uh upon world peace. It was necessary even 
tu argue again~!: :, rn·oposnl (if Nornian Thom.as to give Mussolini and Hitler 
"Recess to raw materials" on the theory· that this vmuhl appease their hrnt 
for war! But in Sept.embei: the bla tant butcher :!VIussolini himself shouted 
from the tribune in the Piazza Venezia: ' ;We are powerfol [for war] not 
in spite of <1t1r African cam1n1ign, hut because of itl''--and on September 20 
the }fears!: newspapers which had heen the special pleaders to the world 
to Ie t I'Vfossolini lw ve E thiopia in exchange for peace ealmly describe the 
Ethiopian eonquest as HJ taly's ' tune- up' for the greater war ahead". In 
June we hm:l I:<• argue th tt t 1J1.e fasdst states of Hitler and Mussolini planned 
a war of aggression against the democral:fo nations of Western Europe, and 
that they would mah use of every hesitation, division, weakness and re. 
treat of other s tates to sei:z,,, the additional footholds needed for military 
awwk, T oday we see the proof that Hitler's guns, so suddenly moved nvcr
night to the Rhine, have the purpose of making war for the c9nquest of 
\Vestem Europe ; ,tnd the scarcely coucealed German and Italian arming 
of the .fascist forces in Spain for the murde,r of the Sp:udsh Republic is 
intended to build the anvil upon which fascism in tends to pound the Frnneh 
Republic to death, The sam.e leather-lunged lying then used by tht! fascists 
and unwittingly repeated hy timM men is now heing used again to overa we 
the more naive of the pacifists , and. the more confused of .. the Socialists. 

~'e argued that, thnugh the war-nmkers of Japan, Italy and Gennarry 
wii:h profound correctness regard the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
as the stningest obstacle to thefr plans, nevertheless their pretense i:o have 
aims "only" directed against tlni socialist state is mer ely a part of their 
strategy of separating the friends oJ peac(: and cullil1g a tmie that. Hitler's 
Hunkeys in France and England can play on their fascist Jiddks. And today 
Hitler t:rfo:;; to dri,wn out the rumble of his tanks on the French northern 
horders, and the mar of Ms airplane bombs on French soullrnrn borders, 
with shouts that he will take the Ukraine and Siberia (yes, his deal'est hui 
his va.inest desire!) and will be ''sa tisfied" to leave France alone. 

In June we had to use the thin weitpon of logic lo show tlwt ''in Loa• 
;, 
;:, 
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d1.,n and a"lso. in Paris Hiller finds friends for the building of the war 
pl.lines that will soon drop bombs 011 Paris and Lond,:,n". But ·in Sq)lember 
i1· is pnbliely known that the "American" dtt l·\,nts had 1'iglied a secret 
cn ntrnct lo ;; upply Hiller with mm1.itions. When the Almirantc Cervera 
t.11 r11ed it s guns upon t!te lJ.S. com,tguard cutter Caruga and threaten ed tu 
f-ire, (111([ when adn1i11edly a Spanish fasci81 b(Hnhinµi plane attacked and 
dn1ppud six bonilis nl the l J.S. deslr()yer Kane, the rnttenet,I. section of the 
A nwri.can press contiriued lo prai;;e the Spani;,h fascist cri1ninals as "hero(rs", 
al1lwugl1 they scrN1med for " s tern action" against the dem,wrati e Spanish 
gov(:r11numl when Ame ri can millivnaires' anlornobiles were lcg:apy Tef1nisi 
Uo11 ed for nat.imii:d military defon:-e. 

l:n all co1mtries of 1.he world iJ bceontcs cleurer that the issue is 
•' Dernocracy against Fascisrn". 

Hearst 'ii; in confenrnce with Hitler in Berlin. after visiting Nlnt.siwlini 
in Rorne rhis summer, and the Hearst press .is screaming fn,ni every head
line the exact slogans of the /loel!dscher Bco/mchit•r and th e Judcnkenncr, 
c::xcept that the word "alien,;'' is substituted for the directly anti-Sernilic 
terms tlu1t woul.d not serve the advertising departments. Thu argurnmHs are 
ll<':edless to prove what Ilearsl: h:in1s1)lf pulilished i1i al:I his newsf,apers in 
mid -August that he hopes to see Gre,at Britain and the United States 
form a nrilitary alliance with "the co-11se:rv,1 tive siates'' oJ Nazi Gcnnany 
and fascis t Italy agalnsl whul: he openly calls the "rotten reed", tlie French 
llepublic, and against the lJnio11 of Sovie! Socinlist Republics. 'fhis :is 
Hearst's "isolation policy!"-his "nn Em\opean ent,1nglements!"-····•his "rnm
t.ra:Jily ! " Every nati,,n that is in the world niarlrnt will lw in the world war! 
But lfoarst, the conupLivnist., Hears t who no1v openly cornmits hirnse!J to 
th(t overthrow of democratic g<,ver.nmenl by rnns.pirHLive and military vio
lence (as he advocated the ass1s&inn1ion of publ ic ollicials in an cditol'ial 
ugain$1. President McKillley in the New Fork Jonrnal, April JO. 1901) · ···· 
l:foars t. who buys adrniraJs and generals in 1udform and lays fascist hands 
upon the Army, Navy and National .. Guard--'is mi aspirant lo the director -
~liip of the foreign poliey\ of 1be United Stales! And H.ear's t has his eandi -
da1·e for Prcs:1den1 ! • 

This is the rapid development in the struggle for the world line-up· of 
fa~ei~m against de1noeruey. It is a line0up for war. 

And so it is necessary for every nu1n, woman and child in America 
und a ll countr.ies to study the forces that are creeping up to t:he slaughter 
,_ir auol:her 10,000,000 of the flower of young rrnmhoo<l only to foed the 
powc:ll'. 1:he Jus L ,md the gluttony of criminah in high places. 

To the young men and wo1nen of Arnerica, especially those in the tri1de 
1111 ic11u;, in the student and youth orgnnizalionf;, t:he organizations of young 
Soc inl i::H.s and the religious you1h organizalions, _ v,rho have shown such a 
c11umgoo 11s interest in peace, .is dedicated this effort lo explain the Co111-
nu111i 1:1 t, .Party's v.ie w of The Sfri1.ggle Against /Var, <wd t.he Piw-ce Polic,:r of 
1./w Sovi,:t Uni-<m, thaL colossrn, of peace and of socialism. that has risen 
10 111 tdrn poss ible am.ong the Wttio tls of the world a real stand against the 
d1111 11·11 cl.lon of civil:ization by war. 

ROBERT MINOR. 
Nww l'orl~, S"pl.cm.bcr 21, 1936. 
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THE STUUGGLE AGAINST \VAU, ANO THE 
PEACE POLICY OF THE SOVIET UN!ON•:<

By ROBERT MINOR 

A !,~~~:~. days a?o ")A~l~lph I:i~ler had a ~co~f~ren~:e.- with bis 
(,uH,1,-tl Staff 1n Bedui, subsequent to the n ,occupal.HJn of the 

Rhineland by Black-Slrirt troops and doubtless on the subj ect 
of remilitarization of the Rhine. Hitler's milit,ary chief, General 
von Setickt, rushed from this conference to London to participate 
in a "good-will" denHmstration of British and C:iCrman war 
veteran;: Feeling that po'lite words were called for, the fascist 
general said he was deeply gratified that the veterans of the 
opposing countries couhl fr-aternize after the last war, and that 
he hoped they would be ahle to fraternize in just as noble a 
spirit after the neu.1 war th(l,t is soon to begin. The newspapers . 
reported this as a stupid blunder of th<-~ Ge1wral who thus revealed 
his chief's plan. 

The British War Secretary Cooper says, "The situation in 
Europe is far worse than it. w,as in 1914,". 

Rear Admiral Larring, Commander of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, said on Memorfol Day: " ... we have the condition of a 
hoifor that is under capacity pressure, with that pressure con
stantly .increasing. Explosion is sure to follow." 

* * {} 

The fact that the imminence of the war clangei:, is now openly 
admitted. even by the war-makers is an advantage to tho~e who 
want to fight against war. As long as imperialist agents could 
conc:eal the danger, the mass of humanity was held inactive hy 
illusions of peace while the war-makers prepared. 

The danger is no longer that the masses do not know that 
war is threatening. The danger now arises that the masses will 

* Report delivered at the N.inth Couventiori of the .Cnnununist Party 
of the LI.S.A., held in June, 1936, a t New York. 
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he deceived as Lo the sourres of the irnrnediate threat, the nal/1,re 

and tdent£ty of the forces 1naking immedintelv for war. and uJ/wt ~ ~., ' .I , 

measnres 1rUl or will not be ejJectire against thent. And all of 
the skilled Ivinst of reaction is beirw: used to excuse or to cover 

-· (._,• '~·•! 

up the idcntily . of the forces that plan to turn loo,5e the reign of 
death. Tbe plans of the wnr-1nakcn~ require that nil qrwstio.ns 
as to who is the incendiary of war and precisely what p(\Oples 
and natiom are the inm1ediate objects o-f attack shall .. bi~ envel
c,ped in a smoke-screen of nneertainty and confusion. 

I. WHO ARE THE WAR-MAKERS? 

wnK~ ,ue_Y,'t)_nrni_n_ S(:).u.rees of _th{: W~tr dr'.n~er today? 
Joseph btdhu h<1s s,ud that the d,uige,r comes from two 

soun:cs: "The first is in the F\1r l~asl, in the zone of Japan. 
The second is in the zone of Gemian:v.'' 

The fundaniental eause of imperialist wars is capitalism; the 
looting, robbing aggression whieh is inherent in the system, the 
sharpening o( imperial.is l: contradi<J.ions. 

In the concrete international situation today the instigator of 
w·n j._ 1·aH•£5m. · the in;;;tj,.-•1tors '·lTC' the• f.l,wi"-t '-l'lfeS Tlw fund·l· ' · - . ,,- . , ., • . ., . ,. . . .__ ·c <. - ., •· ., . ., .. ... , ,.. . .. . , . ... • . .. . . .. -- .. , 

:rnenlal cause is capitalism, but the rnarmt\r in which this fm1dn 
ment{ll cause is forcing war upon the wo.r]d today is through 
tliese rnost aggressi,ve and u,arlike fore es of capitalism, through 
fascism, the iron-dad Ji.st of these most warlike forees. 

Because :fnscisnl was not prmte1ited frol'll conqtwi·ing Germany , 
it has grown into a direct ·war nwrwce to the ·whole u.rorld. The 
danger is increasing because at every step of war preparation 
the aggressor is able to find encouragement in the rotten circles 
of the capitals of all bourgeois nations, whose ruling classes con
nive with the viok1tion of treaties in order to equip the fascist 
war-machine of Hitler: universal military service, 11nrestrieted 
building of bombing planes, and "' ttew wat fleeL In LMdon and 
also in Paris Hitler finds friends for the · building of the war 
planes that will soon droJf bombs on Paris and London. When 
Japanese armies loot -and murder and take possession of Northern 
China, the League of Nationl is passive, and when Mnssolin.i 
deliberately decrees death to a member of the League, the 
Ethiopian nation, the League is weak and timid, indecisive. 
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II. AGAINST WHOlvl DO THEY PREPARE WAH'? 

[E ALL knu\V that the fascist adventurer-politi(,;al leaders and 
t.he GenC'ral Sta ffs of buth Gerrnany and J npan have cbhor

nte pfons for inaldng war against tbe U.S.S.R. Hut it would be a 
n1i1,tnke to believe from this th.ft thi~ fo:;;cist war plans are 

dins:-cted frn:ain st the U.S.S.H. alone; ii: would lead to miscnkuln• 
!ions and, . i11 effect.ive s teps that would p lay into the hands of 
those General Staffs and fnsdst -adventurers. In fact, a part of 
the politic,.il strntegy of the war-makers consists today· in trying 
tc, rnake the mnsses believe that Hitler oJTers no thretil to the 
peoples of the West, that if he builds forts on the Rhine with 
big guns trained oii the French and Belgian horders he .is acting 
as the "sav ior of Europe frorn Con1muni.sn1" and that it is ''1nere
lv" against the U.S.S.lt that he will 1nnke war. This is a lie. 
u·nd t<; believe this lie would he disastrous to the forces of peace~ 
This lfr: is a par! of the fascist strategy against the U.S.S.R. as 
well as -against otlwr countdes; it is intended to isolate the 
enemies of war froin one another. This strategy is intcnde<l to 
help the fascist wnr-rnakers to "borrow" a border contiguous to 
the U.S.S.H .. or l:o France. Today e1;ery neighbor of Gerrnany is 
under extren1e rne.nnce of sudden military action and loss of its 
national independence and freed om. .,, 

'l'o think t.hnt "only" the Soviet Union is menaced, we would 
lHtvtJ to forget not alone that IJitler's present military preparations 
are direeted most inrrnediately at the borders (Jf France and 
Belgium, hul: al so I.hat the Nazi General Staff's plans seem to de
pend upon hotb Holland and Switzerland as 1nilitary roads to 
Paris. The "racial" theory with which Hitler faseisri'l operates, 
which seems so idiotic to w,, has .i ts explanation partly in its 
character as a mask hehind ,vhich Hitler tries ' to realize an 
essential part of his program-. -the conque~t and annexation of 
neighboring eountr.ics in whieh there is a German-speakjng pop
ulation. The conquest of Austria, whose prernicr Dollfuss was 
nrnrderer by l:lit ler\ Gerrnan Nazi bandits as a deliberate part 
of the foreign policy of Hitler, enters into the_ German fascist 
scheme as a necessary part of the '•national unity of Germans" 
to solidify his base for further conqnests. The annihilation of the 
national independence of Czechoslovakia, the recitpture of Alsace• 
Lorraine, of Danzig, and the capture of .Memel and annexation 
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of Liil111:wia, as well as the conquest. of Southern Dernnark, have 
l1NH1nu1 indispi;:nsable parts of the war policy of Hitler's ''Third 
Hni0li ". We must not overlook the fact that:, from the point of 
vlnw of military possibility, il is mud1 easier first to seize t.he 
UII prt>lect:ed porl of Memel, l.o conquer Lithuania, or to .. over-
1· ui1 the unfortified borders of Czechoslovakia or Austria, or to 
:, upport a military "putsch'' of Black Shirt:-. in Danzig, and even 
l.o carry out the German General Staff's plan against Fnince 
through Holland or Switzerlftnd, before undertaking wur against 
the lJ .S.S.R. 

To believe that. only the Soviet: l.Jnion is Ill(~1rnced with war, 
we would have to forget: that Japanese atmies are now in pos
st:ssion of l:{~rritorv in Northern China as large as the entire 
portion of the United States west 'of the Rocky Mountains. Often 
LUld quite properly we have e1t1phas.izcd thal lhe Japanese im 
perialists are making Manchuria a foothold for an intended war 
against the lJ.S.S.R. lt is true--they are. Hut after thal "foot
hold" has already become an en1pire twice as large as Central 
Europe and the Japanese rnilitary jugg(irnuut passes on to take 
over all of the five remaining provinces of North China, anyo11e 
would have to be blind not lo see that this is intended as a morta,l 
blm.11 directf:y al tlw Chinese peopfo--to wipe out their national 
existence, lo enslave a natitm of 400,000,000 people to a foreign 
yoke. 'fhis is an undeckrred and uno.fficial "gradual" war againsl 
China that. is going 6n today, and leading loward an open worl<:I 
explosion. The Japanese imperialist ambition · dc1es not even 
stop short of aiming to grapple wit.h England for lndia and 
Australia, and with the United States for the Philippine Islands. 
War with the United States and war with Britain for the mastery 
of the Pacific is contemplated in the navaf and military prepara
tions of the Japanese government. There is not the slight.est doubl 
that the Japanese and German militarists know that the lJ.S.S.R 
i;; the . nwst. powerful obstacle to their ·wax .plans throughout tlw 
world situation. But-a world situation it is. 

No serious 1,erson wl{b reads the news could contend against. 
the truth 1hat the da11ger , of '(Yar comes in the main from the two 
sourccs---in the Far East in the zone of Japan, and .in. Europe in 
the zone of Genna.riy. 

Against this war rrienace every force for pea(~e in the whole 
world must be mohilized. What are those forces of peace? First., 
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the working class-the toiling people of all countries. Next, the 
U.S.S.ll. Next, the small nations, some of whom are concerned 
with the possible loss of their national existence. And, fourth, 
some big capitalist sta tes like the United States who are for the 
present time, momentari.ly, not interested in precipitating war, 
and particularly France under the government of the People's, 
Front. 

III. 19]!.l-18 AND TODAY 

rr IJE war of 19H-l8 was not checked. <1-nd from th.is some 
· · people draw fatalistic conclusions in regard to war. But a.re 

there differences between 1914 and today? Yes, there are <frf
ferences, and it would almost seem that anyone ·would have to be 
blind to think that the world in which we have to light against 
war in 1936 is just the same as the world of 1914. The first dif
ference when we consider the question of ,var is the Union of 
Soviet :Socialist Republics. It did not exist in 1914,. But it exists 
now. l)oes that make a difference? \Ve will speak of that later. 
Next, th<'!re is the difference that today there are defin.ite aggress
<>1rs, fnscisl slates, that threaten to disrupt the peace that exists and 
to plunge all nations into a blood-hath of destruction. Another 
difference is that there are definite countries that are fixed objects 
of attack by the fascist stales, and which under the present <>ir
cumstances do not wish to have the lVar that means to them the 
possible extcnnination of their national existence. Also there .am 
big capitalist stales whose interests do not lie in having war at 
~pre~t~~ · 

Therefore it .is not possible to sum up the situation in the world 
today as simply one in which two groupings of imperialist na
tions are lined up in the manner and with the same immediate 
incentives ·to war as in 191:1. There is a decisively different situa
tion; and because of this difference our tactics are different-our 
approach to the war question has to be with a clear view of the 
concrete situation in the ligbt oJ the great revolutionary theory 
and practice of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. _Lenin said that 
only when we observe a war in its peculiar historical surround
ings, as it is the duty of a Marxist to do, can we determine our 
attitude towards it. What are the peculiar historical surroundings 
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of tl.w Wfll' 1.lrnt .i $ threa tened loday? What is the great 
th11t h:,., tnke11 pl.ace in tlH~- world since the end of the 
19 11 .. 111'( 

chan"e 0 

war of 

1'lutt. clu:mge is that the most powerful of all states of Europ(t 
nfl/l As£a. f.oda:r is tlw Union of Scwiet -Sooiahst Rep-ubllcs. The 
(inul u.nd .irrevocable victory of socialisn1 in the Soviet Union, as 
poi rJl ud out by Comrade }Wanuilsky al: the Seventh World .Con
g' reHs of the .Corn.munist International, is "the second greal vie-

, Mry ed.' the international working class over world -. capitalism 
1,rinc0 the great October Socialist Hevolutio.n, and it ushers in n 
new era in the history of mankind". What I speak of now, com
rndes, is 11ot the event of October, 1917, which founded the 
1,c)ci1.1 Li st state, but something that has occu1Ted since then- lhc 
•~s~co11d great victory" which is the rise of the socialist s tate to 
Lhe position of the foremost state on the lwo continents of the Old 
World. 

Th.is "marks a great change _,.in the relationship of forces i.n 
I.he world arena to the advantage of socialis.m and the disadvan
Lage of capitalism, and . . . marks the beginning of a new stage 
in the development of die world P\Olclarian revolution". 

Take it purely from the point of view of struggle against war. 
fa there a difference in the possibilities of successful struggle 
against war when a great socialist state towers above all nations 
of .Europe and Asia in matt)rial strength, in internal strength aud 
'in prestige with the masses of all countries, as compared wilh 
tho old world of 1914 which consisted solely of capitalist powerl'! 
nnd thc!ir :;;ubject peoj)les do1ninnted hy the cold-blooded irnpe• 
rialist mouarchies oftsarist Russia, Germany an~:I Britain'? 

Ce rt;iin]y, for any serious man or woman, ii. should he clear 
I.lint every single question that -rdat(!S to u1ar and peace is funda 
rnenta 11 y changed hy this great trausforrnation. First of all because 
tlri :- n<nv power is a socialist power, with its entire economic; life 
n1i:-nd l.n 1.he infinitely higher plane of socialist production, and 
In 1.h1) honds of the mass of its people through the most democratic 
t-11,ttt<~ c:1vc:lr seen in the history of 1nan, having nothl'.!1{; in common 
111/t,h the predator:y moti·ves of capitctlist states. And secoud, 
honu 11 HC i1· is st.ro-ng . . Let us note how and why it is strong. 

' l'hu prc•:i:ltJlll: role of the ll.S.S .R. in the atena of world struggles 
0011 1d nol huve been played without the industrial advance accom-
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plished since 1928 hy the two Five-Year Plans. The Soviet Uni01l, 
by establishing socialist eco,wmy--infrni1ely superior to capitalist 
economy-has now an industrial output ahout five timf:s as great 
as that of tsarist Russia before the ,rnr. Since 1928 it· has in
creased by :300 per cen t, surpassing France, then surpassing the 
1nighty British industry, and now it has risen above the "model" 
of great: industrial systems-- tha t of Germany. At the preS<'nt time · 
only the industrial output of the United States exceeds that of 
the socialist sl:ate - -and this only temporarily. 

lvlany books have been written on the magnificent ·achieve• 
.ments of wealth, happiness nnd cu lture that are based ·on the 
great, new, mass prod uction 1nachinery of Soviet Russia. 

Socialist Industry awl TJ?,:tr 

But what is the effect of tbis giant machine industry oi the 
socialist country, in the domain of war? 

The hasis upon which all modem warfare is built is the capa• 
city and dliciency of its steel mills, mass-prodnctfon machine 
works and scientific-technical equipment and skill. The British 
ruling class likes to say t hat the Battle of the Marne wm_; won 
on the sport fi elds of its aristocratic schools, where their rnihtary 
caste of officers is trained. Oh, no, the Battle of the Marne ·was 
won hy the British Birmingham. steel mills, plus the French 
Creusot steel and armament works, and finally the scales were 
turned by the steel mills of Pittsburgh and Gary, which over
powered the steel mills of the German Ruhr and the Skoda fac
tories. 

But now have aris,m the ne w giants of Magnitogorsk and 
Dnieprostroy and hundreds of thousands of other. modern .fac
tories of the socialist state-and the most power'ful basis of 
military strength in the whole of the old world is put at the· dis
posal of socia lism ! And this means -,-at the disposa l of peace. 

On this basis, and on the basis of the growing skill and in
e.xhaustihle re.sou.reef nlness of the vounbcr Soviet working class, 

, ~ \ ~ 

has been built up a Red Anny of 1,:-300,000 men _ which, accord-
ing even to so.me c,rndid bourgeois experts, is capable of de
feating any military force in the ·world. The same sources speak 
of its splen did 1nodern eq11ipm<mt in all branches, an d d its a-ir 
fo rce, classed as superior to any in the ·world. 
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'l'lu~ fi ghting arm of the :!Ocialist rcvolutioti has been mado 
1'11,l'OIII; by gionl. socialist industry. But every interest of socialism 
and t.l w labor .movernent and <fomocracy in every country of the 
wo ,·I d is served hy peace. The gigantic strength of the strongest 
powe r of Europe is used every day, every hour, cQnsistently 111 
H'upport of peace. 

Stalclw.novism, and the Fight for Peace 

Purely in connection with the question of the war situation-'-······ 
tnke a glance at the effect that. movement called "Stakhanovis1n" 
has upon the world to.day. A Soviet coa l-miner set out to dig 
cotll under a product.ion standard requiring seven tons per day. 
The miner Stakham>v organized the method of using the coal
cutting and loading mnchinery-- an4 pl'oduced 102 tom, and later 
227 tons of coal per day instead of 7. Now, today, coal and 
metal miners, smelter workers and textile operatives in the big 
sociali st industries are producing 700 and 800 per cent of their 
former producl:ion ; nnd the world record for production of shoes 
per worker per day has passed froip1 the inlnnnan sweatshop of 
tile notorious Bal.a factory in Czechoslovakia to the free sociali st 
labor of the U.S.S.R. The socialist society is ,vell on the way to 
11Ll.ain.ing the hi ghest productivity of labor in the world in in
dustry gencrnl.l y- and this is the indispensable ohj ective withoul 
whi ch there c:m be no socialism. 

It: is laughable that the capitalist press bemoans that "the 
I , f S kl . " . " . .h .k '' w HJ> o .. ,. ta " .11n10v1sm mav corne to rrH:lHn sweat.mg. t . e wor Tr ' . 

' ,I lr-· ' 

Tho Old Guard Social.ist organ solemnly pretends never to have 
heard that Marx and Engels 89 years ago declared that after 
t:akin~ the means of production into their own hands the work
ing class, organized as the state powt~r, must "increase the total 
of productive forces as rapidly as possible". They have forgotten 
thnt at the lowest ebb of production during the worst time of 
the revolution, Lenin pointed out that in order to win the freedom 
and weHlth of socialism the productivity of socialist labor must 
he immeasurable higher th an that of cap'italist lahor. A writer in 
the Socialist Call says-an<l the editor is not ashamed to print it 
----that Stakhanovism is " in p iain English, the 'speed up' and 
'stretch-out' ". But the lovers of peace can laugh-because the 
Soviet Stakhanovist workers are breaking all world records in 
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·• 

turning out shoes and shells for the workers ' army of peace--the 
Red Army. 

Let's ;1ow take a glance hack at the pitiful sight of the bar'i'd 
of Trotskyite counter-revolutionists, who undertook ten years ago 
-across that ten years that has meant a century in the ·progress 
of the Soviet Union-undertook to say that "socialism cannot be 
bu,ilt in one country!" 

Is pot the building of socialisxn in one country-its present 
existence-the most decis£ve .fact in the whole history of the mo
dem world? 

Or now look back at the position taken by the Right. oppor
tunists who, with the voice of the kulak, spoke up just at the 
beginning of this great advance, to say that it could not he done! 
Suppose the Soviet state had been guided by them! 

But the Communist Party did not fall into the hands of the 
miserab.le, wavering Trotsky, nor into those of the Right oppor
tuni.sts- and for this reason ,ve have now today the colossal so
cialist state capable of being the decisive factor in a crisis of 
threatened world war. 

The Bolshevik qualities of the Communist Party-Bolshevik 
qualities which we see growing also here in our own American 
Com:rnunist Party, which have been spoke11 of so significantly by 
Comrade Browder-were strong enough to throw off these other
class :influences, these plausible, loud-sounding, petty-bourgeois 
words of pseudo-radicalism. 

It was the genius of Stalin and of the Russian working class 
that guided the Communist Party-- and this is the reason that we 
have now the great socialist state-as the armed and state-organ
ized sector of the world labor movement. 

If it had been otherwise-if others had had their lvay-the 
Soviet country, technically weak and culturally urienhghtened, 
as Stalin said, would have lost its indepe11dence and become a 
stake in the game of the imperialist powers. We would see now the 
imperialist armies of all nations making inroads and predatory 
raids into Soviet territory, and a prospect of a century of dark
ness would stand before the world. 

Comrades, this shows that the most real thing in the world 
today is the Party- line, and it is very important that we make 
these matters clear to the whole working class now, so as to :im-
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munize them to the Trotskyite and LovesLonite poison which is 
now being poured into the veins of the Socialist Party and ean 
work immense harm to the struggle against war. · 

IV. THE PEACE POLICY OF THE SOVIET UNION 

THE Un:ion of Soviet Socialist Republics Juts ~~Corne tlw or-
ganizer of the peace of the world. Within the maze of con

tradictol'y designs of capitalist states, unstable and subject to 
sudden changes of direction under pressure of internal reactionary 
interests, the Soviet state plays the role of powerful defender of 
peace. Its peace policy becotnes neo~ssarily one not of isolation, 
hut of drawing into alignment and into more neady consisrtenL 
action all possible forces that are interested even momentarily in 
maintainfog peace. 

But if we speak of its peace policy as based upon the strength 
to make its actions decisive in preserving peace, we are assuming 
the existence in all capitalist countries of very powerjul mass 
mo·vements for peace. What is 1)ecessary now is to rally the work
ers, the organized Iahor movement, the farmers and all toiling 
masses•~ -and through these whole states ( even stales the size of 
France, Great Britain or the Un.ited States and the smaller and 
weaker states) to such a course as will align them against thOS" 
states which are now the fascist aggressors, the wat-makers. 

In this situation ,the slogan of greatest importance is: 
Support the peace poli.cy 'of the Union · of Soviet Socialis 

Republics! 

V. FOREIGN POLICIES OF CAPITALIST STATES 

NO PEOPLE in the world wants war. 
War can be successfully checked. 

But if the will of the masses for pe,ace is to be felt and war 
successfully checked, the masses cannot he indifferent to the peace 
policies of the capitalist governments under which they live. 

Let us begin, then, with,;1 a glance at the foreign policy of the 
United States government, and at the foreign policy that woold 
be in prospect in ca~e of the election of the opposing Repuhlicau 
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., 

ticket~ and let us see what the American masses-··-above all, the 
Anierii~an labor move.ment-can and s'bi.rnld do in respect to them. 

The present official fornign policy of the Roosevelt adrninistra
tion in respect to war is one which goes hy the name of "netitral
ity". Hoosevelt's platform differs from Landon's in that. it speaks 
of renouncing war as au instrument of national policy, and under 
the slogan "Take the Profits Out of Wal'" it srtggei::ts a certain 
sensitiveness to the impending struggle of the American people 
against letting otu' national policy remain a plaything of the 
fmanc.iers of wat. But under the name of "neutrality" almost 
any sort of a war or peace policy can he carried out' if there 
is no wide and powerful independent mass niovement of the 
people and the trade unions detennincd to shape national poiicy 
into the paths of peace and collective security. 

Roosevelt speaks of "neutrality", hut those wh<>se policy is 
not identical with his also speak of "neutrality". 

Hearst speaks of ''neutrality," and du Pont speaks of ''neu• 
trality". Their poliey directly ahns to make wm: the most immedi
ate and all-dominating instnnnent of national policy, in exactly 
the p .resent world situation and in the most reactionary and un
democratic sense. \Ve have the biggest army and navy budget in 
all the peace-tim.e history of , our country, and we have some 
ghastly proposals fron:i I.hi) administration's War Department 
under the name of "'M.-D(l/y Pl<tn'\ of which l shall speak later~ 
rr' 1· ·1 I l f' " · 1 • " • 1 t vve cannot orget t wt t Je s ogan o · neutra 1ty 1s exact y tne 
slogap under which Wood~·ow Wilson "kept us out of war" until 
the Morgan bank decided which course would he most advan-

<- · 

tageous for American finance capital with Anmrica as a belliger-
ent in the wnr. We <:an have no guarantee that the same or sirnilar 
reactionary forces cannot press the national policy :into whatever 
channel they may please, in the absence of a p(rni,erfol counter
movement of the masses. 

The H.oosevelt platform falls to show a dear and unequi,vocal 
step toward participation in collective..,, security. This discrepancy 
does not help the cause of peace, because it gives no assurance 
tlrnt the innnensc potential influence of the United States will be 
made a counter-balance against ,var; and without this there will 
be no peace and no neutrality. 

What, on the oth(:r hand, is the policy in prospect if the rival 
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Ilopublican-Liberty Lea·gne candidates should co.tne into ofliee? 
Tho foreign policy offered by Landon is a blank sheet of paper 

with Lhe .fountain pen in the hand of Hearst, the representative of 
the nwst: reactionary, most chauvinist and xt1ost war-like ele1nent::1 
of finance capital. It n1eans, in the· event of Landon's elent.ion, 
the release of the wildest speculators in fascist war financing, the 
leadership of America by adventurers in war in Eui·ope, in China 
and in Latin America. 

Such are the alternative policies if the American .. people remain 
inactive-if we do not build up an independent, pc1pular inter
f crence in the question of. foreign policy, of war and peace. 

At Buenos Aires at the ei1d of this y<~ar a couforence bas been 
called by forces concerned in the struggle of American irnperitd
ists and the British. It is called in tlw Argentine becauS<~ that is 
tho heart of British imperialist, influence in Sbuth America. In .it: 
will be the effort to enlist Latin-American countries as retainer:'I 
of Wall Street imperialism. _.. 

We know the character that it is intended to give such a coll 

fercrH~e, related both as cause and effect of the sharpening of 
British-American antagonisms, \and the intended outcornc in in 
tens.ified exploitation of the Latin-American masses and the anni
hilation of small native industries. But, nevertheless, no good 
purpose can he served by taking a negative position. We do nol 
keep out of such a conference. We enter the struggle, placing 
at the center our demands: (l) Rejection of the Monroe Doctrine, 
and its conversion into a doctrine of real independence of Latin
American countries.; (2) Abolition of unequal treaties; C3) 
Complete national and economic independence of Latin-~merican 
countries; and (4) Against the attempt at a Pan-American League 
of Nations as an instrument of Yankee imperialism. 

We strive to give all possible aid to an anti-imperialist People's 
Front in all Latin-American countries, and the solid support of 
it by a powerful Fanner-Labor Party in the United States againsl 
interference by the United States in the 'independence of Latin
American countries, This will strengthen the world front againsl 
fascism, reaction and war. We will show in connection with this 
conference our tmcondition11 support of the national emancipa
ti on movements in Latin America. 
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VI. NATIONAL DEFENSE AND THE ARMED FORCES 

,,.-rr I~ f' • a· . , . ,. . 1· 1 · ::; easy ·or sectarians to · 1srmss tms matter as ·capita lSt 

.l politics" which we cannot hope to influence "until we get so
cialism", as the obscure sect, the Socialist-Labor Pa1iy, does, for 
instance--or as Norman Thomas does when he writes: 

"'\v'hcn the tail ,v~,gs the dog and rivers run backward, minority and 
Socialist and Labor Parties in Europe will be able to manipulate imperialist 
diplomacy and imperialist wars for their own ends, and nQt before." 
(Socialist Call, OctdJer 19, 1935.) 

But, comrades, the time of a new round of wars and revolutions 
is exactly the tz:m.e when it seems to smne people that the rivers 
of history nm backwards, and that the tail w,aigs the dog-when 
the unity of the proletariat wags and sways the whole structure 
of capitalist society by its mass action. Look at Fran.ce 1 Or heroic 
Spain! Only recently the British Tory Prime Minister admitted 
the terrific power of the masses to influence the course of foreign 
policy, even though he made use of the admission for deceptive 
purposes. Stanley Baldwin said: 

"l believe that the perils of another ;modern war in Europe must lead 
to a re·volt of all peoples against their rulers, and you might soon find 
Europe in a state of complete a:nd hi~rbarous anarchy from end to end." 

By "complete and bai'barous anarchy" the Tory Baldwin means 
Soviet Socialist Republics: In saying this we do not mean that 
the isstte before Europe today is between bourgeois democracy 
and proletarian dictatorship. No, the issue is between all the 
forces of deinocracy and those of fascism and war. 

Such are the times ,ve live in, and the American_ workers, like 
those of all countries, are compelled to take an i.nterest in the 
questions _that come qnder the heading of "national defense:' and 
must see the extreme necessity of a!~ immediate and powerful 
united front against war. The American people, who passionately 
hate war, must have their own peace policy. 

National Defense and the "lvl-Da:y-'' Plan 

Look at the M-Day Plan of the American War Departrnent, 
which I mentioned before. This is a plan for the complete abolition 
of all civil rights at one stroke upon the declaration of war. Do 
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ynu know what is .in that plan? I will quote from n report of 
the SUJ inl e Cornnritlee that c:otHfocted the recent :inquiry on these 
hill s. The IVI-Day Plan includes a "hill giving the President con• 
trol over industry, the power to fix prices and wages, and to 
SW!p0nd hnvs". A "universal draft hill for all nrnle citizens above 
dw nge of 18; giving the <:ourts nrnrtlal conc11rrent jurisdiction 
Lo try registrants failing to report for duty, etc." The Sen:d.e Com
mittee reports that this hill provides "a strict censorship of tlHJ 
press, fixing of wages, no limitation of profits, military contro I 
of all workers in industry". The War Department to have ''power 
to draft into military forces -any workers in private induslry who 
do not work continuously or to cut them off from food, fuel and 
other necessities. Military courts to have the right l.o try any 
male person above 18 who fails or neglects fully to perform nny 
duty required of him un<for private employers, or who re.fuses 
employment." The War Department to have ''power to call into 
mil-itary serv.ice any union or other representative of labor who 
become spokesmen for other emJ)loyees in attempts to secure 
higher wages", or to use "military force in removing the spokes
men from the plant involved inlto other plants or into active 
service, forcing them to work in that plant und<~r military orders''. 

Now observe that one of the n10st important provisions of this 
bill hus nothing to do with foreign war, hut provides for some
thing at home at the e,ul of the war. Here is the language of the 
Senate Committee which says that the bill provides: 

"To continu.e military control over labor for a period of six month .. , 
ajter any date whfrh the Presi,(lent shall in hL~ judgmba fix as the enil 
of the emergency." 

Six months after the end of the coming war, when labor beg.ins 
to rise up and move for more nearly human labor conditions and 
wages as it did after the last war-in time of peace!-this military 
rule clamps down tighter than ever with continued military 
mobilization of the entire mafo population over 18, the entire 
civil population being under absolute rule- of military officers,· 
with all civil laws set aside-and the Senate Committee pointed 
out that this could ·he continued as long as a President. desired 
by the simple device of fixing the end of the "emerget1cy" at a 
later date. 

This is the propose~ machine for war against tlw American 
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peoplc ·which Roosevelt's \Var Departrnent offers to place in the 
unrestrained h:rnds of the rulina: class. It would he in effect a 
colossal · dictatorial power .in tht~-hands of the Wall Street plun
denirs of Latin America, the American adventurers in European 
and Asiatic wars, the Amerkan friends of Adolph Hitler who 
,~'<rnltl he granted a free hand to act without interference from 

the popular masses. 
These "lVI-Day'1 hills, ·whether they are passed Or not, indicale 

how utterly impossible it is for the American labor movement to 
agree to giving a single dollar or a single man for w~r to the 
present ruling class, there being no guarantee against.- the use 
of such military force against the people of this or another 
country. \v./o do not want any "national defense" of the Steel 
Trust against the American steel workers, nor a "national de• 
fonse" through the conquest of Euwpe or Asia or war against a 
revolutionary France .or Spain <).r the Soviet Union as an ally of 
the German and Japanese fascists. 

Can anyo.ne deny that the labor movement must intervene in 
this so-called question of "national defense"'? The necessary 
policy for the American people under the present circumstances 
is the policy of com1ilete rejection of all war budgets and plans 
for military preparation. 

Some Other Countries 

Thete are some other countries that are differently sittrnted 
from America, situated immediately on tht~ borders of fascist Ger• 
many, for instance1 menaced with military aggression. The work
ing class there cannot meet the question of national defense by 
simply leaving their country open to Hitler's attacks. 

In Czechoslovakia, two dra.fts for laws almost exactly duplicat
ing the A1nerkan War Department's HM-Day'' plans are now 
before the parliament. The capitalist spokesmen poh1t to the 
known fa~it that Czechoslovakia is included among those coun
tries which Hitler's plan would destroy. The necessity of defend
ing Czechoslovakia is undeniable, and even greater for the workers 
than for the bourgeoisie. But the bourgeoisie d.emands the com
plete cutting off of all democracy, the placing of all affairs in 
the hands of the military generals, the high police and state 
fonc tionaries--who are the vei'y people among whom Czech 
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l'iu-1rd13n1. lta::i !'he slrongest footlH11d, ·who are sLriving to change the 
frrNdg11 "po licy of Czechoslovakia so as to break off the present 
h1 ·0 1hm-l.y rela tions with the U.S.SJL and to make an tnTttngcti1ent 
('i i,' nl:li ance with the fasc.ist <:01n1tries, Genn:.my, Poland, Austria , 
l'taly nn d Hungary. Are these the people whon1 the Czecho-

1-l ovnkian people are to entrust with the defense of Czed 1oslovaki tt 
11gains l. German fascism by placing dictatorial _po\ver in their 
han ds? 

Tho Connnunist Party of Czechoslovakia rejects the proposed 
laws and demands instead the granting of the workers' present 
demands concerning work a,nd food, the democratization of the 
whole regime, extension of civil and industrial rights, equality of 
JH>n -Czech nationalities, the democratization of the ar:tny, and 
the removal of all fascists from the anny, from the government 
and from the police, and their ;replacement with reliable anti
fascjsls. 

Our Czechoslovakian brother ' Communist Party, as true and 
responsible revolutionists, instead of taking a position that !:here 
does not exist any question of national defense, followed another 
course by fighting the proposed laws but raising the demand for 
a "Jaco-bin defense" by the whole people-au expression rakcn 
from the Great: French Revolution of 1789, in whidl the whole 
mnss of the exploited population was called to the defense of th e 
country agn.insl the foreign invadnrs-and against the counter
rovol utionary forces at lwrne. 

The question of naLional defense faces France with tremendous 
shn.1.'JH.1ess : The big guns and the fortifications of Hitler are rising 
rapidly on the French border. It is not possible for these facts 
to he ignored by the working class and the Communist Party. 
And yet the safety of France from fascist invasion cannot he 
secured in any way by the workers capitulating to the demands 
of th e ruling class for military preparations. The ruling class, 
the monarchists, the fascist traitors to France, if given a free 
hand, would build up an armed force in . France, but a.ga£nst 
Fra nce; against the pe<iple and against ·democracy-. a French 
fascist armed force at the disposal of German and Italian fascism. 
The French police is honey-combed with orgcmfaed fasc1~~ts whose 
loyalty is first to fasdsm. a:nd t<~ Hitler. Universal military ;3Crvice 
has mnde the army a cross-section of the population-the entire 
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able-bodied youth of France of military age is incorporated at all 
tim1:;s in the army. But the officets corps is a favorite nest for 
reactionary anti-Semitic royalists. Is anything clearer than this
that our F rench Communist Party is correct in calling for the 
immediate attention of the masses to these questions? · 

While in A,nerica Norman Thomas "thanks God" that he does 
not have to jace such ~ ''terrible" need nj being a lender' oj 
prole-carZ:an revolutionary advance, the People's Front wins its 
victory among the masses of France on the election demands 
which include the democratization of the army, the police and 
the state and the cleaning of Hitler's fascist rats oia of the amiy 
and police. France is menaced with an immediate war danger 
from the fascist Hitlers and Mussolinis, and this situation cannot 
and must not be met by a negative attitude toward her national 
defense. 

The Armed Forces in the United States 

But there are some who say that the question of deaning fascism 
out of the armed forces can have no reality in the United States. 
Let's take the National Guard, and as a former corporal of the 
National Guard of Texas, I take a special interest in this. 

It is estimated that 20 per cent of the officers of the National 
Guard are executives of big corporations. For instance, in the 
San Francisco Gei1eral Strike the colonel commanding the Na
tional Guard was vice-president of a San Francisco bank. A 
recently published book on Hearst by Lundberg says, "most of 
Hearst's higher executives are ... National Guard oHicx:rs, and 
Roy D. Keehn of Chicago, Hearst's Mid-West manager, is presi
dent of the United States National Guard Association". When 
John Francis Neylan, Hearst's chief counsel, too,k comtnand of 
the breaJdng of the San Francisco Ge_~ieral Strike, he had the 
National Guard practically at his disposal through the 'Hearst 
Governor, Merrian1. Hearst was in London, after his famous 
conference with Hitler in Berlin, and from London directed the 
National Guard in San Francisco by transatlantic telephone. Such 
is the developing independent control of the -armed forces by 
fascist instruments. The officers' corps are honey-combed with 
types such as fascists are made of, and in some cases with fascist 
organizations. If you think I am stretching the truth look at the 
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Black Legion in Michigan. which had free use of National Guard 
rifles and machine-guns in practicing for their murders and in 
planning a future fascist coup! And even the Hearst press said 
the trail of the Black Legion leads to great and high sources in 
the financial world which they failed to identify. 

Can there be any doubt that the slogan "clean out the fosdsts 
in the nrmed forces" has a very sound reality? 

The 180,000 members of the National Guard of ·-the 48 states 
an_j workers hy a large majority, the S<)ns of workers, farmers and. 
small middle-class families. The National Guards1nan can almosl. 
be called the typical young ·worker, unskilled and low-paid, or 
nnt.m1ployed. Often he is living in extreme poverty and in need 
of the $LOO he is supposed to !iet each week on drill night. Yet 
the various regiment~ and comp~~nies and services of the Nationa:I 
Guard are deliberately manipu]ated along class lines. The in 
fantry regiments mostly tend to become proletarian in com
position. The cost of uniforms, el:c., charged to the enlisted me11 , 
being lower, the low-paid workers, clerks and unemployed flock 
to them. 

1 
There an~ silk-stocking regiments of infantry (in New York, 

for example) that tend practically to become exclusive clubs, 
partly through requiring members to buy expensive equipment. 

The cavalry regiments, ail- service, and coast and field artillery 
of the National Guard lrnv1:: become mostly of non-working class 
composition, at lea;'it in the Easl. Cavalrymen have to buy sad
dles, airmen are subject to special educational _requirements, etc. 
In the San Francisco General Strike the Coast Artillery was one 
of the first services to be called out, not because their heavy 
coast guns could 'he used against the strikers on the streets, hut 
because of their class composition. It is becoming a general 
custom to train the Guardsmen of the Coast and Field Artillery 
for service as infantryrncn for strike duty, in preference , to the 
infantry regiments. For instance, in New York, the 2'1,5th Coast 
Artillerymen, who are normally not accustomed to infantry t.rafo
ing, hut who handle 14~inch guns and 12-inch mortars, w<1re sent 
to Fort Srnith last year for the first thne for infantry drill. An 
exception to the rule is lo tie found here and there in tlw Coasl. 
Artillery. 

fo the effort to get whole military units of hard-boiled re-
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actionaries, many White-Guard Russians and sous bf \v11ite 
H.usslan emigres are systematically recruited. fo the 244th Coast 
ArtHlery of New York, the whole of the Second Comhat Train 
is composed of White-Guard Russians, speaking the Russian 
language except for commands, and using as their company Hag 
the flag of the old Tsar Nicholas of Russia. In other· tompanies 
of the same regiment large numbers of German immigrants, mem• 
hers of Nazi political groups, are enlisted and carry on a lively 
fascist activity. In the same regiment, however, are many working 
class members, segregated in companies which in 1934 attacked 
and beat up a Russian White-Guard company. 

It i_s- known that the National Guard in several state~ has been 
to some extent subject to a sense of loyalty to the cause of the 
people in strikes-take Toledo, New J\foxico, etc. The general 
approach that the labor movement has made to the question of 
the armed forces has been to raise the suhject of strike-breaking. 
But the matter does not remain static. Recently in Minnesota, 
where the Farmer-Labor Governor Olson used the National 
Guard, not to break a strike, hut lo close the factories, and the 
Chamber of Commerce and Judiciary demanded the ousting of 
the Governor, this tended to bring forward sharply the issue of the 
armed forces as a political :issue of the day. 

The traditional hatred of the workers and the tfade unions 
toward the National Guard, notwithstanding the healthy hasis of 
such batred as a tesult of sldke experience, cannot he allowed 
to lead us to drop this question any more than we could drop the 
company union question. All the more so since recently, in the 
organization of new workers in the basic industries, such as rub
ber and automobile, many of the union members are National 
Guardsmen. The old rule of many unions that no National 
Guardsman can join the union does not settle the question at a 
time when the struggle against fascism in the armed forces is 
forced on to the order of the day. 

The demand of the A. F. of L. convention last year for the pro
hihiticm of the use of the National Guard in strikes is not in
consistent with another possible demand for the barri11g of 
executives of corporations from officers' commissions in the Guarcl 
and systematic efforts of the labor :movement to . de-louse the 
Guard of fascists. 
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The Regular Anny 

To iniagine that. the 15S,000 men of the re~~ul<u army are a 
corps of hired mercenaries is incorrect. For instance, in · one 
Army Corps Area a proportion estimnted as high as 30 to 4.0 
per cent of the enlisted rnen are formtir coal miners or sons of 
coal miners. It is known that many enlistecJ men still treasure 
their expired union cards and the traditions of the trade unions. 
Many are second-generation members of steel-worker and coal-
miner families. ' 

We know that a crack cavalry regiment in the Capital was 
called out at the time of the Bonus March1 and many of the 
older troops failed to obey orders, though the younger troops 
responded. The older men-considered the ihest cavalrymen in 
the anny--came from the steel and coal regioJ1s and are touched 
hy the traditions of working cla~s loyalty. It is true that some 
of the men, fearing unemployment, re-enlist time after tiH1e and 
grndually become hardened. 

The question of Negro federal and state troops is an Ul'gent 

one with special .features. Since the sharpening of the national 
question in regard to Negroes in recent years, the U.S. War 
Department has discouraged enlistment of Negro troops while 
military authorities such as General Robert Lee Bullard have con
ducted a campaign of vicious propaganda to the effect that Negro 
troops are "cowardly" and that they proved to he so in the World 
War, This issue has become sharper since the increase of lynthing 
and as a result of the Ethiopian war. 

Every one of these matters has to do ·with the 9.uestion of war, 
and especially with the question of the freedom of the rottenest 
section of the bourgeoisie to do as they please with foreign policy 
and war and peace, and the armed forces at home and abroad. 

The Navy shipyards contain from 40,000 to 50,000 members 
of A. F. of L. unions, distributed arnong Brooklyn, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Boston, Philadelphia and Norfolk. The biggest lodge 
of the International Association of Machinists is :in a na'\iy yard, 
having 5,000 members, organized 100 per cent. This lodge is :in 

I · f th '' · . " ·1 d h · · · mos : respects one o e . . progressive o ges, except t at 11. 1s 
wheedled ii1to the position of demanding "more battleships" 
through a cornbination of offit::ial propagall(]a and a short-sighted 
notion of self-interest. 

24 

"fl it 

:1, 

1! 

i 
' ,l ; 

{, 

., 

VIL THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE 

Ir IS not a ma~ter of indiffere11c~ to the working class and farm-
ers of Anwnca that the Umted Stales government spe.nds 

$1,000,000,000 for war preparations-- and it is not a matter of 
indifference against which peoples, armies and governrnents the 
weapons are directed. 

It is a matter of deepest concern to the American people whether 
under the pressure and corruption of the du Ponts and Hear~ts, 
a foreign policy of breaking off relations with the l J.S.S.R.-·or , 
perhaps in the event of certain developments, bteaking off also 
relations with France-is adopted. 

There is no way of keeping America out of wai" that does 
not include an international struggle against war. 

The1·e are cert(tin measnres that cnn be ta.ken by the League of 
Nations and by various states that really are directed towatd the 
maintenance of peace, and we refer here to such measures as non
aggression pacts, pacts of 1nutual aid against the aggressor, [XI'Cts 
of collect£ve security, fina;ncial and economic sanctiotz..s. We stale 
emphatically that the working class must support such measures 
of the League of Nations and of the governments of the various 
capitalist states; but whe1i we say "support" we do not stop at 
thal-we say that we must organize such a powetfzd mass nw-z>e
ment agwinst utar as will not leave the capitalist gavernm,ent:s a 
J ree hand to come to terms with the fa,scist a.ggressors, hut will 
compel them to take serious steps in defense of peace. 

The most decisive of all reasons why German fascism and the 
Japanese military camarilla are able to push the world rapid! y 
loward war is that, 

" ... the international proletariat did not succeed in acting unani-
111,)Usly with all. the power of its gigantic forces, diet hot rally around itself 
all the working people and all the friends of peace into a mighty front 
u.gaitist war." (Dimitroff.) 

Instead of turning the powerful instrument of the international 
labor movement to the task .of preventing war, the reactionary part 
of Lhe leadership of the Labor and Socialist International held 
the masses back from any action against wat, permitting the 
matter to rest in the hands of their own capitalist governments. 
They prevei,t<;!d any independent action of the labor movement 
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The Regular Anny 
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against war on the ground that the I..{1ague of Nations would do 
everything iiecessary, although -the certainty was and is that the 
League of Natfor1s, withou;t pressure jrom a giant internationaJ 
actfrm of labor, can Teflect nothing hut the scattered purposes and 
corrupt intrigues of the various ruling national groups. 

The independent action of the masses must be attained if there 
is to be any serious opposition to war. But independent action 
of the masses rneans-united action. It means bringing int<> such 
acti(>11 those masses that have been held back heretofore from 
action against war by wrong policies, by class-collaboration 
policies in the labor movement. 

The aggressions of the fascists of Germany and Italy, both 
internally and as preparers and makers of war, ai1d the con
sequent vast change in the n1ood of the Social-Democratic masses 
of Europe, brought the Second International a fow days ago to 
a statement that on its face is n6t inconsistent with a real struggle 
against viar. It declares: 

"The L.SJ. flatly repudiates any capitulation before faets created in 
disregard of treaties.'' 

\ 
It calls for s,inctions through the League of Nations and for 

collective security, declaring that: 

"A combination of the forces of all the states which oppose war, and, 
in particuhtr, a close coordination of the policies (1.f Great Britain, France, 
and the Soviet Union is required to prevent any act of aggression or 
treaty vii>lation which rnight endanger peace in any part of Europe. 

"This coordination nrnsf create within the framework of the League 
of Nations a powerfol center of all the · states which are i;letermined to 
defend peace. 

"A peace policy can only be guaranteed if it has behind it the 
irresistible force l:rf a vast popular movement." 

But the placing of the power of labor behind sanctions ob
viously necessitates a degree of unity and a policy of 11ast inter• 
national action which the Second International, prnsS<1d by, the 
reaction1ni5js, has np to the present time stx:enuous!y oppo~ed. 
Just as the grei:it strike action in France depended upon a united 
front, so the necessary world-'wide action of labor to enforce the 
policy of sanctions against t~e WJlr-makers independently of the 
waverings of governments, d~pends upon and is inconceivable 
without the formation of a hroad united front for the purpose. 
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The Second International up to this time has failed to agn:~e 
to the united action of the workers. 

But the overshadowing danger of fascism and war is attaining 
lH)W a life-and-de(llh importance that compels _all forces in the 
world of labor to face and answer the question .of the united front. 

The united front will he formed. The experience of the French" 
People's Front against war and fascism has opened the, eyes of 
millions. 

This experience must be carried to the whole world. , 
We can and will-yes, we promise the Amex,icau people that 

we will successfully break down the obstacles to the united front, 
and we will unite the masses of this country for a policy of 
collective security and sanctions against the fascist war-makers. 
In the present world-tlm world in which a colossally powerful 
:wdalist state exists, and in which the masses have attailied certain 
experience--economic and financial sanctions applied thoroughly 
by the great powers, under the pressure of the indepemlent 
actions of the nutsses, constitute a force powerful enough to keep ' 
the aggressor in check and to maintain peace. 

VIII. IDEOLOGICAL CONFUSION AMONG SOCIALISTS 

ATIME has come when every ideological confusion among the 
people, every sectarian tendency within I.he revolutionary 

rnovement, become magnified int() a foi-midable ohstaele to the 
action of the masses against: war-and objectively every trace of 
secHuianism atnong workers becomes an aid to the war-makers' 
plans. We see this fact in the Socialist Party. 

Tho Socialist Party has cast off some of the most cynical re
actionaries, the conscious defenders of the· old school of social 
betrayal typified in the wotld ge1;-erally by the Social-Democratic 
leaders that went over to support their "own" capitalist class 
governrrienls in the slaughter of 1914 on both the German and 
the Allied side. 

But in facing the question of war the "Militant'' Socialists are 
victims· of ideological confusion that has· so fat prevented their 
doing anything for the struggle against war. 

Tho leaders of the Militant Socialists of this country are in some 
respects lagging behin<l the Second International. They, along 
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with the -bulk of the American Socialists, ,,vere •among the sup
porters of the League of Nations when it was purely and simply 
an alliance of the stock exchanges of the victorious Allied pow-ets; 
but now that the League tends to express a certain line-up of 
nations not immediately wanting war, along with the Soviet So
cialist state-these militants think they have become "too revo
lutionary" to have anything to do with the League. Instead they 
whine and issue sinister warnings about what they call "R11ssia's 

foreign policy"! 
The truth is that the working class of ctll capitalist countries is 

a force for peace that a,vaits nothing but a mininmlh showing 
of a united will to action among the leaders, to make themselves 
a powerful battering ram against the "M-Day'' militarism. 

The masses of farmers
1 

of white coll~r workers, of intellectuals 
and professional people-the people in general are passionately 
against war. Even in the countries -under the fascist iron heel 
and in countries whose governments are influenced by the fascist 
states, the people do not want war. 

Yet the phrasemongering doctrinaires in the British Independent 
Labor Party and the American Socialist Party spend the pennies 
of the workers to print reams of nonsense in every issue of their 
press to the effect that peace depends upon the capitalist govern· 
ments l It appears that the standard dogma of the Militant So
cialists is that: ''Only by establishing socialism can we ,get peace." 

But we answer: "By stru.ggling (f,gainst war, we a-re fighting for 

socialism." # 

As yet only a minority are ready to fight for socialism. But 
for peace-the bulk of the people are willing and eager to fight. 

For peace it is possible to bring into the strnggle immediately 
the overwhelming mass of the population who do not as yet see 

the need of socialism. 
The comrades-who fin<l it so difficult to he Marxian theorists 

themselves-expect the majority of the working dass, bresf in 
capitalist conditions, to master the theory of iiocialism and put 
a new social system into existence-and to do all of this peacefully 
- before any effective struggle fo_r peace can be made. 

If Norman Thomas was right about this-that the only hope 
fo r an effective struggle for peace will have to be deferred until 
we have socialism-then that would mean the condemnation of 

civilization to destruction. 
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Forlnriately, it is the other way around. 
Tho present hope for socialism is in mobilizing the 1n;rnses 

against war. This is fortun,it:e, because the :masses are passionatdy 
opposed to war--and only a minority has as yet shown any deffirc 
to fight for socialism. 

Militant Socialists' Feat of People's Front 

The l\ililitant leaders try to make their position look better 
hy saying they are ''for workers' sanctions'', and that this· is 
their distinction from the Old Guard. But they. are not for the' 
united front, and the united front and workers' sapctions are one 
and the same thing. Neither fa conceivable without the other. 
The united front is workers' sanctions in action. 

Oppositio.n to the Communist policy of the People's Front is 
obstruction to the struggle for peace. 

The Militants, or some of them, at first had even decided that 
the formation of the People's Front government would lead 
"straight to the victory of''-the jascists! Herbert Zam said that , 
under the cfrcumstances in France the establishment of a People's " 
Front government ''will only serve to dishearten the masses and 
detnoralize the revolutionary forces". He said: "This was the 
course of the development in Gennany, and it led straight to the 
victory of the Nazis." 

'l'his is the sort of ''Left'' reactionary nonsense that our 
Soc.ialist worker conrrades have unfortunately taken over with our 
discarded Zarns. We apologize to our Socialist comrades for hav
ing presented them with such a man. 

In the snhsequent issue of the Socialist Call, Norman Thomas 
is torn between the duty of being what he thinks is "revolutionary"') 
with Zam and the instinct to keep his head on his shoulders. 
"T11ere may be an excellent reason" for th~ People's Front gov
ernment, he thinks, hut it is dangerous, because: 

". , . once more a Socialist Party will have to be .responsible for carrying 
on a capitalist civilization. It is 11ot a position into which Soeialists ought 
ln get themselves save under the most extraordinary circumstances," 

The peculiar cult ,of defeatism, fear of the masses, the escape 
to dogmatism, that is represented by some of the ex-members of 
the Comnnmist Party now acting as "revolutionnry" advisers to 
the Socialist leaders finds reflection in Thoma,, who exclaims: 
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"Tbank Go;! such circumswnces- do not exist in the United States 
and we hitve no exeuse for sabst.ituting for sodalLwn a program of reform 
a little to the Left of Hooseveit" [meaning the People's Front program]. 

In other ·words the attitude of Thontas js: · Thank God that we 
have no People's Front government in the United States-a thing 
that we all know would be a colossal stride forward for the whole 
cause of labor and against war. 

And now he will have to waver some more under the -impact 
of the Trotsky group which has been allowed to enter the Socialist 
Party, bringing along their "principles" such as this: 

" ... in France, the Communist Party supports enthusiastically the 
wor~t betrayals of lllum ,rncl Herriot. .. .'' 

And yet Thomas wants the Socialist Party to become a serious 
factor in the life of the masses l · 

The American •'Old Gua:rd'', on ~he other hand, endorses the 
People's Front in France and Spain. But they do it in their own 
way. They are for it because they think it is the same cow;se as 
that followt1d hy Ebert, Scheidemann\ and Noske in G,~rmany in 
1918-1919! I have already noted that Zam said the People's 
Front in France was the sarne course as that which led to the 
victory of the Nazis in Germany, and that he is against it for that 
reason. The "Old Guard" also thinks it :is the same course fol
lowed by Scheidemann, Noske and Ehert in Germany in 1918-
19,19, and for that reaso\1 they are for it. The French Socialists, 
they say, for a long time were "fearful of what the Ci)mmunists 
.n1ight say i£ they ventured to play a positive role ir{ the govern
ment of the country". But now', they say, the Socfalists have . 
n:ia{ie a correct change of front and have gotten onto the right 
track. They say-yes, the Old Guard says-that the Comrrmnists 
brought the Socialists of France 1,uoun<l to a coHeet policy! 
These are literally the words of Powers in the New Leader: 

"The ·irony of the present situation is that the C01:nrnnnists ttrn re· 
sponsibfo for the SocfrtHst change a/ front. Now that· the Communists; on 
orders from Moscow, find it quite compatible with revolutionary doctrine 
tl> cooperate witlt the radical bourgeoisie to keep the fascists from power, 
the Socialists, too, have altered tl1eh• policy." 

But the Old Guard hastens to add that the Communists' "only 
object is to serve the inte1:ests of the Stalin dictatorship". 
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Sociali.sts on ·'Russian Foreign Policy" 

The most sinister poi,on that plays havoc with every tentative 
tn(JVe of the S.P, ttnvat d a revolutionary Marxian course of 
struggle against war is the persistent counter-revolutionary currenf 
of hatred directed against the U.S .S.R.-flowing to them frorn · 
the reactionary stream within the Second Internat.ional, hut 110w 

fed by the counter,revolutionary renegades cast off by the Com
munist Party, who try to become the political guides of the S.P. 
along the new road. ' 

These mimics of the Old Guard in the camp of the S.P. thunder 
against what they call a mysterious and dread 1nenace over the 
world labor movement called "Russian foreign policy" or "t.hf 
national interests of Russia" to wh,;ch, so1nehow or othe.r, the 
Communists are ttying to "subordinate the interests of the labor 
movement". 

This is, of course, the theme of Hearst and ()f Matthew Woll, 
cast in Lhe language of Trotsky. 

The active war-promoting role played by Hearst is known to· 
all who hate war. 

But how does Hearst carry on his skilful campaign for war? 
By condu-cting a <lay-to-day slanderous attack against . the 

U.S.S.H.., com;tantly beating into the minds of au audience of 
20,000,000 people through a big chain of 27 newspapers, th.rough 
six hroadcasting stations, eight magazines and three 1uoving
picture production plants a skilful propaganda of distortion, 
hate and forgery~ 

Hearst's press catehes up eagerly every issue concerning the 
war moves of any part o( the world, and presents a skilful d<r 
fense of every act of the fascist war-makets. When Mussolini at
tacked Ethiopia, Hearst's papers presented 'a picture of Ethiopia 
as the slave-trader, and Mussolini as the great . civilizer an<l 
emancipator of the slaves. When sanctions were decreed, Hearst 
allowed not one of his presses to turn without skilful arguments 
to prove that sanctions were pro·vocation of war against Italy by 
Britain and France. When Hitler made the sudden move of an 
army into the Hhine region, every reso.utce, including the pen 
of Lloyd George, was employed to ptove imperialist }•'ranee and 
England were the aggressors, about to send their young men to 
die on German soil to pm1ish the Germans Hfor daring to make 
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Sociali.sts on ·'Russian Foreign Policy" 
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fed by the counter,revolutionary renegades cast off by the Com
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army into the Hhine region, every reso.utce, including the pen 
of Lloyd George, was employed to ptove imperialist }•'ranee and 
England were the aggressors, about to send their young men to 
die on German soil to pm1ish the Germans Hfor daring to make 
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preparations ,for the defense of their own soil against a foreign 
invader", and the pen of .Arthur Brisbane was called to help 
Lloyd George prove that it ·was a case of «using the power of 
England to buiJd up Russian Communism hy adding strength to 
the alliance het,veen Russia and France". 

Lloyd George presents the picture of "Naziisni and Commun
ism'' (Germany and Russia) '' ... wrestling· for the soul of 
Central and Eastern Europe"-and the Hearst · press cente1:.s l.1pon 
this theme with an open plea for the world to support German 
fascism. 

The Old Guard of the S.P. sings a heavy bass to this counter
revolutionary hymn of hate against what they call "Russian 
foreign policy". They, of course, direct their fire against the 
united front, saying: 

"The motivating force behind the latest un:lted front inaneuver of 
the Comintern is Russian national policy and consideration of the ex
pedients and necessity of Soviet. diplomacy." 

Up to this time the leaders of the "Militants" are singing their 
treble to the same counter-revolutionary hatred of the inter
national role of the U.S.S.R. 

There is not and never was and never could he, on the part of 
a socialist state, such a thing as a "national policy" in the sense 
of something distinct and in contrast to the general Interest of 
the working class of the world and of socialism. There are not 
and never have been any, secrets in the foreign policy of the 
U.S.S.R. Is there any Socialist who does not know that the 
imperialist intrigues of diplomacy-and all reason for secret 
diplomacy-arise from the necessarily secret competitive and 
profit-seeking aims of giant monopoly corporations and hanks, 
and cannot arise in any other way in present-day society? 

Remember Lenin's words wTitten in 1918: 

"Take foreign policy. In no bourgeois state, not even in the most 
democratic one, is it carried on openly. In all democratic countries
France, Switzerland, A.merica or England-the masses, are deceived in an 
incomparably wider and more subtle manner than in other countries. The 
Soviet government, in a revolutionary ma:nner, has tom the veil of 
mystery from foreign policy." (My empJiasis-R . .M.) 

Is there anyone in the whole world today who does not know, 
or cannot learn at a glance, precisely what the foreign policy of 
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the U.S.S.R. is? For what Russian Morgan ot Rc,ckefeller is 
Cmnrade Litvinov charged with getting concessions when he 
goes to Geneva? For what Russian du Pont is he ·plotting lo en
sure sales of 1nunitions at an "American" profit of 3,000 1>er cent 
.as the "secret" motive heh1nd his speeches ag~inst . war in the 
-Council of the League of Nations? 

But the Russian Morgans and Rockefellers and du P<:mts are 
gone long ago, and not one single industry or bank or commercial 
interest but is in the ha-nds of the Socialist state, i.e., "the prole0, 

tariat organized as the ruling cla.ss". For this re-ason there is no 
secret diplomacy in the Soviet foreign policy when Stalin says 
lo the publisher Howard: 

"If Japan should venture to attack the Mongolian People's Republic 
.and encroach upon its independence, we will have to help the Mongolian 
Pe,>ple's Republic." 

The forei,gn policy of the U.S.S.R. is an international and 
working class policy of peace. The peace policy of the U.S.S.R. • 
has already made itself the powerful magnet that draws together -
the peoples and the states of the world that have no interest in 
war at present but whose very existence as nations may he 
jeopardized by waL Is this ar1 idle dream-just a beautiful wish 
with no reality? No. If we glance at those smaller or weaker 
states adjoining the U.S.S.R., from tbe Balkans down through 
Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan arnl those portions of China where 
the popular will has sway, and up to Mongolia-we see an ad
vanced form of the working of the peace policy of the Soviet 
Union as it has begun to take effect also among the smaller states 
of the League of Nations. ·, 

Is there anything strange in the fa.ct that !3- great socialist state 
should exercise the power of a giant magnet among nations, to 
draw together those whose interests are in peace? . Those who 
<:arinot see this must be possessed of a dulled sense of loyalty: to 
the whole idea and reality of socialism, that is very dangerous 
to their value to the movement. And, as Dimitroff said: 

"Those who cannot distinguish between the._ League of Nations in the 
past and the League of Nations at present, those who cannot make a varied 
approach to the different members of the League of Nations, those who 
refuse to bring the pressure of the masses to bear on the League of 
Nations and various capitalist governments for the adoption of measures 
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t:o maintain peace-such people are windbags and not revo:lutionar:ies. not 
proletarian politicians." -

"Neutrality", Say the /vlilit:ants 

Norman Thomas thinks he can find a short cut to an anti-war 
policy by calling for 

" ... the most rigorous and far reaching neutrality- a neutrality de
clared to he a national priliciple now as applicable toward hdJigerents 
and prospeetive belligerents in any war." 

Of coure, this is, word for .word, the policy of Woodrow 
Wilson in tbe last World War. It would "keep us out of war"
just as Wilson did. 

lt has the "advantage" of not requiring that any actfon be taken 
-becavse Congress has aheady adppted Thomas' policy of 
"neutrality" in coordinalfon ·with the billion-dollar war budget, 
and the «M-Day'' plans of the War Departxnent fit in with it 
thoroughly. It is "neutrality until". Tirnt is, neutralily nntil 
M-Da,y. Neutrality, inact£vity of the masses, while the ruling class 
manipulates the situation for their mpst advantageous entrance 
into war. 

It is absolutely necessary to explode this resurrected 'Wilsonian 
illusion with explanation along the lines of Browdcr's slogan: 
"Keep Ameri<,:a, Ont of '{/7ar by Keepz'.ng War Out of the J:Porlcl." 

We say ealegorieaUy that neither the elimination of war from 
the wodd, nor the mos!: elementary struggle against war, can he 

1. l <l h . f " 1· " accotnp 1s 1e . on a as1s o · neutra. 1ty . , 
Is there a S.ocialist or even a '"liberal" in the whole world who 

does not know that the "Far.herland Salvation" movement in China 
:--which cal1s for a united People's Front and a declaration of 
war against Japan-is a11 indispensable part of the struggle for 
peace and m.ust he supported by all enemies of wa,r?-that not 
"neutrality" hut a favorable attitude toward this 1novement must 
be pressed upon ·capitalist governments hy the working class? 

Or, will j'\forrnan Th<)fnas advise the Chinese people to accept 
the dismemhen:nenl: of the couritry and the rule of Japan'? 

We are fully conscious that the slogan of "neutrality" is ac
cepted by many sincere and <levt ted friends of peace. These 
people are necessary for the mass struggle against ·war. To them 
tbe slogan does not mean a desertion of the Ethiopian people 
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.and the Chinese people and others to the rape and. murder of 
the Italian and Japanese and German fascists, but an active and 
heroic struggle against the war-makers. Not everything is to be 
found in perfectly-wo.n:led slogans. With all ~ho want to fight 
against war under the slogan of neutrality we go hand in himcl. 

IX. SANCTIONS 

1-,HE leaders of the American Socialist Party do battle against 
the placing of any economic or financial · embargo on the . 

fascist war-makers by capitalist governments. Tl-iey argue against 
any action of the working class to influence the foreign policies · 
of their capitalist governments in favor of sanctions against tlu~ 
Italian fascist invaders of Ethiopia. They object to any dis
tinction between the foreign policies of the fascist states and those 
of other capitalist governments, and point ironically to: 

" ... the examples o-f 'democratic' Belgium and ir.s Congo, 'democratic', 
Holland and its Indonesia, 'democratic' Fra nce and its Indo-China, 'demo_. 
cratic' Euglaru:l and its Jndia, 'democratic' United Stutes aru:l its Philip
pines." 

The wicked Communists, they think, will ckfond British aud 
French imperialism in order to prevent the "starved'' German, 
Italian and Japanese imperialist systems from making war to 
expand theirs. The Anieriean Socialist organ quotes Stafford 
Cripps, the Socialist pacifist of England, to the effect that any 
effort of labor to press the League of Nations into the application 
of sanctions against the fascist war-makers would only mobilize 
the workers for: 

" .. . a war to perpetuate British and French imperialism against a 
rival or newcomer into the competitive field." 

But those Socialists are wrong who ~lieve that Mussolini's 
slogan "sanctions mean war!" is true. · 

The rea..~on Mussolini went to war with Ethiopi,a, is that Musso
lini lmeuJ-'-----cor believed, with good reason-that sanctions would 
not be applied. 

The reason Hitler overnight tore up ·the Locarno Treaty and 
moved his troops into the Rhineland is that Hitler saw that sanc
tions were not being applied to Musso-lints (l'Ct of wa.r, and would 
not be applied lo Ids own move against France. 

35 



t:o maintain peace-such people are windbags and not revo:lutionar:ies. not 
proletarian politicians." -

"Neutrality", Say the /vlilit:ants 

Norman Thomas thinks he can find a short cut to an anti-war 
policy by calling for 

" ... the most rigorous and far reaching neutrality- a neutrality de
clared to he a national priliciple now as applicable toward hdJigerents 
and prospeetive belligerents in any war." 

Of coure, this is, word for .word, the policy of Woodrow 
Wilson in tbe last World War. It would "keep us out of war"
just as Wilson did. 

lt has the "advantage" of not requiring that any actfon be taken 
-becavse Congress has aheady adppted Thomas' policy of 
"neutrality" in coordinalfon ·with the billion-dollar war budget, 
and the «M-Day'' plans of the War Departxnent fit in with it 
thoroughly. It is "neutrality until". Tirnt is, neutralily nntil 
M-Da,y. Neutrality, inact£vity of the masses, while the ruling class 
manipulates the situation for their mpst advantageous entrance 
into war. 

It is absolutely necessary to explode this resurrected 'Wilsonian 
illusion with explanation along the lines of Browdcr's slogan: 
"Keep Ameri<,:a, Ont of '{/7ar by Keepz'.ng War Out of the J:Porlcl." 

We say ealegorieaUy that neither the elimination of war from 
the wodd, nor the mos!: elementary struggle against war, can he 

1. l <l h . f " 1· " accotnp 1s 1e . on a as1s o · neutra. 1ty . , 
Is there a S.ocialist or even a '"liberal" in the whole world who 

does not know that the "Far.herland Salvation" movement in China 
:--which cal1s for a united People's Front and a declaration of 
war against Japan-is a11 indispensable part of the struggle for 
peace and m.ust he supported by all enemies of wa,r?-that not 
"neutrality" hut a favorable attitude toward this 1novement must 
be pressed upon ·capitalist governments hy the working class? 

Or, will j'\forrnan Th<)fnas advise the Chinese people to accept 
the dismemhen:nenl: of the couritry and the rule of Japan'? 

We are fully conscious that the slogan of "neutrality" is ac
cepted by many sincere and <levt ted friends of peace. These 
people are necessary for the mass struggle against ·war. To them 
tbe slogan does not mean a desertion of the Ethiopian people 

34 

, .) 

·• 

.and the Chinese people and others to the rape and. murder of 
the Italian and Japanese and German fascists, but an active and 
heroic struggle against the war-makers. Not everything is to be 
found in perfectly-wo.n:led slogans. With all ~ho want to fight 
against war under the slogan of neutrality we go hand in himcl. 

IX. SANCTIONS 

1-,HE leaders of the American Socialist Party do battle against 
the placing of any economic or financial · embargo on the . 

fascist war-makers by capitalist governments. Tl-iey argue against 
any action of the working class to influence the foreign policies · 
of their capitalist governments in favor of sanctions against tlu~ 
Italian fascist invaders of Ethiopia. They object to any dis
tinction between the foreign policies of the fascist states and those 
of other capitalist governments, and point ironically to: 

" ... the examples o-f 'democratic' Belgium and ir.s Congo, 'democratic', 
Holland and its Indonesia, 'democratic' Fra nce and its Indo-China, 'demo_. 
cratic' Euglaru:l and its Jndia, 'democratic' United Stutes aru:l its Philip
pines." 

The wicked Communists, they think, will ckfond British aud 
French imperialism in order to prevent the "starved'' German, 
Italian and Japanese imperialist systems from making war to 
expand theirs. The Anieriean Socialist organ quotes Stafford 
Cripps, the Socialist pacifist of England, to the effect that any 
effort of labor to press the League of Nations into the application 
of sanctions against the fascist war-makers would only mobilize 
the workers for: 

" .. . a war to perpetuate British and French imperialism against a 
rival or newcomer into the competitive field." 

But those Socialists are wrong who ~lieve that Mussolini's 
slogan "sanctions mean war!" is true. · 

The rea..~on Mussolini went to war with Ethiopi,a, is that Musso
lini lmeuJ-'-----cor believed, with good reason-that sanctions would 
not be applied. 

The reason Hitler overnight tore up ·the Locarno Treaty and 
moved his troops into the Rhineland is that Hitler saw that sanc
tions were not being applied to Musso-lints (l'Ct of wa.r, and would 
not be applied lo Ids own move against France. 

35 



And the reason why the Japanese armies have taken by acts of 
war Chinese territory twice lhe -size of Ethiopia is that the Ja
panese militarists have been assured up to the present time that 
they could do so with impunity-that the League of Nations would 
not apply sanctions to stop a military seizure of one of its mem
bers' territory. 

Sanctions have not prevented war simply because sa;nctions 
have not been applied. 

It is not true that sanctions increase the danger of war. .. 
Just the opposite---the impunity of the a.ggressor increases the· 

danger of war. 
Even the paper declarations made by the Militants for "work

ers' sanctions" turn out to be only an evasion of aH action---·
when immechately they refuse to join in united action which is 
the essence of '1-f(Jrkers' sanctions, which mean a united front or 
nothing. In the question of workers' sanctions they play unwit
tingly the role that Laval and Hoare played in the League of 
Nations. 

Let it he clear that neither the Berlih nor the Tokyo war
makers are caused the slightest embarrassment by the Socialist 
Gall's type of propaganda against "war in general"-and at the 
same time against sanctions. Mussolini was not in the least em
barrassed when his Field Marshall General Badoglio stood over 
the dead bodies of the last battlefield in Ethiopia to give an 
interview saying that he is really a deeply convinced pacifist and 
is firmly against "war in general". 

There will he no effective blocki1ig of the war-makers-no 
maintenance of J)eace-unless there is onrnnized on a hug_e scale '-,I . . . , (,..; 

a joint action of the working class and other sections of the 
population against the specific instigators oj war, and against the 
sinister forces such as those mobilized by Hearst in support of 
the war-making fascists abroad. 

The worst of Thomas' advisers say that the Commt1nists want 
a "good ,var against fascism"-and they have found a nev/ slogan 

· h h "C ·h . . ,. agamst w at t ey term omn1uno-c auvm1sm '. 
Comrades, the Communist Party is the party that fights against 

chauvinism. We are the party of Lenin whose revolutionary can 
for the "defeat of one's own government'' in 1914- was successfully 
carried out three years later, fn OctoheL 
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But we are carrying out our work, not muong the hooks in 
a radical minister's study, hut among the rnasses-- --and we are 
doing it in a world 11ot of 1914, hut of 19i~6. 

' . 
Lenin's platform is our platform on war, co1rii:ades, and we do 

not subtract a single syllable or hesitate in the application (1f 

every essential of it, here and now, to this greatest war crisis. 
Up to this time, unfortunately, Thomas and his pitiably scra:tuhled 
brain trust--Zam, GiLlQw . and Goldman, inspired hy the Trotsky• 
ites-have been able to do nothing with the magnificent formula- · 
tions and examples of Lenin cxcopt to dte them as. reasons why 
we cannot act against war and fascism.. · 

Raw Ideas on "Raw Materi<tls" 

Let us see how far some oJ the well-ineaning Socialist lea<fors 
get with efforts to "oppose war" in genaa.l, while concretely op
posing the formation of the united front against war, opposing 
any international action of states against the fascist aggressors, 
and relying simply upon patented sectarian '"ideas'' and formulas 
for holding the masses baek from aution while war breaks upon 
tlw world. And if this glinipst~ shows a shameful picture-so 
nrnch the better lesson for Socialist workers. 

As you know, George Lanslmry and Sir Stalford Cripps opposed 
sanctions and hroke with tbc British Labor Party on the issue. 
They claimed in doing this to take a pacifist position, and to ''re
main true to socialist principles". But, strange to say, these 
lovers of peace s1)on cam,) objectively to the outrageous militarist 
and imperialist position of demanding that the fascist govern
ments of Italy, Germany and Japan he given the ''access to raw 
materials", which in practical form means the rulership ove.r 
the African and Asiatic countries (Ethiopia,' China, etc.) for 
which they make war! 

A section of the leadership of the Socialist Party bas gone 
over lock, stock and barrel to this position of objective support 
to the war plans of Hitler, Mussolini and Hirota. Under this 
influence Norman Thomas wrote in connection with tbe war 
situation: 

" ... we must steadily keep in mind the necessity of working for 
international agreements on the allocation of raw materials."' 
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But we are carrying out our work, not muong the hooks in 
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' . 
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not subtract a single syllable or hesitate in the application (1f 
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This is, of course, in purely economic terms what Mussol.ini .is 
taking in Ethiopia, what Japan is taking from China and what 
Hitler's guns are now planted on the Rhine to gel.. Whe11 a reader 
challenged Thomas., he rusHecl to explain the thing away, ,1nd in 
''explaining" he showed how a. confused Socialist can fall inlo 
a fascist war.lord's death trap. Apparently seeii1g for the first 
time the reactionary character of a proposal that could not mean 
anything but a redivision of colonies, such as the " pet1<-ieful" 
Lurning over of an Ethiopia to Italy, Tlionrns hastened to declare 
that by the term "allocation of raw materials" he did not at all 
mean a redivision of colonies, 1:ha't in fact he is in favor of ending 
the eolon.iaJ system. But since a redivision of colonies is the 
only known way of redistribution o f s;oun:es of raw materials 
in a capitalist systen1 for exploitation <n1 a co1npetitive•cost-hasis 
--Comrade Thomas finds himself forced to invent: a whole "new" 
system of allocation of raw materials similar to the arrangement 
of the Allied nations in 1914! Describing his plan to bring peace 
into the world by supplying fascist Italy, Nazi Germany and the 
militarist · government of Ja1)an with raw materials, he writes: ,., \ 

"The nearest app.rnach that the work! has $C<m to an allorntion o:f 
raw materials was during th e war when the Alli,:d nations, through their 
contro.l of shipping and otherwise. really did rnunage to p<•Hion out 
minerals, wheat, oil, wool, according to nc(•d; to l,c sure, a,:cNding to 

a very dreadful wnr .need.' ' 

Thomas' proposal real!y anwtmts to this: That England and 
other powers shall agree to "allocate,, to Mussolini w.itlwut fight
ing ( as yet) exactly what he got in Ethiopia and what he pxohably 
could have gotten without fighting if England and France had 
agreed l.o "allocate" it to hin1 "according to need". \,1e are not 
blind, and therefore \Ve are painfully aware that this is just what 
the street fighting is about in Paris; the royalist mobs are shout• 
ine: for J'\'.lussolini and Hitler to he given resourct's "according 

t.,;J ..., . \.} 

to neec!", and we know that Comrade Tho1m1s does not wish tQ 

help the fascists, whom lH:: hates as we do. ·y\~t, under the in • 
Huence of thfa t rend he wanfs to go further and give )Vlussolini 
more of what he is in need of for his present war preparations 
than even is notv on the order or9 the day. And nt the :::ame time 
ht' ·wants to satisfy the "needs" of the German fasci1-ts and the 
JnpntH'Se nrilitnr.ist governn'lenL 

3H 
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In whnl sort of a ,hcam-world is such "thinking" done? ls 
anyone unaware that all of the fotces of sUH'k reaction are pre
cisely on the side of "satisfying" the fascist war-1nakers and thus 
fixing the alignment of those nations for the next war? 

But we haven't e.xhausled the aniazing depths of -this stupidity 
'PU . . . . . . . . . l . . . .·, . .N' .. '].'! . . ·1 . '' ·1 .· . j ' yet. we n1ust rememner L Jal: .. or man .. 101nas .ms a c eep f 1s-

trust" of Lhe .League of NatJons, and has turned so '"re·volutionary-" 
that he cannot have a united front with the Cornmun:ists heeause 
the Communists have become so "opportunistic" as to "flirt with . 
the League of Nations". Now what does he have in mind when 
he speaks of an arrangement like ''lvhen the Allii~d· nations •.. 
really <lid manage to portion out" things'? Well, he tells us in 
plain words- just listen- as follows: 

" It does · mean, lo be efficient:, 1:he develnpn1cnt of some measure of 
worldwide governrrwnt, a meas11re of w11r]dwide governmnt not hy any 
means inconsistent with the continuanc1) along proper lines by existing 
1wtions and the freeing of colonial peoples." (.My emphusis--R. M.) 

And this is the same Norman Thomas who attacks the Commu
nists for wishing to make use of the League of Nations! He is 
against united .action of the masses in conjunction with an action 
of the League of Nations. He thinks any act.ion of the League 
of Nations, regardless of all pressure of the masses, rnust "al- . 
ways" he the policy of the imperialists. He refuses to have any
thing to do with a League of Nations in which the socialist state 
fights for peace. He refuses to support the peace policy of the 
Soviet Union because he distrusts a "Russian foreign policy". 

But overnight he proposes that the labor movement: of the world 
(without any united front for independent aclifm!) shall give a 
blank check to the hig <::t1pitalist powers to form ''some measure 
of worldwide govemment''-the first and prirruiry duty of which 
is to grn.nt all of the denu:uuls of the fascist wa.r-nwkers, Hitler, 
Mussolini and the Japanese militarists. 

1,J . . " l . " t· ff 1· 1omas 1s too revo utwnary to approv,; o · e orts t.o a 1gn 
capitalist states in support of the peace policy of the Un ion of 
Soviet Socialist Republics; hut not too revolutionary lo approve 
and propose an alignment of capitalist: nations against the peace 
polic:y of the Soviet Union. · 

S.... d . · ". l " f . . J • f ,_ o a patente sectanan 1c ea · , · · unct10mng as a su )stitute . or 
united action of the forces of peace against war, js transformed 
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into a proposal that the whole world shall surrender to the de
mands of ·].Vfossolini, Hitler a:nd Hirota, and consequently to the 
inevitable readj ustrnent of an along the line to place eolonial 
peoples and the whole world under the domination of the three 
fascist p◊vvers--Jtaly, Germany and Japan. 

Comrade Thornas has a faithful follower who catches his in
spiration and carries it on where angels fear to tread, to its in
evitable conclusion. The faithful follower is Jessie Wallace 
Hughan, who says in the Socialist Call: 

"I urge the capitalist governments of the League to offer Hitler\ 
Germany a realistic quid pro qno·, rather than the paper counters wi1h 
which tbd diplomats have been dealing. The suggested exchahge is a 
complete revit:ion of the Versailles Treaty, including of conn;e the re
distribution of the eolonies now· in possession of the victors as rnandates, 
in return for the effective reestablishment throughout the German domain 
of 1mlitical freedorn and the protection of minori.des." 

Assuring us that she differs from Lansbury in wanting to give 
Hitler aJl this only "in exchange for the libeTty of the German 
workers,'' Miss Hugham helps Co.mrade Thomas further to clarify 
his idea by saying : \ 

"As to the freedon1 of the colonies, Comrade Zam doubtless agree;;; 
that for practical purpow"' one capititlist master is a;s good as anotlwr, 
except as regards the eJcmentary matters of political liberty provided for 
a hove. To adopt his nwn phrase, the independence of colonie:3 cannot 
be defended 'Jn the a.bs tnict'. The workers in the mandated African colonies 
are not yet even nearly ripe jor reualntion in any Afarxiltn sense, and must 
therefore serve as paum.s in\ the i:nternational game for some time to come. 
Since this is the case, w:hy not urge t!1e capitalist governments to drc,p 
diplomatic fictions and play the game for stakes worth while-the rev.ision 
of the iniquitous Treaty and fhe destniction of Nazism?" (My emphasis
R. M.) 

Of course the idea would be a "destruction of Nazism" per
fectly acceptable to the Nazis. 

The lady brings both Thomas' and Zam's thoughts brilliantly 
to their condusion, and incidentally for the ,first time gives a 
classical expression to the p~evailing idea of the Socialist Party 
leaders on the national question: "The workers :in the . . . 
colonies are not yet even ;near,ly ripe for revolution in any 
Marxian sense, and must therefore serve as pawns in the inter
national game for some time to come.'' 
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Lea,gue of Nations and Peace 

The presence of the lJ.S.S.R. in tbe League of Nations, throwing 
all of its international weight into the scales of peace, pressing 
for collective security, is a force of incalculable value. Wt: must. 
re1wJmher in this relation that the peoples of the world <Io not. 
want war. 

In relation to the Italian fascist war against Ethiopia, .the 
League has shown itsel( disgracefully weak, irresolute and subject• 
to the maneuvers of selfish interests that were ahle to disrupt or 
paralyze every measure for peace, sacrificing the •'iol:ercsts of the 
smaller nations for those of the big i1nperialists. But this weak• 
ness itself is due to the policy of giving a free hand to the ini
perialisl:s in each capitalist country, hy the Iahor 1novemcnt giving 
a blank check to their own capitalist governments while failing 
to build a powerfol independent international :front of labor lo 

ensure application of sanctions and to intervene forcefully jn , 
all questions of foreign policy of their '~own" capitalist: govtrn- . 
ments. As Dimitroff said: 

"While demanding' effective meas1U-!$ from I he Le:Ygue of Nation!'\ and 
the bourgeois g(1vernrnents against the aggressiveness of the fascist war
mongers, the proletariat rnust: not forget for a rnomeut that the chiti/ 
J1uulament11J and dccisi.ve tliin,t; in the nwintenance of peace is the in
dependent acti't>n of the mas.~es in dc/en.rn of peace, rtga[nst; t.h1: concrete 
war incendiaries." 

To take a negative attitude in regard lo the League of Nations 
only plays into the hands of the fascist war-makers. Any col
lective action of nations not wanting war is an interference with 
their plans. The two chief instigators of war-fascist Germany 
and militarist Japan-are out of the League·of Nations, and they 
left it because their war plans could best be pursued outside of 
it and against it. 

The independent action of the masses cannot ignore these 
facts, and will follow a course, necessarily, of pressing all pos
sible forces of peace into aetivity. Difficulties are raised by 
Norman Thomas who fears what he calls ".the dangerous delusion 
that Socialists can manipulate war between rival imperialisms 
for their own advantage". Zam talks of the "dangers of close 
association with the actions of capitalist governments", and warns 
against what. he calls "'answering' Hitler by supporting the 
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capitalist phins of rearmament, new allia1H:es or League of Ni1lions 

action". 
Hut there is no socialist rnonastery where these conrrndes can 

escape contact with capitalist governments. The escape fron1 
contact with goven1n1en t is an .illusion of anarcho-syndkalisrn, 
akin to the ilhrnion of the Itnlian workers of 1922 vvho took the 
factories but abstained fr om "dirty politi cs", ignored the state, 
until the state cnme after tl·H::~m in the person of lVlussohni with 
hand grenades to blow the.m out of the factories. 

Pessimistic nttitudcs can win no victories over th,~ fnscist war• 
1nakers. Many of the lenders of the Militant Socialists seen1 to 
have added one final dr)gma to their list of a thousand dogmas: u . ~ 

the dogma of pessimis,n ! "Wnr is inevitable. Peace is impossiblF ! " 
"There is nothing ean be done until we have socinlisni ! " Under 
capitalism the w;;f.1nakers are all po~verful, they think. 

"'They sec everywliere around the1n the raging force;, of wHr, but they 
do not at ull notice the mighty factors of peact,." (I)lmitruff.) 

X. SOVIET DEIVIOCRACY AND PEACE 

/a LL of those who hate socialism, all of the most reactionary 
.L~ forces tmd enenrics of dernocracy in the world, fo11ow the lead 
of Williarn Randolph Hearst in denouncing the Soviet Union
wh{m all else fails--on the ground that it is "not dernocratic''. 
The Old Gtwrd··•-snpp<)'scd to love so<.'.inlism-follows .Hearst in 
finding this last desperate excuse t'o try to corrupt ~vhat workers 
it cnn into hatred of the only ;;;ocialism that exists· •the mag· 
nificent structure of the U.S.S.R. Unfortrmately the Militant 
Socialists still permit the Old Guard, from ot;itside their party, to 
dictate what cannot be said for the socialist state and what must 
be said in 1:hc way of the vilest lies and slanders against it; and 
so it is that they too fall hack upon this misenihle last resort of 
slander auainst socialism-that the existirw; sQcialist stat,) is "not 

V ~• 

democratic';. 
Now the draft of the 1:1;~w· Soviet Constitution is published 

throughout the world. This wa,ll he a terrific blow against the ~ . -
makers of war-it will bring enormous gain to the fight for 

V - ~ 

peace and for the peace _policy of the U.S.S.R. Our fight against 
war is rnade more effective when we spread to the farthest cor-

,12 

·• 

ners of the land the foll explanation of the Constitution of the 
socialist slate as mm·kin!(· the u;realest height that has ever heen 
attained hy dc11H)<'.tacy-~;t height n1ade po:sible only by the vic
tory of socialism. This is a way in which the peac<q)olicy of the 
U.S.S.R will become 1nost easily intelligible to the tnasses in 
Arncrica. It is necessary to pound horne the trnth that snch a 
peace policy on the part of a groat state, itnd the consistent: /a/
lmuing out of this poUcy in leading other nations Loward peace · 
is possible only · because the sh1te power ·which . proposes it 
among natio11s is a powerful socialist state, with a SOfinlist econ-
01:ny, based upon ilecessarily the broadest and deepest democracy 
that has ever been att:H.ined by 1nan, far ,idvanced in the proe(:ss 
of abolishing all classes, 

Only in doing this shall we secure the broadest mass under• 
standing and faith in the Soviet Union's peace policy whieh is 
now decisive in the light against 'WHr and the fascist ,var-nutkers. 

But it would he a dange.r011s rni1,take if anyone were to concede 
in lhe sliidi tesl: degree to the theory that cerlain liberals have be-

~.... t.,, ~ 

gun to hawk already in the past 24 luiurs, that a "Soviet auto
cracy'' ha s suddenly "reversed its poliey'' and "hecorne demo
eratic," that the dic:talorship of the proletariat somehow found 
i I self in diffi.culties and therefore "retreated" and "surrendered" 
in some degree tr, dcrnocrncy ! lt: would he very comfortable for 
lhe bourgeoisie, ff the workers nre told that the teH>lutionary 
movement is out of date now, and that the U.S.S.R. has now come 
"hack" to demoeracy "like in the United States". 

No, for the past eighteen and a. half years•··-··· SiiH.:e Nov,imher 7, 
l917---thc Union of Soviet Socialist .Republics ha.s been the most 
d,:111 .. ocratic state in the whole world. During every day of its 
nxislence, and even in the early months of rnost "jntense civil war 
nnd sharpest repressive 1neasures against the capitalist class, the 
I f .S.S.R. has enihodied a new type of democracy more p'rofound 
I han any that ever existtid hcforc. From its very inception the 
~ovic t state has been, as Lenin expressed it: 

'' ... a development. und (:xpan;;ion of democracy hitherto unprecedented 
in the world, prcci.sely for I.ht} vast majority bf the population, fo r the 
11x ploited and for the toilers." 

'I'l C.., · · .k · J · ·1 · f 1e new ,onst1tut10n mar ·s a great w1c emng anc cxtensIOn o 
lids democracy. lt is an advance of the dictatorship of the pro• 
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capitalist phins of rearmament, new allia1H:es or League of Ni1lions 

action". 
Hut there is no socialist rnonastery where these conrrndes can 

escape contact with capitalist governments. The escape fron1 
contact with goven1n1en t is an .illusion of anarcho-syndkalisrn, 
akin to the ilhrnion of the Itnlian workers of 1922 vvho took the 
factories but abstained fr om "dirty politi cs", ignored the state, 
until the state cnme after tl·H::~m in the person of lVlussohni with 
hand grenades to blow the.m out of the factories. 

Pessimistic nttitudcs can win no victories over th,~ fnscist war• 
1nakers. Many of the lenders of the Militant Socialists seen1 to 
have added one final dr)gma to their list of a thousand dogmas: u . ~ 

the dogma of pessimis,n ! "Wnr is inevitable. Peace is impossiblF ! " 
"There is nothing ean be done until we have socinlisni ! " Under 
capitalism the w;;f.1nakers are all po~verful, they think. 

"'They sec everywliere around the1n the raging force;, of wHr, but they 
do not at ull notice the mighty factors of peact,." (I)lmitruff.) 

X. SOVIET DEIVIOCRACY AND PEACE 

/a LL of those who hate socialism, all of the most reactionary 
.L~ forces tmd enenrics of dernocracy in the world, fo11ow the lead 
of Williarn Randolph Hearst in denouncing the Soviet Union
wh{m all else fails--on the ground that it is "not dernocratic''. 
The Old Gtwrd··•-snpp<)'scd to love so<.'.inlism-follows .Hearst in 
finding this last desperate excuse t'o try to corrupt ~vhat workers 
it cnn into hatred of the only ;;;ocialism that exists· •the mag· 
nificent structure of the U.S.S.R. Unfortrmately the Militant 
Socialists still permit the Old Guard, from ot;itside their party, to 
dictate what cannot be said for the socialist state and what must 
be said in 1:hc way of the vilest lies and slanders against it; and 
so it is that they too fall hack upon this misenihle last resort of 
slander auainst socialism-that the existirw; sQcialist stat,) is "not 

V ~• 
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letariat, nol: its retteat. It is rnnde, not because of diHiculties, but 
because difficulties have been more and more overconie. The 11ew 
Constitution can grant universal, secret and equal suffrage be
cause the dictatorship of the proletariat forever smashed the · 
capitalist class and irrevocably destroyed the main roots fron1 
which capitalism and human exploitation can grow, because agri
culture has become socialist agriculture, and the decisive advnnce 
toward the abolition of classes has been successfully made. 

Even before the ne\\' Soviet Constitution nearly twice as many 
persons participated in elections in the U.S.S.R as in the U.S .. A. 
In the last An:ierican elections 66,900,000 persons were officially 
entitled lo vote, and 39,800,000 actually voted. But in the las! 
Soviet elections 91,000,000 were entitled to vote and 77,000,000 
actual.ly voted. Allowing for the ;30. per cent greater population 
of the Soviet Union, we can say at least 20,000,000 Americans 
did not vote in tb.e United States in the last election uAio wmdd 
have voted under the system then pmcti,ced in the Soviet Union; 
and about 8,000,000 of these would have been yoimg Americans 
between the ages of 18 and 21, while nearly all of the rest would 
have been men and women of the working class, dispossessed 
fatmers, and Negroes and poor white workers and sharecroppers 
of the Southern states. 

Yes, my dear 1:iherals, such was the "Soviet tyranny" even he
f ore the new and broad exte11sion of den1ocracy in the new Con
stitution, without even {nentioning the infinitely more <fomocratic 
and direct day-to-day control (,ver all processes qf governrnent 
and industry that it made possihle by the Soviet form. Do not 
forge!: that under their Soviet form of democracy, out of 24,000,c 
000 industrial workers, 20,000,000 are organized freely in their 
own industrial unions, whilst in America out of 38,000/)00 in
dustrial workers, only 5,000,000 are organized at aIL American 
workers cannot but reflect on what it would mean if our auto
mobile workers in the shops of Detroit, South Bend and Cleve
land had an auto workers' union 278,000 sir~ng, as the automo
hile workers have in what· Hearst calls the "Asiatic barbarism" 

of the U.S.S.R. • 
That all happened before the new Constitution. At that time it 

was necessary to have vr~ting by an open show of hands, indirect 
e lections and higher representation for the industrial working 
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class, precisely for !he sake of workers' deinocracy at a lime 
wheJJ , as Lenin said, the capitalist elnss

1 
although overthrown, 

was the '"more powerful" cnen1y "whose resistance .is increased 
ten-fold by its overthrow". Lenin explained correct! y that: 

"The indirect elections to the non-loci:tl Soviet's itwke it easier 10 

hold congresses of Sov iels, it makes the entire app:n·alt.rn less costly, llHirc 
flcxibfo, more aer;e;;sible lo the workers and peasmits at a time when Hfo 
i;, sr'elhing and it is necessary to he able 11uickly lo recall a <kputy or 
to dee!: him to !he gen1:ral Congress of St,vieis.·,, 

These r estricti ons did nol alte r the fact that tJ1c Soviet govern
m.enl. was the most den1ocratic in !he world, !Jut th e .reasons for 
tho restrictions have ceased lo exist. The once ''uio.re p<rwerfuJ" 
enemy, ,tlii:: exploiting Classes, having been uprooted fron1 the 
social systeni, the new Constitution establishes ,lirect election 
to all offices through 1u1iversal and equal suffrage for all hrunnn 
beings ahove the age of 18. 

These far-n:aching changes 111.ake the significance of the lJ.S. 
SJ{. in the world affairs much clearer for the workers in other 
eountries who did not so readily 1mderstand the earlier stages 
of Soviet democ.racy. This js especially so in ''democratic'' cap.i
la lisl. countries where all de,nocralic rights are endangered hy 
fascist encroachments. For instance in the lJnited States the in- . 
direct system of election through an electoral college, the appoinl.• 
.ment of j udgcs, and the cncroaclnnenl.s upon the jury system, the 
overruling of the actions of the elected Congress ,ind President 
hy life-appointed Suprcrne Court judges and the lmrring of new 
political parties from the ballot-are formal as weU as real re
strictions. which are much in tbe minds of the people. The right 
o f suffrage is abolished hy disenfranchisement of Negroes in the 
South and by poll-tax requirements in many states, while secrecy 
of the ballot is redu<:ed to nothing by fraud and terror against 
masses of workers in coinpany towns, . 

lf we explain these things simply and clearly, it will not he 
hnrd for the American workers to understand how it is that the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has hecoJne the world-cham
p ion of democracy against fascism. They will not find it diflicµlt 
l.o understand that such a state cannot be a ruenace to the demo
cratic rights of any people in the world. Then all of the sinister 
whisperings of the little Zams and Gitlows and Trotskyites a·hout 
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lying that they are. The A1ne rican workers and those of the whole 
world will see then the need of supporting the peace policy of 
the l fnion of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

XI. iV!OBlLIZE i\JASSES AGAINST WAR-MAKEHS! 

SOCfALISTS whose attitude toward the tnenace of war is in
herited from tht~ sdwol of "conscientious objectors'' of 1917 

fa.ii to see that om· problem ·is not one of an inner nHintal attitude 
but one of pre·venti'.ng the outbreak of u;ctr. 

An altitude of "'wanting" peace has not the slightest effect un
less foHowed hy action in the outside world of reality. For this 
ii: is necessary to mobilize great inasscs into action to oppose war. 

But irnmediately tbese gre,Jt rnasses, although passionately 
hating war and wishing to oppose it, are <livided in a maze of 
(lifferlng particular views and tenden<Jies, in hundreds of different 
organizittions, with general prog_rams that conflict on a thousarn1 
subjects. The sectarian says: "We must reconciie all of these 
conflicting views hefore we can get action together", o.r-"We 
must pick out the best and truest of all these general views and 
philosophies ( which is, of course, one's own little se0t's phi
losophy r i and 1nust convert a11 these multitudes to it, and then 
we can have united action." (This is what the Militants mean 
when they sav, "Tl)e onlv wa~ to fiaht au:ainst war is to fi 00-ht 

~ ., - J ,I (,,,.' >,,J 

for socialism".) 
Be:cmrse there are differences which divide the masses and 

which cannot he immediately reco11ciJed, the united front "is 
creat{·d. A. united front is not a getting together of those who 
agree upon everything; £/ the masses agreed u.pon e·verylhing, 
there uwu.ld be no need for a united front. The united front is 
an arrangement for common action of people who disagree on 
many things, hut who are faced with a c:ommon peril, a common 
need and a ,~01r1tnon willingness to fight on al Iellst one compell
ing issue. 

Such a comnion peril and common willingness to fight against 
it are brought about by the war situation. Literally rnillions of 
Americans deeply, ci:mrageonsly des.ire to prevent war. The 
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t\1 11111·i1.a1n Youth Congress, with its many conflicting views of 
d I \ltl t'/,.(flnl groups~ has given a magnificent example of a common 
It 11 1.1 will to fight against: the system o.f organized nmrdt'r and 

11 ~1d 11 i-J1. those who make it. Within various political parties, 
111i1on ~ hurnlreds of women 's organizations, among patriotic so- · 
r•l,lf imi, among scores of racial organizations of Negroes and 
11 1110 11g the enonnous congregations of churches, there is a ground-

Wl' l l ol' determination to oppo:-e war. A. startling indication of 
11111 quick ripening o.f the mnss vdll against war is found in the 
1111111 y g roups of Christian pacifists, who now see the necessity of " 

I . 'fl I l "K''· A . 11 IIIHKH strugg e agamst lvar. 1e popu ar s ogan, ... eep . menca 
I )10 of War", expresses in an incornplete form the hc.mest will 
1d' 11li llions of Americans to oppose the war-makers. These 
111l l lio n1;1 can and will he drawn into an effective fight to kt~>,p. 
A u1n 1·icu out of war by keeping war out of the world. 

A 11 of these masses or the bulk of them m.ust be mobiliz(td t© 
1111dw their common will effective. To wait until aH differences 
1ll~11 ppea.r would be to wait, inactive, for the submerging of the , 
wo l'ld in war. The united front will unite lbe divergent groups 
f 11 1 IWl'ion against war. 

<:11 rn rudes, literally tens of millions of Americans desirt'. peace. 
A 11 y (Hl l'l'lmo11 e.ffort to eslahlish a trnited front will within a few 
11111111 111-1 utl:ract millions of courageous fighters against war. Let 
Ith 11 dv11 11 ce boldly, with genuine Bolshevik instinct for the masse~. 

"'l' li 11 fri end1, of peace ca n work nptm]y .... Their strength lies in 
I 11,1 I 11!11 lhu I tlwir 11etivitic!o' ap1inf.t war an: backed .by the will of the 
111111111 lll!l tlfH', of the people." (Stalin.) 

Wo Hdvance with the slogans: 

11/ll'lhruu., of the Hitler fd;<>Vemmenl, the incemlia.ry of wa.r in 
1

11111 fl( ', (ruery possible support to the Cenuan people who a.re 
/111/il/.111{ for their freedom.. 

/'./,,, 1u:. p11.lsion of the ]apll,nese invaders from China. For a 
,I, 11111 , •1111,ic Japan. 11,xpulsion of the ltal£a,n fasdst plumlerers 
/ 10111 /•,'tlu:opia; for t.he liberat/'.on of the Italian people from the 
tt /'/'' , 1,1,y/0 11 of fascism. 

I 11 111rld froul of 1uorlcers and /armers and all f riends o/ fH?ace 
,r,.,I111-Y f the iustigators of 1va:r! 

I )11/1111<1 /.he pea1ie policy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
1111 li/1, •N l 
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/111/il/.111{ for their freedom.. 

/'./,,, 1u:. p11.lsion of the ]apll,nese invaders from China. For a 
,I, 11111 , •1111,ic Japan. 11,xpulsion of the ltal£a,n fasdst plumlerers 
/ 10111 /•,'tlu:opia; for t.he liberat/'.on of the Italian people from the 
tt /'/'' , 1,1,y/0 11 of fascism. 

I 11 111rld froul of 1uorlcers and /armers and all f riends o/ fH?ace 
,r,.,I111-Y f the iustigators of 1va:r! 

I )11/1111<1 /.he pea1ie policy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
1111 li/1, •N l 
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2404 Ridge Ave. 
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Street 
Provid,n,.ce: 3H Westminster St., 

Room 42 
Racine: 205 State St. 
11..ea,ilng: 224 North Ninth St, 
Richmond, Va,: 205 N. 2.nd St. 
S11cra1J<Hmto: 1024 Sixth St. 
St. Louis: 3520 Franklin Ave. 
St. P,wl: 600 Wabasha St. 
Salt Lake City: 134 Regent St. 
San Diego: 635 E St. 
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170 Golden Gate .Ave. 
1609 O'Farrell St, 
121 Haight St. 

Sa# .'l?edrtJ: 244 W, Sixth St. 
S,mf:a Barbar4: 

208 W. Ca.non Per-dido 
Scben,ictady: 204 Nott Terrace 
Seattle: 70½ Pine Sc. 
Spokmre: 114 No., Bernard 
Superior: 601 Tower: Ave. 
1'aco1$a: BU Tacoma Ave. 
Toleilo: 214 Michigan 
Washington, D.C.: 51; P. St., NW 
Y oitngstown: 

; 1 o W, Fed.era! St., 3d. a. 
Write for a co111pletc Catalog to any of the abo·ve addresses or to 

WORKERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS · 
P. 0, .Box 148, Sta. D New York City 
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