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This is a boak about a cf!untrv \1 :1ich 
occup:cs haii c.i Euro;;e and o third ol .-\,ia, ·alto'.'dhcr 
a sixth of the c:irtli·, l:'ild surfacL'- It ,lre'.cl1c:; O\L';:'lllore 
Uwn 172 degrees uf lrn1gitude, and CUHT' aimo'il ilie 
c;dire \\'idth of tile norlhern lw111isphcn:. ILs f;irthe';t 
li111its to cast a11c\ \\C'l are so far apart that \\·hen d;l\\11 
i;; ri~ing in 011e, du~k j.; ialling in the other. ll takes 
an express trZ1!11 11:ore thrn a \\lclk to trd\el 2crn<<; the 
\\licJk breadth of the l:md. 

ficrnal Arctic ice i11 lht• north contrast:;\\ ill1 the Trans­
caucasian :;ubtropics to the south, ihC' sultry Turkmc11ian 
dc:-:crts, \\ ith the Sihcri;rn taiga \Yhich strctdh:s as for ;1:.; the 
e;e can 5'ee. The Pa111ir and Tien Shan peaks pierce the 
clouds, \\·hile there arc sinooth-rollin,~ plain::; in the l l;ra­
inc and l\azakJ1:-;tan. T!Jc dinrsity of the countn 's land­
scape and climatt' is truh boundless. \\'hen the ·.\\a\ sun 
,,·ar1r;s the air to 30 C in -the Central Asian \ alle\o, f11 the 
Far ;\'orth the cold is 'o se\ ere that metal becomes JS brii­
ilc as glass and machinery breaks do\\'n. 

This is a book about a cmu1tn· which is 
often still called l\ussia. Bui this is not quite correct. 
Ru~sia or, rather, the Russian So\·iet Federati\·e Soci;dist 
Republic 1RSFSR) i:-; 1ncr,cly one, though the largest. of the 
fifteen equal Cnio!l republics of \\'hich the Lnion of So\iet 
Socialist I\epublics (LSSR) is comprised. 

The USSR's '.260 rnillion citizens speak 130 languages 
am! kl\'e fiye different alphabets. That, ho\\'e\er, does 
not pre\·ent them fron1 understanding one another perfect­
ly, from jointly tackli11g the most difJlcult undertaking 
and producing the country's \\·ealth and dcYCloping the 
ne\\', SO\·iet culture. 

This is a book about a country \\ liich, 
sixty years ago, set out upon the unprecedented road of 
building a socialist soc iei) . At that ti 11ie it lagged tee hno­
loi:ric all\' and econornicill\· some fifh or a hundred \ears 
lx~hind .the inclmtrializcd capitali:-;t countries. Threc-~1uar­
tcrs of it:.; population could not e\cn read or \\Titc. Add 
to thi~ th~ countn··, utter economic ruin. the fa 1~1i11e and 
p0\erty-the terrii:11c crnN='quence' of tlw Fir'! \\'orld War 
a11d the Ci\'il \\'ar. ,\11d then thl' hostile encirclement bv 
the capitali~t pO\\ers bent on stilling in its infancy the 
first state of the workers and peasants in the \\·orld. 
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This and much else had to be overcome by the peoples 
of a country that seemed to foreigners to be a mysterious 
sleeping giant. At that time, sixty years ago, there were 
very fe\\' foreigners \\ho belie\'ed that the social "experi­
ment" could succeed. 

Under the leadership of the Party of Lenin, the Soviet 
people embarked uron a hitherto untrodden path. They 
succeeded, surmounting all difficulties, in building a de­
\'Cloped socialist society. Their successes, and the mistakes 
unarnid::ib!e for a trail-blazer, pro\'ided historical expe­
rience useful for otlwr peoples tod2y. 

This is a book about a country \\'hich 
accounts at present for roughly a fifth of wor.ld indus­
trial output. It no\\ leads the \\'orld 

in steel and oil, 
in tractors and mineral fertilizer-;, 

- in capital inwstments in the national economy and 
scale of housing construction, 

- in stable growth rates of production and ihe standard 
of li\'ing. 

The So\,iet Union has become a leader of scientific and 
technological progress. It has more resl'archers and engi­
neers than anv other countrv in the \\orld. 

The USSR- ushered in the space era. The world's first 
artificial satellite \\'as made in the l 1SSR. Its space rockets 
were the first to overcome the earth's gradty and travel 
interplanetary flight paths. Yuri Gagarin \\·as the first 
earthman to fly in space. 

The Soyiet people are enjoying the benefits of socialism 
ever more fully. The country long ago put an encl to eco­
nomic crises, unemployment and i11llation. The prices of 
consumer necessities and fares and rents are stable and, 
as a rule, are among the lm\cst to be iound an)\\here in 
the \\'orld. · 

This is a book about a countrv \\'hich e\·er 
s!nce its emergence has been persistently and tirelessly 
pursuing a policy of peaceful co-existence \\'ith states of 
differing social systems, and of \' igorousl y \\orh ing for 
disarmament, and for broad co-operation of all nations on 
the basis of equality and mutual acl,·antage. 

Tlw CSSR bore the brunt of the Second \\'arid War, 
making the deci~i\c contribution tu the rout of fascism. 
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Viel on i11 !he \\ ar \'.as .cccurE'd at the cost cf c11or111ous 
loss o(Jife a11d material damn~c'. It !uok an im111e1n' ciTor! 
for the cou11tn· le !~cal the ll rrihle \\'GUiHL; ~uslai11cd bv 
the cco11u111y ai1d to restore ll:L· pre-\\ ar le\ cl cf produclio1i. 

The So\ id Union is !he subject <,f endlrc:s qucstion"­
abroad-qucstions \\ hich arc put to So\·iet citizen.~ tra­
\clli11g in other countries on official business or ;is tourisb, 
;md questions which are ;ilso sent in to i\ovosti Prc<s 
Agency by re;iders of our magazines, books and other publi­
cations. We ha\'e selected from this mass of questions ;i hun­
dred of the ones most frequently asked and which seem to 
us to be the most important ones to answer to pro\ide the 
questionnaire with a clear idea of Soviet home and for­
eign policy. 

The book does not claim to be exhaustive. Rather, 
we hope it \\'ill be the beginning of a dialogue with our 
readers, whose further questions we shall be glad to answer 
in our subsequent issues. 



I. THE SOVIET ST A TE, 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
AND THE TRADE UNIONS 

What has socialism given to the people 
over the past 60 years? 

This question irwites a long di:o;cu~sion, :111d \\e deal 
\\·ith il in greater cletJil in olher p~irts oi thi:; book. But 
bric11y, the Jc:1ie\ements of sociJiisrn can be su111rned up JS 
fclloi1 s. 

Sociali:;m has turr;ec.l into realih wlwt people COiild 
onh· dream about in the old dan: · 

·_ it has rnade the Sm iet ]Jcople the genuine, coliec­
ti1e llELOkrs oi Urc·ir countn·; 

-- it has ircccl the:n frorn all forn:s of c\ploitation; 
- it has cli:11inated class, racial, national and other 

priYilcges and ensured actual social equality: 
-- it has created an entirely ne\\. type of ckrnocracy 

\\·hich has gi\ en each citizen the opportunity io take part 
in the running of factories, cities and in fact the \1hole 
of socictY: 

- it ·has µro\·ided Soviet citizens \\ ith real opportu­
nities to haYe jobs in line with their specialization, and 
put an end to unemployment and pon'rty: 

- it has made education and the highest acliic1emenis 
of \\orld cultme a\'ailable to all; 

- it has established a natioll-\\ide free mediczd service 
i.o sene the entire population: 

- it has set up a democratic social securih s\·stern 
and pro\·icled mod~rn. lo\\·-rent housing for So;, iet. cili­
zens; 

- it has procl;1i r~1ecl as its key task the harmonious 
de\elopment oi the imli\iclual. and has been purposefully 
and rn1bistemly pur~ui:1g policie~ to this end; 
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- it lws built up a ~trong economy, raised Iii ing 
standard:;, and freed Sm ict citizens from <Jnxiet\· about 
the morro\\', gi\·irg thern confidence i;i tl:e future: 

-- it initiated the policy of peace and co-operciiion 
between nations, ;md ha~ ahnl\s consistentl\' and tireless!\' 
pursued this pol icy. · - -

You describe your State as being a state 
of the whole people. How does 

it differ from the dictatorship of the proletariat? 

First of all let us explain the concept of the "dictator­
ship of the proletariat". This is a term in political science 
signifying the \\·ielding of state power by the \\orking cla~s. 
Socialist society is not established all at once. Bet\\een 
capitalism and sociaiism there lies a transition period of 
reyo]utionarr transformation of the former into the laHer. 
The state in -that period is described by Marxism-Leninism 
as the re\·olutionary dictatorship of the proletariat. 

In other \\·ords, the dictatorship of the proletariat is 
the rule of the working class which, in an alliance \\ ith 
the peasantry, and \\·ith the participation of the working 
people generally, builds a new society, a society \\·ithout 
exploitation. 

What are the objectins and functions of this rule' 
The main purpose the proletariat seeks to ach ie\·e-and 

so the main purpose of its rule-is a constructi\·e one. It is 
the creation of a new, socialist, economy, the abolishing 
of antagonistic classes and the elimination of the sources 
of man's exploitation of his fcllo\\' men, and a cultural 
reyo]ution. 

To achie\·c these objectins, the workers' go\·ernrneni 
in Rus~ia had to nationalize the economy \\'ith all po~'ible 
speed. destroy the existing and set up a ne\\' rn:.lchincry 
of State. Ini mica] elements of the old society opposc·d to 
the So\'iet bodies of power, that is, those li\·ing 011 un­
earned income, such as rentiers, c:.lpitalists, landlords and 
others, were deprind of the right to vote. These pcr~o11s 
did not exceed t\rn or three per cent of the popu I at ion. 
But the other 98 per cent-the owr\\'hel ming nrnjority!­
for the first ti me recei\·ed the real possibility of tciking 
part in the running of the State. In the St<Jte Du ilia of 
the tsar's making there \\'E'fe just about a dozen \\Orkers 
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and next to no peasants among more than -100 members. 
The rest \\Tre landlords, clergymen, members of the capi­
Lili:--t class and merchants. Aiicr the Yictorious socialist 
n .. ·\·olution, \\Orkers and pea;;a11ts ran the So\ iets (or coun­
cils), 11c\\ bodies oi <talc po\\Tr at all le\eb, fJro\·iding 
L·iTecti\'e democracy for the O\Cr\\'helming wajority of 
the population. '" 

Hm\·e\·cr, former capitalists. engineers and army officers 
\l'CfC not barred fro!ll taki11g part in the life oi the country. 
T\Jn \\l'fe offered jobs. and n1n11y of them co-operated \\'ith 
the SCI\ iet gmernment. In \()jlJ, for instance, about 3'i.OOD 
...;encrab and officers forml'rly of the tsar·~ army, \\ere in 
;icti\e sl'n·ice in the Ped Arnl\. 

I !!:-;ton· ri:cord;; a nu111Lcr or""instances 1d1ere renJlutio-
11ary \ ioll~nce has been exerted by the 11·orking cl:1ss with 
the object of seizing pO\\er from the exploiters. But this 
is not l'IJOL1gh. Fore(' must continue to be employed to de­
fend the re\ olution against its enemies. Consider the Paris 
Co111mu11e of 1871, the first state of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat in hi:--ton. The counter-re\'olutiomiry !Jour­
c(eoi:-;ie launched c1 ciYil \\ ar against the proletariat, and 
! iqu iclakd the Colli mu1ie in a bloodbath. 

Recall, too, in Russia, in the first years of So\ict j)O\\'Cf, 

the numeroLb plot ... a11d revolb against the rernlutionary 
reforms, and then the Ci\ il War itself-all inspired by the 
Russian and world bourgeoi:;ie. Take the ruthless suppres­
>ion of the proletarian rernlutions in Germany in 1918 
:ind in Hungary and Lah ia in 1919. The revolutionaries, 
unlike the bourgeoisie, did not always bring the full weight 
ui their power to bear on their antagoni:;ts, and this \\'as 
lheir undoing. 

The Russian proletariat, too, treated the \'anquished 
l'Xploiting class mildly. After the 1917 October revolution, 
ior instance, nobody di-;b:inded the bourgeois parties. 
:\ml only sabotil,[,'.c a11d \\'bite terror by the bourgeoisie 
ithe attempt on Lenin'" life and the assassination of some 
pro111i11ent So\·iet Jcaclcr:;) forced the SO\iet gowrnment 
lo take counter-mca:,,ures. In a country \\'here the bourgeoi­
-;ie behaws sensibly. Lenin said, the task:; of the proleta­
rian gonrnment ''ill be ea.<ier ar;d the proletariat will 
110t han:' to re:'ort lo f,Jrcc. 

Toda\', a de\L'lu1wd >OLiali:;t ;;uciet\', as described bv 
Lenin i11 1~18, h:i, \il'c'il liui!t in the s'o\ ict l11io11. It (s 
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defined as one in \\hich :;ocialism has taken firm root in all 
::;pheres-political, eco11o:nic, social and cultural-of the 
I iic oi societL 

With the buildin;..( oi ,,ocialism, the stale of the dicta­
torship of lhe proldariJt gradually turns into a state of the 
e1Ilirc people, a political organization of the \\·hole people 
\I ill1 the 1rnrki11g cb,,,, pL1yin.g the leadin,g role. As the 
t'.\ploitinf; classes arc' aliulished. tl1e function oi ,.upprcs­
'i11g their op{Josilio11 heco:nes redtrndant, and the main 
iu11dirnis of the sociali.'t .-tale, tho.se of organizi11,g and 
ru11ning the eco110111y aiid promoting education <t11d cuit­
ural progress, develop i11 c1ery pmsib)(• way. This is tile 
pri11cipal difference lwl\1ee11 the ·;late of the entire peopk 
cli\d tile dictatorship uf tile proletariat. 

What is democratic centralism? 
Is centralism compatible with democracy? 

Dl•rnocratic centra]i,rn i.; the rnajor principle of the 
,truclure and opcrali0i1 of the Sovid state. It i111plies: 

that all bodies of po\\Tr. from lhe highe,,t to the 
!11\\'\''t. are elected: 

-- that they report r1.·gularly to ilieir ekctors and the 
hudie.; o\'er them: 

- the subordi11atiu11 of the minority to the 111ajority; 
that the decisio1i-; ui :-;uperior bodies are binding on 

th,, bodies under thrn1. 
Taken together, tlw:-:e essential conditiutb guarantee 

that democracy, i. e., the effecti\·e political power of the 
rnajority, the working people, and their initiati\·e <tIHI 

participation in the procc;-;s oi gowrn111rnt, is exerci~ed 
in practice, that it i.-; a reality in e1eryday life. 

Centralism, we lwliC'\l'. does not oppo.-;e but supple111e11ls 
dernocracy. To be r11orL' e.\ad, they are mutually cornple-
11:e11lary. DemocraliL: u.•1ilralism implies the most exkn­
si \'c and free discussio11 at the stag(• of drafting decision:-.. 
Tlit· decisions finally adopted afkr :-,Lich dbcussion arl' 
lake11 by the majority for the majurily, alld are binding 
for ali. Violation of tlw 11 ill oi the majority is Yiolatio11 
u'i den:ocracy. Thi:; pruLTdure is obs(•rH:d both for :~tate 
t·,·u1101nic de1·elop 111e11t plan:, f\\ hich ha\ l' lhc force oi law) 
<.Jl!d for other laws. 

The principle of de:wxraiic cc1Ilral i,,111 cen1c11b the 
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So\·iet system from top to bottom and yice wrsa into an 
integral· \Yholc. 

Is centralization or decentra!i1ation of goHrnment 
the prevalent tendency in the USSR? 

;\eecl the hrn lw oppusecP The :;tn:ctnr of the Sm·iet po­
litical 5\ stem i~ such that the ternie!lC:\ i' for tbe to moye 
tO\\'iffds. each other, as it \\Ue. Or: tlie u1H: !:~:eccl. there is 
a contimwl impru1.e11w11t of the ccl.lrc:iized 2cL: 1 inistra­
tio11 of the social liic oi socieh, and o;; 1he other. there is 
a constant grm\th in the juri5cfictio11 :i: 1 cl iiiitiJti\e of the 
lO\\·er bodies of pm\LT as more i1nc'. r::u:·c' \\·orkir>g people 
tJkc an e\er gfl'~:lc'r part in the uL;;ll·~ 's polilil·nl life. 

The interc::-.:~ oi 1:1c :-ociali~t ~L.tL_', \\·Lo~t: n1ai11 goal 
i:; to ensure rising Ii\ i1:g :otand::mjs i'1r t'.:L1 

'..:., require 
a concPntration oi force~ ~me! resources\\ llh :: \ <:'\'. \o their 
most efficient utiliz~1tion. With ti:.· (~l'\\ [l; in tile scale 
of economic and cullural dc\elo;'rnL1;1, li1c roil' of centra­
lized administration also increase; l tl cco1101~~ ic r:1anage­
rnent, centralinJtio!1 i.: essential for tile c:1rr: out of 
I'.tajor natio~1al pro£.::ra11;:11cs. and fur c:_1-ordinaling secti­
onal and territori:il de\·elop n~c11t :1:1z; 1011g-t2r;11 plans 
\\ ith currc:!t pL111ili1!g. 

But ccntralizLd 1;wnagc1nent i~ :>·t one side of the 
111aiter. The Ce:1tral Committee's r:\ lO U1e :2:Sih Cong­
ress of the Co111munist PartY of th:.· S'.)iiet Lrion reads: 
"Another. \cry i 11ipurtant link in tlic i 111proi e111c11t of 
l"Co1101:1ic llEltiage1cu1t is the i111pro;·,·111en t u,f !he 11rg1111i­
zulin1wl str:1c1;;re 01:11 mct/uyfs of 1110,:c1 1!/lllt'i:t. \\'t· c;hall 
hme to reinforce Loth pri;1ciple~ of der::ncratic centrillism 
5imultaneoush. On the one hand, ct'11trali~"' n;~;-:t lie de­
\ eloped az1d a hClfrier thereby rai-:ed t:J dfpart mental and 
parochial tendu;cie' On the oll1cr, i~ 1s i~cce~sary to pro­
mote democratic principles 211d lc;c;\ rnitiath·e, and to 
re lie\ e the upper cc lie Ions of rn2w:1c:e11 ent from petty mat­
ters ;me! ensur2 'peed and t~ei;ibilit:, i; 1 c:~\::i~ion-rn<1ki11g." 

The de\·eloprnent pf dei:ocratic pri:>.:iples L e:'pccially 
\'.ell illustrated i11 loc<ll gmernr~:u:t. F'ccc:1t1~ the po\\ers 
of local So\ id.: \\ere consic!frabl" i11'-rea-:ed. The\ \\·ere 
made respon~iblc for all estahlish1;1 1Yl< c:1~cl urganiiatio11s 
scn·ing the lccal pc;pulation. and for all o.tate housing. 
They p;uticipate i11 the planning illld co-ordination of 
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the operations of the plants and factories on their territory. 
Another illustration is pro\·ided by the extensive and 

many-sided \\Ork conducted by the trade unions. Practi­
cally no que5tion oi i 111portancc bearing on plans, \\·ages, 
output quotas or the distribution of incomes is decided 
without their participation. Various public organizations 
are yet another important aYe11ue of citizens' participa­
tion in the management of society. Together \\ith the trade 
unions, which haYe a membership of more than I 1:1 mil­
lion, they embrace al most the entire adult population 
of the country. 

I have heard that work is under way 
on a new Constitution for the USSR. l would 
be interested to know what changes are going 

to be made in the present Cons ti tu ti on, and why. 

A new Constitution has been drafted. The \rnrk was 
done bv a comrnis.'ion l1eadcd bv the General Sec­
retan· d the CPSl' Central Committee. Leonid Brezhnev. 

The clra ft \\'as pub! i :;heel at the beginning of June 
and it will be discussed on a naiiun-\\·ide scale. 

The existing Constitution \\·as adopted in !D36. It re .. 
flecis and giYes legal expression to the Yictory of :-;ocialism 
in the LSSR, formali1ing it~ basic principles. 

But life is moYing fornard. In the past forty years So­
viet society has become much more mature. 

In place of the foundations of a socialist economy we 
now ha\·e a deYeloped and technically \Yell-equipped so­
cialist econo rn ic s\·ste rn. 

An actin process is taking place whereby the differen­
ces between tom1 and country, bei\\·een the \rnrh:ing class 
and those \\·orking lhe land are becoming much less 
marked. A steadily increasing proportion of the population 
is engaged in intellectual \\Ork. Physical \rnrk is increasing­
ly acquiring fealllres of brainwork. 

There has been a great stride forward in the education­
al sphere. The country nm\· has u11i\·ersal ten-year secon­
dary education to the age of se\·enteen. Two-thirds of the 
wor.king population ha\ ea secomlary or a higher education. 

O\er the \ears there has been a11 appreciable drawing 
together of afl classe:; and social groups, and Soyiet socie­
ty is gro\\ing more and more socially uniform. 
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,\\illions of men and women are drmrn into bking part 
in the e\ unla\· m;inac:c1Jle11t of the affairs of socieh and 
into the area of ckci'i(•JJ-11Jaking. -

A de\Clopecl rnci<il i.'t cociety ha.s hccn built and t;i~J,, 
i1wolyed in the buildin[; of co111:111111ism ha\c begun to bl' 
tackled. 

The intcrn;itionz!l position cf the LSSR has changed 
fundamentally.,\ \\orld scciali;;t sy~tcm l1<is erner;::ed. 

The <lrnft Constitution reflects these changcs and at 
the same time it sums up the 111ai11 ideas of the prc\'io 1s 
So\·iet Constitutions, a11d the co11stitutions of other co­
un(ries of social ism. 

" ... \Vhat is ne\\ in the draft is essentially an e:dcnsiun 
<md deepening of socialist democracy," L: I. Brezhnc\· 
pointed out. Allow all, it is a further denlopment of 
the democratic principles of the formation and functioning 
of the Soviets. Ways of strengthening the bonds between 
the Soviets and the people ha\·e been outlined. The dr<tft 
broadly reflects the important role played in the country's 
life by the trade unions, the YCL, co-operati\'e and other 
mass organizations and production work collecti\e~. 

The pro\'isions in the present Constitution on ci\ i I 
rights are substantially extended_ The general principle 
of equality of the citizens is proclaimed, while the pro­
Yisions regarding specific social and C'conornic rights affect­
ing the \'ery foundations of human life (for example, 
the right to work, rest and leisure, health protect io11) 
are denlopecl and e:dended. The political rights <JtHI 
freedoms of SO\ id citizens are defined in gre<itcr deLiil 
than in the pre\ ious Constitution. 

In the draft Co11stitut.ion the duh oi the c itizc11 \u 
\\'Ork hone~tlv and c011,cieniiotlsh· a1:d defend his I !ot11l"­
laml is ern-pk1,iznl. The dulJl"' of caicgu;rnlin.['. 1lw 
interesb of tht' Sm id <late, of lJL"l)"illg lo 111ai11\<Ji11 public 
order and prolect public propc:·t:,, ui pro\ecti!~~~ 11c:ltirt' 

;md guarding it'.' \\t';~ltil and 111\·("r\i cultur;t! \;il1w­

:lfe formulaled "' Lcrn:'tituti01L:l prU\ sions. The dr·:~t 
proclaims it a du\\ of So\ ict citizl':t.< to educz1·,c chiidrc11 
and bring them up ;1:- \\Orthy 1:1crnh·r·s oi socia::,t sricil''.\ 

The clraft incil:dl's a clrnpil'r 0:1 "SnL·ial Dcnlop11wm 
and Culture" \\liic'!i ]'cllnb m:t li.;it !lie sliitc ::;lim\s coJJ-



ccm for the den:'loprncnt of education, science and art 
and for the imprO\ ement of the \\orking and Ii\ ing con­
ditions of the people. 

A further :-;trl'!lr.;thening of ~ocialist la\\' and order is 
clearly reflected i11 the draft CJ11stilution. 

The basic features of the federative structure of the 
S<J\iet Union, the soundness of \\·hic11 h::is been full\ 
ccn firmed in pr act ice, are presence! · 

The draft reflect:; a Ile\\ octagc in the dc\·elopmcnt oi 
ll:L· ScAiet national ccu11omy, it poinb out that the eco­
nu111y of the USSR ha~ become a :,i1wle national econornic 
co111plcx incorpora1i11g all the dcrnrnt:- of social pro­
duction, distribution and exchang(' in the cou11tn. The 
draft also endorses ~;uch a11 important principle o( socici­
i i-d economics a~ the co1ilbi1ntio11 ui pl:11rncd centralized 
rnanagcrncnt \\'ith economic indepe11dc11ce and initiati\·e 
un the part of elllerprise:-- and production associatio11:>. 

This is the first draft Con.stitution \\hich i!lclude::; a 
clwptcr on '·foreign Policy". It sciy" U1al the Sm iet slate 
l·onsistently pursues ihc pol icy oi peace and ihat it adyo­
cales the strenglhC'ning of the security of nations and 
hwad internatio11al rn-oper:.ilio11. 

Would you please explain why there is only one 
candidate tor election to a Soviet. 

This is not stipulated Ii) the la\\, which does 11ot Ji 111it 
Uw 1wrnber of candidates that ma\' :-:lallll, but is an e.slab-
li,Jied practice, a tradition. ~ 

!11 bourgeoi:-: cou11trics loo, of coLir.'l" only one candidate 
of a party usually starnl-., in a con,;tituc·1Ky. :\ormally there 
arc· a' many candidate~ for a :,eat as there are parties 
co111l'.sti11g the electio1i. \\'c. ho\\l'\Cr, ha\·e only one par­
l1-the Communist Part\ -:>u that \\here it nominates a 
-.·illldidale there is only th(, one candidate for the seal. 

I 111ight be argued that in the capitali"t countries i11de­
pc11de11i candidates may also stand. This is so. But \\·e aho 
lia\l' i!l(kpe11dc11t ca11didak~, altl1ougl1 they are not de­
'-<.:rihL·d as :-,uch. Herc. too, a candidate 11eed not necessarilv 
[>(,a !llembcr of the political party. Crndidak5 are norni11~;­
[pJ tu represent an electoral cli:'lrict. U'ually in the course 
of :111 election carnpaig11 tiw Corn111u11ist Party, the trade 
u11io11s, the Young Corn111u11ist Leag11e <111d other public or 
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gm1iza\ions agree 011 ''hich electoral di,trict a cmdidak 
\Yill ~tand in, and 011 the csr;dida\c fur thi< distric", .. \11d 
,,·here the candiclak is not 8 rncmL:cr of tl'e ?art\ lw is 
unfaili11gly supportdl by the Com111u:1i.'l5. In tl;e l~J75 
elections to the local ~~cyicts. for exa1:q1lc'. 01er t\\U 111il­
lion deputies \\ere l'lcdcd. Less \hall ilali of ti;cm \\ere 
Corn;11unist Party 11~crnbers. 

In one of your booklets you claim that the State 
in the USSR is ruled bv workers and peasants. 

Does this mean - that you deny the role 
of professional MPs? 

The great majority of So\'iet dcputic> are indeed rcp­
resentatiyes of \\orkcr:-; and farmer:-. Tile r'.2puties e\crcise 
their narliamentari'1ll duties in addition 1.0 their nornrnl 
work,· and \\ i thou t pay. 

This S\ stem :-;uits us Liest. \\'l1\ '? Bt•cause \\e consider 
that it best e11-;urc:s the exercise cif cic111ccratic principles 
in go\ernment and in rlecicling all the i:nportant n1aHers 
of State. The \Oters are able to keep a11 C\c 011 the adi\i­
tic~ of the represc11\ati\ c they haw elcckd to go\ er 111ncnt, 
to sec ho\\' he iul tlls the mandate \\Lich they ga1.c him 
during the election campaign and i'.hich he is to carry 
OU t. 

No less essential from the standpoint oi the dernocratism 
of bodies of stall' po\\cr is that deputies 1.\lPs) are, in foct, 
genuine reprcse11\ati\ cs of the working peopie, of the rnajo­
rih. 

·But \\hen \\e look at professional .\\Ps. the e:.:ample of 
the bourgeois cot:11tries shows that they are usually rep­
resentati\·es oi tlic\\ealthYclas:;es rsther than of the \\ork-
ing population. · 

We do not coil'i(icr o.uch a S\ stem to be Jclliocratic. 
At this point it may be a~keLl hm\· a non-profco;sional 

MP can make clcci<ions on a professional len~l or; important 
public matter~. \\'ill he be \\ell-informed eno:;gh am! ex­
perienced enough if he :o:pends 11;ucli of his time. say, at the 
bench or in the J[,,ldS:' 

This is a reasonable question. Tlle point is, hm\eYer, 
that in selecting ccrndidates, the noi1 ir:ating bodies care­
fully \\·eigh up their qualities--in tlll' political and moral 
spheres, and in their \\Ork-and taLe into account what 
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experience the person nominated has oi work in the Party, 
trade unions and lO\\er-le\el So\·ieb, his organizing abi­
lities. and so on. As a result, candidates and deputies are 
usually those \\ho ha\ e been accepted after clo~e scrutiny 
by their electors, and ~o can be expected io be fully co111-
pete11t to deal with important pub] ic matters. 

I11 addition, deputies ha\·e ample opportunity to con­
sult ~pecialists such as la,,·ycrs, economists, statisticians, 
etc. in gonrn ment dep'1rt men ts, and can therefore get 
whatr\er facts or acl\ ice they may need-for example, in 
drafting legislation. 

While exercising their p3rl iJ mentary functions depu­
ties Jre freed from \1ork \\ithout lo:-,s of pay. and may use 
all 111odes of transport iree of charge. They abo enjoy spe­
cial immunity under the Liw. 

You write that a deputy who has broken 
the commitments he assumed during the election, 

can be recalled by his electors and replaced 
by another deputy. 

Does this mean that on being elected a deputy he 
does not automatically become 

a representative of the nation 
and thus independent of his electorate? 

We haw partly anS\\Crcd thi~ question. It is quite cor­
rect tliat 011 being elected a deputy to a SoYiet he Joes not 
become independent of his electorate. He cannot act ag­
ainst their \\ill. 

Our system of representation rejects the idea that a 
deputy should be able to ignore the opinion of his electors 
if he thinks that their opinion conflicts \Yith the nJtional 
interests. 

We consider that a deputy must be responsible to the 
electorate and accountable to them. The collectiw opi·· 
nion of the electorate is an ex.press ion of their most i rnpor­
tant nceus and demands. The electors send their represen­
tatiw to a body of po\\W (a Soviet) so that he can carry 
out their wishes and their imtructions as he is bound to do 
in a system of democratic government based on genuinely 
dernocratic representation. 

The es:;ence of sociJlist de111ocrncy is the drawing of as 
mam people as possible into the gO\ernment of the State, 



;md this, of course, presupposes that they not only ha\ c 
1he right to elect their representati\·es to a body of ]10\\'Cf, 

but also to co-orwrnte \\ ith them acti\'eh in earn i11Q out 
the task-:: of go\ern11:cnt and <rL'o the j1owcr to. contrnl 
their acti\ ii il's. 

EYery year all <kputies report to their elector;; 011 \\h;:t 
lhe\' ha\·e been doif!k i11 their official role and hm\· the\' han: 
carried Olli the in.;;\,r\!l'l iOI1S the\' fE'Cein•d froJ;] tJiL'if cJcc­
Jorale at the time oi election. I°f a deputy has falkn 'hori 
of the expectations of llis electors, and doc' not c;irry out 
his duties the \\·ay lw ,Jiould, the elector' ha\e tl1e right to 
recall him and call a ;1e\\ election. Such ca.,es <:re nut fre­
quent but they do occur. During the past ten years some 
4,000 deputies (out of the h\o million deputies elected to 
So\'iets at all Jeyeb) ha\'e been recalled. 

Is there any difference 
between your parliament's two chambers, 

the Soviet of the Union 
and the Soviet of Nationalities? 

Which of the two is more important? 

The rationale for the USSR Supreme SO\·iet's bicameral 
system \\'ill be found in the countrv's federal svstem and its 
1i1ultinational population. The So.Yiet of the ·union repre­
sents the interests of the entire Soviet people, the Soviet 
of Nationalities, those of the countrv's Yarious nationali-
ties. -

Hence the different ratios of representation. The So­
\ iet of the Union has one deputy from each 300,000 of the 
population generally; in the Soviet of Nationalities each 
national republic. regardless of size or population, has 32 
deputies. Thus the huge Russian Federation, \\ith ih po­
pulation of 135 million, ;rnd ti11\· Estonia \\·ith a popula­
tion of 0111\· ] ,;) mil I ion each h;in:: the same number of de­
puties. The ,;:ame rule holds for the :\utonomous repuhlic.::, 
Autonon1ous regioll" :l!ld .\;1tin!li1! ;ireil'. \\·hicl1 ha\·e n>­
pectinly eie\ en, fi1 l' ;n!d (!JJC cic0 pHil'' c;1ch. Of the 1,517 
deputies returned to the Supreme Sc1\ ict at the la~(, June, 
1974 elcctioll:', 767 \nre elected to the Sm iet of Uw Union, 
;r11d 750, to the Sm ict oi .\:itic•nalitil''· 

Othcrn·ise, the h\o charnl'cr< are identically organized 
and opcraic on the "<1nK p1l<cc1i. Botl1 arc elected at the 
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same ti me and in iu i 1 ior four vears 011 the basis oi uniYersal. 
direct and equal suffrage by secret bill lot. Each elects for 
the entire term a Chairman and four Vice-Chairmen and 
forms provisional a11d ~landing co111111issiom. 

The two charnlJC'rs joi11ily elect a Presidium of the Sup­
reme SO\'id and set up all the highest bodies of go\'Cfll­
rnent. Thus, thev form the Council of ,\\inisters, elect the 
Supr<:me Court. -a1Hi ;1ppoint the Procurator-Genercil, who 
are fully accountable lo the Suprrme SO\ iet, \\'hich may 
dissoh·e or dismiss them <it anv time. 

The Soviet systcrn of popular representation has no 
division into upper and lower cha111bcrs of parliament. 
Both chambers enjoy equal rights, and the decisions they 
each take hm-e the same force. Both have equal powers 
to initiate laws. In accordance \\ iih the USSR Constitu­
tion, a la\\' is consider<:d adopted if passed by both cham­
bers by a simple rnajori ty vote in each. 

As a rule, the two chambers inaugurate and close their 
sessions at the same time. Howenr, this does not mean 
that thev sit at the same time. Each chamber endorses 
its own agenda and procedure. Matters may be considered 
at joint or separate sittings. La\\'S, ordinances and other 
decisions are adopted similarly, with, for the most part, 
discussions conducted separately and decisions taken at 
joint sittings. 

In the eyent of disagreement between the two chambers 
the Constitution provides a special conciliation procedure. 
The issue in dispute is submitted to a conciliation commis­
sion, which the two chambers form on a parity basis. How­
ever, should this body fail to reach agreement or should 
its decision fail to ~atisfv either chamber, the matter in 
question is again ref<:rreci to the chambers for fresh dis­
cussion. Should no agreement he reached this time, the 
Presidium of the Supreme Sm·iet, acting in conformity 
with the Constitution, dissolves the Supreme Soviet and 
appoints new elections. Thus neither chamber can dictate 
to the other. 

This organization:d structure enables the CSSR Sup­
rcn1e So\·ict to con"idcr and adopt la\1·s, economic program 
mes, budgets and other decisions 11ith an eye to both the 
country's entire interests and the specific interests of tile 
variou~ Union and Autonomous republics, Autonomous 
regions and National areas. 

17 



Why does the Supreme Soviet of the USSR meet 
for only several days at a time, while the parliaments 

of capitalist countries hold their sessions for months? 

Foreigners sometimes have the idea Uiat the responsibi­
lities of the CSSR S11preme So\·iet are simple and require 
little ti;11e for their iulfilment, that the deputies come to 
i\\oscm\· hice a ye;ir, endorse legislali\e acts and then go 
back J,c 1;1e, that th1.:ir parliamentary acti\ ities stop at that. 

Of course, this is not the true picture at all. 
The CSSR Supreme SO\·iet holds L\\o sessions a year, 

each session lasting 'e\ era! days. But each such sessio11 
is preculed by the lo11g and painslaking \York of drafti11g 
the ~lation to L•c· 'uhmittecl to th~, delegates for dis­
cus~ion and pa:::::-:t1g"-"· 

\\'h;it dccs thi' )'i·l'l i mi nary \\ ork consist oi? 
(),; t of the l )\11 i::c111bers uf tlw LSSR Supreme So\· id, 

abol't i,000, i. v. t .• o-thirds. are 11:ernbers oi 28 :-,tanding 
co1111Li'sions of the SO\ iet of the Lnirn1 and the Sm·iet of 
l\'ation<dii.ies. Thc'c commissions arc the \\orking bodies 
\\hich study all C[liL'tions \Yithin the competence of the 
Suprl'Ipe SoYid. Tl1c :;tanding co111:11i~:;io11s take part in 
the d:·nfting of la\\', they supcn i'e 1hc operation of la\\S 
pre\ io::~ly adopted by the So\·iet p<.:rlii.iillcnt, exami 11e lhe 
repor\:; of gO\l'rn:nrnt ministers, etc. 

For example, O\tT the three suilirncr months (Junc­
August) of 1976, \\hen the member:- of parliarnem in many 
countries went off for liol idan, the 111e111bers of the stand­
ing ccnu1issio11:; md in the.Kre111l in .;j;; ti mes in prepara­
tion for the corning 'e":;ion of the LSSR Supreme Sm ict. 

SL1:1ding com111i~,io11:; made a :;tudy oi the mea~ures 
that hau been taken in ,\zerbaijan in the .;phere of enYiron­
mental protection, including protection of the \\'aters 
of the Caspian Sed. Some 80 deputies to the l!SSR 
Supreme SoYiet trn)k part in this work. t\mong them \\\~re 
oil \\CFkers ]:"ran! Guseino1.· and I< ac:il Ibraghi mo\· and 
the \'ice-Pre:oidt·nt of the' .'\.cuden;\ oi Sc·iences of Georgia, 
Ye\·geny Kharadze. They i·is[teci the area in que.-;tion, 
made 2 caeiul stud\ oi the collected ll!aterial, and sub rnit­
ted the results of their irnestigation to the Commission for 
Nature Consenatio1J. The suggcstio1h and recommemla­
tions L1aJe b\' the dl'Duties \\ere duh taken accou:il of in 
the :-oubsequci1t co11~i~leratio11 of thi; matter by the Sup-
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reme So\·iet, the go\·crnment and the appropriate minis­
tries and depart r1c11t~. 

In addition, the LSSR Supreme SO\·it.·t appoints spe­
cial commissions for the study of questions that do not 
come within the competence of the si.anding commis~;ions. 

have read a brochure on your local Soviets but I got 
no answer to the question that interests me. 

How do they differ from town councils in Britain 
or France, let us say? 

Jn contrast to c1piblist countries, \\e have nu divi­
sion into the go\crn111cnt bodies th;,it coi1sd oi ;ippoin­
kd oflicials and the ~.elf-.t::O\ ernrnrnt bod ic:; tl1at d,·;:J \\ itl1 
local affairs uride:r !he ~ueen·ision of the ,,bo\·e-rnentioncd 
authorities. The \cry notion of "acl 11·i11istrJtin gc.:cmlian­
sltip'' O\Cr local 5'clf-g0\ernrnent is alien to the SO\ ict 
.'tall' s\·stem. 

Nor- me there any higher Jnd local authorities the in­
terests of which \\ould clash. All local cxecuti\ e lJodics 
are elected b\' the So\'iets and are accountable to them in 
cycrything tfiey do. 

Local So\'iets deal \\·ith and taLe deci·;ions on practi­
cal matters co11ccrni11g indu:;trial and agriL'tdlural produc­
tion, public cduccilion, cultural quc~liun<;, health, ;;ocial 
security, trade, calcri11~ and other scn·icc·s, to\\'11 improve­
rne11i, housing cunsi.ruci ion, the rm111 ici pal eco110 my, 
and the presen·aiio11 of law and order. 

C11iike tmrn councils, So,·ieb ha\·e sole charge of the 
land 011 their territory (there are 110 pri\ Jtc lanuu\\ners), 
and their acti\·itic:; cml1race all area:-- oi the life of socict\'. 
Scffiets also differ from the tO\rn councils in cJpitali~t cou;1-
1ries by their C011l!Hlsitio11. The majority of Sm·iet dt'puties 
are \rnrkers and farmers. ,\\.ore than a quarter of the de­
puties are under the age of thirty. 

Much of the detailed \\ork of local ;:d ministration is 
clone bv stand in;?; committees of local Sm ieL, and these 
commiftees arc c:o11ti11uing to irnpro\·e the functions and 
methods of their \\'Ork. They represent one of the main 
forms of deputies' acti\·ities. Altogether, local SoYiet stand­
ing committees accoui11. for about 1,800,0UO deputies, or 
more than three-quarters of the total llUlllber of deputies. 
The committees are also assisted in their work by 
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some 2,600,000 activists representing broad sections of the 
public. 

To sum up, local So\"ieis ha\'e full jurisclictio11 onr all 
matters pertaining to their territory as outlined abow. 
This is their principal distinction from to\\Tl councib in 
capitalist countries. 

The Bolshevik Party emerged as a revolutionary party, 
a party that opposed the entire system of government 

in Russia. Then it became the ruling party in the country. 
Has it retained its revolutionary spirit 

in these new circumstances, and, if so, 
in v.hat way is this spirit manifested? 

Since the Cummu11i,t Partv of tllc SO\ ict l'nion (the 
CPSU became the ruli!ig par.ty, ib re\olutioriary ~pirit 
has bc1.'11 111anifo:--ted in till' first p!Jcl' in ih leading role 
i11 the revolutio11ar\· acti\ itics thal h<1\ e transformed So­
\'iet society into \1·liat it j, today. This rrrnlutionary spi­
rit can also be seen in the'' a\· in \I liich the Part\· has car­
ried out ib internationalist dLth· to the rernlutio11;1n mo1·c-
ment throughout the \\ orl d. · · 

011 the domestic sccllc the reHJlutio11an character of 
the Party has maniie:-:ted itself in the i 111pres.;i\ e rate of 
i11dustrializatio11 oi the cuuntn, in the tran::,formation of 
its agriculture, in a cultural re.rnlutio11, i11 the creation of 
the firm material and technical base oi .'ocialism, in the 
solution of the nationalities question, in the building of 
the deH'loped sociali:--t society \\·e haw today, in other 
\\·ords, in all those many things \\l' ha\e already :;pokCll 
about, all those rna11y things \\'hich an: the direct result of 
the rernlutionan acti,·it\ of the Communist Party, acti­
' ity that has it~ roots iii the re\·o!utionar\' ideas· of the· 
October re\·olutio11. · 

The Commu11ist Part\ of the SO\ iet L11io11 is a Lenin­
ht party. A \1.hole l'poc:h of \\orld hi~tory i:> clo,;ely asso­
ciated '' ith Le11i11i.;m, :u1 L'Jrnch of iumla rnent;il re\ olutio­
nary cha11.ges i11 the :--oci<ti 111aLe-up of the \1urld. Our Par­
ty has ah1.a\~ e\te11clec! and \\·ill cur1tim1e to extend its 
1!10ral, 111atei·ial alill political support to peoples fighting 
for tlwir ireedo111 and i11dcpe11dencc, fighting i 111perialis111 
and llL'o-col0i1ia!i,111 i11 :ill ih iorn;'. "\\'c arc acting :is 
uur f\.'\olutio110r~ c·u;:-c;L'llCl' and L>l1r l'0!1!ll1L1i1i,t com·ic-
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tions haH prornptcd ti~ to an'·. <:1id the General Secretary 
of the CPSl · Centr<il Committee. Leonid BrezhneY, at ihc 
25th Party Co11grc.;~. 

This loyally lo lhc principle.; uf proletarian interna­
tionalism is the besl expression of the rcrnlutionary cha­
racter of the Com111ti11i<l Party. Tlw people of Vietnam, 
Chile, Laos and An~ola, and oi lll<lll\ other countric:; that 
ha\·e rccciyecl all-ro1rnd as<istallLT ir~1111 ihc Soyiet Co;11mu-
11ist Party hail its re\ olutionism. 

Why is there only one party in the USSR? 
Does socialism exclude a mul1ti-party system? 

The fact that there is only one political party, the Com­
munist Party. in the Soyiet l'nion ic; a r12sult of specific 
historical circumstances. 

Before the 1917 October reYol u t ion there were quite a 
few political parties in Russia. Some of tr.em, the conser­
vatiYes, were upholders of tsaris111, while others pursued 
reformist policies. The party of Com rnunists alone sought 
to revolutionize society and aboli~h economic, social, po­
litical and other forms of inequality. The Communists' pro­
gramme met the interests of the overwhelming majority of 
the people. 

The Communists were aboye all the party of the work­
ing class. There were other democratic forces as well, 
which rellected, in particular, the \'iews held by a part of the 
peasantry. The Socialist Rernlutionaries (SRs), for in­
stance, enjoyed considerable influence. Far from refusing 
to act jointly with them, the Communists considered it 
necessary to form an alliance with them. 

After the Yictorious October rcrnlution. too, the Com­
munist Party \Yas prq;ared to continue that alliance. A~ 
it co111rnanded an absolute majority in the s11preme ~>ody of 
st<1le po\\'er-the All·1(ussia Central Exern live Committee 
(\\ hich had been elt·ctcd by a Coligre:;s of Soyiets and com­
pri,ed 62 Communists, 2~J Left S()ciali,~t l<crnlution:iries 
aml lO rcprcsentatiws of other three partic,)~-tl1c Commu­
ni::,t Party \1as e11tilkd to ior:n a onc·p;:irty cabinet. 
.\e\·cr1l1ele~'s, it inyitcd the Left SRs to like part in the 
fZCJ\'Cfll ll]('llt. 

. 1n lhe latfrr half of l'\o\·ernbcr, 1917, pre;;sed by the rank 
and file, many of \\lJOm were inclined to join the Bol-
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sheviks, Left SR leaders agreed to the Bolsheviks' propo­
sal. They declared themsekes "prepared to follow a Soviet 
policy". The ne\\·ly-formed gonrnment included seyen SR 
representat ins. 

It soon transpired, howe\·er, that the Socialist Revo­
lutionaries had not the least intention of co-operating with 
the Communists in carrying out a programme of socialist 
reforms. As earh· as .\iarch, 1918, the\ leit the coalition 
government on their own initiative, a·nd in July of that 
year staged an armed revolt in ,\foscm\· against the Soviet 
government. 

The petty-bourgeois parties \\'ere not forced to disband, 
as some Western hi.;torians tn· to ha\ e it. The\· left the 
political scene after having c:omprornised then;sel\·es in 
the eyes of the people. The very cour<e of de\·elopments 
oblir;ed the Com1m1nists to as~ume ~ole respo11~ibility for 
the cou:iln 's future. 

But the. single-p;1rty sysie1n is not necessarily typical of 
sociali'i ''Ociety. !11 u number of soci;ilist coumrie.s, e.g., 
Bulg;:;ria, Poland, the Gerrnan Democratic Republic and 
other'. operate 1milti-narty ~\ . .;le ms. Their pri;1cipal feature 
is that the Communist and Workers' parties play the 
leaclin,g role in a popular front uniting democratic parties 
and public organizations who-;e objecti\e is the building of 
socUil ism. 

If practically all Soviet citizens share Communist 
views, why is it that only 16 million of them 

belong to the Communist Party? 

The Communist Party of the So\·iet Lnion doe.snot set 
out to include all the adult population of the country. It 
unites 011 a \ oluntJry basis the more politically a\\·are and 
acti\c representati\cs of the \\orking cla,;s, the iarrners and 
the intellectuals. To be o CPSC member, it i~ not enough 
to recognize and share tlie Party Programme and Rules. 
One 1nu."t take an act i \·e part i 11 the lrn i I cling of co 111 mun ism, 
personally \\Ork in m:e of the Party org;i11izatio11s and c:ir­
n· out Pnrt\ decisions. 

~ The greater role being pLn·ed by the Party in the life of 
society. its grm\ ing prestige mid int1uence are not achie\·ed 
by 3 mere rnechani,'al expa:1.;icm cf it,; membership. Follow­
ing a political rnurse tl1at rnt:els the \·ital inierc·sts of tile 
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people, is what ensures the Party the entire SoYiet people's 
support and trust. It is significant that many citizens, not 
belonging to the Part':, de5cribe themsclffs a;; "11011-card­
ccirrying Communists", exprc:;,;;ing in thi:; \\ ;iy their so­
lidarity with the policy purrned by the Party. 

When you refer to the Communist Party's leading 
role, what is meant by this expression? 

We mean first of all that the Party acts as the political 
leader of the people, and lays dO\rn the direction of soci­
ety's dc\·elopment. 

Co111m11ni;;i11 is built on the ba,is of the rnolutio11ary 
J\\arxi.st-Lcninist theory. A purpo~eful, tllcorctica!h ,;ub­
stantiakcl ;1ppr0<1ch u11dcrlics the 111::.inagcmcni oi ;ill pro­
ces,scs im·ohed in the build in;:; of communism. l\m1, 1hai 
the material and technical ba.sc of the future ~ocici \ is 
being laid, the theory of .'cic11tific com1cuni~n: a>~'.' 1 1rnes 
c\cr grc;1lcr importance. We arc !llO\ ing dong an u11lrod­
dc11 path, building a societ\ llC\\ to the \\orlci. Thi' i' \\hat 
mal;c:; il so important for Li' to contribute crez:lin·ly to 
f.\arxisi-Lcninist theorY, dr;rn k':;om frnw the h1ilding 
of social i:;m and conn11t1ni.'ill in the LSSR and other l'Ol!I1-

trie:;, ;111d thereby arrin' at an optimum w:!ty of theory 
and practice. The rncccs:;ful dc\elopmem ot com1nu11i:;t 
society depends on it. 

The grm\·ing scale and com11Jcxity of t112 iasks it1\ol\ed 
in build i11g communism pose' eyer greater dem2nd' it! ihe 
way of !he political, organizing and ideological g:uid;ince 
of the \1·hok of the inn1cn:;e \rnrk imo]yed in creati11:~ the 
new society. The Party lead:- the So\·iet people to\\ards 
one goal. 

I have often read that Communists in the USSR 
enjoy much greater privileges than 

other citizens. Is this true? 

If by priyi!ege you mean a chance io get sornethi11[~ that 
others cannot get, then So\·ici Communists hme none. Peo­
ple \\ho try to use their rne111ber:;!Jip in the Party to get 
extra benefits are expelled from it. 

To he in !lie Party !TJcans al\\ ay'.' lo put the people''. inte­
re:;t before one's 0\111. One can be an expert in one's line, a 
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good \\orker and a good citizen \\·ithout carrying a Party 
card, but one cannot be a Communist unless one sets an 
example to others in \\·ork, in public actiyity and in one's 
priYate life. 

If that is a priYikgc, Communists do enjoy it. 

What is the relationship between the Soviet State 
and the trade unions in your country? 

Tu begin \\ith, SU\ id trade unions 811d the labour 
unions of the C8pital ist countries op,Tate in fundamentally 
different conditio1h, and therefore tlie \\a\· the\ fu1~ctio11 
crnnot be judged by the :-;ame criteria. · · 

Tr;:ide union;; in the So1·iet Union arc ~ct up at imlustri­
al enterprises\\ hich do not belong to pri\ 2te incli\ icluab, 
a:; i:; the case under capitaliorn, but to scciety ;i:; a \1hole. 
The1 operate in a ;;tate oi \\orking people \\·hose object 
is to promote the I\ ell-being of the \\orking man, rnaleri­
ally and culturnlly. Con:;equently the intere:;b of the 
So\ iet trade union,; and the interests of the So\' iet State 
are identical. 

.\\ore than that. the So\ iet State assists the tr::ide 1111io11s 
in a number of \\·a~s. In the first µlace it gins them mate­
rial support. The SoYiet State proYides trade unions \\·ith 
working premises, ii pay:; the maintenance cost of cultural 
centrc.s and libraries, sports facilities. etc. It ma\;e.s avail­
able io the trade unions sanaioria and holidav homes, 
and it proYides fund:; for the entire cornplex o(cullural, 
educational and sporb actiyities. 

The So\·iet State has given the trade unions exte1hi\e 
rights. Thus, all questions pertai11ing to \\ork a!ld pay, 
questions that i111mediately concL'rJl the intercsb of the 
working man, are resohed by competent state bodies only 
jointly with the trade u11io1h. In addition, the trade t111io11s 

participate directly in the management of production: 
there c;re more than 70 I i'tul case:; \I hen the u;a11agemc11t 
can act only\\ ith the nm'L'ilt of tlw trade unions. a11d there 
are a further 20 listed ca~es \\hich are the e:xclusi1e con­
cern c:i the tralk u11io11'. The trade unions also t::ike part 
in the clra\\·ing up a11J i rnplementation of the LSSR 's 
national economic plans. 

The Soviet iralk u11io11s ma\, ;111d do. i11itiatc' kgis­
latioll. The All·L 11io11 Cc:1tral Cuu!1cil of Trndc Lnions 
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(ALCCTU), \\hich is the highest tracJ,~ union body in 
the country. took an actiYe part ill the elaboration of the 
"Basic Labour La\\' oi the Union of the So\ iet Socialist 
Republics and tl1e SO\ereign Socialist Republics", the 
"Regulations on the Rights of the Local Trade Union 
Committee at Factories and Plants", and the national 
pension la\1·s. Tl1ey participated in the dra\\'ing up of 
go\c-rn1:ie'.1t decree;, Oil pay rises, and in many other in~!an­
ces ill\oliing legislali\e action by the So\·iet State. 

And, final!\, tlie State has turned O\W to trade union 
co11trol a part ~f the national budget concerned \\·ith social 
;,ecurity. This 11ll'iJIIS that the trncle unions are responsible 
for dra\\·ing up this budget and ad ministering it. In 1977. 
the social security budget stood at '.?D.800 million roubles 
(compare with the l 7,'.200 million roubles appropriated 
for 11a! iotial defence). 

From whom does a Soviet trade union 
protect workers? 

To ans\\'E'r the que:-;tion brielly, one can say: from cxces­
sin· zGil and from bureaucracy, \\ hether departmental or 
011 the part of indiYidwil managers, \\ho distort the policy 
pursued by the Party ;mcl g0\ernmc11t for the democratic 
management of production and who, being incapable of 
organizing production properly, seek to fulfil the produc­
tio11 plan by hook or by crook, ignoring labour laws and 
the term~ of colledi\·e agreements. 

Other protecti\e functions of the SO\ iet trade unions 
are that 11obodv can be dismissed from his work without 
the consent of the trade union; iJnd no shop or factorr can 
be put into operati011 without the prior approval of the 
trade union as to \\'orking conditions, safety, etc. 

The appoint rnenl of managers must also ha\·e trade 
union consent. And the union may demand the dismissal 
of a llla11ager who ha;; broken the labour law or the terms 
of a collccti\e agreement. Such dismissals at the insistence 
ui the u11ions do occur, but thev are rare. This is because 
the majority of So\ iel managers either started on their 
career.~ as ordinary \\orkers or come from working-class 
fa111ilies, and this reduces the possibility or serious conllids 
arising between management and \\'orkcro;. 
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Can workers have the state economic plan changed 
if they think its targets are unrealistic? 

Yes, and such case~ do happen. If ~1 factory or rlant is 
given a production plan \\ith impracticably high target 
figures, the factory management and tl1e trade union com­
mittee have the right to han it corrected. 

But, as a rule. the opposite is the ca:.:c>. It frequently 
happens that state production plans ca1111ot ern isage all 
the latent possibilities for raising production, something 
that only the appropriate \\'Ofking collec!in-the factory 
\rnrkers and the factory management~\1·ho recci\e tlwir 
assignments irom go\ernment planning departrnents are 
equipped to kno1\. In such cases the trade union organiza­
tions drm\· up their 01rn. re\'ised, plaus. Such plans serYe 
the interests oi both the \\orkers and the SoYiet State. 
Those \1·ho meet the up\1 ardly reyised target figures get 
bigger bonuses. Thus, in 1976, about l..J.,000 such plans 
were adopted. 

Are there laws in the Soviet Union that limit 
the rights of the trade unions? 

Owr the pa~t 60 years there has not been a single law 
passed in this country that has curtailed or aimed to curtail 
the rights of the trade unions in the slightest degree. Trade 
unions do not ha1 e to register with any gm ernrnent body and 
neither their acti1 itics nor their budgets are subject to 
goYernmcnt control. Trade unions are independent orga­
nizations and operate in accordance \\ith the Rules of 
Trade Cnions of the LSSR and the Rule~ of Branch Lnions. 

May Soviet citizens set up organizations 
of their own and print periodicals? 

They certainly nwy 8nd they \\irk!:, use the right. In 
this cou11tn there 2re \ ariou:.: r:t:bi ic orf!<;nizations. 
Apart fron; ·tl~e trade :_:nio:1,;, ther,, ·,·~·.-: :x:lli cllid sports 
organizations: co11'.J'C1:'ers·. \\Titer'°. ist< and artists' 
unions: co-opcr,1tin· as:.:ociatioEs: cultural. tccl111ical, sci­
entific. religious c:1Hl othr socictie:.:. 

The right of Sm iet citizc1> tc ~-i~;\t :11 m1hlic or;:::a11iza­
iions i~ g~1aralilccd b1 tLe lSSR Coi;:titu\ion. \'ol\mtary 
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societies and organizations maintain cont3cts \dth similar 
organi7.a\ icns abroad and act ch ho.;ts to \·isitors irom other 
cou11lries. They be!0ng to appropriate in:crnational orga­
nizations. ,\\ass organizatiom may sponsor legislation 
and nominate candidates for election to bodies of state 
power. 

State bodies place at the disposal of public organiza­
tiom buildings, means of commui1icatio11, printing houses, 
stocks of poper, etc. i. e., pro'.'ide them \\ ith material 
conditions for publishing their periodicals, books and 
pamphlets. 

To illustrate, there is the Leninist Young Communist 
League 1YCL or l\omsomol), \\hich uniks :l-1 rnillion young 
men and \\·omen oi the countn. The I\omsornol directs 
the \\·ork of the young pioneers' ·orgonization of 2:) 111illio11 
schoolchildren. It has at ib disposal exteibi\e facilities for 
maity different forms of actiyity among \'OUng people: ii 
pub I isilcs :-:ome 226 ne\\ spapers and magazines for school­
chilclrcn and ihe \'Outh, \\'ith a total circulation of O\cr 
70 million copies; It also has three publishing houses \\'hich 
put out ~:bout SO million copies of books and pamphlets 
annual!:-. 



II. ECONOMICS, 
PLANNING, 
EMPLOYMENT 

How has Soviet industrial output 
grown in relation to world industrial output 

over the past 60 years? 

The follo\Ying table sho\\'s the gro\\'th of the USSR 's 
share in \\·orld industrial production and its growth as 
regards senral key indicators relatiw to the United States: 

Share oi thl' CSSR in world 
indu,\rial production 

Output in the LSSR t>~pre-;sed a' pc·r­
centagc of US,\ 0ulput: 

indu,t1 j;d nut put 
po\\·er nu tpu t 
(ii 1nvlul'lil1n 
'krl prod11cli11n 
i'r<'"kdir>11 'f cirtificial il'rti-
1 i /i..."'r-.... 

pr·, iit~cti()n ,,{ l'l'tnent 

191:3 

4"' ,I) 

12,5 
s 

'J.7 
J;') 

;) 

l.3 

197.5 

20% 

over 80 
.so 

120 
128 
125 

188 

Prc-rn(llt:lic:r1;1n Ru:e,ia fl'3Cl:cd tl:c peak cf its eco­
nomic dl \clq1H;;l ii; Jr1\;), Tl~rn c n~e tl.e fir.<t \Vorld 
War, ll.l· (> i; \\';,r c1 :·<l icreifn 1::ilitan idu\rntion, 
all of \\hich \f 1n\1 th:' crc:r;;r~·, rcc1:c1rny-b1ck fer 1rnmy 
year:-;. It'';> r~ot t:r;til l<i~G that tlic Sm ict Cnic;n regai­
ned tl!e l'.ll.) !t\l·l of inc:t:,\ri<ii dc-nlqment. 

The dif[CL:ltic' <,,,,: l'< rnplei1il~ th:n atlcr;c;ed the 
country·~ eco1wn::c deH'cp p;cnt C<ill be ~t:rnrncci up as 
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follm\·s. Nearly l\\e11ty : ears \\We lost fighting \\'ars that 
were forced upon the So\ iet Cnion, and in making good 
the \\"ar-de\" as ta ted economy. Hence, on ncr ma! reckoning, 
it took the So\'iet State not 6U \"ears. but a mere 40 \'ears 
to achie\·e its present le\e] of economic dewlopment. 

It is precisely this clynarnic rate of de\"eloprnent that 
frightens the proponents of the capitalist \\oriel \\·hose 
economy has been yirtually marking time o\·er the past 
decade. Thev would like to slo\\' down the rate of our eco­
nomic development by a further rnassi\"e build-up of arms 
that \\"OUld force us to ;;pend more on defence at the expense 
of our economic progre~s. /\nd lo justify their insane desire 
for yet more and more arm~. they hypocritically talk about 
a "Soviet ruilitary threat". 

The year 1975: the figures for \\·hich we ha\·e compared 
with those for 191:3, \\as the last \"ear of the ninth fiYe­
year plan period. The current tenth fiYe-year plan (1976-80) 
has e\·en higher econornic targets. By the end of the period 
annual grain production will ha\'e increased by 40 mil­
lion tons; the output of steel \\'ill haYe gro'.rn by 27.2 mil­
l ion tons, that of oil by 149.2 million tom, natural gas 
by 145,700 million cubic metres, and electric power by 
:Hl ,400 million kilowatt-hours. 

Who owns and administers the land, 
mineral resources and basic means of production 

in the USSR? 

The land and the mineral resources in our countrv are 
national property. The land is admirfr,tered by elected 
governmelli bodies, the Soviets of Working People's Depu­
ties. Land cannot be bought or sold. It cannot be an object 
of speculative deals. Building sites for factories, houses, 
roads, etc. may not be bought but are allocated free by 
the So\·iets. 

Land culti\ated bv collecti\'l' far111s is also national 
property, \\·hich the st;itc has made a\·ailable to tlie farms, 
free, for use in perpetuity. The other means oi production, 
-;uch as machinery, buildings, repair shops, processing 
enterprises, etc., are owned by the collecti\e farms. Many 
large agricultural cnlerprises--hothouses, machine shops, 
ctc.~are O\\ned by sc\eral colledi\·e farn1~ on a co-ope­
rati\c basis. 
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:\\ost industrial enterprises <Jre O\\'ned b\ the ;,lak and 
Oj'eraied by appro)'ri;1le departments of :nilli·H;l, 1.d1ich 
may be at LSSR er rL·public Jeni. Loc2d i11d::'tr· :<I <'!1tcr­
pri.ses a11d e\ c:·yday .;en ice est al.JI i:-:h: :c·1it' ~'"' inr the 
mo5t pan nrn by Ioctl So\'ieb. 

What is the distinction you make between private 
and personal property? 

\\'(•call rri1::le :~rcpnty that \\hich dcri\e'- h11·1 the 
cxploitatio11 ui the '.\erk cf other.' a11d \1 11icii ".r'. l'i the 
aim of exploit;;lion. \o .'uch prnpt·rty c:. i'ts i11 U1c LSSR. 

There i~ ci\izrn.;' pcr:«nal pro]'(fty. It< 'OC::n· i.' tl1tir 
c\~:n \rcrk. n1~d it:S ~-::rrn'e i_, to >~lli~f~\· li:'"\ir I. 1 ::UT!:;l and 
cultural neccl'. Tlil: fl,;i incoi;1e.; ui Sm ill Jll'O)•le 1::1\C been 
ri.;ing Jt a ralc \·:here llic\ double C\ en i!ii;.•e11 \1.:11~. An 
increa.;i1 1 '-(ly ;.i:rl·;1tcr ;·rnr·urtio1 1 cf ii1cn1ill'' i~ 'Pl:lt on 
durahl(~ corl.:u111l'r :--, ~uch c;:S ft1r11lturr Cd1d c:in:_:ct~, 
cars, T\':; and \ape recurdcrs, p lc;'.,ure boa L;, and pcr.;c)11a 11 y 
owned hou•e'. B1.· tl1c \\ ay. oi the more t!wn ho million 
ilats aml or:c·-l<11:1il'. llcu:oc.; built in the Soi iet L :iio:1 each 
year, four-1ii1h' bi-Jc.1;g to thl' •tale ;111d tl~e remaining 
Rftli <ire· citiz1.•11< pu·•(!I'<:! property. 

A 1wr,on c111 do \\h;:\ he like:; \\ith hi' earned income, 
pe11"i(;:1, :ochoi;1;·-:hi:) ~r(llll or other i:llrrn ;111ce naid by the 
"tale. Thing' bought '" ilh that 111c;1n arc per:;o11al pro­
perty, the rid1t:o tn \\ liich an' f,'.c1;;rzu:teL1 d under the law. 
Their m\·11u' 1::a\ sell tilem, gi\e the:;; a\\i1\· or ka\e them 
to their heir,. . · 

In the Sm i~·l c·11i011, land, mineral fl''ource.'. i11dustrial 
est a bl i.'h mcnb. 2nd the basic means of product ion may 
not lw :'old or m\·ned as per:;onal propnty. A collective 
farmer llJ:J\ o•\11 the tecl111ical facilitie' he 112ecL to cultiYate 
his 0\\·11 pl~f'Ollill jJlo1. flut he i~ not 1wr:11ittecl to employ 
hired labour. 

Is enterprise appreciated in the Soviet Union? 

Ven· much 'O <:l!1d it is acli\cly encouraged. Gut only 
\\'hen it sen e~ the' i11tcrest' cf :oocict\. 

For insli!l:l·('. a :::~11 2~t:r c'.i,pla\ s a ~pecial capacity 
for rnakirn;r the !'CS[ L!'(' oi the iumls allotted for tlie run­
ning of hi~ factor:.: he i~ dnciull. re-:uurceful a11:l capJble 
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of taking independent decisions so as to ensure fulfilment 
of pla11 targets in the best possible way. All of this is wel­
come. 

Bui should he use his talents for personal gain, or 
promote his particular establishment at the expense of oth­
C'rs, that is, to the detriment of society and the state, he 
is in for trouble. Far from being encouraged, such ''enter­
prise" may haw legal consequences. 

Under a capitalist free-enterprise system the shop owner 
always sees to it that there are enough goods 

on his shelves, for these are the source of his profit. 
And the factory owner and the wholesale dealer 

do their best to satisfy the demands of the shop owner 
with the same aim in mind. 

It is difficuit to understand how your people can work 
for the good oI society lacking the profit motive. 

\Ve try to cuiti\·ate in people, right from an early age, 
tlic desire to place t!Je intcresb of ~ocicly aboye their mrn. 
This does not meon, of cour,e, thot \\·e ignore the per~onal 
irdcrc:;ts of people>, for thc:'e ploy an important role, tco. 
Thert'fore one of the most imporLrnt tasks, in our opinion. 
is to achiew the grcak-;t possible degree of harmony bet­
ween the personal and public interrsts of So\·iet citizens. 
Hm\'t'\er, we do not see any reason why the h\·o should 
con:lict. The managt'r of a So\·iet store tries to run the 
shop in his charge so that it makes a profit. The more 
goods he and his a.-;sistonts c;ell o\·er and aboye the plan 
target, the higher the bo11u-; they get for their \\ork. So a 
So\ iet manager, too. has a personal interest in ha\·ing a 
wide \ ariety of goods 011 the shel\·es of his store. The same 
applies to the factories \\·!1ich manufacture and deli\·cr 
these goods. The better lhcy \1·ork, the higher the remune­
ration of the people imohed in the prouuction, dcliwry 
and sale of goods, and the more society (i.e. the customers) 
be11eliis from this \\·ork. By meeting and exceeding the 
targets for the production and sale of goods the people 
engaged in this acti\·ity aLo sen-c the interests of the 
Soviet state. So our people ha\'e both a personal and a so­
cial moii\ e for their work, anu the two are complemen­
tary. 
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How is the problem of ensuring employment solved 
in the Soviet Union, and what is the difference between 

your approach to it and that of Western countries? 

The problem of ensuring employment (full ernplo~rnPut) 
in the l'SSR 1.\as solnd hali a century <Il.?;O. Thi., i< rc1•ec­
ted in the Co11<titutio11 of the LSSR, 1\hich Pll>ur, .. , for 
cnry cit izcn t lil' right to \\'Ork. 

In our \·ic\\, the ri;::ht to \\Ork is a \ardstick of dernoc­
r2cy in any country. \\'ithout guJran"teed employ ·;:cnt a 
perslm cannot ha\ e any a.ssurance that lw \\·ill be :1hlc to 
proYide for hi rnself and his famih: he lwcomes ;1 toy in 
the hands of his employers, who 1i1ust be obeyed bi i1idly, 
and he runs the risk of finding himself at any time among 
the ar1ny of unemployed. There Jre eighteen million fully 
unemployed !fifty million, including the members of their 
families) in the capitalist countries today. li\·ing on re­
lief or recei\·ing no aid. 

It is not accidental of course that guarantees of the 
right to work are absent from the constitutions of capita­
list countries. To abolish unemployment in the capitalist 
\YOrld \rnuld mean to abolish capitalism: priYate owner­
ship and the anarchy of printe enterprise bred by it \\ould 
h3\·e to be replaced by common O\\·nership of the means 
of production and by a planned economy. 

State planning on a national scale enables our country 
to co-ordinate the demand for labour with the a\ailable 
manpO\\·er at any ginn time, including in the long term, 
and to locate ne\\' factories \\·here it is pos<ible to draw 
more workers into production. 

There are .<ome areas of the Soyiet Union \Yhere -;pecial 
measures hme to be taken to ensure full employme11l. but, 
unlike the capitaiist countries, the rnai11 problem \\ ilh 
us is a :--hortag"L' oi "·orkcrs rather tha11 oi jobs. For o\'N :')() 
year~ 110\\·, thl' demand for manpm1.·er i11 the Sm icl ccono­
mY ha.s outstripped the suppl~. 

How can you ensure that people work if nobody 
is afraid of losing his job? 

\\~c rel\' 011 ~1 ccin>,__'icntinu' c:ttit~1dc to \\·erk i"'Z:'t'd on 
50ci;tl a·,\0re1h''~-no: d:,c·ii,itill' i:cdt:ced ln ic~ir. \\'e he­
lien' we are justified ill this policy, although it h;1' to be 
ad milled there is roolil for i 111rron'!1ic'11t. 
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In our country, \\'here full employment is ensured and 
where there are 111ore job.'i than \\orkers to fill them, a per­
son really has no fear of unemployment The things that 
impel hi111 to \\Ork \\ell are the material \Wll-being of 
his family, \\hich is directly affected by his work perfor­
mance, and moral ince11tins~the awareness that increas­
ing national \\ealth leads to higher Jiying standards for 
all. Of course, there has to be a sufficiently high level of 
this a\Yareness. Regrettably, \\·ith some people it is not 
ah,·ays on a par ,,·ith the le\ cl of democracy in our society. 

Howe\'er, we try to resoln this problem not by curtail­
ing democratic rights (such as guaranteed employment) 
and freedoms (such as freedom from unemployment), but 
by raising the ]eye! of social a\\·areness of the people. 
We consider our \my to be the only one acceptable to a so­
cialist state. 

One of your goals has been to bring the economic 
development of the republics up to about the same level. 

But surely this can only be achieved at the expense 
of the more industrialized areas. Is this justified? 

It is justified \\hen you are guided by long-term natio­
nal considerations. 

At the time of the October rernlution the peoples of 
Rmsia were at ,,·idely different stages of de\'eloprnent so­
cially and economically. The European part of Russia and 
the Urkaine were to some degree industrialized; Byelorus­
sia and Transcaucasia \\-ere far behind, and the peoples of 
Central Asia and Kazakhstan were still li\'ing under feu­
dalism. The Russian \\'Orking class and its political party 
considered it their internationalist duh to helo the back­
ward outlying regions of the country to close· the gap as 
soon as possible. 

With the implementation of the first he-year plan 
(1928-32), the \olume of industrial output in the old in­
dustrial areas of the l'SSR doubled, ,,·hile in the outlying 
republics it increased by 3.5 times. In the Central Asian 
republics the grmdh was still higher~approximately 
fin times. High rates of grmdh \\ere maintained in sub­
sequent fiye-year periods too, partly as a result of centra­
lized planning and a unified technological policy. But the 
most important factor \\'as st ill the centralized redisiri-
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bution of the national income. As an illustration of the 
~I''istance giHn. the budget of the Tajik SoYil'i Socialist 
f~cpubiic in the first liH-ycar plan period was .+17 million 
roubles, but onlY 127 million of the sum \\·as coYered by 
the republic's O\~;n income. · 

The So\ iet economy generally is char<Jctcrit:ed by high 
rc1tcs of gro\\th. But in some areas and republic~ there was 
phenomenal economic grmdh, thanks to the Leninist po­
l icy of r?:i' ing priorit:- io building up the e:conomies oi the 
\\'eaker republics. 

I\aturally, thi~ affected the progn>5 oi the rnore indust­
rially advanced parts of the country, but only i11 the short 
term-\\'hile the <.foparity behwen th21n and the less de­
Yeloped republics remained substantial. Past that point, 
it became possible io concentrate the efforts oi all repub­
lics on other problems, no less important and rele\'ant, 
in the name of their common prosperih·. This \\·as done 
by pooling efforts and by economic specialization. 

Do the state plans cover every aspect 
of life in socialist society? 

I\o, and nor were they eyer intended to. 
Public ownership of the land, mineral resources and 

means of production makes it possible to carry out planning 
on a national scale. The socialist state shapes its economic 
and social policies proceeding from the fundamental, 
long-term interests of the entire people. It satist1es basic 
social needs by a planned use of resources and rational 
distribution of the producti\·e forces. Planning, a corner­
stone of SoY iet eco110 m ic management, h<Js brought about 
an important result. Socialist society has been rid of eco­
nomic cri.-;es, u11e111ployment and inflation-those con­
comiL111b of the economies of the capital isl countries. 

Our .<tate. hmwHT, does not set itseli the impossible 
l<J~k oi planning and regimenting economic and social 
iiie dmrn to the minutest detail. The state central plan­
ning agencies \rnrk out the national requirements for coal, 
oil, steel, grain, etc .. and decide on the nece~sary approp­
riations, and from there local initiati\·e takes oyer. It is 
decided locally how the plan targets can best be fulfilled 
ancl hem to u.;e the allocation:; most efficiently. In otl1er 
\1ords. initiati\e i.; called for \\ithin the framework of the 
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plan, i11itiati\e \rhich is encouraged in enr) \\<J\ for the 
further deyelopment of society. 

Can socialist planning 
replace capitalist competition? 

First of all, what is capitalist competition? ll is the 
struggle which ta he,; pl ace bet \1·cen industrial or trading 
concerns and betweeil indi1 idu;ils in \\hat the West likes 
to call a "free market", but lh<il \\l' call condilio11~ of anar­
chY, 1\hcre one man':; gail! i" ;mother man's defeat or ruin . 

. i\s Ashley :\1ont;.igu \\Tote i11 Tile Amerirnn n·ay uf 
U/,'. ":\ pri11ciple oi the . .\ r:ieri, <:il '' ay of life is the idea 
of cornpetitiotl. This rilLe,; tlk >imple iorm of goi1i,[,; out 
and doing better tlwri the 1;ti:cr l \ i.'!1 if you l1an· to do hi 111 
and his fa111ily injt;ry :1: the pruct'-<'-. T!wt cJn be none of 
vour concern. After all, 1 ou iia'. (' r1u11r farnilv lo think of. 
This ki1;d of imlilkre::cL: lo tl1c ccm,eguences to others of 
011(.<'·, competitin:r;es;, is inl1crc:1~ i11 the riri11ciple of coill­
pelition." * 

Compel ii ion belongs in a 'tXil'lY \\ hcrt' private pro­
pcrt\ dorninJtc.;;, ;::1d ~he rnk i' '\'\ery man for himself". 

Cu111petitio11 11wy ,\i111ul;i1c L'i1krprise, im10\aiion, 
and c!Ticic11cy. But !lot only that. Ji also engenders ava­
riciousness, ruthle:osnc.;:-:, i11diiTcru1cc to the public inte­
rest, ~elf-seeking. 

Since we have no private, c:ipitalist property, there 
is 110 soil for cornpdition. ln place of private ownership, 
we have public o\\'ncrship. Soviet iactories ha\c 011ly the 
one owner, the people, :rnd do not ha1·e to struggle agai11>l 
each other. They <lo not ha1e industrial secrets that ha\c 
to be kept under lock and kt•y. EH'ry advance in technolo­
gy, in the organizatior: of l<ibour, etc. introduced at some 
enterprise becomes common property. It is easy to 'ce 
that in So\ ict conditions it cannot be otherwise, for it 
benefits all. 

At the same time we do have co111petition, and encour­
age it, in what is known as the socialist emulation mow­
menl. U11dN this movement millions of people--in a work­
shop or on a farm or a railway--stri1·e to emulate the be:'t 

" i\:o!Jiev :\\ontagu. The American \Fay of Life, .\e11 York, 
1967, p. lOG. 
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\\Orkers; they compete to fulfil the plan ahead of time and 
\\·ith less effort than others, and to raise quality and reduce 
costs. They look for better and quicker 1,1,·ays of doing things, 
n~ake suggestions and come up \\·ith imentions. The ma­
terial remuneration of those taking part in the emulation 
mo\·ement is commensurate \\'ith the effort contributed 
by each to the common cause. £yery person is interested 
in raising the efficiency not only oi that portion of his 
work which yields higher earnings, but also that which 
goes into the common "kitty", or social funds, e\'entually 
to return to him, his family, his mates and his fellow ci­
tizens in the form of modern apartments. free health ser­
\·ice, free school and higher education, etc. 

Besides indi\·idual workers and teams, \\·hole establish­
ments, cities, regions and republics take part in the emu­
lation mo\·ement. 

In this moyement some forge ahead and some lag be­
hind, but nobody is ruined in the process. The best results 
and methods become common property. Tho:;e left behind 
learn from the \\inners. The industrial "at rnosphere" is 
therefore one of assistance and co-op er at ion. The moral 
code of the builder of communism is, "One for all and all 
for one". 

The storv of a turner, G. I\ezhc\ enko of Odessa, 110\\ 

a pensioner· in receipt of a special pension awarded to 
distinguished \rnrkers, is typical in that respect. >;ezhe­
venko' s father \\·as a blacksmith before the re\Olution, re­
nowned for his skill, and he kept his professional secrets 
strict!\' to himself. When he shoecl a horse, he 1,\·ould look 
O\'er riis shoulder to see if anyone \\'aS \\'atchi11g. His ~Oil 
was a qualified turner. (The Great So\'iet E11cyclopaedia 
mentions him in connection with a cutting tool he iment­
ed \\'hich brought about a real re\Olution in the turning 
trade.) I-le is a frequent \ j,itor at many iactories \\·here 
he 1eac hes his methods of h igh-specd metal-cutting. He 
also heads adva;1ced training courses for \\'orkers at a fac­
tory making radial machine tools. 

The example of the :\ezhc\·enkos. father and son, de­
monstrates the importance of the surrounding social con­
ditions ancl the psychological climate in \\'hich a person 
liws Social conditions may stifle the good qualities in a 
man, or they may, on the other hand, help them to de\·e­
lop. 
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Does centralized planning not act as a brake 
on local initiative? 

Let us take a concrete example. The plan for the tenth 
fhe-year period (1976-80) was appro\·ed by the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR on October 29, 1976. Approximately 
a year before, Soviet ne\\spapers printed the CPSU Central 
Committre's draft guidelines for the economic denlopment 
of the USSR for the next five \ears. The draft was studied 
and discussed at local Jew! throughout the country, and 
O\"l'f one million suggestions, additions and amendments 
\H're recei\·ed from groups and incli\·iduals. The more 
important of them were incorporated in the "Guidelines 
for the National Economic DeYeloprnent of the USSR for 
1976-1980", adopted by the 25th CPSU Congress. Other 
essential suggest ions were forn·arded to various establish­
nwnts to be considered and appraised. 

On the basis of the Guidelines, the USSR Coullcil of 
Ministers worked out the draft State fiye-Year Plan, di­
vided into years, and according to ministries and Union 
republics. At that stage all ministries and departments of 
the USSR, republican Councils of fl'linisters, central and 
local economic agencies, the USSR Academy of Sciences 
and other bodies took part in the work. 

It \\·as continued in the committees of the Supreme 
So\·iet. and onlv after that \\·as the Law on the fin•-Year 
Pian adopted b)1 the So\·iet parliament. 

E\·en a brief outline like this sho\\"S that the plan is 
not drawn up by a handful of leaders; a great many men 
and \\·omen are i1wolved in the drm\·ing up, discussion 
and approYal of the plan~people who will then be putting 
the provisions of the plan into effect. 

If everything is co-ordinated in your national 
plans, why should they be overfulfilled? 

It is not so much necessary as desirable. Each national 
economic plan contains production targets \\·hich, if ex­
ceeded, can only benefit everyone. In general, in the modern 
\\orld, one cannot have too much oil, coal, housing, con­
.-;urner goods, etc. Hence the targets set for the industries 
\\ orking directly for consumption are minimum ones. 

Does this mean that plan targets are deliberately set 
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at a low leYel? Not at all. In e\-er\' Lranch of the economv 
and at every enterprise there are additional re:;erns fo.r 
boosting production which it is difficult to fore~ee at the 
time the national plan is being dra\\n up. It is highly 
desirable that such reserves be utilized, and there is all\ avs 
initiative from the shop floor for exceeding the plan, sinc-e, 
apart from other considerations, the \\Orkers receiw bonu­
:;es for greater output. Of course, it \Yould not be sensible 
to produce additional motor cars \\·ithout tyres, or hou:-;es 
without windows, or to build power transmission lines 
where there is no power to be tra11~111itteJ. It is only expe­
dient to produce ~ornething OH'f and abO\ e plan when this 
is done all along the technological line and--what is more­
\\·hen tile prodL!ct is in demand. 

It i:-: \\ idcly lrnLrnn lhat all the pre\'ious So\ iet he­
year plat;s were' o\erfulfilled. In 1~176. the first year of 
the currt'11t fn c-year ptriod. the i·alue of output in excess 
of the pian came to inure than 5,!10ll million roubles. This 
sum repre~enb a11 increment to the national \\ealth pro­
duced by the So\ iet people through their own initiati\·e. 
The sum is cufllcient to build more than half a rnillio11 !lats, 
or 'j\: h\ droekctric PO\\Cr clatiOl1'. e21cb tlk :-,izc of the 
mammoth Brei bk st ;it ion on the l< i \er Angara in Siberia. 

What is the difference between a collective 
farm and a state farm? 

State farms me -:tah--0\rned enterprises. like foctories, 
mines, etc. And collect in farms are collecti\e self-admi­
nistered econornie:-o, or production co-01wratins. There are 
some 28.000 col!ecti\e farJlls and 18,000 state farms in 
the So\·iet l'11ion. 

On a state farm, <ill n1ca11s of production arc state pro­
perty. Thooce engaged in "tate-fnrn1 production enjoy ab­
solutelv the "ame ri.~hts a11d are cu\ ered b\· the same system 
of .social security and pe1biow a~ bclory \\Orkers, ~being 
a part of the \\·orking class. The entire produce of a state 
farm belong~ to the state. 

A collecti\ e farm operates 011 a quite different basis. 
There the mean~ of production, except the land, are the 
collectin property of the farmer~ \\'ho are members of 
the farm. The produce obtained irorn collectinh-mrned 
fidds or li\estock L>t'long~ to the collE:cti\'e farm, \\·hich 
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decides ho\\' to dispose of it. It keeps a part for its mm needs 
or distribution among its members; it sells another part to 
the state, and it mav seil the rest at collective-farm mar­
kets or through widing co-opcrati\·es. Some co11ecti\e 
farms run shops of their own in cities and to\\'ns or keep 
stalls in market places. 

A state farm is managed by state-appointed executive.', 
\vhile collective farmers elect their managers. 

Collective farms have their Rules, a sort of consti(u(ion 
governing collective-farm life. The highest administrali\ e 
body of a collecti\·e farm is a general meeting of 
it:; members. It elects a Board \\'ith Chairman at the head--­
a collecti\·e executiw-administrati\·e bodv \\'hich attends 
to the cl::iily operations of the farm and ·represent:; it i11 
its relations with gowrnment bodies, public organizations 
and other collective farms. A general meeting also elects 
inspection bodies which are independent of either the 
Board or chairman, and which are accountable onlv to 
the entire membership of the collective farm. -

State and collective farms work under a plan. Planning 
at state farms is direct!\· co-ordinated with the national 
economic development plans. Planning at collectiH' farrn~ 
is rather different. 

On the one hand, the state cannot tell a collectin:- farn1 
how much to produce and how much to sell or to keep 
for its own needs. On the other, the state must know before­
hand wlrnt it can expect. The point is that the share of 
collective and state farms in Soviet agricultural production 
is approximately equal, so the contribution made by the 
collective farms to the national economy is nry large. 
Anarchy in collecti\·e-farm production \\·ould preclude 
any planning on a national scale. 

Practice has prompted a system with the help of'' hicll 
the state secures a set quantity of produce from colkcti\'e 
farms without encroaching upon their independence in 
making decisions and without violating the principles of 
collective-farm clemocracv. 

This is how it works. A collective farm concludes \\·ith 
the state for some years ahead a form of supply contract 
kno\\·n as the "fixed plan". This stipulates a minimum 
production figure which is ,,·ell \\·ithin the capacity of 
the collective farm to meet, and which the state can rely 
on. All that the collective farm produces over and abon• 

39 



this m1rnmum, the state undertakes to buy at prernium 
prices. This makes it adY antageous for the collect i \ e farm 
to expand and intensify production. 

The collectiYe farms have become large, highly mecha­
nized agricultural enterprises. A collectiYe farm today 
averages 6,500 hectares (16,000 acres) and has about 5,000 
head of liHstock. The anrage state farm is approximately 
t\\'ice this size. 

The de\·elopment of collectiYe farms and the gro\\th of 
the country's economic po ten ti al ha ye made it pos~i b le 
to carry out important social measures, introducing guaran­
teed \\'ages and a system of pensions and social security 
for collective farmers. All this has helped to eyen out difTe­
rences in liYing and \rnrking conditions beh\·een collec­
tiYe farmers and O'tate-farm \\·orkers, and to reduce still 
further the disparity in li\·ing conditions bet\\een tO\rn 
and country. 

How do you explain the fact that tsarist Russia 
exported grain and the Soviet Union has to import it? 

Bet\\een 1909 and 1913, \\·hen Russian capitalism \\·as 
in its heyday, the country exported an a\·erage of 11 milli­
on tons of grain an nu al 1 y. Grain at that time\\ as pr act ic al I y 
all that the peasants produced, occupying 88.5 per cent of 
the arable land, and bread \\as their principal food. The fact 
that grain \\as exported does not mean that tsarist Russia 
had a surplus. In 1911, 30 million people (20 per cent of 
the population of Russia) \Yent hungry. Ho\\·eyer, the \rnrld 
market situation \\as extremely fa\·ourable, and Russian 
grain exports reached a record figure of 13.5 million terns. 

Today, grain output has trebled compared \\ith the 
period before the rernlution, and yet the SoYiet Union 
buys grain. Why? 

In SoYiet times the diet of the population has changed 
radically. In 1913, annual per capita consumption of bread 
was 200 kilogrmm, and of meat, :29 kilograms. :\ow it is 142 
kilograms oi bread a11d 58 kilograms oi meat. Bread has 
ceased to be the main daily food, ceding its place to ani­
mal products oi higher nutriti\e \ alue. But in order to 
deYelop li\·estock farming inknsi\cly \\ith the aim of 
meeting the increasing demand for meat, large quantities 
of grain are needed for fod rler. 
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Acadernician :\ernchino\·, a leading SO\iet economist, 
has estimated the country's total demand for grain as a ton 
a year per inhabitant. The following table gi\·es the re­
lation between the production of grain and population 
growth in the USSR: 

Popula-
.\ 1·er<1.l'.C .\nnual I ncrea>e !ion lncre<r'e 

Years Grain Output (per cent) YPar Growth (per 
(million ton') (mil· cent) 

lions) 

I I 1%1-196.5 l:lO. ,) 

I 
- 1%6 2.'32.2 -

1966-1970 I ()7. 6 22.7 1971 243.9 5.0 
1971-1975 181.5 7.7 I ~176 255.5 4.7 

I 

The decline in the rate of growth in grain output in the 
first half of the 1970's \\as due, as is known, to crop fail­
ures caused by disastrous droughts that hit the country. 
But enn so, there was an increase in the output of grain. 
With due account for the crop failures, it can be seen that 
grain output in the LSSR is gro11·ing at a much higher rate 
than the population. and the indications are that the ulti­
mate objectiYe of a ton per head ,,·ill be attained in ti me. 
J\\eanwhile we continue to need grain for fodder. This 
has nothing to do '' ith bread as such. Enn the lowest 
grain output in the past ten years (140 million tons in 
1975-1.he result of the drought) is still considerably more 
than is needed to en:;ure, all O\ er the country, a fully ade­
quate and uninterrupted supply of bread a1id other. foods 
made fro 111 flour. 

!\'o acute shortage oi fodder grain \1·as felt until the 
Soviet Union began putting its linstock farming on in­
dustrial lines. It is significant that in 1960, when gross 
grain output amounted to just 125.5 million tons, 6.8 mil­
lion tons \\·as exported and only 0.2 million tons imported. 

I\011 that more than 100 million tons of grain a year is 
needed for fodder, it is diificult to meet this demand in 
fuil \\ ithout imports, enn 11 ith a grain output of 220-
2.'3.') million tons a year, 1d1ich is com.i(krcd high by cur­
rent standards. Thai is \\'hy the So\ iet Union is buying 
grain. 
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It ~hould not be forgotten that it not only buys but 
;i\;;o :-rlls grain ewn in drought years, faithful to commit-
1;:e11ts assumed earlier. Th is, howen•r, refer-; not to fodder 
but to "foocl" grain. 

Why arc grain harvests in the USSR lower 
than in Western Europe and the United States? 

\atural condition:' are the main reason. 
!n the Cnitecl States. half of the arable Janel rcceiws 

at least 700 milli111ctre:; cf precipitatio11 a year. The mai11 
gr::.in-proclucingarea'i in Belgium, West Germany and France 
an_c L!'-llally equally \\ell off. Only one per cent of the 
;J1·:ihle land in the L·nited States is situated in a zone of 
in,uff1cient rnoi,.;turl', while Western Europe does not en­
counter thi~ difficult\ at all as a rule. Characteristicallv. 
thv 1976 drou;.:;ht \\a·, regarded there as the ''climatic c-;1-
ta~.trophe of the century". 

T\rn-thirds of the grain crops in the Soviet Cnion are 
obtained in \\·hat is known as high-risk zones. Forty per 
cent of the arable land receiyes less than 400 millimetres 
of moi~ture a year, \Yhile the optimum, 700 millirnetre.~. 
j, recei\'ed by only one per cent of the arable land. 

And insuificient \\·ater is not the 0I1ly scourge for So­
\·id farming. Jn 1976, for instance, there was sufficient 
min. but the \\eather\\'astoocold iorthecrops. Then again, 
in \\·inters with little sno\\'fall, the crops so\\'n in autumn 
often freeze. A~ for the :\'orth and Siberia, the conditio11:; 
for g,r;iin gro\\ ing are diificult almost eyery year. Late 
~pring frosts end at the beginning of June, \\·bile early au­
tumn frosh .'otneti111es start at the end oi Julv. 

011 bal.'.l11ct>, espL'rts say, the \Jioclirnatic potential 
in the So\ iet Lnion·~ farming zone is only a half that of the 
l' 11 i tcd St a le:- and \\. e:,tern Europe. I-l c•nce lmYer harye,;b. 

11 there i~ ~' ilrou0;ht. the field \\ill bum out regardless 
oi \\·ho ha~ sm\n it, a collecti\e iarmer or a pri\'ate far­
mer. When, in 19/(), France failed to obtain a good harwst 
bt:cause there \\as no rain, and lrnd to resort to imports, 
ck;:irl\ the \\eather \\·a5 to blame. 

BLit \\'hen the Sm i(:t Cnion sutTers a drought, \\·e find 
th· \\'e:,[ern media blaming the SO\iet social system, or 
i. he col lecl i ve-iann :'\stem. 

In the J<J71-Ti p,:riod. grain yil'ld:-, in the USSR rea-
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elm! on the ayer;1ge aimed 1.5 tono; per hectare; they \'.ere 
as high as 1.6 and 1.7 tons per hectare in the best oi tho.,e 
years. As for the areas \\·ith agricultural conditions more 
or less comparable with those in the Lniied States and 
Western Europe (e.g., the North Caucasus. the Crirnca, 
the south of the Ukraine, and the Baltic area), grain yields 
there haYe long climbed onr the three ton-; per !JecLm: 
mark, \\·hich is rnlllC\\·hat lO\\·er than the Yields in sonic· 
countries of \Vestern Europe but higher thati in the Lnitcd 
State~. 

Pursuing a pol icy of further intensification of a1~rirn 1-
ture, investing enormous sums for this purpose, incrc:;ic.i:;g 
further ihe production of machinery and krtil izcr:-;, ;;ml 
c;irrying out the largest land impronment progra11rnw in 
the \\"Ofld. the Sm·ict Cnion aims to make ii~ ar.;ricullurt· 
independent of the Yagaries of the \\'cathcr. ' 

How do the numbers of persnns "fed"' by 
a US farmer and a Soviet farmer compare!' 

The United State.~ lws four million faflllLcr<: for ;i :21:? 
million populatio11, and i11 the Sm ict U11io11, 2·} miliio11 
are t>11gaged i11 a6Ticultme for o 260 rnillion popuL:t :on. 
Ergo, one Sm id farmer feeds elen'n persons, or nearly 
011e-fiith of the m1rnber icd bv one l 1S farmer. 

Thi:; is the \\"ay it is oft"en presented in the \\"csiern 
press. And on the iace of it, this is how it seems. Bttl the 
cornp<1riso11 i:-; not \alid, as \\"e shall see. 

The tnernbers llf the "Pobeda" (\'icton·) collcctin' Lri!1 

in the Ternorol Hegio11 of the l'kraine nurnbl'r 1,500 1icu­
ple of J:)() specialitie'. Among them are rnechanica! engi­
neers, a safety expert. fitters. turners and 111illing-111achi11e 
operator.~ \1orking at the f;m11's repair shop~, :md elec1"i­
cia11s :>l:f\ in.~ 500 motors. Further, this number incllldes 
managers, ccot ton lists. book-keepers, cooks and 1\·a i tres­
:-;es at the farm's Ji11i11g rooms. nighl-\\aiclirnen, cleaners, 
true\\ dri\ er.', co1 1crete layer-;, masons a11d ccirpcnters bc:­
!011gi11g lo the inter-farm construction orga11irntio11<; fort~­
ters looking aiter the· collecti\e-farrn ioresh; oper;itor:-. 
serYing the radio and telephone systems on tl:l' farm. Tn 
Soviet statistics, 1 ilt:y '1re all referred to as farnwr:-;. 

But under American statistics, all :;uch \\orkcr., iire 
put in tl1e di!Ierent categories of admini.:ilration, trnn-;pur-
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tat ion, communications, construction, forestn, etc. That 
is, they are nol included among the f3rn;er-;. · 

We are not quarrelling \\'ith the ~o-iar-inclisputalile iact 
that in labour producli\·ity in agriculture the Sm iet L;nion 
lags behind the Lnited States. The ratio beh\·een the a\'e­
rage annual output of farm produce in the t\\'o countries 
in 1971-75 \\·as lfJO: 85. But to claim that the produce ob­
tained in the L'nited States and the Sm iet Lnion i" the 
result of the efTorb of four and 2-! million iarmers respec­
tinly is a gross misrepresentation of the situation. 

Why do you call your tenth five-year plan a plan 
to achieve efficiency and high quality? 

Did you not set yourselves such tasks before? 

\Ve did, but ne\·er so emphatically or on such a scale 
as nO\\'. 

Many Western experts admit that the efficiency of the 
Soviet economy is increasing much faster than that of the 
capitalist eco;10111y. The fact that in some sectors of So­
\ ict indu3try the scale of production and the quality of 
some prodLcts are :-o far lo\\W than in highly industria­
lized capitalist countries is due to the e:drernely unfa\'Our­
able initial lewl of this country's 111clu~trial deYelopment 
and anurnberof uib.'f objecli\·e rea<o11s \\hich \\e hme al­
ready mentiOi:cd i11 other anw:er~. 

On tl~e other lta11d \\e can abo point out that no other 
country has cqualkd the USSR i11 producing nuclear reac­
tors, turbi11ts a11d generator~ of such great c;;1pacity :rnd 
ach·anced technolugy as those operating at the \\orlc!'s 
L:rgest po'"· er stat ion.s constructed in the l'SSR. SO\ iet 
drilling, metallurgical, \\·elding am! other equiprnrnt is 
o~ a par with the \iorld's best. 

All this was achie\ecl in the period of our e:\le:1"i\'C' de­
\clopment-\\hen u~e economy mainly expanded. At the 
ti1ne that path of de\ elopment \\as 11ecessary and \\as con­
sidered to be fre 11,ain, the leading one. Hm\e\'er, e\cn then 
\\'e paid no srnali attention to the quality of \\hat \\e \Wre 
making. It is e1:c1ugh to point out that it \\as at the conc­
luding stage of OL:r extensi\e denlopment that \\·e achie\ed 
signal successes i11 space exploration. 

Then it became important to delermine as precisely as 
possible the morne11t \\hen the natio11al economy should be 
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redirected from extensi\e to illtensi\ e dewlopment. That 
has been done. \\hat dues this signii(; 

Jt means, in the first place, that \\ i;ereas in the pre­
Yious, ninth, fin-year plan period, capital imestll!ents in 
the economy gre\\ 50 per ccl!t faster than the national in­
come: in the current fiye-year period their growth-practi­
cally for the first time in the history of the Soviet eco11orny­
will be lower than the grmdh of the national incorne. The 
economy will become less capital-intensi\·e. 

Ami with regard to quality, in the one year, 1976, the 
output of industrial products rated as of the highest quali­
ty grew by 30-60 per cent, and we expect this growth to 
continue in subsequent years as \\ell. As a result, by 1980, 
the \olurne of products of the highest \\·orld standards will 
ha\e grmrn by several times, compared with 1975. 

The current driye for efficiency and high quality in the 
country's economic den'lopment, as outlined by the 25th 
CPSU Congress, is aimed at meeting the growing require­
ments of the SO\·iet citizen, at securing a further and rapid 
improrement in his li\·ing standard. 

Don't you think the current building 
of sports facilities in Moscow 

for the 1980 Olympic Games too extravagant? 

7\o. For t\\'o reasons. 
For one thing, e\·en before the decision was taken to 

hold the 1Y80 Olympics in Mosco\\', the city already had, to 
all practical intents, all the sports facilities needed for 
such an e\'ent. Mosco\\' has been \ enue of the USSR Games 
finals, (\\hich compare in scale to the Olympics), of the 
L'ni\·ersity Garnes, of many \\orld and European champion­
ships and other international contests. Among its sports 
facilities, many of \\·hich meJsure up to international re­
quirements and can be used for the Olympics, are 69 sta­
diums, over 1,300 gymnasiums, 22 competition-size swirn­
m i ng pools, two indoor tennis courts, two eye! i ng tracks 
and a rowing canal. 

Secondly, all that we are now building in Moscow for 
the 1980 01 ymp ics \\·i 11 be of use after the Garnes, and wou Id 
han' been built e\·en \\·ithout the Olympics-under Mos­
cm\·'s master plan which has set a per capita optimal 3.S 
squJre metres for sports facilities, or a fraction over tre-
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blP the area \\e ha\T no\\. :\or \\ill the building of sports 
facilities stop after the Olympics end. This ennt has been 
responsible not so much for additional unplanned expen­
ditures as for compelling us to speed up construction of 
\arious project:-;. Ho\\'C\er, it has on no account reduced the 
planned housing programme. 

"We h<n-e no intention of outdoing our predecessors in 
the construction of 111ammoth sports i11~tallations, but rath­
er :rilll to do \'.!wt \\e find expedient", sa~ ~ lgnaty :\o\·i­
kc)\, Deputy Chair1t1;111 of the l;SSI\ Co~111cil oi .\\inistcrs 
<,.;;d Chairman of tl!e SO\ iet Olympic Org;:nizing Comrnit­
ive. 

\\'hat is being built for thl' FltlO Ol> n~pic Garne<' 
.\11 Olyrnpic \ ilb,r.;v of fin high-rise block::: of flats, 

'" hich aftn the G;:r11c~ \\ i!l compri~c a 11e\\ l'.2U-hectare re­
,idential di<trict. .\ )l),11nO-bed hotel complex. ,\ l,500-
c :~;u~iH:i automatic· i11ternational tclcpho1:c exchange. An 
; ~lonrnted ga1rn' :Ji!111i11i·;\ralio11 ;11;d i11forrnatio11 ~ysicll!. 
,\ 111ulti-pllf])()'C i11door arena. :\ canopied stadium. An 
'•:ue:.iria11 :-:purb complex. 

,\\uccoYite~ \\ill u1Hfoubtedl1: !ind all these Liciliiics a 
ir1:1·,t \H•lccrnc a1:ditio11, irrespec.ti1·e oi the Olyrnpi•: Gull:c.~. 



III. NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND SCIENCE 

To what extent has your country been hit 
by the energy crisis? 

It has not been hit at all. The Soviet Union has enough 
natural resources to meet its needs and is not dependent 011 

imports of ra\\. materials and fuel . 
.Just as the entire economy of the country is deYeloped 

according to a national plan, :;o is the fuel-and-energy in­
dustry. Our system of planned economic man3gement 
makes it possible to co-ordinate needs \\·ith the available 
resources, cl iscover in good time \\·here shortages might 
occur, and pren~nt the einergence of crisis situations. 

As a fundamental and indispensable branch of the eco­
nomy, the fuel-and-energy industr) recei\·es paramount 
attention and its derelopment i~ accorded top priority. 

The production of fuel and energy in the CSSR is 
shmrn in the following table: 

1%51 1970 I 1975119/:lO 
(nlanl ·' . 

Oii (million tons) 24:; 353 I 491 (j4() 

Coal (rni!lillll tom.) 578 624 701 80;) 
Gas (!how;;rnd mi! lion cubic metres) 128 198 I 28'! 

4:::.s 
EI Petric pmn:r (tl1011:<and million klrh) 507 741 l ,0;3q 1 .:iso 

There are no people in this country interested in crea­
ting artificial difficulties in order to push up the price uf 
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oil, coal am! electrical energy, or in promoting a one-:cided 
deYeloprnent of the country's fuel imlustry in farnur of 
their O\\·n products, or people who \\·ould profit from arti­
ficially boosting the consumption of particular fuels o,uch 
as oil, etc. 

GO\ernrnent planning and decisions ensure rational use 
of all the L'SSR 's mineral resources. Exploration of the 
country's underground \\·ealth is done on a scientific basis 
under a comprehensiw plan which cowrs all stage<, from 
basic research to trial drillings. Large funds are allocated 
for these purposes. \·e\\ly discO\ered deposits of oil, coal 
and gas haw rno\·ed the SoYiet l'nion into first place in the 
world for the production of these fuel5. 

Hm\eYer, the successes of the geologists represent only 
the first stage. The deposits d isconred then ha\ e to 
be \\orked-\\·hich often presents formidable diificulties. 
Major underground deposits ha\·e been discowred in sparse­
ly inhabited areas difficult of access in Siberia. the Far 
North and in the Central Asian desert. Both dewlopment 
and transportation- often to de st inat ions thousands of 
kilometres a\\·ay-require enormous outlays both in la­
bour and rnonev. 

i\o deposits, no matter ho\\. rich, are inexhaustible. 
So \\·hat we tf\ to do is to disco\ er ne\\ resources at a fas­
ter rate than ·current extraction. That is whY the So\·iet 
Union, \\·hich has alreadv achiewd a 1110.-;t favourable situa­
tion compared with 0th.er countries, continues to carry on 
prospecting and de\·elopment at a high rate. 

People in the United States and other countries have 
to contend with quite a few difficulties in the event 

of a cold winter. As a result of a sharp drop 
in the temperature in January and February, 1977, 

four thousand establishments suspended work, three million 
people were laid off, and the air-temperature in homes 

and offices went below comfort-level. 
Do you have the same problems in your country? 

Cold winters are also a big problem here, and might 
be expected to be a much mon· ocerious problem than in 
other industrial!\ ach·anced countries because of our 
country's geographical position. When, early in 1977, 
the air-temperature in the Lnited States dropped to mi-

48 



nus 10-15 degn,,·~ Ce 1 ici:r:;dc\ the temperature in ~ome 
parts of the Soi itt Ln 011 olood a'. 111 in us lO degree;:. I lO\\·­
ewr, \\h;;t pen~·d n :!k Cnilld Sta:e~ did not h:ippen 
in thi:; ,·ot111try. \'orh' of nur e'tab!i:--hrn1_·n1s ~u~pcndcd ope­
rationc;, nobody \\·as L1id off, the <•ir tempernlurl' in our 
ho111c:; and offices \\·as not <illom:d 1o go down, <llld the 
price:. of fuel and electric po\\'cr did not go up. 

For c.\alllple, .\\u.;;co\·i le:; u~ed \\vice a:; mud1 i~a> i11 
!!Jt•ir ilo:1ws \\hen tlw \\"••<itlin \\a~' p:1r1icui2rly cold, hut 
co11ti11ued 1o pay the u:;u;il fi:\L'd , h:irgc oi J(; J.:01m:k~ 
1:21 LS L"l'llb) per person pc-r rn0111h i«cc:~:rdks:; oi tlw ;1clllal 
arno:1n: oi "'.'.J~ they u<ed. The sa11u.• Jll!'lie.~ to lint \\;iter 
11i9 L'.; ccncs pvr pcr;;o;i per mo11~ll1, ;111d ,cn'.ral lic:i1in.Q 
(l do1i:r 18 cenls per ]ll'l>Oil per 11;0:1th\. '\::iihu· \n·rc ihe 
price~ oi c·icl·1r!c ]JO\n:r or Dcirol c!J,, . bc,:.iu:-cc all the 
extra cqwnscs in co1111c·ction \\ i!h hea;ing buildin!-(s in 
the \ulcl \\inter month~ \\We borne b., !he So,id State. 

Prep mat ions for the \\·inter arc· 111;ide in tlw ~~u Ill 11:er. 
Huw· q11anlities of g8~ arE' pumped into under.c;rnund re­
sen uirs lo be used in the coldest 11:011ths of the w;.ir. The 
111aink11ai1l'l' \\Ork on the boiler foci Ii lie~ 3tHl heating sys­
!e111s i~ done beiore the a11tu11rn comes. Transp0rt fal'ili­
ties, ;rnd particularly special snO\\-clearing rnschines :ire 
also mLJdc rcsdy for the \\ inkr. 

What is clone in yot:r cities 
to protect lhem from pollution? 

The measures takrn in that respect may be illustratul 
by .\\cN·m\·'s example. 

In .\\cNO\\', 4,500 ~mall boiler plants ha\·e been c]o,, d 
and rcpl;i,-cd by heating plant~ fired by gas instead of L'r;<,l. 
.'Is a rc'l lt, the rate of :::ir pollution has been sharp!\ re­
ducul. Tuchy practically all apartment and other buii1;ings 
in ,\\o'' C)\\ lia1·c ccntrai heating ~upplied by gos-fired sta­
tion;;. ;\JI heating plants are equippt•d \\'ith dust and g;!~ 
catcher~. 

1\1.any faclories have been moved out of Moscow ai·.J 
sited so that they are spaced well apart. Tha.nks to 11,·w 
and modernized motorways and limitation on the use ,,f 
hea\y lorries within ciiy ·limits, air pollution by exh< 1 ~t 
gCJs has been materially reduced. 

Similar measures haYe been effected in Lening1 ill, 
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~~O'\O:---il•ir~k und n: n either l::J:~e indu~trial C('ntrr_is. 

It i~ r.ul·l~ ~:~or2 di:T ,--·~:1~ tlnd co~ 1_l~, to ktcp ~ht:" ~;i:- '._':t_:-1 

thcrv th:m ~11 01.l:~r. ~-_., ir1 clw1ri,11iz, __ ~, p\;:,,_·::-s. In \io,,o\· .. 
an·;:-1i11, for L'~\ar:1p'.0, i:1 lhc p~1~t fiyc \'t'('fS t 1971-/-.-)) th 1,_' 

e~pcnditur1~ on ciir-nol1u~ion 1..'ontrol a:~>)untt>d to rc,1.1~h1\ 
8.5 million roubles,' not Lounling llw p1'1i:ting and kn~ling 
of tn:es <rnd shrub5. ,-~·l u1h 1ruction of th)rous;liiares, nwv­
ing factor'.cs to ne\1· 'ill·~, and ~'O on, all of \\ hid1 cost 
ten tir11e5 as n~uch. 

,\ Lictor of :1 1ajor i"'PDrta1we ior eno.uring good <1ir ior 
the cit\ i~ the e::pJn~-'c1:: of the ar23 under park~ <111d .>:!a1-­
dens. Cities areencirckc! i,, \ast park and \':oodland h·2lts. 
/\\osL·o1\. hr instan,:c, ln.c :1 grern belt Qf l 7:J,00(J hectc1res 
(4W,OCO <<res). 

Our LOUntn is the f1r"t to ha\e set statuton limits 
on pcriiiis~ible con(cntr;itions of harmful subst2inL'es in 
the \\ atcr. soi 1 c:nd air. The nation a 1 econQrn ic de\·e\op­
men t plan inc 1 u de~ a sect ion e:ic h : ear on na 1 ur:: con~er­
\' at ion <md the rational u~e of m1!ttrnl resouri.Ts, ~peci­
fying rnea~urE's ior the nrotellion of the 1•,·ater~, ion:sts 
and air, reproduction ui the li~h stock, cori<en·aticll! of 
the mineral \\ealth, and ~o on. 

1\ \ 1 
p~·rir_,;l, tl'·~ 
incrc-<1'·,d by 

How is environmental protection 
organl zed in the USSR? 

~he 1=!·,4- \,.·:1r of th1._• curr'..:.\nt fi".'C:'-yc:ir pi:in 
l'Our.tr\ ·, industrial ·tion \\·ill liaye 
1: o;·,. ;;:,,·~ .: t'.iird. :ii- ''iii nol rc~ult 

l i\_-l\\ i:-"- t;;i:: t'r):< .>L-, i~ ini l·2 ~-::L~d. t_',:''~,~·i;:11y in 
Yil'\\ \>! 1ht.: \\O!"_~:'-'!~:!l'_ ;'If ~he c·~·n, -,~2·[ 1, ;:;_;i!_,~:~:::-:ir1 '.n r11~Hl\' 
indu21i-i~:l~z0d ccJ~:~~~r~- '.; 1: ic)ll(:'.\,:: :r·. 1 :~~ 1 · ._' c·\.~i\_'riL't:Cc' of 

dcfi11i1c !i!J\crial ai ~ ;._ "f~ll JCltc~n·~~;:-:, 
'Tli{~ c\pc:cie11ce ~ ~'·::.; L..:. ;! a·~: ir-1 tl~e: ~Jla1111cd and 

rJ.tlnn:-il ~,s~ of n~:~ ~ :-,~~ !<'sour~·c:: F'_::· il1·-~:111·._·~.\ e\·cn the 
first ~lnte p~an f-l,:- 1 L'L'c1:~irlcc.-~t::=1 il '.)~ f\u.:::ia) con­
tainc-d pr0Yi::ic1:1 f-=:~·: :~-. · ·-:·~~1it~.~\\·~1t~\.-':· :~J:~~ltiun. It \\·c1s plc.~n­

ned to "di5perse ir:c'·_ 00 ' .-·" a!l O\ '--'r li1e cOL~ntn to en-,ure 
l·nifnr· li u ]•c•" 1 . ''·"'•'• ;,_,,llf'll !' Go•r••e' ar' 1 :1,1t111·a'1 l)I[ l\_t.\.. -~'--''-'~~. _.__, l~~:, c 1 1,:':),,_,.':....1,...'.:' 1\.....tc •• c: 1, .. -

rific·ati0!1 basins. 
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En'r :-ince then budget alloL·aiions for em·ironmenlal 
protection haw been ir~,·lucJecJ in the plans for each par· 
tirnlar indu,try .. .:\""result. l'.\L'll 1.\i:h the gro\\·th of the 
national eL·onomic potential a-" grl'at as it ha" been, the 
country has preseryed a relati\e endronmental balance. 

The material guarantees are incluclecl in the fhe-year 
plan itself. As much as 11,000 rnillion roubles has been 
allocated directly for environnwntal protection for the 
1976-80 period. If \\'e add to this the allocations to combat 
water and \\·ind erosion, and for a!Torestation \\·ork, etc., 
and abo the amount:- allocated locally for such purposes, 
the total comes to about 50,000 million roubles, or 2.7 
per cent of the national income of the USSR. 

The plan enyisages a comprehensive approach to the 
siting of industrial enterprises and the rational use of all 
natural resources--ore, timber and \\·ater, etc., as in the 
case of the enterprises of the Ust Ilirn territorial-inclust· 
ria I comp lex in Siberia, for example. Extr2ct ing tee hni· 
ques are also to be changed considerably. In the near fu· 
ture up to 80 per cent of iron ore, 75 per cent of non-fer~ 
rous ores and more than 50 per cent of coal \\·ill be produ­
ced by the open-cast method in order to reduce mining 
losses to the minimum. 

This comprehensi\·e approach ensures the efficient uti­
lization of eyen· mineral. It ha~ been estimated. for exam­
ple, that the or.es of the eleyen principal non-ferrous metals 
can 1ield another sixtv ele1;wnls. 

Jn.ilia! s!eps have alre3dy lwrn LJken, for imtance in 
Kazakh:,lan, at the L'st Ka1nc11og!lrsk lead-and-zinc plant, 
\\'here 1lw ra\\·-ma\erial utilization factor has ::dread\· been 
brought up to 93 per cent and the '.1 i<cld o[ non-ferro;;s me· 
ta]:- h;1~ been greatly increa~cd. At the Balkhash mining 
and mc(a]J,1rgicc1l cor:cpJt>x the n1raction rate oi w;dul 
ek111c11i~ ice alrno~t JO!J per cent. This cipproach :·orms the 
J::;isis of the tedrno!ogical po! ic·y adopt eel for lhe utiliza·· 
tion of rrntur;il re~ources and re:;t1 l!s in a signifLant reduc· 
ti on of pollution le\ els. 

Tlw legal guarantees consi~;t of '1 series of la\\·s and go·· 
ycrn111cnt decrees enacted in recent \'ears. There me the 
basic l~l\\s, for instance. co\ering l:rnrl use and ihe e.\ploi· 
talion of water ;md mineral re"ources, forest protection, 
and public health, and special go\ ernment ciecrees on 
conscnation measures relatinQ to the Caspian, Black, and 
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B3ltic seas and thl'. SL'a oi AzO\', :-incl the b8"ill.' of \lie ri­
\\'f' Volga and L'rJl a11J oi L1kl'. Baikal. 

Other nature prok1.:tion measures incluck k£::al con­
straints under the Lauuur Law prohibiting the opc·r;it ion o[ 
11C\\ or reconstructed industrial c:otabli:,;hrnent' \\ hkh do 
nol pro\"ide for adequate purification, !lel!lraliz;i\iun and 
\r;ipping oi harmful \\a~te !llaterial~. Exccp1ion;ill\ Jo,,· 
C'Olh'L'lltration lirnib ha\e been :od iur .J.87 cilluc·nh ;ind 
14:i '-lih"Umccs ejected into the air. 

Crimin;il law and adn1inistrati\L· l:l\I pLl\ a pro111incnt 
p;irt in the protection uf the L'l1\ ironrnenl. Under tlrt·ir pro­
\ i<:ions persons guilty of pollulillf.'. inland \\·ater,.: \I itlt oil 
3nd o!hC'r noxious producb may be hea\·ily iinetl or pos­
sihl~ i mprirnncd. 

\r1\\1·ithstandin~ all ~ud1 111e<bLtre~. hO\\C\l·r. llK im· 
pnct oi industry generally on the ell\ ironrnent i~ ~udr that 
eroln:=:ical regulation \\ itl1in the lirniL of incli\idual rnunt­
ries i' no longer ~uifkicnt. Thi~ i~ \\ hy internal irn1<1l co· 
oper;1tinn in this fll'ld i~ of sud1 great irnporL!nn·. 

Such co-operalio11 is exempli ltl'd by the \\mk being 
carried out bv tlw Council ior .\\.utual EconoI11i, .\~:"-ist­
ance iC\ffA): Within its irame\\ur\,, a ~PCL'ial L'Ot111,·ii has 
hCl'l1 'rt up to deal \\·itl! quh\ions rt·lating to en\irn11111en­
tal proirction, and a prograu:11tL' i, heillg carril'd lltd in 
\\ hidr c..cicntists are co-opcrati11:_: ,,n !1l'arly \()11 eLologirnl 
problems. Also, the productio11 uf µurif;. ing p1;111t and 
equipment and the special itblru111rnb nehled i11 this 
field has been started on a l:o-uperati\e basis. 

Co-operation among the C\\.L\ l·oun!rit·s sct5 an e:.:amp­
le to olhC'r countries to join in \lie light to protect the cn­
\'ironmcnt. for exnmpk, rcprc:oL'l1latiws of the l'.SSR 
and a numhcr of R;iltil· sla(('' lla1 l' oi.~ncd a conn·nt ion on 
Uw prc•fcdion of !11L· mari11t~ t.·m irnnmcnt of 1hc Baltic 
Sea, ;mt! Czccl10~ln\·~ikia and S\\L·dv11 lt;nc conl'!L1ded an 
agrccrnrnt on ~cicntiiic ~1;Hl lt.:drnological co-opvralion 
in protecting tl1c <.'!!\ irumncnL 

Doesn"t the state planning system interfere with 
the progress of science, with its free development? 

"This i~ intcril-rcncc in the free flight of creatiYe 
thought. in its inner logic \\hich is not to be confined 
within ihE' limil5 of all\ 'a~signmenb'." 
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Tlrnt \\ilS\\lldl somc ~,,;din l~n, \\h2n a general meet­
ing oi lltc l;SSR A, <Hkit;' oi s, :cncl'S <lppro\·ed ihe Aca· 
demy's first po~t-rc\ uiul iunar~ rnn::-titution to replace 
tile old one oi 1836. Tlw Ill\\ conslilution promulgated 
ihe plan11ing principlC' in rc~card1. The very idea of any 
··regulation from abo\e", oi ''the go\Cflltnent being in com· 
111and of the front of H'2.cat-ch", <cc:nl'd preposterous to ma· 
n~. Before llw l9i7 '()Liali:-l rl'\o:ution scientific research 
h0ci follmwd indi\·idual i11L·linaliu11s rather than nat!o­
nc.I pro;~r<:t11111l's. RbG:rllwr" \\urLul ~cparalely, isolated 
irom each otlwr, ilic ;..;01Li'J1111c1Jt :-hc1\ing little interest 
in ''!Jal lilt'\ \HTC doin:.( 

A,, c:Jrly as . .\prii. 1'1!8, under Le 1in's guidan<:c, ;i plan 
\\·as drn1\n up ior tlic e\teiic.i\C ck\e}opmenl of sc'ience, 
and for lLe study ui llcrn to lirin,l!; e b:tric power to i11d11st­
ry, lranspur1 and agricuilure, oi how best to combine the. 
uti lizalion of raw materials ;rnd energy Jnd to place indust· 
rial enlerpri,es in the counln in the lllOst rational manner. 

O\er !he !ast sixt> )CM~ ~,_irn1ifil' recesrch has achie\ed 
unprecccie!l:ed scope, contributing im:nen~ely to the eco· 
no my .. \iajor scienti fie an cl te.:hnological problems closely 
rela1ed to the O\erall piano; for the country's development 
are tackled by the joint e!Torls of large scienti fie bodies 
colllpri~ed of specialists in 111any lines. The work of a wide 
nel\rnrk of sL·ientific centre'. is co-ordinated by the USSR 
Acade!lly of Sciences, the Cnlllrnit1ee for Science and Tech­
nolog:, of ihe USS!~ Counci 1 of _\\inisters. and corre:::pond­
ing ai..;em ies in the Union and Autonomous republics, 

What, then, does tlle planning principle imply:, The 
~cientists are not requc~1ed lo di,,co1er such-and-such by 
a certain date, of cour~e. \Vhat i~ done is this: the general 
objecti\l'S cf re~earch 3re delern1ined, the main Jines are 
~ing!cd out and work i~ J'.:-o'igned lo individual re~earch 
cen\res in order to co-ordinate efforts and help concentratf!; 
the111 on llw most promi~ing iines. The Academy must 
c!efine ihe O\erall straiegy of rese:irch, analysing and fore· 
ccisling tl e lre11ds and co-ordinating the individual plans 
of its \\Orler" and centre~ in accordame with the national 
program n:e~. 

This planned approach to science has fully proved it­
::.elf. But, it might be qLeslioned, perhaps it is not so ne· 
cessary no\\' that there are millions of scientists and spe~ 
cialists \\orking in the USSR economy? On the contrary, 



plann:ng is e\ctl 1 1:c 1:ece''Jry Sll8uld th>e ::•il\iot!~ 
8Ct c.r1ch on h'.::-, 0\>.·11, \\j1hout ,',1-'ndin(~tio:1~ "'.Le;e \\·011id 

l~e <:i-,p1oportion, \\ itli s01re line~ oi 1e~e~m~:1 outpacing 
ot:'ers, and \\a--:e:-~:i d1:plication c,f effort. 

It ha' l0 een c<1::1:1'ed that Le\'er orf:'.2nization alone 
could L;:'l'e ~cier:le ;11ur er tw ti11,es n:ore efTecti'.e \\ith­
out additional iwc-ti:ent. This o!Jjec·!i\C' is gi\en spe­
cial attention in the fi1E"~ear plan for 1976-S'J. 

Why was it necessary to set up large scientific centres 
in Siberia and other parts of the Soviet Union? 

As for back as 1931 the Academ~ oi Science~. at its ge­
neral 1reeting, de.·idecl to ~el 11p local comprehensive 
scientific ba~e' \1hid1 \\ere to Lecome the iuturc re~earch 
centre5 oi the Cr:ion re~•uhlics <:llld the Autonornou5 repub­
lics. SL:ch b;Ees \\ere established in Kazahh'otan, Tajikis­
tan, and in tl~e l\hiliin mountaim on the l\ola Peninsula. 
Branches oi tlte Au1ue11n of Science"o were also e~tablished 
in Transcaucasia. in 1l'e.Crals <:rnd in the SoYiet Far East. 
ln 1936, tl:e . .\c:,rie;;1: had six brandies in different parls 
of H:e cct!ntry, <1r~u 1heir number continued to gro\\'. 

Hm\e\er, tLe ~:econcl World \\'ar in 1e<iered \\ ith this 
proce.'s though it did not ~lop it <llto:.:ether .. .\f·er the \\ar, 
in the 19;)0'::; a start ''as rnacle oii ,:e\e loping the eLJs:ern 
region:; of the So• ie1 Union \\ i '.11 their tren:enclous natural 
\\·e;ll'.h. This LOL!ld L:e do1~e onh \\ith tl:e helu of 5 1:icnce. 
Decentrnlizatio11 i· once oi the ''J\s of im'rJro\ing the 
eft(,·ienc. ci 'Ci,,n, '-. Jn ]957, tlie \L·Dde::; of S:ierwes of 
l'1ll' LT~~b ,,::-t 1'!) .,·l~ ~;;,~-.rj:'lll ,)~\·1,i :il, r.=:.,, ! l _j\·,·1r101111Ds 
\. ._ . .._,_.'\ -'-• .l., .·' l '-L (_, ~ \.•J, L~ L -~' LJ_ ~ , • ~-I ,\_...l1~\... 

oi Sc;cn,·es \\l're v,;:,lJ][-cled in aii ci:e L'r;ion it'11ub\ics oi 
U:e So\·iet l~'nic1I1. 

Y\'ir-h :~~:~ \\ i 1 ic \'-~r-ic of na~L~ral condition~ in the 
l'.5SR, e?ich re:i;Cll1 llci_.:. it5 O\\Tl str;_~tc:T. of ecc1101nic <leve-
lopn;~nt \',-I-11~·:1 L- ,:._ .cr!::i!~ed r-:·1t_ic:n~ll fi·.,·~-\'-'ar pl[Jns. 
L~.lng-tcrn: e1..·c!no:1-~1. ;-G:-e ... -~:--~~:; ~::~;~ pla ~1 ·:--i.~:nificant 
part in r.~2l~i-.''.l '-'L" ~22:~0~lal ~-J~.c:.:y. u~is i:~ largely 
fte c0;.,cc1·1-: ·'J:- __ ·;·:~ '--~1-:'.:-es ~~:~·h a~ the SiLcrian diYi~ion 

S·::icnti.~t~ frn1~~ 1L~~ ~-{u~.-.:!sn rL·(i,_-:-:Jticn nla\cd an irnnor­
tanl Jl""l in . .;(j;,~,, ,.,,::incl ·•n"•riizt 01 c> 'l','.;n,: c"i"ni1'f'1c' re-

0.l - ... c. 1 • -, ~-: - Vi. .'::"1L1 •• ~ ··~ l ,(.1 J .__,i.. '- '- ... l -

s(•arc'h centre~ ir: ~he' L~niori rc:~:uh!ics and .A.utoD.ornous 
. 'h l; -, - .--. I ' • . ·'; ~~; t • l o I' 1" . - . ::i 1 

fE'[IL.'.•!lL~, anc1 1!1 LJ .. ;;;:,1g 1C • .:il l'C'l~C,TilleL 
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Are Soviet scientists free to pursue 
an in dependent Ii ne of research? 

This is rc;illy rnc,re a quc~tiun of possibilities. 
Today, the den·loprncnt of prod11cti\e forces and of sci­

ence has reached a lenl at\\ hich it is utterly impossible for 
Lomonoso\·s or Ed isons to a pp ear and, singlehandC'd, con­
cern the1mC'lns at the ~ame time \\·ith physics, chemistry, 
electrical engineering, space or nucle;ir theory. E\·en a 
scientist \\ho gains personal international recognition 
with the a\\ard of, sa\, a :\obel Prize. has behind him do­
zens if not hundreds of colleagues, scientific teams, labo­
ratories, research centres and enn gonrnment agencies. 
He is connected \\ ith them and is dependent on them. In 
conditions of the scienti fie and technological rernlution 
there can be no isolated scientists conducting experiments 
on their 0\\'11 and at their own expense. Because of this 
no modern scientist, whether So\'iet, American or any 
other, enjoys absolute freedom. 

Enr\' scientist is free to formulate ideas. The most 
promisirig of them are selected after being discussed by 
the tea111, laborator\' or institute. So on the basis of in­
cliYidual ideas, collecti\'e plans me dra\rn up \\foch a«e 
included in a still larger programme of research summing 
up the suggestions made by all scientific centres in a ginn 
area of kllo\\'ledge. 

Is the vast expenditure of money on space 
research justified? 

Space research is a costly matter \\ ithout doubt. How­
e\ er, onr the first dec<Hle after the launching of the first 
earth ~atellite, the cost of each of these exploratory prob­
i1;gs of ~pace was reduced rn;111:, hu11dreds of times. And 
the co~t of dclinring na\·loads into orbit \\·ill be :-dashed 
2gai11 \\ hl'l1 ~pace ship~ arc u~ed repeatedly. This day is 
J]()\\' 11oi f;ir off· 

~\ot 011ly \\·ill space research be fully economic in the 
direct ~en:-c, but it will <1l::o yield a profit. EYen no\\' \\'ea·· 
thc1· and conmmnication~ salcllites fulh recoYer the money 
spent 011 them, includi11g im11Jchi11g: For example, our 
sate]] iie \\·c::llher forecasting ~en ice is estimated to save 
the 11atio11 500-700 million roubles annually. With the aid 



lll pil'llirl'" takc11 iro111 'Ji<ICl' re,<:·n e' oi -;11bterr;i11ca11 \\ ;1-

ter ;111d r11ineral rl",Ollfc'l'' h;1\ L' bc·e11 d i'cm,ercd. 
A11utlier i111prn·L111t ;1rv;i of rhearch dune\\ itil the lwlp 

of space .;atellik' i, c«1rlography ;11Hl Janel :--.ur\ l'~ i11g. Oill' 

.;alellik. in 2·1 hour' ()i photograplli11g i11 day-Ii.gilt condi­
tions. c;111 conr the "hide .;urface of the pla1wt. It \\'OU Id 
take ;it least on<: thou,a1HI ;1eropl:i11c' (o do the 'ctllle joh 
i11 lhc gi\en time. 

Space technolo,g, prr1111i'L'' equ;il hc11etit to tlil· 11ati01rnl 
e<."onrn11'.,. Jn C'arth-hou11d rn11ditio11' it j.; irnpo,,ihle to 
1l1ainlai11 11eightk,"11e". for i11.;talKl'. or deep 1·acuurn for 
a11y length of ti111e. I lo\\e1er, i11 the 11eightless and 
rarefil'd condition' ni "Pill'l'. it i.; pos-.ible to produce suh-,­
tancc.; of exceptin11;d puril\. or to 11eld materials in a 
11a1 that cannot he do11e 011 earth. The de1·elopment of 
:;1q)cr high-stre11gtl1 rnonocry,tah 11rornises a 1eritablv 
re\ 01111 ion in clC'ctro11ic' and riid in-L·11gi11eC'ring. in co111-
111unicat ions and i11 \a,;cr ;111cl cc1111p11ter teclmique:-;. Ac­
curd i11g to the 'l'l'Li<ili"b. l1u11dred' of ton:' of 1aluahle 
material~ \\·orth 111am tholh:111d" of 111illioll" of rouh!C'-. 
\\ ill ,;orn1 be producl'd i11 outer ~p:icc" 

Thi_• rcsulb nf -.p:1ce rl''c;ircli ;ire :11'0 fimli11g· medical 
:ippl il·ation. The i1i:-;tru111e111 11-,ed for keeping track of thl· 
numhn of JTIC'tl'oritl' parti,\e, hitting tlw :-urfact· of ;1 
_,pacl' craft ha, ::'l'nul ;1, till' li:1'i' for a dt·1·in• \\hicli 
help-: diagno>.c tlw rarl> 't;igl~' of l'C'rtai11 ncr\OLh di:-.­
ea~c" ll\ regi:-;tC'ri11)..'. 111ll'l·1tlar 11\·mor:-.. A pt11!1p used i11 
"Ollll' rm·kct "' 'll'lll, 111:.1\· lw u-,cd ;1' the ha"i' for ari 
mtifici;il heart.'\ '"itch.likl· the cllll' 011 ihe (';1r-riece oi 
spccLicle' \\Om h> co,o;1no11:111t". \\ ilich i" tur1wcl on by a 
11wre 111m·c111e11t oi tlw eye, j, 110\\ in u~c fnr operati11g 
the 1110\lik chair oi ;1 p:1r;ily-,cd p;it ie11t. 

Tlw 111011e\ iil\t•,kd i11 'i1<1cc• rl'-,e:1rch i' thli" put to 
good ll'l'. Anti\\(' l';J:1 c'lltlli1k1:\!\ <ti. that 'i';llT j, a good 
llc·lcl l•I il1H'"t11w11t. 

Is it correct that while the Soviet Union leads 
in some branches of science and technology, 

it lags behind in others, less prestigious? 

l-lmH·1er muclt lhv SO\ iet L11io11 spend~ 011 ~cience 
(met l ~.000 rnillirni rm: hie~ a 1em). and howe\'cr di\·er-,e 
the li11r_•, of re't«ircli. '-01 iet ,c.ieilCc' can harclly clairn to 

56 



k.1<\ lh· \1orld i11 clC'r) ;ire;1 oi iu;1d:t11:entJI am! applil·cl 
k j}( l\\ lt,•(!.t!'l'. 

111 1lil' first plJCC'. the ;1\;:ii:iL1k iunds and 11u111llE'r of 
,;iz·,·i;Ji1,h are 11ot e11m1gli lo e1H1rl· the sa111c· hi,gh rate of 
ad\ e111(·e o\'er the entire fro11t of scic·11tific researcli. As the 
11al iilll<tl i11co111e grm1·~. 111ort.• is "lll'ill on sciencl'. This cx­
pc-1!(liturl' 11ill continue to i11crea:-;c, <1:-; invest111e11l in sci­
,•11n· \ ields a greater rdurn ilia11 ill\e-,t111ent in any other 
'PiiNl' 

!11 pri11ciple, the So\·iet l'11io11. \1hich po~,c·s,cs one 
()i tile greatest :-;cientific a1HI tecl111ological potentials i11 
tlw 11<1rld and a po11erful eco110111), i' able to de1·elop re­
'(.';1rcli 011 quite a broad fro11t. :\e1ertlwless, a choice has to 
lw 111ade a:; to the rnain Jim·' of ;1d\ ;111ce. What dekrn1i11es 
tlii, choice' 

Fiht of all, the 1wed~ of the l'l'Ono1m. Seco11dl1. the 
gt·11f·ral :..ignificance of the problems - tlie promi:-;(: they 
hold out. Lastlv, tlw :-;cientilk i11tercsts of the counln 's 
k;1di11,Q scientists. Wlrnt does this n1ea11 in practice) -

Tile plan drmrn up by ihl' AuHle111y of Sciences ior the 
te11tl1 ti\e-year pNiod co\c·r~ 111ore than 5011 fundamental 
prolilc1ll''. Of course, it u11111ot lay dmrn what e11d r('sult 
j, w Le ;1chieved in tlw fi1f' \ear,; i11 all\ of the.sc• Thl' cC'nt­
ral plan· in the pla!l bclo11g' to lo11g-tC'frn progr;in1111ps of 
co111p1-el:crhi1·e ft'Seitrch in molernlar biology, tl1e ph::;io­
loQical :11lll biochen1ical principle:; of the fu!lctionillg of 
tl1•: l1u111a11 orga11islll, tlw physic" of ck111entary particles, 
tlw ;1tu111ic nucleus and pla:-.111a. q11anlu111 elcctro11ics, 
d:l'111i,1r: a11d clwn1ic;il e11gi1weri11g, nrnthe111;itics iliHl 

111t·,·il;111ic.s, and autolllatic cn11lrol. 
Work will be continued i11 the field of space C\ploratio11, 

\1 lii,·h is regarded by so111e a, ;1 pre:,\ige acti\·it:. Blll thi-> 
j, 1101 !tow SO\ iet -.ccie!lti'h look ;1l it. The Yalue of the 
u,,. oi "pacecrafl i11 the exploralio11 oi the earth's llatural 
rv,our,·c·.,, i11 meteorology, oce;111ogr;1phy, co1111mmicalio11s, 
a11d i11 oillC'r fields i;; :-;elf-('\ icle11t. For instance, pictures 
of tlie Altai Mount<:1i11s (South Silwria) taken b~- the ·'Sa-
1;, ut" ,p;ice station, re\caled Uw block structure of the lcr­
ritor). 110( shown on gcologic;il 111aps before. The 11ew 
e\ idl'11ce has facilitated the c~ti1rn1tio11 of the probability 
of ft11di11g mineral deposit:; i11 lite area. Such e:.:a111ples 
are 11u111erous, despite the fact that space geology is yet 
ill il' i11fancy. 
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It is not for any comideraiions of prestige that \\'e de­
sign and build such giant u1lllertaki11gs a~ the Karna ;\\o­
tor \Vcrks, pmwr ;;lams like the Sayano-Shuc:lwnskaya, 
\\·ith a cap;:icity of 6 .. ± million kilmrntb, or 'LlCh blast 
furnaces as the or;e at Krirny Rog, \\ith a capacity of 
5,000 cubic metres. The ~call'. of the So\·iet economy and 
its gro,,·ing needs make them economically necessary. 

The So\'iet l'nion is well proYided \\'ith natural re­
sources. Ewn so, much mone\· and ei1ort is inw~ted in 
the search for new sources o( energy. \\' e ''ere the first 
to build a thermal-neutron. and then a fast-neutron, pow­
er plants. The successes achieYed by So\·iet 5cience in 
mastering controlled nuclear fusion are \\ell knm\n. Much 
depends on the solution of this problem ii the energy short­
age which threatens mankind is to be a1·erted. 

lv\anv kev disco\'eries, it is said, lie at the crossroads 
of different sciences. To this one may add that they also 
lie along the lines of broader international co-operation 
in research. Regardless of \\'hether the So\'iet Union leads 
or does not lead in a giwn line of research, it is ready for 
the broadest international co-operation, \\hich \\·ill great­
ly facilitate the solution of many important problems. 



IV. LIVING 
STAND.ARDS 

When speaking about living standards, 
the criteria used in America and in 

the Soviet Union, difier. How can they be compared? 

Indeed, different criteria are used bv the two to de.-;cribe 
the sta11dard of Jiying e11i0\cd lJ\ t!i'eir cilizens. In the 
United States the stanclard.ot li'.ing i:; likely to he rnea-;ured 
by tile nurnber and cost of motor cars, \\'hile in this country 
\Ye quote the yalue of free sen·ices pro\·ided to the popula­
ti 01 l. 

Tl1crc is no gainsaying that many thin§'.s an: irnpurl<rnt 
in 011e's life, including desirable things sucr1 as motor cars. 
And i11 that respect the lJnited Stoles is sUI i L:r alwad. 

tlm\TVN, \\e belie\·e t!Jcit li\il1R standards GJ\l·:· a nrnch 
\vicler ficlcl than matcri2l po.,,cs.-;ions. After all, tu c;1ju\· a 
full life, contultmcnt and :-;ecmil.y, one rrn:~;t 11'.l\ c :>(l!lle­
tl!i11u n1~tch inorv e~~ential~~uod 11ra1th, 2(::..Jccit';"~, ~>"1_:c1~ 
rc-1nt~:ccl ei~1rii1J:·1n€nt of u:1L·,~-~ CJ\\Ti chDositJg, J ~:.:~:r:_:11.ll''?rl 
2dl'CJU<iil:' larnily incornl:', ~rnd 111<!lcr:al sccc:rity i11 oid ;1:c:'-" 
These Ua:--:ic i1igredic1n:~ uf hui11cu1 \\..:)11-being ~-lit::_•: c.~:l 
:::; <1 praclic2l iealih· b1· Sm !:_•l citizens. 

'f11e lo~ic of our ~rt:·iis"()J:i11i-: ;;iio::t living starnb:ds ;,md 
the qua! ily uf life rniglll lJe lil'~;crilled like this. 

As long a:; :di are well in lLc fatnily, its \\ell-h·ii1g i'i 
liltle ~1ffcctcd b\' tb.: :-otate of the 11t:blic health :c;cr 1:icl', the 
cost of s(ayirig. in ital, the 

1

prices of rnec:ici11e,;, etc. 
But, unforlunalcly, '.\C are 1101 ah·uj s \\'ell. for thi.s rea­
son, one carmo~ be indifferent b c111\thi11g connected \1ith 
tile org:mizatiun of the hc,:lth ::,~·nice. 



A SO\iet citi1c1i \ 1111\'.' that hi.s illn•='" '·'-·ill not :1 1d 
his fa111i\y':-; \\<.:'11-li,·iti'' J le''· ill lw trc:kd free o! 'krt~c, 
wlrnlc,·cr.the l'O'-l \1, tlw »late. :\citli1T J:j, '·Ll\ i11 ltn-;;;.1;.J 
nor tlw a<hke of th· 111<i't crninrnl "]J\'_'i<1Ji:..t ,~.ill 1(''1· l 1 i11' 

a kopeck. Dmit'C'. !11, i!!nc'C'' he\'. ill i:ut b<: lirl'd !11111 Iii, 
job ithi- j, ihi:. ,; ii\ Lr.\ I and 1i•· \\j]J 1:;·:1\1 ,icL 1·:•\ 
~JS of ri.ght \\ it!i( 1li1 11;:\ in:::: hcid tu ini:1 '·<~lJ·C iL--1;;·:!11, i 

schc1n· ur othLr. 
\\'ith rt',0.<Jrd to 1. 1!~~c;iticri, \\L· l ( J;t_ \ ( lli;1L li:· .. ( 1'r:,:-­

t1111it\· to ~·.1ud\· ~1; · ,_, i:.__Tl 1 c;t L~ll. L(.J!~ :· --• .. ( n!,<'..:i:·\ · ... :H'(;j 
to,\\()';('()\\ L'1iin1<:1, .• f .. otlid l 1(i ( c·;'l!1d O!I 1::1.nil1. ,;;­
C'fJl11l', <irnl th~1t cd,,,·:1 1 i,;i;~:l i1:,ti\L;li: ·, · 1 1 ld J:()I I' 1' 1-
Yidvd into o:~e~ fc:r l):1 1-1 ri,-il 1.1 ;.: ~·;·c c~c'L~,j\{' :1:·::l 
accc:--:---ible only t(1 1 !:c· i-L'\\·, a;1d otLv1 ·, ll.~:l ;_:fl' c 1 cT~ ,_~,il 1 lc~ 

tu Jll. Fret} luitiun i1: ;;i) l\i11tl~ oi ld::\_·c!; 1'1J i.~ ;'-JJ:1r;!111c·cd. 
~O\\' let u~ l()c1\: i~;~( ;! f~1inilY ii;l·( :, \_ ;:r:d --~·L1 llo\\ l! i"; 

spc11t. 
Jn tile l'nitcd '."<;ill'' ;:11 ;l\cr;1_L:,l' L::<J:, Ci111 >F('lli! ";J!y 

40 pn cent of ih i1,rn11;c on \\hale\< r it ;weds, tl:c uthcr 
60 per cent lwin.c: rn1>11111ed by >Itel; 1!.i11r'· as LL\t''. 'O­
cial i11,urancc p~1\ llil'll\'-. doctor,' fn "· l :;t:on, rent. clc. 

Jn the SO\ ict l '11i1111, ;m mn;1gc i;,;qi:\ i~ free' to 'J'i_'J'd 
80 per crnt of it" i1"'(1n1c ju~t a~ it \Ii-!_,,_ 

The concept of .. ,L111dard of liYi :, ;i <ompkx 01;c 1h~1t 
rnust take into crn1,iduatiu11 not c;;l:- ii:c 1~rc>c11\. l•ut 
also thr pa:-;t and the fult!re. Po·,,iLI,, 1i1:ctuc1\ion' iil ill­
co111c.,, price' ;rnd r::1.c, ;1n· of the ~:r«1il -ct i1:.pcrL111n'. h 
one ::1ble to lcl'I 'l'\'t:n· ;1i1out lhe fu\L:r;. er i.~ it 11t\'e'><;ry 
to be prepared fc'r ~1 ··r;11;1\· d~1,·"·~ 111 ntl:cr '.'.orc'.s. \\·h~:t liv~'S 
a lie ad) · -

Jn cm l'l'l.111\;-, lil·: -.:t:!lldard-<1i-li\ ii:.::: cune pc;;n(s 
sicadily up\\ ;1rds. \\'ith rcL1il prict-', ru1t ,,,,,; utLcr charge~ 
lwi11g ;ctahll', 1wr,rn1;tl i1ic-0111e., ha\ c ,:, 1:1 lnl in tl1•· pa:--t 
JS \'P;Jfs illld co11tilltll' ln ilLTC'C!SL'. 

·u should al'o ilC' l:or:~c i11 mi11d ih:l the st;1tisticil ;1\·e­
ragc fa111ily i11 \\'e,lcr1 ctiunlric> i' c.ftrn ;m abslr;wt ion, 
no! fuLml i11 re;1l 1ik. Hn1\· ca11 OJ~c ::·.c·r;;,;e a millic111airt' 
:rnd an unernplo~ 1d \' orkcr \1-lHYC :11'11•r !c: n'ent be1wfJt 
has cea~.ed, ll1c 01111,-r ,,f an c:q'L':<'i'- c '-ii Li '' ilh a s\1.im­
ming pool and t!:C' pl·r,on ,,·ho !Ja, 'r; i~orne at all? Both 
contribute lo the >L1ti,1.1,·0! comput<:ticn, which concPals 
n1st di:-:;parity i11 t hl'ir I i\·i111': sla1Jl:;,r,:s. 

At a ginn SLl:,:l' r•i ji_:.: d\0 \clOj'll'\_ii\, ~cciety lias ;i\ its 
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rJi,pu,;il a crrt;.iir1 ,u111oi111atni:1! .~<111d,. Tu (]ate, thi.-- .;um 
i; grl'Jter in the L11itnl State'. iur i::,[ancc, tha11 in tlte 
SO\ id l 11io11. Thi, di,p<Jr·ity ha, lii!l'rgt•d historical!~· ant! 
ca1111ot !Jc ac,crilied to "imperft>ct iorh" ui .;ocial i>lll. 011 
tile rnntrary, socialis111 h co11,.,isic11tly and quick!~· 11arrow­
i11g this gap, and, morL·o\er, dislriln1les the m:alth at 
it' disposal equitably a111011g ib cilizen.s. 

:\i-e \\·e content with the lc'\ei \le l1a\·e achie\ed? :\o, 
thi, is hut the begi1111i11g. \\'e ai111 tu produce more i11 lhe 
1\·;1~ oi material good,, a11d \\e \\ill produce more, rnore 
c«1r~,. too. Our populatio11 bought G·l,000 cars in 1%3 and 
;1bo11l a million i11 IU/5. v.·e shall go 011 de\'eloping 111otor 
tr:111sporl, but not lo the detri11w11t of public transport 
m l11t· en\'iro1m1e11t, or ;1l the ri:-.k of bci11g oYertaken by 
;111 e11crgy crbis. And. of cour:-.e, \\(•;ire~ 110t going lo make 
a c:1r the gauge of our li\ing .-.la11danh. 

Can the Soviet economy develop 
without inflation? 

TJii, i:' ju:-;l tlie \\ay it doh de\ clop. Only the \\'Cir" im­
plN'd u11 us, causi11g a budget dctlcit, bred i11llatio11. 
Fxcept for short periods e:irly in Sm·iet time:-; and during 
tlit· S\'rn11d World War, ''e ha\c hacl neither am C.\l'("'S 

ui 'late expenditure o\er inco!lle 11<1r i11ilation. · 
Tlil' m·erall price i11de\ today i.; one quarter lcl\\er than 

il \1;:s :2S year' :1go and i., apprnxi111ately the sa1nc as il 
\\:1.; i11 ID70. 

How are stable prices of consumer 
necessities ensured in the USSR? 

111 l'.!/G, ~)~) per cc11l oi foocbt11!1;; and 92 per cent of 
~·HHI' ()llicr than food \\l'fC sold al tile :--<J111e prices as in l~J70. 

T!J1, is possible on!\· \\ith centralized planning of pri­
cc'. Tl1e planning system a11d the incl'ntive system applying 
i11 i11d11.stry are such th;i( a bclory does not make its profit 
ll\ r:1i,i11g the price oi ib products but ll) reducing pro­
dtwl io:1 ro:-.ts. l 11 other \\·ords, price' do 11ut gro\\. because 
ti1e Soi id 11ational eco110111\ ha,; 110 111echa11ism \\·hich could 
sc·f\l' to inflate thc111. 111 tl1c ab:;e11cC' ui such a centralized 
pla1111i11g system nothi11g chl', not l'\'C11 the most perfect 
rnetl1ods of price control, will be of any ;wail. 

111 the Soviet Union, ]Jrices are fixed by the State Price 
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Committee and its 21gcncics. This Committee ::icb a~ a sort 
of agent between producer and co1H1rner. \\.t:re the facto­
ries to fix prices on their O\\Tl, the result would be inllation­
breeding anmchy. The Committee authorizes \\lloksale, 
retail, st<ite purchasing and other prices and rates to be 
paid for electricity and heat, transportation and services. 
At the same time it conti11ually reYises prices, rates, extra 
charges and discounts in 1 i ne \\ i th changing conditions 
bearing on the production and sale of individual kinds of 
goods and services. Changes in prices im·oh·ing budgetary 
losses are introduced by the Committee after approval by 
the USSR Council of .\\inisters. 

The level of prices oi different good~ in the Soviet Union 
is determined in large mea::;ure by their social significance. 
For instance, meat and rneat products. milk and dairy pro­
ducts and many kinds of fish and fish products, children's 
clothing and foot\\ear, school and college textbooks, toys, 
copy-books and other \\Titing materials, medicines, cot­
ton fabrics, and many other goods are sold at stable prices 
which are below their actual cost. State subsidies in this 
sphere run into tens of thousands of milliom of roubles 
annually. The state make:; good some oi its losses by fixing 
high prices for je\\elry, natural fur-3 and otl~er luxuries, 
and also for spirits. 

The main source of the subsidies, ho\\enr. is the profit 
made by the state enterprises. In this \\ay the state re­
CO\ ers 1.he losses it has incurred on the consumer's behalf. 

In a capitalist country if you have money 
you can buy anything. 

Why isn't it the same in the So\iet Union? 

One can bm· \'.Lat tl:cre is for s.<ilt. In th,: Su\ ict L'nion, 
as \\C )JLl\c already said. not c'.c;·ythir~g i' rur 'ale (land 
ilml iliL:11;s of j)l"Och:LticJil, ior c;;rncpl2). The restrictions 
we hme stem from tlw specific features of the socialist sys­
tem and socialist \\a\· of liie. 

There are other, ternporar::, limitations, springing from 
a shortage of scrnc i~oods 011 the marLet. It \\as not possible 
for the Sc\'iet Cnion to achie\ e abt:mlance all at once, 
start i 1;g 011 t as it cl id in com! it icn< '' i~e:e 1 here \\a,; not ewn 
enough of the bare !!l'CC··-'itic<. Brer:l'., hoi;;e', ~chools and 
hospit:ils \\ere neec'.ed r:~c;re '.h::m ~L:~:; tl:ing' a~ 111ink coats 
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c111d dia111cJi:·_l:. _ _;" · ~l'- ;1'.!!dic \\\'al~:1 11-:.~re,L~cd, !11a'.1Y Jux .. 
uri('·:; Cl_'~!--t?([ [CJ i)l' ..:l l 1-1 tti:d il/-.'('~ 1 l1>? COlL,.;Ui1iCT c:nod~, fer 
i11.~lhPC(', L:llLC) CL1.r.i lt~ ,_'\ i--iCJli ~,(_'l.'-' \\.:!~>Ing Il1Jl'.:i iCS, rc-
fr .I rt1•···[r1·- r• 1it· +-,,-;. r1·1-1 111) r·i, 1'11 1· 111,, '"·,· f ... 1•··1' '"!JC] ,~.._'-'.CJ..-:.~~.' L1d.'1 Jd>d ; ,_,( l\. ·-·~) .l>•, lj,h.:'-'..':Jl,\I.._' 11,J'-:'-"': ,d 

so 011. 1 n1:; prciU.'o» ,·u11t111u111;.':. a]tl!ougll :;011w llllilgs 
nre still hnrd to cct 11 lhe L SSf< whether VOLi ha\(.' the 
mo11ey (Jr 1;ot. It ·is nut btcau,c· Uw;_ 2;re not sold, but be­
cau:,e tl1(·1·e is not enougJ; (1ia!L1rni lur, s2y) tu sati:;fy the 
dc111and. 

How much do Soviet citizens pay in rent? 

By for the greater prorortion oi SoYiet citiz1:11s Jin' in 
tlals and houses proYidcd by the state, the renl for \\ liich, 
together \\·ith the charge.; for electricity, gas, central heat­
ing and water, does 110t exceul an average 4-5 per cenl 
of lhe family budget. [:or rwlf a crniury-since 19:!8-it 
has not changed, althour~h huu-,ing has been much im­
provc•d. Eighty-~eyen Jlats in )()(J ha\ e running\\ ;!ler, 80 
h;we central heating, 86 han' 1lu:-;l1 toilets, 74 hme bathrno111:' 
and 88 ha\·e ,gas laid on in their kitchens. :\ot rnan\· coUJ1-

tr1\.'S have Sill'h J high percentage of homes equippc;d 'Yilh 
al! t11odern comcnienc:s. A1id the rate of ~a.sification-­
a/iout fi\c million ilat~ a \ear -is rnore than' t11·ice as fast 
as lhe rate (lf hou~ing c01is!rucliu11. 

I11 tile CSSR hou<.ii1g co11~lruc1 :011 b nol. a cotrnncrcial 
op~·ralion but a rnci;1l :;c-n ict'. j11:;t a' nlucation a1ui lie;;/ th. 

Ju co-opc~rati\·e hu:.t:0 in<!,, \\·hi<.-11 accounts for ~ibo•Jt '>C\l'll 

pc-r Ct'11l of hou.-:in:~ built 111 1J1~' S1)\ id Lnion. Jlat~ ;:re paid 
lc1r i11 a ,'\Ol1i<.\• i<c·l'L diffi:lt'i'.l \1;11.. Cu-or,,ratiYe ;:pmt1m'11l 
blocks are bu;;·L ~lat.._? h11:l(it·~~ cr?:~1nlzatiorL~ on l~nnk 
1.'ccdit, \\'hile tl!t' J:~nd un \', !1lc-~1 t ~if;__' bt~ill L< proi·idcd 

C•)-qr·i·'.'"tii\"t: Lo 1 :~i110 i - \. ~J.'<cd it: the --;01l!C \\'llY ~J·"' .~~0\'-
('"'111.,i:,.1;(,__1,1>·11-,T·~:~_- ~~1-),'(1(~'.' .;1,c1.;11.i·,,._-~ ,·1 [~\~;}(ii. CU-0',1JlT1'lli\';_, 
\._ 1 l, I _ 1 - • \.../,, ~ . t ';~., • "I ,, \. , _ . 

1t1aLc\ a dcr,xr;-1,ayn1c11t cf· t.1 - j) JH r cl.·11t of i!e LJl;d co~-~ 
ll1c rc·.c;L is CO\ t:r,:d by cred i ~ 1-._·p;i:. :: 1ile OH'r 10·20 years 
1» ith interc.'it cit 01ce per cc;1\ JJ•T rn::HrnL 

Pri1ale 11m:-;c:; ~;r·:· 2Lo k 1 ilt, ri:c:.'cly in the country­
'iirle. Tiie1 ac,v111t rcr ~:b'.)c:t (<'ht n~·r c0nt of total rum! 
Lc;c1~i11g c.011,tru·:Lc:. Th:: L:lu,--,: iiu'L'''~ owner dcpcl';its ::lU 
per ce11t of the cost :ofl;-'n lle i.;; lll'l h:,' the collecti\e L:m11 
on which he \rnrk.s}. The rrst i-~ CU\ vr<:d b) State Bank crcJ-
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it repayable on·r 111-:?11 ~1car:' at U.S per crnt ii1lr r·.'t 
Quite cftrn the <tatv 1·<1y~ nwrc' than a third of the l<.>l:i 
cost of co11struc:tior'. The O\\Ill'f pa\~ no ~tandin;~ ,·!1:•r;~('', 
but he li:1s to rn:;ir:t:;in tl1c hou<c at hi' 0\\·11 Oj'l;!l'e. . 

The free health service and education cost the State 
a lot or money vvhich cr,uld be us•cd 

to increase '''i~£es and saiaries so th<:t people'. could 
pay for these t!mnselves. Why don't yt•:1 do !hi.,:? 

E1cCCJll'.'l~ if tLt::'"( ~\ \:i:_d ::1..'r\ ice~ had to be i·;!id fur\'. 1-:,;t,:'. 
fa111ih i1:·_C·'!~l'S ::re ' 1 i1Tnl·Jll l:l!ld thn ~l:\: l'iiI•-'fl'i1'i. t:1llkr 
the ~Oci;.il:,~t r.t.:,;·lt...' c)f r1..·111u11ciratiu1~1 fr. 1r \»erk ~1c'c'(':·t!i1~:; 
to its qu;_i1;1 1y a~:1l qi;cilit~ ), they \\ u1:ld 1-:ct l\l1 rqu,1ll~\ 
<ICU.'.>>i\.lt• ·ul ;,i) r:i(:\'l''·, :1i1d th!,, ill ltliil, \\OL!ld l!!;iJ;l' C<.'U­
l10llliC i1~cqu;:;iit-.. rncn· pro1101111ced. Prnulc \\ilil L1rc·cr 
incoll1l'-' \\Ou lei be in :1 !llOfl' a<h anL:gern;s positio11 \\,i,(h 

nt:;ard to cducatio1: am! ll!('dical assisLmr:e U1:u1 lihN.' 
\Yilh srnzd ler incoi:'.l":-. 

Our aim i:". cun:dcte ~rxial cquaiih. TLcrdoi'l' :-uch 
essrntiah <b rnedic::l, 'lr\ ice', cdur:ation ~1t all le\ cl', l1ou'" 
i11g (exclpt for co-upcr:1lin' llaV), etc., are FTJiO'cl: 111:1de 

irn!cpe11drnt oi incun:c. Gt'i11g free, they are cquCJlly accL·:> 
~il.Jle to c1ll. 

Js Soviet society becoming a "consumer society"? 

We take it that the quc,tio11 refers net to consu111p\ io!l 
a;: a mc:rn' for the ·'"t i.,faclio11 of one's ncccb, but cu11~t:111p­
tion as ;m (·ml in ;h!f. :1 cult of !hinge.:. 

Thlrl' are no u\:icdi\'' rea'OilS for :cuch ;1 chc111(c i:1 '0-
cialist socil'l'. Tk.rn11<u111cr rncntalitY is C<'L'J1t;:1ih ah:11 
to this ~cYcict~· \\hi~L c.\.:iit:--: tna11 and Lis \\uri..:., 11ot ~11li11g.~. 
a11d ::'ds 01:t 'to c:c 11'>.'. ,. <! liari::o:1'.0Ls de\ eloprncnt of {he 
indi'. :dc.1;d. Su\·id , «ple ;1rc l 1 rm:ght up in this \\ay, be­
ginni11g lc:rl:. in Ji iil the iarnily and at sci1ool-a1Hi arc 
inlluc11cnl through likr,1turc, the mass media a11d parti­
cipation i11 ma~s org;rni1.a1.ions. 

l\cHTthde'~. it Jiac.; to be admitted that \\'C arc not e11lire­
ly \\ ill:out people \\ho lian an obse:::sion iur '·co1J<L1111er" 

acqui~ition. Thi.< i> l'LC<1usc incomes (\\l' ha\e mc11tiu11ed 
that rull income~ ii: t 11c SU\ id Ln!o!1 (Jcuble enrv fifteen 
years) f;J'O\\ iasttr lh~.:1 ~0111c c1t1ze:!s mc11tal l1uril'.C:lS. 
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The chances for ;~li-rrn,:1d rk\eloprnent. for broadening 
one·, ou Uook and t ;; \, i 1 ig ii nwre \ igornus part in social ac­
tivities grnw faslrr th<o:1 tlil' dccirc of soinc to use them. This 
disproportion may he c:. prcs,ccl in different ways, one of 
them being a pa:-:sion l·uying things to 1.he exclusion of 
all C'lse. 

Unlike the situmioi: 1i t!w WesL in !he SO\·ici Union. 
when Uiis ob.cr:·ssion \\it!: tl;ings occurs, it is in spite of so­
ciety ;rnd not a.s a logical outcome of its de\ cloprncnt. lkllce 
it is a]~.o much k-·~' comn1011 i11 this country and is gennally 
deplored. 

Have you any fashionable resorts in 
your cotmtry, and, if so, who uses them? 

Our rnost popular rc~.ort.s sa11atori2 and holiday home.-; 
-situaied along the cn;1'h of the Black ;md Baltic :c:ca . .::, 
in the C;rncasus. Central A'ia and in the ~nuthern Ukraine 
every year take appnnirnately SO millioll peuple, or ne<Jrly 
one-fifth of the popula!io:i. The people going to these re­
sorts obtain youchcr.' through their trade unions or through 
health agenciesentiiling them to accommodation and board_ 

In most cases they haYe to pay only :~m per cent of the 
actual cost, the rest hL-illg rnet by the unions from the so­
cial insurance fund;;. Tlic,;c funds are allocated from the 
state budget and distrilrnied by the trade unions. A hvo 
'Neeks' stay at a holiday home subsidized in this \Yay costs 
the user on the arernge fi\c per cent of his anrage monthly 
wages, which, of course, is \ ery cheap. 

Holiday resorb are reg<irded as a social sen·ice, not a-; 
a commercial proposil.ioll for making prof1t. 

To what extent are books, theatres, museums, ek. 
accessible to the ordinary Soviet citizen:;; 

The annual aitcnd:mce figures at mu:::eums come close 
to half the populaU011, alld at theatres, concerts and per­
formances, the atie11da11ce exceeds the total population. 

It is significant that the s1m'acl of television (in 1975, 
ihere were 74 TV St'is per 100 families) has failed to dimi­
nish interest in the tlwatr<:, concerts, cinema and museum'. 

The results of a sur\Ty conducted among \Vorkers i·n 
Chelyabinsk Region (tbe t'rals) show that 95 of 100 wm-
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kers \·L-.;it r: =) ci1:cln~i. 1\'.~)-U1ird~ c~o to pla~·s ~i11d c·~:!1_'tTt'., 
and th:~1rl'- (:11 re0(~ ~ :-:n:\:-. 

Sixt\· n.,_,r l.'Cnt of ..,,_:,ri\ 1 r~ Jr! S\ ,__'fdl'_J\ )k ~1::.: >:;~~i:1ii 
Tagil {.::i:~L i:1 tl1e L·l~:)-:; h;1\·e t:1~·!t O\\·n hun:\_l i!!~::i1 !'.__'")_ 

The pidLl!'l' 1:0 simili!r i:1 other p:;~t-; of tt1e S0\·i,:l l 11iiJ!J 
as \\ e! l. 

So, id citizens r·2:2:! 111or2 book~ rl:an '.lmhrnh L'l ,_. in 
tl.Je \\. rl,I "]·;. i ""•···r·1•·,·j· l1\· l'\:;··:ci··,) ~101-1 ''~-)· •. ,,.i -l,C . U:!~l ll ii'.:-,::, •_L1.11~ •. [1._'.._ w •• ~L._)\,_.,_ 11~-·~t:~' J,!',l l11· 

avcra~c ic~:nily sub:-::criLiL'') to four pl!riodical.s in ~Llciiti<>11. 
The\ dbu \ i~it the ci1willi.1 more often th::1n am J.1lt!' else 
in fr:c \<orld. · · 

The a\ crLi.~e So\·iet c·itizL1 ll goes t(J the ci11en;a L..:. ti11~"~-~ a 
vear, \\hie li :S three tin;'c'" illore tkrn ll1e Uf:'.'..ire ioi- ciil' ;_ ·11i­
ted S~alc', ~i:--: tirnb n;orL· th;m in Brit:1:n {i:1d Frnm·::, a11d 
nine ti1w·-; more tli;:1n i11 West Ci,·rrnatl\. 

Tl:~re i' <. t\\·ofold :,·.\pla11ation tor. the-;E· Lich . .-.-i1ich 
testify to the broad accc:;s io cl!ltlirai m;:(·t:i:i 1..::_; c:1iu\(•d by 
Sm il't citizen:-. The Jii-,t i< cconurnic. B·~}Ok:., pcTiullic;:ls, 
theatre <111d c!: 1 e111a tick~1 l>-;, ell'., ar~_· rnuch cl:cc..iJ~·r ~ ·-_·!-1..• than 
in U1c \\'e:-t. :\ tic!.;d Li t!w ci11e1r:1 C(hl' :it t~l'.)'t /!) :. ~jll"c·i':i 
(93 A111, ric:1n cents). :\ 1 il.'kd lo the ;:;;1L<:oi T:w;;.1 '- is at 
1110:-.t ~L.) rouhl12s (-L7 .\n:t\ric.'Jn l:~-i'.l-1r~). ~\Jtllrl~ll>·· t11e 
ticket pr]1__'f:-: bc~:ng \\ '.1tJt t!1ey art\ i1ci~r:t __ •r ttic ~f1c·!~ n_'~ 1~or 
n1u.;;eu1:1~ ca1~ ('O\·er thL·ir l'\PCllSt'"i. !:"t1c~ are ~uh:<idi?.:cd 
by tlll· ~l:ik. 

Tile -._r'co:~d rea~.0;1 ;:~ th:1t in :-;ci..'!~11 t'.t :;ociety thl· ctiltu­
ral dl'\·ciupn1·~nt oi l:,_, popuiatin11 ;-; c'ncouraged li: c'\l'ry 
\\·ay, cd~t~'at:onally ~.-, \'.~:ll ;1~ it1._1tL·~·i~d]\·. 

/\re anv ":11:·1nftd,, n1 ... l.J!cines rnan~_ifa('t·_p·ed 

in th;: USSR~:, tiu~N is th:: ~tu:1dard of 111~(~~~~nes 
~111~! ntL~r p. e~1u~'lt!0'.-~S cont-nl:rd? 

1 \ t i: () !~ ~ ~ ,2. i. !1 : '. ~ ; , , _, _, . 1 r ::. n~ .=._ :; ' '.- ~ L' : ~ ' ;- '- · : 1 l : ~ l \. 
IIH:di~il1" f).::!r~1: ',; i11 ~ 1 ,~i~ cli-- '--"~~j;·:ll' ~ ·~c 
to it~·. r._··. t'L:tdl~ '.~_:. __ -,, -~- ·~'.-_ L<'--i~·:._1 · _., ~t pctt~~:.-nl ':: ;.'-'-- l1L 

\\/;_: h:l\'(_' ~i ·,t'f\' l ,, ..._.'Il1r~)] ',. ,·:· r:~-: ilLl LI·a,:.L:;·' ;::id 
USC of i:~t·t_ij._ in_2:::, war __ ~ 1 ·;~ ,'\ :_'tl r·::1:_ ~d -,'.·2 fClJ.\~'i2;;1 :-,'.-, ~~k~'--cl 
n1e(_li·2li:!,~ .. :nd pr'.';'_1'.·::L' l 1J \. .1):·;.:~~2~1~,i\·~ '.·1: ~;;:·v 

tests. 
In ~he CSSR ~:· _--_>_ i ::_'~ ~;i~,\ '.J '..--·r prcpcE·;: ·r;~:- d~··2 

tested ~Latt.: &~--=-::~:--· :~Lit L~·'J il'Jt d lII~d!: 'i~1~ly 
in an:. \\~1y upon :h,_· plc.k2s \\·l:\,:i .. 2 th2sc preparL~liCJn:.:, arc 
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manufactured and JLU~l be special!:, okayed by the USSR 
i\\inistry oi Health lid ore they go into u~c. The final approv­
al is made by the Flwri:iacoloi.J:\ C:o11:;:1 ittee of the Depart­
ment for the IntroJuction of :\c\\' ,\\cdicincs and ;\\edical 
Equip rnent. The product ion of n en a single mC'dicine, 
und medicines are de\'eloped by ~cores oi reseJrch insti-
1utions, can be starteu unless it is first appro1. ed by this 
Committee, which is subordinate to the ,\\inistn oi Health. 

To illustrate \\e ma\' cite the case of ftor.afur, a new 
anti-cancer preparation. which the Institute of Organic 
Synthesis of the Lat\'ian Academy of Sciences de\'eloped 
in 1965. In co-opmition \\·ith physiologists, biochemists, 
oncologists and pharmacologists the Institute staff spent 
two years anaJy,ing it:; properties and side effects at first 
on cell cultures and then on animals. All the data obtained 
were submitted to the Pharmacology Committee. After 
this body approved the preparation, the staff of the Insti­
tute of Experimental and Clinical Oncology of the USSR 
Academy of .Medicine worked out the specific ways in which 
this preparation should be used and in which cases. 

The results obtained through treatment of a restricted 
control group of patients with this preparation \\'ere again 
put before the Pharma co logy Comm i Hee, which after a 
second assessment of its \\·orth and of its effects on the 
human organism, recommended its inclusion in the State 
Register of Medicines and Preparations. 

Listed in this register thus far are 2,500 medicines and 
preparations. For comparison note !hat sold in Spain, 
Brazil and France are respectiHly 23,000, lc±,000, and 
11,000localh-rnanuf2ctured rnedicine:o besides se\eral thou­
sand ioreign--madc preparations. \\'c regard this not as a 
sign of backwardness but only as denoting our more strin­
gent approach to nC\\' medicines and preparations. The 
centr<1lizcd system v:e ha\'e for bringing them inio usage 
is in the patient's interests. It pro!eds him frolll the sort 
of thing that Prada], a leading french pharmacologist, 
meant when he s<lid !hat in his country l\\'O out of every 
three medicines and preparations bough\ are e~eless while 
some are simply harmful. 



V. SOCIETY 
AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

What classes are there in the USSR? 
Do any contradictions exist between them? 

S(1\ id '.'Ociety is made up of tlw 1\·orking class, the ('01-
\edi\e [armers and th(' in tel lil-(c11hia 

ThE·rL' are 61:2 workers :md !(i~ pea'ants to eyer~ thou~­
and of the population. Toda) al 111o~t :37 million peopk 
in 1lli::; 1.:ountry clo braim\ork. 

111 the ,\\ar:\i:-.t \ ie\\ th<:' main \ <1rd::-tick of cla:-.s id<:'n\i­
ty j, n"iationship to tlw 111ean:; f;i production. 

\\'L' disagree \\ith t]Joc.c \\ho p1'1l'L' other characterbli1.·s, 
ior i1L>1;ince, t~1w of 11ork. tirst, <is in that case tlw pre­
si<lt-11\ <i!lll clerk 1wJrkinl! in llw ::;nn1e corporation "iii 
fall inlo the same 1.:a\eg"or: 

l\ is prccisel~ th<:' l'hiradLT of 011·ncr.--hip that deli1w, 
tl1\' l·la~c ~trudure oi ~ol'iety a11d t!1L' iorm in 11liid1 pru­
fit, an· obtained and alloth•cl. llw So1·iet l»\ample bl'Jr--, 
U1i> out. Th<:' abolition oi pri1 atv 0\1 rwr~llip of tlw 111e<11h 
oi pr\>dudion led tu a dret:-ti, cli:111:.;:c· in the class strudmv 
oi our society. Tlwrc c·c;H·d tu hl· ii J;111 downing class and 
tile urban and rural bouq~eoi,;il\ :ind t lie di\·ision of peopl;· 
inlu ('Xploikrs mining tlw prirtl'ipal 1m•ans of produdio11, 
and 11011-owning exploikd no longer exi;;lt.'(L The ba~i~ fc,r 
c1a~-; anlagoni'.'ms und l\1c· 1.·lch' s\rnl-(gk \la:> eli111inal(·d. 
Tlie inlelligenbia ha, :1t \ l'r ht'L'l1 1 iv>.\L·d b\ u,.; a'. a l'la~'. 
but onlv as a stratu:11 u[ ,;o,·il'l\ · 

The 'c!as::; di~tinction, t!i:1t ;till t-xist in the L'.SSR ·in 
the d1:1racter oi \\ork :rnd lik ~~\ \e", in income leveb ;mil 
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1lie like f:ir from dl·l·l'l lli.ig, are, on tl1e conir<•ry, gr;1r!ti;il­
ly di~;,ppcaring. 

Tlw cliiTt-rence ii~ l d·"' ;11 ional lncls is like\\'i~t' di<..;1p­
pcaring-- ~.irKc all \ <illi1.'' p,·ople in tmn1 or countn ac­
quire ;!i kast a f11il ''"'()ndary schoolin~~· Jn l~J:!~l. iH of 
C\U-\' 1lim1:;ancl \\'orkcr> ;ir11! 18 of ncry thou.~and ccillcc­
ti1.c f;;ri:wr~ lrnd n hi~J1c•r :ir 'l'LO!llliT'.· cduc<Jtion; in !C)7fi. 
1lll' li~:urc> \\ere re:-cpv1 ti\ l'i\ 71;) anu ,cJ37. 

,\, fu peasant ill< Tl' c~. \\ lii(·]J fur hi-.,toril'al ]'(';1,<111~. 

h:.~·l·:: frH :1 long ti1 11c !"t l1':.1d t:rk11c inu;1~ 1 l'~. ;m· 110\\ v!in:­
J.ir;~ ;11 a l<Jster r;lll'. \\ i1L \;1,· rc~u]t th:.1t the g<Jp i~ nw­
r.:'.\ in.c;. 

Tlw ':lil'L' holu~ f<.'r l (\c'.,cho\d ct1;11iort'- ;:nd C0!1\c 11i(·n­
n·:;, L·;11·u :- :md job oppor unit it·~. ,·unditiorh for lci,un­
ti1:n· ,l\'li\·itit~s, ctr. 

O!illr distinction'-', c~pc·ci:ill~ hl'h\'H='l1 rncntal ;11Hl 1na­
nt,,,! !<1Lnur. are al"o un 1\1,· \\·;n 0111. 

Orr thL' \\hole \\C arc \\ ilm~:ii1g J process that i:- rl!aL­
in1: our :-o,·iety more ;ind 111orc ho111ogcneouc., a prnn·~, 
1lia1 ~te111s from both ohjt><'li\ e fa,·\orc:- <md the purpo~dul 
elrori of the Cornrnurfrt. Part\ and the So\iet Stall'. 

Is there any truth in claims made 
by many Sovieto!ogists that -the USSR. has an elite:' 

Thrr<' is not a grain of truth in these claims. In 1Jii:-: 
rnun1n· \\<.·do not lia\,~ an1 thing in the \\3\ of an eli1<'. to 
\\hil'l1 -Jn'l'~~. \\Ouid lw clo;cd or be made Jifficult fpr "the 
lmHT rnngs of the soc ii! I ladder". 

:\:::on~ present II!l'!lrl:,·r~ ni the Smid gcwcrn111cn1. 
tlwn· b Ll !orrner churn \\orLcr, ;:n automatic 111ad1inc 
~.c1:cr-up, design u1c:i11ctT, :i fitter. a lrwo111oti\l:' drin·r 
ei~~isLrnt, a pilot, a11 clcl'ir\,·iz1n, a carpenter, a dr;iughh­
rn:111, ;md an unskilkd L1hrn.rL·r. Sc\'cn in C\cry 1c:1 ,\1i­
nist('rs <ind State Co111rnillLP Clwirmen bt·~;an 1l1(:ir caree~s 
:JS ordi11ary workus or farrnus .. \\ore tbn half llw <kpt;-
1ics 1o 111<:' L1SSR Supreme So\ ict, the supreme body of 
~t3\e )lO\\H, are lib.'\\·i~,· \'. orh:rs and farmers. 

Thtse are facl$. 1 Ill' prnple \\ho tocla~ hold the highest 
po~ts in the countr~ \\<:rt.' not "destined at birth" to do rn. 
They h;::d no spec;al l1011<c training, no ~,_hcoling.at a priv­
iltf(ed college or uniwr~it~., of \\hich the USSR has none, 
and were not membcr:i of any exclusi\'e pri\ate club, \\hicl1 
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Hke\vi~;e clo not exi~t in this counirv. r\obod\· e1er instil­
led in then; the idea ,,·ere bor-n to rule- ar.c[ ;~o' ern. 
They achien'd hig-ll office thanks to prmen orga11Lc2tional 
ability, kno\\kdgc, kno1\l1m1, indu~;~ry, an u1,clfi~h and 
responsibie attit11d21'1 o'.lwrs. The\ ha\e not heen imested 
\vith any 1n3ncJatc to pO\\-er "in perpelL:ity", and cornprise 
no special ca:'te i<olated from, and Yirtualiy cmaccounta­
ble to, the re~.t oi societ\. As is the ride at e\en o'.her exe­
cutive le\ei, the\ \\'ill- be reliend of their du-tics ii they 
fail to cope \1ith- their responsibilities or abuse the trus-t 
reposed in them. 

Do you think the nationalities question 
has been solved in )Our country? 

Yes, 1w do. On :\o\·ember 15 (:\o\·. 2, Old Russian ca­
lendar) 1917, the ei::?:hlh da\ after the Octobff re\·olution 
had e~ded, the ne1\ So\·iet governn1 ent publL-hed the Dec­
laration oi R ighls oi the Peop Jes of R u~o;sia, signed by Le­
nin, \\·hkh proclaimed equality and :'O\·ereignty for the 
peoples of Russia, their right to seii-determination in­
cluding st'ce~:o:ion <md the creation of their O\rn independ­
ent slates, 1he abolition of all national and religious 
privileges and restrictions, and fre·: and u;ihamperecl de­
velopment for the national minoritie~ 

In this fashion, in the firot ie\\' days after the \ic:tory 
of the ~ocia]iq re\olution, the people;, of the former Rus­
sian e:r;nire ,,·ere dinTted from the ;Jath of nwtual enrnih, 
hosti!il; <ind :.n1tagoni~m and soon bet;"rn to de\elop rela-
tions b::N'd on n:utuz1i help and co·Oi"c'-ation ;; thern-
seh'e',, E<1:-Ler \\'t~ r~ot~·d the n1aie_n· Ln E:'.linii-
nating ti in lh(~ lc\Tcl of lh.,eir l~--·o!:;J111ic, ~ocial and 

Tr'.·(' ._·( __ 'ff-..·ct ::;oJL_,_iu:~ e\-ol\('Ll ;(1r ::·L· n~:tiJnalities q:__~es~ 

~\~~ 1r'';. 11'' :,!;:'rn~c~:\:~ ;i~~~ 0J 1\\~~\n't;~n °~; t l~~./:~ll};i~~i~~;i~~ 
Republic,, ur the LSSR, which is 2 federation of fifteen 
!:otistituenL republics. 

/\lutual assistanc~, pr~\~rc:1nn1cs cn8.b!ed 211 these repub­
lics to build 11p r;wderr: i'e'.- ircl~1s•rit-~, train their own na­
tional skilled \\C•rl'L"rs and inte:i , and prom:.ite 
their m\·n cullure, r;c:~i:::ir1al in for:~:. anc'. socialist in con­
tent. fllany iormerl:. Lack\\ard reo{Jles by-passed the ca-
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pitalist stage of den•loprnent and trnb2rked at on(e upon 
the building of ~cci~ili~m. 

Kir.E;hizia pn~-l::h a ~triking- e:.::ifliple oi the effects of 
the cultural revolution. Before 1917 only one out of every 
fi\'e hundred Kirghizians could read <md. \\rite. Today, 
i!literac\ in this reoublic has been Yirtualh rooted out, 
and to e.nry ten tho~1:oand of the population there <:re more 
uni\'ersity and college students ihan in the CSA o:- France. 
Scienti fie and re~earch establishments haw on their 
staffs up\\·ards of 2,-100 Kirghizians with the academic 
degrees of Doctor or Candidate of Science. 

Literature and the arts in Kirghizia have made anrnzing 
progress: where once there \\·as no \\'ritten alphabet now 
there is a national literature and opera and 5yn1phonic 
music. 

There has been similar head\\ ay in the other national 
republics. This So,·iet e:.:perience has attracted tremendous 
attention abroad. With the result that at the height of the 
tourist season thousands of foreigners flock to the Central 
Asian republics to see with their own eyes the changes 
\\'hich they had only heard or read about and \\ hil'l1 they 
could hardly belie\'c. 

Do you have any national privileges 
or restrictions? 

T\one of any kind. Article 12.'3 of the Constitution of 
the USSR stales: "Equality of riglils of citizens of the 
L'SSR, irrespectin of their nationa Ii t y or race, in ernnomic, 
gonrnment, cultural, political 2nd other public activ .. 
itie:;, shall be an indefeasible lCl\\ ." 

The second part of this article stipulates: '·.\ny direct 
or indirect re~triction of the rights oi, or, con\cr.~cly, the 
csL1blishment of direct or indirect pri\·ilcges for citizens 
on grounds of race or nc:tionalily, likc\\·i:;e any ad\Ocacy 
of racial or national exclusi'.·ene'.'-s or hatred and contempt, 
shall be punished by la\\'." 

Are "mixed" marriages common? 
How are they viewed in your country? 

One out of e\erv senn families in the CSSR is the re­
sult of a "mixed" 111arriage, \\·hich are comtantly increas-
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Ing. TIHI"- Dllt' out oi l'\l'!\ 1i·.1· ::,;irr:;1~'-'' in the Ukrai11t', 
L:it\::1 :i1td Kazakh)lan. <ind c111,· Oll\ f\l ,.,,.n iour in t!1t· 
,·iti<'' '111d towth oi C.>ntr;il \,id, i, i!ii\ed · 

\\ c 'l'l: c,LJL'h i:wr-riagv, a, Llllllriliuting to social unit). 
Th,· /;111· doc'" not i r:ipose <1111 r<.·eotrid iorh on th1~111, \\'hi k 
rhi ldr\.'11 born out of _.;u\'11 11l<HTiagl'< L·;1n choo:;e which !lil­

liot1;ilit:1 io takt' - their iat!wr'.; or 1·:other·~ on reachi11g 
tlw :11-(c of sixteen. 

"ioL·iologist, ,·ontend that lh\· pr11portio11 oi di1or«<.', 
in ,·;i,l» of ·'mixed" 1mirriagt·:-. i, 11111d1 k·." than in ordi11a­
n 111:1rriage.o.. This ;:iay be hccat:>t' 1iiurt• thought gor" into 
!ht· pla1111ing of the.;e 111arriag<."' 

May Soviet citizens marry foreigners! 

Y l'~. of •.:our.st." 01·er the la:-.t il'\\ \ear~ more than 8,U(H 1 

SU\ id citi1.ens have married iorei!-(n«·r, and ha\'e gone to 
li1c in l 10 cliffere1;t countrie-. \\illi their \\ivrs or lw:-.­
liit 11 ( !:-, . 

What does the word equality mean to you! 

B\ l'qllality •se rnPan tlw l'q11;il ri~i1h and opporllitt­
it ic·, that :,ol·i('t~ granb ih llll't11livr' '' i\hout any re"tril'­
tion 011 ground, (lf natio11alih. l'ihc.'. l'l'ligion, or .~oci;il 
c,\;i11di11i..:. 

·1 he ha,;_, of equal it~ i-, the l'ifr\'\i'.e right lo 11ork, 
\\ iti1<iut '' hich all other rigllh a11d liht·i·tib remain large!\' 
t·11q1\\ though fim'·"ounding phra:-t·,_ In this country une11;­
pl0\ ;;1rnt 11 <h dune ii\\ ay 11 it h in tlw earl~ ISJ:3(1's. The l'l'll-
1101111 ·::. t'\l'll, :-tead1 de\Tlop111c·11t ;1,-,urding to plan mea1i, 
a,,u1-.·d joh:-. in their rc:--pcl'li1v tr:i<il' or profbsion ior 1lic· 
111illi011' uf >oung pcopll· li11i,\1i11g :-.t·dmdary schoob or 
gr:i<i11ating iro::1 \tKatio11:1i ,,·l11;1d, a1Hl higher and spveia­
\i1l·d ol'<.(ll!dilr\ c.·(\t:.,;itional l'.'\;11Jlisli1m·nts. 

\ ... 11;1, 110\l'd ,·;irlin. eq11;il p;1\ for equal work. free 
he;i\li1 ~en·i,·c:o. and frt'C' p11bli<: t·dt1L"i1lio11 a('ce~<:.iblt' to evt­
no11l•, and ~odal Sl't'uril1 in old ag<.-, in the ewnt of ill­
n«,'""· incapacit~ or tlH: 1<;" o1 hrvad\\'inncr. and the right 
to re:-\ and nxru1tton. are all L1id do\1'11 in SO\ iet legi,ola­
tion ;1nd art· rnateri:1lh <h~ured 

But do not L1Lt tt1[, tu 1:1c·a11 ''e ar:~ trying to fix one 
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k\PI fur \I ages. The ~cwial i~t princ 1pil' ioll(J\\Cd in rernu-
11crali11}.( labour accordin.l'. to tlw n11wu11t oi \\Ork cirnll' ;ind 
ih qu:ilit\. presuppO:'l'' lWt<1in clil'ft·rence" in ca~h inco1rw 
k\el" hcl\\'een di!Ten·nt '"ilq_~oriL·, oi \1orkers. Also, ia­
rni!ie:-; \I ith more or Jc~,, the s<:Jlll(' incomes. may, depending 
on their size, have dilkrrnt rwr l'apita inco111es. 

So111L· other iactor, al"o ;llfrl'1 the li1·ing ,,t;mdard, of 
different people, ia1nilie:-. ;rnd, no11 and agi1in. 11hoil· l;J­

tegoril''. of workers. T<tkl', tor in:--tar1ce, peopk Iii ing i11 
tlw rigorous climatic rnndition" oi the Arl'liL' region'. <111cl 
!ht' a:-, ) d little-cle\·eloped part" of Siberia and the r-,ir 
E;1-;t. They han.' to ~pl'nd 1!1:1l·h r11ore on housing, lr<111'p<.rt. 
the propN clothe:-;, and n L'fl food. This probl(·111 doe~ not. 
i11cide1ilally, only appl~ lo tlti:-- l'Olllilr~. The s()\ iL·t st;1k 
is doing e1Trything pns:-.ihll' to provide equal!~ f;1rnma­
hle li1·ing condition~ for all its L·itizens \1lll're1L·r thl'1 
liw in Moscow, Cen1r<il :\~ia or Silwri;1. People 1\orki11g 
in c:--pecially rigorou" ,·li111ati,· l'<lllditions arc entitkd to 
,·ertai11 privileges :-;uch "~higher pay, longer holida~'· frt·e 
Lire~. ell'. 

Tlw pa) rise:; alre<td) put throt1glt and being i111pk·111e11-
tvd in this current li1L·-~e;1r period concern lirstl.1 lrn\­
;111d 111ediut11-incoml' 1wr,on, a11d fa111ilic~ and \\ill gr;1du;:l­
l1 bridge the gap bcl\1L·c11 111ini111u111 and 111a.\i111u111 'ta­
tuton earnings. Tlw innl'a'L'5' 111ade in pcn~ion,, t.;ranb, 
all01rnnces and $Cholarship ,tipend~ and in the \ol11111e oi 
free benefits and sen ice:- ilJ'l' al'o bringing ti' clo,l'r lo 
nm f.!:Oa l . 

. \::;there is too littk ,p;il'<' to de,;crihc nn1 tl1ir1.>..: 111;1! 
till' So\ id state is do in~ tu l'IH1n· a rl:'al 111c'1~urv (If ~o,·i;il 
L·qu;ili\~, \\'f:' shall han· to ,·onk11t Olif:'t'l\'l·, 11 itli th· iol­
lrl\\ ing l'\amrle. In ,ucli ;1 1 ;1,t J;i11d ;i, tlw t'SSr<. it j, ;;-c 

\('\ illl[)Q~;,,ib!e to gllarallkl' l'tjlldi job <Jl1d c'iiJ'l'('f' 1JjljlOJ'­
\1111ifi(·', identical public· 'l'I'\ in•, and utilitil'' or ~irnil;1r 
opportunities for rnl!ur;il ;l(l\;111l'l'llil'llt both in ;i hig L'it~ 
and a small runil l·o111111u11it1. I hi11·en'r. l'\Tf'I l'ifort is 
lll'ill.~ made lo brid.i:.:v llil' .:..(ap· lwhn•(·11 \(J\\ 11 <111:1 c·o1111(r~. 
1'\all\ mea:;ures the Part\ and .~o\·cr1111w11! h:11 l' 11orked 
nut in provide brtter cor]dition~ and li1·ing ,t;111d;ird~ for 
the rural population, or, ior in~tance. beiter opportu11itit·:-; 
for )Crnng people in \illageo- to acquire a higher or ,,pecia­
liZl·d ,cecondarv education, ha\'e been carried out, and 111anv 
JlJOl'C' are planned. -
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Who has the right to aiticize 
and vd10 ma\ be crit:cized 

.m the USSR) 

Each citizen is entitled to criticize the 2c1 i\ itics of 
any government aml Party body and of any ewcutiye re­
gardless of office. 

This right is extensiwly exercised in di\er-ce \\J)S in 
practice. We cannot concei\e of further social cl.:wloprnent 
\Yithout the denloprnent of critici,111. It \\ould be hard to 
find a copy of a i;e\\spaper or magazine \\hich did not carry 
critical letters. 2rticle:' and other items. On the anrage 
one out of eYerY fin items de\ otcd to domestic i-c~ues that 
are featured in. the leading SO\ ict dailies\\ ill contain cri­
ticism of something or someone. h this a lot or a little? 
The USSR has 8.000 ne\\spapers with a total daily circu­
lation of 165 million copies, of which ~uch leadi11g dailies 
as Prm.:da, Trud and Izvestia account for 23 mill ion. In 
addition, there are some special ~atirical publications­
like Krulwdil, or its national-language counterrarb that 
are putli~hed in the different cun:;titL:ent republics-\\·hose 
express purpose is to look at enry ao.pect of our daily 
life \Yith a critical eye. 

Critici'm is expres"cd not only through the medium of 
the prc,c:;. One\\ ill possibly hear rnorc criticism at the vari­
ous trade w1ion and Party 111ccting) tl:an anywhere else, 
on both affairs of state as \\ell as lccal i5sucs. Ewcutins 
at any ll'Yel, from shop ~upcri11tendcnl to 1;~inislcr, are 
obliged to pro\ idc a _-:<:tLsfactory an:\\cr to a11~ critical 
r,em;:irks <1cldrE-s~e.c to them a11d rq1~lft \', h;t has been 
uo11e ur \\ 111 te uunt: to rcrnm c tlle ~ncrtc,i:·:;1gs. 

The Soyict r\_o;Jlc's \\idc \IS(" oi tl.e r l to criticize 
5h0\YS their Lkep ~1Ecl acti\ c i11tc·rLsl int: e ,·2 ,1{ the coun­
tn <ind in the c!lfoir:' of tlie j~:, ll 11"\, f<:rn: er ci:~ -. \I iJLH' they 
1'.ork. · 

The Soyit citizen feels that k· UkLs r2n in the run­
ning of his cou:1try, <incJ this in turn ;'os:'t~c ·.\it hi11 him a 
feeling of respor;sibility. oi intnllra1:l·c f~:: 2·;: lhing that 
still stands in the•.·. 2'- cf ncrrn:•: ;!ie ;,;~c~ Yer);. thit lrnm­
pers Su\ iet society's ~:,'\ ,:;J(e tc,\'. cl'L~S ti1e accomplishment 
of its communist :c:,_z1'.s. 
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Soviet people proc'.uce the impression of feeling 
srcl!e about their future. 

What gi\ cs thf:r:i this confidence? 

Fir-;t of .:ill, they can sc·c \\Lat the future holds in store 
for t!mn, ;j~ this is contai;wd i11 the denloprncnt program· 
111es \1·hich the 11hole cou1:tn discu,:,('S and dues irs utmost 
to carry ou'.. These plans <Jr~· tl1cir plans, and lhey ri~;l1tly 
expect ;1' ;Ley \\·ere re~po11sible fo1 dra11·ing them up and 
are 1;m1 c;:rr\in£?: them out. that the\' 11·ill be reiilized. 

Sm iet society's political stability, its steady econ­
omic ad\ anctrnent ;:ind ib steadily rising living sL111diirds 
dcli\·er them from the threat of crises, unernployni::11t 8t1d 

inllalion \'.ith all the ensuing consequences. 
The So1·iet person's optirnis1n, of course, also sterns from 

experici1ce accumulated during senral generations. De:;­
piic the grim years of foreign i11tcne11tion and Ci\·i] War, 
the cco11ornic chaos and hunger rife in the first YL'ar:; of 
So\ iet pO\\C'f, or the superhuman ordeal they \\·ent through 
during the pac;i. 11ar aQainst :\azi Germany, the Soyiet 
people ncwr Jo:;t their fc1_•ling of confidence in the future. 
T!ll'i' dcic::duJ their countn· <Hlcl haYe built a societ\ of 
adv:·,,1ced ::ucialisrn, in 11 hicli c\·crything is done for. the 
good of man. 

This dot':> not rncan ollr people do not ban setbacks. 
W!to can be :'Ufe that he \\ i ! 1 cl100.'.e the right c arccr, or say, 
:,u·:·cc»-;sfulh nre:;ent one's ll1c'i' for an ac<Jdcmic dq:'.fl"e? 
There j, nc ~\ 2y of gu:irJnlee'.iig prolec1ion from [ll'f~Dt!al 
r1frforiuce or tragedies. 

ls there a conflid between th~ older 
and y;mnger generations in ynur r:rnntry? 

If vo11 t2:,e our soc ich a' a \\hole the con fl id of ~u1-
c·L1ti01~1s i·~ :::s non~e:·~i~:tci~i -a_-.; tire its nos:::ible C8U.ses. ()11-lhe ' . 
otl1cr liaLid. Ihere l~1<1Y be· •·Juc~d" rni:,~1Ldc•r::~t~ti1di1ig'."-, a1:d 
co11 l1iLts, l'~,~cciaih· \\lien 1llc older g:::11erntiori refu~e ~o 
,.!CC ·:;t 1 iJe !;';e_,t,·!~ '"J''('S i·"hiol'' "l": faci::. r,f Pie ,.Olli"' "1 ,_; L ~ • .L , -- ~· .. ,__' l ( '- L -- ' t. - l-· ...... lG • V.L 1 .' !":)· 

01 '-'hen li~e latter s1ul1hornh· in~!st Oll them. Lael; of 
tact Oll either side, the uc:;ir~ of the )OLillger generation 
io be inderrndent before the\ can really sta11u on their 
feel, lead :,, time:-; to famih .conllicts. · 

Yet ge;;erational di rTeren"ces in this country nenr in-
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voh·e problem~ \\ 1Jid1 aiTect the lrnsic :c:tructure of our 
life. On the \\lwk lht' younger gemrLltion tm\m.;cc and 
develop the ideai' of their seniors, their attitude lo our 
social s\stem, to life'.-.. gocil' and the !uturC', and cnvrQc-
ticallv carf\ Oll their \~Ork. . ~ 

Tliis co1im1on pre.gramme enables t:ie contradict ions 
that !Ul\' erunt <1rouwl \arious is.,ucs lo be tacldul ht·ion' 
they ha{e de~clcpl'li iuto \\idc~pru:d cun:Jict am] "rc\olt 
of the yowig'' ~o ch; rilctcrh\ic cf 'Gcict'·. 

You say that in )cur •ctmtry equality 
ol the sexes is l;,w. What is actually 

tfone to assure the l:t;ua!ity of women? 

[cualit\ uf tlw ".:'\CS j.; laid do\\ Ii i11 tllc l'SSE Cowtitu-
• • 1• ~ ; 1 , 1 ' 1 . • 

t1on. :.' puarantecCi t1\ U1c rein a11t lL<:;;<;a\1011 al!Cl m;1\ecr1-
al f:icili;ics, and i< ~tricth cbstr\ u(. 

P · - ·1 1 • I J.' crc1nlag0\\'L''" \\·0111c11 \' Ln a >lCOm!<lfY am 11gncr 
ellucation constitute a grrater proportion in this country 
than men. Bccau~e of the trernclillOli' \\;1rtirne losses, wo­
men account for,:)! pc'r cellt of tlie c;nirc \\crldorcc, earn­
ing, of 1..·01n:::.e, equal pay ior equal Y (:rk. '\c·te that most 
\\Orne11 en:plo) ecs arc engaged 011 i;1ttl1tctual and rnccha­
nizt:d job::< U:u-:, llwy corn prise four e1 cry fin hcalth­
uire \\Orkers, the absolute majority cf tlio.'e working in 
the field of educatic•1:, t\\'o out of l \tr\' three \\'orkers in 
the radio electronics indu.'tn·, de .. \\oi·e tha11 four thou­
sand \rn11J<.:·:1 mana'.:;e industrial pLmh a11d he;id adminis­
irat i\e ufflces, while rnorc than 2UO.Cil)i) :;uiwni~e factory 
shops and ~ecticrns or laboratories. 

So\ iet \\omen pL!y a major roll> i11 tlw country's polit-
1cul a:id pul·lic aff<Jirs, in the effort to <lre11gthe11 peace 
and inicrrnl\ional co-operation a111! in the international 
won;cn's nco\cment. \\'omen co11:p:-i,:· :31 per cent of the 
<lepu1ic5 to the l'SSR S11prerne SO\ ict, >l5 per cent lo the 
Union-rep1ulic Su prune SO\ itt:'. ill~d -18 per cent to the 
local So\ iets. For t\:e 'cJ.:e oi ccrnpuison one might note 
that in the LSA \1.ornrn compri.oe only f!\e per cent of 
those hoidi1;g ioh' in federal wd local gowrnrnent. 

The e,'.perience ci our country aml other socialist coun­
tries sho\\S that \\OlTIC'n can make a Yaluable contribution in 
many useful jobs a' \\ell as in the running of the govern­
ment. To be more ernrhatic, \\·e reg21rd their participation 
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a::: i11di-pe11sable for cco110111ic a11d ~ucial progress generaHy. 
T l10u.~h our :1c h ic\ crne11 t, u11111ot be contested, prob­

lem' 'till remain. The<c are rq~ardcd as a matter of ul­
rnost i1nportancc by the Party ;rnd State. The CPSU Pro­
gramrnt' specifically state:; that a11y vestiges of the u11-
equal 't;1lus of \\Omen i11 c\ cry day I ife must be cornpletel) 
l' I i 111i11 a !eel. 

Whal is being done to thi' en<l:J On•r the past t\\enl~ 
year' the volume of public sen icl'S has increased se\·enfold. 
and todav kindcrgmll'11s :ind ncchcs accommodate twice 
the 1111111b.cr of children :is beiore. The number of such do­
mes\ ic aids as vacuum cleaners a11d washing machines ha-.; 
trebkd over the past ten years, \1 h ile the number of ref­
rigerators has increased ~ixfold. 

Iii 111any homes today, esplTially of young familits. 
the quest ion of ''di \"is ion oi \\·ork" concerns both husband 
and\\ ife. Sociologist:' ha\c e;;ti111ated that wiws head two 
out of everv five familiL''· \l't abo note that domestic 
chore;; in faniilies \1·ith children take, on the m·erage, i\1 ice 
a~ much the wife's time, as the\ do o[ the husband's. 

Thv tenth five-year plan ha.s [;lacrd on the agenda a lle\1 
far-reaching programrnl0 for lighle11i11g \\omen's .\\Ork, 
not 011ly on the job but :11'0 al horne. The hrn cllamber:-­
of the Soviet parliame11t. the So\ ict of the Union ;111d thL· 
So\ id of Nationalitie~ kl\ l' >cl 1111 special standing com­
mittees 1.o deal with qul'stion'- concerning \10111en's \1ork­
in.t!, living ancl general condit io11s and mother and child 
\1diare. --

Even though duri11g the lt·11tli-ii1 c-ye<Jr plan periud 
male employees\\ ill coml' tu predominate in the \rnrkforcc 
for tlw first time since ilw end of (he 11 ar, female labour 
\1ill continue to play a :oignifiui!li role .. i\\uch will be clone 
to lighten their work. Of the l. lti5 basic irades, son1e 
200, re.r.:arded as being haz:1rdou::: lo the health or calling 
for ~tremtous physical e;.,:('rlion, ha\e bee11 banned for 
\\OIYJL'll. and the Ji;;t is cont imial ly ex paneling. 

A :;pccial section in the LSSR 's economic de\ elopment 
progra1111ne envisages further irnpro\cmcnt in the \1orking. 
living and general condition.~ for female employees. They 
are to be entitled to '.l partially paid !earl' lo take care of 
bah ice; up to the age of 011c· year and are to be allowed to 
\\·ork a :;lmrter day or \Veek, or work at home. 

Further efforts 11 ill be 1i1ade to case household chores for 
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\\·omen. The Yolu1n· c1 f public 'Tf\ iCl'' i> to incrc~l'e by 
48 per cent, d<iy-c<rl' ''- hools ,,·ill double tl1eir accornrnod::i­
tion, \\'hile kinde 1·~anrn" a11u crechc.' \\ill be «b1e to take 
approximately :2.b 111i!lio11 rnore childrc·11. Thi:-- di,tinctly 
sho\\'S ho\\ "fern'.ni!L'd" i:-; the 'ocial progra1rn112 oi the tenth 
fiye-ye<ir pl<i::, \\ hich \\ill make lll'\\ ;.trides tm\ards 
achie\ i11g real ccqual i\y for the sexes both on a social and 
<lamest ic le\' el. 

What do you do to ensure the rights of teenagers? 

Before they come of age-at 18-jmeniles enjoy a range 
of 1 egal pri \' i 1 egE'. 

For da\ s aiter the October re\·olu t ion the ne\\ h -formed 
Sm iet gm:ernment enacted a special decree forbid.ding the 
hiring of jU\enile' under 14. A 'pecial Child Deie11<e Coun­
cil \\·as set up on .January 4, 1919. In the grim period of 
Ciyi] War, foreign i11ter\'ention and economic dislocation, 
the young SoYiet republic enacted and implemented a se­
ries of laws to protect the rising generation. Thus, in 
;\\ay, 1919, \\hen the \\hole country \\as on the edge of 
stan at ion, free rncals \\ere pro,-ilbl icir all childr('n up 
to 14, regarJle<s of \\hether their parents \\ere for or 
agaimt SoYiet pc,\\ l'r. 

The bunrnnitarian la\\'S enacted i11 those fir1't \ears laid 
the foundation for iurther la\\'S to uphold and p.roteci the 
rights of children a11d teenager.;. Prc<mt legi.;)atin:' codes 
contai11 article.' "'. '.Tially designC'd fur cllildrl':1. Tilus, of 
the '...!16 article< !11 tli(' Labour Code ui the Rt:::esia11 Fcder;1-
tiun, -!8 are ccnc<:T:lL'd \\ ith labour prolecic'l1 2.11d pri\ ile­
gc~ ~n1d ben(:lfit:-- L,r \\·or~~in~c;· tee11a_~t.\r' :1t1L~ f('.~:1ah:' c111ploy­
ecs ''- ith childrl':1. T!iu::e, it h2s bcl·11 ;;iid c'.u\ ,, that jll\c 
11i\es ;"·o'· heh:;-.·\ '·111\ ;J:•T t\1 1 ·\ r··:·L·h ti'" ;:ic;e of 16 
J.11 ~0;11·~, ·e;ce1~t.ic~1L:l. c·,~,~·:-':-~1nd,.(;i-,I\ ,t.:1~-11 ~::itl1~111cdic:1 
pcrrni::.::'.on snd tLtt'.c unio:~ s~1nct1c11, n1~:\ juYeniles b 
hired i'l the ci \.-,, 

It i~ forb _:c:: lo use l)~l_' L:\ 1c1:1r on 8rduou.', ur 
dcr~ro:::'d "or'.; c: _;·J>s that are :-'''-•'n'.d '> l~2zardou~ tl 
the l:c;,lth. req·ci.rc: 11;:z:n-time ~:::[ 01, 1_'[,: :0 \\ork. For 
ju\·c11ilcs bEt\\ cc"l tl1 12 aci:~'s oi JG and 18 the statutory 
-U -hour \\eek is re ell ;.:0d to 36 hou i''. t huu~~:, 1_ hey are pa id 
ai the :-cc1rne lenl as adult employee::, \\it!. corresponding 
skills or qualificatic11s. 
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\\r;Jrki1~ ~ .. \t''\'iie> 1.·:,_'.ny ~o 1~1a11y h'.,:1 ;~cids, t!1at snrnc 
nrntagcr-; ":·;:.. \.ti· tu enw itd~:il, in their 5'\cacl. 
I r . ' . ·. • J · 1 • ' 

t()\\'C\'L_.\r i;~t lnl'~ ld\\ . .-:ilcp.s 11-i. • uycnLes can only De 

sJcked if cu111111i.-;siD11-; for jun·nilc atfairs attached to 
till' local Sov!cts gi\l: ii1l·ir consent. And e\·cn if a jll\L'ilile 
i' clisrnis<.eJ he mu.~l he at once gi\·c·n ;mother job of lii-; 
or lier choice. 

Though, ;:i::; \\e ~;1id, a young person officially COI11l'' of 
<1'.:;L' at 18, \\ i1en, for ins lance, he.is alile to \·ote, younger 
!Joys and girls exercise many of the civil rights granted. 
Thus a junnile author of a piece of writing or music is en­
titled to full copyrig:hl protection. JLl\eniles share li\ ing­
s1iace rights \\'ith their parents. Children enjoy property 
rights from birth-in cCises, for instance, of legacies or gifts. 

The fact that 5oc:ial maintenance and social insurance 
ha\e been extended to children and juyeniles is rno-;t in-
5trurne!ltal in assuring equality for ihe rising generation. 
Like their seniors, junnile employees are entitled to tile 
S<11lh' sickness benefits and allm\·ances and the same annual 
paid holidays, \\'hile those combining \rnrk and study are 
::ilso entitled to additional paid lea\es for the taking of 
~xam-; alld the like. 

The Dri11cinle of equal onportunit\ for all childr,'11 is 
'ully 01~erati\'.e; thu-;, tlic 'LSSR \\'.~is the \\'orld's fir;;t 
:m:ntry to practise free education at l'\'l'ry k\e!, inclnding 
!iglier edu,·at ion. 

ls it pcssi ble to purchase weapons in the USSR? 

l'.11dcr .-\:·ticle ::!!(:)of lhe Russi•i;1 Fcckr:ition's Crimi11al 
~ Jde, ··TLt\ carryi11~~:. :--1u~·ii1g, n1~1kin~~ or ~elli11g of ftre;ir:1L~, 
;~h t11(: exc2otion of >Iilooth-bore hu1itf1~:_: ~:~t11s, ~~nd aL-.:u uf 

:1;n 1uitilinn ·~nd l'\plc:-,i\·c:; \\·ithout l':~p~-v.ss pern1i_-.,~.ioiL 
) puni,S[13hh:: by a lt·r111 nf depriYaliot1 C"l liberty of lip io 
· cJ yc:1rs cir by correct i H.' l ;d1our up 1.o 011c year, or " Enc 
_1 L) 011c L:1i1drcd rot! ;,Jc-,~. 'The carr:·i11_~, storing:, !T1::~kin;.~ 
. ~cll~,l(j ·:i c11'.J·:s-..:(15 ')r n1h('r lJl·11it-.: ]-, 
1 'Lil')l

1

'~ ',~\·~~~p'~ 1'lT 1 11i,~~i~-11d-~,:i1 h\ itl 1; .• c\cr1 n.1 .. i·~:1 of 
1
.1 ::v-es 

'- " l • • i 1 , _ - 1 J ' , • , • I ; \.. ~ I...._ , ....._ j _; , ? • ~ ..._ 

"!-en:' Llk' l_-<d '.Lg o~ hlcir1L \\·eapons i~~ p~1rl uf the naLiot1al 
attire cir i:; ;'.~.~-:::;ciutcll \\·it~1 hunting; u:~c~ tra;)pi11g, i::; put~­
ishab!e by a term of lkprirntion of liberty of t:p to one 
year or lJy correcii\'e labour up 1.o a similar lerrn or by a 
fine up (o thirty rouh:(-.s." 

No \\eapo!lS, except fur sporting and hullti11g guns an<l 
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pistul-::, are ~uld iil tlli' country. I lu\\\\ er such liu:i i11g 
and sporting \1cnpo11<: 111ay be purch;i,rd only at 'Pecial 
shops, pro\ idnl the required perrnil for a hunti11g gun, 
or .'lllcll-calibr" ri tk h:1s been issucd, 11: the Cil'C of for­
eig!l nation:::'. h1 !lie l_SSI< li!tcr:;"; .\lL1irs offtccs. and 
in tf 1c c2~·c c'( ~):J', ;~ 1 ci1i1~c>P~. bY tl:L· ;1.~'~,l 11~i]itia :~L1tio11 
\\"llLI\' tl;ey li\ l\ 1--,:·u\·iclcd the\' rrc:---c i:l a LLtlllcr':: c.::rd, or 
the rncrr~::,r<,i;· ~·::rd of a ~ports clc: 1 , ,;,1,uld a ~purling 
\\c:ipon Le ir~·ci. 

E1e11 tlH211. \ \\OUid-\w hunter 1:1;1'\ 11ol be liiickr eigi1t-
cc11, nrnL ii l:t· \\anb lo join a llli11ti11.:.; >ucicty, rnu~t be 
ade to :'.::1l he· kno11 ·s bo\\ to l1:11hik ~,.uch i~u11s. 

'file :->l:·'" "·~ll~r.~ hu~1t gu11"' r~~ ~(-r ftJt~h ~t;11 '.'o1d 
<do1 , \\ lL1 :.:., r:;:; L' <111d :.1-- \\·_,;1 ~ tLc nt~n1bcr of 
l~1c Lii;;,,r·-, _;_r.: of the purcha<cr. Tk· ,.. ;\L' lnrnting 
llulJ \'. ;;; i:i1· .. i·:..· n;::i,tcr the .'cri:d ;·· :: d :~un:> in 
tl1c pc"C:•i,)1: oi iLs i:1ernbers. Hu1:\;1:;.: kni\c·; 11 1a\ like­
\\ ist: le<~ r1_!1~nd only prO\ itkd tl1:..' ;,\lllltL~-be p~11:chascr 
prucn\ s is !111::lcr's e<1rd. 

Tht ~:le cf ;i11\ type of \\·eapo111u jurcnilcs, retarded 
or 1nrntally di.<lurbecl persons, or a11:,rJJll' u11ckrgoi11g judi­
cial inqc:;r\ ur sta11di11g trial, or likL'\\ i<c any pnson pre­
\. iously com ictcd of a major offen:-cc-. i~ categurically pro­
hibitul. 

How do you combat hooliganism? 

Soyiet 5ocidy :-cecks to completely eradicate crime, 
so it does not lulcrcilc hooliganism, f1'r \\·hich tlic law °'pe­
cil'.cs yorio'.:~ pc1~dtics ranging from a '!Teall fi1~e up to 
dcpri\ation oi liberty. 

\\' e at ta ch p0rt icu I ar importance to 't:c h 111i:thods as 
social pcrst:;.;<ion cmd admonition. \'. l:icli ar.:: C\lrciscd by 
what arc :;;;crn·11 n~ cornmunih· court' .. \\;m\ offc·1Hlcrs fear 
moral ce:N1rc from tlll'ir \\·ork collccti\·e·s more than a 
lcg;;l pcn~:ll>. 

The effort lo combat Yiolations of public la\\" and order 
is carried on not only by the militia but 3bo by the peo­
ple's druzhinas, or \·oluntary ~quad:;, formed of factory and 
office \YOrkers or of uniyersity and college students \\'ho 
help to maintain law and order in streets, squares, parks 
sporls grounds and clubs. 

The members of the commissions for ju\ enile a!Tait 
that are attached to the local SoYieb 2re not only deputie 
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of lhe rc~pedi\·e Sm·id. but also rcpresentatins of pub­
lic orga1iization.' rn1d of the eciucationa: and health-care 
organs. The main purpcH: otlheextcnsin· di\er..sifled \rnrk 
carried 011 liy these bodies i~ not only to l:ri11,g pressure to 
bear on young o!Te11ders \iolating public order and moral 
<1andards, but also to pre\ent <rnti-.social bcha\ iour and 
help reform unruly junniles. 

On the whole we may say that ~'.ood pro,gress has he<'ll 
macle in fighting hooiig<rnis111. As LSSR .\\i11ister of Inter­
nal Affairs :\ikolai Shchcloko\· ha) said. "There are thous­
ands of population centre.s \\here not a single major 
breach of public law and order hc:s been recorded for quite 
a long \\hi le." 

What action is taken in the USSR with respect 
to people who are physically capable of working 

but who refuse to? 

The SoYiet Constitution ::;tates that e\cry person phy­
sically capable of \\Orking is obliged to, in accordance with 
the principle: "he \\'110 docs not \\Ork, .~hall not eat". 

Too caiegoricaP \Ve do11't think so. Our society pro­
vides its members with numerous bcnefiis \\hich \\'C men­
tioned earlier. It is only 11alural to expect ;1 >Ocialh gain­
ful return from C\ ery able-bodied person. :\otc, that \W 

consider the housc\\iie\ chores also as :;ocialh· tl.':'eful 
work. But \\·e find it hard to understand certain indh idual:o:, 
!11en, for !he most part, \\·ho arc strong and health\· and 
q11ite pll\sically ca.pable of \\orl,ing, l)ut \\lio refu~e to. 
So if \\e take a critical attitude to these i11dividuals, es­
necialh· if thev lead an amoral \\.a\ of life. \1·e feel e11iirclv 
h1stifie.cl. Wh\ 011 earth should fhcv abo lie entitled to 
these :-;ocial benefits that go to the hoiiest \\orker? Aml also, 
what legitimate means of existence do they iia\e in a so­
ciety in \\hich exploitation of another person's labour is 
inconcei\·able in principle., 

We try to bring public opinion to bear on persons \\ho 
frankly refuse to work, persons that \Ve term parasites. 
The more so, since finding a job pre:.c:ents no problem, con­
sidering the number of vacancies and the assistance affor-
lccl by rn1merous employment agencies. 

However, there are some special cases when the shirking 
f work is seen as socially harmful idleness-for instance, 
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people- who must p;iy nrnink1rn11ce for tl:: ir cl•;l(!re11 L':·:c:cr 
age, nr people \':]~~) er;~;ac;c 5olely it1 LL-::~~--·~ .1:-'.:._<ceri:1~~ 
or otlic1r crin1:1:~il :-,~ .. -~L~i~s. \\.hc11 pe:·:-_::·-.>~~~ __ - Jc·· ;~,_,;-,_, 

\1·1'" 11''1 ,, .. 1 tl•r·· .,. • · ,.;.•1rcJ 1·11 •·· :!·. ":. C!·1.'','-.· ll. l: '---!/ 1 .. ._1..._·\ ~-ll....' 1'-:tl1..)J -~· 1...~.' - '·' --- ' 

1ncd (_,1.:c\<-.:'~LY(._, , nL.i~\ \\·e rcpcl1t, ;·'-:._ •--.). L:.::i::·~· L: _, i ... :L 

for a cr1111i11w.l o;T\..·i~.")-~. 

•r 
' -- ',, ', .-. ·- .,_·,._ "i') 

\ .. e~., in t>~: 

exnlcil :mctLu 
loiJoL'.~-. 
\vell ~1s aci\·ocnc\· of 11ntion8l or 1\:1 c·\(._·r~.!~h-~11c~-) 
are :::,cen as crln1i1~Jl of~r-n~c~. Eriu~il it~ c1f i!;c _::i __ ·\':.'2' 1~~J 
not 1Jc infringed Oi1 1~0~- 1n:J:.· 21~~\ :);:2 h2 c~i_-.: . ._·r·1'.'littz~ 
agaii~>L in ony f!elJ of ~-,0cial, o~ sta~t· uc·~:\·it,, or \1..·c1r~\. 
This i:; punislrnb!c· by law, just 2-0 ;ire prosl;°tu:ion allcl 

pornography in an~.: for1n. 
\~,,.e Yi€\\. thes(J li~;;itntions as ju-::,ti fied as they !!~2ei tlic 

interc~ts of the \Yllolc of soci~ty, and C1l~o, ir.·.:.:identally, ;1,~·­
corcl \\·ith the Inll'rnational Co\·2nanb of Ci\il and Politi­
cal f?.ighls. 

Arc rrny restrictions imposed upon an editor 
in the USSR? 

'ire·~.:;,. thfre ore ln confor1nitY ,--'.:h ~10Yiet la\i.·:i. :<ci eci1L)r 

~1~~1~,,;~uc1,~1 i;~;~1 ::/ ~'.~r~;~~,~~~\ ~;:::; ;:·\~r \':::: ,~,:~c-'1 : ~:~\ 1 ~~;~ 1,·\c ,0 ~- ;·1;i~\~ 
~~fa 1111:~1\iil~~ner~i .:·;11.: i ~';,~~;}~c\ ~~;.~1 ~·:;'.1ii;;:: i ~: :1~\l,li ~ '.' (~,~'··c'~~;~1~ t ;~~~\'~ 
Sen1ili~n1, c21: :•,Jr \1:ar, or L·u:~i\ J.L.: r'.\)~-:~~-::~/(;1;~1y an cl S]­

cli 5 J, I 

\\ye bclieye l'.'.:--: i_; ~il:C:\\ '._-.,'-' l ... l~y jL:~tif.~·:_l ;:n;d cs:~2ntit11. 

Is cne abh.· to en~~ge in rrligi~,~~s \vorship 
i:i yol.~r cDuntrv? 

Cndrr th2 c:.;,sR Cons1ilL:Lo11 ''Frc:'rl•::; 0 ~ CJ! rc·ligiou'.' 
worship <rnci irc·:,•dr1n; Ji :inii·rl': ·1 :, l i:- recog-
nized for ;ill citizens. Ti:2 S\::'.~· :>:;\ intericrl:' in the cif-
fairs of reiigio~;~ org·aniz31;·-,~c:-- or pr">" ic:e thc:n any n1atc-
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rial s11pport; for their prrt, \hey do not interfere in the a ff airs 
of the :-itate. A person may change his religion or totally 
renounce it, ~ho~1ld he ~o desire. \\'l1a1e,:er his decision on 
!hat issue it pl2:.~ no role \•.hate\er in his life as a citizen. 
There is no reference io a person's religion or the absence 
of such in his internal passport, official forms or census 
fl Jes. 

Discrimination a::ainst belie\'ers in this countrv is pro­
hibited. Anyone gudty of obslructing religious worship and 
rites, provided they do not tran$gress upon public law and 
order and do not encroach upon other civil rights, can be 
charged under criminal law. Refusal to hire a person or ad­
mit him to an education:1] est:Jblishment on religious 
grounds, Jrnia ! for this re<Json of any privileges and benefits 
to which a percon is la\\fu!ly entitled, or restriction of any 
other civil rights, are regarded as flagrJnt violations of 
the law. 

All faiths enjoy identical rights and opportunities, 
reg;irdless of\\ hether they ha ye a small or large following. 
By agreement with Joc81 goyernment bodies, any religious 
congregation or associa1 ion, pro\·icled it has a membership 
of not Jess than 20 persons, is entitled to the free use of ihe 
land upon \Yhich its churc!1 or house of \\'Oic.;hip siands, 
while the building is maintained and repaired at the ex­
pense of the said congregation or association. Officiating 
clergymen are remunerated out of the congreg;,ction's dona­
tions and fees for various riles and services. The leasing, 
building or acquiring of premises for candle-making and 
workshops for the m:rnufacture of \·arious religious articles 
is also permitted. 

The Council for Religious Afiairs that has been estab­
lished to act as liason between the Soviet government and 
yarious religious associations, \Vhile not interfering in 
their internal affairs, sees to it that the respective legisla­
tion goyerning the status of religious associations is duly 
o bsernd. 

There are upwards of 20,000 churches, prayer-houses, 
monasteries and comen1s of yarious faiths in the country. 
All religious persuasions enjoy equal rights. 

Who publishes religious literature? 

All the main religions publish their literature. Thus, 
in 1976, the N\oscow Patriarchy put out another edition of 
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Uw Bi\J\c, including Lotlt tht• Old and :\e\\' Tes~o:~1rnts. 
To be published short\\ arl' th;: first yo]ume of tht' \1ritings 
of Patriarch Pirnt'n, a nu111ber of theolo'.?,"ical treatise'' and 
other ecclc~iaslical literature. Th~· perioc!'.~·al, ./1111rnu! uf 
the ;\!user•~.:,· Patriurchy, 11hich not onl\ co1-crs ec·L·k~iastical 
affairs, but abo contain,, sermon:--, tlwological l''sa1s aml 
other material, enjoys a rather large circ:ulalio11. 

The All-Cnion Council oi th~· E\·angelical Christian 
Baptist Church also regularly re-is::.w.•s editions of the Bible 
and the Gospel, a~ \1·ell as pr<11erbook::, calendar~ and hym­
nals, while ib DcriodiL·al, T!w Bru1/1erl1; Heru!i/, comes out 
in se1l'ral 01h,:r national l<rn1~uages be~icles l\u::.~i~1n. 

As ior the .\\o,le!il Fcligious Board oi Central .\sia and 
Kazakhstan, in re,:ent yl:'ar . .; it ha:; put out six editions of 
the Koran, Imam al-Buklwri's "Al-.Jami'al-Sahih" and 
"Al-Adab al .\1uirad'' hadith:-;, as ,,·ell as b111ail .\\ahmoud 
Sa1tie\ \ his(on oi tlic Kornn b\ Othman ibn A!Tan, which 
is prco,ened in ·Ta~hkl'ni. It aiso publishes a magazine cal­
led, ,Vlos!ems of 1/zc Suci.'I Eust. 

Who are the dissidents 
and how many are there of them? 

''There aren't more than thirh oi us (fo~idt>nb", Andrei 
Sakharo\· once admitted in a tall~ \\ith foreign correspond­
ents. 

Who are these persons, whose names attract in the West 
such acljectiws as "outstanding", "highly popular" and "fa­
mous"? 

As \Ye see it, these people who in the West are regarded 
a:; dissidents and "l·l!ampions of liberty", are but pa\\'ns in 
a new operation that i5 being conducted against the USSR­
and against detente too. The' prc·ss in the leading Western 
countries \\·ould ha1·e ib readers belie\·e that the dissidents 
are not against So\ iet po\\ er, but are only seeking to im­
pron it, and that i:-i all. 

This is. ala~. 1en· far irom true. 
If one took the arh-ice of the dissidents, we would not 

embark on a Jc\\. minor repairs in our home, but \\·ash our 
hands of it completely. 

Here are some e·rnrnples of \\·hat the more \\·ell-kno\\'n 
dissidents adyocate and where their sympathies lie. 

Solzhenits~n: ..... tl1o~e. \i·ho e\en beion: '-ll dreamed 
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oi nothing else th;m Jo t~·Lc up cirii'5 !'.11d lie]; tho5e red com­
lllis:,,ars" (Tile Gu!u,1' . J ·,!iifefop,-ul: hi:-, it'.c;d is 1he Fr2nco­
ist regirnt: \\·hicli 1C::1\c' 1iw Spar1iLircb a "111u.:!el dcrro,Tac)" 
(fro111 an intenil'\\ i11 ~p<1i11l. 

Kuzneisov: " ... I a111 ACu\!>.:ST So\il't ]JO\\'er" !from a 
5(atcmenl in the ne\\spaper Russ!wya Jiysl, Pari:o). 

Sakharo\·: Pinochet i11itialed in Chile "an epoch of re­
naissance and consolidation .. (irom a statemen1 to the press). 
" ... The capi'alist, but dcrnocrati,·, slates are c]o5er lo a 
genuinely human society" than the rncialist coun;rie~, 
Sakharov beliews and unres the West to "exert the strong:­
cst and most sensiti\·e l;~-e~sure on the Soviet authorities" 
ifrO!ll the book Sn/::.Jwmu 5'peoks, publi~lied in the us~\); 
it is nece55ary to place in pri1 ate li;rnds the entire sphere 
uf the ~en ices 3nd tile entire inclustn of tile CSSR, ··t.·c-:cept 
for ht'3\') industr~, frl·ight 3!1d car~'.O transport and the 
post31 sen·ice" (iro111 a Der Spiegrl digest of his book). Jn 
short, back to capitali~m! 

8ukoYsky s3id 3t a 112\\'S conference, he lrnd dreamed of 
"an <lrmecl reyolution ;1gainst So\·iet po\\'er" from chi!d­
h<Jod, "but nothing \\ill come of tl1at \\hi le the WE:st o.ticks 
to the rule that il i:; not entitled to interfere in the So\ ict 
llnio11's internal afTairs. That is prccio-ely \\hy the Helsinki 
a,~;rcement is so dangt'rous." 

.\\<1squerading as ch<irnpions of lrnrnan rights the dissid­
l'nts and, primaril), those \\ho stand behind them, urge 
an end to detente. This is \\hat it boils do\\'n to! When <Jsked 
\\·hat he \\·anted, Solzhenils\ n rkclarcd in an intervie\\ to a 
n~o.-fa:;~ist Itaiian journal:· "A crusade ;1gainst the So\ iet 
Ln1011. 

Do these persons realize \\hat a '\TUs3de" zg3inst the 
USSR \\'OU 1 d rne;m in the present circumstances? 

We can \\ell undcrc;\and the anxiety felt by the Daily 
Mirror of Londo11, \d1t'n in disgust at Solzhenitsyn's ~tate­
ments in Britain it exclaimed that \\hat this Rus,~ian 
l'migre millionaire wanted the British to do was to decbrc 
a grneral mobilization and rearm, to begin another \\·ar. 

Short!\ before the conference of the International Pen 
Club was ·to open in London, a dccument \\"as publi~hed in 
defence of the So\iet "writer" Vl3dimir 8uko\·sky, v:ho had 
supposedly been innocently sent to prison. At the time he 
was indeed in the Vladimir prison. Bul he had been by no 
means innocent of the charges brought ag3inst him. In 1963, 
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1967 and ;q/'..', unc;cr .\rtiL·\c~ /1. ! :md 19/' .) ci Lie C:1 il!'i­
rrnl Code of t!~·c R.~'::~'1~ h·dL·r:1:'.c11. b: '·'-~1> ,,11 u1,·L·cl 1D 

\'ariou:-:- ler:::~ o'.· :1,·~Li~);~ oi' liberty lor or,~:~!!: zing and 
licti\·fl: pcr1i·-~ip:1~. !,.; i11 ~:ror1!) (l~'t!;Jns \"io\.1ting public 
]a\\' ~ind order J:td for ~-r<. 1 11\\;:. ·Jr.~;!r1g the u~e of te1Tor as 
the n!ain meLhod of -;lrugglc w.(ain~t the 5oyid sta1t' ::.1 -;­
km. Jn ];;it~· 1916, lw \\as t'\[h·lkd from th~· l'.SSf(. The 
courl e~.labiichecl \ha\ 8l!ko1·~k1's )10:,tile '1C'ti1itic~ ilad 
been direned iro:n zd11oad. · 

The ::--an1c, ptople \\llo n1<lde B~ikCJ\·::ky 8 '\\ritcr". pro~ 
claimed A.ndrei -\:1iairik. 1.1ho li;;s c'I~'is;raL•d fro111 the 
ussr<, a ··L_::.ac1ing Sc_:\·~ct hi::~_orian··, l'O!lipl~tely di~rni~~ln.~, 
of ro1:r~c, thl,· fact. ti1dt u~ tlle ct~e of :23 _::\n~~i:--ik \\:~1:-:: vx­
pelll-ti ior failing bci1:11Ci in bi:' :-dLidies in hio: -ophorr:(Ji"C 
year at ,\\0::<011- l"r;i1er,i\\·s History DepartE1cnt. 

Even among .. di,:icl•c'llb" Valentin ,\ioroz has earnt'd 
the que:s\ionable repur;:iticn of a man \\ho deft'!Hls the kr-
1-orist acti\'it\ of ~he Ckrainian nationalists i\ho colL1bo­
rated with tlie'. :\azis in the pa~t 1\·ar. He tried to embcicly 
his vie1\s in the form Oi a political programme. \lhich l'm­

pha:-izcs tlw im ~ortc:nl·e oi inL·it'ng hoo:tility aguinst Rus­
sians and 8y2Jo·u:csian,, ;md urgl's org2nizing sn armed 
struggle against So,iet po11w \\i\h the military -.upport oi 
cer\ain force~ in the Wt'St. In 106G. in accordance \\'itl! So­
viet legislation .. \\oroz \\as senimced to a four-year term of 
depri,·ation oi ltberty for anti-Soi iet agitation and propa­
ganda. Aiter he had sen·ed his time, he resumed his hosiile, 
trea~-;rmable acti ,ities, for \1·hid1 he \ms sentenced to a sc­
cornl \errn. 

_,\ ]cw lilOI':' 1n1rcls abci"\ "l'\-E'ral ·'dissident"" \\l:o new 
re5i(k ou!,idc' tl-e i...SSR. :\. Gorh:10c:skaya .. '\. Galich and 
\ 7 . L\Lt\iir:OY I1a':t' al:su been proL·Lli111cd .. lcaclin~ li1erc1ry 
figurl'.,". CL·rtain circie~ in the Wl''. t al"':' rnakin'!, u:-:e of the~e 
Cn1if_;·r1,'> ior :--tjl~\-L·r~i~.-~· antl~So-.·ict ~:-11..:~i\·ity. 

()ne n1a\· iorr11 ~LJ. j,:1tJd cif idc'.cl as to \Yht-1t ::,ort of 
peopk tlw::e "1nit<~r, .. <:'·"! ··iti-:o l fi£ihters" rl'aiil' :ire 
from the fad !kic \\liik li1iii'C in \Ile l'.SSR Galkh ~note 
a play ca i led L" 'c1 e ,. u J, : ', S tu ,. , 111 d a fi li: l ~er i p 't l' n t i t !l' d 
Staie Crin1inui. ir> \\~1;:·:~ he' branded lhose 1\h1 i lnd co!ia­
bora\cd 1\i'.li 1h:'. :\;1zi:0 dt:r<ns.:: the· \\::Jr as traitor.~ to the 
So1·il'l .\\o\hei·'.ancl lLt tod~,-,. 1.ll:' l!;o;:;ent lw crcs~ecl the 
border he periorrned 0:1'. ahout-i ld: :ind i~ 11011· painting the 
life in thc S;J1 i•:t l-nion in lii::c·k ,:cl!ciur~. 
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The~e me the So·, j,:t "di~sident<'. JKr~::ms \',ho Dre of 
\-allic: on]:· to c:~~cJ 1_,~ ·:.·;.~.~ing u p~)cl1u;o~~it..:21 \\llr :.1;_::l1inst 
1hc L~SSI\, ~;~~(;i1~: l :-c:,:i(;]i~;~ .. Ligain~1 irittc-le:lional detc;~te. 

C;rn a p.:rson emigrate from the Sovld Union? 

Yes. I Jm\C\cr, the n;1rnbc.T \\ lio do is im:i£nific<11J(. The 
majority of !hem lea\·e lo join ll1eir f<~milies o;:· beL'ause !hey 
11<!\C.' ii;;:r:-icd a foreigner. 

So1. icl ia\',s ;m<l errngralion rules fully ;,<ccord \\'i1 h the 
lntcrnalio1Jal Co1.·enanls 0:1 Ci'. i! and Political P ir~his 
1.1.ilich ihc U:\ General As~e:nb!y odopled on Decemkr 16, 
l9Ui. This document si:-;te~. in pmticular, thc.t ihe ri!']1i of 
a person to Jean:'. his O\\"i1 coun1n for purnoo:e~ oi 1wri11;;11L'nt 
residence in another counlr1 ;ll<i\ be i·ec,iridc~l in cases 
!hat are rnnnected with ihe- prniC.·Ltiun uf sL11c sernriiy, 
public order, public health or rnorals, or the rights and free­
dom of others. This rnGrns th:it in some cases lhe ilcci:;ion 
to grant permi::sion to eiri!zr:iit' m;iy be put e;ff uniil the 
family settles its family :ifi'<1irs, incl!1ciin,g UL'Se of 3 rnote­
rial nature. The decision to p-ant t•xit \ isas to people in 
pc:s~;ession of st.ste secrets or \\ho ha,c re·:ently taken their 
military training in ke:: niililary proressions lil2Y Jike\\i~e 
be postponed. After the information possessed by the per­
son in question is decl<:8'·ified upcm the expiry of U12 spe­
cified period, the quesiion oi an oit visa is reconsidered. 

Diws a citizen's applic<ltion to emigrate a!Tect his of­
ficial or social standing? 

Not <J~ ci rule. The few exceptions me applic<Jnis ernploy­
ecl at defense establishmenls or institutions engaged in 
cl assi ficd research. In such c a:oe:;, \\"i th the consent d the 
lraclc union and in accordance with the labour Jaw code, 
these persons mciy be released from their jobs and given 
other \\'Ork. 

The legality of abortion continues 
to be discussed in the West. 

How do you handle this question? 

"Though I am against abortion, I believe that it must be 
permitted a~ a person cannot Le regarded as free if she is 
depri\'E'd of the right to decide this crucial issue of how 
11wny children to ha1.·e," sa: s Proies:-,or Yelena ?\oyikova, 
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the Cc['~'.ty c:~SR _\\inistcr of PubliL' lb1llh in charge 
of 11«~ SoYiet _\\other and Child \\'elfar-.: S.cnicc 

11: this countn, abortions are pe1111itlcd. Thi" i~ a n<J­

tural attitude for a state to take that recognizes the L·qual­
ity o[ the St'XC~. The law permitting abortion has eirnbled 
the harmful etkc\s of illegal abortion.; lo be redun·d to a 
rnin:n1urn, for a ban un abortion does not reduce the nurn­
ber of abortions, hut L'Ornpels \\"Clmen to resort to unquali­
fied persons for lwlp. In countries \\here the la\\ forbicL 
the artificial tcrrnin;ition of pregnancy, thoL~ancb of \\omen 
lose their heal\h or nen die. 

The modern \\On:an does not want lo be tied dO\rn onlv 
to hc'r home and L1I11ily; :;he \\·ants lo expand lwr cduca"­
tionai le\·el, assen l1ers\:'lf as an independent person, and 
de\·clop her intellectual <rnd spiritual abilities. Sociological 
sun·eys ha\'e shO\\ll that most So\·iet \\omen belie\e that 
the icleal iarnih consisb oi t\\·o or three d1ilJren. This i~ 
e\·idently a sensible approach as it is llllll'h easier to gin· a 
smaller numl.wr of children a proper upbringing. Another 
factor is thatchildhir!h, \\hich is usualh beneficial for the 
organi:-rn, ceases to he so \1·hen a \1·0111an- gi\es birth to five 
to ten children. \\'orld Health Organization e.\perb sa\· 
that after the third L'hild, the danger of death in child­
birth, diabete:--, and certain forms oi canL·er incre(lses. 

It is onl: natural for \1ornen lo \\·ant to plan their fami­
lies. Abortion:-, of course, are not the best \1·a\ to do this. 
HO\vever so far \le do not han any completely reliable 
contraceptins that \1ould not produce harmful side elTccts. 
A \\'I-IO centre to slu<h the use of hormones has been set 
up in the LSSR under -the auspiL·es of the CSSR Obstetri­
cal and Gynecologic·al Research Institute. 

Our attitude to hormone preparation' is cautious and 
tht•refore \\'e do 11ot adwrtise them <is tl!e\ afTect the female 
organism in a 11 ay \\ hich cannot be \t>rn;ecl harmless. This 
does !lot mean 11·c are against contracepti1·es generally. 
Quite a range of rnethods ha\ e bet>11 de1 ised that help to 
prennt undesirable conception-though they are not a 
hundred per ce11t reliable. Teaching \\omen hm\· to use these 
method<: is the real 11 a1 to reclucc the number of abortions. 

\\'hat 11ill also hcl-p is the remo\al oi tho.;;e objecti\e 
cau,;es that obi ige a 11ornan to terminate pregnancy. Among 
these are such gra\ e chronic ail111e11b as diabetes, kidne\' 
and heart troublt>, 11 hich jeopardize the life of an expcctan"t 
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motlier, and complicate cl1ildbirtl1 to such an extent that 
often doctors thc111selics Jh'Olllilll'iiil an aboriion. True, 
l10\\iHi<1:,.-, such c<L'C·' h;11e litco111c i11crea~ingly rarc>. For 
worne11 needing sjll:cial Il'cdical supcn ision, tile LSSR has 
sµeciill Si.lnatoriums and 111aternit~· homes that pro\'ide 
progr<llnmes designed to prepare a \10111an for childbirth. 

So met irnes, the decision to tenni11ate pregnanc~ is 
take11 casual!\' 11ithout am realh serious reason Hence, 
a dodor \\'ill al\\ ays i11ien JP\\' a 1\·olll<Jll before sending her 
to hospital-as i11 the l'SSI~ auortions are pt>rformed only 
in clinics and hospitals under the same conditions as all 
operations. 



VI. EDUCATION 
AND ART 

What sort of r,n education 
does the Soviet young person get? 

A lllli\'crsal ten-ye~ir s~ stem of :-;ccrn1Jary schooling, 
\Yhicl1 is now cumpulscn fur all both in to\\11 and cou11try, 
was put into ef':cd in 1 ~i/(). While one ca1i choose \\·hi ch type 
of secot1dan· cJucaticncd cst;1blish:11c11t to ;:i:tcnd--a [!cne­
ral educati~m 'chool, a \ r:cati011~;] or teclmic:ll tralninr,i: 
school-all of them includl' i11 lhcir curriculum th~· SL·rn11d­
ary school programme \\ hich ctiablc::: f,radu~itcs to cnler, 
if they desire, any instit11tio11 of hight•r education. 

By January 1, 1917. the L'SSR h2d a population of 
258 million. Attendance at ,Qc11cral education schools 
was 46.G million, \ocational schuob, technical training 
schools and other specialized sec011dan· ec\L;cational C'bb­
lishments l.o mili'ion and -1:.6 million respectin-ly, and 
institutions of higher learning, ft\c million. 

The best eclucatccl :::e11cr~1ti()11 in So\ iet histon· i~ cur-
rently embmking on their careers. · 

Is a uninrsal secondary education a status 
symbol or an objective necessity? 

An economic and social ncccs~itv. 
Econornicalh·, it is needed, e\Tn .demanded, b\· the cur­

rent scientific aiid technologic;il re\ol1:tion, \\·hoo:e achic\'e­
ments \\·ill not be put to efficient u~e unless the Jkr-on 
applying them is sufficiently \\ell educated. It is a fact 
that factory\\ orker::, \'.ho lid\ ca 'Ccomlary 'Choo I edurntio11 
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take half the lime to master new equipn;ent as against those 
whc han· on!; SC\l'JJ years of schooling 

Y el, in pre~c'n t-cl a: production, not en>ryone needs the 
knowledge gaine::d irorn a iu!I secondary ten-year schooling; 
many could cope \\'iih their jobs \\·ithout it. So considering 
this point \\'hy has ihe USSR introduced a uniyersal second­
ary education? 

The charactn oi work is rapidly changing and jobs 
which require a relatiYely lm\' educatio1ial Jeni are grow­
ing less. The \\'orker who may not be making full use of all 
he has learned in his iob toda\' \\'ill do so tomorrO\v. 

This is not the only
0

point. We han' newr yieY>ed educa­
tion from a purely coi1sumer angle, or the human being as 
only a participant in production. \Ve regard as equally 
important the social aspect, the fad that education broad­
ens a person's horizons, makes him socially more active, 
extends his opportunities of participating in management 
and administration, helps him to choose the right career, 
and develops a creative attitude io work. The harmonious 
development of the individual, which is what we are striv­
ing for, is inconcei\·able without a broad general education. 

What do you think of "mass culture"? 

We repudiate both the practice of dividing people into 
such categories as the "select" and the "masses" and the 
consequen-t division of cultures into "mass" and "elite". 
Socialist culture is one entitv, and in this sense it is indeed 
of the people and for the people. 

As we see it, '·mass culture" which is so prevalent in 
capitalist society, though outwardly democratic, has a se­
rious negative effect 011 aesthetic standards, and with its 
stereotype artistic methods reduces all of art's functions 
to simply providing mindless entertainment. 

In effect, "mass culture" has become a cultural com modi­
ty heavily dosed with violence and sex. "Culture" of this 
nature not only cli\•erts a person from appreciating genuine 
art and seeking solutions to the crucial issues that face 
society, but also thwarts the development of cultural dis­
tinctions of a nation. 

Why cannot art be apolitical? 

Though some artists have iried and will probably try 
to "evade" politics, nobody has succeeded so far. 
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Of cutir,c, an ar\i't n1if!hl thi11k hi:; sr\. apu1 it ic;l. ! !C\'.·­

e\ lT. this i.~ mereh an i!lu~io11. as e\en· 1.il1ic l>c 'w;;ks to 
th~' reader, \ ie\\er: or , i ''mer, he take~ a pol:tic.i'l <til1Hl. 
En·n if he is ,:i1:cere '. i1c11 lw ,:a\:: he i' i:ct imere,tL·d in 
politics, he i~ LC\ crthL :,,., imoh l~d. ;1< objccli\ e!y he side:; 
with tho~c \'.ho are cui:t~r:t 'Xi th lite e\ i.;t ing sy~tcm ;rnd is 
against those \\·ho ~c,·': \o clwn;~c it. 

How clo \\·e form 01 1 r a<'L''<!l1c11t of the interco1111ection 
bt>hn'cn ml ~111ll ;·, c.,, !c·11i11 hclie\cd it important for 
the arti.:ot to absor[• the 1·;·02·n·.;siH· \\ orld outl0<•k of his 
time so Llrnt iaith in rn;,;1, in the po:;sible erc:dication of 
~oci;il i11cqt:;,)ity and C\ ii, in the\ ictory oi goori1;c.·; <Hid 
truth, in the gi-c~:t c:n1<c· o: n·\·olu1io11, \rnulli ht·con•c his 
cot1\ iction a11d creed. Thi'. i11 cffcL't. i:-: 1he mca11i11g rJi the 
Le11i11i~t princip1e oi i 1 ~1rli.--<i11~hip in art. 

The rt.:adcr 'llld \ ie\\.c'r ,1;1:;t to i•!cct a po~iii\e hero, 
\\ho plays an acti\e rnk i11 life.\\ ho boldly ,;houldcrs the 
burdc11sof re:,nonsibilil\, \\ilo kci' iw i::. a rnakerof rfr;turv. 
This l1ero ic. the pruc1t:c:L nf life. of tl1e 11C\\ re<-ility. " 

[i,c11stei11's B(!!!f, \1 1i;J P:il;1111ul<i11. ::11 ::cuely politic;1J 
fil111 ;:hout the Ru,,i~ill re'\ olution. termed tLc \\Oriel's 
kadi11.:.:; authuritie, ~'' .. \Ill' lic::t f1!111 uf :'ll t it'' iilHI na-
1 inn--,'',;...-, ncarl\ hzdf Ct l't.:11t11r\· old 110\\·. C_Jr L:::-d~1...' S!~o1okhc\·'s 
hilli;lllt .Li 1 l .Q11i1'l fir:~·, 1i1<' Or.:: 'C!i!.'1, \'.Lich rn;1:,z,.; the 
rr<ider \\·ith tht· po\rc1r of it~ .-:ucial c·1:1d pulilic(tl gc!HTtdiza­
tiu:1s, and it:~ penetrnt i11>.:: psychologic;il arwlysec.: Ilic chal­
lc111~i11g, fiery, publici.,,ic H'r',l' of .\\;1yc1ko\sky; or the sym­
pl1011il·s of Prokof:c\ c'!](l S!Jo,takm ich \\ ith their pililo­
>e>Jll1ic;1l ccmtrnl. T all cornprise a gl'nui1;,·\\ i1'1101ativc 
iiri, \\l:ich n'\Tals lo 111<111 tLc truth about hi1;1,l·li ;:1;d the 
\\orld around w. Ti1i· i< '1rt drnw11s\ra<:i11,g hop,· <111'.i f:1i1h 
in 1:1<111 the creator. 

S(lihing raices tl 1 c· '!'iril cf a per.-:on .'0 I<:;ich (l-0 <J rosi­
i iYc :1llituc!c to life. It i-: lhc 1.a'k and 111i.-:<;u11 oi art ;:c; \\·ell 
io lH"ip man den lop thi~ ;:\I itudl'. 

What is socialist realism? 

Socialist realism is a crcati1e rnethoJ in literature and 
art \he essence of\\ l1icl1 is to prO\ idl' a his1orici:l1h· ,·oncrete 
interpretation of redit\ in ib re\olutionary cle\elnpnwnt. 
l l c111crged as the nalural CC;lltinuotiun and clc\Tloprnrnt of 
preceding trends in literature and <Jrt in conditions of the 
dra~tic changes in the p:ittern oi ~ocial rclation::ohips 
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brought about by the ,;ocialisl rernlution. by the Yictory ;illCl 

establ ishrnent of the llC\\ -;ocial ist sociel\. and b\' the new 
Jifo-a,serting role that litc:-ature and art 1ila\ in tliis socidy. 

Our ill-\\ ishers in tile \\'e:ot refuse to accept U1is method 
and seek to discredit it precisely because of its rernlution­
izing role. They mocki11gly term it as an assortment of 
"permitted" genres and subjecb, as "manacles" 011 the wrists 
of wrilcrs am] artists. 111 their effort lo smear the concept of 
''sociali"t realism", the\' stri\e to desecrate the re\·o!ution­
ary rnission in art that under I ies this concept. 

Socia!i,,t realism does not i111pu!e creati\·e pos~ibililies; 
on the contrary, it helps \\Titers and artists to become more 
acti\·ely and deeply imoh ed i11 liie, to presen·e their cre­
ati\·e indi\ idualih·. If thi:-, \HTC not ,:;o, ho\\" then could one 
explain the emergence of such leading lights in \\'orld art 
as Eisenstein and Pudo\·kin in the cinema, Prokofle\' and 
Shostako\'ich in music, Dei11eka and Saryan ir1 painting, 
Obraztso\' and To\·stonogo\' in Uieatric art, Utyoso\· and 
Raiki11 in \ arietv, or Llano\ a arid .\1oise\'e\· in the ballet. 
And there arc• hu.ndreds n1ore. They are ail striking per.->on­
al i ties, e\ en· one of \\'horn would adorn am countn in the 
We\t. . . , 

Here lies the authentic po\\ er of socialist real ism. 

How free are avant-garde artists 
to create what they would like to? 

Are they able to exhibit? 

Beh\een 1974 and 1976 \\'e had six exhibitions of wliat 
are known in the West as a\ ant-garde or non-conformist 
artists. The interest the\' at first attracted \\·ancd noticeably 
later .. \lost exhibitors \~ere :o,e(·11 !J,· \·isitors-as comments 
in the Visitors' Books sllm\-a.-; ···hungry for sensational 
fame'', "ayid for attention", "unsuccc~.-;fulh· and blind]\· imi­
tating Kandinsky, Sahador Dali, or Chagall''. Of cc>urse, 
there were also fa\ourable reactions. 

Some of these painters. the minority, show real talent. 
Among lhcsc artists who are searching for their own style 
and technique are Dmitry Plavi11sky, Vladimir Nemukhin, 
Vyacheslav Kalinin, Dmitry Krasnopedse\', Alexander 
Kharitono\', and :\ikolai Vechetot110\", each of whom has 
his U\\'Jt method. Some of tlreir works ha\·e been purchased 
by the L'.SSR Ministry of Culture. 
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Who defines the standards in Soviet art 
and how is this done? 

Anv aciC11rnt lo ((j\ crn adislic crc<1ti\ it\' or rcpre~.ent 
the \Yo.,rk uf i c:~h' ~1rtist or \\Titer :_1~ tL~ criierion \\·ill not 

\ l'.·1 1~'0ra of Jiicra.t:.:rc or ~=rt. To recognize 
L >,~:_•::d>:~:l. Lu ;:Hl1nirc, .'t~•:akc:n >~kv and 

ig.nore Bled~. i;; 1.\ rc 1 !'..~,· !-~ry.:,·1.:\ 0r, it L: iblC and dcs-irablc 
to look for tllt-: L:~'~;t \.,:,.Lt~~~ i11 6rt lit1._T<tture a11U to try 

In thi:-- cc~:11ti~.,_·, ~~,L-1L~~:l (1\\-l:rds uf L~nin ;111d State 
Prizes are ~i\-fil fer: ll_ ,L -L~·L.._~i11g \\·urks in 1 i1_t.:Tatun_• aL;d art. 
rrhese \\drL-.; could Le· (OL~iJl'rcd as i11tJdcls of tile 2rt cf 
:c,ociabt rc.Jisni. Tl.,, arc sub111itted b\· rrofc:<u11~il as­
\ccia0Lio!1~ cf crl<!li\·c ·\\·urkc-r~ .. that is, l,nio::s of \\Titers, 
architect<, or cu11;:1:,•<;·s, b\ l0 ditoriul beards of yarious 
public2iiccs, cl1an;~1 co:~lJJ'-lnic~, or ~lZliT~, of puulishing 
hcuses and librarie,;. The \\orks then ae JL,cus.~.cd in the 
press, \\'itil the <'cli'.c pcirlicip?:tion cf the public. The 
Lenin and Stale Fti1:e Currnnillc-es rccci\e thous:;ncis of 
letters di.·:cussing tli1° n:erib cf the \c1ric;,t:'. \' crL:. ,\ftcr 
they h;l\'C' discu~.--(:'.d all suggcstio11s 011d foi4 ~11c'd their opi .. 
nions, lhe Cor11111iltvc 111:.=,n1bcr~, y'.·bo CJ1"2 c.L:--~ii~.c;ui:--hcd \\Ti­
ters a11d ~:rtist-..;. :::vi'.~ct th~ \\·orthiL~t c~11~clil'..~alf_·~ for the 
prizes. Hm\e\ er, ll:i.; doc.; not ::t :ill 11CJJ1 that the prize­
\\'inni11~~ \\crks :::ct a :.otandard 1\·hid1 must Jll'd'.';sarily be 
followed. 

How well off financlal!y is the Soviet artist? 

The prcfc.ssior1al artist liws by his \\Jrk, selling his 
paintings to nn1sc·ui1h ;rnd ~~alkric:, or c:-;ccu~ing commis­
sion~ for bctorie~ awl cfhc:'. His inco111r ::.]so depends on 
the USSI~ Art Fund, \\hov_o 1(1:.1 prcr:L-11:aking enterprises 
employ more than :26,Cil1} ani~t'. 

Thanks to its ;rnprc,~sin· finJnci~:l resources, the Art 
Fund i:, i11 a po,ilion to ilr1ancidl:· L:''ist Il!e111bers in need 
of sucli hdp 01H.i gr<11;i. thrni rerniJilCilt lo:i;is \\hen they are 
temporarily unable to \\erk. Simila loans are awarded to 
the aged, and to artists' \\idm\s. The Fund also lends in­
ti:'rest~frelc' surn.s for 1he building Cif ~tudios, housing co-ope­
ratiws, organizing spc:cial a11111y,L~:ry celebr~:tions, and 
the like. 
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Tlrl: Fund l1a-; L1L:ilt c!e\·en facilities for rest and work 
for mcrnbers of llw .\n i::.:s' Cnirn1 who are e11titlecl lo a 
h 1:0-111011tl1 sun ':. iti: fuil boJrd. llinlic:il care, studio ::.p;:ce, 
and artists' Scijljlk";. Tra1el expenscs are paid for. Arti,ts 
may <Jlso take m:1nlwrs of their families ;ilonQ \Yith them. 

·The Fund earmarks Lirge sums for exh-ibili81E, the 
purchase of \1·orks of art, the build in.::; of e;,h:bition h;;lls, 
:rnd subsidizing of trips t(J gCJther bacl;gi-,lllncl rna:Frial for 
comrnissioned 11·ork. Fiuci;Jy', ti~e Fu11cl orr~ilnizes tlic:: s;de 
oi 11·orks of painters, sculrtors, grnphic arti;;L,:;, £lllcl crafts­
mc-11 working in the applied arts througli a ne1\\'ork of 120 sa­
lons plus a special C'>.:port salon whicli is the country's 
sole agent in sellii1g \\orks b) So\-ict artists to customers 
abroad. 

Will a Soviet poet be able to make a living 
from his poetry alone? 

Yes. Verse is paid by the line, from 0.7 to 2 roubles 
(0.93 lo 2.7 US dollars). The rate deµends on a work's 
quality, the talent, and reputation of ilie poet. 

The normal ecl it ion of a Yo! ume of 1 erse is l 0,000 copies. 
But should the printing be larger, tlie author \\'ill recei\·e 
additional sums as for a second edition. Thus, should the 
printillg run to ~0.000 copies, 1d1icli i~ incidentally rather 
common, the author \\·ill get 60 per cent of the full rate for 
the second 10,000 copies, another 60 per cent for the third 
10,000 copies, plus 40 per cent for the fourth 10,000 copies, 
and ~)5 per cent for tlK: fifth 10,000 copies. 

S\Jould the ccliLon be less than the Lhllal 10,000 copies, 
which i~ mostly t'.1e case of poetry in the languages of the 
national minorities, the ;wthor \\'ill 11c'.·ertheless be paid 
the sarne rate as for a lU,OUU-copy edition. 

t:ntil the pod h<1s enough poems to mnke up a collcc­
tio11, he will usually publi~ll them sep:1rniely or in a series in 
3 111ag:1zine or ne\1·~p:iper, for \vhic.h lw will be paid by the 
line. But \\·h:::t lwppc11' -;\i0uld o poet fall iiP The USSR 
Wriic:r.-,' Cnion Ii;;., a Lilcran· Funci~much the same as the 
Art Fune! ofihe Artist,' L'11io11~1\·hich has milliom of rou­
bles at its disposal These sums are constantly being fl'· 

plenished through clcc!uciions from publishing-house pro­
fits. It is these resource:; that proYi<le a \\'ritcr or poet with 
temporary or permanent loans. 
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The Literar\' Fund has 17 facili\irs for re5t and \\·ork as 
well as dozen:' ·of out-oi-\m1n gue~t hou:ie~ ior mernber:0 of 
the Writers' L'nio11 <llld the Literarv Fund, at \\ hich ac­
commodations are prm ided free or at ·a .sn-pcr cent cli,count. 
The \\Titer or poet is entitled to \\\o accommodation 
vouclH::rs a year. 



VII. INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION 

How do you approach 
the problem of disarmament? 

\Ve have long and re.c:olutely been fighting for uninrsal 
and complete disarniament under effectiw international 
control. We see this as a lasting guarantee of peace and the 
security of peoples anci, apart from all else. a colossal sav­
ing of funds which could be used with benefit by mankind. 

We by no means insist 011 making it an "all or nothing" 
proposition, hO\vewr. The So\ ict Union calls with e1ual 
deierrnination for any :'teps conducive lo the limitation and 
ending of the arms race ancl reduction of armaments. 
Of course, such steps should not gi\·e an ach ant age to 0;1e 

side at the expense of ihe other. It i...: a fact that all the 
international agreements concluded in this field in the past 
10-15 \'ears \\ere the result of SO\·iet initiatin'. 

Reccnth· the So\·iet Union nronosbl a \\'hole range of 
new irnporfant initiatiws in this fi'eld. \Ve suggested that 
elTorts should be stepped up to 2chieYe a new agreement on 
the limitation of strategic offensive arrn~. And although, as 
transpired during the talks in Moscow in ,\\arch, 1977, \Vi th 
US State Secretary Cyrus Vance, the position taken by the 
nev; US Administration was far from constructive, 1.he So­
viet Vnion contir;ucs to think that both sides should \\·ork 
fer positive results, as it is irnperatiw to halt the arms race. 
\Ve have renewed cur proposal on the reduction of military 
budgets. We are working for ihe prohibition and destruction 
of chemical \veapons and for a ban on the manufacture of 
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new k i ncls an cl sys! ems of nrnss ck-;\ rncl ior1 \\'''apo11-;: \\ c 
propcJSl' that agree111l'lli should be rl';:chc'd on !he cornpll'te 
and i111i\·ersal nrohihi\iun of all 1H1dc:1r wcaJJ0;1 tests and 
0!1 COi!ClUding ;1 \\orJcJ l!'l'dlV Oil tllC llUIJ-1:-;e oi force ill i11-

ter11<1lio11;i] r~l;it io1h. \Ve a1:e \rnrl:i11,:_i_ for :i curtailrnrnt of 
the <1rn1ccl forcC'~ a11tl ;1rm311ients i11 CL':1tral Europe, and, 
togf'ihcr \\·ith our p:irt!ll·rs in the \\':1r<a11· Treaty, ;1ppcal 
lo all 1he cou11lric.' 11 l1ic!J took prl i11 tlic Europc:l!i Con­
ference to conclude a11 ;i,grcernent urnkrL:king not lo be the 
first to use 11uclc;1r \\ vapons 2gainst L·:1cl1 oilier. 

Jt is a broad :111cl :'pccific progra1lltne. The 111ca:-;urcs 
suggested by tho So\'ic•t Cnion <ire of course no subslituk 
for uni\·ersal aml colllplete disan11a111cnt but they crcr1to 
better conditions for its realization. 

l\1uch is being written in the West that 
the Soviet civil defense system threatens peace 

by "destabilizing the strategic balance 
of forces". Is this a valid complaint? 

No, it has no substance. Our ci\·il defense sen· ice has ne­
wr threatenecl-~nor can it thrc2te11-anybody. Its pur­
poses are to protect tllc population in case of \\·ar, to pro\ ide 
for economic 5tabil il\ in time of\\ <lf, ond to deal \\'ith the 
damage done b\' an ;Jt tack by a11 2ggrc,sor. 

Some Arneric;rn \\Titers allege tiwt there has been a big 
build-up of our fr.:il ddcl!se orga11ization, especially since 
mid-1972. Thi~ ic!t·21 lililst haw been prompted by the fact 
that in 1972, follm1 iii~'. a long reriod of drought, serious fo­
rest fires sbrkd up i11 a number of rcgicrn.'. In many pl;1ccs 
they threatC'Jlcd PCJ:,ulatccl are~1s. S;1cl1 11atur2l c'.isastcrc; 
c:ill for emergenc\· imasurC's, and it \\:b m·ce.~san· to C'nli-;t 
the help of the popubtion and to orgJ111izc the people fo:­
firc-fir;hting accord:! y. The ci1·il dcfc!lse orgz:nization 
w::~ used to co11lrol 1 i 1c' im:ssi'.·c fire-; ;uid 011 the subsequent 
ckaring-up operatioll~. Sucl1 a "bu ilcl-11p" of ci\'il dC'fC'1ise 
to cope with a 1wtur:d di:;aster of cm:r~e threatct!s nobody. 

The organization of our ci1·il dcf'-'"'e and mC'thods of 
protecting !he pop11l:li ion frorn 1•0.'sibk air attack, a.~ 1ye!l 
as methods for copi!lg with natmal di~.0sters, arC' continu­
ally being impro\'cd. This fact \\·as knmrn at the time of 
the conclusion of tho So\'iet-L1S agrcemC'nt on anti-missile 
defense. It was no obstacle to the signing of this agreement 
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and c<Juscd no anxict\· until 1976, \\lwn a ~truggle 3ro<e in 
the United States in c'onnedion with lhe L'S rnilitJn· bud­
f~et for the years ahead \\'ear'-' a\\ are th:it the Lnited ·s.tates 
is engaged on big ci\ ii defe11se prograrnlllcs, but \H' ha\e ne­
\·er claimed that this represents a threat to peace and the 
security of other peoples and ha\'e ne\er tried to use it as 
an argument against ending the arms race or ogainst [{encral 
d i~arrnarnent. 

Does the Soviet Union admit that 
it is not doing its share in information 

exchange with the West? 

Ho\\' can it make such an admission \\'hen the situation 
is quite the reverse? 

The So\'iet Union systematically imports from Western 
countries se\eral times as many publications as they buy 
from the Soviet Union. Our total imports of publications 
from Western countries in 1975 amounted to 6,289,000 rou­
bles, \\'hile the export of publications from the Soyict 
L1nion to these countries came to 2.644,000 roubles. 

The following official figures for 1975 are typical of 
the exchani~e of publications (in thousands of roubles): 

Cuuntn· 

LS.\ 
Britain 
France 
FRG 
SwiL'erlancl 
1\u~.trio 
llolland 

L\porh from 
the CSSR 

C8! 
210 
.'370 
344 

:35 
44 
84 

Imports i11lo 
the uS5 !\ 

1955 
1191 
92:2 
5C'G 
181 
% 

4:31 

J\\ore than 20,000 different periodicals and 70,000 book 
i.iUes are bought abroad each year by the All-Union Asso­
ciation "Mezhdunarodnaya kni,i:;a" on behalf of Soviet or­
ganizations and bookshops. When ordering foreign publi­
cations we give preference to original works which reflect 
as fully as possible the achievements of different countries 
in the fields of science, technology, literature and art. 

The SO\ iet Unio11 is steadily extending the range of pub­
lications imported from abroad. Starting from 1976 it 
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bought for rel a i I t radc a not her dozen \V cs tern ne\\spapers 
it1cludi11g The Fina.111/,1/ Times, Frankfurter o!lgc111ci11e, 
Die Prcsse, le Pcup!I', Helsingin Su11u111ar, Les Ec/ws, 
L'Unitc, Dagrns Xylictcr, and ,\lainichi Shirnb11n. 

It is to be deplored that e\en after the Helsinki meeting 
the situation co11cerning information C'\change \\ ith the 
West has not bccorne any better. This is not through any 
fault on our part. ",\\ezhdunarod1rn) a kniga" still cannot 
buy certain \Ve-; tern publication:-; \\ hich "are not sent be­
hind the Iron Curtain countries." SO\ iet orders ior LS poli­
tical ll'eeklies like C.S. ,\·ews and \h1r!li Reµurl and Time 
International are systematically undersupplicd. 

The· high prices of Western publication:S are a iorrnid­
able barrier to greater excha11gc of i11iorn1atio11 beh\cen 
the SO\ id l'nio11 and \\'c-;tern countries. A yearly ::-ubscrip­
tion lo The ,\·e~~, )'or/< Ti111cs deli\ered ll\ air, for instance, 
cosb :2.~J82 dolL1f', \\hich make~ it pract!cally inaccessible. 
B\' ord i11an iio,t 1221l dollars) Tlic .\'c;:,:'} "r/l Ti111cs reaches 
tl1e lSSR after a rnomh, \\ hich dcpri\C'' it of any ne\\S \·a­
lue. lt is \\Orth noting that an a1111ual subscription to Pravda 
and/ Zc'cstia co't' in am Western countn 14.40 and 12 dol­
lar, re,pecti\ely, and t(i the popular So\ ict \1·eeklies lite­
ral11rnaya gazcru (the Literary Gazette) and la rubczlwm 
(Abroad), 14.40 and 18 dollars rl'spedi\ely. 

Rooks, too, are much more e'\pensin' in the \Vest than 
in the So\ id l'nion. 

Beh\ee11 1946and 1972 more than 6,000 \\orks b\' A111e­
rica11 author.-;, .-:ome 6,000 \\'Ork:; bv French authors: 4,000 
works O\ British author-; and about l.OUO \1orks b\ Italian 
authors 'were published i11 the l'SSR. · 

O\·cr the same period 500 \\orks by SO\ iet authors \\·ere 
publishecl in the L11ited States aml Brita111 1each), 600 in 
France, and 4011 in Italy. Their printi11gs, incidentally, 
were con"idernhly s1mdler than the SO\ iet printings of 
foreign authors. 

The SO\ iet L'nion cannot Le accused of urn1·illingness 
in the field oi the cinema and the theatrL' either. Reh\een 
1966 and 1970 1\e bought 21 American film~ \\hich \1·ere gi­
ven \\·ide distriLution. O\er the same time the Americans 
bought 25 Soi iet film,, but sho\\td onh· some of them. 

Soviet theatre.-; ha\ e put on ;35 plays hs American au­
thors, as agai1~-;t t\\O So\·iet plays performed in the L'S. We 
han also staged 14 British, 21 French and 151talian plays. 
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Jn Britail!, theatr('-1-'.0ers are acquainted \vith one Soviet 
1 la:nnight, Alexei Arbuzo\'. In France a11cl Italy Soyiet 
drama i., not repre'L'11tecl at ;ii I. 

There \ ou han~ tlie true position. 

Can the USSR manage 
without Western technology and equipment? 

Our achic\'cmenb i11 space, alone, are a sufficient an­
S\'.H to tl!is question. 

In the p2st fi1e-ycar period (1D71-7:=i) the Smid l'nion 
i111portcd 1m1chinrs, equip111ent and transportation facili­
t iL·s worth 29,000 million roubles !roughly 38,000 111ill1on 
dollars). For the ye~1rs i<J74-75 (he 1alue of these ikrns im-
1 orted fro111 sociali't cuun(ries came to owr 9,500 n1illion 
dollars, and from capita!i:;t countries, the fil-'.ure was 2round 
5,600 million dollars. Gerwrallv, the \olurne of the 
So\'iet Union's imports is smallei'. than that of the other 
industrialized cou11tric-:., a11d, ;1s the abO\e figures show, 
the minor p;:rt of tl1c,\: imports corne iro111 c;1pital ist coun­
tries. Its imports irorn 11le capitalist countries lliilk\' up less 
than 1.5 per cent of the So\ id .r:ross 11aiio11al product. 

In the 1976-80 pNiod, the Sm iet L11ion plans (o boost 
trade \\ith the soci;ili-;t countries by "11 per cent, and \\ith 
industrialized capitaliq cou11trics by ;-;J per cent. In other 
words, by !()80, the trade (urno\'\T \\ ith tl1c USA, C111ada, 
Western ·Europe ancl Japan ic, expected to come (o ;1bout 
20,UOO rnillio11 roubks 1111ports \\ill prnL;ilJly accotlllt for 
about half (!Jis ',LJfli- 10,000 lll:llion rouiJles, i1wlt:ding 
imports of rnachi11uy \1orth :1.(1(!1\-.+,ono million roubles, 
which is not a large surn, considering that the y0Jw1e of 
capital innstrncnts in the current lhe-yc;1r period in the 
USSR \\ill amount to 621,000 rnillion roubles, and the in­
cr..:mei1T of nntionol income, to 91,000 lllillion roubles. 

There is ;mother tiling \\Orlli 110\ ing, The Western 111ono­
rolil's are competing for So\'iei crders ;ind u~ing S!wiet 
u1uipment and knowhm\ on a grcming ~c;!le. They 1:11cl it 
profitable. But one may profit ircm economic relation:, with 
the USSR only provided that ihese relations are profilable 
to the Sovil't Union as \Veil. 

The Soviet Union's !E'chnological capacities and achiev­
ements are such that it is perfectly able to conlim,e its 
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rap 1d advilnce all Ii\· itself. On the other hand, it is somc­
timeo; chc::per to '1u\· th;rn '.o make \Ylrnt one needs. I l 
would IJC'ioobh :Jiu, :oncli!\:1il om:;chesof thc2d\antage~ 
of the in!crnation:1\ di1. i~ion of labour. 

\Vhat is impeding 
the growth of Soviet- US trade? 

Tlw JilS\\Cr l~ \'Cry si1nple lurifl discriminuiion 
agi1in~t So\ iet good' by the United SL1tes. 

The ~1\ er~1(L" cL:-,to11'.., d:Jt\' lc\·ivd ir~ the l~nilcd States 
on forci;~n c::i);t;!l '.;Ood- ;11:1cH:nts to 4.8 per cent of their 
cost, but to 38 pvr Lent ior CCJcii\aknl So\·iet goods. It is 
9.7 <me! 42 per crnt respedi\cly ior electrical equipment, 
5.2 and 30 per ~cnt for trano.portalion iacililie:;, '!nd so on. 

Agreement on :1holishing thi~ gross d1::;crin!ination, i.e., 
exkncling to the CSSR the same terrns of trade as apply to 
140 other couniric::;, \\·as reached 8s long ago 8s 1972, but 
it has still not hccn ill>picrnrnted by the American side. 

Then there arc the c1dmi11is1ru!ic(' rcstrictil)/15 impo~ed 
on exporb of American goods to the Sodet Cnion .. \\any 
goods 111ay be sold onl: under an i11di\·idual export licence 
issued b\· the CS au1horitics. And tlll' regulations applying 
to sucl1 exports are c.o \ <H.(ue that the e.\rJOrter docs not know 
in aclnmce \\lY:tl1er or not the licerhe \\ill lw i,,;~ued. Thi-; 
resulis in endless delays. To quole an example', in 1973, 
the So\iet "IntoCJri 0 t" orgaJJizalion concluded <111 agreerne:il 
\\'ith IB\1 for m!lci;tiz;ted control equipment ior· its fl()[:_·ls. 
It too\; more :'.1 !rl t)iree \Tilrs to get 11H' licence. 

Or Like anotl:vr ex:11i1ple. TlJ<' So\iet Lnii>1l proposed 
to the /\.mericcllb that the l\rn sides exchange information 
on the 11a1C1re cf tl::, good~ \\hid1, icir ont' rea~on or another, 
neitlll•r l'OL:n~ry \\ i.·,hcd to '.ell to ilw othc·r. The aim was lo 
end J1nbigL~i~:- a?~d ],:-;~-1~ of lLlder~landing. Th:._' propo:-;al 
was not acceprc'd. 

_;1;0\h~r l1:1~dr:•f1lC' to the Ql'O\\·th of So\ie!-l'S trade is 
tht> crc'!!i! rc's'ridi··1:s ir:,pu,ccl l:i~ tlIC' LS Con~rc~s, \\hicli 
limil the possihi'.il\ of LS l'Xports to ilic' SO\ict Lnion. As a 
res11lt, US companies often become non-cornpeliti\'e and 
lose So\·iet c1i·ckr:; \\ hich the\· cou1d otherwise· ha\·e had. 

T!JC'rc are no Li 1rriers on !lie Sc!\ id ~ide to the de\·elop­
ment oi trade \iitil !he Lnitl'll Stal\.':,. 
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What is the pattern of Soviet imports 
from Western countries? 

W c ha ye already I l!Ul t ion eel 111;1 t llw USSR bu) s rna­
c liinery, equipment and tr2nsportation facilities from the 
\Vc~t. These goods account for a littk OHT ;i 1hird of loial 
imports. A large proportion of import:: is rn~1de up oi fer­
rous rnetal5, rolled stock oi ferrom rnda!s and pipe·s (rough­
]\ 40 per cent of tlie impor:~). Tlic reel of the So\ iet pur­
chases from the \'vest rnn;;ist of rnncumer goods 2nd raw 
lllaicrials fer their produdion, foodstuffs m1J grain. 

What can the Soviet Union offer the West 
besides oil, gas and other raw materials? 

In the 1071-7.J period, the foreign pmlmrs bou;e,ht from 
the So\'iet Union I, J.')O,UOU motor cars, 170,0(;0 tr<Jdors, 
8,SOO bulldozer~, 72,0UO metal-cutting 111achine 1culs, 
1:3,000 excavators, and ol!J2r similar items. Equipmrnt for 
alornic power planb, electronic devices, aircraft and avi­
ation equipment, hydrofoil ships, and prograrnm\'-con­
trollcd ;1w.chine tools arl' exported in irLTe;;sin1{ quantiiics. 

Exports of SO\·ict 111acltinny and cquiprncnt 31110~1llled 
to 2.500 n1illion rouble' l.~.'.2.")0 million dollars) in 19?U and 
io 'l,500 million roublt•s (about 6,0UO million doll;:.:-c;) in 
Hmi. 

Electric motors made in the USSR have been bought 
by the fI~G, France, Italy, Austria, Denlllark, and many 
other countries. Sovid rnachines for contact welding of 
rails arc being used on rail1xays in the Uni led State~ . .la­
p;:n, Italy, Austria and Greece. Industrialized capitalist 
countries use the So\ id lcdmology of electroslag welding. 
Such units have bet•n sold to France, S\\Ttlen ;md J ;:ipon, 
i.e., countries which arc in the front rank in world rnelal­
lurgy. 

Soviet pn2urnalic processing equipment lws been bought 
by Frrnch firms, stationary air compressors and textile 
equiprncnt by Italy and Finland, and printing and chemi­
cal plant by Britain and the FRG. 

One con see in the field~ oml on building ~ites in more 
than 80 countries about 400,000 Soviet tractors, 70,000 
grain harvester combines and more ihan 40,000 road-build­
ing machines. Swedish farmers are very satisfied with Soviet 
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tractors, \\'hich <lrl' sturdy and tough, of simple and comc­
nient cksign, and ''hi ch an'. easily started at below-zero 
tem 1ll'ra t ures. They are pr a isecl in Canada and other coun­
tries as \\ell. 

The Eberhard I-Joesch Company (FRG) sells filler press­
es made under So\iet licence to rnam countric:, .. \\am· ma­
chine-building pl:ints in the FRG (1~e extra-hard etitting 
tools to \\Ork su1wrhard steel, also under So\ iet licence. 
The So\iet teclrnolog) oi e\aporati\c LOoling of blast fur­
naces is used in the FRG <Jt1d ten other countries. 

In ~hort, there is nc dearth of e\ idl'nce as to the oppor­
tunities a\·ailable to the \\'est to purchase So\ iet plant and 
equip111ent and lcdrnology. 

Why, then, are these possibilities not used more fully? 
V•:h) is the \\orld's second industrial po\\er, accounting for 
a fifth of \\orld inc~ustrial output, st ii l but poorly represen­
ted in the \\'c:--tcrn technological 111arLel5? 

There are, of rnurse, ~uch objcdi,·e considerations as 
the abundance of these good~ on the market, tou1~h compe­
tition, and lo~ alt~ to traditional suppliers, the so,·iet 
Union often not being one of them. 

Enn so, ii is \\Orth noting that "hi le running down the 
qualit) of So,·iet 1nachines and other goods and declaring 
them uncornpetiti\e, the \\"est pub up additional barriers 
of a discrirninaton nature. That j, clearh al odds \\ ith 
plain logic. Who can make a capitalist comj)any buy an ar­
ticle it does not \\ant to buy? I\obody. Why, then, impose 
an ern bargo on the export to Britain of So,·iet L"Olour tele­
vision sets and introduce i 111port quotas ior SO\ ict transis­
tor radios and radiograms? Why le\·y extra dul) on SoYiet 
exports to the United States? 

I\atural l), sul'l1 measures hinder the export of Soviet 
manufactured goods to industrialiZL'cl capitalist countries 
and at the ::,arne time reduce reciprouil purchases of \Vestern 
machinery and equipment b) the Scl\iet Lnion. What the 
So\iet Cnion is unable to sell to the \\'est lwcau;-e of these 
discriminator~ pr<1ctices it succe:--siully utilizes at home. 
But 111cam\ hi le \\'es tern e.\porting C( 1 111panies are the losers 
through mis,5'ing out on Sode! orders. 

This seem~ to us to be a non~ensical situation. Whv 
should anrnne create diilirnlties and suffer losse:, \\hen there 
could be profit ior all conL·erned:' 
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Why does the Soviet Union conduct its foreign 
trade mainly with major Western companies, 

ignoring the small ones? 

High quality and competiti\'e prices are important con­
siJerations in securing So\ iet orders. Whoever offers the 
best gooJs and terms, \\·ill be fa\Oured acrnrdingl~. T'\either 
the size nor the natiorrnlit~ of the cornpan) are of decisive 
significance to us. 

l\everiheless. allegations are spread in the West that 
our country prefers to deal only \\·ith the biggest corpora­
tions. :\\c;jor So\ iet projects are cited in \\ hich Western 
rnmpanics haw participated or are participating~the 
rnnstrudion of the 1I1otor works at Togliatti and Naberezh­
nye Chelny, pipelines, some mineral fertilizer plants, and 
so on. 

Indeed, in scrne instances not e\'ery co111pany is able to 
meet our requireI1wnis. Hence the choice of major partners 
such as FIAT. Howewr, many smaller companies have 
taken part or are taking part in these projects as much as 
it is\\ ithin their •,'apacity to do ~.o. In some instances they 
eyen play the mo::;J prominent part. 

How did the Soviet Union accumulate a trade balance 
deficit in its economic relations with the West? 

In 1975, the deficit in trade \\ith the West amounted to 
3,600 million roubles. It was partly due to large Sodet 
grain purchases re;:uliing from the se\·ere drought \\e ex­
perienced and consequent crop failure. 

In 1976, hm\ewr, this deficit was already considl'rably 
reduced. We might point out by way of comparison that in 
1974 the USA had an 3(herse balance oi trade with a deficit 
of 9,900 million dollars, and .Japan haJ a deficit of 6,500 
millio11 dollars. 

It should also be recalled that in recent vears Western 
countries haye granted the Soviet Union la~ge credits to 
promote their O\\n exports and to secure future supplies 
of goods they require. This is the \\·hole essence of the credit 
arrangements, especially \\·ith respect to long-term large­
scale compensation deals. It is worth noting that with re­
gard to the main creditors iFrnnce, Britain, Italy, Japan 
and Canada), the So\ id trade balance deficit is considerably 
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:-ninlkr thc:n the crdil' ihemscl\cc. and ('annot thcrefore 
be (crnsidded 11!~". "u1w\pcctcd" er "ifot•iring 
rni,gi\ ing::-:". to m:mt· \lil' \\'estcrn nc1.10 1u dia. 

Am ~onsickr;;1icr1 o{ a count!"·.·,; trn,1c l;;::c:nLC must m1-
turalh'. be in r;·Lliion lo 1he u~·nr·r;i] u1J11crnie context. 
Other\1i~e. l9i-.). :l;c im1l:t poi;:t er th· \\c:::t in ib great 
slu111n in ·:i·.~:11, ~!' lOinDaIJicd b\ hi inll::1ticn anJ 
unen;ploy:';ern, lOc1Ll '.1 1 • 0:1icl lo li:1n: J;c,11 a uo~t f;11our­
able \cur. Fur 1.1 i:i ,_ \11'· \\'esi l1;id rn clci!cit of 
27.0UO :~1i\1ion do]' ~-,in 197-!, it tin: 
plu:-- of 1·.,T.J) 11:ii:;n11 (!1;!l2rs. 
· Tht· 11Hlus'.ri;1!izcd cc•1111rie~ p;1rih ~rncothed a1'.:11 their 
difficu!tiL'' bi n;iting k:1:L en i111por1~ to prctect \heir 0\\11 

prc<luction 11 d1 i:1;111d iell. '! i1:d i:::, the:· ::ougl1t lo make 
others l''11T :he main ht:rdccn oi the slurnp. 

The So\.ic·1 cconorn , being crisis-frc'l' ;ind sh1111p- 1rec, 
is not forced to cut en i s. It need not be draid 
of any market glut or tlie appe::r<!llCe of "surpli..;!,'' produc­
tion capacitic:o. 

Credits r:r:mtcd in the Soviet l 'nion sli1;rn]a(c Western 
exporh lo thi.· cc11ntr:., 2nd \11·.Tcicr:: 1 e!:cfit thi 0 side of 
the !r:1dc be!'.", c 11 ~l:e L.'i:::r~ and till \\-~ 0t. .·\~fer;: c·c;:intn ·s 
trade c1cl1cit, U1i:, oi cour,,c C811 \Jc c!i1::in:11cd onh in t\\o 
\"a\·s c1·+11°,· lJ; 1· , .. ,~'L'<1·1·1·r,,1 :1n"'·rt,· 01· ·1,.. 1·n··.-00 ,1'n0·,""0rt" \ _., ._ ~"--j ~ ...__L. c::. j>~ 1 11...1v ,~ ; _,._. 1l1'-.-a~ b 1,.__,. 1 1 ..J. 

In \he: fir~: h:tli cf ]q/(i, the L11iteJ ~L1tes sold \k' So\i­
et Union 1\ort:1 l,21U million roL;blcs. 11hilc ib pur­
choscs \\ere juct urn.it'!' 8~J rnilliun roubles. Bel;:;ium bought 
twice as much ircL; ll'- ;md Britain a Lout lhc 1i:1ics a' much. 
The cawe of thi, utJ\ ious)\ ab11or1mll sL1:e cf <J!Tairs is 
not that the ~O\ ic1 Lniun has nothing \o ~cl!. but th<.1t dis­
criminatory rc:-oiriciions 0re imposed en ~elected imports 
from the CSSf<. 

The further de\ <'loprnent of mutually :i:,;\ onlaffeous co­
operniion in trnde L1e\\1Ten the ~o\ ict Lnicn zmcl the USA 
largely depends on he\\ quid-:l' ;md ccrnpletely the arti­
ficial lJarrier5 Ol''t!C:Ltin~ tl;1: :;,1_'C'S cf .'oviet goods lO the 
markets oi ind'.1ot~i,:::z\.'ll c2pi~:::list countries are removed. 

What interests does the Soviet Union pursue 
in granting credit? 

Unlike the c2pit;i]i,t counlries. in 11hich free capital 
and idle production capacity are to be iound, the planned 
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n;iture of t!H' So\'id economy excludes the pre;;ence of 
~11rplus rc:oources <illcl, consequently, the need to export 
th~·m. 

All CJ\ ailable 11:c.1Jb arc rwcdccl b\ our L'0'.:11(1·\ for the 
(l\narnic dc\·elc\p11:cn1 of tlw natiorial economy. (in the 
1971-73 period, lhC' <J\era1~c a11nual g;rm\'lh of industrial 
prodt:rtion \\c8:.:, 7. l- pPr ct_'f!~, CL~ a~~ainst O.L1 per cent in the 
Lnited S!;1tPs) and \l:c implcn;cmation of a ~ocial de\'clop­
rnent prowarnn,c· of unpreccdc11 ied scope. 

Why, then, does the So\·id Union grcir!l long-term cre-
dits to developing co·.rntric>) . 

Ts it out of cornrncrcial i111.cresP :<o, it is not profitable 
in this sctl::'e. We ;~rant credil:c for 8-1:2 Y('ilr~ (~0111clirnes for 
bnger krrns) at an interest rak \\ hid1 is half the rate charged 
in similar circurnsicm:es in lhe inlt'rnational financial 
mark2L ;\1011ey ir:ycstul in liL· Soviet economy yields a 
higher profit. Putting it anntlwr way, we grant the de\'el­
oping countries credits at an interest rate that is only half 
what tlw Soviet Union has to pay the capitalist countries. 

Is it a means of obt(lining hard currenn? Hardi\'. We do 
not insist tli'lt de\'Cloping L'otli1tries rcpa-y credit~ in con 
wrtible currency--\\'C accept their traditional exports and 
a proportion of the 011tpul produced at the factories built 
with Soviet a:csist;1n,·e in p<iytnent. 

\\'hat are the politkctl strings, There are none, for this 
wouicl run countt'r to the prim·iple-; of socialist foreigll 
policy. Docs the Soviet Union ha\·e surpluc, goods which it 
would be con\·enient to :;;ell in the form of aic!J \Ve do not 
ha\e this problem. To illusirak, at the :25th CPSC Congress, 
the ;\\inbll'r of PmHT Em:im·E.»ing and ElectrifiL·a1ion, 
Pyotr '.\cporn:dmy, s;1id that for sorne year~. past the ci<'IJ1and 
for elecfril'::Jl and [\IC·! energy had been p;rn\\'ing f~1sicr tlrnn 
po\\'er gc·1wr'1ting L'cljl'.1L'it~. Allhm;gli the LSSR holds 
fir-,t pl::icc in \lie \\or id ior oil and coal prccluctio11 and pro­
duce,; mo1T ek·clricit \ than Britain, th: FI\G and France 
put together, it still -has no capm:ity lo :spare, nor can it 
ha\·c am. 

i\oh'.:ithstanding tli;s fad, 11w So\·ict Union is helping 
cle\·cioping countrico. lei construct po\\·er stations \\·itb an 
a~;gregate ca1E1city of 11.6 11iillion kilowatts. In other 
\\'orcls, turbines arc being installed in power stations in 
Asia, Africa and Litin Amcril'a that could ver\' \\·ell be 
used at home. The same can lie said abo about other bran-
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rhes of proclur\ion in the developing countries as il is to 
1his mea oi the eL·ono1m that nine-tenth' oi So\·iet LTedits 
goes. 
· Finalh, is it that the So\id Union \\i~hes to :,:ccurc a 
foothold in the econo111ie" of de\cloping Lountrie;; ir order 
to proiit later on? The So\·iet Union nei<her O\\fts nor con­
trols ;1 single project built abroad \'.it!1 it~ assisUlllL'C, nor 
does it seek sud1 control. The\ are 21! 0\1ned sole!\· and 
entire\: hy the cm:~1tr: rnncern<;d_ \\oreD\ c·r. So\ iet ~p-ecial­
ists, in line \\ ith So\ iet polic:, train L'\!wrls iro1;i amon.c; 
the lol·al pop11!~1ticm "~ quick!: as po,,iiJle so that they 
~hould be abic (o run llw rrniecls on thir ()\\11. 

\\'hat, then, docs the Soyid Cnion grnnt credits io1? 
First of ali \\l' urn di:,:rniss illl\ Sti2~·1· ... 1io:1 of charit\. 

The Clwirman oi ;he l?e\olution3r: Courwil oi Al;::eri~, 
Houari Bou111eclienne, \\as quite right \\ ;irn he saicl some 
year~ cigo \h;1t t IJ·-re \\;is no ch;irity in illlcrnationul rela­
tion' toda: and all \aik oi it \\<b insultir:;.; to tho:-:e alleged­
ly subjected to it. 

The reason \\hy the So\'iet Union grant:-: the dewloping 
countrie~ credi b and renders tlwm 01i1c-r a~~i:,,t2nL·e is 
that objectinly their interests a.nee \\·i 1 !i our intereqs and 
\\'ilh our idt·a oi intcr:rntiona]i-.1 duty. The policy pur:,:ued 
by the So\ict Lr 1 ion --krns from its klief 1lia1 the task of 
consolidating pl·;;,·l:'. >lrcng1l1rni1;g th" anti-imperialist 
force' and e:0L1bL:-:h:11g ;1 just order in in:c-rnational c·cono­
mic rcl;1tionc. ,·;1n1101 lw accornpli~hcd \\ illiout the partici­
pation of the dn l·lnping countries <irHl \\ itliuut their ha\ ing 
achie\cd eco110mic indcpend,,ncc. 

Are mutual interests observed in the trade 
between socialist countries? 

Within the frnrne\\ork of the Councii for ,\\utual Econo­
mic Assistance 1C.\\L'i.1, not a single c!n·i:oion concerning a 
mrmh('r countn can Le nassed \\ ithout its con;;cnt. Onlv 
lliltiona] intcre;t detl'fl: iiws the cconori;j,· association ancl 
continuing e:-qiansion ci co-operation oi the C\\EA mem­
bers. Such co-opna!;on im·olves co-ordirrntion of their na­
tional ccono111iL· plan'-. "pecializ:~1ion and co-operation in 
production, dewlop111c11t of reciprocal trade, and so on. 

At present the C\\EA countries are implementing their 
Comprehemi\e Progr«t11rtie fur SuL·ialist Ec·onomic lntegra-
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tion. The rnechanis111 oi co-operation is set ~o as io rule out 
the possibilih of 11011 vqui\'alc11t excha11ge, or gc:in for one 
country al the e.\)ll'n~t· of ano1htr or 01hers, ard to help to 
equalize the !en] ol their C'conomic de\ elop11wnt. An1ong 
other things, pricl's in the trade bel\n=-en C\\EA countries 
are fixed by common consent of the interested parties and, 
if adjustments arc necessar~, these arc agreed in l'Xadly 
the same \\a\. 

Socialist 1i1arkcl prices differ from current \\Oriel market 
prices. first of all, !hey are lov\er (for e.\ample, the price 
of So\'iel oil); secondly, they are not subject to sudden fluc­
tuation. They are bast'd on 1lw a\ernge prices obtaining on 
the main \\·orld commodil~ markets O\E'r a fiw-year period. 
They remain stable O\'C'f a stipulated period, no matter 
what happens on the capitalist \\·orld market. 

We have ans\\'ered 100 queslions aboul the Soviet Union 
in the hope that thi::; is only the beginning of our dialogue 
with our reader. The subject is inexhauslible indeed. We 
shall answer further questions from you in sub:oequent 
editions. 

Address \'Our letters to: 
·l'\ovosti Press Agency Publishing House 
'·Questions and Answers" 
13;.5 Podkolokolny pereulok, 
Moscm\ 109028, 
USSR 



CCCF lCC1 BC1nFOCOB I! OTBETOB 

UcHa 3.5 hc:r. 



USSR 
100 Q11estto11; and Answers 

Dear Rc;ir12r, 

Please fll ou\ thC' fr1llrl\\"i11g questionnaire and 0 01;\l lt to: 
t\ovos(i Pres' Agency Publishing l:c.'W'I.! 
13/5 Podkolokohy Pereulok, 
IOS028 Mo::cow, liSSR. 

Wi1at is your opinion of the subject matter c.f this puuiic2· 
ti on? 

2 .... ils language and style? 

3 .... i(s r!esign and general appearance? 

4. Hr•\\' long h8\'C' \'Dl1 l1r·cn fnrni!L1r \\·ith Novosli public2liu11s 0 

\', irki: oi them iniercstccl you 1m.J0>l? 

5. Where did you obtain \!1is publication? 



6. What would you like to know :ibout life in the Soviet Union? 

Your occupa!inn 
Couniry of re>iGence 

Nam~ (optional) 

Sex 

Slwulcl YOU rrdcr to give your comment; i11 a separnte letter 
please mention tl:c L·xact title of the publication you 2re writing 
about. 

Thank yt.'ll fnr \Ollf kind co-operation 
:\o\·osti Publi,hers 

CCCP. 100 BOnPCCC>!l ll OTBETO!l 





نَ  پَ  ـ نسَُل پَڑهندڙ
The Reading Generation 

ــالي“ نســلين  אُدאسحســين ” ﷢۾عبــدא ڏهــاكي  جــي1960 ن
“نَسُــل لُڑهنــدَڙ ”مــاڻكَِ  وري ۾ ڏهــاكي  وאري70لکيــو.  كتــاب

كوشش جي كرڻ عكاسي جي دورَ  پنهنجي لکي كتاب نالي
لکيو: ۾ئي ڏهاكي  وאري70 وري حُسينيءَ كئي. אمدאد
ٻـارَ  سـونـڌא אونـڌא آهـي ڄڻـيـنـدي ماءُ אنـڌي
ٻارَ  ٻوڙא گونگا هوندو سَمورو نسل אيندڙ

كَڑهنـــــدڙ، لُڑهنـــــدَڙ، אُدאس، کـــــي نوجـــــوאنن جـــــي دور هـــــر
ڀـــاڙي، كَنـــدَڙُ، אوســـيئڑو كِرَنـــدڙ، چُرنـــدڙ، ٻَرنـــدڙ، كُڑهنـــدڙ،

كـري منسـوب سان نسـلن وِڙَهنـدڙ ۽ ، كاوڙيلڀاڄوكَڑُ  ،کائُو
ــگھجي ــر ٿــو، سَ جــا نســل“ پڑهنــدڙ ”وِچــان ســڀني אنِهــن אســان پَ

دنيـا جيِ  كمـپيوُٹر کڻـي تان كـاڳَر کـي كتابن. آهيون ڳولائو
ورهـائڻ ٺاهي e-books ىيعنـ كتاب برقي ۾ لفظن ٻين آڻڻ، ۾

کــي ٻئِــي هِــكَ  ۽ ويجھَــڻ وَڌَڻَ، کــي نســل پڑهنــدڙ وســيلي جــي
.ٿا رکون آسَ  جي آڻڻَِ  تي رستي جي تحريك سَهكاريِ  ڳولي
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صــدر، بــه كــو جــو ناهي. אُنَ  تنظيمَ  به كا (پَــنَ)نَسل  پَڑهندڙ
אهــڑي شخص به كو آهي. جيكڎهن نه وِجھندڙ پايو يا عُهديدאر

آهــي. نــه ئــي وري كُــوڙو אُهــو تــه ڄـاڻو پَــكَ  تــه ٿــو كري ىدعو
אهــڑي كــو جي نالي كي پئســا گــڎ كيــا وينــدא.  جيكــڎهنپَــنَ 

آهي. كُوڙو بهِאُهو  ته ڄاڻو پَكَ  ته ٿو كري كوشش
ناســي يـا پيلا، نيــرא ،ڳاڙهـا ،ســاوא پَــنَ  جـا وڻــن طَــرَح جَهڑيِــءَ

۽ آهــن مختَلِف به پَــنَ  وאرא نَسُل پَڑهندڙ طرح אَهڑيءَ آهن هوندא
،پڑهنــدڙ ۽ ٻَرنــدڙ پڑهنــدڙ، ۽ אُدאس وقت ساڳئي ئي هوندא. אُهي

ٿــا. ٻيــن ســگھن ٿــي بــه پڑهنــدڙ ۽ وِڙهنــدڙ يــا سُســت ۽ پڑهنــدڙ
 نــهExclusive Club كِلَــب لڳل تالي ۽ خُصوصيِ  كا پَـنَ ۾ لفظن
آهي.

۽ سَــهكاري كــار كَــم ســڀ جــا پَــــنَ  تــه هوندي אها كوشش
אُجرتــي كــم كــي تــه آهــي ممكــن پــر ٿين، تي بنيادن رَضاكار
مــدد جــي هكَِٻِئــي پــاڻ پَـــنَ  ۾ حــالت ٿيِــن. אهــڑي بــه تــي بنيــادن
ـــرڻ ـــٺ אُصـــولَ  جـــي كَ ـــدא وَٺُ  ڏي هي -non غيرتجـــارتي  ۽ كن

commercial .ـــدא ـــن رهن ـــارאن پَـنَـ ـــائيِز کـــي كتـــابن پ digitize ڊجِيِٹ
كـرڻ حاصـل نفعــو يـا فائـدو مــالي بـه كـو مـان عَمــلَ  جي كرڻ
ويندي. كئي نه كوشش جي

وِرهـائڻ مرحلـو אهــم ٻيـو پـو کان ڊجِيِٹائيِز كرڻ کي كتابن
distributionكــو جيكــڎهن مــان وאرن كرڻ كم ٿيندو. אهِو  جو

جــو אُن ســان پَـنَـــن رُڳــو كمــائي، ڀلي ته ٿو سگھي كمائي پيسا
هوندو. نه و لاڳاپبه كو
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وڌِ  پٹانــدڙ وَسَ  هو ته ٿيڏجي  صلاح ۾ אکرن کُليل کي پَنَن
۽ ، ڇپائينــدڙنليکَكَــن جــي كتــابن كَري خريد كتاب وَڌِ  کان

ڄاڻ ۽ كرڻ حاصل عِلم وقت ساڳئي همِٿائنِ. پر کي ڇاپيندڙن
مڃن. نه کي رُكاوٽَ  به كَنهن دورאن كوشش جي ڦهلائڻ کي

شيخ אَيازَ علمَ، ڄاڻَ، سمجھَ ۽ ڏאهـپَ کـي گيـتَ، بيــتَ، سِــٹَ،
پُكارَ سان تَشبيهه ڏيندي אنهن سڀني کي بَمن، گــولين ۽ بــارودَ 

جي مدِ مقابل بيهاريو آهي. אياز چوي ٿو ته:
گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن،  جـي ويريءَ تـي وאر كَـرن ٿا.

  … …
جئن جئن جاڙ وڌي ٿي جَڳَ ۾،  هــو ٻـوليءَ جـي آڙ ڇُـپن ٿـا؛
ريــتــيءَ تــي رאتــاهــا كـــن ٿــا، موٹـي مَـنـجـھِ پـهــاڙ ڇُــپـن ٿـا؛

… …
 آهــن؛پــيـلا نــيـلا جيئن، אڄـــكـــلـهه سُرخ گُلنكالههَ هُيا جي 

گــيــتَ بـهِ ڄــڻ گـــوريــلا آهــــن........
  … … … …

 گولو،-هي بـيتُ אَٿي، هي بَـم
 به کڻين، جيكي به کڻين!جيكي

مـون لاءِ ٻـنـهي ۾ فَـرَقُ نه آ، هـي بيتُ به بَـمَ جـو ساٿـي آ،
جنهن رِڻَ ۾ رאت كَيا رאڙא، تنهن هَـڎَ ۽ چَـمَ جو ساٿـي آ ـــ

تـه مَڑهــڻ ســوچي אهِــو تــي پـاڻَ  کــي אڻڄاڻــائي ســان حســابَ  אنِ
 پڑهــڻ تــي وقــت نــهكــري אُن آهي، دور جو عمل ۽ ويڑهه هاڻي”

.آهي نشاني جي نادאنيءَوڃايو“ 
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ــابن نصِابي رُڳو وאنگر كيڑن كِتابي عام پڑهڻ جو پَنَن كت
قيــد کــي پــاڻ ۾ كتــابن نصــابيرڳــو . هونــدو نــه محــدود تــائين
۽ سماجي حالتن تان نظر کڄي وينــدي ۽ سماج سان ي ڇڎڻكر

אڻڄــاڻن ۽ policiesنتيجي طور سماجي ۽ حكومــتي پاليســيون 
 نصِــابي كتــابن ســان گڎوگــڎپَـــنَ . نــادאنن جــي هٿــن ۾ رهنــديون

ــنتــاريخي،אدبــي،   سياســي، ســماجي، אقتصــادي، سائنســي ۽ ٻي
كتابن کي پڑهي سماجي حــالتن کــي بهــتر بنــائڻ جــي كوشــش

.كندא
 جهــڑن كـينئــن۽ڇــو، ڇــالاءِ   سڀني کــينَسُل جا پَـنَ  پَڑهندڙ

سوאلن کي هر بَيانَ تــي لاڳــو كــرڻ جــي كــوٺَ ڏيــن ٿــا ۽ אنهــن
،ق پنهنجــو حـ نــه رڳــوتي ويچار كرڻ سان گَڎ جوאبَ ڳــولڻ کــي

سمجھندي كتــابن unavoidable necessity فرض ۽ אڻٹر گھرج پر
کي پاڻ پڑهڻ ۽ وڌ کــان وڌ مــاڻهن تــائين پهچــائڻ جــي كوشــش

.جديد ترين طريقن وسيلي كرڻ جو ويچار رکن ٿا
توهان بــه پڑهــڻَ، پڑهــائڻ ۽ ڦهلائــڻ جــي אنِ ســهكاري
ــا، بَــس پنهنجــي אوســي تحريــك ۾ شــامل ٿــي ســگھو ٿ
پاســي ۾ ڏِســو، هــر قســم جــا ڳاڙهــا تــوڙي نيــرא، ســاوא

.توڙي پيلا پن ضرور نظر אچي ويندא
وڻ وڻ کي مون ڀاكيِ پائي چيو ته ” منهنجا ڀاءُ 

.پهتو منهنجي من ۾ تنهنجي پَــنَ پَــنَ جو پـڑلاءُ“ 
)لهي پاتم كينروك(ــ אياز    
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