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This is a book about a country  wiich
occupies hali ¢ Europe and a third of Asia. altogether
a sixth of the carth’s land surface. It stretehes over more
than 172 degrees ol longitude, and covers almost the
eintire width of the northern hemisphere. Iis farthest

h
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limits to east and west are so far apart that when dawn
is rising in one, dusk iz falling in the other. It takes
an express train more than a week 1o travel across the
whole breadth of the fand.

Fternal Arctic ice in the north contrasts with the Trans-
caticasian subtropics to the south, the sultry Turkmenian
deserts, with the Siberian taiga which stretehes as far as the
eve can see. The Pamir and Tien Shan peaks pierce the
clouds, while there are smooth-rolling plains in the Ukra-
inc and Kazakhstan. The diversity of the country’s land-
scape and climate is truly boundless. When the Mayv sun
warims the air {o 30 C in the Central Asian vallevs, in the
Far North the cold is so severe that metal becomes as brit-
tle as glass and machinery breaks down.

This is a book about a country which is
often still called Russia. But this is not quite correct.
Russia or, rather, the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist
Republic (RSFSRY is merely one, though the largest, oi the
fifteen equal Union republics of which the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (LSSR) is comprised.

The USSR’s 260 million citizens speak 130 languages
and have five different alphabets. That, however, does
not prevent them frow understanding one another perfect-
Iy, from jointlv tackling the most diilicult undertaking
and producing the country’s wealth and developing the
new, Soviet culture.

This is a book about a country  which,
sixty vears ago, set out upon the unprecedented road of
building a socialist society. At that time it lagged techno-
logically and economically some fifty or a hundred vears
behind the industrialized capitalist countries. Three-quar-
ters of its population could not even read or write. Add
{o this the country's utter economic ruin, the faniine and
povertv—the terrible consequences of the First World War
and the Civil War. And then the hostile encirclement by
the capitalist powers bent on stifling in ils infancy the
first state of the workers and peasants in the world.
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This and much else had to be overcome by the peoples
of a country that seemed to foreigners to be a mysterious
sleeping giant. At that time, sixty years ago, there were
very few foreigners who believed that the social “experi-
ment” could succeed.

Under the leadership of the Party of Lenin, the Soviet
people embarked upon a hitherto untrodden path. They
sticceeded, surmounting all difficulties, in building a de-
veloped socialist society. Their successes, and the mistakes
unavoidable for a trail-blazer, provided historical expe-
rience useful for other people> today.

This is a book about a country which
accounts at present for roughly a fifth of world indus-
trial output. It now leads the world

— in steel and oil,

— in tractors and mineral fertilizers,

— in capital investments in the national economy and

scale of housing construction,

— in stable growth rates of production and the standard

of living. :

The Soviet Union has become a leader of scientific and
technological progress. It has more rescarchers and engi-
neers than any other country in the world.

The USSR ushered in the space era. The world’s first
artificial satellite was made in the USSR. Its space rockets
were the first to overcome the earth’s gravity and travel
interplanetary flight paths. Yuri Gagarin was the first
earthman to flv in space.

The Soviet people are enjoying the benefits of socialism
ever more fully. The country long ago put an end to eco-
nomic crises, unemplovment and inflation. The prices of
consumer necessities and fares and rents are stable and,
as a rule, are among the lowest to be found anvwhere in
the world.

This is a book about a country which ever
since its emergence has been persistently and tirelessly
pursuing a policy of peaceful co-existence with states of
differing social systems, and of vigorously working for
disarmament, and for broad co-operation of all nations on
the basis of oqualit\ and mutual advantage.

The USSR bore the brunt of the Second World War,
making the decisive contribution to the rout of fascism.

4



Victory in the war was sccured at the cost of enormous
loss of life and material damage. Tt took an immense effort
for the country te heal the torible wounds sustained by
the cconomy and to restore the pre-war level of production.

The Soviet Union is {he subject of endless guestions
abroad-—questions which are put to Soviet citizens tra-
velling in other countries on official business or as {ourisis,
and questions which are also sent in to Novosti Press
Agency by readers of our magazines, books and other publi-
cations. We have selected from this mass of questions a hun-
dred of the ones most frequently asked and which seem to
us tobe the most important ones to answer to provide the
questionnaire with a clear idea of Soviet home and for-
eign policy.

The book does not claim to be exhaustive. Rather,
we hope it will be the beginning of a dialogue with our
readers, whose further questions we shall be glad to answer
in our subsequent issues.



I. THE SOVIET STATE,
THE COMMUNIST PARTY
AND THE TRADE UNIONS

What has socialism given to the people
over the past 60 years?

This question invites a long discussion, and we deal
with it in greater detail in other parts of this book. But
bri L v, the achievements of socialisin can be sunimed up as
follows.

Socialism has turned into reality what people couild
ontv dream about in the old davs:

— il has made the Soviel pcople the genuine, coliec-
tive masters of their country;

— it has freed them from all forms ol exploitation;

— it has eliminated class, racial, national and other
privileges and ensured actual social equality

— it has crcated an entirely new ’[\pe of democracy
which has given each citizen the opportunity to take part
in the running of factories, cities and in fact the whole
of society;

— it has provided Soviet citizens with rml pportu-
nities to have jobs in line with their speciali Atlo‘l and
put an end fo unemployment and poverty;

— 1t has madce education and the highest achicvements
of world culture available to all;

— it has established a nation-wide free medical service
to serve the entire population:

— It has set up a democratic sccial security svstem
and provided modern, low-rent housing lor Soviet citi-
ASIES

— il has pro claimed as its key task the harmonious
development of the individual, and has been purposefully
and consistently pursuiug policies to this end;
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— it has built up a strong economy, raised living
standards, and freed Soviet citizens from anxietv about
the morrow, giving them confidence in the {uture:

— it mmated “the policy of peace and co-operation
between nations, and has always consistentiy and tirelessly
pursued this policy.

You describe your State as being a state
oi the whole people. How does
it differ from the dictatorship of the proletariat?

First of all let us explain the concept of the “dictator-
ship of the proletariat”. This is a term in political science
signifying the wielding of state power by the working class.
Socialist society is not established all at once. Between
capitalism and socialism there lies a transition period of
revolutionary transformation of the former into the latter.
The state in that period is described by Marxism-Leninism
as the revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat.

In other words, the d1ctator\h1p of the proletariat is
the rule of the \\orkmg class which, in an aliiance with
the peasantry, and with the participation of the working
people generally, builds a new society, a society without
exploitation.

What are the objectu es and functions of this rule?

The main purpose the proletariat seeks to achieve—and
so the main purpose of its rule—is a constructive one. I1 is
the creation of a new, socialist, economy, the abolishing
of antagonistic classes and the elimination of the sources
of man’s exploitation of his fellow men, and a cullural
revolution.

To achieve these objectives, the workers’ government
in Russia had to nationalize the economy with all possible
speed, destrov the existing and set up a new machinery
of State. Inimical elements of the old society opposed to
the Soviet bodies of power, that is, those living on un-
earned income, stich as rentiers, capitalists, landiords and
others, were deprived of the right {o vote. These persons
did not exceed two or three per cent of the population.
But the other 98 per cent—the overwhelming majority!—
for the first time received the real possibility of taking
part in the running of the State. In the State Duma of
the tsar's making there werc just about a dozen workers
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and next to no peasants among more than 400 members.
The rest were landlords, clergymen, members of the capi-
talist class and merchants. Afler the victorious socialist
revolution, workers and peasants ran the Soviets (or coun-
cils), new bodies of state power at all levels, providing
eifective democracy for the overwhelming majority of
the population.

However, former capitalists, engineers and army officers
were not barred from taking part in the life of the country.
They were ofiered jobs, and many of them co-operated with
the Soviet government. In 1919, jor instance, about 35,000
vencrals and officers formcrly of the tsar’s army, were in
active service in the Red Army.

Iistory records a number of instances where revolutio-
nary violence has been exerted by the werking class with
the objeet of seizing power from the exploiters. But this
is not cnough. Force must continue to be emploved to de-
fend the revolution against its enemies. Consider the Paris
Commune of 1871, the first state of the dictatorship of
the proletariat in history. The counter-revolutionary bour-
geoisie launched a civil war against the prolelariat, and
liquidated the Commune in a bloodbath

Recall, too, in Russia, in the first vears of Soviet power,
the numerous plots and revolts against the revolutionary
reforms, and then the Civil War itself—all inspired by the
Russian and world bourgeoisie. Take the ruthless suppres-
~ion of the proletarian revolutions in Germany in 1918
and in Hungary and Latvia in 1919. The revoiulionaries,
unlike the bourgeoisie, did not always bring the full weight
oI their power 1o bear on their antagonists, and this was
their undoing.

The Russian proletariat, too, treated the vanguished
exploiting class mildly. After the 1917 October revolution,
for instance, nobody disbanded the bhourgeois parties.
And only sabotage and White terror by the bourgeoisie
{the attempt on Lenin's life and the assassination of some
prominent Soviet leaders) forced the Soviel government
to take counter-measures. In a country where the bourgeoi-
sie behaves sensibly, Lenin said, the tasks of the proleta-
rian government will be ecasier and the proletariat will
not have to resort to force.

Today, a (le\n oped socialist socie t\, as described by
Lenin in 1918, has been built in the Soviet Union. It is
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lefined as one in which socialism has taken firm root in all
\; heres—political, cconomic, social and cultural—of the
tife of scciety.

‘With the building of socialism, the stale of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat gradually turns into a state of the
entire people, a political organization ol the whole people
with the working class plaving the leading roic. As the
exploiting classes are abolished, the function of suppres-
sing their opposition becomes redundant, and the main
twictions of the socialist state, those of organizing and
running the economy and promoting education and cull-
ural progress, develop in every possible way. This is the
nrincipal difference between the state of the entire people
and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

What is democratic cenfralism?
Is centralism compatible with democracy?

Democratic centralism is the major principle of the

structure and operalion of the Soviel state. It implies:

- that all bodies of power, from the highest to the
lowest, are elected:

-~ that they report regularly to their electors and the
hudm over them;

-~ the subordination oi the minority to the majority;

that the decisions of superior bodies are binding on
thie bodies under themn.

Taken together, these essential conditions guarantee
that democracy, i. e., the effective political power of the
wajority, the working people, and their initiative and
narticipation in the process of government, is exercised
it practice, that it is a reality in evervday life.

Centralism, we believe, does not oppose but supplements
deinocracy. To be more exact, they are mutually comple-
mentary. Democratic centralism implies the most exten-
sive and free discussion at the stage of draﬁing decisions.
The decisions finally adopted after such discussion are
tuken by the majority for the majority, and are binding
for ali. Violation of the will of the majority is violation
oi democracy. This procedure Is observed both for state
ceonomic development pians (which have the force of law)
and for other laws.

The principle of demecratic cenlralism cements the
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Soviet system from {op to bottom and vice versa into an
integral whole.

Is centralization or decentralization of government
thie prevalent tendency in the USSR?

Need the two be apposed? The structure of the Soviet po-
litical svstem is such that the tendeney is for the m o move
{owards cach other, as it were. Cn tie oue he there is
a continual 1Jp1uen ent of the centralized administra-
tion of the social life of society, and o the other, there is
a constant growth in the jurisdiction and initiafh'o of the
lower bodies of poser as miore and imore w orking people
take an ever greater part in the cot s political life.

The interests ol the sociali i goal
is to ensure rising living standards for tie p ople, require
a concentration ol for - Lo their

11
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rees and resources witlt a vie
most efficient utilization. With the ¢rowth in the scale
of economic and cultural developmenit, the role of centra-
lized administration also increases In cconomic manage-
ment, centralization is essential for the carrving out of
major national programmes, and I>r 0T dinating secti-
onal and territorial development long-term plans
with current planning.
But centralized management is st one side of the
natter. The Central Commitiee’s Report to the 25th Cong-
ress of the Communist Party ol the Soviet Union reads:
“Another, very iuiportant link in the improvement of
ceonomic management is the improcement of the organi-
zationel structure and methods of managemeni. We shall
have to reinforce both principles of democratic centralism
simultaneously. On the one hand, centralism ;~<1 be de-
veloped and a barrier thereby raised 1o de partmental and
parochial tendencies On the othier, it is necessary io pro-
mote democratic principles and local initiative, and to
relieve the upper cchelons of management from petty mat-
ters and ensure speed um fexibilitv in decision-making.”
The developnient of democratic principles is especially
vell illustrated in local government. Recer w”" the powers
of focal Soviets were considerably increased. Thev were
made responsible for all establishinents and u\amzations
serving the lccal population, and for all state housing.
They participate in the planning and co-ordination of

&t
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the operations of the plants and factories on their territory.

Another illustration is provided by the extensive and
many-sided werk conducted by the trade unions. Practi-
cally no question of importance bearing on plans, wages,
output quotas or the distribution of incomes is decided
without their participation. Various public organizations
are yet another important avenue of citizens’ participa-
tion in the management of society. Together with the trade
unions, which have a membership of more than 113 mil-
lion, they embrace almost the entire adult population
of the country.

I have heard that work is under way
on a new Constitution for the USSR. | would
be interested to know what changes are going

to be made in the present Constitutien, and why.

A new Constitution has been drafted. The work was
done by a commission headed by the General Sec-
retarv of the CPSU Central Committee, Leonid Brezhnev.

The draft was published at the beginning of June
and it will be discussed on a nalion-wide scale,

The existing Constitution was adopted in 1936. It re-
flects and gives legal expression to the victory of socialismn
in the USSR, formalizing its basic principles.

But life is moving forward. [n the past forty years So-
viet society has become much more mature.

In place of the foundations of a socialist economy we
now have a developed and technically well-equipped so-
cialist economic systen.

An active process is taking place whereby the difleren-
ces bhetween town and country, between the working class
and those working the land are becoming much less
marked. A steadilv increasing proportion of the population
is engaged in intellectuat work. Physical work is increasing-
ly acquiring features of brainwork.

There has been a great stride forward in the education-
al sphere. The country now has universal ten-year secon-
dary education to the age of seventeen. Two-thirds of the
working population have a secondary or a higher cducation.

Over the vears there has been an appreciable drawing
together of all classes and social groups, and Soviet socie-
ty is growing more and more socially uniform,.
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Millions of men and women are drawn into taking part
in the evervday management of the affairs of society and
into the area of decision-making,

A developed socialist society has been built and taske
involved in the building of communism have begun {o be
tackled.

The international position of the USSR has changed
fundamentally. A world secialist system has emerged.

The dralt Conslitution reflects these changes and at
the same time it sums up the main ideas of the previous
Soviet Constitutions, and the constitutions of other co-
uniries of socialism.

‘...What is new in the draft is essentially an extension
and deepening of socialist democracy,” L. 1. Brezhnev
pointed out. Above all, it is a further development of
the democratic principles of the formation and {unctioning
of the Soviets. Ways of strengthening the bonds between
the Soviets and the people have been outlined. The draft
broadly reflects the important role played in the countrv's
life by the trade unions, the YCL, co-operative and other
mass organizations and production work collectives.

The provisions in the present Constitution on civil
rights are substantially extended. The general principle
ol equality of the citizens is proclaimed, while the pro-
visions regarding specific social and economic rights affect-
ing the very foundations of human life (for example,
the right to work, rest and leisure, health protection)
are developed and extended. The political righls and
freedoms of Soviet citizens are defined in greater detail
than in the previous Constitution.

In the draft Constitution the duty of the citizen {o
work honestly and conscientiousty and defend his Homie-
fand isemphasized. The  duties of <afcgt iarding e
interests of the Sovict state, of he ping to maintain public
order and protect public property, ol protecting nature
and guarding its wealth and preserving cuttural valoes
are formulued as constitutional provisions. The drait
prociaims it a duty of Soviet citizens 1o educaie childron
and bring them up as worthy meimbers of socialist sociciv,

The dralt includes a chapier on “Social Development
and Culture” which points out that the state shows con-
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cerin for the development of education, science and art
and for the improvement of the working and living con-
ditions of the people.

A further strengthening of socialist law and order is
clearly reflected in the draft Constitution.

The basic [eatures of the federative structure of the
Seviet Union, the soundness of which has been fully
confirmed in practice, are preserved

The draft reflects a new stage in the development of
the Soviet national cconomy, it poinis out that the eco-
nomy of the USSR has become a single national economic
complex incorporating atl the eclements of social pro-
duction, distribution and exchange in the country. The
draft also endorses such an important principle ol socia-
list economics as the combination of planned centralized
management with economic independence and initiative
on the part of enterprises and production associations.

This is the first drait Constitution which includes a
chiapter on “Foreign Policy”. It says that the Soviet state
consistently pursues the policy of peace and that it advo-
cates the strengthening of the securily of nations and
broad international co-operation.

Would you please explain why there is only one
candidate for election to a Soviet.

This is not stipulated by the law, which does not limit
the number of candidales that may stand, but is an eslab-
lished practice, a tradition.

[11 bourgeois countries too, ol course, only one candidate
ol a party usually stands in a constituency. Normally there
are as many candidates for a seal as there are parties
contesting the election. We, however, have only one par-
ty—the Communist Party-—so that where it nominates a
candidate there is only the one candidate for the seat.

[ might be argued that in the capitalist countries inde-
pendent candidates may also stand. This is so. But we also
have independent candidates, although they are not de-
seribed as such., Here, too, a candidate need not necessarily
be au member of the political party. Candidates are nomina-
ted to represent an electoral district. Usually in the course
of an clection campaign the Communist Party, the trade
unions, the Young Communist League aud other public or
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ganizations agree on which electoral disirict a candidate
will stand in, and on the ca hddtc for this district. And
where the candidate is not a member of the Party hie is
unfailingly supported by tm Communists. In the 1975
elections to the local Soviets, for exampte. over two mil-
lion deputies were clected. Less than hall of them were
Communist Party members,

In one of your booklets you claim that the State
in the USSR is ruled by workers and peasants.
Does ihis mean that you deny the role

of professional MPs?

The great majority of Soviet deputics are indeed rep-
resentatives of workers and farmers. The deputies exercise
their parliamentarian duties in addition to their normal
work, and without pay.

This svsten suits us best. Why? Because we consider
that it best ensures the exercise of (“ sineeratic principles
in government and in deciding all the importanl matters
ol State. The voters are able to keep ait eve on the activi-
ties of the representative thev have efected to government,
to see how he fulfils the mandate which thev gave him
during the elcction campaign and which he is to carry
out.

No less essential irom the standpoint of the democratism
of bodies o f tate power is that deputies (MPs) are, in fact,
genuine representatives of the working peopie, ol the majo-
rity.

But when we look at professional MPs, the example of
the bourgeois countries shows that thev are usually rep-
resentatives of the wealthy classes rather than of the work-
ing population.

We do not consider such a svstem to be democratic.

At this point it may be asked lhow a non-professional
MP can make decisions on a professional level oni important
public matters. Will he be well-informed enough and ex-
perienced enough if he spends much of his time, sav, at the
bench or in the flelds?

This is a rcasonable question. The point is, however,
that in selecting candidates, the nominating bodies care-
fully weigh up their qualities—in the political and moral
spheres, and in their work—and take into account what
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experience the person nominated has of work in the Party,
trade unions and lower-level Soviets, his organizing abi-
lities, and so on. As a result, candidates and deputies are
usually those who have been accepted after close scrutiny
by their electors, and =0 can be expected to be fully com-
petent to deal with important public matters.

In addition, deputies have ample opportunity to con-
sult specialists such as lawyers, economists, statisticians,
etc. in government departments, and can therefore get
whatever facts or advice they may need—for example, in
dralting legislation.

While exercising their parliamentary Iunctions depu-
ties are freed from work without loss of pay, and may use
all modes of transport iree of charge. Thev also enjoy spe-
cial immunity under the law.

You write that a deputy who has broken

the commitments he assumed during the election,
can be recalled by his electors and replaced

by another deputy.

Does this mean that on being elected a deputy he
does not automatically become

a representative of the nation

and thus independent of his electorate?

We have partly answered this question. It is quite cor-
rect that on being elected a depuly to a Soviet he does not
become independent ol his electorate. He cannot act ag-
ainst their will.

Our system of representation rejects the idea that a
deputy should be able to ignore the opinion of his electors
if he thinks that their opinion contlicts with the national
interests.

We consider that a depuly must be responsible to the
electorate and accountable to them. The collective opi-
nion of the electorate is an expression of their most inipor-
tant needs and demands. The electors send their represen-
tative to a body of power (a Soviet) so that he can carry
out their wishes and their instructions as he is bound to do
in a system ol democratic goveriiment based on genuinely
democratic representation.

The essence of socialist democracy is the drawing of as
many people as possible into the government of the State,
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and this, of course, presupposes that they not only have
the right to elect their representatives to a bedyv of power,
but also to co-operate with them actively in carrving out
the tasks of govermment and also the power to control
their activities.

Every vear all deputies report to their electors on what
they have heen doing in their official role and how theyv have
carried out the instructions they received from their elec-
torate at the time of eleetion. 1 a deputy has lallen <hort
of {the expectations of his eleclors, and does not carry out
Nis duties the wav he should, the electors have the right to
recall him and call a new election. Such cases are not {re-
quent but they do occur. During the past ten years some
4,000 deputies (out of the two million deputies elected to
Soviets at all levels) have been recalled.

Is there any difference

between your parliament’s two chambers,
the Soviet of the Union

and the Soviet of Nationalities?

Which of the two is more important?

The rationale for the USSR Supreme Soviet’s bicameral
system will be found in the country’s federal svstem and its
multinational population. The Soviet of the Union repre-
sents the interests of the entire Soviet people, the Soviet
of Nationalities, those of the country’s various nationali-
ties.

Hence the different ratios of representation. The So-
viet of the Union has one deputy from each 300,000 of the
population generally; in the Soviet of Nationalities each
national republic, regardless of size or population, has 32
deputies. Thus the huge Russian Federation, with its po-
pulation of 135 million, and tiny Estonia with a popula-
tion of only 1.5 million each have the same number of de-
puties. The same rule holds for the Autonomous republics,
Autonomous regions and National arcas, which have res-
pectivelv eleven, five and one deputics cach. Of the 1,517
deputies returnied to the Supreme Soviet at the last, June,
1974 elections, 767 were elected to the Soviet of the Union,
and 750, 1o the Soviet of Nationalities.

Otherwise, the two chambers are identically organized
and operate on the same pattern. Botl are elected at the
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same time and in {ull for four vearson the basis of universal,
direct and equal suffrage by secret ballot. Each elects for
the entire term a Chairman and four Vice-Chairmen and
forms provisional and slanding commissions.

The two chambers jointly elect a Presidium of the Sup-
reme Soviel and set up all the highest bodies of govern-
ment. Thus, they form the Council of Ministers, elect the
Supreme Court, and appoint the Procurator-General, who
are fully accountable to the Supreme Soviet, which may
dissolve or dismiss them at any time.

The Soviet system of popular representation has no
division intc upper and lower chambers of parliament.
Both chambers enjoy equal rights, and the decisions they
each take have the same force. Both have equal powers
to initiate laws. In accordance with the USSR Constitu-
tion, a law is considered adopted if passed by both cham-
bers by a simple majority vote in each.

As a rule, the two chambers inaugurate and close their
sessions at the same time. However, this does not mean
that they sit at the same time. Each chamber endorses
its own agenda and procedure. Matters may be considered
at joint or separate sittings. Laws, ordinances and other
decisions are adopted similarly, with, for the most part,
discussions conducted separately and decisions taken at
joint sittings.

In the event of disagreement between the two chambers
the Constitution provides a special conciliation procedure.
The issue in dispute issubmitted to a conciliation commis-
sion, which the two chambers formona parity basis. How-
ever, should this bodyv fail to reach agreement or should
its decision fail to satisfy either chamber, the matter in
question is again referred to the chambers for fresh dis-
cussion. Should no agreement be reached this time, the
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet, acting in conformity
with the Constitution, dissolves the Supreme Soviet and
appoints new elections. Thus neither chamber can dictate
to the other.

This organizational structure enables the USSR Sup-
reme Sovict to consider and adopt laws, economic program
mes, budgets and other decisions with an eyve to both the
country’s entire interests and the specific interests ol the
various Union and Autonomous republics, Autonomous
regions and National areas.
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Why does the Supreme Soviet of the USSR meet
for only several days at a time, while the parliaments
of capitalist countries hold their sessions for months?

Foreigners sometimes have the idea that the responsibi-
lities of the USSR Supreme Soviet arc simple and require
little time for their fulfilment, that the deputies come to
Moscow {wice a vear, endorse legislalive acts and then go
back tiome, that their parliamentary actlivities stop at that.

Of course, this is not the true picture at all.

The USSR Supreme Soviet holds two sessions a year,
each session lasting several days. Bul each such session
is preceded by the long and painstaking work of drafting
the Jegislation to be submitted to the de legates for dis-
cussion and )a\\(,;\;&.

Mhat dees this preliminary work consist of?

Out of the 1,317 members of the USSR Supreme Soviet,
about 1,600, i.e. two-thirds, are members of 28 standing
comuissions of the Soviet of the Union and the Soviet of
\dwzm ties. These commissions are the working bodies
which \h dy all questions within the competence of the
Supreme Sovict. The standing commissions take part in
the U:ﬁit ng of laws, thev supervise the operation of laws
previously adopted by the Soviet parliament, examine the
reports of government ministers, cte.

FFor example, over the three summer months (June-
August) of 1976, when the members of parliament in many
countries went ofl for holidayvs, the members of the stand-
ing commissions met in the Kremlin six times in prepara-
tion for the coming session of the USSR Supreme Soviet.

Standing commissions made a studv of the measures
that had been taken in Azerbaijan in the sphere of environ-
mental profection, including prolection of the waters
of the Caspian Sca. Some 80 deputies fo the USSR
Supreme Soviet took part in this work. Among them were
oil workers lsrafil Guseinov and Ragil Ibraghimov and
the Vice-President of the Academy of Sciences of Georgia,
Yevgeny Kharadze. They visited the area in question,
made ‘careiul studv of the collected waterial, and submit-
ted the results of their investigation to the Commission for
Nature Conservation. The suggestions and recommenda-
tions made bv the deputies were dulyv taken account of in
the subsequent consideration of this matter by the Sup-
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reme Soviet, the covernment and the appropriate minis-
tries and departrents,

In addition, the USSR Supreme Soviet appoints spe-
cial commissions for the study of questions that do not
conte within the competence of the standing commissions.

I have read a brochiure en your local Soviets but I got
no answer to the question that interests me.

How do they differ from fown councils in Britain

or France, let us say?

In contrast fo capitalist countries, we have nc divi-
sionn into the government bedies that consist of appoin-
ted officials and the self-government bodies that deal with
local allairs under the supervision of the above-mentioned
authorities. The verv notion of “administrative guardian-
ship” over lecal self-government is alien to the Soviet
state system.

Nor are there any hig l' - and local authorities the in-
terests of which would clash. All local executive bodies
are elected by the Soviets 1‘1 are accouniable to them in
evervthing thev do.

Local SO\ fets deal with and take decisions on practi-
cal matters concerning industrial and agricultural produc-
tion, public education, cultural questions, health, social
sceurity, trade, catering and other services, town improve-
ment, housing  construction, the municipal economy,
and the preservation of law and order.

Unlike town councils, Soviets have sole charge of the
land on their territory (there are no private landowners),
and their activities embrace all areas of the life of society.
Soviets also differ from the town councils in capitalist coun-
tries by their composition. The majority of Soviet depulies
are workers and {armers. More than a quarter of the de-
puties are under the age of thirty.

Much of the detailed \\01k of local administration is
done by standing commitfees of local Soviets, and these
committees are continuing to improve the functions and
methods of their work. Tne\ represent one of the main
formsof deputies’ activities. Altogothe , local Soviet stand-
ing committees accouitt for about 1,800,000 deputies, or
more than three-quarters of the total number of deputies.
The committees are also assisted in their work by
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some 2,600,000 activists representing broad sections of the
public.

To sum up, local Soviets have full jurisdiction over all
matters pertaining to their territorv as outlined above.
This is their principal distinction from town councils in
capitalist countries.

The Bolshevik Party emerged as a revolutionary party,
a party that opposed the entire system of government

in Russia. Then it becaine the ruling party in the country.
Has it retained its revolutionary spirit

in these new circumstances, and, if so,

in what way is this spirit manifested?

Since the Communist Parly of the Soviet Union (the
CPSU) became the ruling party, its revolutionary spirit
has been manifested in the first place in its leading role
in the revolutionary activities that have iransformed So-
viet society into what it is {oday. This revolutionary spi-
rit can also be scen in the way in which the Party has car-
ried out its internationalist duty to the revolutionary move-
ment throughout the world.

On the domestic scene the revolutionary character of
the Party has manifested itself in the impressive rate of
industrialization of the country, in the transformation of
its agriculture, in a cultural revolution, in the creation of
the firm material and technical base of socialism, in the
solution of the nationalities question, in the building of
the developed socialist society we have todayv, in other
words, in all those many things we have already spoken
about, all those many things which are the direct result of
the revolutionary activity of the Communist Party, acti-
vity that has its roots in the revolutionary ideas of the
October revolution.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union is a Lenin-
ist party. A whole epoch of world history is closely asso-
ciated with Leninism, an cpoch of fundamental revolutio-
nary changes in the social make-up of the world. Our Par-
ty has alwavs extended and will continue to extend its
moral, material and political support to peoples fighting
for their freedom and independence, fighting imperialism
and neo-coloniali~m i all its forms. "We are acting as
our revolutionary conscience and our comnuulist convie-
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tions have prompted iz to act”. said the General Secretary
of the CPSU Central Committec. Leonid Brezhnev, at the
25th Party Congress.

This loyut) to the principles of prolefarian interna-
tionalism is the best expression of the revolutionary cha-
racter of the Comununist Party. The peonle of Vietnam,
Chile, Laos and Angola, and of many other countries that
have received all-round assistance from the Soviet Conmmu-
nist Partv hail its revolutionism.

Why is there only one party in the USSR?
Does socialism exclude a multi-party sysiem?

The fact that there is only one political party, the Com-
munist Party, in the Soviet Union is a result of specific
historical circumstances.

Before the 1917 October revolution there were quite a
few political parties in Russia. Some of them, the conser-
vatives, were upholders of tsarism, while others pursued
reformist policies. The party of Communists alone sought
to revolutionize society and abolish economic, social, po-
litical and other forms of inequality. The Communists’ pro-
gramme met the interests of the overwhelming majority of
the people.

The Communists were above all the party of the work-
ing class. There were other democratic forces as well,
which reflected, in particular, the views held by a part of the
peasantry. The Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs), for in-
stance, enjoved considerable influence. Far from refusing
to act jointly with them, the Communists considercd it
necessary to form an alliance with them.

After the victorious October revelution, too, the Com-
munist Parly was prepared to continue that alliance. As
it commanded an absolute majority in the supreme hody of
stale power—the All-Russia Central Executive Committee
(which had been elected by a Congress of “}()\'id% and com-
prised 62 Communists, 99 Left Socialist Revolutionaries
and 10 representatives of other three pdrl ¢s)—the Commu-
nist Party was entitled to form a onc-party cabinet.
Nevertheless, it invited the Lelt SRs to take part in the
government.

I the latter half of November, 1917, pressed by the rank
and file, many of whom were inclined to join the Bol-
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sheviks, Left SR leaders agreed to the Bolsheviks’ propo-
sal. They declared themselves “prepared to follow a Soviet
policy”. The newly-formed government included seven SR
representatives.

It soon transpired, however, that the Sccialist Revo-
lutionaries had not the least intention of co-operating with
the Communists in carrving out a programme of socialist
reforms. As early as March, 1918, theyv leit the coalition
government on their own initiative, and in Julv of that
year staged an armed revolt in Moscow against the Soviet
government.

The pettyv-bourgeois parties were not forced 1o disband,
as some Western historians try to have it. They left the
political scene after having compromised themselves in
the eves of the people. The very course of developments
obliged the Commumists to assume sole responsibility for
the country’s future.

But the single-party svstem is not necessarily typical of
socialist societv. In a number of socialist couniries, e. g.,
Bulgaria, Pcland, the German Democratic Republic and
others, operate multi-partv svstems. Their principal feature
is that the Communist and Workers' parties play the
leading role in a popular front uniting democratic parties
and public organizations whose objective is the building ol
socialism.

If practically all Soviet citizens share Communist
views, why is it that only 16 million of them
belong to the Communist Party?

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union does not set
out to include all the adult population of the country. It
unites on a voluntary basis the more politically aware and
active representatives of the working class, the farmers and
the inteilectuals. To be a CPSU mewmiber, it is not enough
to recognize and share the Partyv Programmnie and Rules.
Orne must take an active part in the building of communism,
personally work in one of the Party organizations and car-
ry out Party decisions.

The greater role being plaved by the Party in the life of
societv, its growing prestige and iniluence are not achieved
by a mere mechanical expansionof its membership. Follow-
ing a political course that meets the vital interests of the
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people, is what ensures the Parly the entire Soviet people’s
support and trust. It is significant that manv citizens, not
belenging to the Partv, describe themselves as “non-card-
carrving Communists”, expressing in this wav their so-
lidarity with the policy pursued by the Party.

When you refer {o the Communist Party’s leading
role, what is meant by this expression?

We mean first of all that the Party acts as the political
leader of the people, and lavs down the direction of soci-
elv’s development,

Communism is built on the basis of the revelutionary
Marxist-Leninist theoryv. A purposelul, theoreticallyv sub-
stantiated approach underlies the management ol all pro-
cesses involved in the building of communisni. Now, that
the material and technical base of the future socicty is
being laid, the theory of scientific communisi assumes
ever greater importance. We are nioving elong an unirod-
den path, building asociety new to the world. This is what
makes il so important for us to contribute creatively to
Marxist-Leninist thecry, draw lessons frewn the building
of soctalism and communizm in the USSR and other coun-
tries, and thereby arrive at an optimum uni{y of theory
and practice. The successiul development of communist
society depends on it.

The growing scale and complexity of the tasks invelved
in building communism poses ever greater demands in the
way ol the political, organizing and ideological guidance
of the whole of the immense work involved in creating the
new society. The Party leads the Soviet people towards
one goal.

I have often read that Communists in the USSR
enjoy much greater privileges than
other citizens. Is this true?

If by privilege you mean a chance to get something that
others cannot get, then Soviet Communists have none. Peo-
ple who try to use their membership in the Parfy {o get
exira benefits are expelled from it.

Tao be in the Party means alwavsio put the people’s inte-
resi before one’s own. One can be an expert in one’s line, a
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good worker and a good citizen without carrving a Party
card, but one cannot be a Communist unless one sets an
example to others in work, in public activity and in cne’s
private life.

If that is a privilege, Communists do enjoy it.

What is the relationship between the Soviet State
and the trade unions in your country?

To begin with, Soviet trade unions and the labour
unions of the capitalist countries operate in fundamentally
different conditions, and therefore the way they function
cannot be judged by the same criteria.

Trade unions in the Soviet Union are set up at industri-
al enterprises which do not belong to private individuals,
as is the case under capitalism, but to scciety as a whole.
Thev operate in a state of working people whose object
is to promote the well-being of the working man, materi-
allv and culturally. Consequently the interests ol the
Soviet trade unions and the interests of the Soviet State
are identical.

More than that, the Soviet State assists the trade unions
in a number of wavs. In the first place it gives them mate-
rial support. The Soviet State provides trade unions with
working premises, it pays the maintenance cost of cultural
centres and libraries, sports facilities, etc. It makes avail-
able to the trade unions sanatoria and holiday homes,
and it provides funds for the entire complex of cultural,
educational and sports activities.

The Soviet State has given the trade unions extensive
rights. Thus, all questions pertaining to work and pay,
questions that immediately concern the interests of the
working man, arc resolved by competent state bodies only
jointlv with the trade unions. In addition, the trade unions
participate directly in the management of production:
there are more than 70 listed cases when the management
can act only with the consent of the trade unions, aid there
are a further 20 listed cases which are the exclusive con-
cern ¢i the trade unions. The trade unions also tuke part
in the drawing up and implementation of the USSR's
national economic plans.

The Soviet trade unions mav, and do, initiate legis-
lation. The All-Unijon Central Council of Trade Uniens
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(AUCCTU), which is the highest {rade union body in
the country, took an active part in the elaboration of the
“Basic Labour Law of the Union of the Soviet Socialist
Republics and the Sovereign Socialist Republics”, the
“Regulations on the Rights of the Local Trade Union
Comumittee at Factories and Plants”, and the national
pensionn laws. Thev participated in the drawing up of
government decrees on pav rises, and in many other instan-
ces involving legislative action by the Soviet State.

And, finally, the State has turned over to trade union
control a part of the national budget concerned with social
security. This means that the trade unions are responsible
for drawing up this budget and administering it. In 1977,
the social security budget stood at 29,800 million roubles
(compare with the 17,200 million roubles appropriated
for national defence).

From whom does a Soviet trade union
protect workers?

To answer the question briefly, one can say: from exces-
sive zcal and from burcaucracy, whether departmental or
on the part of individual managers, who distort the policy
pursued by the Party and government for the democratic
management of production and who, being incapable of
organizing production properly, seck to fulfil the produc-
tion plan by hook or by crook, ignoring labour laws and
the terms of collective agreements.

Other protective functions of the Soviet trade unioens
are that nobody can be dismissed from his work without
the consent of the trade union; and no shop or factory can
be put into operation without the prior approval of the
trade union as to working conditions, safety, etc.

The appointment of managers must also have trade
union consent. And the union may demand the dismissal
of a manager who has broken the labour law or the terms
of a colleclive agreement. Such dismissals at the insistence
ol the unions do occur, but they are rare. This is because
the majorily of Soviel managers either started on their
carecers as ordinary workers or come from working-class
families, and this reduces the possibility of serious conflicis
arising between management and workers.
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Can workers have the state economic plan changed
it they think its targets are unrealistic?

Yes, and such cases do happen. If a factory or plant is
given a production plan with impracticably high target
figures, the factory management and the irade union com-
mittee have the right to have it corrected.

But, as a rule, the opposite is the case. It frequently
happens that state production plans cannot envisage all
the latent possibilities for raising production, smnething
that only the appropriate \\or]\mg collective—the factory
workers and the factory management-—who receive their
assignments from government planning departments are
equipped to know. In such cases the trade union organiza-
tions draw up their own, revised, pla‘1< Such plans serve
the interests ol both the workers and the Soviet State.
Those who meet the upwardly revised target figures get
bigger bonuses. Thus, in 1976, about 14,000 mch plans
were adopted.

Are there laws in the Soviet Union that limit
the rights of the trade unions?

Over the past 60 vears there has not been a single law
passed i1 this country that has curtailed or aimed to Curtall
the rights of the trade unions in the slightest degree. Trade
unions do not have o register with any government boc y and
neither their activities nor their de%ts are subject to
government conirol. Trade unijons are independent orga-
nizations and operate in accordance with the Rules of
Trade Unions of the USSR and the Rules of Branch Unions.

May Soviet citizens set up organizations
of their own and print periodicals?

They certainly may and they widely use the right. In
this country  there are varicus public organizations.
Apart from the trade unions, there erer vouth and sports
organizations: composers’, writers', jot ists’ and artists’
unions; co-operative assccialions: cu M”rai technical, sci-
entific, religious and other societies

The right of Soviet citizens te unite i public organiza-
tions is guaranteed by the USSR Constitution. Voluntary
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socielics and organizations maintain contacts with similar
organizations abroad and act as hosts to visitors from other
countries. Thev belong to appropriate international orga-
nizations. Mass organizations mayv sponsor legislation
and nominate candidates for election to bodies of state
power.

State bodies place at the disposal of public organiza-
tions buildings, means ol communication, prinling houses,
stocks of paper, etc. i. c¢., provide them with material
conditions for publishing their periodicals, books and
pamphlets.

To illustrate, there is the Leninist Young Communist
League (YCL or Komsomol), which unites 34 million voung
men and women of the country. The Koemsomol dircets
the work of the voung pioneers’ organization of 23 miilion
schoolchildren. It has at its disposal extensive facilities for
many different forms of activity among voung people: it
publishes some 226 newspapers and magazines for school-
children and the vouth, with a fotal circulation of over
70 million copies; it also has three publishing houses which
put out cbout 50 million copies of books and pamphlets
annually.



. ECONOMICS,
PLANNING,
EMPLOYMENT

How has Soviet industrial output
grown in relation to world industrial output
over the past 60 years?

The following table shows the growth of the USSR’s
share in world industrial production and its growth as
regards several keyv indicators relative to the United States:

913 | 1975
Share of the USSR in world
industrial preduction 40 2004
Output in the USSR expressed as per-
centage of USA output:
industiial output 12.5 over 80
power ottput 8 50
cil production 27 120
steel production 15 128
production of artificial ferti- 3 125
lizers
production of cement 13 188

Pre-revolutionary Russia reached the peak of its eco-
omic develepinant in 1915, Then came the irst World
War, the Civit Wear ¢ 1(re'01 riititary intcrvention,
all of which throw the covmn’s ecoremy back for many
vears. ll was not until 1926 that the Soviet Union regai-
ned the 1913 level of industrial develepment.

The diificultics and complexitics that altended the
country’s economic develepment can be sumined up as
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follows. Nearly twenty years were lost fighting wars that
were forced upon the Soviet Union, and in making good
the war-devastated cconomy. Hence, on ncrmal reckoning,
it took the Soviel State not 60 years, but a mere 40 years
to achieve its present level of economic development.

It is precisely this dynamic rate of development that
frightens the proponents of the capitalist world whose
economy has been virtually marking time over the past
decade. They would like to slow down the rate of our eco-
nomic development by a further massive build-up of arms
that would force us to spend more on defence at the expense
of our economic progress. And lo justily their insane desire
for yet more and more arms, they hypocritically talk about
a “Soviet military threat”.

The year 1975, the figures for which we have compared
with those for 1913, was the last vear ol the ninth five-
year plan period. The current tenth five-vear plan (1976-80)
has even higher economic targels. By the end of the period
annual grain production will have increased by 40 mil-
lion tons; the output of steel will have grown by 27.2 mil-
lion tons, that of oil by 149.2 million tons, natural gas
by 145,700 million cubic metres, and electric power by
341,400 million kilowatt-hours.

Who owns and administers the land,

mineral resources and basic means of production
in the USSR?

The land and the mineral resources in our country are
national property. The land is administered by elected
government bodies, the Soviets of Working People's Depu-
ties. Land cannot be bought or sold. If cannot be an object
of speculative deals. Building sites for factories, houses,
roads, elc. may not be bought but are allocated free by
the Soviets.

Land cultivated by collective farms is also national
property, which the state has made available to the farms,
Iree, for use in perpetuily. The other means of production,
such as achinerv, buildings, repair shops, processing
enterprises, etc., areowned by the collective farms. Many
large agricultural enierprises—hothouses, machine shops,
elc.—are owned by several colleclive farms on a co-ope-
rative basis.
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Most industrial enterprises are owned by the state and
o;ermed by dpxmmimc departments of minisiries which
may be at USSR or republic level. Local industrial enter-
prises and e\'c:'j«day service establishimoents ior the
most part run by local Soviets.

What is the distinction you make between private
and personal preperty?

We call private preperty that which derives from the
C\Il(HTauU” oi the \\<,u\ of othiers and which senes the
aim of exploitation. No such property exisis in the USSR.

There is citizens” persenal property. Is source i their
own work, amd its purpose is o satisfv their material and
cultural needs. The real incomes of Soviet people have been
risinig at a rate where theyv double every fifteen vears. An
increasingly greater proportion of incomes is spont on
durable consumer goods such as furniture and carpets,
cars, TVs and tape recorders, ﬂl(_‘zfsur boats, and p(r\(mall
owned houses. P,} the wav, of the more than t

two million
flats and once-Tamily houses bum in the Soviet Union each
vear, four-iiiths belonyg to the state and the remaining
fifth are citizens’ personal property.

A person can do what he Tikes with his earned income,
pension, schojarship grant or other allowance paid by the
state. Things bought with that menev are lmr onal pro-
perty, the rights to wliich are gnulc.mwri under the law.
Their owners mayv sell them, give them away or leave them
to their heirs.

In the Soviet Union, land, mineral resources, industrial
establishments, and the basic means of production may
not be sold or owned as personal promrtv A collective
farmer may own the tec hnical facilities he néeds to cultivate
his own personal plot. But he is not permitted to employ
hired labour.

11

Is enternrise appreciated in the Soviet Union?

Very much so and it is actively enc ged. But only
when it serves the interests of socic
For instance, a mai i 11‘ pecial capacity
for making the best v ed for the run-
ning of his factory: he is ciuumt resourceful and capable
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of taking independent decisions so as to ensure fulfilment
of plan targets in the best possible way. All of this is wel-
corme.

But should he use his talents for personal gain, or
promote his particular cstablishment at the expense of oth-
ers, that is, to the detriment of society and the state, he
is in for trouble. Far from being encouraged, such “enter-
prise” mayv have legal consequences.

Under a capitalist free-enterprise system the shop owner
always sees to it that there are enough goods

on his shelves, for these are the source of his profit.
And the factory owner and the wholesale dealer

do their best to salisfy the demands of the shop owner
with the same aim in mind.

It is difficuit to understand how your people can work
for the good of society lacking the profit motive.

We try to cultivate in people, right from an early age,
the desire to place the interests of society above their own.
This does not mean, of course, thal we ignore the personal
interests of people, for these plav an important role, tco.
Therefore one of the most important tasks, in our opinion,
is to achieve the greatest possible degree of harmony bet-
ween the personal and public interests of Soviet citizens.
However, we do not see any reason why the two should
contlict. The manager of a Soviet store tries to run the
shop in his charge so that it makes a profit. The more
goods he and his assistants sell over and above the plan
target, the higher the bonus thev get for their work. So a
Soviel manager, too, has a personal interest in having a
wide variety of goods on the shelves of his store. The same
applies to the faclories which manulacture and deliver
these goods. The better they work, the higher the remune-
ration of the people involved in the production, delivery
and sale of goods, and the more societv (i. e. the customers)
benefits from this work. By meeting and exceeding the
targets for the production and sale of goods the people
engaged in this activity also serve the interests of the
Soviet state. So our people have both a personal and a so-
cial motive for their work, and the lwo are complemen-
tary.
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How is the probiem of ensuring employment solved
in the Soviet Union, and what is the difference between
vour approach to it and that of Western countries?

The problem of ensuring employment (full emplovinent)
in the USSR was solved half a century ago. This is reflec-
ted in the Constitution of the USSR, which ensures for
everv citizen the right to work.

In our view thc "io‘ht to work is a vardstick of democ-
racv in any count v. Without guaranteed emploviment a
person cannot ha\e an) assurance that he will be able to
provide for himseli and his family; he becomes a toy in
the hands of his emplovers, who must be obeved biindly,
and he runs the risk of finding himself at anyv time among
the armyv of unemploved. There are eighteen million fully
unemploved (fiftv million, including the members of their
families) in the capitalist countries todav, living on re-
lief or receiving no aid.

It is not accidental of course that guarantees of the
right to work are absent from the constitutions of capita-
list countries. To abolish unemployment in the capifalist
world would mean to abolish capitalism: private owner-
ship and the anarchy of private enterprise bred by it would
have to be replaced by common ownership of the means
of production and by a planned economy.

State planning on a national scale enables our country
to co-ordinate the demand for labour with the available
manpower at any given time, including in the long term,
and to locate new factories where it is possible to draw
more workers into production.

There are some areas of the Soviet Union where special
measures have to be taken to ensure {ull emplovment, but,
unlike the capitalist countries, the main problem with
us is a shortage of workers rather thaa of jobs. For over 30
vears now, the demand for manpower in the Sovicl econo-
myv has outstripped the supply.

How can you ensure that pecple work if nobedy

is alraid of losing his job?

We relv on a conscicnticous attitude to werk based on

social awareness—iov discipline il'duke( by fear. We be-

lieve we are justified in this policy, although it ha< to be
admitted there is room for iniprovement.
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In our country, where full emplovment is ensured and
where there are more jobs than workers te fill them, a per-
son really has no fear of unemployment The things that
impel him to work well are the material well-being of
his family, which is directly affected by his work perfor-
mance, and moral incentives—the awareness that increas-
ing national wealth leads to higher living standards for
all. Of course, there has to be a sufliciently high level of
this awareness. Regrettably, with some people it is not
always on a par with the level of democracy in our society.

However, we try to resolve this problem not by curtail-
ing democratic rights (such as guaranteed employment)
and freedoms (such as freedom from unemployment), but
by raising the level of social awareness of the people.
We consider our wav lo be the only one acceptable to a so-
cialist state.

One of your goals has been to bring the economic
development of the republics up to about the same level.
But surely this can only be achieved at the expense
of the more industrialized areas. Is this justified?

[t is justified when you are guided by long-term natio-
nal considerations.

At the time of the October revolution the peoples of
Russia were at widely different stages of development so-
cially and economically. The European part of Russia and
the Urkaine were to some degree industrialized; Byelorus-
sia and Transcaucasia were far behind, and the peoples of
Central Asia and Kazakhstan were still living under feu-
dalism. The Russian working class and its political party
considered it their internationalist duty to help the back-
ward outlying regions of the country to close the gap as
sooll as possible.

With the implementation of the first five-year plan
(1928-32), the volume of industrial output in the old in-
dustrial areas of the USSR doubled, while in the outlying
republics it increased by 3.5 times. In the Central Asian
republics the growth was still higher—approximately
five times. High rates of growth were maintained in sub-
sequent five-vear periods too, partly as a result of centra-
lized planning and a unified technological policy. But the
most important factor was still the centralized redistri-
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bution of the national income. As an illustration of the
:1<<i<tdnca given, the budget of the Tajik Soviel Socialist
Republic in the first five-vear plan period was 417 million
roubles, but only 127 million of the sum was covered by
the republic’s own income.

The Soviet economy generally is characterized by high
rates of growth. But in some areas and republics there was
phenomenal economic growth, thanks to the Leninist po-
licy of giving prioritv to building up the cconomies of the
weaker republics.

Naturally, this atfected the progress of the more indust-
rially advanced parts of the country, but oniy in the short
term—while the disparity between them and the less de-
veloped republlm remained substantial. Past that point,
it became possible to concentrate the efforis of all repub-
lics on other problems, no less important and relevant,
in the name of their common prosperitv. This was done
by pooling efforts and by economic specialization.

Do the state plans cover every aspect
of life in socialist society?

No, and nor were they ever intended to.

Public ownership of the land, mineral resources and
means of production makes it possible {o carry out planning
on a national scale. The socialist state shapes its economic
and social policies proceeding from the fundamental,
tong-term interests of the entire people. It satisfies basic
social needs by a planned use ol resources and rational
distribution of the productive forces. Planning, a corner-
stone of Soviet economic management, has brought about
atl important result. Socialist society has been rid of eco-
nomic crises, unemplovment and inflalion—those con-
comitants of the economies of the capitalist countries.

Our state, however, does not set itseli the impossible
task of planning and regimenting economic and social
lile down to the minutest detail. The state central plan-
ning agencies work out the national requirements for coal,
oil, steel, grain, etc.. and decide on the necessarv approp-
riations, and from there local initiative takes over. It is
decided locallv how the plan targeis can best be fulfilled
and how to use the allocations most efliciently. In other
words, initiative is called for within the framework of the
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plan, initiative which is encouraged in every way for the
further development of society.

Can socialist planning
replace capitalist competition?

First of all, what is capitalist competition? It is the
struggle which takes place between industrial or trading
concerns and belweeit imli\'idu;zls in what the West likes
to call a “free market”, but that we call conditions of anar-
chy, w llC‘I't one man’s gain is another man’s defeat or ruin.

As Ashley Montagu wrote in The 4/7&/10(1/1 Way of
Lije, "A principle of the Aunwerican way of life is the idea
of competition. This takes the ~simple form of going out
and doing better than t.u other even if you have to do him
and his family injury in the process. That can be none of
your concern. After ali, you have your family to think of.
This kind of indifference {o the consequences to others oi

ne’s kOxll[)Ltltl\C jess 1s inherent in the principle of com
petition.” *

Compelition belongs in a seciety where private pro-
perty dominates, and the ruic is “every man for himself™.

Competition mayv  ~tinwlate ocnterprise, innovation,
and efliciency. But not only that. It also engenders ava-
riciousness, ruthlessness. indifference to the public inte-
rest, self-seeking.

Since we have no privale, capitalist property, there
is ne soil for competition. In place of private ownership,
we have public ownership. Soviel factories have only the
onc owner, the people, and do not have to \truggl& against
each other. They do not have industrial secrets that have
to be kept under lock and kev. Every advance in technolo-
gy, in the organization of labour, ete. introduced at some
enterprise becomes common property. It is easy to see
that in Soviet conditions it cannot be otherwise, for it
benelits all.

At the same {ine we do have competition, and encour-
age it, in what is known as the socialist emulation move-
ment. Under this movement millions of people—in a work-
shop oron afarm or a railway—strive to emulate the best

# Ashiey Montagu, The American  Way of Lije, New  York,
1967, p. L0G.
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workers; they compete to fulfil the plan ahead of time and
\\1t less effort than others, and toraise quality and reduce
costs. They look for better and quicker wavs of doing things,
mal\e uggestions and come up with inventions. The ma-
terial remuneration of those taking part in the emulation
moverntent is commensurate with the effort contributed
by each to the common cause. Every person is interested
in raising the efficiency not only of that portion of his
work which yields higher earnings, but also that which
goes into the common “kitty”, or social funds, eventually
to return to him, his family, his mates and his fellow ci-
tizens in the form of modern apartments. iree health ser-
vice, free school and higher education, etc.

Besides individual workers and teams, whole establish-
ments, cities, regions and republics take part in the emu-
lation movement.

[n this movement some forge ahead and some lag be-
hind, but nobody is ruined in the process. The best results
and methods become common property. Those left behind
learn from the winners. The industrial “atmosphere” is
therefore one of assistance and co-operation. The moral
code of the builder of communism is, “One for all and all
for one”.

The story of a turner, G. Nezhevenko of Odessa, now
a pensioner in receipt of a special pension awarded to
distinguished workers, is typical in that respect. Nezhe-
veniko's father was a blacksmith before the revolution, re-
nowned for his skill, and he kept his profes<10na1 secrets
strictly to himseli. When he shoed a horse, he would look
over his shoulder to see if anvone was watching. His son
was a qualified turner. (The Great Soviet Encyclopaedia
mentions him in connection with a cutting tool he invent-
ed which brought about a real revolution in the turning
trade.) He is a [requent visitor at many factories where
he teaches his methods ol high-speed metal-cutting. He
also heads advanced training courses for workers at a fac-
tory making radial machine tools.

The example of the Nezhevenkos, father and son, de-
monstrates the importance of the surrounding social con-
ditions and the ps\'chological climate in which a person
lives. Social conditions mayv stifle the good qualities in a
1man, or they may, on the other hand, help them to deve-
op.
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Does centralized planning not act as a brake
on local initiative?

Let us take a concrete example. The plan for the tenth
five-vear period (1976-80) was approved by the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR on October 29, 1976. Approximately
a vear before, Soviet newspapers printed the CPSU Central
Committee’s draft guidelines for the economic development
of the USSR for the next five vears. The draft was studied
and discussed at local level throughout the country, and
over one million suggestions, additions and amendments
were received from groups and individuals. The more
important of them were incorporated in the “Guidelines
for the National Economic Development of the USSR for
1976-1980", adopted by the 25th CPSU Congress. Other
essential suggestions were forwarded to various establish-
ments to be considered and appraised.

On the basis of the Guidelines, the USSR Council of
Ministers worked out the draft State Five-Year Plan, di-
vided into years, and according to ministries and Union
republics. At that stage all minisiries and departments of
the USSR, republican Councils of Ministers, central and
local economic agencies, the USSR Academy of Sciences
and other bodies took part in the work.

It was continued in the commitiees of the Supremne
Soviet, and only after that was the Law on the Five-Year
Pian adopted by the Soviet parliament.

Even a brief outline like this shows that the plan is
not drawn up by a handful of leaders; a great many men
and women are involved in the drawing up, discussion
and approval of the plan—people who will then be putting
the provisions of the plan into effect.

If everything is co-ordinated in your national
plans, why should they be overiulfilled?

1t is not so much necessary as desirable. Each national
economic plan contains production targets which, if ex-
cceded, can onty benefit everyone. In gencral, in the modern
world, one cannot have too much oil, coal, housing, con-
sumer goods, etc. Hence the targets set for the industries
working directly for consumption are minimum ones.

Does this mean that plan targets are deliberately set
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at a low level? Not at all. In every branch of the economy
and at every enferprise there are additional reserves for
boosting production which it is difficult to foresee at the
time the national plan is being drawn up. It is highly
desirable that such reserves be utilized, and there is always
initiative from the shop floor for exceeding the plan, since,
apart from other considerations, the workers receive bhonu-
ses for greater output. Of course, it would not be sensible
to produce additional motor cars without tyres, or houses
without windows, or to build power transmission lines
where there is no power to be transmitted. It is only expe-
dient to produce something over and above plan when this
is done all along the technological line and-—what is more—
when the product is in demand.

It is widely known that all the previous Soviet five-
vear plans were overfulfilled. In 1976, the first vear of
the current five-vear period, the value of cutput in excess
of the plan came to more than 5,000 million roubles. This
sum represents an increment to the nationa! wealth pro-
duced by the Soviet people through their own initiative.
The sum is sufficient to build more than hali a million ats,
or six hydroelectric power slations, each the size of the
mammoth Bratsk station on the River Angara in Siberia.

What is the difference belween a collective
farm and a state farm?

State farms are state-owned enterprises, like factories,
mines, efc. And collective farms are collective self-adrmi-
nistered economies, or production co-operatives. There are
some 28,000 collective farms and 18,000 state farms in
the Soviet Union.

On a state farm, all means of production are state pro-
pertv. Those engaged in state-farmy production enjov ab-
solutely the same rights and are covered by the same system
of social security and pensions as factory workers, being
a part of the working class. The entire produce of a state
farm belongs to the state.

A collective farm operates on a quite different basis.
There the means of production, except the land, are the
collective property of the farmiers who are members of
the farm. The produce obtained from collectively-owned
fields or livestock belongs to the collective farm, which
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decides how to dispose of it. It keeps a part foritsown needs
or distribution among its members; it sells another part to
the state, and it mav sell the rest at collective-farm mar-
kets or through trading co- operatives. Some collective
farms run shops of their own in cities and towns or keep
stalls in market places.

A state farm is managed by state-appointed executives,
while collective farmers elect their managers.

Collective farms have their Rules, a sort of constitution
governing collective-farm life. The highest administrative
body of a collective farm is a general meeting of
its members. It elects a Board with Chairman at the head—-
a collective executive-adminisirative body which attends
to the daily operations of the farm and represents it in
its relations with government bodies, public organizations
and other collective farms. A general meeting also clects
inspection bodies which are independent of either the
Board or chairman, and which are accountable only to
the entire membership of the collective farm.

State and collective farms work under a plan. Planning
at state farms is directly co-ordinated with the national
economic development plans. Planning at collective farms
is rather different.

On the one hand, the state cannot tell a collective farm
how much to produce and how much fo sell or to keep
for its own needs. On the other, the state must know belore-
hand what it can expect. The point is that the share of
collective and state farms in Soviet agricultural production
is approximately equal, so the contribution made by the
collective farms fo the national economy is very large.
Anarchy in collective-farm production would preclude
any planning on a national scale.

Practice has prompted a system with the help of which
the state secures a set quantity of produce from collective
farms without encroaching upon their independence in
making decisions and without violating the principles of
collective-farm democracy.

This is how it works. A collective farm concludes wilh
the state for soime years ahead a form of supply contract
known as the “fixed plan”. This stipulates a minimun
production figure which is well within the capacity of
the collective farm to meet, and which the state can rely
on. All that the collective farm produces over and above
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this minimum, the state undertakes to buy at premium
prices. This makes it advantageous for the collective farm
1o expand and intensify production.

The collective farms have become large, highly mecha-
nized agricultural enterprises. A collective farm today
averages 6,500 hectares {16,000 acres) and has about 5,000
head of livestock. The average state farm is approximately
twice this size.

The development of collective farms and the growth of
the country’s economic potential have made it possible
1o carry out important social measures, introducing guaran-
teed wages and a syslem of pensions and social security
for collective farmers. All this has helped to even out diffe-
rences in living and working conditions between collec-
tive farmers and state-farm workers, and to reduce still
further the disparity in living conditions between town
and country.

How do you explain the fact that tsarist Russia
exported grain and the Soviet Union has to import it?

Between 1909 and 1913, when Russian capitalism was
in its hevday, the country exported an average of 11 milli-
on tons of grain annually. Grain at that time was practicallv
all that the peasants produced, occupying 88.5 per cent of
the arable land, and bread was their principal food. The fact
that grain was exported does not mean that tsarist Russia
had a surplus. In 1911, 30 million people (20 per cent of
the population of Russia) went hungry. However, the world
market situation was extremely favourable, and Russian
grain exports reached a record figure of 13.5 million tons.

Today, grain output has trebled compared with the
period before the revolution, and vet the Soviet Union
buys grain. Why?

In Soviet times the diet of the population has changed
radically. In 1913, annual per capita consumption of bread
was 200 kllogram\ and of meat, 29 kilograms. Now it is 142
kilograms of bread and 58 kilograms of meat. Bread has
ceased to be the main daily food, ceding its place to ani-
mal products of higher nutritive value. But in order to
develop livestock larming intensively with the aim of
meeting the increasing demand for meat, large quantities
of grain are needed ior fodder.
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Academician Nemchinov, a leading Soviet economist,
has estimated the country’s total demand for grain as a ton
a year per inhabitant. The following table gives the re-
lation between the production of grain and population
growth in the USSR:

Popula-
Average Annual . tion Increase
Years Grain Output (Ijg_res;(t') Year | Growth (per
(million tons) |PEF¢ (mil- cent)
lions)
1961—1965 130.3 — 1966 | 232.2 —
1966—1970 167.6 22.7 1971 | 243.9 5.0
1971—1975 181.5 7.7 1976 | 255.5 4.7

The decline in the rate of growth in grain output in the
first half of the 1970°s was due, as is known, to crop fail-
ures caused by disastrous droughts that hit the country.
But even so, there was an increase in the cutput of grain.
With due account for the crop failures, it can be seen that
grain output in the USSR is growing at a much higher rate
than the population, and the indications are that the ulti-
mate objective of a ton per head will be attained in time.
Meanwhile we continue to need grain for fodder. This
has nothing to do with hread as such. Even the lowest
grain output in the past ten vears (140 million tons in
1975—the result of the drought) is still considerably more
than is needed to ensure, all over the country, a fully ade-
quate and uninterrupied supply of bread and other foods
made from flour.

No acute shortage ol fodder grain was felt until the
Soviet Union began putting its livestock farming on in-
dustrial lines. It is significant that in 1960, when gross
grain output amounted to just 125.5 million tons, 6.8 mil-
lion lons was exported and only 0.2 million tons imported.

Now that mere than 100 million tons of grain a year is
needed for fodder, it is difficult to mcet this demand in
full without imports, even with a grain cutput of 220-
235 million tons a vear, which is considered high by cur-
rent standards. That is why the Soviet Union is buying
grain.
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It should not be forgotten that it not only buys but
also sells grain even in drought vears, faithful to commit-
inents assumed earlier. This, however, refers not to fodder
but to “food” grain.

Why are grain harvests in the USSR lower
than in Western Europe and the United States?

Natural conditions are the main reason.

In the United States, half of the arable land receives
at least 700 millimetres of precipitation a year. The main
grain-producing areas in Belgium, West Germany and France
are usually equally well off. Only one per cent of the
arable land in the United States is situated in a zone of
in:ufficient moisture, while Westernn Eurcpe does not en-
counter this difficulty at all as a rule. Characteristically,
the 1976 drought was regarded there as the “climatic ca-
tastrophe of the century”.

Two-thirds of the grain crops in the Soviet Union are
oblained in what is known as high-risk zones. Forty per
cent of the arable land receives less than 400 millimetres
of moisture a vear, while the optimum, 700 millimetres,
is received by only one per cent of the arable land.

And insutficient water is not the only scourge for So-
viet farming. In 1976, for instance, there was suificient
rain, but the weather was too cold for the crops. Then again,
in winters with little snowiall, the crops sown in autumn
often freeze. As for the North and Siberia, the conditions
for grain growing are difficult almost every vear. Late
spring frosts end at the beginning of June, while early au-
tumn frosts sometines start at the end of July.

On balance, experts say, the bioclimatic potential
in the Soviet Unien’s Jarming zone is only a half that of the
United States and Western Europe. Hence lower harvests.

11 there is & drought, the field will burn out regardless
ot who has sown it, a collective farmer or a private far-
mer. When, in 1976, I'rance failed to obtain a good harvest
hecause there was no rain, and had to resort to imports,
clearly the weather was to blame.

But when the Soviet Union suflers a drought, we find
the Western media blaming the Soviet social system, or
the collective-larm system.

In the 1971-75 period, grain yields in the USSR rea-
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ched on the average alinost 1.5 tons per hectare; they were
as high as 1.6 and 1.7 tons per hectare in the best of those
years. As for the areas with agricultural conditions more
or less comparable with those in the United States and
Westertt Europe (e.g., the North Caucasus, the Crimea,
the south of the Ukraine, and the Baltic area), grain viclds
there have long climbed over the three tons per hectare
mark, which is somewhat lower than the vields in sone
countries of Western Europe but higher than in the United
States.

Pursuing a policy of further intensification of agricul-
ture, investing enormous sums for this purpose, increasing
further {he production of machinery and fertilizers, and
carrving out the largest land improvement programmme in
the world. the Soviet Union aims to make ifs agriculture
independent of the vagaries of the weather.

How do the numbers of persens “fed” by
a US farmer and a Soviet farmer compare?

The United States has four million farmers for o 212
million ')opuiation and in the Soviet Union, 24 mililon
are engaged in UQZILLHITG for a 260 million population.
Ergo, one Soviet farmer feeds eleven persons, or ncarly
one-fifth of the number {ed by one US farner.

This is the way it is often presented in the Western
press. And on the face of i‘é. this is how it seems. But the
comparisorn is not \uI](l 15 we shall see.

The members of the “Pobeda” (Victory) collective farm
in the Ternopol Region of the Ukraine number 1,500 peo-
ple of 136 Speudllllc.. Among them are mechanical engi-
neers, a salety expert, fitters, ‘(umem and milling-machine
operators working at the farm’s repair shops, and elect®i-
clans serving 500 motors. Further, this number includes
managers, economists, book-keepers, cooks and waitres-
ses at the farm’s dining rooms, night-watchmen, cleaners,
truck drivers, concrele lavers, masons and carpenters be-
longing tothe inter-farm construction organizations; fores-
ters looking after the collective-farim forests; operators
serving the radio and telephoiie systems on the farm. In
Soviet statistics, they are all referred to as farmers.

But under American siatistics, all such workers are
put in the different categories of administration, transpos-
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tation, communications, construction, forestrv, etc. That
is, they are not included among the farmers.

We are not quarrelling with the so-far-indisputable fact
that in labour productivity in agriculture the Soviet Union
lags behind the Uniled States. The ratio between the ave-
rage annual output of farm produce in the two countries
in 1971-75 was 100 : 85. But to claim that the produce ob-
tained in the United States and the Soviet Union is the
result of the efforts of four and 24 million farmers respec-
tively is a gross miisrepresentation of the situation.

Why do you call your tenth five-year plan a plan
to achieve efficiency and high quality?
Did you not set yourselves such tasks before?

We did, but never so emphatically or on such a scale
as Now.

Many Western experts admit that the efficiency of the
Soviet economy is increasing much faster than that of the
capitaiist economy. The fact that in some sectors of So-
viet industry the scale of production and the quality of
some products are so far lower than in highly industria-
lized capitalist countries is due to the extremely unfavour-
able initial level of this country’s mdustrial development
and anumber of other objective reasons which we have al-
ready mentioned in other answers.

On the other hand we can also point cut that no other
counfry has equalled the USSR in producing nuclear reac-
tors, turbines and generators of such great capacity and
advanced technology as those operating at the world’s
furgest power stations constructed in the USSR. Soviet
drilling, metaliurgical, welding and other equipment is
ofl a par with the world’s best.

All this was achieved in the period of our extensive de-
velopment-—when the economy mainly expanded. At the
time that path of development was necessary and was con-
sidered to be the main, the leading one. However, even then
we paid no small attention to the quality of what we were
making. It is eiough to point out that it was at the cornc-
luding stage of our extensive development that we achieved
signal successes i space exploration.

Then it became important to determine as precisely as
possible the momient when the national economy should be
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redirected from extensive to intensive development. That
has been done. What does this signify?

It means, in the first place, that whereas in the pre-

vious, ninth, five-year plan period, capital investments in
the uonomx grew 50 per cent faster than the national in-
come; in the current five-year period their growth—practi-
cally for the first time in the hl\tory of the Soviet economy—
will be lower than the growth of the national income. The
economy will become less capital-intensive.

And with regard to quality, in the one vear, 1976, the
output of industrial products rated as of the highest quali-
tv grew by 30-60 per cent, and we expect this growth to
continue in subsequent vears as well. As a result, by 1980,
the volume of products of the highest world standards will
have grown by several tines, compared with 1975.

The current drive for efficienicy and high quality in the
country’s economic development, as outlined by the 25th
CPSU Congress, is aimed at meeting the growing require-
ments of the Soviet citizen, at securing a further and rapid
improvement in his living standard.

Don’t you think the current building
of sports facilities in Moscow
for the 1980 Olympic Games too extravagant?

No. For two reasons.

For one thing, even before the decision was taken to
hold the 1980 Olympics in Moscow, the city already had, to
all practical intents, all the sports facilities needed for
such an event. Moscow has been venue of the USSR Games
finals, (which compare in scale to the Olympics), of the
University Games, of manv world and European champion-
ships and other international contests. Among its sports
facilities, many of which measure up to international re-
quirements and can be used for the Olympics, are 69 sta-
diums, over 1,300 gymnasiums, 22 competition-size swim-
ming pools, two indoor tennis courts, two cycling tracks
and a rowing canal.

Secondly, all that we are now building in Moscow for
the 1980 Olympiecs will be of use after the Games, and would
have been built even without the Olympics—under Mos-
cow’s master plan which has set a per capita optimal 3.5
square metres for sports facilities, or a fraction over tre-
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ble the area we have now. Nor will the building of sports
facilities stop after the Olvmpics end. This event has been
responsible not so much for additional unplanned expen-
ditures as for compelling us to speed up construction of
various projects. However, it has on no account reduced the
planned housing programine,

“We have no intention of outdoing our predecessors in
the construction of manunoth sports ll‘\Idethﬂ but rath-
er aim to do what we find C\pLd al’, savs Iondl\' Novi-
kov, Deputy Chairman of the USSR Couticil of Ministers
wnd Chairman of the Soviet Olympic Organizing Commit-
tee.

What is being built for the 1980 Oly mpic Ganies?

",n Olvmpic village of five high-rise blocks ol flats,
which aftér the Gumes will I comprisc a new 120-hectare re-
sidential district. A 10,000-bed hotel complex. A 1,500-
chaniel automatic international telephone exchange. An
wtomated gamios administration and information svstem.
A multi-purpose indoor arena. A canopied stadium. An
cauestrian sports complex.

Muscovites will undoubtedly find all these f wilities a
inost welcame addition, irrespective of the Olymipic Games.




. NATURAL RESOURCES
AND SCIENCE

To what extent has your country been hit
by the energy crisis?

It has not been hit at all. The Soviet Union has enough
natural resources to meet its needs and is not dependent o
imports of raw materials and fuel.

Just as the entire economy of the country is developed
according to a national plan, so is the fuel-and-energy in-
dustry. Our system of planned economic management
makes it possible to co-ordinate needs with the available
resources, discover in good time where shortages might
occur, and prevent the emergence of crisis situations.

As a fundamental and indispensable branch of the eco-
nomy, the fuel-and-energy industry receives paramount
attention and its development is accorded top priorily.

The production of fuel and energy in the USSR is
shown in the following table:

- - = | 1980

ans | o1¢
1965 | 1970 | 1975 (plan)
Oit  (million tons) 243 | 353 491 40
Coal (million tons) h78 | 624 701 805
Gas (thousand million cubic metres)| 128 198 289 1 435
Electric power (thousand million kwh)| 507 | 741 {1,038 11,580

There are no people in this country interested in crea-
ting artificial difficulties in order to push up the price of
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oil, coal and electrical energy, or in promoting a one-sided
Jdevelopment of the country’s fuel industry in favour of
their own products, or people who would profit from arti-
ficially boosting the consumption of particular fuels such
as oil, etc.

Government planning and decisions ensure rational use
of all the USSR’s mineral resources. Exploration of the
country’s underground wealth is done on a scientific basis
under a comprehensive plan which covers all stages, from
basic research to trial drillings. Large {unds are allocated
for these purposes. Newlyv discovered deposits of oil, coal
and gas have moved the Soviet Union into first place in the
world for the production of these fuels.

However, the successes of the geologists represent only
the first stage. The deposits discovered then have to
be worked—which often presents formidable difficulties.
Major underground deposits have been discovered in sparse-
ly inhabited areas difficult of access in Siberia, the Far
North and in the Central Asian desert. Both development
and t{ransportation—often to destinations thousands of
kilometres away—require enormous outlays both in la-
bour and money.

No deposits, no matter how rich, are inexhaustible.
So what we tryv to do is to discover new resources at a fas-
ter rate than current extraction. That is why the Soviet
Union, which has already achieved a most favourable situa-
tion compared with other countries, continues to carry on
prospecting and development at a high rate.

People in the United States and other countries have

to contend with quite a few difficulties in the event

of a cold winter. As a result of a sharp drop

in the temperature in January and February, 1977,
four thousand establishments suspended work, three million
people were laid off, and the air-temperature in homes
and offices went below comfort-level.

Do you have the same problems in your country?

Cold winters are also a big problem here, and might
be expected lo be a much more serious problem than in
other industrially advanced countries because of our
country’s geographical position. When, early in 1977,
the air-temperature in the United States dropped to mi-
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nus 10-15 degrees Centigrade, the temperature in sonie
parts of the Soviet Union stood at minus 10 degrees. How-
ever, what happencd in the United States did not happen
in this country. None of our establishments suspended ope-
rations, nobody was laid o, the air temperature in our
homes and offices was not atlowed to go down, and the
prices of Tuel and electric power did not go up.

FFor example, Muscovites used twice as much gas in
their homes when the weather was particularly cold, hut
coutinued to pav the usual Tized vharge of (6 kopecks
21 US conts) per person per month r diess of the aciual
amonnt oi gas they used. The same applies to hot water
(89 USs cents per person per monthy, and central heating
(I dotlor 18 cenis per person por monthy, Neither were the
rices of electric power or peirol chanved, because all the
extra cxpenses in connection with heating buildings in
the cold winier months were borne by the Soviel State.

Preparations for the winter are made in the summer.
Huge quantities of gas are pumped into underground re-
servoirs 1o be used in the coldest months of the vear. The
maintenance work on the boiler facilities and healing svs-
fems is done before the autumn comes. Transport facili-
ties, and particularly special snow-clearing machines are
also made ready for the winter.

What is done in your cities
to protect them irom pollution?

The micasures faken in that respect may be illustrated
by Moescow’s example.

In Moscow, 4,500 simall boiler plants have been closcd
and replaced by heating plants fired by gas instead of coul.
As aresult, the rate of air pollution has been sharpiv re-
duced. Toduy practically all apartment and other buiidings
in Moscow have central healing supplied by gas-fircd sta-
tions. All heating plants are equipped with dust and g¢as
catchers.

Many faclories have been moved out of Moscow an.d
sited so that they are spaced well apart. Thanks to now
and modernized motorways and limitation on the use of
heavy lorries within city limits, air poilution by exhea:st
gas has been materially reduced.

Similar measures have heen effected in Leningrud,
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Novosibirsk and

It is rouch ore and cost ! ir clean
there than at other, less induxiria Maoscow
asain, for exan 111 the past Ziny the
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porfance for ensuring good air for
the citv is the expansion of the area under parks and gar-
dens. Cities are enczrclcd by vast park and woodland belts.
Moscow, for instance, ias a green belt of 175,000 hectares
(440,000 acres),

Our country is the first to have set statutoryv limits
on perinissible concentrations of harmful substances in
the water, soil and air. The national economic develop-
ment plan includes a section each vear on nature conser-
vation and the rational use of mlﬂn. resources, speci-
fying measures for the protection of the waters, forests
and air, reproduction (f he fish stock, conszervation of
the mineral wealth, and so on,

How is environmental protection
organized in the USSR?

five-vear plan
fon will |
will not rovud
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Ever since then budget allocations for environmental
protection have been included in the plansfor each par-
ticular industry. As a result, even with the growth of the
national economic potential as great as it has been, the
country has preserved a relalive environmentai balance.

The material guarantees are included in the five-year
plan itsell. As much as 11,000 million roubles has been
allocated directly for environmental protection for the
1976-80 period. 1f we add to this the allocations to combat
waler and wind erosion, and for aflorestation work, etc.,
and also the amounts allocated locally for such purposes,
the total comes to about 30,000 million roubles, or 2.7
per cent of the national income of the USSR.

The plan envisages a comprehensive approach to the
siting of industrial enterprises and the rational use of all
natural resources—ore, timber and water, etc., as in the
case of the enterprises of the Ust Ilim territorial-indust-
rial complex in Siberia, for example. Extracting techni-
ques are also to be changed considerably. In the near fu-
fure up to 80 per cent of iron ore, 75 per cent of non-fer-
rous ores and more than 50 per cent of coal will be produ-
ced by the open-cast method in order to reduce mining
losses 1o the minimum.

This comprehensive approach ensures the efficient uti-
lization of every mineral. It has been estlmat% for exame-
pie, that the ores of the eleven principal non-ferrcus metals
can vield another sixty elements.

Initial steps have already been taken, for instance in
Kazalchstan, at the Ust Kamenogorsk lead-and-zine plant,
where the raw-material utilization factor has slready been
brought up to 93 per cent and tie vield of non-ferrous me-
tals has been greatly increased. At the Balkhash mining
and metatlurgical complex {he oxfraction rate of useful
elemients is almost 100 per cent. This approach forms the
Lasis of the technological policy adopted for the uliliza-
tion of natural resources and results in a significant reduc-
tion ol pollution levels.

The legal guarantees consist of a series of laws and go-
vernent decrees enacted in recent vears. There are the
hasic laws, for instance, covering land use and the exploi-
fation of water and mineral resources, forest protection,
and public health, and special government decrees on
conservation measures relating lo the Caspian, Black, and
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Baltic seas and the Sca of Azov, and the basinz: of the ri-
vers Volga and Ural and of Luke Baikal.

Other nature protection measures include legal con-
straints under the Labour Law prohibiting the operation of
new or reconstructed industrial establishments which do
notl provide for adequate purilication, neulralization and
trapping of harmful waste materials, 1’7“(p1i0n,‘l\' low
concentration limits have been sel for 487 elfivents and
145 =uhstances ejected into the air.

Criminal law and administrative law play « prominent
part in the protection of the environent. Under their pro-
visions persons guilty of poliuting inland waters with oil
and other noxious products may be heavily fined or pos-
sihlv imprisoned.

Notwithstanding all such wmeasures, however, the im-
pact of industry generally on the environinent is such that
ecalagical regulation within the Humits of individuu! count-
ries i~ 1o lonﬁcr sufficient. This is why international co-
operation in thls field is of such great importance.

Such co-operation is exemplificd by the work being
carried out by the Council ror Mutual Economic Assist-
ance (CMEA). Within its framework, a special councii has
been set up to deal with questions relating {o environmens-
tal protection, and u programmic is being carried out in
which seientists are co-operating on nearly 160 ecological
problems. Also, the production of purilving plant and
equipment and the special instruments needed in this
field has been sfarted on a co-operalive basis,

Co-opcration among the CMEEA counlries sets an examp-
le to other countries to join in the fight fo protect the en-
vironment. For example, representatives of the USSR
and a number of Baltic stafes have siuned a convention on
the profeclion of the marine envivonment of the Baltic
Sea, and Czechosiovakia and Sweden have concluded an
agrcom(nt on scientilic and technological co-operation
in protecting the c¢nvironment.

Doesn’t the state planning system interfere with
the progress of science, with its free development?

“This is interfercnce in the free flight of creative
thought, in its inner logic which is not te be confined
within the limits of anv “assignments’.”
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That was what some «uid in 1927, when a general meet-
ing of the USSR Acadeniy of 8 fences nporo\ed the Aca-
demy’s first post-revolutionary constitution 1o replace
the old one of 1836, The new constitution pron.ulgated
the plamning principle in rescarch, The very idea of any
“regulation from above”, of “the governument bemg inn coms
nmml of the front of rescarch”, scemed preposterous to ma-
ny. Belore the 1917 socialist revoiution scientific rescarch
had followed individual inclinations rather than natlo-
nal programuies. Researchers worked separately, isolaled
from cach other, tlie governnment showing little infcrest
in what theyv were doing.

As carly as A; ril, 1918, under Leain's guidanve, a plan
was drawn up for the exiensive developmentl ol science,
and for tlie study of how to bring eleciric power to indust-
v, transport and agricuiture, ol how best to comibine the
utitization of raw materials and energy and to place indust-
rial enlerprises in the country in the most rational manner,

Over the last sixty vears scientific research has achieved
unpreu\uw ed scope, contributing immensely to the eco-
nomy. Major scientific and tec lmolooudl plob-mm closely
lCldled to the overall plans for the country’s development
are tackled by the joint eflorts of large scientific bedies
comprised of specialists in manyv lines. The work of a wide
netwerk of scientific centres is co-ordinated by the USSR
Academy of Sciences, the Commitlee for Science and Tech-
nology of the USSR Couricil of Minislers, and correspond-
ing agencies in the Union and Autonomous republics.

What, then, dees the planning principle imply? The
scientists are not requested to discover such-and-such by
a certain date, of course. What is done is this: the general
objectives of rescarch are determined, the main lines are
singled out and work is assigned to individual research
cenires in order to co-ordinate efforts and help concenirate
them on the most promising lines. The Academy must
define the overall straiegy of research, analysing and Jore-
casling 1e {rends and co-ordinating the individual plans
of iis workers and cenires in accordance with the national
programunes.

This planned approach to science has fully proved it-
self. But, it might be questioned, perhaps it is not so ne-
cessary now that there are millions of scientists and spe-
cialists working in the USSR economy? On ihe contrary,

53




planiiing is exen enre necessary. Should these millions

act each on thout <u-ordination, there would
be disproportion, with some lines of iesearch outpacing
otbers, and wastelt] (lt*plmauon of dor*

It has l‘een c~tima‘ed that Let'er organization alone
coulu ere iour or five tines more effective with-
out imvestrrent. This objective is given spe-
cial mtemlon in the five-vear plan for 1976-80,

Why was it necessary to set up lardge scientific centres
in Siberia and other parts of the Soviet Union?

>

As far back as 1931 the Acaderniv of Sciences, at its ge-
neral meeting, decided to el up local comprehensive
scientific ba\e\ which were to become the future research
centres of the Union republics and the Autonomous repub-
lics. Such bases were established in Kazakhstan, Tajikis-
ian, and in the Khibin mountains on the Kola Peninsula.
Branches of the Aru(‘eww of Sciences were also established
in Transcaucasia, in the Urals and in the Soviet Far East.
in 1936, the Acordenn had six branches in different parts
ol the countryv, and their number continued to grow.

However, the Second World War interiered with this
process though it did not stop it altocether. Af'er the war,
in the 1920°s a start was made on developing the eastern
regions of the Soviet Union with their iremendous natural
wealth. This could be dore onlv with the help of science.
'Du‘en* amahw i= ope of the wavs of improving the

i v ol Sciences of

Avademies

natural conditicns in the
own wt of economic deve-
[ b five-vour plans.
: significant
targely

‘
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T oscie n‘ m re-
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Are Soviet scientists free to pursue
an independent line of research?

This is really more a question of possibilities.

Today, the development of proc udn e forces and of sci-
ence has reached a level at \\'hich it is utterly impossible for
Lomonosovs or Edisons to appear and, singlehanded, con-
cern themselves at the same time with physics, chemistry,
electrical engineering, space or nuclear theory. Even a
scientist who gains personal international recognition
with the award of, sav, a Nobel Prize, has behind him do-
zens if not hundreds of colleagues, scientific teams, labo-
ratories, research centres and even government agencies.
He is connected with them and is dependent on them. In
conditions of the scientific and technological revolution
there can be no isolated scientists conducting experiments
on their own and at their own expense. Because of this
no modern scientist, whether Soviet, American or any
other, enjoys absolute freedom.

Every scientist is free to formulate ideas. The most
promising of them are selected after being discussed by
the team, laboratory or institute. So on the basis of in-
dividual ideas, collective plans are drawn up which are
included in a still larger programme of research summing
up the suggestions made by all scientific centres in a given
area of kunowledge.

Is the vast expenditure of money on space
research justified?

Space research is a costly matter without doubt. How-
ever, over the first decade after the launching of the first
earth satellite, the cost of each of these exploratory prob-
ings of space was reduced many hundreds of times. And
the cost of delivering pavicads into orbit will be slashed
again when space ships are used repeatedly. This day is
now not far ofl-

Not only will space rescarch be fully economic in the
direct sense, but it will also vicld a profit. Even now wea-
ther and communications satellites fully recover the money
spent on them, inciuding launching. For example, our
satellite weather forecasuno service is esbmated i') save
the nation 500-700 million roubles snnually. With the aid
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of pictures taken Tfrom space reserves of subterrancan wa-
ter and mineral resources have been discovered.

Another important arca of rescarch done with the help
of space satellites i~ cartography and tand surveying. One
satetlite, i 24 hours of photographing in day-light condi-
tions, cait cover the whole surface of the planet. It would
take at least one thousand acroplanes {o do the same job
in the given time.

Space technology promises equal benefit to the national
economy . I carth-bound conditions it is impossible to
maintain weightlessness, {or instance, or deep vacuum for
any length of time. However, i the weightless and
rarefied counditions of space, it is possibie to produce subs-
tances of exceptional purity, or to weld materials in
wayv that cannot be done on carth. The development of
super high-strength monocrystals promises a verifable
revolution in electronics and radio-engineering, in com-
mutications and in laser and computer techiigues. Ac-
cording to the specialists, hundreds of tons of valuabte
materiats worth many thousands of mitlions of roubies
will soon be produced i1t outer space.

The results of space researcl are also finding medical
application. The instrument used for keeping track of the
number of meteorite particles hitting the surface of a
space craft has served as the basis for a device which
helps diagnose the early stages of certain nervous dis-
eases by registering muscular tremors. A pump used in
sothie rockef systemsmay be used as the hasis for an
artificial heart. A switch like the one on the car-piece ol
spectacles worn by cosmonauts, which s turned on by a
nicre movement of the eye, is now inuse for operating
the mobile chair ol a paralvsed patient.

The monev invested in space research is thus put to
good use. And we can contidently say that space is a good
field ol investnent. )

Is it correct that while the Soviet Union leads
in some branches of science and technology,
it lags behind in others, less prestigious?

However much the Soviet Union spends on science
(over 17,000 million roubles a yvear), and however diverse
the lines of research, Soviet science can hardly claim to
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fead the world in every area of Tuidwmnental and applied
Ko fed g,

i the first place, the availuble Tunds and number of
specialints are not enough to ensure the same high rate of
advance over the entire front of scientific research. As the
tatioial income grows, more is spent on science. This ex-
penditure will continue to increase, as investment in sci-
ence vields a greater return than investiment in any other
splicre.

In principle, the Soviet Union, which possesses one
of the greatest scientific and technological potentials in
the world and a powerful econonn, is able o develop re-
scarch on quile a broad front. Nevertheless, a choice has to
be made as to the main Tines ol advance. What determines
thi~ choice?

First of all, the needs ol the cconomy. Secondly, the
general significance of the problems - the promise they
hold out. Lastiv, the scientilic inlerests of the countrv's
feading scientists. What does this mean in practice?

The plan drawn up by the Academy of Sciences for the
tenth five-year period covers more than 300 undamental
problems. Of course, it cannot lav down what end result
is 1o be achieved in the five vears in any of these. The cent-
ral place in the plan belongs to long-term programines of
cottprehensive research in molecular biologv, the physio-
fogical and biochemical principles of the functioning of
the human organisny, the physics of elementary particles,
the atomic nueleus  and  plasma,  gquantum electronics,
cheaiistry  and chemical engincering, mathematics  and
mechanics, and automatic control.

Work will be continued in the field of space exploration,
which is regarded by some ax a prestige activity. Bul this
i~ not how Soviet scientists look at it. The value of the
us~e of spacecraft in the exploration of the earth’s natural
risourees, in meteorology. oceanography, communications,
and i other fields is seli-evident. For instance, piclures
ol the Altai Mountains (South Siberia) taken by the “Sa-
Iyut” space station, revealed the block structure of the ter-
ritory, not shown on geological maps before. The new
evidence has facilitated the estimation of the probability
of finding mineral deposits in the area. Such examples
are numerous, despite the fact thal space geology is vet
fu it~ infancy.
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It is not for any considerations of prestige that we de-
sign and build such giant undertakings as the Kama Mo-
tor Works, power plants like the Sayvano-Shushenskaya,
with a capacity of 6.4 million kilowatts, or such blast
furnaces as the one at Krivoy Rog, with a capacity of
5,000 cubic metres. The scale of the Soviet economy and
its growing needs make them economicallv necessary.

The Soviet Union is well provided with natural re-
sources. Even sc, much money and eflort is invested in
the search for new sources of energv. We were the first
to build a thermal-neutron, and then a fast-neutron, pow-
er plants. The successes achieved by Soviet science in
mastering centrolled nuclear fusion are well known. Much
depends on the sclution of this problem if the energy short-
age which threatens mankind is to be averted.

Many key discoveries, it is said, lie at the crossroads
of different sciences. To this one mav add that they also
lie along the lines of broader international co-operation
in research. Regardless of whether the Soviet Union leads
or does not lead in a given line of research, it is ready for
the broadest international co-operation, which will great-
ly facilitate the solution of many important problems.



IV. LIVING
STANDARDS

When speaking about living standards,
the criteria used in America and in
the Soviet Union, differ. How can they be compared?

Indeed, diflerent criteria are used by the two to describe
the standard of living enjoved by their citizens. In the
United States the standard of living is likely to be meusured
by the number and cost of motor cars, while in this country
we quote the value of free services provided to the popula-
tion.

There is no gainsaying that many things are important
in one’s life, including desirable things suctt as motor cars.
And iu that respect the United States is still far ahead.

However, we believ e that living \Tafi(lal&b\ﬁ er a mueh
wider field than material possessions. After all, {o enjov a
full life, contentmient and securii\' one must have some-
thing much more essential—good healtth, o Uhae
raiiteed einpiovimnent of ciie’s own choosi giiarantead
adequate Tamily mcoz"m, and mettori:;l sec ~in old age.

hese basic ingred
as o practical veality b\ Soviet cétizens.

The logic of our reasoning ahout living standards and

the quality of 1;11 might be described like this
As long as all are well in the Tamily, its well-being is
little alfected by the stale of the public Tealth service, the

cost of staving in hospital, the prices of medicines, cle.
But, unfortunately, we are not always well. For this rea-
son, one cannot be indifferent to anvthing connected with
the organizalion of the health service,




A Soviet citizen knows that his illness will not atffcet
his familv’s well-beine. He will be treated Iree of charge,
whatever the cost Lo the state. Neithor his stay in hosyiite!
nor the advice ef the most eminent specialist will cost b
a kopeck. During his illness he will not be fired from hiv
job tihis is prohibited by Taw) and be will draw sick pay
as ol right withoot hoving had e ioin scire jnsuraned
schene or other

With regard to clucation, we oeliove
tunity to study aow )
o Moscow Untversin ,
come, and that cdicational st

vided into ones for the priviliged 1t

accessible only 1o the v, and othors .

10 all. Free tuition v atl hinds of cducation is cuaranteed.
Now le t us ook inte o family dneon o and see how 10 s

spcm.
In the United States anaverage failv can spend only

) per cent of its income on whatevar it necds, the other
b() per cent being consumed by such things as {axes, so-
cial insurance paviments, deoctors’ e, toition, rent, ele.

In the Soviet Union, an average famihy is free to spend
80 per cent of its income just as it wishs,

The concept of “~tandard of living™ is 2 complex one that
must take into consideration not ety the present. but
also the past and the future, Possilife fluctuations in in-
comes, prices and rates are of the grcatest importance. Is
one able to feel secure about the Tuture, or is il necessary
to lwc ”[C‘])dr((‘, for a vroy day™ Inether words, whet Hes
ahead?

In cur country e sl ’!](ldnl(ﬁi-“\'i"" curve poinis
steadily upwards, With retail prices, rent and othicr charges
being stable, personal incomes have do 1 d in the past
15 vears and continue to i crease.

1t <hould also be bore in mind st the statistical ave-
rage family in Western countries '\ f(’i an abstraction,
not found in real Hie. How can one average a millionaire
and ain unemployed worker whese vromrie: ment benefit
has ceased, thic owner of an expensive villa with a swim-
ming pool and the personn who has e Fome at all? Both
contribute to the ~tatistical computation, which conceals
vast disparity in their Jiving standards,

At a given stage of its developmnit, scciety has at ifs
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disposal a certain ~wm of material goods. To date, this sum
s greater in the United States, for instance, than in the
Soviet Union. This disparity has cimerged historicalty and
cannot be ascribed o “imperfections™ ol socialism.  On
the contrary, socialism is consistently and quickly narcow-
ing this gap, and, moreover, distributes the wealth at
its disposal equitably among its citizens.

Are we content with the level we have achieved? No,
this is but the beginning. We aim Lo produce more in the
way of material goods, and we will produce more, more
cars, too. Our population bought 64,000 cars in 1965 and
about a million in 1975. We shall go on developing motor
transporl, but not lo the detriment of public transport
or the environment, or al the risk of being overtaken by
an encrgy crisis. And, of course, we are 1ot going lo make
a car the gauge of our living standards.

Can the Soviet economy develop
without inflation?

This is just the way it does develop. Only the wars im-
po~ed oit us, causing a budget deficit, bred inflation.
Exeept for short periods early in Soviet times and during
the Second World War, we have had neither any excess
ol state expenditure over income nor inflation.

The overall price index todayv is one quarter lower than
IUwas 25 vears ago and is approximately the same as it
was in 1970,

How are stable prices of consumer
necessities ensured in the USSR?

I 1976, 99 per cent of loodstufis and 92 per cent of
soods other than food were sold at the sume prices as i1 1970.

This is possible only with centralized planning ol pri-
ces. The planning system and the incentive system applying
in industry are such that a factory does not make its profit
hyv raising the price ol its products but by reducing pro-
duction costs. It other words, prices do not grow because
the Soviet national economiy has no mechanism which could
serve to inflate them. In the absence of such a centralized
planning system nothing else, not even the most perfect
methods of price control, will be of any avail,

in the Soviet Union, prices are fixed by the State Price
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Committee and its agencies. This Committee acts as a sort
of agent between producer and consumer. Were the facto-
ries to fix prices on their own, the resuit would be inflation-
breeding anarchyv. The Comunittee authorizes wholesale,
retail, state purchasing and other prices and rates fo be
paid for electricity and heat, {ransportation and services.
At the same time it continually revises prices, rates, extra
charges and discounts in line with changing conditions
bearing on the production and sale of individual kinds of
goods and services. Changes in prices invoelving budgetary
losses are introduced by the Committee after approval by
the USSR Council of Ministers.

The level of prices of different goods in the Soviet Union
is determined in large measure by their social significance.
For instance, meat and meat products, milk and dairy pro-
ducts and many kinds of fish and fish products, children’s
clothing and footwear, school and college textbooks, toys,
copy-books and other writing materials, medicines, cot-
ton fabrics, and many other goods are sold at stable prices
which are below their actual cost. State subsidies in this
sphere run into tens ol thousands of millions of roubles
annually. The state makes good some of its losses by fixing
high prices for jewelry, natural furs and other luxuries,
and also for spirits.

The main source of the subsidies, however, is the profit
made by the state enterprises. In this wav the state re-
covers the losses it has incurred on the consumer’s behalf.

In a capitalist country if you have money
you can buy anything.
Why isn't it the same in the Soviet Union?

Soviet Union,

One can buv what there is for sale. In the
as we Dave already said, not evervihing is fur sale (land
and means of production, for exarm ‘11\_) The restrictions
we have stem from the specific features of the socialist sys-

tem and socialist way of life.

There are other, ten,pomr\' lmmauon:, springing from
a shortage of scme goods on the market. It was not possible
for the Secviet Unicn to achieve af‘ wance all at once,
starting cut as it did in conditions where there was not even
enough of the bare nece::sit'o\‘ Breau, homes, schools and
hospitals were needed more than suci: things as mink coats

5
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and diamomis, A i many IL %=
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LEIes coasod [0
nstance, radic and

frigerstors, cars,

'110.,14,:01\‘ clothes, »
so oL This process is conitinuing, altl somie things
are still hard to get in the USSR whether vou have tlie
moitey or niot. I is nol because thev are not sold, but be-
cause there is not enough (natural fur, say) to satisiy the
dentand.

How much do Seviet citizens pay in rent?

By far the greater proportion of Soviet citizens live in
flats and houses provided by the state, the rent for which,
together with the charges for electricity, gas, ceniral heat-
ing and water, does not exceed an average 4-5 per cent
of the family b‘udget. ror hall a century—since 1928—
has not changed, although hcusing has been much im-
proved. Cightv-seven [lals in 100 have running water, 80
have Ccntrdl xleat'ng, &6 have tlush toilets, 74 have bathrooms
and 38 have gas laid on in their kitchens. Not many coun-
trics have such a high p(rcont 1ge of homes equipped with
all modern comveniences. And the rate of gasification—
about five million flats a vear —is more than twice as fast
as the rate of }owirm' constructioin.

i e USSR housing conslruction is not a conunercial
operation but a social service, 111\t as education and hicalth.

I co-operative housing, which accounts for about seven
per cenl of housing built m te Soviel Union, flats are paid
Inr in a somewhat different wav. Co-operative apartiment

blocks are buiit by state building organizations on bank
‘\aL(U{, white the jond on winieh thoy are built b provided
ree.

C.:) operaliy
critment housh
make a down- Im\nm‘u (’ :
The rest is covered by credit repaya
with interest at one per cont por am

Private houscs tilt, e \ mitry-
side, They ac i N cent of Lot I rural
liousing constructic ouse owner deposits 30

ser cent of the cos he collective hm
oil which he works), State Bunk cred

ed e the same way as gov-
: dding co- operative
per cent of ¢ loial cos!
10--20 yeurs




it repay able over 11-20 vears at | .‘ D

Quite citen the mm hays more than 2 th ri of the ot
cost of construction. The owner pA\\ no standing charges,
but he has tom 1 ibhe Bouse at his own Lq‘&‘ﬂ\k‘.

per cent interest.

The fres health service and education cost the State

a fot of money which cculd bP used
to increase wages and salaries so thal people could
pay for these themselves. Why don't ven do this?

Ptiie
redin ‘mur
the socialist privcivic of remuneration for vork aceending
to its gquuntity and quality), they would lzot be «;qmnlj\'
accessible 1o il ¢itizens, and this, in tur i, ot ald make eco-
noiic ncquality more pronounced. Pea 11 with larger
incomes would be in o more \(l\dﬂu geous posiiiun with
regard o education and medical assistance than those
with smaller incomes.

Our aim is camplete social equality. Therelore such
essentials as medical services, education at all Tevels, hous-
ing (excent Ior co-up erative flats), etg , are purposchy mude
111(‘0;)@11(1(1 fnconie. Being Iree, thev are equally acees-
sible to ﬁ}l

Because i these sucial sorvices had to be paid
family incomes ent tand they are
+

Is Soviet society becoming a “censumer society®?
\

We take it that ihe question rpfﬂrx‘ not {o consumption
as a means for the satisfaction of one’s needs, but colsump-
tion as an end in ilscif, a cult of things.

There are no olsicetive reasons for stch & change in «o-
cialist society. The consu mer mwentatity is essentialiv alien
to this secicty wh ,c-u exaits man and Lis work, not L]1i1m'<

<
i
|

and sets out to achicve a harimenious de\'sl(*pmcm of dm
individual, Soviet 1\( ple are brought up in this way, be-

ginning carly in lic—in the lamily and at school—and are
influcenced through literature, the mass media and parti-
cipation in mass organizations.

Nevertheless, it has to beadmitted that we are not entire-
ly without people who have an obsession for “consumer”
acquisition. This is because incomes twe have mentioned
that real incomes in the Soviet Union double ev er\ fiftcen
vears) grow daster than some citizens” mental horizons.
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The chances for all-r "~=';<l development, for broadening
one’s outlook and tehing @ mere vigorous pdrt in social ac-
tivities grow faster than the desire of soime to use them. This
disproportion may he \-,xlf.es\ve( in different ways, one of
them being a passion for huving things to the exclusion of
all else.

Unlike the situation i the West, in the Soviel Union,
when this cbsession with things cccurs, it is in spite of so-
ciety and not as a lagical outcome of its development. Hence
it is also much less conunon in this country and is generally
deplored.

Have vou any fashionable resorts in
your country, and, if so, who uses them?

Cur most popular resorts - sanatoria and holiday homes
—situated along the coasts of the Black zmd Baltic seas,
in the Caucasus, Central Asia and in ihe southern Ukraine
every vear take appn;>xim.te!\ 50 million people, or nearly
one-filth of the population. The people going to these re-
sorts oblain vouchers through their trade unions or ithrough
health agencies eniiiiing then: to accommodation and board.

In most cases they have to ' pay only 30 per cent of the
actual cost, the rest being 1g met by the unions from the so-
cial insurance funds. These Jnds are allocaled from the
state budget and distribuled by the {rade unions. A two
weeks’ stay at a holiday home subsidized in this way costs
the user on the average five per cent of his average monlh]v
wages, which, of course, is very cheap.

Holiday resorts are regarded as a social service, not as
a commercial proposition for making profit.

To what extent are books, theatres, museums, eic.
accessible to the ordinary Soviet citizen?

The annual atfendance figures at museums cone close
to half the population, and at thealres, concerts and per-
formances, the atlendance exceeds the total population.

It is significant that the spread of television (in 1975,
there were 74 TV sets per 100 families) has failed to dimi-
nish interest in the theatre, concerts, cinema and museums.

The results of a survey conducted among workers in
Chelyabinsk Region (the Urals) show that 95 of 100 wox-
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The average Seviet citizen goes to the cinema 18 ‘lm{% a
year, witich s three times inore than the figure {or the Lini-
ted States, siv times niore than in Britain and France, and
nine times more than in West Germany.

There is a twofold fr-\pizmation for these f'iCY\' which
testifv to the broad access to cultural amenities culoved by
Soviet citizens. The first is economic. Bool riodicals,
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manufactured and must be specially okaved by the USSR
Ministry of Health before thev go into use. The final approv-
al is made by the Fharmacology Coninitiee of the Depart-
ment for the Iniroduction of New Medicines and Medical
Equipment. The production of even a single medicine,
and medicines are developed by scores of research insti-
futions, can be started unless it is first approved by this
Committee, which issubordinate to the Ministry of IHealth.

To illustrate we may cite the case of ftorafur, a new
anti-cancer preparation which the Institute ol Organic
Synthesis of the Latvian Academy of Sciences developed
in 1965. In co-operation with physiologists, biochemists,
oncologists and pharmacologists the Institute stafl spent
two vears analvsing its properties and side effects at first
on cell cultures and then on animals. All the data obtained
were submitted to the Pharmacology Commiitee. After
this body approved the preparation, the staff of the Insti-
tule of Experimental and Clinical Oncology of the USSR
Academy of Medicine worked out the specific ways in which
this preparation should be used and in which cases.

The results obtained through treatment of a resiricted
control group of patients with this preparation were again
put before the Pharmacology Commitliee, which after a
seconid assessment of its worth and of its effects on the
human organism, recommended its inclusion in the State
Register of Medicines and Preparalions.

Listed in this register thus far are 2,500 medicines and
preparations. For comparison nole that sold in Spain,
Brazil and France are respectively 25,000, 14,000, and
11,000 tocally-manufactured medicines besides several thou-
sand foreign-made preparations. We regard this not as a
sign of backwardness but only as denoting our more strin-
genl approach to new medicines and preparations. The
centralized system we have for bringing them inlo usage
is in the patient’s interests. It prolects him from the sort
of thing that Pradal, a leading I'rench pharmacologist,
meant when he said that in his countrv two out of every
three medicines and preparations bought are useless while
some are simply harmful.



V. SOCIETY
AND CIVIL RIGHTS

What classes are there in the USSR?
Do any contradictions exist between them?

Soviet society is made up of the working class, the col-
lective farmers and the intelligentsia.

There are 612 workers and 164 peazants 1o every thous-
and of the population. Today almost 37 million people
in this country do brainwork.

th the Marxist view the main vardstick of class identi-
tv is relationship to the weans of production.

We disagree with those who place other characteristics,
for (nstance, tvpe of work, first, as in that case the pre-
sident and clerk working in the same corporation will
fall inlo the same calegory.

It is precisely the character of ownership that defines
the class structure of society and the form in which pro-
fits are obtained and allolted. The Soviet example bears
this oul. The abolition of private ownership of the means
oi production led to « drastic change in the class structure
ol our sociely, There ceased to be a landowning class and
the urban and rural bourgeoisic, and the division of people
into exploiters owning the principal means of production,
atnd non-owning exploited no tonger existed. The basis for
class antagonisms  and the class strugele was eliminated.
The intelligentsia has never been viewed by us as a class,
but only as a stratum of society.

The class distinctions that still exist in the USSR -+ in
the character of work and Hile stiles, (n income levels and
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the like  far from deepening, are, on the contrary, gradusl-
Iy disappearing.

The difference in u?'wulionul levels is likewise di\ap-
pearing-- since all woung people in fown or country ac-
quire al least a full \unmlar\ schooling. In 1939, 81 of
every thousand workers and 18 of every thousand collec-
tive farimers had a higher or secondary education; i 1976,
the figures were respectively 715 and a37.

As for peasant incones, which for hidorical reasons,
sed for a long time beliind urbuan incomes, are now clim-
Ling ot a faster rate, with tae result that the gap is nar-
rTowing.

The same holds {or Leuschold comlorts end convenien-
cos, career and job opporiunities, conditions for feistre-
time activities, etc.

Other distinctions, especiatly between mental and ma-
nval Libour, are also on the wav out.

On the whole we are witnessing a process that is nak-
ing our soclely more and more homogeneous, a process
that stems from both objective faciors and the purposeful
effort of the Communist Party and the Soviel State.

Is there any truth in claims made
by many Soviefelogists that the USSR has an eltie?

There is not a grain of {ruth in these claims. In ihis
couniry we do not have zm)'lhmg it the way ol an e]ilo, {0
which aceess would be closed or be made difficult for “the
Jlower rungs of the social ladder”

Anong present woembers ol the Soviet govermment,
there is a former churn worker, an z)u"m atic machine
selver-up, design engineer, a fitter, a locomotive driver
assistant, a pilot, an cleetrician, a carpenter, a draughts-
man, and an unskilled labourer. Seven in every fen Mi-
nisters and State Cenmittee Chairmen began {heir careers
as ordinary workers or Tarmers. More than hall the depu-
tics to the USSR Supreme Soviet, the supreme hody of
stale power, are likewise workers and farmers.

These are facts. The people who today hold the highest
posts in the country vwere not “destined at birth” to do so.
They had no specig] hewe training, ne scheoling.at a priv-
tleged college or university, of which the USSR has none,
and were not members of any exclusive private club, which
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likewise do ot exist in this country. Nobody ever instil-
led in them the idea they were bem to rule am govern,
They achieved high mﬂ ‘e thanks 1o | {
ability, knowledge, knowhow, indus an isclﬂ’:h and
responsibie attitude to others. The)‘ have not been invested
with anv mandate to power “in perp t”:'u" and comprise
no special caste isolated from, and virtuaily unaccounta-
bie to, therest of society. As is the 1nle t every olher exe-
cutive level, thev will be relieved of their duties if they
{ail to cope with their responsibilities or abuse the trust
reposed in them.

Do you think the nationalities question
has been soived in your country?

Yes, we do. On November 15 (Nov. 2, Old Russian ca-
lendar) 1917, the UQ!“’] day alter tvﬂ October revolution
had ended, the new Soviet government publizhed the Dec-
laration of Rightis of the Peop es of Russia, signed by Le-
nin, which proclaimed equality and sovereigniv for the
peoples of Russia, their right to  self-de ermination in-
cluding secession and the creation of their own independ-
ent siates, the abolition of all national and religious
privileges and restrictions, and ires and unhampered de-
velopment for the nati onal mmo“f“

In this fashion, in the first few
of the sccislist revoiution, the peuD,

avs after the victory
s of the former Rus-
{

o5 m )

sian empire were diverted {rom the path of mutual enm.‘f}.
hostitity and anlagonism and soon began to develop rela-

tions based on muluai help and co- n among then-
selves. I imajor we of elimi-
nafmd | of their social and

ationalities
the peoples i
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aderation of fifteen

publics, or the LSt
constituent republics.

Mutual assistanc
fies to build up moc
tional skilled worker:
their own cullure, nat
tent. Many formerly

their own na-
and promote
ocialist in con-
assed the ca-



pitalist stage of development and embarked at once upon
the building of scciulisnt

Kirghizia presenis a striking exanmiple of the effects of
the cultural revolution. Belore 1917 only one out of every
five hundred Kirghizians could read and write. Today,
illiteracy in this republic has been virtually rootcd out,
and to every ten thousand of the population there are more
university and college students than in the USA or France.
Scientific and research establishments have on their
staffs upwards of 2,400 Kirghizians with the academic
degrees of Doctor or Candidate of Science.

Literature and the arts in Kirghizia have made amazing
progress: where once there was nc written alphabet now
there is a national literature and opera and symphonic
music.

There has been similar headway in the other nafional
republics. This Soviet experience has attracted tremendous
attention abroad. With the result that at the height of the
tourist season thousands of foreigners flock to the Central
Asian republics fo see with their ewn eves the changes
which they had only heard or read about and which they
could hardly believe.

Do you have any national privileges
or restrictions?

None of any kind. Article 123 of the Constitution of
the USSR states: “Equality of rights of citizens of ihe
USSR, irrespective of their nationality or race, in economic,
government, cultural, political and other public activ-
ities, shall be an indefeasible law.”

The second part of this article stipulates: “Anyv direct
or indirect restriction of the rights oi, or, conv CI\LI} the
establishment of direct or indirect privileges for citizens
on grounds of race or nationality, likewise anv d(i\()tdcy
of racial or national exclusiveness or hatred and contempf,
shall be punished by law.”

Are “mixed” maririages common?
How are they viewed in your country?

One out of every seven families in the USSR is the re-
sult of a *mixed” marriage, which are constanily increas-
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Ing. Thus one out of every {ive saaringes in the Ukraine,
Latvia and Kazakhstan, and one out of every four in the
cities and towns of Central Asia, i~ mived.

W see such marriages as contributing to social unity.
The daw does ot \...pow anv restrictions on them, while
children born out of such marriages can d]oose which na-
tionality fo take -their father’s or rother’s on reaching
the age of sixteen.

Sociologists contend that the proportion of divorces
in cases ol “mixed” marriages i~ wuch tess than in ordina-
ry narriages. This may be becawse more thought goes into
the planning of these marriages.

May Soviet citizens marry foreigners?

Yes, of course, Over the last few vears more than 8,000
Soviel citizens have warried foreigners and have gone to
five in 110 different countries with lheir wives or hus-
hands.

What does the word equality mean to you?

3vocquality we mean the equal rights and opportun-
itics that soctety grants its members without any restric-
tion on grounds of nationality, race, teligion, or social
standing.

The basis of equality is the ellective right to work,
without which all other rights and liberties remain largely
ciipty though fine-sounding p‘ll‘il\(‘\ I thiscountryv unen;-
pi.o_\ sent was done away with in the carly 19307, The eco-
nonn s even, steady developinent according to plan means
assured johs in their respective trade or profession for the
withons of syoung people tinishing sccondary schools or
graduating frou vocational schoois and higher and specia-
lized secondary eduvational establishments.

A~ was noted earlier, equal puv dor equal work, free
healtii services and iree public education accessible to eve-
ryone, and social security in old age, in the event of ill-
ness, incapacity or the loss ol breadwinner, and the right
to rest and recreation, are all luid down in Soviet legisla-
tion and are materially assured

But do not take this Lo mean we are trying to fix one
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fevel for wages. The socialist principle Tfollowed in rewmu-
neraling labour according to the amount of work done and
ils quality, presupposes certain difterences in cash incoine
fevels between different categories of workers. Also, fa-
milies with more or less the same incomes, may, depending
on their size, have dillerent per capita incomes.

Some other factors also alfect the living slandards of
different people, families and, now and again, whole ca-
tegorics of workers. Take, for instance, people living in
the rigorous climatic conditions of the Arctic regions, and
the as vet little-developed parts of Siberia and the
East. Thev have to spend ninch more on housing, transpaort,
the proper clothes, and even food. This problem does not,
incidentally, only apply to this country. The Soviet state
is doing evervthing possible to provide equally Tavoura-
ble living conditions for all ils citizens wherever they
live in Moscow, Central Asia or Siberia. People working
it especially rigorous climatic conditions are entitled to
certain privileges such as higher pav, longer holidavs, free
fares, etc.

The pay rises already put through and being implenen-
ted in this current five-vear period concern firsthy fow-
and medium-income persons and families and will graduat-
Iv bridge the gap between minimum and maximum sta-
tutory earnings. The increases wade in pensions, grants,
allowances and schotarship stipends and in the volume ol
free benefits and services are also bringing us closer (o
our goal.

Ax there is too Tittle spave 1o deseribe everyvthing that
the Soviet state is doing to ensure a real measure ol social
cquality, we shall have to content ourselves with the (ol
lowing example. In such a vast fand as the USSR it is as
vel impossible lo guarantee equal job and carcer oppor-
tumtu\ identical public services and utilities or similar
opportunities for cultural advancement both in « hig city
and a small rural communitv. However, every elffortl is
being made to bridge the gap between town and country.
Many measures the Party and government have worked
out to provide better conditions and living standards for
the rural population, or, for instance, better opportunities
{or young people in villages to acquire a higher or specia-
lized secondary education, have been carried out, and many
more are planned.
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Who has the right to criticize
and who may be criticized
in the USSR?

Each citizen is entitled to criticize the activities of
any government and Party body and of any exccutive re-
gardless of office.

This right is extensivelv exercised in diverse ways in
practice. We cannot conceive of further social development
without the development of criticism. It would be hard to
find a copy of a newspaper or magazine which did not carry
critical letters, articles and other items. On the average
one out of every five items devoted to domestic issues that
are featured in the leading Soviet dailies will contain cri-
ticism of something or someone. s this a lot or a little?
The USSR has 8,000 newspapers with a total daily circu-
lation of 165 million copies, of which such leading dailies
as Pravda, Trud and [zvestia account for 25 million. In
addition, there are some special satirical publications—
like Krokodil, or its national-language counternarts that
are published in the different constituent republics—whose
express purpose is to look at everyv aspect of our daily
life with a critical eve.

Criticism is expressed not only through the medium of
the press. One will possibly hear more criticism at the vari-
ous trade union and Party meetings than anywhere else,
on both ailairs of state as well as iccal issues. Executives
at anv level, from shop superintendent {o minister, are
obliged to provide a ::atisfacior)' answer 1o anv critical
1emJ11\> addressed to them and report what has been
done or will e done to remove the shertcomings.

Thie Soviet peonle’s wide use ol the 1! to criticize
shows their deep and active interest in t of h‘O coun-
try and in the aflairs ol the foctory, fann or oiflh o where they
work.

The Sovit citizen fecls that Lie takes pax.. in the run-
ning of his coumr\, and this in turl jesters wit M'l him a
fee lmﬂ of responsibility. of into hml we for anyihing that
still stands in the [ nermal i ¢ voerl. that ham-
pers Suviet society ailce .a/\.ards Ihe accomplishment
of its communist :
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Soviet people produce the impression of feeling
secure aboutl their future.
What gives them this confidence?

First of all, they can sce what the future holds i store
for them, as tm is contained in the development program-
mes which the whele country discusses and does its utmost
to carrv out. These )[dll\ are their p‘am, and theyv rightly
expect as they were responsible for drawing them up and
are now carrying them out, that thev will be realized.

Soviet sceiety's polili(‘al stability, its steady econ-
omic advancement and its steadi v rising living standards
deliver *hc.‘l from the threat of crises, unemployment and
inflation with all the ersuing  consequences.

The bowet peraon optimism, of course, also stems from
ex {‘(‘IJCHCL accumulated during several generations. Des-
p' e the grim yearsof foreign mter\emlon and Civil War,
the econonmnc cnao> and hung ger rife in the first vears of
Soviet power, or the superhuman ordeal they went through
during the past war agmmt Nazi Germany, the bouet
people never lost their feeling ol confidence in the future.
They deferided their country and have built a society of
advaiced socialism, in which evervthing is done for the
geod of man.

This does not mean our p(ot»lc "o not have setbacks.
Wlio can be sure that hie \\!l choose the right carcer, or say,
successiull p*“:‘ent one’s thesis for an acadeinic degree?
There is ng wav of guaranteeing protection from persoual
misfortune or {ragedies.

e
’Y‘

is there a conilict between the older
and younger generations in your couniry?

[T you take our aouu voas a whole the conflict of gen-
crationsis g tas are its possible causes. On the
other hand, 111@1‘0 um;.‘ be “local” misunderstandings and
conilicts, especi when the older generation refuse to
accent the , tastes, lashions and fads of the voung,
or when stunbornly insist on them. Lack of
tact on either side, the desire of the younger generation
lo be iIldC:‘.ﬂ(“ﬂt before thev can really stand on their
feet, lead av times to family conilicts.

Yet generational differences in this country never in-
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volve problems which affect the basic structure of our
life. On the whole the vounger gencration embrace and
develop the ideals of their seniors, their attitude to our
social system, 1o Hif s and the Tuture, and energe-
tically carrv on

This comition

contradictions
{hat may erupt arot e tacklied before
they have developed mto wic io<prur* conilict and “revolt
of the young” so characteristic o bourgenis socicty.

You say that in your couniry equalitv
of the sexes is law. What is actually
done to assure the cquality of women?

Equality of the sexes is lald dowii in the USSR Constitu-
tion. is guaranteed the relevant mil\lf ition and maferi-
al 1 s, and is strictly cbhserved.

cilitie
hrumagu\l\e women with a second: ary and higher
education constitule a greater proportion in this couniry
than men. Because of the tremendous wartime losses, wo-
men account for 51 per cent of {hie entire werkforce, carn-
ing, of course, equal pay for e(ba‘ vwork. Nete that most
women employees are engaged on intellectual and mecha-
nized jobs: thus, they comprise four of every five health-
care workers, the absolute majority of those working in
the field of education, two out of every threc workers in
the radio electronics industry, ctc More than four thou-
sand women manage industrial plants and head adminis-
{rative offices, while more than 200,000 supervise factory
shops and sections or laboralories,

Soviet womern play a major role in the country’s polit-
ical and public affairs, in the eflort to strengthen peace
and imcmqiionai co-operation and in the international
women's mov U“tﬂt Women comprise 31 per cent of the
deputies to the USSR Supreme Sovict, 35 per cent {o the
Union-rep ubllL Supreme Soviets. and 48 per cent to the
local Sovz:xs. For the sake of co mparison one might note
that in the USA women comprise only five per cent of
these belding jobs in federal and local government.,

The experience oi our country and other socialist coun-
tries shows that women can make a valuable contribution in
many useful jobs as well as in the running of the govern-
ment. To be more eniphatic, we regard their parlicipation
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as indispensable for economic and social progress generaliy.,

Though our achievements cannot be contested, prob-
fems stitl remain. These are regarded as a matter of ut-
most importance by the Party and State. The CPSU Pro-
gramme specifically states that any vestiges of the un-
equal ~statusof women in evervday life must be completely
eliminated.

What is being done 1o this end? Over the past twenty
vears the volume of public services has increased sevenfold,
and today kindergartens and creches accommiodale twice
the number of childrei as before. The number of such do-
mestic aids as vacuum cleaners and washing machines has
trebled over the past ten vears, while the number of rei-
rigerators has increased sixfold.

Ty many homes today, especially ol young families.
the question of “division of work”™ concerus both husband
and wile. Sociologists have estimated that wives head two
out of every five families, vet also note that domestic
chores in families with children take, on the average, twice
as much the wife’s time, as thev do of the husband’s.

The tenth five-year plan has placed on the agenda a new
far-reaching programme for lghtening wonlen's .work,
not ouly on the job but also at home. The {wo chambers
of the Soviet parliament. the Soviet of the Union and the
Soviet of Nationalities have sel up special standing com-
mittees {o deal with questions concerning womelt's work-
ing, living and general conditions and mother and child
weliare.

Even though during the tenth-five-vear plan period
male employees witl comie to predominate in the workforce
for the first time since the end of the war, female labour
will continue to play a significant role. Much will be done
to lighten their work. Of the 1.165 basic trades, some
200, regarded as being hazardous fo the health or calling
for strenuous physical exertion, have been banned for
woinen, and the tist is continualiy expanding.

A special section in the USSR’s economic development
prograine envisages iurther improvement in the working.
living and general conditions for female employees. They
are to be entitled to a partially paid leave to take care of
babies up to the age ol oune year and are to be allowed to
work a shorter day or week, or work at home.

Further efforts will be made to ease household chores for
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women. The volure of public services is to jncresse by
48 per cent, dav-cere ~chools will double their accommeda-
tion, while kindercartens and creches will he able to take
approximatel - 2.8 million more children. This distinetly
shows how “femiinized” is the social programme of the tenth
five-vear plan, which will make new strides tlewards
achieving real equality for the sexes both on a social and
domestic level.

What do vou do to ensure the rights of teenagers?

Before they come of age—at 18—juveniles enjoyv a range
of legal privileges.

For davs after the October revolution the newly-formed
Soviet government enacted a special decree forbidding the
hiring of juveniles under 14. A special Child Defense Coun-
cil was set up on January 4, 1919. In the grim period of
Civil War, foreign intervention and economic dislocation,
the yvoung Soviet republic enacted and implemented a se-
ries of laws to protect the rising generation. Thus, in
May, 1919, when the whole country was on the edge of
starvation, free meals were provided lor all children up
to 14, regardless of whether their parents were for or
against Soviet power.

The humanitarian laws enacted in those first vears laid
the foundation for further laws to uphold and protect the
rights of children and teenagers. Prese nt leo”<!ati\‘e codes
contain articles specially designed for children. Thus, o
the 256 articles in the Labour Code of the RL:>>'§ i1 Federa-
tion, 4& are concerned with labour protection and privile-
gos and henefits fvr working teenagers aid I'
ecs with children. l‘n‘ , 1t has been daid do
niles may ?‘ve h 0 only !

ale employ-

1 that juve

after thev reach
e, and onby then h medica
union sanction. noy juveniles b

YU

perinissi
hired at the ag

is | 3 iuvenile labour on arduous, ur
derground wor lat are recorded as Lazardous tc
the Lealth, igl avd overtime work. For
juveniles between aves of 16 and 18 the statutory
41-hour weel is reduced to 36 hours, though they are paid
at the same level as adult emplovees witl: corresponding
skills or qualifications,
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Working inveniles cojov so many benefits, that some

MGnagers «1 10 enom\ adults in tgzeir stead.
Flowever faw steps i i, Juveniles can only be

sacked if the connnissions for ]U\(I]l](‘ aflairs attached to
the locat Soviets give their consent. And even if a juvenile
is dismissed he must be at once given another job of lhis
or her chotce.

Though, as we said, a yvoung person officially comies of
ag‘o at 18, when, for instance, he.is able to vote, vounger
boys and girls exercise many of the civil rights granted.
Thus a juvenile author of a piece of writing or music is en-
titted to full copyright protection. Juvenilesshare living-
space rights with their parents. Children enjoy property
rights from birth—in cases, for instance, of legacies or giits

The fact that social maintenance and social insurance
have been extended to children and juveniles is most in-
strumiental in assuring equality for the rising gencration.
Like their seniors, juvenile employvees are entitled to the
same sickness benefits and allowances and the same annual
paid holidays, while those combining work and study are
also entitled to additional paid leaves for the taking of
axams and the like.

The principle of equal opportunity for all children is
‘ullv operative; thus, the USSR was the world's first
ountry to practise iree education at every level, including
igher education.

1
L‘mlcf Ar
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it possible to purchase weapons in the USSR?

Licie ‘718 of the Russian Federation's Criminal
K Cing, storing, making or setling of frearims,
'15.'1 t" o O\Lumun w sinooth-bore hunting vans, anc
miition and ex plosives without oxpress permissioi,
; mmwa‘l : rin ol deprivation of liberty of tn to

vo years of by corrective fabour up 1o one vear, or a
> 10 one hundred rovbles. The carrving,
setting of ge} cutlasses or other
tthont expre r,mewon, with the ¢ nee )i
e w of blank weapons is part of

‘|u
'

lul

vhere ine wo
attire or is ovsociated with hunting ax(l
ishable by a term ol deprivation ol libe
year or by correclive Labour up to a simi
fine up fo thirty roubics.”

No weapous, except for sporting and hunting guns and
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pistols, are sold in this country. However such hunting
and sporting weapons may be purchased only at special
shops, plo\:d“(l the required permit f@r a 'mm g gun,
or stall-catibre rifle has been issu cd

eign nationais. by the LKSR Interrial
in the cave of Sovict citizens, by the fecs
where they tive, provided ‘;‘ney proeseiti a
the memberaliip cord of a sports club,
weapon be required. .

Cventhen, thewould-be hunter mist not be under 2igit-
een, and, i he wants to jeoin a hunting seciety, must be
able 1o <how that "c knows how to handle such guns.

The & : a hunting guns regisier esch gun sold
along o e and uldro ax vwoil o8 the number of
the B i of the purchaser. Tho respective lunting

sta MO
t ‘.i:rd., or
wuld a sporting

club v wixe register the serial monbers of guns in
thie possession of ils members. Hunting knives mav like-

I
- purchased only provided the would-be purchaser
his Iunter’s card.

wise o

> sale of anyv type of weapon {o juveniles, retarded
1N

or mentaliv disturbed persons, or amyone undergoing judi-
cial inguiry or stan (Imd trial, or likewise any person pre-
viously conv Med ol a majer offense, is categorically pro-
hibited.

Hew do you combat hooliganism?

Soviet socicty seeks to complciely eradicate crime,
so it does not tolerate hoongamsm. for which the law spe-
cifies various penzltties ranging from a small line up fo
deprivation of liberty.

We attach particular importance to such methods as
social persuasion and admonition. which are excrcised by
what are kiown as community courls. Mauy offenders fear
moral censure from their work collectives more than a
legal penaity.

The etfort to combat violations of public law and order
is carried on not only by the militia but alse by the peo-
ple’s druzhinas, or voluntary squads, forimed of factory and
office workers or of university and college students who
fielp to maintain law and order in strects, squares, parks
sports grounds and clubs.

The members of the commissions for juvenile affaii
that are attached to the local Soviels are not only deputic
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of the respective Soviel, but also representatives of pub-
lic organizations and of the educationa: and health-care
organs. The main purpose of the extensive diversified work
(drrxed o by these bodies is not only to bring pressure to
bear on voung offenders violating public order and moral
standards, but also to prevent anti-social behaviour and
help reform unruly juveniles.

On the whole we may say thal good progress has been
made in fighting hooliganisni. As USSR Minister of Inter-
nal Affairs Nikolai Shehelokov hag said, “There are thous-
ands of populalion centres where not a single major
breach of public law and order has been recorded [or quite
a long while

What action is taken in the USSR with respect
to peeple who are physically capable of working
but who refuse to?

The Soviet Constitution states that every person phy-
sically capable of working is obliged to, in accordance with
the principle; “he who doces 'ot work, shall not eat™.

Too categorical? We don’t think so. Our society pro-
vides its members with numerous benefils which we men-
ticned earlier. It is only natural lo expect a socially gain-
ful return from every able-bodied person. Note, that we
consider the housewife's chores also as sociatlv useful
work. But we find it hard to understand certain indi\'id uals,
mei, for the most part, who are strong and healthy and
umte phvsically capable of working, but who refuse to.
So il we take a critical attlm}e lo these individuals, es-
pecially if they lead an amoral wav of life, we feel entirely
justified. Why on earth shovld they also be entitled to
these social benefits that go to the honest worker? And also,
what legitimate means of existence do they have in a so-
ciety in which exploitation of another person’s labour is
inconceivable in principle?

We try to bring public opinion to bear on persons who
frankly refuse to work, persons that we terim parasites.
The more so, since finding a job presents no problem, con-
sidering the number of vacancies and the assistance aflor-
fed by numerous employment agencies.

However, there are some spe ual cases when the shirking

[ work is seen as socially harmiul idleness—for msiance,
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rial support; for their part, they donot interfere in the affairs
of the state. A person may change his religion or totally
renounce it, should he so desire. Whatever his decision on
that issue 1t plave o role whatever in his life as a citizen.
There is no reference {o a person’s ﬂligim or the absence
of such in his internal passport, official forms or census
files.

Discrimination against believers in this country is pro-
h 1 ited. Anyene guilty of obsiructing religious \\01‘*h1p and

tes, provided ‘hej do not transgress upon public law and
order and do not encroach upon other civil rights, can be
charged under criminal law. Refusal to hire a person or ad-
mit him to an educational establishment on religious
grounds, denial for this reason of any privileges and oeneﬁts
to which a person is lawfully entitled, or restriction of any
other civil rights, are regarded as flagrant violations of
the law.

All faiths enjoy id
regardless of whether th
By agreement with loca

entical righis and opportunities
ey haxe small or large foﬂowmg
i government bodies, any religious
con(flegatmn or association, provided it has a memb rshin
of net less than 20 perso s, is entitied to the free use of the
land upon which its church or house of worship stands,
while the building is maintained and repaired 0* the ex-
pense of the said congregation or association. Officialing
clergymen are remu nerakd out of the congregation’s dona-
tions and fees for various rites and services. The leasing,
building or acquiring of premises {or candle-making and
workshops for the manufacture of various religious articles
is also permitied.

The Counci! for Religious Aflairs that has been estab-
lished to act as liasen between the Soviet government and
various religious associations, while not interfering in
their internal affairs, sees to it that the respective legisla-
ticn governing the status of religious associations is duly
ohserved.

There are upwards of 20,006 churches, prayer-houses,
meonasieries and convents of various faiths in the country.
All religlous persuasions enjoy equal rights.

(
I
o1l

Whe publishes religious literature?

A1l the main religions publish their literature. Thus,
in 1976, the Moscow Patrlarc}w put out another edition of
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the Bible, including Loth the Old and New Testaments,
To be published shortly are the first velume of the writings
of Patriarch Pimen, a number of theological treatises and
other ecclesiastical literature. The periodical, Jowrnal of
the Moscow Patriarchy, which not only covers ecelesiastical
aflairs, but also contains sermons, theological essavs and
other material, enjovs a rather large circulation.

The All-Union Council of the Evangelical Christian
Baptist Church also regularly re-issues editions of the Bible
and the Gospel, as well as praverbooks, calendars and hym-
nals, while its periodical, The Brotherly Herald, comes out
in several other national languages besides Russian.

As for the Moslem Religious Board of Central Asia and
Kazakhstan, in recent vears it has put out six editions of
the Koran, Imam al-Bukhari's "Al-Jami'al-Sahih” and
“Al-Adab al Muf rad hadiths, as well as Ismail Mahmoud
Satticv's history of the Koran by Othman ibn Affan, which
is preserved in fa\nl ent. [ also publishes a magazine cal-
led, Moslems of the Sovizt East.

Who are the dissidents
and how many are there of them?

“There aren't more than thirty of us dissidents”, Andrei
Sakharov once admitted in a talk with foreign correspond-
ents.

Who are these persons, whose names attract in the West
such adjectives as "outstanding”, “highly popular” and “fa-
mous™?

As we see it, these people who in the West are regarded
as dissidents and “champions of libertyv”, are but pawns in
a new operation that is being conducted against the USSR —
and against detente too. The press in the leading Western
countries would have its readers believe that the dissidents
are not against Soviet power, but are only seeking to im-
prove il, and that is all.

This is. alas, very far from true.

I one took the advice of the dissidents, we would not
embark on a few minor repairs in our home, but wash our
hands of it completely.

Here are some examples of what the more well-known
dissidents advocate and where their svmpathies lie.

Solzhenitsvn: ~...those, who even before 41 dreamed

34



of noihing else then fo “1 up armes 2nd lick Lho<e red com-
missars.” (The (,m.w' Al u/@mg'r)' his ideat is the F ranco-
ist regime which gave me Spaniards a “model UCZT‘;O\I&L}
(from an inferview in Spainy.

Kuznetsov: “...1 am AGAINST Soviet power” (from a
statement in the newspaper Russkaya AMysl, Paris).

Sakharov: Pinochet initiated in Chiie “an epoch of re-
naissance and consolidation™ (from a statement to the press).
“...The capifalist, but democratic, states are closer 1 a
genuinel\' human society” than the socialist countries,

Sakharov believes and urges the West o “exert the strong-
est and most sensilive pressure on the Soviet authorities”
from the book Sakharov Speaks, published in the USA);
it is necessary {o place in private hunds the entire sphere
of the services and the entire industry of the USSR, “except
for heavy industry, freight and cargo transport and Jle
postal service” (from a Der Spiegel digest of his book). In
shori, back to capitalism!

Bukovsky saidal a news conference, he 1ad dreamed of
“an armed revolution against Soviet power” from child-
hood, “but nothing will come of that while the West sticks
to the rule that il is not entitled to interiere in the Soviet
Union’s internal affairs. That is precisely why the Helsinki
agreement is o dangerous.”

Masquerading as ahampmns of human rights the dissid-
ents and, primarily, those whe stand behind them, urge
an end to detente. This is what it boils down to! When asked
what he wanted, Solzhenitsvn declared in an interview o a
neo-fascist Italian journal: “A crusade against the Soviet
Union.”

Do these persons realize what a “crusade” against the
USSR would mean in the present circumstances?

We can well understand the anxiety felt by the Daily
Mirror of London, when in disgust at Solzhenitsyn’s slate-
mentis in  Britain it exclaimed that what this Russian
¢migré millionaire wanted the British to do was to declare
a general mobilization and rearm, to begin another war.

Shortly before the conierence ol the International Pen
Club was to open in London, a decument was published in
defence of the Soviet “writer” Vliadimir Bukovsky, who had
supposedly been innocently sent to prison. At the time he
was indeed in the Viadimir prison. Bul he had been by no
means innocent of the charges brought against him. In 1963,
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1967 and
nal Code sl wineed 9
various terms of ¢ cavion of diberly for organizing and
actively partic viotating public
law and order « use oi terror as
the main method sirige i e et state svs-
tem. In Mi'\ 1976, hf» was expelled from the USSR, The
courl eslablished m'x‘ Hul;ovsky‘s hostile activities had
been directed from a
The same peopie Wl ho made Bukovsky a “writer”, pro-
c}aimcd 3\1*(11"6‘1 .—‘41 who has rated from the
S ! torian”, cor telv dismissing,
of course, tm fact. that at the age of %hulrm WHL ¢X
pelled for failing beh I.r‘ in bis studies in his sophomore
year at Moscow Uniy s History Department.

Even among d " Valentin Moroz has earned
the questionable repmanon of 2 man who defends the ter-
rorist activity of the Ukrainian nationalists who collabo-
rated with the Nazis in the past war. He tried to embody
his views in the form of a political programme, which em-
phasizes the imoortance of inciting hostility against Rus-
sians and Byelou s, and urges organizing an armed
struggle against Soviet power with the military support of
cerfain lTorces in the West, In 1966, in accordance with So-
viet legislation, Moroz was sentenced to a four-year term of
deprivation of liberty for anti-Soviet agitation and propa-
ganda. After he had served his time, he resumed his hosiile,
treasonable activities, for which he was sentenced to a se-
cond ferm.

A jew more words abort several “di
reside outside the USSR N Gorbanevs
V. Maximov have also been proclaim
figures”. Certain cireles in the West 2
émigrds for subversive anti- -Hoviel a

One mayv form <o 3
people these "writers {
frons the fact that while Hyving in the USSR Galich wrote
a plav called Ulider o Lucky Star and a film seriptentitled
Staie Criminal, in w he branded those who had colia-
borated with the Naziz during the war as traitors to the
Sovicet Motherland, But today, the moment he crossed the
border he performed an about-Tiace dI"‘ is now painting the
life in the Soviet Union in biack colours.

1y . T
tH72, unaet
of the

ten*\ who now
»d}'h, A Galich and
“leading literary
naking use of {hese
11\ Jt'\ .

idea as to what sort of
gical fighters” really are

m

a6



These are the Soviet “dissidents”, persans who are of
alue only to cireles waging a psyeho! al wer aguinst
1 i i wiicnal deteste.

Can a persen emigrate from the Seviet Union?

Yes. 1,0\' ever, the nunber who do is insignificant. The
majorily of them leave (o join their families or because they
have anarried a loreigner.

Seviet laws and emigration rules fully accord with the
International Covenants on Civil and Political 2ights
which the UN General Assembly adopled on Decembe ' 16,
1966, This document <lates, in par?'u ilar, that the righi of
a person to leave lifs own country {or purpeses of permanent
residence in another country mav be restricted in cases
that are connected with the proiection of state securily,
public order, public healih or miorals, or the rights and IICL-
dom of others. This means L}mt in some cases the decision
to grant permission to emigr f until the
family seﬁlc< its family affairs, ir iese of a mate-
rial nature. The decision to grant 'S 10 people in
pessession of state secrets or who have recently taken their
military training in kev military professions mayv likewise
be postponed. After the information possessed by the per-
son in question is declassified upon the e pln ol the spe-
cified period, the question of an exif visa is 1e<‘ons1dered.

Does a citizen’s application to emigrate affect his of-
ficial or social standing?

Not as a rule. The fcv exceplions are appiicants employ-
ed at defense establishments or institutions engaged in
classified research. In such cases, with the consent ¢i the
{radce union and in accordance with the labour law code,
these persons may be relcased from their jobs and given
other work.

\f (/)

The tegality of abortion continues
to be discussed in the West.
How de you handle this question?

“Though I am against abortion, I believe that it must be
permitted as a person cannot be regarded as iree if she is
deprived of the right to decide this crucial issue of how
many chiidren to have,” savs Prolessor Yelena Novikova,
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the Dcput\' USSR Minister of Public Heallh in charge
12 Soviel Mother and Child Weliare Serviee.

In hl: countiry, abortions are permitted. This is a na-
tural attitude for a state to fake that recognizes the cqual-
ity of the sexes. The law permitling abortion has enabled
the harmful effects of illegal abortions to be reduced to a
mininum, for a ban on abortion does not reduce the num-
ber of abortions, but compels women to resort to unquali-
fied persons for help. In countries where the law forbids
the artificial termination of pregnancy, thousands of women
lose their health or even die.

The modern woman does not want to be tied down only
to her home and family; she wants lo expand her educa-
tional level, assert herself as an independent person, and
develop her intellectual and spiritual abilities. Sociological
survevs have shown that most Soviet women believe that
the ideal family consists of two or tihree children, This is
evidently a sensibie approach as it is much easier {o givea
smaller number of children a proper upbringing. Another
factor is that childbirth, which is usually beneficial for the
organism, ceases to he so when a woman gives birth to five
to ten children. World Health Orrrdmzauon experts say
that after the third child, the ddnger of death in child-
birth, diabetes, and cerlain forms of cancer increases.

It is only natural for women to want to plan their fami-
lies. Abortions, of course, are not the best way to do this.
However so far we do not have anv completelv reliable
contraceptives that would not produce harmiul side effects.
A WHO centre {o sludy the use of hormenes has been set
up in the USSR under the auspices of the USSR Obstetri-
cal and Gynecological Research Institute.

Our attitude to hormone preparations is cautious and
therefore we do not advertise them as thev aflect the female
organism in a way which cannot be termed harmless. This
does not mean we are against contraceptives generally.
Quite a range ol methods have been devised that help to
prevent undesirable conception—though thev are not a
hundred per cent reliable. Teaching women how to use these
tmethods is the real wayv to reduce the number of abortions.

What will also help is the removal of those objective
causes that oblige a woman to terminate pregnancy. Among
these are such grave chronic ailiments as diabetes, kidney
and heart trouble, which jeopardize the life of an expectant
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motlier, and complicate childbirth to such an extent that
often doctors themselves recommeid an abortion. True,
nowadays, such cases have hecome increasingly rare. For
wortlen needing special medical supervision, the USSR has
special sanatoriums and maternity homes that provide
programmies designed to prepare a woman for childbirth.

Sometimes, the decision to terminate pregnancy is
taken casually without any really serious reason. Hence,
a doctor will always interview a woman belore sending her
to hospital—as in the USSR abortions are performed only
in clinics and hospitals under the same conditions as all
operations.




VIi. EDUCATION
AND ART

What sort of an education
does the Soviet young person get?

A universal ten-vear sy <tvm ol‘ secondary schooling,
which is now CUIHPUI\()}\ for all both in town and country,
was put into efiect in 1976, Wh 10 one (dn(houe which tvpe
of secondary educaticnal establishiment o attend-—a gene-
ral education school, a vecational or Ledn,xul training
school—all of them include in their curriculum the scecond-
ary school programme which enables graduates to enter,
if they desire, any institution of higher education.

By January 1, 1677, the USSR had a population of
258 million. Attendance at general education schools
was 46.5 million, vocational schools, technical training
schools and other >pcc1alucu secondary educational estab-
lishments 1.5 million and 4.6 million respectively, and
institutions of higher learning, five million.

The best educated generation in Soviet historv is cur-
rently embarking on their careers.

Is a universal secondary education a status
symbol or an objective necessity?

An cconomic and social necessity.

Economically, it is needed, even demzmud by the cur-
rent scientific and technological revolution, \\} ose achieve-
ments will not be put to efficient use unless the person
applying them is suificiently well educat ed It is a fact
that factory workers who have a secondary school education
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take half the time {o master new equipment as against those
whe have onh seven vears of schocling.

Yet, in present-day Produ tion, not everyorne needs th
knowledge gained irom a full secondary ten-year schooling;
tany could ¢ cope with tnmr ]()h\ \\uboqt it. So considering
this point why has the USSR introduced a universal second
ary education?

The character of work is rapidly changing and jobs
which require a relatively low educational level arc grow-
ing less. The worker who may not be making full use of all
he has learned in his job today will do so temorrow.

This is not the only point. We have never viewed educa-
tion from a purcly consumer angle, or the human being as
only a participant in preduction. We regard as equally
important the social aspect, the fact that education broad-
ens a person’s horizons, makes him socially more active,
extends his opportunities of participating in management
and administration, helps him to choose the right career,
and develops a creative attitude to work. The harmonious
development of the individual, which is what we are striv-
ing for, is incoiceivable without a broad general education.

What do you think of “mass culture’?

We 1epud13¢ both the practlce of dl\'ldmg people into
such calegories as the “select” and the ° masses and the
consequent division of cultures into “mass” and “elite”.
Socialist culture is one entity, and in this sense it is indeed
of the people and for the people

As we see it, “mass culture” which is so prevalent in
capitalist society, though outwardly democratic, has a se-
rious negative efleclt on aesthetic standards, and with its
stereotype artistic methods reduces all of art’s functions
to simply providing mindless enterfajinment.

In effect, “mass culture™ has become a cultural commodi-
ty heavily dosed with violence and sex. “Culture” of this
nature not only diverts a person from appreciating genuine
art and seeking solutions to the crucial issues that face
society, but also thwarts the development of cultural dis-
tinctions of a nation.

Why canriot art be apolitical?

Though some artists have tried and will probably try
fo “evade” politics, nobody has succeeded so iar.
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Of course, an artist might think his art apolitical. Tlew-
ever, this is merely an illusion, as every tinie he spenks o
the rcador viewer, or .ittener, he takes a political stand.
Even if he is sincere »iten he mavs he iz net interested in
politics, he is neverthctess involved, as objectively he sides
with those who are content with the existing system and is
against those who scck to change it

How do we form onr assessinent of the interconnection
between art and politiess Lenin believed it important for
the artist 1o absord the progressive world outlook of his
time so that faith in man, in the possible eradication of
social inequelity and evil, in thie victory of goodness and
truth, in the great cause ol revolution, \\‘ouid becomne his
conviction and creed. Thix in effeet, is the meaning oi the
Leninist principle of partisanship in art.

The reader and viewer want to meet a positive hero,
who plays an active role in life, who boldly shoulders the
burdens of rcx‘po‘wbﬂil\', who fec l\ he is a maker of history.
This liero is hw product of life, of the new reali by

= 1\01‘\10 s Barticsiip Potuondkin, an scutely political
filim @bout the kuwml revolution. termed by the world’s
leading authorities as “the hest filnn of ail tines and na-
tions ‘. isnearly hall acentury old now. Gr take Sholokhev's
britliant And Quicr Ficos tie Do saga, v atiazes the
reader with the power of its sncial and politice ._muh/,d—
tions, and its penetrating psyvchological analyvses; the chal-

kovslys or the sym-
I

lenging, fiery, publicisiic verse of Mavako
pm\nlcs ol Prokofiev and Shostakovieh with their phiilo-
sophical content. They all comprise a genuirely itnovative
art, which reveals 1o man the truth about himseli & wid the
world around us. This i art demonstrating hope and {aith
in man the creator.

Nething raises the spirit ¢f a person so nuch as a posi-
tive attitude to Jife. 1t is the task and mizsion of art as well
to help man develop this attitude.

What is socialist realism?

Socialist realism is a crealive method in literature and
art the essenice of whicli is fo provide a historically concrete
interpretation of reality in its revelutionary development.
It emerged as the natural continuation and development of
preceding trends in literature and art in conditions of the
drastic changes in the patfern of sccial relationships
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brought about by the socialist revolution, by the victory and
establishnient of the new socialist society, and by the new
life-asserting role that Htcerature and art play in this society.

Our ill-wishers in the West refuse to accept this method
and seck to discredit it precisely because of its revolution-
izing role. They mockingly term it as an assortment of
“permitted” genres and subjects, as “manacles” on the wrists
ol wrilers and artists. In their effort to smear the concept of
“socialist realism”, theyv strive to desecrate the revolution-
ary mission in art that underlies this concepi.

Socialist realism does not ninpede creative possibilities;
on the contrary, it helps writers and artists to become more
actively and deeply involved in liie, to preserve their cre-
ative individuality. IT this were not so, how then could one
explain the emergence of such leading lights in world art
as Eisenstein and Pudovkin in the cinema, Prokofiev and
Shostakovich in music, Deineka and Saryan in painling,
Obraztsov and Tovstonogov in theatric art, Utyosov and
Raikin in variety, or Ulanova and Moiseyev in the ballet.
And there are hundreds more. They are all striking person-
atities, every one of whom would adorn any country in the
West.

Here lies the authentic power of socialist realism.

How free are avant-garde artists
to create what they would like to?
Are they able to exhibit?

Betweenn 1974 and 1976 we had six exhibitions of what
are known in the West as avant-garde or non-conformist
artists. The interest they at first attracted waned noticeably
later. Most exhibitors were secit by visitors—as comments
in the Visitors’ Books show—as “hungry for sensational
fame”, “avid for attention”, “unsuccessfully and blindly imi-
tating Kandinsky, Salvador Dali, or Chagall”. Of course,
there were also favourable reactions.

Some of these painters, the minority, show real talent.
Among these artists who are searching for their own style
and technique are Dmitry Plavinsky, Viadimir Nemukhin,
Vyacheslay Kalinin, Dmitry Krasnopevtsev, Alexander
Kharitonov, and Nikolai Vechetoniov, each of whom has
his own method. Some of their works have been purchased
by the USSR Ministry of Culture.
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Who defines the standards in Scviet art
and how is this done?

Any atlempt le govern artistic creativity or represent
the work of any oie artist or writer as the eriterion will not
eiicourage the devel nt of Hlerature or art. To recognize
Balzae and rejeci hul, to adumire ”\‘_\al\m.\l\\ and
ignore Blok, iswr sever, 1 s possibie and « Ln‘fubne
to look Tor the in art and literature and to try
{o find vwhat

In this couniry, ;'w 'Lu1 z‘.\\‘zn‘i: of Lenin and State
Prizesare given for oz sin literature aud art.
These ; ; as models of the art of
scma‘% real i L Thev ar itte d bv professional as-
sociations ¢ Ve wol Tite
ar Lmtub ! ari
publications, d ! or stails of publishing

cuses and libraries. T"ea Wworks then are discussed in the
press, with the VO H«.Hu ipation of the ]Jui‘llC. The

i N
Lm aml State L ,mmm-:-e: receive thousands of
tetlers dis 1 fous w f\z‘~ After
H]CV h'\\( ( ssed all suggestions a prmed their epi-

nions, nom 1o are diztinguished wri-
ters and 'm\‘\-, i the worthiest candidates for the
prizes. However, does ”OL :11 all mean that the prize-
winning works ¢ standard which must necessarily be

followed.

How well off financially is the Seviet artist?

o

The professional artist lives by his work, sclling his
pamtmg> to museuns and ,"zf‘ll(ri\s, O execuiing commis-
sions for factories and offices. His Lmon e aiso depend
the USSR Art Funid, whese 190 prefit-making ent
employ more than 26,000 artists.

Thanks to its fmpressive finan

i

)

1

Fund is in a position to financiall

ol such help and grant them pernaneiit

tempordrll\ unable to werk. Similar loa

the aged, and to artists’ widows. The Fund also lends in-
studios, housing co-ope-
i

terest-free sums for the building GT ud
ary celebrations, and

ratives, organizing special am*“*

the like.
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Tlie Fund has built ek\en facilities for rest and work
for members of the \u,:. st Union who are entitled fo a
{wo- momh stay with full board, miedical care, studio space,
and artists’ supplics. Travel expenses are paid for. Artists
may aiso tako mun‘x,rs of their families along with them.

The Fund earmarks large sums for exhibilions, the
purchase of works of art, the building of exhibition halls,
and subsidizing of trips to gather background material for
conunissioned work. Finally, the Fund organizes thie sale
ol works of painters, scu 11 tors, graphic artisis, and crafts-
mien working in the appiied arts throughi a network of 120 sa-
lons plus a special export salon which is the country’s
sole agent in selling works by Soviet artists to customers
abroad.

Will a Soviet poet be able to make a living
from his poetry alone?

Yes. Verse is paid by the line, from 0.7 to 2 rouble*
(0.93 lo 2.7 US dollars). The rate depends on a work’
quality, the talent, and reputation of the poet.

The normal edition of a "o‘ume of verse is 10,000 copies.
But should the printing be larger, the author will receive
additional sums as for a sccond edition. Thus, should the
printing run to 50,000 copies, which is incidentally rather
common, the author will get 60 per cent of the {uli rate for
the second 10,000 copies, another 60 per cent for the third
10,000 copies, ;)lus 40 per cent for the fourth 10,000 copies,
ancd 5 per cent for the fifth 10,000 copies.

Should the odition be fess than the usual 10,000 cop
which is mostly the case ol poetry in the languages of thc
national minorities, the author will nevertheless be paid
the same rate as for a 10,000-copy edition.

Until the poet has enough poems to make up a collce-
tion, he will usually publish them %ermmtely orin a series in
a magazine or newspaper, for which he will be paid by the
line. But what happens shiould a poet fall il1? The USSR
Writers’ L'“ion hasa L Hordr\’ Fund—much the same as the
Art Fundof the Artists’ Union—uwhich has millions of rou-
bles at its disposal. These sums are constantly being re-
plenished through deductions from publishing-house pro-
fits. Tt is these resources that previde a writer or poet with
temporary or permanent loans.
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The Literary Fund has 17 {acilities for rest and work as
well as dozens of out-of-lown guest houses for members of
the Writers’ Union and the Literarv Fund, at which ac-
commodations are provided free or at a 50-per cent discount.
The writer or pocl is entitled to two accommodation
vouchers a year.



VIi. INTERNATIONAL
CO-OPERATION

How do you approach
the problem of disarmament?

We have long and resolutely been fighting for universal
and complete disarmament under eflective international
contrel, We see this as a lasting guaraniee of peace and the
security of peoples and, apart from all else. a colossal sav-
ing of funds which could be used with benefit by mankind.

We by no means insist on making it an “all or nothing”
proposition, however. The Soviet Union calls with equal
defermination for any steps conducive {o the limitation and
ending of the arms race and reduction of armaments.
Of course, such steps should not give an advantage to one
side at the expense of the other. It isa fact that all the
international agreements concluded in this feld in the past
10-15 vears were the result of Soviet initiative.

Recently the Soviet Union proposed a whole range of
new important initiatives in this field. We suggested that

eflorts should be stepped up to achieve a new agreement on
the limitation of strategic ofiensive arims. And although, as
transpired during the talks in Moscow in \Xard 1977, with
US State Secretary Cyrus Vance, the position iaken b) the
new US Administration was lar from constructive, the So-
viet Union continues to think that both sides should work
for positive results, as it is imperative to halt the arms race.
We have renewed our proposal on the reduction of military
budgets. We are working for the prohibition and destruction
of chemical weapons and for a ban on the manufacture of
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new kinds and s\'ainms of mass destruclion weapons, we
propose that agreement should be reac h d on the complete
and universal prohibition of all nuclear \\'»:-apon tests and
on concluding a world treaty on the non-tuse of force in in-
ternalional relations. We are working for a curtailment of
the armed forces and armaments in Central Europe, and,
together with our partuers in the Warsaw Treaty, appeal
to all the countries which took part in the European Cen-
ference to conclude anr agreement undertaking not 1o be the
first to use nuclear weapons against cach otlier.

H is a broad and speeific programime. The me \mm
suggested by the Soviet Union are of course no subsltitute
for universal and complete disarmament but they create
better conditions for its realization.

Much is being written in the West that

the Soviet civil defense system threatens peace
by «“destabilizing the strategic balance

of forces”. ls this a valid complaint?

No, it has no substance. Our civil defense service has ne-
ver threatened-—nor can it threaten—anyvbody. Its pur-
poses are to protect the population in case of war, to provide
for economic stability in time of war, and to deal with the
damage done by an attack by an aggressor.

Some American writers allege that there has been a big
build-up of our civil defense organization, eqv)ﬂcmlly since
mid-1972. This idea must have been prompted by the fact
that in 1972, following a long period ol drought, serious fo-
rest fires started up i a mlmt er of regions. In many places
thev threatencd populated areass. Such natural disasters
call for (mmnmu 1’1(<151*r~> and it was necessary to enlist
the help of the popu I~ tion and to organize the people for
fire- nghtmg accordirigly. The civil mfm\e organization
was tised to control H ¢ massive fires an 011 the subsequent

clearing-up opomtmm Such a “build-up” of civil defense
to cope with a natural disaster of course threatens nobody .

The organization of our civil delense and methods of
protecting the population from possible air attack, as well
as methods for coping with natural disasters, are continu-
ally being improved. This fact was known at the time of
the conclusion of the Soviet-US agreement on anti-missile
defense. Tt was no obstacle to the signing of this agreement
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and caused no anxicty until 1976, when a struggle arcse in
the United States in connection with the US military bud-
get for the vears ahead. We are aware that the United States
is engaged on big civil defense progranimes, but we have ne-
ver claimed that this represents a threat to peace and the
security of other pcoples and have never tried to use it as
an argument against ending the arms race or against general
disarmament,

Dees the Soviet Union admit that
it is not deing its share in informatien
exchange with the West?

How can it make such an admission when the situation
is guite the reverse?

The Soviet Union svstematically imports from Western
countries several times as many publications as thev buy
from the Soviet Union. Our total imports of publications
from Western countries in 1975 amounted to 6,289,000 rou-
bles, while the cxport of publications from the Soviet
Union to these couniries came to 2,644,000 roubles.

The following official figures for 1975 are typical of
the exchange of publications (in thousands of roubles):

Countryv Exports frem Imports into

- - the USSR the USSR
UsAa €81 1955
Britain 210 1191
France 370 922
FRG 344 526
Switzerland 35 181
Austria 44 96
Holland 84 431

More than 20,000 different periodicals and 70,000 book
titles are bought abroad each year by the Al-Union Asso-
ciation “Mezhdunarodnaya kniga” on behalf of Soviet or-
ganizations and bookshops. When ordering foreign publi-
cations we give preference to original works which reflect
as fully as possible the achievements of different countries
in the fields of science, technology, literature and art.

The Soviet Union is steadily extending the range of pub-
lications imported from abroad. Starting from 1976 it
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bought for retail trade another dozen Western newspapers
tncluding The Financial Times, Frankjurter allgemeine,
Die Presse, Le Peuple, Helsingin Sanumat, Les Echos,
L'Unité, Dagens Nyheter, and Mainichi Shimbun.

I1 is to be deplored that even after the Helsinki meeting
the situation concerning information exchange with the
West has not become any better. This is not through anv
fault on our part. “Mezhdunarodnava kniga™ still cannot
buy certain Western publications which "are not sent be-
hind the Iron Curtain countries.” Soviet orders for US poli-
tical weeklies like U.S. News and World Repurt and Time
International are systematically undersupplied.

The high prices of Western publications are a formid-
able bharrier to greater exchange ol information between
the Soviet Union and Western countries. A vearly subscrip-
tiont 1o The New York Times delivered by air, for instance,
costs 2,982 dollurs, which makes it practically inaccessible.
By ordinary post (220 dollars) The New York Times reaches
the USSR after a moiiih, which deprives it of any news va-
lue. 1t is wortii noting that an annual subscription to Pravda
and [zvestfia costs in any Western country 14.40 and 12 dol-
lars respectively, and to the popular Soviet weeklies Life-
raturnaya gazetu (the Literary Gazette) and Za rubezhom
(Abroad), 14.40 and 18 dollars respectively.

Books, too, are much more expensive in the West than
in the Soviet Union.

Between 1946 and 1972 more than 6,000 works by Ame-
rican authors, some 6,000 works by French authors, 4,000
works by British authors and about 1,000 works by Italian
authors were published in the USSR.

Over the samie period 500 works by Soviet authors were
published in the United States and Britam {each), 600 in
France, and 400 in ltaly. Their printings, incidentally,
were considerably smaller than the Soviet printings of
foreign authors.

The Soviet Union cannot be accused of unwillingness
in the field of the cinema and the theatre either. Between
1966 and 1975 we bought 21 American films which were gi-
venn wide distribution. Over the same time the Americans
bought 25 Soviet films, but showed only some of them.

Soviet theatres have put on 35 plays by American au-
thors, as against two Soviet plays performed inthe US. We
have also staged 14 British, 21 French and 15 Ttalian plays.
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In Britain, theatre-goers are acquainted with one Soviet
plaveright, Alexei Arbuzov. In France and Italy Soviet
drama is not represented at all.

There vou have the true pesition.

Can the USSR manage
without Western technology and equipment?

Our achievements in space, alone, are a sufficient an-
swer to this question.

In the past five-vear period (1971-75) the Soviet Union
imported machines, equipment and transpertation facili-
tics worth 29,000 million roubles {roughly 38,000 million
dollars). For the vears 1974-75 the value of these items im-
ported from secialist countries came to over 9,500 niiilion
dollars, and from capitalist countries, the ligure was around
5,600 million dollars. Generally, the volume of the
Soviet Union’s imports is smaller than that of the other
industrialized countries, and, as the above figures show,
the minor part of these imports come from capitalist coun-
tries. Itsimportsirom the capitalist countries make up less
than 1.5 por cent of the Soviet gross national product.

In the 1975-80 period, the Soviet Union plans (o hoost
trade with the socialist countries by 41 per cent, and with
industrialized capitalist countries by 31 per cent. I other
words, by 1980, the trade turnover with the USA, Canada,
Western Europe and Japan is expected to come lo about
20,000 million roubles Imiports wili probably account for
about half this sum—10,000 million roubles, including
imports of machinery worth 3,000-4,000 million roubles,
which is not a large sum, considering that the volurie of
capital investments in the current five-vear period in the
USSR will amount 1o 621,000 million roubles, and the in-
crement of national income, to 91,000 million roubles.

There is another thing worthnoting. The Western mono-
polies are competing for Soviel crders and using Soviet
cquipment and knowhow on a growing scale. Thev find it
profitable. But one mav profil ircm economic relations with
the USSR only provided that these relations are profilable
to the Soviet Union as well.

The Soviet Union's technological capacities and achiev-
enients are such that it is perfectly able to centinue its
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rapid advance all hy itself. On the other hand, it is some-
times cheaper to “uv than to make what one needs. It
would be foolish of us notto avail ourselvesof the advantages
of the international division of labour.

What is impeding
the growtin of Soviet-US trade?

The answer s very stwple - faritfi diserining
agamxt Soviet o ods by the United States.

The average cusioms doty fevied in the United tne\
on foreign capit: ods aniounts 10 8 per cent of their
cost, but to 38 cent for cquivalent Soviet goods. It is
9 7 and 42 per cent respectively for elect 1CL11 equipment,

5.2 and 30 per cent for transportation facilities, and so on.

Agreement on aholishing this g gross diserimination, i.e.,
extending to the USSR the same terms of Lrade as apply lo
140 other countiries, was reached as long ago as 1972, but
it has still not been implemented by the Amcrican side.

Then there are the adminisirative restrictions imposed
on exporls of American goods lo the Soviet Union. Many
goods may be sold only under an individual export licence
issued by the US authoritics. And the regulations applying
to such exports are so vague that the exporter does not know
in advance whether or not the licence will be issued. This
resulis in emle\\ delays. To quoie an example, in 1973,
the Soviet “Intourizt” organization concluded an agreement
with TBM ior autoinated contro! equipment for its hotels,
It took more than three vears 1o get the licence.

Or take anotiier example. The Soviet Union proposed
to the Americans that the two sides exchange information
o the nature of the goods which, for one reason or another,
neither country to scll to the other. The aim was to
end ambigui ,,i:‘i; of understanding. The proposal
was 1ol acce

Another | o the growth of Soviet-US trade is
the credit ress 7’L/u/ s in An\)\el by the US Congress, which
limit the possibility of LS exports to the Soviet Union. As a
result, US companies oiten become non-compelitive and
lose Soviet oirders which they could otherwise have had.

There are no harriers on the Soviet side to the develop-
ment of trade with the United States.
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What is the pattern ¢f Soviet imperts
from Westiern countries?

We have already mentioned that the USSR buys ma-
chinerv, equipment and trensportation facilities from the
West, These goods account for a little over a third of toial
imports. A large proportion of imports is made up of fer-
rous metals, rolled stock of ferrous wetals and pipes (rough-
Iv 40 per cent of the imporisy. The rest of the Soviet pur-
chases from the West consist of consumer goods and raw
materials for their production, foodstufls and grain.

What can the Soviet Union offer the West
besides oil, gas and othier raw materials?

In the 1971-75 period, the foreign pariners bought from
the Soviet Union 1,150,000 motor cars, 170,000 tractors,
8,500 bulldozers, 72,000 metal-cutling wachine fcouls,
13,000 cxcavators, and other similar items. Equipment for
atoinic power plants, clectronic devices, aijrcraft and avi-
ation cquipment, hydroloil ships, and programme-con-
trolled machine tools are exported in increasing quantities.

Exports cof Soviet machinery and equipment amounted
to 2,500 million roubles (3,230 million dollars) in 1970 and
to 4,500 millicn roubles (about 6,000 million dollers) in
1975.

Electric motors made in the USSR have been bought
by the FRQG, France, Haly, Austria, Denmark, and many
other countries. Soviet machines for contact welding of
raiis are being used on railways in the Uniled States, Ja-
pan, Ialy, Austria and Greece. Industrialized capitalist
countries use the Soviet technology of electroslag welding.
Such units have been soid to France, Sweden and Japan,
i.e., countries which are in the front rank in world melal-
lurgy.

Soviet pneumatic processing equip ment has been beught
by French firms, stationarv air compressors and textile
equipment by Italy and Finland, and printing and chemi-
cal plant by Britain and the FRG.

Omne can see in the fields and on building sites in more
than 80 countries about 400,000 Soviet iractors, 70,000
grain harvester combines and more than 40,000 road-build-
ing machines. Swedish farniers are very satisfied with Soviet
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tractors, which are sturdy and tough, of simple and conve-
nient dus',,gn, and which are easilyv started at helow-zer
temperatures. They are praised in Canada and other coun-
tries as well.

The Eberhard Hoesch Company (I'RQG) sells filter press-
es made under Soviet licence to manyv countries. Manv ma-
chine-building plants in the FRG use extra-hard cutting
tools to worls superhard steel, also under Sovietl iicence.
The Soviet technolog} of ev aporatlw cooling of blast fur-
naces is used in the FRG and ten other countries.

In short, there is ne dearth of evidence as to the oppor-
tunities available to the West to purchase Soviet plant and
equipment and technology.

Why, then, are these possibilities not used more fully?
Why is the world's second industrial power, accounting for
a filth o world industrial output, still but poorly represen-
ted in the Western technological markets?

There are, ot course, siich objeclive considerations as
the abundance of these goods on The market, tou;gh compe-
tition, and lovalty to traditional >upplxer‘, he Soviet
Union often not being one of them.

Even so, it is worth noting that while rurmmg down the
quality of Soviet machines and other goods and declaring
them uncompetitive, the West puts up additional barriers
of a discriminatory nature. That is clearly at odds with
plain logic. Who can make a capitalist company buy an ar-
ticle it does not want to buyv? Nobody. Why, then, impose
an embargo on {he export to Britain of i Soviet colour tele-
vision sets and introduce import quotas for Soviet transis-
tor radios and radiograms? Why levy extra duly on Soviet
exports to the United States?

Naturally, such measures hinder the export of Soviet
manufactured goods to industrialized capitalist countries
and at the same time reduce reciprocal purchases of Western
machinery and equipment by the Soviet Union. What the
Soviet Union is unable to sell to the West because of these
discriminatory practices it successiully utilizes at home.

ut meanwhile Western exporting companies are the losers
through missing out on Soviet orders.

This seems to us to be a nonsensical situation. Why
should anvone create difficulties and suffer losses when there
could be profit {for all concerned?
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Why does the Soviet Union conduct its foreign
trade mainly with major Western companies,
ignoring the small ones?

High quality and competilive prices are important con-
siderations in securing Soviet crders. Whoever offers the
best goods and terms, will be favoured accordingly. Neither
the size nor the nationality of the company are of decisive
significance {o us.

Nevertheless, allcgations are spread in the West that
our country prefers {o deal only with the biggest corpora-
tions. Major Soviet projects are cited in which Western
companies have participated or are participating—the
construction of the molor works at Togliatti and Naberezh-
nye Chelny, pipelines, some mineral fertilizer plants, and
SO on.

Indeed, in scme instances not everv company is able to
meet our requirements. Hence the choice ol major partners
such as FIAT. However, many smaller companies have
taken part or are taking part in these projects as much as
il is within their capacity to do so. In soime instances they
even play the most prominent part.

How did the Soviet Union accumulate a trade balance
deficit in its economic relations with the West?

1In 1975, the deficit in trade with the West amounted {o
3,600 million roubles. It was partly due to large Soviet
grain purchases resulting from the severe drought we ex-
perienced and consequent crop failure.

In 1976, however, this deficit was alrcady considerably
reduced. We might point out by way of comparison that in
1974 the USA had an adverse balance of trade with a deficit
of 9,900 million dollars, and Japan had a deficit of 6,500
million dollars.

It should also be recalled that in recent years Western
countries have granted the Soviet Union large credits to
promote their own exports and to secure future supplies
of goods they require. This is the whole essence of the credit
arrangements, especially with respect to long-term large-
scale compensation deals. It is worth noting that with re-
gard to the main creditors {France, Britain, Italy, Japan
and Canada), theSoviet trade balance deficit is considerably
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smailer than the credits themselves and cannol therefore
be considered  “stogy '1 ing”, “unexpected” or Cinspiring
misgivings”, 1o quot

at

e the Western news media,
Any consider

“

ion m' a country's trade balance must na-
ation to the gencral coonomic context
Otherwise, 1975, the Towest point for the Westin il great
slumip in p“omu don, evcompanicd by high inflatien and
unemplw uld beosaid to have beon a most favour-
able vear. For wiils the West had an ageregate deficit of
27.000 miliion dol in 974, it finivhed 1975 with a sur-
plus of €700 miliion \.\,‘]Lrs

The mndustriatize i 'ﬂ ries partlyv smeothed awav their
difficulties b\ catling l ack on fmports to protect their own
preduction when den srand el Thad s, hu_, sotight to make
others carry the main burden ol the s‘mmp.

The Soviet cconemy, being crisis-iree and slump-free,
is not jerced to cut back on tmports, It need not be efraid
of any market glut or Uie appearance of “surplus” produc-
tion capacitics,

Credits granted 1o the Soviet Union s
e\pon\ *o {his country, ar orel Penclit this side Of
the frade betwoeen the USSR ar st As for a2 coantry”
trade deficit, this of course can be elin "1 ated on‘x i t\\o
wayvs, either b\ curlailing impoerts or i)i. .

In the firs! nalf of l(u() ’he United & 2 Sovi-
et Union goods worth 1,210 million YOLublk‘_, W h, 0 t> pur-
chases were just under 89 million roubles. Belgium bought
twice as much ircn us and Britain about five times as mueh.
The cause of this obviously abnormal Ciu c of afisirs is
not thai the Soviet Union has nothing o sell, but that dis-
criminatory restrictions are imposed cn selocted imports
from the USSK.

The further development of mutually advantageous co-
operation in trade belween the Soviet Unien and the USA
largely depends on how g "‘H}' and ccmpietely the arti-
ﬁcxa] barriers obstruc 1ing the aocess of Soviet goods {o the
markets of indusiriaiized capiialist countries are removed.

turally be in rﬁi

timulate W ’CFtern

What interests does the Soviet Union pursue
in granting credit?

Unlike the capitalist countries. in which free capital
and idle production capacity are to be found, the planned
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nature of the Soviet cconomy excludes the presence of
surplus resources and, consequently, the need lo export
them,

Al available weans are necded by our country for the
dynamic development of the national economy (in the
J971-75 period, the average annual growlh of industrial
production was 7.4 per cent, as against 9.3 per cent in the
United States) and the im p‘cn\cmatior of a social develop-
ment prmrmw ie of unprecedenied scope.

Why, then, does the Soviet Union g /mnt long-term cre-
dits to developing countries?

Ts it out of commercial interest? No, it is not p"oﬁ able
in this sense. We grant credits for 8-12 vears (sometimes for
fonger terms} at an interest rate which is half the rate charged
in similar circumslances in the international financial
market. Money invested in the Soviel economy yvields a
higher profit. Putting it another wav, we grant the devel-
oping (ountrles cred ts at an interest rate that is only hali
what the Soviet Union has to pay the capitalist counlries.

Is it a means of obtaining hard currency? Hardly. We do
not insist that developing couittries repay credifs in con
vertible currency—we accept their traditional exports and
a proportion of the output produced at the factories built
with Soviel assistance in p"\mfllt

What are the pqlmms strings? There are none, {or this
would run counter to the principles of socialist foreign
policy. Does the Soviet Union have st nplm goods which 1t
would be convenient to sell in the form of aid? We do not
have this problem. To illustrate, at the 25th CPSU Congress,
the Minister of Power Engineering and Electrification,
Pyotr Neporozhny, said that for sonie years past the den and
for eledmul and fuct energy had been growing fasier than
power generating capacity. Although lhe USSR helds
first p]nu in the world for oil and coal production and pro-
diices more eleclricily than Britain, the FRG and France
put together, it still has no capacity 1o spare, nor can it
have any.

olwithstanding this fact, the Soviet Union is helping
Ie\uoomo countries L) consiruct power stations with an
aggr egate capacity of 11.6 million kilowatts. In other
words, lurbines are being installed in power slations in
Asia, Africa and Latin America that could very well be
used at home. The same can be said also about other bran-
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ches of production in the develeping countries as it is {o
this area of the economy that nine-tenths of Soviet credits
goes.

I"inally, is it that the Soviet Union wishes to secure a
foothold in the economies of developing countries ir order
to profit later en? The Soviet Union neither owns nor con-
trols a single project built abroad with its assistance, ner
does it seek such control. They are all owned solely and
entirely by the country concerned. Moreover, Soviet specml
ists, in line with Soviet policy, train exnerts fron among
the local population as quickly as possible so that 1116\
should be able to run the projects on their own.

What, then, does the Soviet Union grant credits for?

First of all we can dismiss any suggeestion of charity,
The Chairman of the Revolutionary Council of Algeria,
Houari Boumiedienne, was quite right wien he said some
vears ago ihat there was no charily in international rela-
tions today and all taik of it was insultirg to those alleged-
ly subjected 1o it.

The reason why the Soviet Union grants the developing
counlries credits and renders thewm other assistance s
that objectively their interests agree with our interesis and
with our idea of internationalist dutv. The policy pursued
by the Soviet Union ~tems from ils beliel that ihe task of
consolidating peave, strengthening  the anti-imperialist
forces and establishing a just order in international ¢ceno-
mic relations cannet be accomplished without the partici-
pation of the develeping countries and without their having
achieved economic independence.

Are mutual interests observed in the irade
between socialist countries?

Within the framework of the Council ior Mutual Econo-
mic Assistance (CMEA), not a single decision concerning a
meimber country can be passed without its consent. Only
national interest deteriiines the Lconomic association and
conlinuing expansion of co- openmm of the CMEA mem-
bers. Such co-operation involves co-ordination of their na-
tional cconomic plans, specialization and co-operation in
production, development of reciprocal trade, and so on.

At present the CMEA countries are mmlementmg their
Comprehensive Progromme jor Socialist Economic Integra-
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tion. The mechanism of co-operation is set so as o rule out
the possibility of non-equivalent exchange, or gain for one
country at the expense of another or others, and 10 help to
equalize the level of their economic development. Among
other things, prices in the frade belween CMEA countries
are fixed by common consent ol the interested parties and,
il adjustments arc necessary, these are agreed in exactly
the same wav.

Socialist market prices differ from current world market
prices. First of all, they are lower (for example, the price
of Soviet oil); secondly, they are not subject to sudden fiuc-
tuation. Theyv are based on the average prices obtaining on
the main world commodity markets over a five-vear period.
They remain stable over a stipulated period, no matter
what happens on the capitalist world market.

We have answered 100 questions about the Soviet Union
in the hope that this is only the beginning of our dialogue
with our reader. The subject is inexhaustible indeed. We
shall answer further questions from you in subsequent
editions.

Address vour letters to:

Novosti Press Agency Publishing House
“Questions and Answers”

13/5 Podkolokolny pereulok,

Moscow 109028,

USSR
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{JSSR
100 Questions and Answers

Dear Reac'cr,

Please fill cul the following questionnaire and send it to:
Novosti Press Agency Publishing licuse
13/6 Podkolokolny Pereulok,
106028 Moscow, USSR

1. What is your opinion of the subject maller of this publica-
tion?

2. ... ils language and style?

3. ... ils design and gencral appearance?

4, How long have vou heen familiar with Novosti publications?
Which of then interested you mwost?

5. Where did you oblain {his publication?



6. What would you like to know about life in the Soviet Union?

Your occupation Age Sex
Couniry of resiuenve

Name (optional)

Address {optional)

Should vou prefer to give your comments in a separate letter
please menticn the exact title of the publication you are writing
about,

Thank you for vour kind co-operation
Novoestl Publishers
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