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CALL

It's time for a Communist Party Ideological Conference.
A mighty battle of ideas confronts us at the beginning
of the 21st Century. The mammoth challenge to defeat

and replace a dying and rotting system of capitalism must
be met. We have every confidence that it will be the "mil­
lennium of socialism." The Communist Party and the
Young Communist League have an awesome responsibil­
ity ahead to lead the working class in this transformation.
Come join us in debating and discussing the theory and
ideas we'll need to get the job done.

Great global changes ... Growing capitalist econom­
ic crisis ... Rapidly shifting thought patterns ... Rising

A mighty battle of
mass struggles. With the
speed of technology and the
impact of a U.S . cruise mis-

ideas confronts us sile, there is a sharpening
class struggle for hearts and

at the beginning of niinds. Working-class and
Communist ideology are

the 21st Century. developing to challenge the
'•bankruptcy of capitalist

thinking. New imperialist threats of globalization, war,
nationalism, racism and corporate domination are
being confronted by a rising tide of working-class left,
socialist and Communist thinking.

Marxism-Leninism is the ideological compass of
Communist and working-class movements. It is cre­
ative science; a guide to what is new and developing.
The Communist Party and the Young Communist
League constantly strive to develop and refresh our sci­
ence to meet the demands of a rapidly changing world.

Do our strategy and tactics meet these new times?
Are labor and the people's movements ready for a shift
to the offense? We are helping to lead many struggles.
Can the working class and people win some? What is
the fascist danger at this moment?

We are building a mass, revolutionary Communist
Party. Are our mass Party building activities in time
with the new developments in labor and the people's
movements? The People's Weekly World and Political
Affairs are the two finest ideological weapons of the
working class. Are they used enough? Are they mass
enough? Are we giving our thousands of new members
what they need to become active Communists?

What are the new challenges of war and peace?
How have U.S. and world imperialism changed? How
do we sharpen our role in ending the war in Yugoslavia
and abolishing NATO? We are centered on the multi­
national, multiracial working class in the basic mass
production industries. How can we strengthen indus­
trial concentration? A core idea for us is working-class
unity. How do we strengthen the natural role of indus

continued on page 23
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By Vic Perlo

lan Abelson's weekly col­
umn in Barron's Magazine of
March 29th was headed:
"Gunboat Rally." It begins:
"As it demonstrated so res­

olutely last week, Wall Street is nothing if not
patriotic. Hardly had the rain of missiles and
bombs begun to fall on Kosovo than the
stock market struck the columns with a blaz­
ing rally/'Abelson reviews past wars, each
one stimulating a huge rally in the stock

Victor Perlo is a contributor to PA.
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market: World War II, the
Korean War, the Vietnam
War - until the United
States began to lose.
Abelson continues:

"An exception was the
Gulf War early in this
decade, when blue chips
suffered a loss of 3.2 per­
cent."

But that war was not
really an exception. There
had been some bombing of
Iraq late in 1990 when a
cyclical crisis was still
unfolding. But in January
1991, when the all-out U.S.
assault, "Desert Storm,"
began, the market took off,
leaping up 50 percent in
two months. It has not
stopped since, except for
temporary minor interrup­
tions.

At this writing Clinton
is stepping up the bombing
and starting border incur­
sions in preparation for a
ground invasion that could
result in a major war, con­
ceivably on the scale of
Vietnam. To what extent
the U.S. will have the sup­
port of its NATO allies -

aside from its British
"laborite" toadies and
Germany - remains to be
seen. The spreading mass
protests against the aggres­
sion could possibly cause
Washington to back off,
although that seems
unlikely. The propaganda
used to justify the action is
similar to the canard used
against Vietnam, e.g., the
discredited Tonkin Gulf
"incident." The United
States has accelerated its
military aggressions,
emboldened by the lack of
opposition from its former
formidable superpower
opponent, the Soviet
Union, and disdain for the
weak protests of the chaot­
ic bankrupt Russia.

CAPITAL EXPORTS 
Monopoly capital is the
ultimate driving force
behind U.S. aggression.
Lenin's stated characteris­
tic of imperialism: "The
export of capital ... has
become extremely impor­
tant, as distinguished from
the export of commodities"

MAY 1999 3



- has been markedly more decisive in
the case of American imperialism.

During the past decade the bal­
ance of trade has become increasingly
negative. That is, imports of com­
modities exceed exports, with a seri­
ous impact on employment in manu­
facturing and other commodity-pro-
ducing-and-transporting industries.

However, in the export of capital
and the profits therefrom, the oppo­
site trend is apparent. The export of
capital multiplied nearly five times
between the 1980s and the 1990s,
while import of capital fell short of
doubling. The export of direct capital
in the 1980s was half the import of
direct capital; during the 1990s export
of direct investments was 1.4 times
larger than imports.

More striking was the huge
excess of profits received by U.S. cor­
porations from their foreign invest­
ments over profits of foreign compa­
nies in the U.S.: 4.6 times greater in
the 1980s and 1.6 times greater in the
1990s, when Europe and Japan were
afflicted by long depressions, fol­
lowed by the financial crisis that
erupted in 1997 while the U.S. econo­
my boomed.

VITAL CORPORATE INTERESTS □ The
extension of U.S. military presence
abroad, notably its aggression against
Iraq and against Yugoslavia (in
Bosnia and Kosovo), strengthened
the support for American corpora­
tions expanding their positions over­
seas. And the foreign expansion of
U.S. companies, in turn, fosters more
and more military spending and for­
eign incursions to protect the
American companies from possible
popular uprisings. These private
profits and plunder are dubbed "a
vital national interest," justifying U.S.
aggression.

Clinton rationalized his aerial
blitz against Yugoslavia by stating
that the control of this European
country is in our "vital national inter­
est," that it is in the "soft underbelly
of Europe," requiring U.S. defensive
action and the expansion of NATO's
sphere of operation.

The importance of Europe is
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explained in part
by its dominant
position in U.S. for­
eign investments:
Europe, 50 percent;
Latin America, 20
percent; Asia,
Africa, Australia,
15 percent;
Canada, 10 per­
cent; miscellaneous
and unspecified, 5
percent.

In essence, U.S.
taxpayers are
underwriting the
death and destruc­
tion by American
forces to protect

Ever
wonder
why
Britain
supports
U.S. war
moves?

A
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John Browne, BP Amoco Corp, chief executive, stands in front of a map of the United States
showing marketing plan at a news conference in London.

U.S. corporations
abroad. This, in
turn, diminishes U.S. manufacturing
at home and causes the unemploy­
ment of hundreds of thousands of

States in "high-tech" computerization
and communication facilities.

American workers.
Obviously the multiplication of

direct capital investment abroad has
substantially raised the power of U.S.
monopoly capital. The following fac­
tors made possible and stimulated
this major development:

o The successful betrayal of the
USSR by Gorbachev, Yeltsin and Co.;
the consequent downfall of the Soviet
Union along with the capitalist
counter-revolution there and in the
East European allies of the USSR.
This catastrophe eliminated the deci­
sive anti-imperialist global force,
making U.S. corporations confident
that their investments would not be
seized by revolutions.

• Acceleration of U.S. military
aggression, continuous since the
attacks on Iraq in 1991, strengthening
the security for operations of U.S.
companies.

o The U.S. economic recovery
and boom, in contrast to cyclical
crises and depressions in Japan and
most European countries. The world
financial crises erupting in 1997 creat­
ed new opportunities for U.S. corpo­
rations to buy up depressed proper­
ties on the cheap.

• The growing importance and
monopoly position of the United

DOMESTIC IMPACT □ U.S. global
expansion abroad has significant con­
sequences for U.S. workers. On the
one hand, the primacy of U.S. corpo­
rations results in lower prices of some
imported goods.

On the other hand, the accompa­
nying reactionary political climate
results in a real intensification of
racism and discrimination against
Blacks, Native Americans and
Hispanics, especially immigrants. A
large section of the working class is
doomed to work in low-wage occu­
pations - with stagnant or sub-mini-
mum wages.

Also, the growth of American
corporations abroad accelerates the
export of jobs from the United States
to African, Asian and Latin American
countries, where wages are a pittance,
reducing U.S. employment measur­
ably in important manufacturing
industries.

The growing importance of high
tech necessitates advanced education.
But frugal government budgeting
and soaring coasts of educationa
institutions make it impossible for a
large share of working-class yout
obtain the needed skills.

These factors, combined, re^Uec0_
an increase in the political an
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“The rate of surplus value has soared: U.S. corporations
receive 44 percent of the profits of all corporations. The
value of stocks on American exchanges amounts to 50 per­
cent of the value of all stocks on all exchanges globally.”

Corporate Thieves

a- Dunlan Biondi

From left, Al Dunlap, former CEO of Sunbeam, Frank Biondi, former CEO of Universal Studios, Steve
Case, CEO of America Online, Bill Gates, chairman of Microsoft.

of the day, often international in
scope, involving corporations in
two or more countries. The most
publicized international mergers
have been the takeover of
American companies by foreign
giants - e.g., Daimler-Chrysler
and British Petroleum (BP)-
Amoco. The takeover of a major
Wall Street firm, Bankers Trust,
by Deutsche Bank is pending.
Last year, and so far this year,
more European capital has come
into the United States than
American capital to Europe -
because the U.S. economy has
been booming, making for prof­
itable investments while the
European economies were rela­
tively stagnant.

At the end of 1997, U.S. direct
investments in Europe, at $421
billion, were virtually equal to
European direct investments in
the United States, $425 billion.

nomic division. Bob Herbert writes:

Scenes of poverty-stricken
Americans standing in bread lines are
standard in documentaries about the
Depression, which ended more than
half a century ago. What is not general­
ly acknowledged ... is that there are
bread lines all over the United States
right now. (Second Harvest, a charita­
ble organization] A comprehensive sur­
vey showed that over the course of a
year more than 21 million people
sought emergency food assistance
through the Second Harvest network.

And that is only one organiza­
tion! Of course, there are unknown
numbers of other destitute people
who were forced to seek food from
other charities in order to avert star­
vation. Doug O'Brien, a Second
Harvest official, observed:

"We have a hunger problem. And
other Western industrialized nations
do not have a hunger problem. And
that is just not acceptable when we
have such abundance." (New York
Times, 4/11/99)

The other industrialized capitalist
countries are politically and militarily
dependent on the United States, and 

most of them are host (not always
willingly) to U.S. bases and attendant
personnel. But they have retained ele­
mentary social reforms, thanks to the
power of their workers' organiza­
tions. And although the American
working class has also won signifi­
cant social reforms since the 1930s,
the advances have never been equal
to those of the European capitalist
countries.

And now, as the U.S. power elite
are no longer held back by the exam­
ple of Soviet socialism, as they arro­
gantly flaunt their military might
against the world, at home they are
discarding all restraint against the
American workers.

All of these factors greatly
increase the profits of U.S. corpora­
tions, at the expense of more punish­
ing exploitation of the workforce. The
rate of surplus value has soared: U.S.
corporations receive 44 percent of the
profits of all corporations. The value
of stocks on American exchanges
amounts to 50 percent of the value of
all stocks on all exchanges globally.

MONOPOLY n The process of concen­
tration of capital has accelerated.
Takeovers and mergers are the order 

However, U.S. corporate profits on
investments in Europe, at $48 billion
in 1997, exceeded by more than 50
percent the reverse flow of profits,
$31 billion. Thanks to its military
presence in European countries, U.S.
transnationals are in a stronger posi­
tion to deal with European govern­
ment regulations, and hence in col­
lecting profits.

Within the United States, only the
largest corporations endure. Others
hang on without prospect or are
taken over. This is crudely reflected in
the movement on the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE). During the first 14
weeks of 1999, the Standard and
Poor's index of the prices of stocks of
100 large companies went up 10 per­
cent, but the number of daily declines
on the NYSE exceeded the number of
gains by about 8,000. And those listed
on the NYSE have to be sizable; small
retailers and restaurant owners, who
change ownership and go out of busi­
ness with great frequency, are not
even in this picture.

The growth of the U.S. economy,
its global economic leadership, is
partly based on the U.S. primacy in
the major technological advances that
are changing the way the world func­
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tions.
The spread of computerization

affects all processes, all aspects of life.
The largest computer company,
Microsoft, has ’the greatest market
value of any corporation. Its monop­
oly position in a key sector of the
industry, software, is being chal­
lenged (vainly) by the U.S.
Department of Justice. Its largest
stockholder, William Gates, is the 

systems, such as telephone and postal
service, which have some degree of
public control, are being downgraded
by the wholly unregulated Internet
servers. The revenue these companies
receive for their service is inconsider­
able, but their stock prices have sky­
rocketed out of sight. The largest
Internet company, America On-line,
reports a trifling profit, but its market
value on the stock market exceeds 

richest man in the world.
In this and other crucial areas, the

United States attracts the top minds
and hands from all parts of the world,
lured by high salaries and escape
from weak economies that cannot
support major academic and research
opportunities.

More dramatic has been the
explosive growth of the Internet as a
means of communication. Traditional

Below: ATT chair Armstrong addresses
Internet conference. Microsoft recently
announced $5 billion investment in ATT deep­
ening alliance of corporate giants.

that of IBM, one of the half-dozen
giants among U.S. corporations.

Internet companies are estab­
lished by those - often young
investors - able to raise the capital to
set up an entry, "portal," to access the
various aspects of electronic commu­
nication. They have not needed to
report profits, and incalculable num­
bers of investors are speculating in
shares of these companies, sending
their stock prices up still further.

There is a trend towards displace­
ment of postal mail as more and more
companies and organizations provide
e-mail addresses. In some cases only
an e-mail address is provided, which
is a severe handicap for the large sec­
tion of Americans unable to afford
the computers and other necessary
equipment.

Another significant high-tech
trend is the replacement of telephone
operators by computerized recorded
answers, making it difficult, time­
consuming and frustrating to obtain
any information other than answers
to pre-programmed questions. (Even
the telephone company is guilty of
this.) And of course this practice has
led to the layoff of many thousands
of workers - with a corresponding
rise in corporate profits.

On the one hand, the electronic
advances are an important source of
the financial profits that are pro­
pelling the economic boom in the
United States. On the other hand,
the developments have created a
financial "bubble" of unprecedent­
ed size, with the potential of burst­
ing into a severe financial and eco­
nomic crisis. This could happen
before resolution of the crisis now
sweeping the less developed, neo­
colonial areas of the world, with 

the multi-billion majority of the
world's population as its victims. But
it would be reckless to predict timing
of that calamity.

MILITARY HIGH-TECH □ An essential
element in the thrust of U.S. imperial­
ism to achieve world domination is
its investment of many billions for the
creation of:

o New weapons, including
advanced nuclear warheads, and
means of delivery;

o Intelligence systems to provide
U.S. military, diplomatic and police
forces with the ability to scrutinize
private lives everywhere;

o Means for intrusion by the U.S.
government and military into the
most classified data of other coun­
tries, going far beyond traditional
means of espionage.

As tills is written, U.S. technical
capability is being used to identify,
select and destroy specific features of
the Yugoslav economy - and territory.

The use of advanced military
technology against such countries as
Iraq and Yugoslavia is analogous to
the use of rifles against the bows and
arrows of the Native American peo­
ples - the resulting genocide that
remains a shameful blot on our histo­
ry. Then there was the use of atom
bombs against Japan, and the U.S.
threat to use nuclear weapons
again, which raises the specter of terri­
fying devastation - even the potential
annihilation of all life, which the
Pentagon refuses to consider.

For 45 years Washington's expan­
sionist goals were stymied by the
power of the Soviet Union, by the
USSR's veto in the United Nations,
and by its ability to retaliate to a
nuclear attack. Now, even with the
collapse of socialism and the dismem­
berment of the country, Russia has
retained that capability - tire only
other country that has. It is obvious,
therefore, that the prime objective of
Washington is to pressure Russia into
destroying its nuclear weapons -
given the political and economic
weakness of the counterrevolution­
ary government there. America's suc­
cess in this endeavor would be a ter-
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rible threat to all the world's peoples.
President Clinton is deeply

involved in this campaign. The
Senate approved a bill to build "as
soon as technologically possible" a
"Star Wars" system to catch incoming
missiles before they land, and the
Defense Department already budget­
ed $10.5 billion for a less ambitious
version than originally conceived.
Clinton threatened to veto it unless it
included two amendments. One
states "that any system be consistent
with policies to reduce Russia's
nuclear stockpile." (NY Times,
3/18/99) This, if anything, exempli­
fies Clinton's personal involvement
in the nefarious agenda of U.S. impe­
rialism.

CRISIS OF OVERPRODUCTION O
Economic data indicate an accumula­
tion of excesses such as would pre­
cede a crisis decline in economic
activity:

o Over a 12-month period ending
February 1999, production of durable
goods rose 5.4 percent, but capacity
went up 8.2 percent, an excess in rela­
tion to likely increases in durable
goods production. Latest figures
show a rise in the number of business
failures and a decline in the number
of new businesses established.

o There was a gain of 12.5 percent
in the number of autos (cars and
"light trucks") sold in the first quarter
of 1999, and the largest increases were
in the more expensive models. Since
workers' payroll income went up
only 2.2 percent, these purchases
were made possible mainly by a vast
rise in consumer borrowing. In fact,
consumer installment debt rose 6.5
percent, and bank records show sig­
nificant increases in write-offs for
uncollectible consumer debts. And it
is quite possible that other forms of
consumer debt escalated even more
rapidly than installment debt.

There has been a major rise in the
sale, construction and reconstruction
of residential housing, including an
upsurge in luxury housing, with a
corresponding rise in mortgage debt.
But housing construction has gone
beyond relevant purchasing power 

and new housing starts and, even
more, permits for future starts have
started downward. Housing, like
autos, is an important precursor of
major cyclical moves.

Excessive borrowing by con­
sumers is more than matched by cor­
porate borrowing, which went up by
more than 10 percent in 1998, reach­
ing $343 billion. But corporate equity
dropped by $178 billion. As a result,
corporate bond defaults are rising,
reaching $36 billion in 1998, com­
pared with $16 billion in 1994.

These factors increase the danger
that the United States will be drawn
into the world capitalist financial cri­
sis, which has not yet been resolved.
It is still deepening in the ruined
Russian economy, in some South
American and African countries, and
in Japan. It may have eased into a
depression in Southeast Asia, where
it began. Western Europe, while
escaping crisis so far, has moderately
depressed economic activity. U.S.
capitalism, which did so much to
cause the global crisis, has so far
escaped its impact, and has actually
profited from it - at the expense of the
hundreds of millions of working peo­
ple around the world thrust into
deepest poverty and even starvation.

CORPORATE SALARIES □ But the
CEOs have it made. Business Week has
just published its annual survey of
executive pay. (4/19) In 1988 the
highest paid executive received $40.1
million. Not peanuts, but in 1999 the
highest paid executive received
$575.6 million, an increase of 14 times
or 1,300 percent. It so happens that it
was the same recipient: Michael
Eisner, CEO of Walt Disney
Corporation. Although he was not in
first place every year: in the interim
period various executives were at the
top, and the scale rose steadily above
Eisner's 1988 take.

The average pay of CEOs rose 36
percent in 1988, to $10.6 million. Over
the years, these average have risen, as
have the paychecks of the other high-
paid top bureaucrats.

In 1988, according to Business 2
Week, the average worker's pay was 5-
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$16,745; in 1998
it was $22,976,
an increase of
37.2 percent -
not really com­
parable to 1,300
percent!!! And
the consumer
price index
(CPI) went up
37.8 percent,
officially,
although of
course, the actu­
al cost of living
rose much more
than the Labor
Department's
CPI.

Over the
past 20 years,
the pay to top
executives mul­
tiplied 276
times! This is
absorbing more

and more of the surplus value
extracted from the working class; by
some estimates, more than one-fifth
of the total. Taken together with the
merger activity, this trend signifies a
growing concentration of economic
power in the hands of a small coterie
of billionaires and other "insiders."

For the present, the negative fac­
tors are more than countered by the
stimulus provided by the U.S. war
against Yugoslavia. That action is
consuming vast quantities of materi-

. als, ammunition, bombs and mis­
siles. And aircraft.

Wall Street support - approval of
the main sections of the ruling class -
has reinforced the bull market, creat­
ing paper profits and capital gains,
which are used by the recipients to
finance purchases. The speculative
bubble in the stock market is unusu­
ally pronounced and the potential
for a major decline is evident.

However, for the present, this
upswing is stimulating all kinds of
economic activity. The vast amounts

o of material being used ensure that
i there will be demands for higher and
% higher additions in military spend­

ing, over and
beyond the
$110 billion rise
already in the
president's
budget. In fact,
at this time, in
late April, the
administration
has asked
Congress for
an additional
$6 billion this
year for the
war. And, as
usual, deter­
mined to
appear more
belligerent
than the
Democrats, the
Republicans
want to double
that amount.

With
t h e

in A 3 ioanno

improved weather, NATO warplanes
flew as many as 439 sorties Tuesday,
and ... a variety of options is under
consideration of how to expand and
intensify the air campaign, including
the deployment of vastly increased
assets... Air operations are running
day and night. (Wall Street Journal, 4/8)

The United States has aban­
doned pretense of avoiding civilian
targets. The center of Pristina, the
capital of Kosovo province was
destroyed, as were all the Danube
River bridges to/from Yugoslavia,
ruining the normal transport
between Western Europe and
Eastern Europe/Asia. This actually
has minor effect on Yugoslavia; the
main victims are its trading partners,
most notably Austria and Hungary.
For joining NATO, Hungary is thus
"rewarded" by this severe blow to its
trade.

If public opposition is not strong
enough to prevent it, and if the
Yugoslav government does not yield,
the projection is for intensification of
the war by escalation of bombing
and a land invasion, involving mobi­
lization of large U.S. and NATO
forces. The U.S. goal is the removal of
Yugoslavia's president and govern­
ment, and conversion of the country
into a neo-colony of U.S. imperialism
which would yield much to U.S. cor­
porations in plunder and in exploita­
tion of labor. Further, Washington
would gain an additional base in
Central Europe in its drive for con­
quest eastward.

This agenda would involve a
hefty increase in military spending,
as occurred during the Vietnam War.

It is the urgent task of peace
forces in our country and Europe,
especially, to raise sufficient opposi­
tion to prevent such an outcome. If
not, military spending and its sub­
sidiary effects would forestall a cycli­
cal crisis of overproduction, but at
the cost of greatly magnified long­
term economic and political damage
to Americans. 
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Ds globalization

a feature of a

new world

order, or is it

just the old

order grown

By Morris Zeitlin

ittsburgh, my home
town, is no longer the
smoky city it was. On
sunny days, white
clouds sail across its
clear blue sky and sub­
tle color changes mark

the seasons in cityscapes and parks.
The grand blast furnaces along its
river shores are now gone, their sites
turned to non-production uses. Gone
too are the downtown low-rise red­
brick workshops. Shining glass-wall
towers now line its streets. The Iron
City that made steel to build, tool and
move the country's vast economy
now works mainly on office floors,
colleges and in wards and labs of big
medical establishments.

That's one side of Pittsburgh's
story. There is another. The city lost
thousands of production jobs and

workers. Many
left to search 

for work in
other cities.
Others,

forced to
quit, took
low-pay
service

jobs. In

older?

Above: downtown Pittsburg. Below: TRW
Space & Electronics Group; Telecom Italia
Group; and Lockheed Martin Global
Telecommunications left to right, join hands to
signify their new Astrolink venture.

many worker's homes both parents
took cheap mean jobs to make ends
meet. In once-stable neighborhoods
blight spread, social ills and soup
kitchens appeared, along with home­
less shelters.

Pittsburgh was not alone. Many
industrial cities in the world's rich
countries suffered the same fate,
while cities in the world's poor coun­
tries, like Calcutta in India, have
become centers of industry and
endured quite different changes. In
Calcutta, travelers tell, the air is so
laden with smoke, soot and dust peo­
ple wear masks. Many cities in the
world's poor countries share
Calcutta's lot.

These are facts - related facts.
And they are signs of our time. What
do thev mean?

They mean one tiling for the rul­
ing class, quite another for the work­
ing class. Let's examine how and
why.

The establishment's pundits and
media have a new one-word excuse
for these distressing changes - "glob­
alization," meaning a new freedom
for capital to move production where
it can freely use the latest technology
and exploit labor most cheaply, and
freely sell on the most profitable mar­
kets. They strain to make us believe
that globalization will bring about a
new social order. One that vxt.11 inte­
grate all nations through extended
economic, political and cultural rela­
tions between cities all over the
world. That new social order, they
say, has begun developing in the late
20th century when world capital
began replacing national economies
with an integrated free global market.
Global capital began replacing
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The seers of a new world order
therefore ascribe to the world's great
cities a key role in their new world.
Being the locations of TNC headquar­
ters, hence the world's centers of eco­
nomic control, they must also become
the seats of global political authority.
Therefore, they theorize, the world's j
great cities will supplant the capitals t
of nation-states as centers of political
power. ____ 

nology advances, and concentrated
capital feeds global markets. Free
trade, world tourism, and cultural
exchanges open nations to each other
and, their theory goes, decrease the

national states with international
institutions of world government
such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the World Bank, the
General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT), and the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). In the future, national
states will govern only within their
borders much like local governments
do today. Economic globalization will
give rise to cultural global values and
identities to mold a global civil soci­
ety.

Globalization r
advocates trace I
the origins of I
globalization to I
the worldwide I
economic crisis I
of the 1970s. In I
that decade, they I
say, economic |
instability and
leaps in com­
munications
technology
drove the lead­
ing transna- .
tional corpora­
tions (TNCs) in I
the United I
States, Europe I
and Japan to
manipulate debt, investment, and
government policies to maximize
their profits at home and abroad. The 2
TNCs thus became the primary I
movers in globalization and forma- <
tion of a new global order.

V <1 areas.
\ ■' r l\v *' I For in the age of Slobal

y* |H . economic integration, cities,
I But to rather than states, are the world's

J change into world centers political links. The great cities are
of political power, the great cities s where profit opportunities arise, tech-
must discard their industrial heritage n.
and transform themselves in two <
basic ways. They must provide the
most advanced communication facili­
ties and office space to produce and

The globally roaming TNCs, their
advocates admit, are yet home-city
bound. Although able to quickly
deploy their capital worldwide, they
depend on their base-city's huge and
complex social and technical infra­
structures: the specialized skills of its
labor force, its physical facilities, and
many consulting firms specializing in
production, finance, engineering,
marketing, administration, manage­
ment, insurance, geography, trans­
portation, climatology, national cul­
tures, world politics, and every other
field of knowledge essential to deci­
sion-making in their global competi­
tion.

use the data essential to competitive
global production and trade, and
they must become attractive to a col­
lege-trained work force producing
and applying that data. That is, they
must offer a high quality of city life
for a sophisticated work force: good
housing, pleasant living environ­
ments, and good educational, health
care, social and recreational facilities.
They plainly hint to city politicians to
gentrify their working-class residen­
tial and industrial districts if they
want to attract TNC headquarters.
Moreover, the great cities must assert
their political right to rule themselves
and the suburbs of their metropolitan

role of nation-states.
Are finance-capital's globaliza­

tion advocates serious in pushing
cities and playing down the nation­
state? Not really. As we shall see
presently, they cannot be. They use it
as a political ploy to goad deregula­
tion and heighten the power of the
more tractable city governments to
better serve TNC needs. Alas for the
TNCs seers, their "new global order,"
theory has no basis in fact and global­
ization is not new. Marxist scientificanalysis of history Saw liba­

tion" 150 years ago. For pi0balization
d‘d "°! sp,o5nJ™"? the economic cri­
sis Of the 1970s and the breakthrough
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and conflicts.in communication technology in the
second half of this century. Its emer­
gence and growth have deep histori­
cal roots. It is an offspring of capital­
ist society bearing both its inventive­
ness and contradictions. Throughout
its history, capitalism changed the
methods it used to exploit labor, com­
pete to market produced goods and
services, amass capital and invest it to
exploit more, amass more, and invest
more - endlessly. It contrived the
most profitably useful ways to do this
within changed political, economic
and technological conditions. But its
essential characteristics and drives to
exploit, amass and invest capital
never changed.

Early in this century, Lenin recog­
nized, in the then-developing imperi­
alism of the industrially developing
nations, the roots of what is now
trumpeted as "globalization." He saw
then that:

Finance capital concentrated in a
few hands and exercising a virtual
monopoly exacts enormous and ever
increasing profits from the floating of
companies, issue of stocks, state loans,
etc., tightening the grip of financial oli­
garchies and levies tribute from the
whole of society for the benefit of
monopolies... (However) monopoly
which has grown out of free competi­
tion does not abolish the latter, but
exists over and alongside of it, and
thereby gives rise to a number of very
acute, intense antagonisms, frictions

Lenin then identified imperial­
ism's defining characteristics which
fit like a glove the "globalization of
our time. To wit:

o The export of capital, which has
become extremely important, as dis­
tinguished from the export of com­
modities.

o The formation of international
capitalist monopolies who share the
world among themselves.

And in conclusion:
"Imperialism is capital in the

stage of development in which the
dominance of monopolies and
finance capital has established itself;
in which the export of capital has
acquired pronounced importance...

"Globalization," then is not a
new social order but is capitalism's
old imperialism grown bigger and
stronger, enabled by a new versatile
technology and weakened political
opposition to expand geographically'
and exploit more human labor and
natural resources over most of the
globe. Indeed, as one Marxist put it:

Capitalism has always been a global
system. The world's political economy
is not more globalized than it was 100 or
150 years ago... Multinational manufac­
turing firms appeared in the middle of
the 19th century and were established
by the middle of the 20th century. •.

The would-be prophets of "glob­

alization" are as wrong in seeing the
nation-state in decline as they are in
their fancy that it heralds a new soci­
ety. The historical evidence and cur­
rent world politics belie that notion.
In fact, capitalism's nation-states, as
powerful as ever, try to control world
trade and the competitive conduct of
rival TNCs. Moreover, its national
corporations staunchly defend their
national economic bases and national
governments - their fortresses
against hostile competition. These
facts are basic to capitalist society,
"globalization" whims notwithstand­
ing.

Today's world, in fact, is a world
of nation-states where the "free-
trade" politics of the powerful impe­
rialist states smooth the way for their
TNCs' penetration into the economics
of the weaker states of the ex-colonial
countries to exploit their cheap labor,
resources and national wealth. And
that largely explains whv the
Pittsburghs of the world get clean
and "pretty," and the Calcuttas of the
world get smoky and soiled.

In sum, the notion that nation­
states are becoming obsolete in a
globally-governed social order is
equally as false as the notion of a new
TNC-sired, global order. Although
TNCs escape the political regulation
and taxation of their nation-states in
free global investment and trade, they
depend on them to promote and
secure their global investments. 
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Wh© the hell
are you call­
ing corrupt?

By Phil Benjamin HOW the filling daS$
uses the corruption charge to divide the
working class and confuse the people

i I he charge of "corruption" is
one of the most confusing
issues to confront rank-and-

“ file union members and
their allies. Though union members
question the actions of their own lead­
ership, complain about their negotiat­
ed labor contracts and make very criti­
cal off-hand remarks about their own
negotiators, they don't like those out­
side the local being critical and accus­
ing it of corruption.

Phil Benjamin is a member of the editorial board of PA.

Most union mem­
bers prefer to solve

their own problems inside
their own union "family."
When their problems are
gleefully trumpeted by the
print and electronic media,
they resent it and defend
their union. This takes
place whether the charges
come from right-wing
politicians, employers or
from within. The internal
problems of the labor
movement are highlight­
ed. The media search for
one worker who opposes
the union leadership and
that becomes the story.
Labor veterans under­
stand these pro-employer
slants. However, less expe­
rienced workers and their
families get trapped into
making statements later 

regretted.
Ever since workers

banded together to gain
better wages, and working
conditions and to exert
their influence in the pub­
lic arena, those opposed to
that goal have become
more aggressive. To em­
ployers and their support­
ers, the ends always justify
the means. What proves
effective often changes,
but the goal is the same -
destabilize and eliminate
the union. Employers
aggressively intimidated
and fired workers they
suspected were union
sympathizers and agita­
tors; when needed, they
used the courts to outlaw
unions as "conspiracies"
against employer interests.
U.S. history, not always
taught in our schools, is

12
POLITICAL AFFAIRS



replete with every form of anti-union
activity by employers and their asso­
ciations.

Today anti-union rhetoric per­
vades every form of daily life. Anti­
union talk has even become frequent
in routine comedy skits. Jokes mock­
ing gangsterism and the Teamsters
and about Jimmy Hoffas are every­
where. Construction union members
are depicted as backward, ugly peo­
ple; public workers as selfish and
misusing taxpayer money. Media
reports about a labor dispute or an
organizing drive are more often than
not biased to the employer's side.
Some politicians and reporters have
built careers on creating and harping
on a link between the nation's crimi­
nal element and the labor move­
ment.

In the 1920s, employers and their
organizations labeled all forms of
union activity an international exten­
sion of the Russian revolution. The
foreign threat was their credo, with
anti-Communism at the center. Tire
infamous Palmer Raids and the
Sacco and Vanzetti saga targeted
immigrants and labor unions. The
Depression and the successful strug­
gle for Social Security, unemploy­
ment insurance and, most impor­
tant, the Wagner Act, which made
unions legal, changed our country
forever. The current actions by the
ultra-right in Congress are turning
the clock back to those days of the
'20s and '30s.

The initial impact of the 1936
Wagner Act and World War II sus­
pended the most overt form of oppo­
sition. That changed after the war
and anti-union activity went into full
gear. Union activists had to distin­
guish between actual forms of cor­
ruption and attempts to label legiti­
mate labor activities as illicit. More
important was to distinguish
between questionable labor activities
that hurt union members and the
community from those that did no
harm but didn't advance the strug­
gle. Separating them is sometimes
unclear, and labor's enemies smear
them with the widest brush possible.

In a different context the same prin­
ciples employed in this ploy could be
seen during the Clinton impeach­
ment hearings when his actions were
put under the impeachable or non-
impeachable microscope and com­
pared to those of Richard Nixon and
Watergate.

While there is much room for
discussion it is undeniable that only
the labor movement can correct its
own problems. Only the union's
rank and file can change the
direction of its own local and
national union. Outside inter­
vention of governmental
authorities, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and other agen­
cies never serve the interests of
the working class. Discouraged
union members must realize
that such groups with long
union-busting histories will not
simply make a turnaround on
behalf of the union's members.

NYC PUBLIC WORKERS □ This
past January, CBS's Sixty
Minutes reported on the scandal
taking place in the 135,000-
member District Council 37
(D.C. 37) of the American Feder­
ation of State County, and
Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME). Millions of viewers saw
that a recent labor contract negotiat­
ed between DC 37 and the City of
New York and its Mayor Rudy
Giuliani was voted up by its mem­
bership. It reported that several
union locals embezzled thousands of
dollars, a local union leader threat­
ened an insurgent, a local union elec­
tion was stolen and reelections held.
Since the labor contract benefited
Wall Street and the Mayor, his smile
was particularly telling, since his
anti-union, anti-worker regime had
won one more round against its
labor unions. But DC 37 had agreed
to forego wage increases for two
years and accept small increases for
three years in return for an employ­
ment security promise (except for
DC 37's Local 420's 20,000 hospital
workers). This unnecessary and

wrong "compromise" was the
union's rationale for the contract
deal. Sixty Minutes viewers were not
told about that. This union's appar­
ent stuffing of the voting box to pass
this contract, as well as the election
frauds, are now before the local dis­
trict attorney and the national office
of AFSCME.

Some local union activists sought
internal-union relief;
others sought a fed­
eral and local govern­
ment investigation to
clean up their union.

Robert
Morgenthau, the fed­
eral investigator in
the N.Y. area, a man
not known for his
kindness to labor,
will be making deci­
sions on these cases.
AFSCME has placed
D.C. 37 under a
union-based trustee­
ship with an African-
American union sup­
porter in charge with
a number of trusted
affiliated unions
within D.C. 37.

The recent
national elections in

the 1.4 million member Teamsters
Union where accusations of cor­
ruption and union undemocracy
overshadowed most discussions of
workers wages, benefits and influ­
ence in the political arena have left
that union reeling and unable to ful­
fill its membership needs. The
national media enjoyed reporting
these elections and exposing all of
the union's warts.

In the 1980s "clean-up," a rank-
and-file grouping in the Teamsters
(Teamsters for a Democratic Union,
lead by the anti-Communist Trot­
skyite group, The International
Socialist Organization) called for the
government, including the FBI, to
throw out the corrupt elements. They
did not have faith that a rank-and-
file movement could accomplish that
end. TDU recognized the danger in 
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this strategy and called it a deal with
the devil, but moved ahead since
that strategy could put them into
union leadership positions. TDU's
goals are directed toward taking
over. The corruption charge often
spelled the difference in the elec­
tions. TDU, once entrenched, un­
abashedly used FBI reports to its
own narrow benefit.

Both the Teamsters and DC 37
are extremely important unions in |
their spheres of influence. The boss- £
es and their agents are aware. When <
union leadership bypasses (or disre­
gards) rank-and-file members and
local union organizational activity,
the door is left open to boss surro­
gates like the FBI. Then they can suc­
cessfully deter genuine union demo­
cratic activity that can lead to strong
labor contracts and effective political
action programs. The recent
Teamsters election results, acknowl­
edged weeks after the election
results were finalized, were still
greeted by the TDU with another
barrage of corruption charges and
appeals to the Feds for intervention.
Their loss at the ballot box left them
with just the FBI hole card. In DC 37,
most union activists, except for a
vocal minority, are working with the
new Trustees to help set the union
straight.

The problems in both DC 37 and
the Teamsters are more extreme.
Internal redress of grievances were
rebuffed by unresponsive and com­
plicit union leaders. For that reason,
some union leaders work to get
Communists out of office and politi­
cal influence.

Communists know that even in
the extreme cases of gangsterism,
the seeking and gaining of outside
interference will not restore genuine
local union members with a class­
struggle approach into the driver's
seat. Most labor activists know the
line between organized crime and
the FBI is rather thin, if not non-exis­
tent. Communists realize that only
the rank-and-file members will
understand the need to rid the union
of corruption. That is being borne

out today in labor unions across the
country. Rank and filers have no
interest in payoffs and kickbacks
from employers during labor con­
tract time or when organizing work­
ers into a union.

WHAT CORRUPTION MEANS 
"Corruption," "sell-out" and "class
collaboration" are terms used to
describe many current and past
activities in the labor movement
that could have the effect of deter­
ring the turnaround of labor.
Sometimes valid, they are usually
over-reactions not accurately
describing the situation.

Some union leaders have initi­
ated and developed corrupt prac­
tices such as cooperating with
employers in labor/management
committees and not relying on
aggressive rank-and-file action.
Yet, some sincere labor leaders
brought into labor-management
committees and negotiations see
the disastrous outcomes of these
arrangements and try to correct
them. They need our cooperation.

While the accusations of labor
corruption may come from legiti­
mate union members, they are pro­
moted by anti-union, anti-worker
print and mass-media sources. The
major dailies like The NY Times,
Washington Post and LA Times, along
with the five major TV networks
have exhibited their own forms anti­
union activity. They aggressively
oppose unions that represent work­
ers in their companies by seeking
cutbacks in wages and benefits. The

One symbol of labor's decay in
New York is that Plumbers Local 2,
famed for giving a start to George
Meany, the AFL-CIO president from
1955 to 1979 (he headed the AFL for
decades before) was disgraced in 1996

Washington Post took great delight in
busting their unions similar to the
recent lock-out of Disney's ABC
New York City local. Ingratiating
reporters often yield to their employ­
ers by promoting these accusations.
Common refrains use the term
"union bosses" for union leaders
and report that a strike will actually
hurt the workers. The corporate-lib­
eral media play a special role in the
anti-union offensive. Strikes protest­
ing capitalist activity get little atten­
tion.

Recently, the NY Times chroni­
cled the Teamsters and District
Council 37, AFSCME, difficulties in
a February 15 article by Steven
Greenhouse.

In reporting the corruption in
Local 2, Plumbers, steeped in busi­
ness unionism Greenhouse refers to
the history of this local in glowing
terms.

publish­
ers of the
liberal
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The
had

when its leaders pleaded guilty to
extorting nearly $1 million in bribes to
arrange sweetheart contracts.

.. -

It is hard to say which is more
corrupt, the legacy of class collabo­
rationist, pro-war George Meany,
the leadership of Local 2, or the NY
Times.

Another example of Teamster
corruption cited was of Local 282 in
New York. This local was placed
under trusteeship for about two
years and then returned to its mem­
bership. Greenhouse states that
prosecutors showed
that the Gotti
crime family
controlled
the local.
When the
local was
placed
into!
trustee­
ship, the
power of
the union
was great­
ly dimin­
ished.
union
organized most of
the cement -truck dri­
vers into one local to put maximum
pressure on the companies for better
wages and benefits. The NY Times
mimicked the company's contention
that this power simply amounts to
extorting money from employers.

The result was a detriment to
other construction locals, forcing the
Teamsters to cross picket lines of
other unions, contrary to its policy.
Removing the Local 282 trusteeship
has relieved that pressure on other
construction unions, to the chagrin
of the employers. The Teamsters
Union has a reputation of disregard­
ing secondary boycott laws that
make it almost impossible for
unions in related industries to sup­
port other trade unionists.

Naturally, Greenhouse did not
include a word about the corruption
among the construction companies 

and other employers.
There is a principled distinction

between class struggle and class col­
laboration. The issue has always
been "Which side are you on?"

Labor's goal is to aggressively
represent its members against the
employer and to seek greater power
for the union within the political
arena. That is the definition of the
term "class interests." Whenever
governmental non-union trustees
are sent in from the outside, their
interests are not the same as the
union's. Clergy and other mediators,
arbitrators and trustees often dis­

agree with labor's goals and
side with employers.

Almost universally they
support collaborative
labor-management
committees and rela­
tionships.

When union
leaders put the
interests of the
employer equal to
or above the inter­

ests of the union
]/ members, they are

guilty of class collabo­
ration. This is often very

subtle and not easy to iden­
tify and combat. This kind of

corruption often goes unheralded by
the press. Union leaders who cause
workers to have less benefits and
influence in the political arena are
often referred to as "labor states­
men" and are rewarded for putting
broader interests above the "special
interests" of union members. The
leader of DC 37, who falls into this
category, at the time was heralded
by media editorials as one who
understands the needs of New York.

Only when there is a grievous
situation such as the murder of
union activist Jock Yablonsky by
Tony Boyle of the United Mine
Workers does the media make
decent reporting efforts. But that
expose and support lasted only until
the reform union leadership won
demands from mine operators,
Black Lung Benefits from Congress, 

MS

i

and used militant rank-and-file
actions. That hero status was quick­
ly turned around and gangster-like
terms such as "strong-arm tactics"
appeared to describe aggressive
labor actions, even blaming the
downfall of the mining industry on
excessively large Black Lung
Benefits.

new DAY IN LABOR □ In the early
1990s, after decades of internal labor
struggles, progressives voted the
right-wing, class collaborationist,
and pro-war policies of Lane
Kirkland out of the AFL-CIO leader­
ship. Arguably the most important
activity in labor history in the 20th
century, its impact is still not fully
appreciated ITie new leadership
continues to bring an energy to the
labor movement at the same time
rank-and-file movements are
springing up all over the country.
The John Sweeney leadership con­
tinues its Congressional struggles to
save Social Security and Medicare
and launch counterattacks against
anti-union and anti-worker actions
by right-wing, conservative
Republican and Democratic Party
forces. Organizing became the high­
est priority on the AFL-CIO agenda.

In the new situation local unions
struggle to protect workers' rights
through enforcement of labor con­
tracts and are joining together to
bring more workers into the labor
movement. There has been the
mobilization of local activists and
supporters of pro-worker candi­
dates for public office. In the 1996
elections, these forces were credited
with the presidential victory of Bill
Clinton and also the successes of the
1998 Congressional elections, which
put fear into the hearts of the right­
wing ideologues and in part, are
behind their aggressive actions in
the impeachment hearings. In 1998,
20 percent of ail voters on election
day were from union households,
up from 14 percent in 1994, the last
mid-term elections. It also represents
an increase in union household vot­
ers to 16 million in 1998 from 10.1 
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million in 1994. As expected, union
voters heavily supported Democratic
candidates. The labor movement in
1998 registered 500,000 voters from
union households and sent 9.5 mil­
lion pieces of mail to union people.
They made over 5.5 million phone
calls and printed and mailed
brochures for distribution. In exit
polls, 75 percent of union voters said
they received this information. These
represented strong steps toward
moving the labor movement from a
collaborationist electoral policy to
independence.

The Sweeney-led AFL-CIO plays

an important initiating and/or sup­
porting role in each of these areas.

But all is not rosy in the ranks of
labor. The advances in the labor
movement have just started to reach
their full potential. It will take the
complete tapping of labor's own
resources to meet the next chal­
lenges. Without blueprints to guide
unions, business unionism activities
still creep into strategy discussions.
Unfortunately, the ideology of busi­
ness unionism still has some influ­
ence and inhibits the ability to orga­
nize. This must be fought.

Recent activity and the opposi­
tion to employers at the plant gates
and in the halls of government
demonstrate that class trade union-

o ism is the only way to go to get
° tangible and long-lasting results.
£ Smart labor leaders will heed this

"advice" from their members and
act accordingly.

THE TAFT-HARTLEY ACT □ The
roots of business unionism go back
over 100 years. It became markedly
significant at the beginning of the
20th century as the unions, such as
the International Workers of the
World (IWW) and others that
fought employers, straight up,
were seen as a threat to the coun­
try's corporate owners. These
unions were not looking for pay­
offs and side deals. In order to stop
those class-based labor activities,
the employers generated the
Palmer Raids and other assaults.

In many ways, the current peri­
od has identifying factors similar to
the 1920s and, the post-World War
II period. The post-1945 period
marked the end of a close, collabo­
rative working relationship
between the USA, the Soviet Union
and other western powers. They
combined to defeat fascism, but it
didn't take long for employers in
the U.S. and Europe to renege on
pledges of cooperation with the
Soviet Union and its allies and pro­
claim a Cold War. (It is now becom­
ing evident how U.S. capitalists
were supportive of Hitler's eco­

nomic policies with behind-the-
scenes aid from General Electric,
Ford and others.)

This period was marked by, for
example, the labeling of national
health legislation as socialized
medicine, and therefore "un-
American." The attack on orga­
nized labor targeted trade unionists
for removal in favor of employer­
friendly labor leaders who agreed
to the business unionist method.
This meant the targeting of mem­
bers of the Communist Party and its
political allies. The bosses' solution
was business unionism, which
meant cooperating with employers
to solve their plant-based problems
and staying out of political activity.
While sounding foolish today, back
then it was the guiding path for col­
laborationists. The bosses knew
that this would begin the isolation
of labor from its natural allies in the
community, especially nationally
oppressed minorities. The failure of
the Meany/Kirkland-led AFL-CIO
to support civil rights legislation in
1963 was countered by some affili­
ates helping to organize the historic
March on Washington. The lesson
then and now is that class unity
cannot be achieved without an
ongoing fight against racism. This
legacy lives on today.

It also meant isolating U.S.
labor from its international allies
around the world. Collaborationist
union leaders cooperated with
right-wing, anti-Communist
employers and phony unions and
ideologues to establish anti­
Communist labor movements in
Europe. The European Trade Union
Confederation (ETUC) and the
International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU) were a break
away from the left-wing, class­
struggle unions of the World
Federation of Trade Unions
([WFTU).

The recent biography of Jay
Lovestone, A Covert Life: Jay Love­
stone: Communist, Anti-Coniininiisl,
and Spymaster, by Ted Morgan con­
firms that the policies of rightist
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George Meany were CIA-directed as
asserted by Communists and other
progressive union leaders. In 1948,
the ruling class, by means of the
Taft-Hartley Act with its anti-Com-
munist provisions, wanted to
remove a dynamic labor movement
from leadership. It preferred one
that would not challenge corporate
power. Meany was a main advocate
of these backward policies of class
collaboration.

With new leaders of the United
Auto Workers (UAW), the Steel­
workers Union (USWA) and the
newly-established International
Union of Electrical Workers (IUE)
firmly into business unionism sup- f
porting anti-Communist repression,
principled union leaders did not <
have the kind of community support
to survive. Those who refused to
sign anti-Communist clauses were
not hailed as pro-democracy heroes
but traitors.

Labor in Europe did not suc­
cumb and led in establishing major
social and economic reforms still in
place. Influential unions continued
their class-struggle policies and
involvement in political action.
Labor had its own political party in
the UK, and in France the powerful
labor union, the CGT, was aligned
with the Communist Party. The
Lovestone-Meany conspiracy
totally failed in Europe, but their
power has eroded with the influ­
ence of U.S. imperialism in the
form of the CIA and AFL-CIO anti­
left actions.

The U.S. Chamber of Com­
merce, the National Association of
Manufacturers and their henchman
wanted no part of class-struggle
trade unionism.

For example, the left-led United
Electrical Workers Union (UE) had
about 800,000 members at the end of
WW II, mostly in General Electric
and Westinghouse. GE was the most
vicious anti-union company at that
time. After Taft-Hartley, the anti-
Communist IUE was set up by the
AFL-CIO with the full support of
GE. This sadly happened as a

"newly-born" anti-Communist
leader of the UE, James Carey, rode
the crest of the anti-Communist peri­
od, cooperating with federal officials
and corporate leaders to establish
the rival union that raided UE. The
struggle between the IUE and UE,
encouraged by GE and the federal
government, resulted in a dramatic
reduction in overall union member­

The aim of corporate America
was to eliminate the labor contract
and class-struggle trade unionism.
In the political arena, this would
leave government in the hands of
corporate lobbyists. The head of the
UAW in 1946, Walter Reuther,
exemplified the ascendancy of anti­
Communists into leadership to take
backward positions that affected 

ship in the powerful electrical indus­
try. UE went from a high of 800,000
to a combined (UE and IUE) total of 

the whole country. Ford Motor
Company had their man in Reuther,
the first to accept collective bargain-

about 450,000.
When Joe McCarthy and the

House Un-American Activities

ing for health care in lieu of nation­
al health legislation. We live with
that bit of corruption, today. His

Committee (HUAC) conducted right-wing forces combined with
hearings across the country, their
aim was at the heart of the labor 

employers and political leaders to
wrest UAW leadership from

movement. The
attack on the motion
picture progressives
known as the
Hollywood Ten by
HUAC targeted their
labor union, the
Screen Actors Guild
(SAG), headed by
Ronald Reagan.
Recently, SAG
attacked this past
legacy and recog­
nized the Hollywood
Ten heroes and others
such as the great
actor, John Randolph.

AP photo Communist and
progressive labor
leaders.

It was this
same Walter
Reuther who
changed his stripes
in the late 1960s by
opposing the
Vietnam War and
initiating the
struggle for
National Health
Insurance. But,
ironically, the dam­
age that he and his
ilk started in the
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McCarthy period was used to stop
his own new ambitions and political
programs.

COLD WAR POLITICS ■ A major
aspect of business unionism in the
U.S. was its allegiance to U.S. impe­
rialist foreign policy - the Meany-
Lovestone legacy. The organization
Labor for Peace included many
who survived the McCarthy peri­
od, and organized an opposition to
the Vietnam War. Meany, Kirkland
and their supporters actively tried
to isolate these heroes. The period
of AFL-CIO mis-leadership, pro­
moted the worst elements and
actively opposed and eliminated
class struggle trade unionists and
opposed civil rights legislation.
Still not satisfied, Meany/Kirkland
and company supported and
fomented anti-Communism
abroad. Meany's name was syn­
onymous with the Cold War. His
faction in the AFL-CIO often took
the lead in opposition to the Soviet
Union, Cuba and all other develop­
ing countries seeking a non-capital-
ist or socialist path.

The election of John Sweeney to
the head of the AFL-CIO ended the
worst of this anti-worker, anti-union
activity. George Meany and Lane
Kirkland were probably the most
corrupt labor leaders that the U.S.
has ever seen. Often referred to as
labor statesman, Meany once boast­
ed that he never walked a picket
line. But as corrupt as they were,
they still paled in comparison to the
corruption of U.S. imperialism and
its corporate and political leaders.

The legacy of labor involvement
in Cold War activities has not yet
been fully exorcised from the labor
movement. But the raw edges of the
Kirkland period are certainly behind
us.

Business unionism occurs when
it strives for what management says
is possible and subordinates the
workers interests to those of the
bosses; when health care and pen­
sions get put off; when struggles for
the workers and their families get 

postponed; when suspected misuse
of union funds is not addressed.
The local union is a weapon of
political action for workers to win
wages and benefits from their
employers and get more worker
rights from their local, state and
federal governments.

A union action program would
include a program to rid the labor
movement of all forms of corrup­
tion. It must put the rank-and-file
members first. That won't take place
all at once, but getting started is all-
important. This would include:

• An agreement that only rank-
and-file membership will handle a
labor union's internal problems.
They would have the final say on all
matters such as election of officers,
proposals for contract negotiations
and the final contract. Labor-man­
agement committees play no role in
these activities;

• An agreement that no govern­
ment intervention will be used to
correct union negotiations of any
sort including contracts, benefits or
any political and community posi­
tions;

• Conducting rank-and-file mem­
bership activities that
take militant action on
all grievances; pro­
ducing shop-based
union newsletters and
conducting educa­
tional programs
which excite the
membership;

• Establishment
of local union politi­
cal action committees
with veto power
over labor-manage­
ment legislation in
conjunction with
local and other polit­
ical party campaigns.
In New York State
that is the Working
Families Party, but
others exist across
the country;

• The salaries of
all union leaders be 

in line with the wages of the rank
and file of that union;

° Informing the local leadership
of all problems and if not respon­
sive, then seeking the cooperation of
regional union organizations or the
international of the union;

o The local union being active
with its local central labor council
and its activities and pursuing mili­
tant political action and union sup­
port work;

o Assuring membership elec­
tions for shop stewards who must be
fellow workers be open to all mem­
bers.

o Locals having working with
community-based affirmative action
committees to encourage union
members to get active in the union
and have their issues addressed; the
local should work with local African-
American, Latin and related commu­
nity organizations;

o The local union being active in
unifying its activities with the com­
munity.

Moving toward this approach
starts with many simple activities
which move the local in this direc­
tion. There is no magic potion. This

is not an easy road to begin
or maintain. It is a goal that
workers are pushing their
leadership toward through
their everyday activities
that encourage current
labor leaders and new
union members and lead­
ers to work on behalf of
union members. That
direction is the only way to
put the rank-and-file mem­
bership in the driver's seat
which will naturally bring
workers into collaboration
with those who can really
help - other workers and
their unions.

What can be done to
get our country back on
track? Workers acting in
their own self-interest and
those of their families and
co-workers. That's it. Let's
get started, today!! 
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Smith Act defendents. From left to right William Z. Foster, Ben Davis, Eugene Dennis, Henrv
g Winston, John Williamson and Irving Potash.

o

Phillip Bonosky is a writer.

/REINVENTING BIG-LIE ANTI­
COMMUNISM

document, The Communist Manifesto,
appeared in 1848 and for the first
time in human history provided the
oppressed with not merely a glim­
mering of hope that they could be
liberated from oppression but out­
lined the coherent means by which
it could be achieved. The Manifesto
became a public document, whose
principles were publicly debated
and voted on. It proudly declared:
"The Communists disdain to con­
ceal their views and aims." Its mes­
sage was accessible to all. It remains
the basic statement of principles and
program of Communists the world
over. It is not private but public. It
owes nothing to Moscow. Rather,
Moscow owed everything to it. It
stated the principles and aims of the
oppressed with such eloquence and
truth that it transcended the times in
which it was born and became a
classic statement of human hope.

The document became as well
the most hated declaration of princi­
ples that had ever been enunciated.
It was hated by the rulers of Europe
and the world because, unlike
numerous statements and petitions
of the downtrodden before, it did
not beg the masters of power for
more crumbs from the tables of
wealth but instead demanded all of
what they had created as their right.

Communists
perhaps even before that. Where
oppression, hunger and misery exist
they give rise to some expression of
resistance, complaint, and a cry for
justice.

As early as the 14th century, an
English priest, John Ball, had
already asked the simple question
that has reverberated down through
the centuries: "When Adame delfe,
and Eve span Who was then the gentil
man?" He went on to ask why it was
that while they, who "delf" and
"span" lived in "pain and travail, rain
and wind in the fields they (the mas­
ters) keep and maintain their estates?"
John Ball would be hanged for voic­
ing such ideas, and sanctioned for
what he found in the Bible. Moscow
did not exist at the time and the con­
cept of being an "agent" of
"Moscow" had not yet emerged.
Nevertheless, what did appear then
and would be repeated ad infinitum
down the long corridor of years was
the charge that as good servants of
the realm, members of the Church,
such thoughts could not arise from
their own minds and souls but had
to be injected by sinister strangers

ttempts to frame
Communists appeared
on the world scene
practically at the same
moment that
themselves appeared -

By Phillip Bonosky
who worked their evil by demonic
means. Nevertheless, Father Ball
maintained, "(They) baked, but others
have eaten; burned but others are
warm." And if they complained they
"be beaten and we have no sovereign to
whom we may complain, nor that will
hear us nor do us right." Naked before
wolves, they were expected to hand
their master the rod with which he
beat them.

And so, more or less, it
remained down the centuries as
Spartacus, John Brown, Nat Turner,
and others led the insurrections. But
all such revolts seemed doomed.
Doomed, that is, up until the early
19th century when that remarkable 
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PWW photoDifferent from petitions and prayers
of the oppressed for justice which
depended upon the magnanimity of
their persecutors for realization, the
Manifesto outlined a practical, scien­
tifically-based means that invoked
the objective laws of historic devel­
opment for its assertions and claims.
In the last analysis capitalism would
be overthrown not by violent insur­
rection but because it had outlived
its usefulness. At most, reluctant to
leave the stage of history where it no
longer had a positive role to play, it
had to be helped a little to leave.
Obviously those in power, even
with the awareness that there had
been a reckless abuse, resist the
forces that make it clear that the
shift in command will take place in
a foreseeable future. It seems clear
enough that a class that can boast it
has learned the secret of world anni­
hilation and uses that secret as a
blackmailing threat against
mankind has outlived its useful­
ness. Inspired by the realization that
there was a reasonable alternative to
the cruel, blood-thirsty, and inhu­
mane social system that lived off
misery and pain, they propagated
their views against all oppression
and persecution.

Never has a class fought more
viciously and with a more callous
conscience to keep its power and 

privileges that
deny the working
class even their
elementary rights
than the one in
power today, led
most dominantly
by the United
States. In that
struggle it has sac­
rificed its own
constitutions, its
schools, its
churches, and its
social institutions,
forcing all of them 

tools and
weapons in
defense of privi­
lege. Most dra­
matic has been the

violation of its own laws and codes
of conduct. In prosecuting the
Communists, everything looked on
before as sacred has been thrown
into the fray. Governments have
sunk to the moral level of pickpock­
ets and pimps employing informers
and provocateurs to defend them­
selves, and constructing elaborate
systems of frame-up and slander.

Nowhere has this been demon­
strated more glaringly than in the
many trials to which Communists
have been subjected in almost every
country in the world and not least of
all in the United States. The first and
most infamous of the frameup trials
(the "monster trial" as Marx called it
in 1852) took place in Cologne,
Germany, staged by the then
Prussian government against the
leading Communists of the time. In
many ways it became the prototype
of all the anti-Communist trials that
followed, and was characterized by
"police tricks, perjury, forgery and
falsification of documents, thefts,
etc., all unprecedented even in the
records of Prussian political justice."
(People's Paper, Oct. 30, 1852)

As it was so unlikely that any
Prussian-born citizen would be
capable of revolutionary sentiments
on his own, some scapegoat had to
be found elsewhere. It was in the 

forged documents of the police
which alleged a vast revolutionary
conspiracy, inspired by the 1848 rev­
olutionary events in France, and
concocted by the Communists of the
times to be launched on the inno­
cent and unsuspecting Prussian
public, which would then allegedly
be driven unwillingly into the
utopia of socialism by the unshaven
revolutionaries. In trying the
Communists, the Prussian govern­
ment committed itself to methods so
criminal that it could not afford to
be exposed as having employed
them, a history that was repeated by
the American government a century
later in the so-called Smith-Act tri­
als. To have acquitted the
Communists in both instances
meant to have indicted the govern­
ment instead. The second most
notorious trial was held in Leipzig
in 1933 with the great Bulgarian
Communist George Dimitrov as the
chief defendant. Indeed, what the
earlier Prussians had feared to do
the German Nazis of 1933 were
forced to do with foreseen conse­
quences. By an act of sheer intellec­
tual power and the sense that world
opinion was behind him, the intre­
pid Bulgarian exposed the frameup,
showing not only that a gang of
criminals was in power in Germany
but that that power itself was crimi­
nal.

Although world opinion forced
the Nazis, then barely in power, to
free Dimitrov, it didn't force them to
abandon conducting such frame-up
trials in the future. According to a
Gestapo report of April 10, 1939,
162,734 men and women were then
held in concentration camps for
political reasons and a further
139,801 in prisons or penitentiaries
awaiting trial or serving sentences
on political charges. Between the
accession of Hitler to power and the
beginning of the war in 1939 there
were 83 mass trials and many small­
er ones, at which 225,000 people
were sentenced to 600,000 years in
prison, all for political offenses.

Communists were the first and
principle victims of persecution in
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the first years of the Nazi power.
And of what were they found
guilty? Of a conspiracy to change
the Constitution of the German
Reich by force. Communists and
militant trade unionists were the
chief target of Nazi persecution. The
charges included their being agents
of a foreign power (USSR). That the
German Communist Party took its
orders from the Soviets was blared
out at every opportunity.

Even earlier, in May 1928, the
Italian Communist leader and par­
liamentary deputy Antonio Gramsci
was arrested, tried and found guilty
of the same charges, in the same
way and proven by the same means.
His arrest and the suppression of all
left political activity marked the tri­
umph of fascism in Italy.

Since the Soviet Union was
already in existence it was possible
in both the German and Italian trials
to find the source of revolutionary
activity in Moscow, that now had
become the institutionalized scape­
goat for such activity. In every coun­
try, the pose was struck that the
native population, the workers and
peasants, were happy and content
and rose in rebellion only under the
sinister influence and control of
alien (i.e. Soviet) forces.

This formula had a somewhat
ludicrous history in the USA. The
1919 steel strike had shaken
American upper-class complacency
to its core. The strike, led by William
Z. Foster, (who later on in life
became chairman of the Communist
Party) had shut down that key
industry. Foster would be accused
of being an agent of the Kaiser
before he was tagged as a Bolshevik.
In 1918, the American Senate
appointed a committee to investi­
gate the source of the then wide­
spread social turmoil. Though the
Bolshevik revolution had already
taken place a few months earlier, its
influence had just begun to pene­
trate intellectual or working-class
circles in the USA. The Senators had
been upset by radical activity
among the beer brewery workers in
Milwaukee and had set out to 

tories out of the hands of their owners
and putting them in control of the men
employed. (Oct. 1,1919)

expose the link
between the
German beer
brewers and the
Kaiser. Then came
along the first
impact of the
Russian revolu­
tion, and very
concerned
Senators turned
their attention
toward that event.
A Senate commit­
tee was charged
with the task of
making a connec­
tion between the
Russian Lenin
and the Kaiser,
whose influence
among the brew­
eries in Germany 
had been so threatening to the peace
and quiet of the region. |

Then, as now, such investiga- £
tions of radical activity were accom- |
panied by what had become a famil­
iar practice ranging all the way from
informers to paid professors posing
as experts on the human sources of
revolution. Such an "expert" was
Archibald Stevenson, corporation
lawyer and student of Russian his­
tory. He presented the Senate com­
mittee with a specimen of an extra­
ordinary non sequitur that the com­
mittee gratefully accepted and used
as a guide. Stevenson, remembering
that in the minds of the people, the
chief villain was the German Kaiser,
said, German socialism is the father
of the Bolshevik movement in
Russia, and consequently the radi­
cal movement which we have in this
country (i.e. America) today has its
origins in Germany. Perhaps
nobody summed up the situation
better than the New York Tinies:

Commenting on the steel strike
they wrote:

It is industrial war. The leaders are
radicals, social and industrial revolu­
tionaries ... the radical leaders of the
steel strike (are) men who believe in the
socialization of industry, in taking fac­

The New York Journal of Commerce
spoke of Eastern Europeans who
have failed to become Americanized
in character or sentiment. Such "un­
Americans," it went on to charge,
scoff at American ideals and institu­
tions.

"It is industrial war. The leaders
are radicals, social and industrial
revolutionaries." The New York
World (tagged as liberal) opined that
the strike "has already taken on
some of the aspects of an economic
revolution. Even if the strike is not
primarily a Soviet raid against the
steel industry it presents many of
the indications of such a raid."
(Sept. 4,1919)

This is most likely the first
recorded appearance of the Soviet
threat in American politics (though
Red Revolution had always been
there) and would never leave it. The
Chicago Tribune put it this way, find­
ing that the strike "means a choice
between the American system and
the Russian proletariat." (Literary
Gazette, Oct. 11,1919)

It seems that the editorial writ­
ers of the leading newspapers were
politically ahead of even the most
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sophisticated strike leaders whose
guilt and fears conjured up mon­
sters when there were none. Foster,
who was hardly familiar with the
concept of socialism was not yet a
Communist. All the steelworkers
wanted were decent wages and
working conditions. If that spelled
socialism to the opinion makers of
the country it is nothing less than a
prime case of the guilty fleeing
though no man pursue.

Although Nazi anti-Communist
slander is interchangeable with the
American, French and Italian vari-

ture comfort need of its population,
removing the single greatest attrac­
tion the West had to offer the social­
ist world. The Soviets had promised
a room of their own to every single
citizen by the year 2000, a dream
now evaporated. They had no prob­
lem for which they did not also have
the means of solution with their
own resources. Though with the
coming of Mikhail Gorbachev the
rate of production had slowed, it
was still rising, and the means of
increasing it were fully at their com­
mand.

counter to the solution to basic
political problems. Indeed, the
American Communist Party's con­
stitution has a provision forbidding
its members from spying activity
and any proof of it would be cause
for expulsion. This provision is
included because it runs counter to
their strategy of involving the mass­
es in their own liberation. A con­
spiracy and a mass movement could
not coexist in the same party! It has
been deemed counterproductive in
the struggle to ask a million people
to vote, demonstrate or act and then 

ety, even to the parroting of the
same phrases and language, the

Until the appearance of the
German Nazis, no ruling class had

slip them a wink to let them know
they needn't take it seriously!

Indeed, as Dr W.E.B. Du Bois
said when joining
Party during the

the Communist
height of the
McCarthy hys-
t e r i a ,
Communism is
not a conspira­
cy.

A
indeed,
decline in anti-
Communism
over the last
several years
has demon­
strated that the
American peo­
ple have drawn
similar conclu­
sions. The
growth in the
membership of
the Communist
Party gives fur­
ther evidence.

Thus, to
claim, as the 

Americans top them all.
And after all it is the ruling class

themselves who are
General and
President Dwight
D. Eisenhower
shocked middle
America when he
confessed back in
1960 that the USA
did indeed spy. That
was the U-2 affair.
Denying that the U-
2 was a spy plane
illegally over Soviet
territory, a state­
ment almost imme­
diately exposed as a
bald-faced He by the
Soviet Premier
Nikita Khrushchev,
Eisenhower had to
ruefully admit
before the whole
world that
words) he
"caught with

o been so brazen in violating its own
I stated principles. But not only did

the real spies, g the Americans physically inherit the

(his
was Above from right Claudia, Jones, Israel Ampter, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, Betty Gannett and other
my Smith Act defendents.

pants down." New York Times
That Soviet steel production

caught up with the United States,
this fact accessible to all, was more
troubling to the West than anything
found hidden in locked safes.
Indeed, the greatest menace was the
fact that the Soviet Union was fast
catching up with other production
levels of the West. It was a matter of
time - and not too much time -
when the USSR and its allies would 

Nazi spy system which General
Richard Gehlen, the Nazi spy chief,
gave to them in return for saving his
skin, they took over the nihilist,
amoral, and even insane philosophy
which inspired it. As one American
spy philosopher put it: "We must
become monsters to fight mon­
sters." Monsters they became but
not for the specious reason given!

All Communist Parties have rec­

did in a recent article entitled
"Rethinking McCarthyism," that
McCarthy was not so wrong after all
gives one reason for pause.

Once again the Times in this arti­
cle disgraced itself. Though it do not
do so in a new way but by repeating
again the old He - this time based on
"evidence" from the Soviet archives
"proves" that the U.S. Party was
under the pay and instruction of

have been able to meet every crea­ ognized that spying of any sort runs Moscow.
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Again the charge must be reject­
ed. This charge is not merely an
insult to all those who fought it and
paid dearly for fighting it, but an
attempt to dignify what all the
world has recognized as a political
atrocity.

Today there are over 100
Communist Parties in the world,
with new ones being born constant­
ly - and this several years after the 

collapse of the USSR. Today to
charge that all these parties owe
their allegiance to Moscow is to
invite ridicule. People who are
starved and ruthlessly oppressed
don't need outside inspiration.
What they needed to know was how
to overcome it. And Marxism-
Leninism shows the way.

The Communist Party USA
came into being in 1920 (actually
two parties simultaneously) as a
result of the opposition of a large
section of the Socialist Party to
World War I. Parties that had a more
or less revolutionary program and
body of principles had long existed
and the new Communist Party
inherited the revolutionary history
of the best in the Socialist Party, in
the International Workers of the
World (IWW) and of the groups
throughout the country. It's absurd
to suppose that the American work­
ers and oppressed peoples didn't
know that they were suffering. In
1919 America witnessed not only
the steel strike but strikes in coal,
textiles, shipyards, etc. Some 4 mil­

lion workers walked off their jobs -
four out of five - giving reason
indeed for the jittery fear among the
rulers that the country was teetering
on the edge of revolution. Thus the
Communist Party USA was born in
the USA from American conditions
and traditions.

That the revolution in Russia
had been successful only lent
greater enthusiasm to struggles that
had been sown in U.S. soil.

To charge as the Tinies did that
workers had to be gulled into
accepting the idea of a revolution­
ary party of their own is to invite
not only scorn but ridicule.

If the U.S. Party was the creature
claimed for it it would have accept­
ed Gorbachev's invitation to follow
the Soviet Party's example and liq­
uidate itself. But as Gus Hall has
answered concisely and clearly: You
cannot turn on and off the class
struggle the way you can the faucet
in the kitchen sink. Q

continued from page 2

trial workers in the fight for Black, Brown and white
unity? We know the critical role of struggles against

racism, chauvinism, anti-Semitism, and all forms of big­
otry and discrimination. How do we raise the level in
ideas and action?

The fight for full equality for African-American,
Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, Asian American,
American Indian and other oppressed minorities are
also core concepts. What is new in these communities?
How can the struggle for equality be strengthened? We
are helping to build broad, labor-led coalitions in the
mass struggles of the day: for labor's rights, against
racism, for immigrants rights, for peace and solidarity,
against the war in Yugoslavia, for women's rights, for
youth rights, for seniors' rights, and many others. What
new levels of coalition are possible? What new initia­
tives are possible?

The 2000 elections are upon us. Labor will field can­
didates and we will run Communist candidates. How
do we build broader election coalitions? What should
be our overall electoral strategy for 2000? Are we mas­
tering the relationship between reform and revolution?
We project "Bill of Rights Socialism, USA" as the real
solution to the crisis of capitalism. Have we made it
popular enough? Do we bring it into our day-to-day
struggles and coalitions enough? Can we do more to
help crystallize the growing anti-corporate, anti-ultra­
right mood in America into a broad movement for
socialism?

Unlike big business ideology, Marxism-Leninism is
not the property of elite "big" thinkers in ivory towers.
Communist ideology is powerful because it belongs to
the working class and the masses. These are exciting
times for working-class thinkers. In the words of the
Communist Manifesto, "We have a world to win."
Discussing, debating and shaping our theory is half the
battle and half the fun. Come to New York with your
thinking caps on. 
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NEWLYWED DLM.I

We do an about face, embrace our sacrifice though our love for each other,

Pak Nohae
Translated by
Scott Swarner

Sitting across frOm each other at the table
amid piled-up talk of the past week
in hush tones our one

Pak Nohae
Is a 40-year old
South Korean
steel worker
and. poet. He is
in prison serv­
ing a life sen­
tence for his
political activi­
ty and convic­
tions.

with a loving kiss
my body gradually comes to life.

our impoverished love
looking forward together in our agreement, our newlywed march

At the end of a longer than long work week
my frozen heart contracts crouches in upon itself,
groping my way along the cold dawn road,
when I step inside our room
my wife’s already gone off to the factory.

The last week of labor,
I sigh at the separation we hide from each other,
the stale cigarette smoke dizzily pours,
I take my wife’s nightclothes in hand, hastily flung to the floor, and

at my wife’s smell of loneliness from spending these nights by herself
I start to cry.

Shaking in my deep sleep, when I painfully open my eyes to a fatigue I cannot bear,
my wife, just finished with the graveyard shift, totally blue from the cold,
falls face down onto my chest and absentmindedly pats me

When day breaks it’s separation once again,
becoming machines amid the back-breaking labor,
our
passing mornings are to be feared.

affectionate night is far too short.
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rfesiwini
The company president who’s got a hold become a heaven?
on the livelihood of my family of three Won’t I, powerless from having lived on
is my heaven. the bottom generation after generation,

The doctor who clasped my hand which be a small wavering heaven
had been stamped in the press, when I if only to that one,

went if only to that crazily pretty little girl of ours,
to the hospital who is just now taking her toddling steps?

Oh. we too want to become a heaven.
who is able to both attach my hand and Not a harshly oppressive black-cloud heaven,

make me a cripple, he but a sharp-blue heaven, all of us each to each,

is my heaven. that is the kind of world we want to be.

1 II

The police officer who threw us into jail,
1

1 1 .......... .....................
who cut off two months of our wages, — Pak Nohaewho led us to the police station after we unionized,

we who had never once committed a sin
in this world, he

is the heaven I always fear.

The horrible judge who can both create
a sinner and give life
is my dreadful heaven.

Administrators, sitting in government offices,
who can both make you prosper and

bring you to ruin, they
are my frightening heaven.

The elite, the powerful, the rich

all appear like a heaven.
No, the sword that controls our lives
is our heaven.

Where and to whom would I
Translated by
Scott Swarner
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OPEN THE BOOKS

Chris Butters

Open the books!
Open the books!
Open the books!

Open the books!

Rumors fly you did
a 7 figure year last year.

The workers, who make

the wheels go round, who do
the invoices
and dirty work, think

we have a suggestion.

Now it is our turn
to speak.

Always you are the one
who plunks the numbers down

on the table.

We thunder and rage before
bowing down before them
in the dark.

That even our measly benefits

will crush you?
Your delicate little empire

might totter?

We, who rescued you
with givebacks, are now

the cause
of our unemployment?

What is that you say?
That you, who built your empire

off the sweat of our labor,
now that the market is glutted,

cannot afford to keep us on

at union wages?

You know what we make,
slaving on the assembly line.

We want to know what you make

if you are as broke and gasping
and desperate as you say.

Chris
Butters is a
poet and worker
living in New
York City. His
recently pub­
lished a book of
poetry Americas
is published by
Vietnam
Generation and
Burning Cites
press.
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MFE OF TIO MIND, 19SS

’Life of the
Mind" "by
Genevieve

(Taggard was pub­
lished in
Proletarian
Literature in
the U.S.
International
Publishers, 1935

“This thing is good -1 give

The words in the books are not true
If they do not act in you.

The battle of the mind,
Tranquility, too, the kind,
Quick teacher’s face, the jest,

Fret fools the days away, Keen argument with a friend,

Best-sellers for their food that sport and the sweet zest,-

And bad philosophy,
Fret, fools.

All fall, must fall, behind.
that time is at an end.

1

But we, Now action like a sword,
Now to redeem the word.

We dare not read for long,
We snatch our thought, our song,

Now blood for stubborn proof
No one may cut apart

As soldiers do their meat.

Necessity to eat,
Word from the living deed,
Or hve this life aloof.

Necessity to act, Fear is a flimsy creed.

And act aright, renews “I believe with all my heart. ”

The mind’s link with the arm. In the one way to believe:

My living to see it live. ”

Imperative to choose,

Imperative to do,
Our time’s dynamic form.

1

Once we were students - then
Grave faces hours poured

Over the activity stored -
The energy of great men.

Bleak thought and a bastard art,
How easy to relinquish both!
So to be wise, so learned
If never more returned

To temporary peace.
So not to die of sloth

That time must come again.
If not for us, for those

We will to endow once more
With the tested word-in-deed.

Poetry and the great prose
Born in a like uproar
Where someone had to bleed.

Or hve best-sellers’s ease
But to stand upon our oath.

- Genevieve Taggard
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book ends

The Beast Reawakens, Martin A.
Lee, Boston: Little Brown, 1997; 546
pages___________________________

Martin A. Lee, in his powerful,
timely and well-documented

book, The Beast Reawakens, alerts us to
the considerable fascist danger. He
bares active links between the corpo­
rate right wing and fascists. His
account is clearly and correctly put in
the framework of corporate anti­
labor, racist game plans.

The book makes a valuable con­
tribution in documenting organized
storm-trooper cabals, especially the
Aryan Nation and clarifies that their
mouthing of medieval bigotry is not
a matter of "free speech." They are
implemented in a trail of blood.

Lee introduces us to the
"Reverend" Richard B. Butler in
Hayden Lakes, Idaho, where he
holds forth as "pastor" of the
"Church Jesus Christ Christian,"
actually a heavily-armed fortress.
Here, Nordic warriors are pictured
in battle, together with prominent
portraits of the top leaders of the
fascist Murder, Inc. - Adolf Hitler
and Rudolf Hess. The demagogic
anti-Semitic and anti-Communist
propaganda line of these monsters
is also regurgitated by displaying
the proletarian hammer and sickle
side by side with the six-pointed
star.

We are introduced to Butler's
Aryan Nation and the site of the
gathering of world fascists at the
annual Congress of Aryan Nations,
organized by Butler. The advanced
state of organization itself sounds
an alarm bell to the active U.S. fas­
cist danger.

Underpinning the military trap­
pings are heavy doses of raw white 
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supremacist bigotry. Less polished
than the academic version in
Hermstein and Murray's Bell Curve,
the Butler version has the same poi­
soned substance. To him, people of
color are subhuman. In a mad
obsession with nonexistent "white
purity," he projects a nightmarish
secession of six northwestern states
to set up a "White People's
Republic." Would Butler send peo­
ple of color to crematoria to try to
achieve the unachievable pure
white republic?

Lee depicts the deadly terrorist
purposes of the Aryan Nation as he
links militia terrorism to the
Oklahoma City bombing and mass
murders of 1995.

The scenario includes William
Pierce, featured speaker at Aryan
Nation meetings and author of the
Turner Diaries, that holds up as a
model a successful white suprema­
cist paramilitary coup in the U.S.
Timothy McVeigh, a year before the
Oklahoma City bombing, befriend­
ed several Aryan Nation members.
Lee states that terrorists McVeigh
and Nichols read the Turner Diaries
proactively, circulating the book and
attempting to implement it.

Lee puts the Oklahoma bomb­
ing in the framework of "an exten­
sive, homegrown anti-government
militia network" in the U.S. (p. 341)
The violence is not "mindless" as
President Clinton claims, nor is it
classless. It is part and parcel of a
game plan for a fascist takeover and
a signal to build a mass movement
for such a takeover for the destruc­
tion of democratic rights and capi­
talist rule by terror.

All the more outrageous is the
attempt by Newt Gingrich, then
Speaker of the U.S. House of

I

“In addition, Gingrich him­

self lets the corporate cat

out of the bag with his rev­

elation that the giant

transnational corporation,
AT&T, actually wrote the

Contract on America.”

Representatives, to cover up the
bombing. Lee reports that after the
Oklahoma City bombing, Gingrich
stymied a probe into a paramilitary
activity in the U.S. Instead, the
Republican-controlled Congress
held extensive hearings on "govern­
ment misconduct" at Waco, Texas
and Ruby Ridge, Idaho. This cover­
up of the terrorists underlines the
right-wing essence of Gingrich's
Contract on America. In addition,
Gingrich himself lets the corporate
cat out of the bag with his revelation
that the giant transnational corpora­
tion, AT&T, actually wrote the
Contract on America.

Corporate fingerprints are all
over the revved up fascist danger
and the Aryan Nation highlighted
in Lee's book. This cabal of terrorist
Hitler lovers is bankrolled by the
computer millionaires Victor
Bertollini and Carl Story. With their
backing, the Aryan Nation has mass
mailings of white supremacist hate
literature and tries to build a mass
base for fascist terrorism (People's
Weekly World 12/26/98). Is it only a 
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coincidence that the April 1999
Colorado school murderers were
Hitler-admirers and vicious racists,
and that they carried out mass
slaughter fanned by this same
Aryan Nation?

Very impressive is Lee's expo­
sure of the big business think tank
American Enterprise Institute (AEI)
as a far-right corporate player. He
shows that AEI does not deign to
soil its corporate hands by direct
liaison with the terrorist militia,
doing its anti-labor, racist dirty
work on the level of scholarship and
policy studies, for which it is heavi­
ly funded by corporate heavy­
weights. On its board sit such cor­
porate backers as Aluminum
Company of America, Dow
Chemical, Proctor & Gamble, and
Forbes Inc. It feeds its glossy schlock
mainly to TV outlets, but also to
government, business and academic
contacts. (Ibid)

The AEI booklist includes anti­
labor and racist screeds, which are
inseparable. It funded the publica­
tion of The Bell Curve by Murray and
Hermstein, an attempt to propagate 

unscientific notions of African
American and working- class inferi­
ority. In the same genre, it support­
ed the publication of Dinesh
D'Souza's The End of Racism, which
injects the irrationality typical of
fascist propaganda with his defense
of slavery, segregation and blaming
the victim and inflames racism by
advocating the end of affirmative
action. Lee states AEI output
"reveals the willingness of some
U.S. corporate powers to support
racialist propaganda in an effort to
direct the economically-driven
anger of middle-class whites
towards people of color and the
poor." This divisive attack is direct­
ed at the entire working class.

At the end of the day, AEI's
"high" level racist, anti-labor propa­
ganda joins hands with the Aryan
Nation's incitations. Both are com­
ponents of an active, boiling caul­
dron of the U.S. fascist danger.

Martin Lee makes an especially
important contribution in elucidat­
ing this fascist danger as corporate-
spawned. This class insight helps
refute those who take the corporate 

ruling class off the hook as the pri­
mary source, inciter and organizer
of racism, sexism, anti-Semitism,
anti-immigration, the war drive,
and anti-labor activities.

The menacing fascist danger
calls for the vigilance and broad
united action that are the "price of
liberty." The urgent need for broad­
ening and strengthening the peo­
ple's coalition led by the working
class with a conscious antifascist
and nonfascist component is stated
in fundamental class terms by Gus
Hall, National Chair, CPUSA.

"Fascism always lurks in the
bowels of the capitalist system.
Fascist elements arise and subside
in accord with the power and
strength of state-monopoly on one
side of the equation, and the vigi­
lance and active resistance of the
people, especially the working class,
on the other." (Gus Hall, "Marxism-
Leninism: Science of Our Times,"
Political Affairs, September 1998, p.
4).Q

George Fishman

Corrections
The cover art on May issue is by David Alvaro

Siqueiros. It is from Siqueiros, His Life and Work, by
Philip Stein, International Publishers.

The poetry by Pak Nohae was translated by Scott
Swamer
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the govern­
ment. The sec­
ond biggest
papers are the
daily papers
for the
People's
Army. Among
local papers,
there are 61
published by
the
Communist
Party.

Every gov-
e r n m e n t
department
issues a daily
paper.

I am the
editor of the
Economic Times
which is pub­
lished by a pri-

VIETNAM? BUILDING

THE BASIS FOIR A

SOCIALIST SOCIETY
The following article was published

in The Guardian, newspaper of the
Communist Party of Australia.

Professor Dao Nguyen Cat, Editor­
in-Chief of Vietnam Economic Times
and Deputy General Secretary of the
Vietnam Economic Science Association,
spoke at a public meeting in the CPA's
headquarters in Sydney on Sunday
January 31,1999. At 72, Professor Cat
is a veteran of the Vietnamese revolu­
tionary movement.

Friends and comrades, I would like
to express my sincere thanks to the

Communist Party of Australia for
inviting me to talk to you today.

First, I would like to say some­
thing about the newspapers in
Vietnam.

Now in Vietnam we have nearly
500 papers. The main papers are the
papers of the Communist Party and

vate corpora­
tion and is
published in
both
Vietnamese
and English
and on the
Internet. In the
newspapers, in
the media, we
do not have
joint ventures,

only corporations. We are always
the master, the owner of newspa­
pers. But a foreign investor can join
with their capital.

Now I would like to give you
some general ideas about the state
of our economy.

I am happy to say that the econ­
omy has weathered the regional cri­
sis, although there are some chal­
lenges remaining.

The current period, in fact, has
been the most difficult for 10 years.
For example, we planned to achieve
eight percent growth in GDP during
1998, but were only able to achieve
five percent growth. In 1994, the
GDP growth rate was over 10 per­
cent, but it has been falling by
approximately half a percent each
year since then.

On the other hand, agriculture
has developed well. Production in
1998 increased by one million tons
over previous years (to 38 million
tons annually). We are ranked third
in rye exports on the world market.

In industry we achieved a 12
percent increase. The rate of growth
of foreign corporations in the econ­
omy increased 23 percent.

Exports increased one percent.
The number one export item is
crude oil, followed by rice and then
clothing.

Inflation, at seven percent, we
think is not very high.

Foreign investment has been
reduced, in some cases by as much
as 60 percent. This is because most
foreign investment in Vietnam is
from Asian countries, all of whom
are in very serious crisis.

This has seriously affected the
development of Vietnam's economy.
Our exports have lost competitive­
ness and unemployment is a big
problem.

Vietnam is one of the world's
poorest countries. Today 43 percent
of national production is in agricul­
ture.

GDP per capita is only $300 a
year. Your per capita GDP is over
$20,000.

After nearly 20 years of war for
national independence from France
and then 10 more years of war
against the U.S, when we finally
won our independence we were left
very poor.

We realized that we needed a lot
of time to take our country from a
very backward agricultural one into
an industrial one.

We are aiming at building
socialism. As Communists, we real­
ize that we can't do that without
developing an adequate level of
production and solving a lot of
social problems.

Socialist society must be better
than capitalist society, and can only
be achieved by our will, by the
effort of the working people.

So the Vietnamese Communists
take that responsibility on our
shoulders. It is not like what we did
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could be freely traded.
Then, in 1989, we got another

shock: the collapse of the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries.
It was a huge shock to Vietnam and
to the people because we mainly
relied on the Soviet bloc for our
market.

We could sell everything we
produced to the Soviet Union and in
return they could supply every­
thing we wanted, including oil.
Everything came to a standstill in
our country after the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

As you can imagine, 1989 was a
most difficult time for Vietnam.

Fortunately, we had started
"Doi Moi" in 1986 so when that
shock came we could manage. We
realized that we had to push up
"Doi Moi" in the countryside and
with other countries.

After two or three years we
were able to stabilize the situation.
Despite the recent regional crisis,
we did not suffer as much as when
the Soviet Union collapsed.

In response to a question
Professor Cat said that "the chemi­
cal weapons used by the Americans
destroyed vast areas of forest." We
have tried to look after forests and
now it is getting better and better.

As for agricultural products -
animals, vegetables and seafood -
our tests show little or no poisonous
residue.

However, the genetic effects of
that kind of poisonous weapon are
very great.

The death rate for people who
took part in the war is very high.
Most of our young people were in
the war; they married and most of
their children are affected - dis­
abled, paralyzed, deformed and
with many other dangerous dis­
eases.

More and more American veter­
ans come to Vietnam to see what
they can do to help the people to
make good for what they have
done.

In reply to a question about for­
eign investment controls, Professor
Cat said: I quite understand your

worry about, in essence, multina­
tionals coming in. We, Vietnamese
Communists, also ask: What would
we get from foreign investments?
We have sacrificed a lot for national
independence, but now face anoth­
er very big fight: to achieve the level
of economic development we need
to build socialism.

We also understand that
economies in general will become
more and more globalized and pro­
duction more and more socialized
in accordance with the ideas of
Marx.

So the main trend in the world
is to get more integrated with each
other, not to isolate oneself from
others.

We know that in globalization
the capitalist sharks want to hold
the country in their hands. We also
realize that all countries, whether
they are big, small, rich or poor are
still rising up to control their own
destinies.

Regarding foreign investments,
we have a clear policy. We are plan­
ning to attract about $20 billion
from now to the year 2000 in foreign
investments but in such a way that
we still control our economy.

We know that we have a lot of
difficulties when doing business
with the foreign investors. They do
not come to our country unless they
get a profit, but we try to visualize
what they will get and what we will
get.

We try to identify our advan­
tage and theirs in order to have a
fair play. Ideologically we are in
control.

What they have built in our
country, what they have opened in
our country we consider that to be
ours.

The road ahead is quite clear:
with such infrastructure facilities
we have more jobs for the people
and more export items to sell to
other countries.

We try to work out the micro
economic policy and each individ­
ual must actively follow that policy
otherwise we will lose, concluded
Professor Cat. Q

during the war - with blood - but
now we consider it much harder.

Nevertheless, we are very deter­
mined to make our country advance
to the level of other countries in the
world.

Of course, compared to the
recent past, the situation in Vietnam
in 1998 was by no means the most
difficult time we have experienced.
It took ten years from 1975 to 1985
to rebuild the country after the war.

Even so soon after the war we
had some achievements. But unfor­
tunately we were unable to achieve
the increase in the GDP that we
wished. Agriculture in particular
was in a very poor state: although
an essentially agricultural country,
we could not even produce enough
rice for our own population.

Rationing had to be introduced.
I myself, a senior officer of the gov­
ernment, got only two kilograms of
meat and one kilogram of sugar a
month. In clothing I got only five
metres of fabric for a year.

The situation in 1985 was really
critical. We realized that our mis­
take was that we had applied the
system of economic management
based on subsidized supply and
overcentralized planning.

The government handled every­
thing, every activity of the people.
We couldn't encourage the people,
as individuals, to do their job. The
people were not happy with that
way of government.

So the Communist Party adopt­
ed the 'T)oi Moi" policy: let the peo­
ple manage themselves - economi­
cally and commercially. We started
applying the market economy.

Instead of the government
deciding the price for every com­
modity, we let the market operate on
itself and the farmers plan on their
own land. (All land is state-owned
but is allocated to the people to man­
age on a long-term basis, generation
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of "Doi Moi," we were able to stop
importing rice from other countries
and the market situation looked
quite different. There were enough
commodities on the market and they

in
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