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THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION AT THE PRESENT '

. STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT, '

( From comrade Meir Vilner's essay "Summaries and Conclusionsf in Arakhim,
organ of the C,P, of Israel on questions of theory and practice, No.9,
July 1870.)
t '

One of the biggest failures of the Israell rulers, of the Zionist leadership
and of American imperialism backing them, ision the question.of the Palestinian
Arab people, ) 1

§ 1 ' L

The Israeli leaders ~ thus we have warned since the'June war .~ are detached
from.reality,. the international as well as the Mideastern one. They deceive
themselves, so we said,when. theythink the Palestinian Arab-people will recon-
cile.itself to the occupation, that "time awill do its work™, We said that the
conquered people, especially under the present regional and intemnational condi~
tions, will not only fail to reconcile itself to the occupation, but that the strug~
gle against the occupation will be-intensified and become unbearable for the
occupier, r fy
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The Palestinian Arab pebple, whose rights and whose very existence the
Israeli leaders wanted to eliminateonce and for all"by means of the June war, ~
has not only not been wiped off the Mideastern map, but has become a national
and political factor of great weight in the region and the international arena, in
a measure it had not been previously,
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As far back as’a-year ago some ministers in Israel, such as Israel Galili,
dared appear in public and.declare with nationalist arrogance that no Palestine
Arab people.exists. In an-atmosphere of unbridled militarist self-confidence,
the racist senselessness led-many-Zionist leaders to positions and statements
with which hardly any racialist in Rhodesia, South Africa and other places
would compete.

The policy of brutal oppression in the occupied areas, the Zionist policy of
denying the rights of the Palestinian-Arab people-and its very existence, the
policy of perpetuation of the-occupation and territorial annexations, the suffer-,
ings of the refugee masses, driven out from their homeland, their lands and
their homes for more than 20 years, their redoubled sufferings during the June
1967 war and after, when many of thembecame refugees for.a- second time,
the tuming of additional hundreds of thousands of Palestinian Arabs into refugees
as a result of the June war-=all these have intensified and deepened the hostility
towards Israel in the Arab world in general, and among the Palestinian Arab
people in particular.
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In this difficult situation 1t is hard to exaggerate the great importance
of the appearance of anti~-imperialist, patriotic forces in Israel, which
have stood up against the policy of aggressivn and-térritorial ekpangion of
the ruling Zionist pro~-imperialist circlés, for thé recognition of the just
national rights of the Palestinian Arab people, including the right of the Arab
refugees to choose between return to: their homeland or receipt-of compensa- :
tion according to the UNOQ re solutions. ' o

Our Communist Party has fulfilled a highly important task in this struggle.
Thanks to the principled policy and struggle of ourcParty, and thanks to addi-
tional forces of fighters for pesce . in Israel, which have lately raised their
voices agrinst the prevailing aggressive and anti-national policy, no image
of identity between the reactionary government ruling Israel and the popular
thasses in Israel has been created, Thanks:to our internationalist and patric-
tic policy we have found a common’ language with-the Arab Communist parties
and with other-anti-imperialist forces in the Arab world fighting for peace, in
the struggle against the common imperialist enemy, for our and their freedom,
against, occupation and for a just peace,

’ A % T o kS

At the same time one must not ignore the fact that the aggressive June
war, opened by the Israeli government, the occupation and all the acts of
oppression of the Palestinian Arab people by the Israeli rulers, have helped
to extend extreme .positions-among certain parts of the-Palestinian Arab
people and in various circles,in the Arab countries.

. .
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Side by side with the correct principled and realistic positions of the
Communist parties and many anti-imperialist-circles; ‘of President Nassar
and the UAR Government and of other Arab states, who accept.the Security
Resolution of November 1967 and are ready to implement it, we see ex-
treme positions of leaders of the Palestinian resistance movement and of
certain Arab govérnments. °

The struggle of the Palestinian Arab people against the occupation and
for its national rights has won the growing sympathies of &ll progressive
mankind. At the same time those battle slogans which.call in question:
the right to existence of the State of Israel, ‘evoke reservation and opposi-
tion,

¥

After the June war on immense development of the.Palestinian factor
has begun: Before the June War, the positions and speeches of Ahmed
Shukeiri -who was then.the.chairman of the Palestinian Liberation Organiza-
tion, evoked anger ihstead of sympathy, With his! speeches, in which he
preached the liquidation of Israel, he brought immeasurable harm to the
just struggle of the Palestinian Arab people for its national rights, and
aroused great joy among the imperialists and the Zionist leaders, These
understood very well how to use Shukeiri’s speeches against the right to
existence of the State of Israel for their own purposes, in order to justify
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their non-recognition of the legitimate rights of.the Palestinian Arab people.

The Tuné war, the occupdtion, the aggravated refugee problem, the policy
of creation of faits accomplis in the occipied areas, coupled with the degrada-
tion of the Arab masses of inhabitants-~all these have with time led to the
development of a mass Palestinian Arab national movement. The Palestinian
organisations have assumed a-new character. Now they have become a na-
tional movement, which expresses the struggles of the Palestinian Arab popu-
lar masses against the occupation and for their national rights. Thousands
and tens of thousands of Palestinian Arab youth, workers, fallaheen, women
and mdthers, students and teachers, 'people belonging to all strata, volun-
teer and are ready to sacrifice their lives in the struggle against the occupa-
tion, for national-and human freedom. With many the struggle for national
liberation become's integrated with the struggle for progressive social changes.
It is a fact that the peoples of the'whole world sympathize with the Pales-
tinian Arab people, its sufferings and its struggle against the occupation and
for its legitimate rights.

At-the same time criticism is sounded and opposition is expressed on the
part of the anti-imperialist forces in many countries against those parts in
the program of the Palestinian resistance organizations which deny- the fact
of existence of an Israeli nation, .its rights to self-determination and as a
result, the right to existence of:the State of Israel as a sovereign state,

- *

Our Communist Party of Israel, and together with us, the international
Communist movement and the majority of anti-imperialist and progressive
forcesdin the world, start from the fundamental assumption that Palestine,
whatever-the causes and circumstances, has become in the course of its
historical development, @ bi-national country; at the-side of the Palestinian
Arab people a Jewish people has developed in the country--a Jewish nation.
(One ought not to mix up the notion of a Jewish nation.developing in Pales-
tine with the Zionist notion-of an extra-territorial, world Jewish nation).

Every nation has the right to self-determination. Under the new-condi-.
tions which developed in Palestine, in view of its being tumed into a bi-
national country, the correct and realistic Solution of the national question
1s the realization of the right to'self-determination of the two peoples, the
Israeli people and the Palestinian Arab people.

The Zionist reactionaries denied from the beginning, and deny to this day,
the right to seli-determination and: even the very existence of the Palestinian
Arab people. Already in the 1948 war of independence they worked for, pre-
venting the estab lishment of a Palestinian Arab state and the realization of
the right of the Palestinian Arab people to self-determination according to
the UN resolution of 1947, and exerted efforts for a maximum expansion of the

4
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territory of the Jewish state and for the removal from their homeland of a
maximum- of Palestinian Arabs.

A successful struggle against the Zionist aspirations to. expansion,
and for failing the imperialist designs in our region, can be waged only
on the basis of a democratic program, apt to rally all peoples in the anti-
imperialist struggle, apt to win the support of the socialist world and the
anti~imperialist forces. This has to be a program which is correct in res- .
pect of principle, practical and realistic in'respect of the balance of forces
in the world and in-the region. .

Our point of departure for. every fundamental solution of the Palestinian
question, as of any other national question, is the interest of the anti~
imperialist struggle, the interegt of the independence of the peoples and the
. interest of international peace and security: The form of solution of a
national question is always-concrete,: accordingto the time apd place,

In the reality of Palestine, where there e:dsj;.two'nations', any solution
that takes into consideration the right of self-determination of only one of
the two is-riot correct in respect.of principle, noris it realistic: Any such
representation of the solutionr assists-the imperialist forces, which are in-
terested in dividing the peoples in our-region in order to rule them. When
such a program 1is brought up by Palestinian.factors, it evokes the joy of
the imperialists and the Zionist rulers of Israel. x

Those paragraphs in the program of Palestinian resistance organizations
which deny the right to sovereign existence of the State of Israel, as a con-
sequence of the assumption (which in the historical past was correct,. but
i1s no longer valid in the new reality), that no Israeli nation exists at all,to
which the right of self-determination could be accorded--those paragraphs
are used as a main political weapon by the Israell rulers and the Zionist
leaders, and also by imperialist propaganda. Demagogically they imbue the
Israeli youth and public, and also world public.opinion with the theory of
"there is rio option. " This theory says that the question is not that of retreat
from the occupied zones and of the implementation of the Security Council *
Resolution, but the very refusal of the Arabs to recognize the right to exis=-
tence of the .State of Israel within any fréntiers.

In various- circles among the Palestinian resistance organizations the
plan for the establishment of a Palestinian, democratic, Jewish-Christian-
Moslem state has been discussed, Even if ignoring the religious criterion
in this definition, which creates a partition within the Palestinian Arab
people itself, the question arises: What is the realism of such a plan?
Now the question on the agenda is hot whether to establish tlie State of
Israel or not, its existence is a fact, recognized by the United Nations and
by the countries of the world, by East and West alike.

If the debate refers to the remoter future, one cannot ignore that there
are possibilities in various directions, including the establishment of a
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federation of states in our region,, a narrow federation which would include
the State of Palestine and the State of Israel, or a Jordanian-Palestinian state
-and the State of Israel,- and many-more possibilities. But whatever the devel-
opment might be, it can only’ be the outcome of the free decisjon of the
peoples; which will draw nearer-to, each other as. a result of social ¢hanges
inside each one pof'the states. Federations can-be established, but.they
must not be imposed. a

The presentation of-a plan of a Palestinian democratic state for all the -
Arab and Jewish citizens, while abolishing-the Israeli sovereign state, as:
a condition of a peace settlement between the State of Israel and the Arab
states and as a condition for the solution of the Palestinian question, is
not-correct -on principle-and.makes thingg.easy forthe common enemies of
the Palestinian Arab people . and the Israell people--imperialiSm and its
Zionist henchmen, L ’
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Therefore the question is:. what is,our.attitude to the national question
and its solution? Is it a bourgeois-nationalist or a proletarian class point
of departure? Do we take into account the general ; interest of the struggle
against imperialism,~for ngtional independence and sgocialism or are we t?ady
to stand against this general interest,. against the forces.of socialism and
progress in-the world? .. -

H - N .

Under the concrete historical conditions, in view of the balance of forces
in the world and in the Middle East, that attitude which presents as condi-
tion for the solution.of the Palestinian problem the calling in.question.of the
very right to existence of the state of Israel, as a sovereign state is not cor-
rect, is not realistic,: and causes harm first of all to the Palestinian Arab
people itself, . " )

We, the Israeli Communists, wamn- day:in-and-day out against the grave
consequences for Israel as a result of the aggressive, pro-imperialist and
anti~Arab policy of the Zionist.rulers., We warn the Israeli people that the
rulers of Israel; who are most closely linked with American imperialism, are
liable to bring a national disaster upon Israel, that-they endanger the future,
the very existence of the State of Israel ,

But there exists a difference 1n principle and quality between the dis-
astrous consequences’ which the-prevailing Zionist Israeli policy might
bring upon Israel, and b&tween the presentation of non-existence of the
State of Israel as a political target by the National Liberation movement of
the Palestinian Arab people and the-stipulation of basing any settlement on
the acceptance of the program of establishment of a Palestinian democratic
Jewish-Moslem-Christian state, ‘

>
)
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This tl}eme has important topical repercussions: with a part of the Pales-
tinian factérs the prificipled position which dénies the right of existence of the
State of Israél is also connected with their opposition to.the Secutity Council
Resolution of November 1967, which demands the Israeli withdrawal from. all
areas occupied in the June war, a just'solution*of the question of the Palestinian
Arab refugees in-accordance with the UNO resclutions, and thé recognition of
the sovereign existerice of all the states in our region, includingIsrael, 'within
recognized and secure frontiers,

The ‘questich arises: from the point of View of the Palestinian Arab people,
does the Security Council Résolution golve its natiohal question, ‘does: it en-
sure its -rights? ‘o

. -~ : - ".lg -

No doubt the Security' Couhcil ‘Resolution i5 d compfomise résolution which
was accepted unanimously by the great powers'and the other members of the
Security Council. The Security Council Resolution took into consideration the
aspect of principle of the problem, the right of the peoples, as well as the
balance of forces in the international arena, when there still exist two world
systems, the socialist and the capitalist, and also the balance of forces in
the regioh. And like every compromise,~ if 'does hot ¢ompletely solve all-tHe
problems which it deals with, _ ™ 1 © ' *n
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Still, it would be a mistake and & détaéhment from intemational and regional
reality not to see that‘the Security'Council Reslution-{s§ a-positive resolution,
in respect to peace and security in the Middle East and in'the world as well as
in respect to ensuring the rights of the peoples, includ.lng those of the Pales-
ttnian Arab people. i " e Y

In respect fo the Palestiniarn Afab pcople, whose striggle is linked with the!
generdl anti-imperialist strugglé {n the fedién and the world; the:implementation
of the Security Council Resolution will resore to it its lands,:which were.-con~
quered by Israel in the June war. It will make it possible to solve the.refugee
question by giving them the right to choose between retumn to their homeland
and the receipt of compensétions - in accordance with the UNO resolutions.

~ “ -

These are Vvery fundamental matters dn favor of the Palestinian‘Arab people.
Thus the Sécurity Council resolution in a rather large measure advances.the
full solutioh of the Palestinian problem. = - S - ‘ .
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The question is: what is the alternative, in the concrete Mideastern and
intemational circumstancés? ' The real alterndtive ismot between the Secutity
@ouncil Resédlution and a finer and bettér solution, but between the all-ound
implementation of the Security Cotncil' Resolution. and.the’'status quo--the pre—
sent situation of Israeli occupationiand unbearable conditions of the members.*

of the Palestinian Arab people in refugee camps . 3

! £ i

Every Arab factor speaking against the Security Coauncil ‘Resolution deceives
himself if he thinks that by that he hits the enemies of the Palestinian Arab
people. Objectively, he plays their game, helps their designs to perpetuate



the occupation andto prevent the refugees who wish to:do so, from returmn-
ing to their homeland, DR Nk . _
r * J

The Security Council Resolution states that after its full implementation
all the controversial:questionsor those which Kave not been solved, will
be solved politicailly: an‘d not by force, * 7 ¢ - ! - -
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From: the point of ‘view of-the'historical developmerit'of our region, the
complete solution'of the-natioal-question Wil be éohnédted with progressive
social developmernts in the -Arab courntriés dridin. Israel, 'which will ‘put the
whole complek of relationsUn an entirely different:basis wherf the points of
departure of each side becomes sécial=tlass and not oaly national,

After the implementation® of?txhé Secarity Couheil Resolution various pro-
blems are-liablé t&cidp up, 8k as:questions chrinected with the rights -
of the Arab population in Israeli, whose weight will be augmentea by-the re~
turn of Palestinian.Arab refugeées, 'These are problems . whose correét solution
will depend on the balarice betweén the progressive and reactionary forces
within Israel, and also, of course, .on theigenersl developments in tHe region
and in the world.

=
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Questions-that are liable‘to-arisedn the future 'will have to be sdblved in
the course ofithe years by pdlitical méans; according to the righfs and in-
terests of the'geoples andraccording to the:general interasts of the anti-
imperialist struggle for peace, the independence of peoples and socialism.

i S L } 1 "y [N A o]
¢ o Yo ' vk

¥ 1 b, " . - 14 4

It is the Zionist circles. riiling Israel -*and :the American, British and
West'Geman imperialists .backing them ~ who are wésponsible for the tragedy
of the Palestinian Arab‘people. ‘It 18 th&y who ‘dre reéponSiblé for the aggres-
sive June war, which brought a furthér heawy disaster-upon the ‘Palestinian
Arab people as well as disaster upon the neighbouring Arab states and the
Israeli peOple itself, e

4 i ' 3

:.The Ziohist circles ‘which rulé Israel and their 1mperiélist ‘godfathérs are
not only the enemies of the Arab peoples 'they are‘also the enemies 6f the
Israeli people. They push’it‘td an-abyss and are liablé to bring on it-a
national disastér. r i Cor et

Vi * i o
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For the attainment of théir targéts the  ruling Ziornist circles are prepared
to bring about such' an-escalation of the #ar-ih the Middie East as‘will in-
volve the great powers ih & confrontation' afid will endanger ‘world peace.
Therefore the anger increases among thie pdoples agalnst the aggressive and
annexationist Israeli goverhmént ahd thére 15" d growing:demand on the part
of the peoples of the entire’ world for thé withdrawal 6f-Israel from all the

‘¢
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occupfed territories @nd for the implementation of the:Security Council Reso-
lution, in all its parts, The Israell rulers are more and more isolated
in the intemational arena.

Inside Israel itself the opposition to.the govemmental policy is serious-
ly increasing, as well as the demand faor withdrawal from the occupied areas
within the framework of implementing the Security Council Resolution, f
The rulers of Israel, .whose policy is 4ncreasingly failing abroad and at home,
are grasping-at the extreme speeches and positions of.certain Palestinian
factors, as a drowning'map 'grasps: at a straw, in order to evade withdrawal
from the occupied territories and to, evade -recognizing the-rights-of the Arab
refugees, to which the Security Council Resolution obliges them-.

When we, Israell Communists; discuss this problem, we have a special
right to do.so. At all times have .we fought against the Zionist anti-Arab, -
pro~imperialist policy., always have we. struggled for Israel's recognizing
the national rights of the Palestinian Arab people, always have we accused.
the Israell rulers and, their imperialist godfathers of responsibility for the
disasters befalling the Palestinian Arab people.

But one must not ignore the fact that historical experience has taught
that errors and incorrect and extreme positions of the leadership of the
Palestinian; Arab people have assisted the Zionist leaders and the imperia-
lists to carry out-theirsplans against the Palestinian Arab people.

We look upon the Palestinian Arab people as a brother and friend. No
force and no terror and intimidation from the side of the reaction ruling
Israel will deter us from considering the struggle of the Palestinian Arab
people as an anti-imperialist struggle, and the Palestinian-Arab national
movement as an anti-imperialist nationalimovenient. We are in solidarity-
with the struggle of the Palestinjan Arab: people against the gccupation and
for its legitimate, and just. national rights.

Therefore, as friends we say: any plan for a solution of .the crisis in
our region which includes the denial of the soverelgn existence of the
State of Israel, is not correct;-it-is not just and not realistic., The interests
of the Palestinian Arab people and of the Israeli people alike, the supreme
interests of the anti-imperialist struggle, the liberty of the peogples, of
peace and social progress demand today the rallying of the peoples in.our
reglon in a joint struggle for the implementation of the Security Council
Resolution of November 1967, The,implementation of the resolution will
deal, a serious blow at the American- imperialists and its Zionist stooges, )
will solve fundamental questions of the Palestinian Arab.people and will
free the neighbouring Arab countries from gccupation, will bring peace and
security to all the Arab-peoples-and tq the Israeli people, will create better ¢
conditions for social-changes in the, countries of the region. . ;

*
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JEWISH YOUTH ACTIVISTS IN THE SERVICE CF
ZIONISM AND IMPERIALISM,

The tremendous political upsurge of youth has in recent years frightened
the rulers of our country. Among the Jewish people, the Zionist leaders of
organizations such as Hadassah, Bnai Brith and other organizations, are
worried that increasing numbers of Jewlsh-college youth are opposing the
militaristic and aggressive policies of the Israeli government and identifying
with the anti-imperialist struggles of the Arab, African, Asian and Latin Ameri-
can peoples. These organizations view with dlarm the alienation of many
Jewish youth from the traditional religious, social, economic and political in-
stitutions of the American Jewish establishment. They are determined that
these youth must at.all costs not be permitted to move toward the left and
especially not in the direction of Marxism-Leninism and the Communist Party.

In this connection, the June 1970 issue of Hadassah Magazine devoted
almost its entire space to articles on developments among American Jewish
youth. '

The first of these articles ts "Letter To A Young Man of Our Time" by the
writer Elie Wiesel, who raises the question of "what it means to be a few"
in these times and to what being a Jew commits one. Behind all the mystical
language of the article, the answer is typically Zionist, with complete dis-
regard and contempt for non-jews.

In talking of Auschwitz the author states:
"Remove its Jewish aspects and Auschwitz appears devoid of mystery.”

It is of course undeniable that the suffering,;éf the Jewish people in the concen-
tration camps, was By far the most frightful of all the Nazi bestialities. But the
fact remains that the Jews were not the only ones. Yet nowhere in this lengthy
article is there any mention of the millions of Russians, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks
and others who were also slaughtered by the Nazis. He states that "to be a
Jew is to work for the survival of a people," Further: "You cannot fulfill your-
self as a Jew if you feel no bond with those who share your dilemmas and your
contradictions: the Jews in Israel, in the Saviet Union, in the Arab countries.™
This is his answer to a young Jewish man with many questions.

(* -and slaughter)

But we would say to this young man that it is not necessary to embrace
Zionism or bourgeois nationalism to survive as a people. The Jewish people
will survive long after Zionism and the imperialism which nurtures it are dis-
carded. Jewish youth need no Wiesels to tell them that "by struggling on be-
half of Russian, Arab and Polish Jews, I fight for human rights everywhere, "
They know that the fight for human rights requires a fight against racism and
imperialism and agdinst real, not conjured-up anti-Semitism.



The other major article in this issue is a symposium entitled "Jewish
Student Activists Speak Out." Hadassah introduces this article with the
following comment: "Since the Six-Day War scores of radical Jewish student
groups have sprung up on ¢ollege campuses throughout the country. They
Issue publications, engage in religious experiments, fight for Jewish studies
in the college curriculum, conduct Zionist activities and help organize demon=-
strations for Russian Jewry and against Pompidou's policies.” -

Participants. in this symposium were Philip Hom as moderator, director of
the University Department of the American Zionist Youth Foundation, and
seven New York and out-of-state College student leaders of newly-formed
Jewish Student Unions and editors or co-editors of their newly issued publi-
cations. Their type of radicalization and rebellion is not the kind that
frightens the Pentagon and the Big Busitiess interests. Their activism and
"militancy" has sprung up because these Zionist youth feel that the estab-
lished Jewish organizations, institutions and leadership are-ineffectivé,
are losing the Jewish youth and are-failing the Zionist cause, Their activism
is designed to create a mass base that will enthusiastically and militantly
carry out reactionary Zionist policies that they feel existing Jewish organiza-
tions are incapable ‘of carrying out. Typical were the comments by Chauva
Katz, who describes herself as a "flery Zionist", who helped form the Radi-
cal Zionist Alliance.

"It was not enough,’ she said, "to have a private Zionist cofisciousness—-
this consciousness had to be shared". Marty Kaplan, Vice-President of
the Jewish Student Union of C.C,N.Y, 88id: "We feit that the Jewish news-
papers and magazines were not serving any purpose for the college community.
Our newspaper 'The Flame', centers around Zionism and Israel." Jonathan
Lifschutz of Hemagshimim states that their aim is to "further education of
Jews on campus'in terms of Israel and also to combat Arab propaganda,
We wonder what’Arabs they are talking about, or for that matter, what news-
papers, since it was our impression that the American press and TV were so
totally pro Meir, Dayan and Eban.

Even the physical taking over of the offices of the Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies was justified on the grounds "that it is no longer serving the
Jewlsh community but serving hos$pitals which are not Jewish and YMHA's
in non-Jewish neighborhoods. We have been asking them to give ma e to
Jewish education and Jewish Day Schools." Again: "Groups like Federation
got their funds from the Jewlsh community and they should be responsive to
the Jewish community, Childfen are not getting a Jewish education and by
the time they get to campus, they completely disregard their Judaism."

Clearly the differences are not over goals and objectives but rather over
theméethods to achieve them. The students were also worried that the ap-
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proach of the American Jewish leadership to-Israel is "inadequate” and they
were critical-of the American type of Zionism which consists of "planting
Jewish National Fund Trees, giving money to U.J.A.and going to Israel
once every 2 years, " Apparently nothing short ‘of al} Jewish people-migrating
to Israel and giving up the democratic and revolutionary struggles in thejr
own lands will satisfy them. -

-
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To justify their anti-Soviet policies and activities, they constantly assert
that the danger is not now physical extinction but rather spiritual extinction
which, they say, is just as bad. This becomes a cdver for doing nothing
about the real anti~Semitism, of fascist Right=wing forces. in our country and
the:world. Instead they try to divert-the energies of the Jewish massesinto
campaigns against the socialist lands by fabricating. false tales of anti-
Semitism. They utilize every means to distort the basic truth of .socjalist
society--that racism and anti-Semitism are hostile and alien ideologies to
the working class and are being eradicated. :Butthere are other;Zionist youth
who. are beginning to question the line of their elders -and to eppose the poli-
cies of the Israeli government, just.as the youth.in Israel are doing.

1 H ¢ ]

We are confident, therefore, that this atempt by these Jewish organiza-
tions to drive a wedge into the Jewish youth movement will ultimately be
defeated-and that Jewish youth will take their hoporable-place .alongside
other-American- youth in the struggle against racism, imperialism and war.

L4
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STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST

{Issued’'on Séptember 25, 1970 by the Committee for a Just Peace

in the Mid-East, 100 E. 16 St., New York City 10003. The Com-

mittee has also sponsored a public meeting on these questions.

We present the statement for the information of our readers.)

The hearts of peace-loving people everywhere were gladdéned a few weeks
ago by the acceptance on the part of the U.A,R, and Jordan, as well as Israel,
of thé U,S, proposals for a 90 day ceasefire. During the ceasefire perfod,
both sides were to inftiate talks with UN Représentative Gunnar Jarring, as a
first step towards meaningful peace negotiations. That sttuggle for 4 just-peace
within today's realities can be & contribution to the greater liberation of the
peoples of the Middle East from imperialist oppression and éxploitation. The
Middle East must not be diverted from the promise of a future of freedom, in-
dependencé and social progress as mutually respected countries. In a struggle
for such goals and demands of the varlous peoples, it is a disservice to the
cause of securing peace with justice, to condone or encourage the recent terror
tactics and &ctions which 'are making pawns of the lives of innocénts whether
in the form of hi-jacking ‘of planes by Ardb resistance forces or by thé seizure
of hostages and the threatening of Arab people with death by the Israeli govern—
ment,

We see now that peace talks are being sabotaged by Israel’s unfounded
charges that the.U..A.R. has violated the Suez Canal area ceasefire terms.
It must be noted that even the U.S. at first termed these charges inconclusive
but was compelled to reverse itself under pressure of the Israeli government.
*

It is evident that the Israeli rulers are detemined not to enter into peace
negotiations based on the UN Resolution of November 22,1967, which calls
for withdrawal from occupied territories and a just solution of the refugee
problem.,

The situation is becoming more ominous. Merchants of death and oppres-
sion who have no regard for the future of Israel have launched an intensive war
propaganda campaign within the United States, After years of criminal, brutal
and shameful genocidal aggression by U.S. imperialism in Southeast Asia,the
the same forces in monopoly ruling circles seek to continue the U.S. on a war
course with an increased war budget and greater monopoly profits, by making
the Middle East with its rich oil fields the battlefield, The threatening breakup
of the Gunnar Jarring peace talks is leading to a deepening of the Middle East
crisis. The danger of a widening war is increasing. If the hostilities should
break out again, the blood of countless Israeli and Arab youth will be spilled
in an unjust, futile and self-defeating war of aggression by the Israeli mili-
tarists seeking the annexation and settlement of occupied territories and the
denial to the Arab refugees of their just rights.
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Statement {Continued)

The people of the U,S. and the world qvet-are clamoring for peace in + ;.
the Middle East, which can best be attained on the basis of complete accep=~
tance of the,UN Security Coungi} Reso}ution.. 1 oet n

s

§e TR Py RN ‘ .
The strong pesce feeunqs of many nptiqns was a malo; factor in initia-

ting the ceasefire. The reluctance of the Israell government to follow -
through with the Gunnar Jarring talks endangers the possibility of peace ne-

gotiations; The pressure of world opinion and of public opinjon in the U.S. ,
must be.texert,ed upon the Israell goverpment fo fulful its promise and begin
the talks.,, ..y . . bt gl e 15 p ' \ ,

I~

LAY RN s gt Wi L0 . T3
The deep desire of the American people }for peajce and the action of peace
forces in our.gountry are of yital importance for the achieyement of .a,political
settlement.in_the;Middle. East which'is premtse,d oqftpe recognition -of .the in-
violability of Israel, as a a;a:e qnd_Israel '8 withdrawal from the: oq.gupied Arab.

territories., Y Seiiaey PP SEP

. -

We therefore feel the necessity for organized action by Americans to work

for peace in the MidrEast. . v P
* * *® L * * * * * * * » *® * ® * * * <®
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SQOVIET UNION IS FOR

DR, GOLDMANN DECILARES:

POLITICAL SOLUTION IN MIDDLE EAST

Dr. Nahum Goldmanny, Presidept of the World Jewish Congress, reiterar
ted in an.interview in Switzerland his firm:belief-that the Soviet Union is -
interested in a politica} solution of the Israeli-Arab conflict,.- The interview
took place. August ‘9 on-the Bern radio.: . noa - vt

. - i v *

It was conducted a day after the acceptance by the UAR and Iordgn on one
hand and Israel on the, other-of the proposals to declare a cease fire and ini-
tiate talks with the U.N. Ambassador Gunnar-Jarring .as-an intermedtary.

LA R Poye t T . es )

Dr. Goldmann welcomed; ‘this‘tum of pvents. He. emphasized that the
consent by Gamal Abdel Nasser and Israel to these talks represent the first
meaningful steps towards peace in the Middle-East: (As it.turned.out, Dr,
Goldmann's hopeful expectations-did-not materialize. Gunndr Jarring's media~
tion efforts have been stalled.due to Israel’s refusal to” participate*in*the talks.,
Nasser died of a heart.attack on September 28.) . Lot

“This is the first time in twenty years that we can see on the horizon

A

)

1
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Goldmann, cont'd

Fs - N N ¥
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an opening ‘for the UGufdstion, ofthe‘conﬂict." 'Dr.Goldmdnn said Mooy AT
s vy [RET RN Tl S BRGNS B TS SL AN PO NS I Bchel & LV [E LN L .
"We have to express our deep appretistian for'Nassétls position’, ¥ de- "
clared Dr, Goldmann, "he had the courage to accept the American plan in the
face of the Oppositiorr*of éeberal Arab cour&dés and the Pale sf:inian l:lberatiorf
movement, " ¥ d Pl LR R g v}
. Wy }I ;”5 AW \1"'1. 1' V""{ﬁ'} 9"'*’( I AR Yo oW A WP U S ST A ]| Lt
- ]
Cofmmernting-of” the Palestiniarf refugee qéstion, Dr. Gold:nan\-r bointeci ‘
out that a"sollition to this ‘probleth c¢ah Ba f6und-only i#-*specilalad] dstménfs ¢

are made to meet the needs of the Palestinians and by recognizing the neééssity ‘- ~
for a homeland for the Palestinian Arab people." .
Havr il 7y P B O N »g“;,)uw L yw.mm',g’

Ag the' Biibsequent e"enf$ hava‘sﬁ i D'n 'Go’fdmanﬁ's‘assuniption thst * 3 2108
Israel ‘Wi going ‘t5-4€cept Gunnar’ I;auing‘s mediatién was prefatire, -FRE&Sl
leadet of the'JéWwish Congreds showed, however ' ® greaf deal of 1ns1gﬁtsfﬂ higiotw
evaluation of Nasser's readiness for negotiation. o taeadntl

J:‘:. ;’ ':;:\F :le Zd.;:}"f'“ N w.»\h,.‘): "n Ty & Yre g i .,,;. oo : \,‘i:) !CQ’ am - :3}:!:4“ .
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September 9,1970
e **?”Il'f.:.‘ AT x4 IS L B LA
VOIGES'®OF REASON IN ISRAEL
S5t 7 Histddtut Leaderifor Politicall . L
G oofm L USolattdh, S e T
Yitzhak -Ben*Ahaton, Gefiérdl Secretary o6f'thé powerful Istaeft labor- . -,
organizatior, Histadiut, noted:ihla-lecture; dnfHetzlia"(Aug . 26) that peacé ™ .
in the Wriddle East !can Bé achiéved onaly‘thiddgh a political >&blltion.: we’~ ! -
present excerpts from Ben-Aharon's talk which-was printed-in the'riéwspaper °
Al Hamishmar. Thé leader of the Histadrut stated: A
IV o, TN AT il WAL THRY, "l:} L ] Lot f: ) .
- e 1 *  "If the present.attempt- to inftiate ﬁea“ce R&gotiations’ 7 - 3 ontf
.. should fail we'must beat in mindthat"the Israglidaral i*h « o o 0t
conflict can be resolved only through a political solution, ‘
because all the factors ‘involved in -thid war haves.come to '
i an' impasse. Theuipeopl¢ must be told the truth, there is & ' ' #1972
.« only.one :struggle that"ban:br.lrig ‘ué victory, and'this 48 the ™1 v2*
-~ struggle for peace. :We’ CannOt profect a ‘péfspective 6f+1 . n o
% 11at o veternal.war:, The key. tsdue is mét to gain'more territory, but:"« - ¢ Y’
to achieve a lasting pedde within ‘secure borderi,™ .4 ¢ cor il

. C L iy g . . . . .
- oo SR AR B S LR & FERPTIN M T S AF A g
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Ben-Aharon emphasized: " .No one believes that we can conquer all the

Arab governments and dictate to them our peace conditions in Cafro. "
}
His statement would have been still more welcome if he had added

that secure borders could only be borders mutually agreed to in a peace~
ful way. At the same.time jt-must be noted.that Yitzhak-Ben-Aharon has

a much better understanding of .the gxisting 'situation than Golda Meir and

Moshe Dayan. R v F L e :

* * * * * f * % . *, * X * * . *
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September 16,1970

. .
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TAWFIK:TOUBL DENOQUNCES -HIJACKINGS | ..
- .oy . Y

v \l‘!.

Tawfik Toubl, leader of the Communist Party of Israei and Communist
Knesset Deputy denounced, in a speech in the Israeli legislative body
(Sept.15),the airplane hijackings; by ;’alestlne commandos, S

-, 1o

4ori . .
Following are excerpts from 'f' Toubi‘s Knesset sgeec‘h e

.o The. hijacking of four Civdlian airplapes with hundreds. -

Lemat, of pqssengers and the pttempt to hijack an E1 Al ai;plane .
by a Palestinian organization that calis iiself 'Peoples’
Front'; the blowing up of the airplanes and the holding of
about 50 of the passengers as hostages~-these adventuris=
tic acts have rightfully aroused the indignation of public
opinion all over the world.

“Such criminal acts must be denounced regardless of
the motives of their perpetrators,”

*Our Communist (Knesset) delegation has always cri~
ticized such adventuristic actions as acts of international
lawlessness, which cause suffering to innocent citizens
and could only serve the purpose of those who seek to in-
flame hatred between Jews and Arabs.

“We demand the immediate release of all the passen-
gers that are being held as hostages. Hijacking airplanes
and selzing hostages adversely affects the rights of the
Palestinian people and their struggle for civil rights.

“One also gets the impression that the adventuristic
acts of ajrplane hijacking and seizing hostages is being

-~
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- } " wommenh e HEATRE J Wn {o ! LR
" urflized b the (Israelf) Yovétiment asia
s ' rhicéverup forits policy Of rejedting everys “F !
effort to reach a just peace,

LR B N

’ "We denduncé very enerdetically the
numerous Instances of seizing hostages by
both sides.

e “H . 3 -7 -~
“Such inhumane acts on the part of the
Israell government nullifies its moral right
to coridemn airplang: hijacking and hofdind’
hostages in the Arab world. "

f st amf ! 31
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Toubi referred heré t6 ke arrest 'byifsraelf aufhoriﬁeé of-450° Atabs’in-the-
occupied territories as a reprisal against the hijacking, These arrests
were criticized by cértain ‘govemment offié13ls . N

Theytled %6 : sﬁé’f‘p pr&ééfs‘in‘ﬁoét bfithe 'c‘ities inlthe occupled terri-
tories. ﬁrab‘ﬁi'fs é?s' ih- §e8f:én’f declaréﬁ & Hunger btrike agairst them.
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THE MIKUNIS-SNEH GROUP: A PICTURE OF .
POLITICAL DEGENERATION.

s 2 4

r1 - PR - By° Hyman Lumer v

4
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In 1965 the Communist Party of Israel split into two groups, one headed
by Meir Vilner and Tawfig Toubi, the other by Shmuel Mikunis and Moshe
Sneh.- Each called itself the Communist Party.of Israel. At that-time other
parties, including the CPUSA, took the position of calling for reunification
and of extending recognition to neijther group as.the:Communist Party of lsrael

Yet it was clear even then that the group headed by Mikunis and $neh ~
had already moved far in the direction of Jewish nationalism and Zionism.
Increasingly it had centered its attack on "Arab chauvinism” rather than
on the aggresgsive,pro-imperialist policies of Israe) 's-ruling circles, And
it had.begun to align itself with. Eshkol as against.Ben Gurion, under the an
illusion. that the former. represented a tum to a more enlightened course. , A

~. In 1967, this opportunist,- boutgeois -nationalist trend culminated in .
joining the ranks of those who portrayed the Israell ruling-class aggression
as- a war of self-defense against an imminent threat of annihilation. With

~this agt. the process, of political deterioration became very rapid ”

~ ’
.« Si,nce, war,, in the famous words of Clausewitz, is a continuation of
pplicy by violent means, to justify.the war it became necessar;y to Justify
-the policies of the.Israell govermnment which preceded it. Hence the Mikunis-
Sneh group has progressively abandoned whatevér Markist-Leninist position
it once held. Today its. degeneration is complet;e. ,
. Few in Israel any longer regard this group as a, Communist party or even
as,part of the Left. An article in the Jewish Digest of January 1969 (Israel
Kollar, “Israel's Political Parties and the Occupied Areas"), “after describ-
ing the position of Rakah (the Communist Party of Israel, led by Vilner and

- . Taubi), goes on to say:,

»
1

“"To the right of this group is an assortment
. of Israelis now concentrated in four parties, the
Communist Party (the Mikunis-Sneh group-H.L.),
the United Labor Party, the Israel Labor Party,and
the Independent Liberals, who, in reality,consti—
tute one political outlook with minor and infrequent
deviations.” (Emphésis added )’ '

b - ’
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On my recent trip to Israel I spoke to a number of leading figures in the
peace movement. Several of them told me (and without my asking) that they
did not consider the Mikunis-Sneh group as part of the opposition to govern-
ment policy, let alone part of the Left.. .. . ' ‘

Thus, the well-known journalist Amos Kenan characterized it as "the
Left wing of the Labor-Party"~~the party of Golda Meir, For the past year or
more, he said, it had supported the government positions and hence could
nothpe cc:nsidered part of the opp?sitign. )
THCL s ,,,,N“:r--, ’ s = v i
Ya 'a'kgv Riftit, fedd of:the Left Unich ‘of Zioaist Socialists,; a'group which
has split Off ffom Mapam, Sald? “Sneh has gone farther‘thah:the Mapam lea-
ders,  H& Has'moved’like an expless train, with né'stops.’ He'geénerally sup
*borté-governtent p&licy.- Stich is Hé Commiurist.” Thé comients of dthers:
were similar.

A
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The, false differéhtiatibn betweert Bén-Gurion and‘Eshkel has now devélo="
ped intd an’equally’false differentiation between the ledders' of Gahal and
Dayan a¥ the "hawks" arid M#&ir, Ebah and théir suppbrters as the "doves." '
On thgsle)qupndg the attack is centered on the former and the latter are sup-
ported, gq'erloq}ggng thle fact that' debpite théir differences all of them-4re ad-
herents of a badic poli€y of‘aggréssion and expanston.” e e T

. Ty : or e ' P 4

This positioh was dramatically demonstrated earlier'this year whén the vote
on a motion of no confidence in the government was taken in the Knesset at the
time of the Goldmérin “affair, As'expected, the Communist ahd "New Force"
(Ha'dlam Hazéh grotip)’ deputies voted for the motion and others ‘séualy‘ agh‘i,'nst
it--with one excéption, Sneh, the phe deputy of the Mkunis-Sheh gko?p,apstéined.

Of this action an article in Ha‘0lam Hézeh'sald! "Sneh's abstention’from
voting non-confidence in the gpyernment--and that on the occasion of such a
clear igsue as,Goldmatii‘s péace Hissions=is indubitably a'further great leap
in the turncoat career of the 61—’3}éar,§'1d leader. “"It'practically withdraws' the
Mikunis-Snéh group ffom g:he‘oiapc'is;;‘tion,"the arti¢le added. !

Sneh also attacked Goldmam sharply, as did Eban and others in the govemn=-
ment, oo ¢ .

73t

The approach of the Mgk,upi.sf-'sﬁgﬁ group to the'U, N, Security Council
resolution ‘is essentially that of the "gcj,vémm‘en%.! It is ¥iewed not as a docu-
ment whose basic. provisions, are'to be ‘accepted in advance by both sides as

<ol - »

the basis for.negotiations, but rather as one to, be ac’cepﬁed only “in principle’;
with the méhr}irig”of its provisions to be then debated in negotiations, Thus,
a communique of the Political Bureau issued in June of this year calls for

sreaffir ming the acceptance of the Security Council resolution of November 22,
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1967, including all its-provisions, their agreed interpretationsto be determined in
negotiations between the parties through the U,N.O. Emissa!‘Y- "o

t
The position on withdfawal from Fhe. occupied territories 4s also substan~
tially that of the govemment. In a Knesset speech-last May, Sneh declared
"We must say immediately:. we-shali, withdraw only to mutually agreed borders
of peace.'" P ¢ s 4 . v

v e ey » ¢ oy 3

" Golda Meir, at the time of her visit to the United States stated that Israel
would withdraw only to secure and defensible borders. Implied in both state-
ments is"a rejection of thé resélution's-declaration of the "inadmissibility of
the acquisition of territory by war” ard-the intention of bargaining over how
much of the conqueréd territories would be returnéd.. .Indeed, Sneh has main--
tained-that dcquilsition of territory by sar,. when necessitated-on ground® of
security, is not annexation. But this is tantamount to a rejection of the reso-
lution itself, and this rej ection the Mikunis-Sneh group shares with the Meir
regime. Ir s '

The Mikunis-Sneh group has :gone over to Zionism,, posing as the advocate
of a8 "modernized" Zionism., The essénce of its position is described in an
article in Ha'aretz (September 5,1968), based on an 1nterview with Sneh,ras
follows: .

, "M. Sneh's party advocates Jewish emlgration to Israel as an un-

interruptet process which will.fortifythe Jewish nation in Israel o A
and will strengthen its ties with the Jewish.communities in ithe dias-

pora, because it supposes there'isia possibility of -existence’ and

development of Jewish-minofities in democratic:regimes-in the capi-

talist world as-well as in.the reforined .socialist world. N

*M. Sneh's party feels that the world Zionist Organization is
undergoing ‘an incurable crisis. -At the same time, Sneh advocates -
a-democratic world Jewish organization for the realization of the ’*
Jewish people's aftachment to the State of Isiael as ‘well as for ™1 .
deferise' of the rights-of %he Jéws in the diaspora and also forthe *
spreading of Iewtsh cuIture and Jewish education.

Such an organization would be'formed by a- merger of th‘.e world Zionist
Organization and the World Jewish Congress, according to-Sneh. This posi-
tion, which resembles that of certain Zionist elements in this country, is a_
basié departure from Marxism-Leninism. And it bétrays ifs anti-Sovietism
in the formulation “"reformed Socialist world" that is, orié that is cleanBed
of its alleged "anti-Semitism. "o

3
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- Anti-SoVietism has -becdome.the_hallmark of this group as it has of all such
renegade groups, Mikuris} Sneh and-Gomipany have become fully a part of the
slanderous campaign against the Soviet Union based on fraudulent allegations
- of persecution of Soviet Jews, When'a group »f prominent ‘Soviet Jewish per-
sonalities held a press'conference to’protest these slanders*as well as the bar-.
baritiés-being -committed in the occupied territorles, this>group adopted.a vicious
resolution condemning the Soviet Union for "using Soviet Jews to promote-the
vilification of Israel. Thus 1t aligned itself fully with the anti-Soviet elements
in Israél and elsewher& M i ¢ ¢

i i ) I

Sneh regards the Soviet Union as'a “dictatorship of the bureaucratic appara-
tus,” ‘Imlan interview with Ha’olam Hazeh {October 9;1968), he said:that:the
balance of. truth with regard to the Soviet Union is "that sorialism -has not-yet
been realized in the Soviet:Union or-any. other. country, belonging ito.the Socialisgt-

, . %
Camp. LA i . = b ‘J .’Q: Ty vorb o F il N AL
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The USSR is also accused of pursuing imperialist aims along with the United
States, and of using "Arab-Chauvinism" as its instrument for this purpose in
the Middle East. In the discubssion preceding.the group’s ldst 'convention,
S. Mikunis wrote that “theSoviet.Unlon bulilt.its perspective of influence in
the Middle East upon .adjustment to:the.chauvinist anti-Israe)] framerof-mind

of the Arab countries'® rulers.,” ¢

i

It is the Soviet ‘Union iwhich is regarded asithe source of the ganger of, war
in the MiddletEast, .}A.reésolution adopted: by the:Central Committee inJune
states that theCG "lappeals to the:Communist.and Worker's Parties, to the,,
forces of peace in all countries, tdr exert their full influence to prevent Soviet
interventionrin the Middle East confiict.! The resolution goes on-to assert that
Israel can be expected to do evetything possible to prevent. & clash; if one occurs,
it will be the Soviet Union's deing.

S TP PN s !

More, the. Soviet Union is;alleged to be involved with U,S, j,mperialism in
aplot to divide the world up.between thems Sn€h, in a-Knesget speech last
May, expressesg this mogt brazenly, He-sald ‘that,f"the relations between the
United States and the Soviet Union are at present of a gomplex nature; they
are rivals, competitors, claghing one with.another-~but at.the.game time they
are also talking one with another, dividing up assets and coming to terms one
with the other, and discussing the establishment of a cartel between both for
the purppse of world domination.,." . L - . B S

« t,

'I‘hus does this, renegade grouping Join in,the Tro;skyite 1and Maoist distor».
tions and.vilifications gf .the Soviet Union 1, ;And this in addit:lon to becoming
part of the current campaign of anti-Soviet slandels emanatingjrom.the Israell
ruling circles and the U,S, State Department, and vigorously pursued by Zionist

organizations everywhere.
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Quite naturally, the Spokesmen of the Mikunis-Sneh group have had the
bourgeois communications media fully opened up to them. They are published
freely in the bourgepis press, and Sneh writes frequently for Yediot Aharonot,
one of the most {eactionary newspapers in the country.

They will earn these privileges by the services they perform. For exam-
ple;, an article in Ma'ariv ariv (August 10,1970) by -Yehuda Lahav, a writer for the
Mikunis=Sneh newsraapewl(ol Haa'm, makes a’vicious attack on the Communist
Party of the United States. He.insinuates that the Party's policy on the Middle
East and on the Jewish question generally was dictated by the CPSU, and.in re-
turn: for this alleged subsérvience the CPSU provided the necessary funds for re-
-estabiishing a daily newspaper. This 1s not-the only example.of'such slander, but
it suffices.to show the depths to which these people ‘have sunk.

oot L 2

On the other'hand, a's.-an'organized force this!group: is-becoming more and
.more inconsequential, It organizes no.demonstrations, '‘public. meetings’ or other
mass actions of its own, and plays little role in the popular struggles of today.
Its youth organization'has disintdgrated. Its newspaper has beén réduced from
a daily to a'weekly, Iis vote in electiond‘to the Knesset, Histadfut and -other
bodies has .declined, Man¥y.members afd leaders ‘have left its ranks, in¢luding
some members of its Political Bureau, anhd its membership is dropping. ~

A good part of those who have left have entered the Communist Party of

Vilnér and Toubl. This party, which took a prinéipled, Marxist-Léninist stand
against the wat and fought courageously for'its position urder conditions of
isolation and severe persecutidon, has grown ir numbers and influence.: And’
withinr the world Comminist movement it has won virtually universal- accl’aim
for its hetoism and recognition as the real Communist Party of Israel.: On the
other hand, the Mikuriis-Sneh group, which has long forfeited any right to the
name M'Communist, " has been dropped from thé ranks of the world Communist
movement-~-and properly so.

-~

All this prompts ‘certain questions: what is one to say of those in pro-
gressive -fewish circlés in the United Statés who continue to accept this deca-
dent grduping as' "the’ Communist Party of Israel? "What 1s one'to say of those
who publish and circulate:its writing; here and Who parrot {ts anti-Marxist ideas
as "Marxism"? And what-is one to $ay of those who speak of "two Communist
parties"” in Isrdel as a device for legitimizing this group of renegadgés?’

A

The answer seems clear,
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’ QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Q. Why doesn't the Soviet Unlon allow the Jews to emigrate when they ‘want to?

A: All the Socialist countries follow a general policy of restricting emigration.
This policy is motivated primarily by the unceasing effoits of the leading
capitalist countries, and especially the United States, to drain the Socialist
countries of their skilled.and professional manpower, as well as to secure
defectors to be- used GL:3 lnstruments of anti-Sovietism @nd anti-Communism.

r: ¥ * o
N In the So¥fiet Unidn the laws ony emigration apply, of course, to Jews and
non-Jews alike, Under these laws the government has permitted the emigra-
tion of a certain.number of Jews to Israel (roughtly some 3,000 a year),. es~
pecially to reunite families, thaigh obviously not all who ask are permitted to
go. There is-a'substantial group of such Sovtet emigrants living.in Israel
today~--and a sizeable part of them who would like to return to the Soviet- Union.

What is being demanded of the Soviet Union is that-it makes an éxception

;of its Jewlsh citizens and permit them to emigrate freely: Aside from the .
questionable -propriety of thus exempting one particular gro up: from the -appli-
cation of the-law of the land, there are other gbvious reasons why the Soviet

Union would not acce ée to such demands,

-

NS °
First, the Israelt ruling circles are making a concerted drive.for Jewish

immijgration for;the .purpose, among others, of settling the.occupied terri- ,
tories with Jews. This is part of their policy of de facto annexation of

these territories through a serles of accomplished facts. Second, going hand
in hand with this,. an.all«out campaign of poispnous slander against the
Soviet:Union is taking place, falsely charging that Soviet Jews are suffering
severe repression, and in addition are not permitted to leave the country,

to escape the persecution.

Clearly, were-the Soviet:Union to permit unlimited emigration to Israel
under these circumstances, it would belending itself to the expansionist
aims of the rulers of Israel at the expense of the Palestinian Arab people
in the.occupied territories-~aims which the Soviet Union has strongly con-

. -demned and opposed. Moreover, it-would be lending credence to the
fraudulent allegations of "Soviet anti-Semitism" which today form the core -
of monopolist reactions whole anti-Soviet crusade.

At the same time, there is no real evidence that large numbers of Soviet
Jews want to go to Israel. To be sure, numerous anguished letters, peti-
tions and other documents are being offered as evidence. But even If all of
these are authentic, which is highly doubtful, one finds the same nane s rec -

curring . S T



among their signers. In reality they are the work of a small but highly vocal
group of pro~Zionist Jews which the anti~Soviet forces, through their highly
publicized campaigns,. strive to blow up into 2 mass movement, by

C e ‘ . ‘

The overwhelming majority of Soviet Jews have reacted to the anti-
Soviet slanders with great anger and indignation, and have mgde if quite -
clear that they look- upon.the Soviet Union as their homeland. As for those
who wish to emigrate to Israel, the Soviet government is obligated, it seems
to us, to take into consideration not only their desires but also whether per-
mitting them to.go harms the interests of the-entire Soviet people and the anti-
imperialist struggle generally. st - ‘ » "

v

- ) LT

("Questions and Answers! will be-.a, regular feaiureferlewishqufair‘s. Please
send us your questions.)
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EVENTS: AND: VIEWS

3 Ly - 1 “ x

The Tsraeli ”heWspaper LAMERKAV of August 28%contaihs ‘an ihterview with
Uri Avneri, Knesset: Dépiity and head of the ‘Hd'olam ‘Hézek group-'(the *New
Force'), Avnen was asked- "What kind of* borderune are you proposing? "

.o 4 *y 1 oot [ t PR n

He r@lied“‘ WiWe have’ réached a ‘clear'decision, - We think' that the ‘Idraeli
borders should bé baged on-the' boi‘derlineithat emsted on Iune 4,1967 (the
day befOre the start’ vfthe 1967 war).™ N ot EELER ror e

. e v T oRgy I i sos ¢ s T

-

“He- saia furthier: "We-+are for-these’botrders Becauss- weare‘alize'that we &dn-~
not have peace‘on the basis of any other borderline. " He added that any border
adjustments -that'might come should be minor in scope “in order not to give the
impréssion ofmanipulating.for ths purpdse of>annéxation. ™ : v

t NEER 7

*

"War songs were popular a year ago but people are now fed up with them,"
sald Miss Dalia Heller, who edits the HIT PARADE for the (Israel) State Radio.

"Composers have stopped writing them and singers don't want to perform them
any more." (Moshe Brilliant, Tel Aviv, in NEW YORK TIMES, September 24,1970.,)

*

Benjamin Dimshitz, Vice~premier of the USSR, was honored on his 60th
birthday with the Order of Lenin for his untiring labors for the Soviet people,

Dimshitz is an engineer by profession, a graduate of the Moscow Poly~
technic Institute. More than 25 years ago he contributed greatly to the in-
dustrialization of the USSR as a builder of factories and industrial complexes.
Since 1959 he has held important Jovemment positions. At one time he was
Chairman of the Soviet Planning Commission,

%

The Communist Party of Israel announces the conclusion of a highly success-
ful 1870 fund drive. With a quota of 75,000 Israell pounds, the total collec-
ted came to 101, 225 Israeli pounds, exceeding the quota by 35%. It is also
noteworthy that the drive was completed a full month before the deadline.

.
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Events and Views, Continued

The Moscow Publishing House for Creative Literature has just issued a
collection of poetry by the young Soviet Yiddish writer Yitzhah Borisov., The
poems were published in Russian translation in 25, 000 copies,

*

Arthur I, Waskow writes in the NEW YORK TIMES (October 21,1970), in a
column entitled "The Jewish Contradiction":

"For older Jews the importance of the Diaspora is simple enough, it sup-
ports and assists those Jews who have returned to Zion and created the State
of Israel,

“But the Jewish youth in America i1s not so easily satisfied. For many young
Jews, the frony--they would say ‘hypocrisy'~-of being a ‘bond-buying Zionist, '’
of supporting Israel without settling there, puts too great a strain on youthful
idealism. They say that ancient chant 'Next year in Jerusalem, ' now rings un~
true; it is always possible, if the chanter means it, to go this year. And if not,
why keep on chanting it?"

(Dr. Waskow, a Fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies, is known as an
opponent of the Indochina war and as author of “The Freedom Seder. ")

*

We leamn as we go to press that the public meeting called by the Committee
for a Just Peace in the Mid-East at the Hotel Diplomat in New York was attended
by nearly 400. The main speaker was Dr. Herbert Aptheker. A resolution was
adopted calling for resumption of negotiations and full acceptance of the U.N.

' Security Council resolution.

* * * *



