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Opening to National Committee, May 5, 2001

Report of Constitution Gommittee

By Tim Yeager

I thank the members of the Committee
for their work over the past three
months, especially Arnold and Emil who
submitted full-length drafts for our
considbration, and Elaine and Debbie,
who together with Arnold, Emil and
myself, were there for nearly every
conference call, and for the other
comrades who werenlt able to be there
every time, but who contributed their
ideas and their support.

Over the past several months we have
racked up some significant phone bills
on conference calls, and my email
archives show more than three hundred
(300) email messages, both incoming
and outgoing, that passed through my
computer during the work of the
committee up to this point.

Discussion of the Party's Constitution
has already been extensive and lively
throughout the Party. ln January, I

retyped the existing Constitution into
electronic format and sent it the National
Board, chairs of Convention
committees, the Constitution
Committee, and other comrades who
had contacted our Committee with
ideas. ln late January, this electronic
version of our Constitution was posted
on our Party's website, which made it
available for discussion by the

membership and the world. The
lnternet pre-convention discussion list
features a large number of posted
comments, suggestions, and debated
points on various aspects of the
Constitution, beginning shortly
thereafter. The Constitution Comnrittee
took into consideration the lnternet
discussion, received other input from
various members, and held numerous
meetings by telephone conference. We
completed our initial draft on April 30,
and sent to members of the National
Committee in advance of the NC
meeting. lt was the goal of our
Committee to make our initial draft
available to the Party organization at
least two months before voting takes
place at the National Convention. We
are pleased that this goalwas met.

On May 3'd, following discussion in the
National Board, a slightly revised draft
was prepared. This draft was posted on
the Party's web site and distributed to a
large number of comrades by email.
Following a discussion in the NC, in
which 25 comrades spoke, the
Committee made some additional
revisions. lt is that revised draft, dated
May 17,2001, which accompanies this
introduction.

At the beginning of our work, the
Committee was not given any



guidelines, or charged with any

[articular mission, other than to review

ih" 'Conttitution and to recommend

changes, if any. We struggled with one

anothLr about emphasis, formulation, or

finding the right word, but early on we

found ourselves in general agreement

as to the direction in which we wanted to
go. I think this points to the correctness

6f tor" of the changes the PartY has

made in the recent Period toward

openness and a mass stYle.

This is a genuinely collective draft. The

spirit in the meetings was good;

disagreements were resolved in a

comiadely fashion, and it was even fun

at times. While the Committee members

alt feel good about this draft, and we

recommend it to the membershiP, we

are certainly not resistant to the idea

that further discussion can improve on

it.

The Committee's view is that our

Constitution needs to do basically two

things: (1) lt needs to set down the

basic organizational structure and rules

by which-we operate. This is the "meat"

oi the Cortstitution, set forth in the

various articles. (2) It needs to state

succinctly what we are about. This is set

forth in the Preamble, which is more a

work of literature. We felt that, while the

Articles should clearly define rules and

struiture, they must allow for a certain

amount of flexibilitY in how we

implement them. And while the

The last tiine our Constitution was

updated was in 1987. A lot has

happened since then. ln reviewing the
document, we f,elt that it was basically a
good document thdt naO served us well,

but that it needed updating to reflect

changes in the world, current struggles
and iurrent terminology, and to further
our efforts to build a mass Party'

Article ll (Principles of Organization):
We took a look at the stYle, and have
proposed some changes in language to
set forth our basic organizational
principles, such as democratic
centralism, in what we hope to be more
working-class, familiar language, without
changing the essence of those
principles.

Article lll (Membership): We took in
consideration the discussion over the
basic requirements of membership, and

the process by which some.one joins the

Party. We have attemPted to have a
more consistent national approach on

this question, confirming Leninist
standards of what it means to be a
Communist, while at the same time
removing unnecessary obstacles to

becoming one. The Draft clarifies that'
one need not to be a U.S. citizen to'be a
member of the PartY, and does not

require applicants to be . supported by

two members in good standing, or to be

subject to a vote of the club in the

applicant's area. There are many ways

to drop someone from the Party if they

don't work out. The real struggle is to
open our ranks to new members and

then promptly to help them become fully
integrated into action, and developed in

edulation. Our new language in Article
lll attempts to set the stage for that.

Preamble should define
should not substitute

our goals, it
for a PartY

Program or other Programmatic or

theoretical literature, where there can be

a much fuller and longer discussion of

our science, strategy and tactics in the

current Period.



We have finally written into our basic

document our commitment. to full civil

rights for g'ay, lesbian,' bisexual and

transgender PeoPle.

Articles lV and V (Club, District and

National Organization): We have
proposed some changes to conform
with the needs and possibilities of today.
There are some large geographically-
spread districts in which it has been

difficult to hold at least four district
committee meetings Per Year, and

frankly some districts have not met that
goal. Our draft provides that district

committees must meet at least four
times per Year, but that larger
geographic districts are permitted and

encouraged to use telePhone
conferencing for up to three of those

meetings, provided that there is at least

one face-to-face meeting per year. The
goal is to encourage the meetings to
occur, and thereby to strengthen the

district organizations where meetings
have not taken Place. Language
pertaining to District Conventions is

amended and clarified, to give districts
flexibility in ensuring good composition,
and participation of 'members who are

not yet in functioning clubs due to
geographY.

ln line with recommendations presented

by the Party Structure Committee to
sireamline the National Committee and

increase its role as a policy making
body, our draft proposes at least three
(3) meetings of the National Committee
per year.

The Review Commissions on the District

and National levels were effectively
abolished as standing committees at our

. last convention. Our draft proposes to

delete references to them from the

Constitution. Comrades should
understand that the both the National
and District bodies of the Party may
create review bodies and other
committees as theY debm advisable,
from time to time, but as standing
bodies, this Proposes that theY are
dropped. The National Council is also
deleted, per decisions from the previous
Convention.

ln Article Vl (Rights and Duties of
Members) we made a number of
changes with the intent of making our
concepts more accessible and
understood by potential members, and
to update references to our multi-racial,
multi-national working class to reflect
current usage and struggles. ln
previous Constitutions, members had an

obligation to organize unions at their
workplaces if no unions existed' For
some reason that no one could explain,
that obligation had been dropped in the
1987 edition. We have restored that.
As part of the working class, all

comrades should join and be active in

their unions, and to organize new ones
wherever possible. We also have
modified the language concerning
criticism and self-criticism. lt was felt by
some on our committee that the words
"criticism" and "self-criticism" were
understood by many in the movement to
be negative, and not constructive. We
propose to retain and suPPort the
concept and the practice of criticism and

self-criticism, and the right of review of
the work of Party bodies and leadership,
but to modify the language to clarify that
this process is intended to improve the
work of the PartY, that it is not

necessarily negative, but contains both

negative and positive evaluation.



Article Vll (Discipline): We dropped

the language of'"control" because we

felt it was suscePtible of being

misunderstood and misinterpreted by

people in the movement generally, and

we use other language to describe the

giving of assistance to comrades to
6r"rJor" weaknesses. We droPPed

references to the Review Commissions,

and added language to the due process

provisions in disciptinary hearings'

Articles Vlll, lX and X, pertaining to
dues, amendments and authoritY to
issue publications are retained without

modification.

The work on the Preamble took the

longest time and most discussion' We

*"it"d to make it a brief statement that

could be used indePendentlY in our

literature. We wanted it to be good

literature, without being too "lofty" or

academic, or too long. We wanted to
identify our roots in the historical

experibnce of the working class in the

United States, to update references to

our PeoPle and reflect recent

developmBnts in the world history, and

to addiesl the main struggles today' ln

the process, we have Produced a

Preamble that is longer than the last

one. None of the Committee members

claim to be a Lenin, a Paine or a

Jefferson when it comes to inspirational

writing. ln the event that" any comrades
produie something that accomplishes
ihe aims set for ourselves, and is more

eloquent or inspirational, we would

welcome that contribution' ln the

meantime, let this draft of the Preamble

be a touchstone for discussion'



CONSTITUTION
OF THE

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Revised Draft Prepared by the Constitution Committee

Including Most Changes Suggested in National Committee Debate

' With Editorial Revision Marl<s Displayed

Additions are shown as douhle-underlined.
Delet ions ar e shown as*+riekexal*rcagh.

(NOTE: Most deletions qre shown as stricken through. However, some deletions were simply

replaced by new text, and the changes marked as double-underlined. There are "no revision

marl<s disptayed in the Preamble, as it was substantially re-written. Text in the Articles which is

not marked is existing text which is proposed to be retained without modification.)

May 17, 2001
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PE€AMBLE

The Communist Party USA is a political party of, by and for the working class of the

United States. Founded in Chicago in 1919, it traces its roots to Communist, Mamist,"and labor

organizations organized before the Civil War. Guided by the scientific principles of Marxism-

Leninism, and building upon the historic struggles and progressive traditions of the U.S. working
class, it is dedicated to advancing the interests of working people and all specially oppressed

peoples. It fights for their interests and empowerment, and has as its ultimate goal the

- establishment of a broadly-based people's government led by the working class, whose aim will
' be to replace capitalism with a socialist society.

Capitalism today is the domination of society by those who own and control the imrnense

global corporations and banks. Their thirst for maximum profits and power is at the expense of
all who must work in order to live, at the expense of all who are oppressed, and presents a

constant and growing threat to democracy and people's rights and needs. Imperialism, the web

of global corporations, banks, and the govemments they control, demands unfettered freedom to

move capital anywhere in the world, seeking the most exploitable labor, resources and

environment, leaving in its wake unemployment, despoiled landscape, and abandoned

communities. It secretly bargains for ever expanding "free trade agreements", and imposes

treaties upon whole nations which overturn hard-won legislation protective of workers' rights.

In order to force its policies down the throats of the peoples of the world, imperialism maintains
' an enonnous, expensive and increasingly high-tech military machine, which squanders resources

needed to fulfill human needs.

In order to weaken popular opposition to'their plans, the capitalists actively promote

divisions 'among the people. Racism, national oppression, anti-Semitism and the unequal

treatment of women are major weapons in this divide..and-conguelr..st.rategr'..+tr@+t
€sffie" 

'l'helts sting ol oppression is most sharply felt by African-American, Mexican-American,

Puerto Rican, Native American Indian, Asian-Pacific and all specially oppressed peoples, the

foreign-born, immigrants, and women in their fight for equality and dignity.

LJnder capitalisrn. denrocrac,v is limitccl. '['hc cconont]'. the govcrnment. the laws and

isned to of th'^ f'ew at the ex
'l'he institutions of government are doininated bv the rvealth],. the global corrrorations. and their

id representativcs. 
'l'i.irqush oreatrization and struggJ,e..',vorking men-And rvQl1lgn and lulivcs.'l]:roush orsarrizatio

rms and ualitv ives. llut t Iains are

rvhile the rations rernair inant. and there nt stru{rsle to defe

the gains.that lravc heen made.
rve enter the 2lnt c

crlllcent
k b-v tbrces o

under grr"-r

and t'eu,er hands.

isht tc) vote" are

C'ommunist \iocates a \r

S-BEs.
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."oo* iH:ffJ;,Tl:txilT"t1lti*fi::ffifJ:;;r,:YJwith it, the evils of oppression, war, racism, and poverty. Socialist is a system which acts in the
interests of the people rather than for the private profit of'capitalist"corporations. It is a
revolutionary expansion of democracy, with working piople in theleadership of government.

The Communist Party advocates socialist democracy with an expanded Bill of Rights: the
right to a job at union wages, free education through the university levei, free health care, decent
housing, child care and security in old age. tn place of the 

"o.porut"-iominated 
economy, the

socialist economy will be based on public owneiship and operation of the means of production,
with the wealth generated by the labor of the workers going to benefit them and society as awhole, not a handful of super-rich. 

^ 
By submitting pioduction and economic development

decisions to'the democratic control of society ^ u *t ot., socialism strengthens tfre aUiiitj oi
communities to protect the environment and to begin to reverse environmentul du*ug" .uur"A iy
the private greed and social irresponsibility of capitalism. In eliminating private profit, socialismwill end the root cause of national and racial oppression of the Afriian-American, Mexican-
American, Puerto Rican, Native American Indian, Asian-Pacific, immigrants and all other
specially oppressed peoples, as well as the cause of anti-semitism, and of Ipecial oppression ofwomen' The socialist government will._be made up of representatives eiectea from among' working people, and the state apparatus will be serve the interests of the p.opt..

On a principled basis the Communist Party USA fights for the broadest unity of all
sections of the working class, together with all people *lror. interests are threatened by

ffi:',i?;::ilfl "H,:Ii;',TmH';ffi l'iJ*,',:-fi "J,lTi-tr"T*$;[:l*l
democracy, equality, against miliffim,.aggression, repression, iacism and for improvement in
the living conditions of all working people. We fight foi:

' peace and cooperation among nations, for the right of all people and states to
determine their own path without outside interfereice by U.S. oi other imperialist' powers;

o jobs and full employment, for a living wags and other improvements of workers,
living and working conditions, for organizing the unorganiied and defending their
unions against attack by monopoly capital andlts.orporut. dominated government;

' equality for all peoples suffering from racist and national oppression, urrd affirmative
action to counter the impact of racism. This is indispensable to all social progress,
and central to the fighting unity of the working class.

o full equality oi*o*.n, including reproducrive rishts and the right of choice;
' full civil rights and an end to discrimination against gays, lesbians, bisexual and

transgender people;
o imgryved living conditions and better housing, free and

, child care, iultural and
struggle for the special needs of yexh senior citizens,
farmers;.

universal health caie, *+ee
recreational facilities. We
farm laborers and family

t tlee. hiSh aualit)'' rruhlic educa{ion through college. job training ancl enrplovment at
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union rvages fbr our youth;
., r full access to housing, medical care, education, empLr,vment and culture opJgrtudUqs

. fbr disabled persons:
' . fair trade agreements among nations, which protect the hard-won gains of the people,

safeguard the environment, and promote labor rights and economic development
which are beneficial to the working people of the nations involved.

The working class, because of its indispensable role in production, is the only class

capable of leading the people to victory. Thus, in the course of daily struggle, our Party works to
increase the class and socialist consciousness and the political independence of the working
class, to unite the class to defeat the main instruments of capitalist division, racism and anti-
communism, and to bring the workers to the leadership of a growing people's alliance of all class
and social strata who have common cause in breaking the grip of global monopolies on our
economic and political life. Only such a popular majority alliance is capable of curbing the
power of the monopolies and opening the path to the socialist reorganization of society.

Our Party strives for socialism through peaceful expression of the majority will. Whether
this will be possible depends on the workers' ability to prevent the U.S. ruling class from using
violence to block the people's will. In the struggle against U.S. imperialism, thg world's most
powerful imperialism, our Party works to build the solidarity of the U.S. working class with the
developing countries, the national liberation movements and especially with the victims of U.S.
imperialist aggression, exploitation and domination. In l:articul:rr. rve stand irr solidalit)' rvith thc
peotrle of Pur'rto Rico. Guam. and the Virgin Islands st]:ugglinS against U.S. colt')nialism and for
tull independence. Only through world working class solidarity and anti-imperialist unity can
peace be assured and the world saved from the danger of nuclear war.

Our Partl, cherishes its fiater:nal tics ta the }'ounu C.omnrunist Leaeue- the Marxist-
l";enirtig!-Iog1h qgAnization of the United States. ']'he PaB r.'idip--9_lriShl.v." tlx contributions of
ypirth pqd;tgdents to the anti-monopql):.alliqancE.- .-\!--r:rking rvith iltg "Y(.11.. Ll$ Palty S-99!slA
invqllve ),outh ih tl?e fight to build a ntorc hunrarrc. socialist firture.

l'hq-esur@jate q ral pa ft o i tlr e t.J.S. l-1&sl-slsrs!,qu t-* $i-e.*c hgu$
our root"$....in.. and*ties to. the u'orking pggpls and. the lab<rr union=l $.hicllcerlltitute this
mor.'ement. \\ie scck the greatest possible rurit."- of action rvith the AI':1.-CI0 and-lnalfilated
unions. rfid slrir,e tr advance thc leadership o1 organizcd labo:: u,ithin the anti-rnonopolv
qAgltue!.__We seek to strengthen the sr:lidaritr, ol-!-$--"Labpl .uugur-tUll-gruou in other
c.elurtriefu iuld.call n-Q.rv leyg-l$-of gloh.a-l labor unit:':ndStga$Z*igLgilbg-Ady*sure u,a)'.t-rl

defeat the grgrving oppr!:ssirin ol global impcrialisrrr"

J-bs*Ca4t[ruui! .Party-"!& ir-arr il*e"srpl-r-art ql--tb-q"--\:r"Qdcl-ealul:rtnts1--a$1.-x0.rks:s

Ur.gvpmeryi. _.Qrir*ht*.4.k+r*rnt+*i* Party recognizes and fights for identity of interests imong
workers of all lands, an identity which is also in the true national interests of each country. In
this spirit of working class intemationalism, the Communist Party works with all peoples

Iigh1iUg_LAlji3gil-ql:-ALd-seeking to build socialism. We seek the closest bonds with the working
class in other countries, and with the Communist and Workers Parties throughout the world. Our
science of Marxism-Leninism helps us to draw lessons from both the victories and the defeats,
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the successes and the failures experienced by the intemational u,orking class movement. We are
optimistic about the future.

' For these purposes
rules in this Constitution.

ARTICLE I - Name

the communist Party USA is constituted and establishes its basic

name of this organization shall be the communist party of the UnitedSECTION l. The
States of America.

SECTION l. The system
principle of democratic centralism,
{q11oq1ar i c .LUsidULqs"_AId { har : a tlnal decisio adc-. ail mc to carrv
i I r r trl-- :r u it+ti i *{r.r'r-*+c +n i++<-:f -r+i.----)-. -nryi
tht - l+asic-clrneepl--oi:"+he-+t.v-l+-"t+$1"*wod+*+F-+he-Pa -*v-Democratic centralism combi
maximum involvement of the membership in determining polic)' and in the democratic electionr,p ,r utrLsruurtlfig poucY ano In tne oemocrattc electton
of leading committees with responsible direction from one national center coordinating the
activity of the entire Party along commonl), agreed-upon lines of polic1,.

&tft_l lgri hqlplgff [-tl]{_"!Iork!tg e lass antl pcoplcs' mor,.erncnrs.
(ll-it:titir-r jl tltC_biuigglt ol'*,ork o{.1hc pafir,. 'l-hrtru:th qroup cjiscussion ancl zr

SECTION 2' Each Party body is subordinate to the next higher body, with central
authority vested in the National Convention, the highest body' ol the pa=rty, which not only has
the authority to act on all aspects of Party policy and activity. bur elects thsnational leadership to
carry through its will and decisions between conventions.

SECTION 3. After a thorough discussion in any club. committee or convention,
decisions are arrived at by majority vote. All members. including those who disagree, are duty
bound to explain. fight for and carry out such decisions._a5--l,,ng as theJ_ClAJ.p.-1..-q.egllit:t_fi-itif
nat i.o r"xrl po I i ciq.s.tUd itUgti-Lr1Uf..

Decisions of leading committees on major questions shall be reported to all other party
bodies. Any member. club or committee, disagreeing with a dsf Liiffrf- p-*,ley, has the right tL
appeal til*a decision to the next higher body and request that the decision bi reopened.-a**d-{$
$ipff f ;s*{}*ir,*vie*s,+hmt*e$ -$t*-c

ARTICLE ll - Principles of Organization

e*x+rhi*+e-*+ri$r-rt+h*x;-ttr-*o*x&*e+*xt
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While the appeal is pending. .the decision must

nevertheless be carried t'rut bl'. all rnembers of the Party.

@isionsmadetothenextleadingcommitteesha1lbeheardbythe
respective boay with 90 days or at the next regular meeting of the committee. Appeals may be

*ud" to succeisive leading committees up to and including the National Convention, provided

that the appeals are made at least 30 days before the National Convention. Decisions of the

National Convention are final.
made. r. club

mittee or has the ri violate the i,vith others an

SHCII-ION 4. Poiicies and degisiqns ostablished b)" leLdlng committees are open to

revierv clurilq the pL;--qqlyEnt-ion discussior
their: view the channels estabLi that

in in full il or unless the-r, apgClSIO rit
:-4.

lo

the respon si bl e con.) m i ttee !r r Clonveirtion'

SECTION 54. The principle of democratic centralism includes the obligation of all

members and leaders to fulfill thi decisions arrived at by the majority. Both leaders and

members are bound by a common discipline.
Discipline is voluntarily assumed by members upon joining the Party and based on

conviction, understanding and devotion to the cause to which the Party dedicates its efforts.

SECTION 65. The election of officers and leading committees at all levels shall be

carried out with the fullest participatidn of the members of the elected Party bodies.

. Elections shall be on the- basis of a critical review and evaluation of the work of the

elected body and of the individuhs proposed for office. In elections to all Party committees,

conventions and conferences steps shall be taken to maximize the representation of industrial

workers, specially oppressed peoples and women.

Officers and leading iommittees are responsible both to the bodies which elected them

and to the higher leading cornmittees. All officers and members of leading committees may be

released or removed from office by majority vote of the committqes to which they are

responsible

SECTION 6. The Party as a whole, and each of its bodies including every club, shall

plan and work for the mass circulation and use of our press and literature'

.ARTICLE lll - MembershiP

SECTION 1. Any pcrson living in re*ieler+fofthe United States, l8 years of age or over,

regardless of race, color; ,rationat origin, sexual oricntatipn, $ender, or religious belief, who

subscribes to the principles and purposes of the Communist Party shall be eligible for

membership. The age requirement for admission to membership may be waived in individual
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cases by a majority vote of the State or District Committee, when, in its judgment, special

circumstances warrant

SECTION 2. An applicalgt for membership majr be rcceived b-.''.' an,v Part)' membs!.
club. State {or District)" or Natioflal bodr,. 'l'lie memher or Part}' bodv roesivinS it shall promptl-v

igfef$g__Amii-pat:SLtrfjX_Shfb"lif_L,nor.rlr) and the State or District Cornrnittee rvlrere the

agplicant re*des. 'l'he clLrb ancl__.Stzrt-e or: D-irlrict lead-qrship shall-J2lQ."nrptl)' confer about the

apr;licatign. and $hall altign one oI Uore members to rneet or communicQte rvith tlre applicant as

soon as lrr:rssiblc. IJn]ess thc club or State or District leadershi]r have inforrnation indicating that

Ll.$- app-lj_p:tilgU...."Uil:-..fA1g9.-Al-.lhe1_"a*rftqing the applicant rvo-uld be harmtul to the Part)-

AryAqlzirlt1;$ ..Ud -lg.gailli.3!E ai:plica.nt shall be prolUptl,v notift:d thal hp,shela-:"-bgg!-edml$9d
to llart), rn*nrbcrslrip" and hcisjie endor.sed b-v at least tr*'s nternbers of the e+n*munist Part)' in
g*xx{ *t**rii*ig.- -{iueh-*pp}ieatielrsira{l@-{+rajori@
v,-hic -+he**Br+fisa*r-is--prs.y*nt*d ancl s]:all bc rcferred to -A_EA[L-ghtb*w'here possible.-In

unorganized territory, in the absence of a club, the ne-r,v ngu.bqrapplieatitln shall be

relgrredtothenextleadingcommitteehavingjurisdiction.
It shall he the responsibilit),of the chrtr. i1 an!'. or the ncxt leacling bodv jurisdiction" to assist the

ggristsmb-eJ-n-bsponti.r:g-:r::p"l,ved-u.@M
lt agap.Flicent is nog-irslrpitted _ti: mgubership. the- c-lpl? and Statq or.Distrigl leader*:hip

shtill notifr- the club-har.ing jl{isdiction {.il an},). the State or District Comrnittee=-and Nati.onal
('onrr-rrittee of the reasons rnltv thc applicant rvas not adnritted.

SECTION 3. A .Party member shall study and accept the Party Constitution and the

Party Program as determined by the Convention, belong'to a Party club rvher:e'possitrle, be

willing to carry out its decisions and pay dues. Membership in the Communist Party is a

voluntary act of the individual.

SECTION 4. Party members three months in arrears in payment of dues cease to be

members in good standing, and shall be so informed by their club (aldtstri-q0*leadership.

Members who dre six months in arrears shall be dropped from Party membership after effort has

been made by the club (or district) leadership, through personal interviews to bring such

members into good standing. They may, however, apply for readmission within six months, and

upon approval of the club {-t"tt-..dj.,:tfi"r:"tl be permitted to pay back dues and regain their former
standing.

SECTION 5. A member in good standing changing his or her place of residence from
one state (or district) to another,.shall rcgug-gas& the state (or district) of origin to transfer his or

her membership to the new state (or district). -l-hq Is.JUg:flgL11A[.s&LUAil]e[l;-should be n:raclE

betore thc nte!_trbcr changcs his-orlcr placlq-of resiclence" but ir] an)'er,ent^ not more-Jhan tllirl)/
(i(l) cials aftcr rnovins t$ 1li* ncrt stalc (ol riistrict.). thi'*-is.-+t+-l+e-t{erx--r+it}ri*-}0-t1a++i-,--The.

transfer.-aed$npix+ieS-bt-*--c+lllecti+t*-ev&hja{ix+-$f-th*'+et*r&€}eM\: g1-ar-shallbe submitted

byjUSlrl1c*11111 _dirl$S-1i*1.f"1*U1t*f1 through the National Committee office to the new state (or

di5ffis1): or it *ra.v h* subrrittod sirnLrltancously to. th* nerv state (or disttict) ancl Nqtional
('onrmittec.,*..!Fe-*rc'w-sta{'e-{(x-tiistrir-t1*hr*l{..i}{}{iep!*t+r{+*;on+r*dt-*s-a-*+rernbe++nl}.**+er-reeeipt

t+*lthe--tra+lr-!t'i''
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the-'lhe Nati;nal Committee office and ths states (or districts) seneling"*n*-r.seeivirry

ln\:aly9d_shall @ processing the transfer

r:gguest*ppliea+ion as quickly as possible" and tllgierv statciql-diililgUSlg!-gglffplly-45=sf.us.!-li:S
member in getiing situated in tlie nerv state (or district).

ARTICLE lV = Club and State,,(Distric!) QrqanizatiolS+ru€t{*re

SECTION l. The basic unit of the Communist Party shall be the club. The two basic

forms of the Party club shall be based on: (1) place of work or iuclustr-v, with tlu*shop clubg

-fujps the goal:as-{@+sr*1 and (2) place of residence, with the neighborhood clubs l'r-e-i:.rg

the goa!.
Each club shall have officers and an executive committee which shall be elected at the

time of the annual club conference. Elections shall be by secret ballot if such method is

requested by ary member of the club.
The purpose of the annual club conference shall be to project the plan of work for the

coming year based on: (1) policy as established by the national and state (or district)
conventions, and further refined and developed by the National Committee and state (or district)
committee; and (2) a thorough and critical examination of the club's work in the previous year.

All clubs should have officers who fulfill the.following functions".__;_ur:Llgte p-t,li$1"t2_!g;

chairperson. financial secretary, educational director, labor secretary, press director, literature

director, and a secretary who records all decisions. Two or more functions may be performed by
one person. Additional officers and committees may be elected by the club.

Officers and committees are responsible to the club, and shall report on their work to the

club from time to time. Financial reports shall be submitted to the club annually. Additional
financial reports must be submitted when requested by a majority vote.

SECTION 2. State and district organizations may be established by the National
Committee, and may c-ever one state, part of one state, or more than one state. They shall be

known as the "----- State Committee, Communist Party USA", tr.r the "----- District, Communist
Party USA".lU-th_q-.*(ttll1l-t.l-fi!.rs.1llitt-l1--g1"-.::::;:-...(",.,[1.1,.sA". Where there is more than one district
in a state, the National Committee may establish such forms as are necessary to deal with
questions of statewide importance.

The state (or district) organization shall comprise all clubs in one state (or district). The

State (District) Committee shall have the power and duty to establish whatever subdivisions best

fulfill the needs of Party work, such as state. county. city or section organizations.
The highest body of the state (or district) organization is the State (or District)

Convention, which shall meet at least once every four years during the pre-convention discussion
period prior to the National Convention. Each club in the state (or district) shall elect delegates

to the convention in such number as the State (or District) Committee may determine, provided
that the number of delegates to which each club is entitled shall be in proportion to its
membership. Whcrc thcre iirc mcrnh*rs ni:t attacheii to clubs clitc t<l gcogrsDh)'- thc S1ale (ol
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the State (or District) Clonvention. To be eligible for election as a delegate, a member shall have

been in good standing for at least six (6) months.
' Members of the''State (or District) Committee shall be elected in such manner and

number as the State (or District) Convention may determine. All elections to the State (or

District) Committee shall be by democratic process, including secret ballotl "

To be eligible for election as a state or district officer or member of the State or District
Committee, a member shall have been in good standing for at least one year preceding the date

of the election.
The State or District Committee shall elect such officers as it deems necessary. Officers

so elected shall be members of the State or District Committee by virtue of their offices, and

shall be responsible to the State or District Committee. The State or District Committee may

elect an executive iommittee and any other committees it deems necessary.

A vacancy among members of the State or District Committee may be filled until the

next Convention by secret ballot and majority vote of the members of the State or District
Committee.

Special State or District Conventions shall be called by a rhajority vote of the State or
District Committee or upon the written request of clubs representing one-third of the

membership.
The State or.District Committee shall name a committee to administer the finances of the

organization, which shall be responsible to the State or District Committee. The State or District
Committee shall make a financial report to all regular State or District Conventions.

The State or District Committee shall meet at least four times ayear. ln districts covering
large_.geogla.phic Areas. tlds reguire..nrent nta):..be nlgt._up-.to _three ti.nsf per year through
telesonfbrencing. A request by one-third of the members of the State or District Committee, or
by one-third of the clubs, for a review of a state or district policy or adoption of a new policy
requires that such a discussion be held by the State or District Committee.

elenurlittee rnq'es
elee*etl-at-+he-$+ate-er{,}istde+€onventien in a manner sinrilar to t'he eleetion ef the State elr

@ Its respolls.ibilit,ies shall be eonsistent with rvliose €fven in Artiele"V.
Sleetio*+l

'l'he iitate or l)istriet Review Conrmissiorl ma,v fill vaeaneies nrld release or re,n+eve

fiienrber*+p apprtrvai o{ih+ffi

ARTICLE V - National Organization
.

SECTION 1. The highest authority of the Party is the National Convention, which is

authorized to make political and organizational decisions binding upon.the entire Party and its
membership.

Regular National Conventions shall be held every four years. A National Convention
may be postponed beyond the four-year limit due to extraordinary circumstances by be+{+ a three-
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fourths vote of the National Committee" -fl*1d.a.ffiei+rit,+++.tire$+a*-*ndM

SECTION 2. The Natiohal Convention shall be composed of delegates elected by each

State and District Convention by democratic process, including secret ballot, and in such

number, in approximate proportion to the membership it represents, as the National Committee

may determine. To be eligible for election as a delegate, the member shall have been in good

standing for at least one year prior to the date of the Convention.

SECTION 3. Special National Conventions shall be called when there is an affirmative
vote of 40o/o of the members of the National Committee or a majority vote of all State and

District Committees. The office of the National Committee shall circulate any official request

from any State or District'Committee for a special National Convention to all other State and

District Committees for their action. The time and place of special conventions shall be fixed by
the National Committee. The basis for representation shall be determined in the same way as

that for regular conventions.

SECTION 4. Prior to regular National Conventions, at least four months shall be

provided for a pre-conventign discussion pqrjp_tlin all Party clubs and leading committees on the
r*.+in-+ese{u '++o*s--and problems;ggetlLs.-lglgi,ulitt.Lt:--dld-r:lhgr--d-urr"urglg coming before the
convention. During this discussion all Party mcntbcrs aucl organizations have the right to
exprcss their vie\\s and propose changes. including chartgcs to an+errdr*ren'li-a{+d"-ehan€s-{s{hc

dr*i+-+c*ilu+iens. the Party Program and .alUqldm$l-t:\ lg the Constitution, to adopt resolutions on

all questions of policy and tactics and on the work and composition of leading committees for
consideration by the Convention. All policies and decisions, however, remain in full force

during the pre-convention discussion.

SECTION 5. Each National Convention shall determine the number of members of the

National Committee. Election of the National Committee by the National Convention shall be

by secret ballot.
In the election of the National Committee, in addition to individual merit, such factors as

class and social composition, wide geographic representation and political importance of the
state or district organizations shall be considered.

SECTION 6. Vacancies in the National Committee may be filled by majority vote of the

National Committee. Members may be released or removed by the affirmative vote of two-
thirds of the members of the National Committee.

SECTION 7. The National Committee shall elect from its own membership a.l-'J;tjiOml
lhu'clit*l-exee*{i+e-<;e**n+i{*et* and such officers as it decides upon.

The National Committee shall establish such other committees or cotnntissions as it
deems necessary.

All such officers- ar+t*-committees arii -c-{).n}mi},1ig}s shall be responsible to the National
Committee.

SECTION 8. To be eligible for election as a national
.Committee, a member shall have been in good standing for at
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election.

, SECTION 9: Between National Conventions, the National Committee is responsible for

the enforcement of the Constitution and the execution of the general policies adopted by the

National Convention. The decisions of the National Convention shall'be binding on all Party

or ganizations and members'
Between National Conventions, the National Committee is the highest authority of the

party, representing the Party as a whole, and as such has the authority to make decisions and take

action necessary and incidental to the good and welfare of the entire Party, and to act upon all

problems and dlvelopments occurring 6etween conventions. In the fulfillment of its duties, and

in the exercise of its responsibilities, the National committee shall guide and direct all of the

foUtl"ut, organilational and educational work of the Party and organize and supervise its various

iepartments=and committees. The National committee shall organize and direct all undertakings

ofimportance to the entire party, and administer the national treasury. The National Committee

shall submit a financial report to each National Convention.

The National Committee and the State and District Committees shall encourage the

widest discussion by the membership on all questions of theory and general line of Party policy.

The shall provide trgun, to facilitate such discussions, provided that in the opinion of the

National Committee such discussions do not hinder or impede execution of Party policy and

decisions or weaken the unity of the Party in action'

The National Committee shall not make any major policy change until it has submiued

the proposed change in draft form to the Party organizatron for debate for specified periods and

for recommendations thereon. In an emerg"nty, which must be affirmed by a two-thirds vote of

the National Committee, the National Committee may adopt another procedure for making a

major policy change, including a referendum vote of the entire membership or the calling of

sp".iuientaiged, delegated conferences on a national or regional basis'

In the discuss[n of such major policy changes, rules for pre-convention discussion shall

apply in regard to the proposed polity .hung. only, except that the period of discussion may be

determined by the National Committee.

i-

SECTION 10. The National committee shall meet at least tliie-e times.per t{i,'i€*year.

The officers or one-third of the members of the National Committee may call additional

meetings.

SECTION 11. Summaries and reports of National Committee meetings'shall be made

available to state and District Committees and shall appear in digest form in publications

available to the party memb.ership. Such reports may be published when the National

Commiltee so determines.
All departments and leading committees shall submit reports regularly to the National

Committee. .

SECTION 12. The officers of the National Committee shall make known to the members

of the National Committee any request of any member of the National Committee for either a

revierv Of a policv rrr lltt: itrtlotlttcli,tll r'f,rt lclr'r13i61policy questiOn'

A r..,r,,,,ih! ,r,t,,1lrirrl ol 1lrr.'nlqrr;lr,'1 : rrl lltc ll;rliotlrtl ( ctnmittee forreview of apolicy

or tbr acloptioir 6l ;1 lrr:\\ ptrlri:^, r,,1uires that such a discLrssion be held by the National
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Committee.

ffi

M

;ssien,
$+e Na'tienstl Rev,ierv-{.or+xnis*iei+-is-q**ge.t1*+ij+.k++he-rerrpe*isibiiity-+i+evieu,-iLlg-the

eserye pfp-ti. u

@i+-sha+B€r&t"Jem+-+h+r.e-yearr+i*+g$€+-standin€."J#ior-tt)-eleelioil,

-i

hetr'veeR-n+erq'tingrief-the-$ui*€tunrniviior**:i-{re-ia*te r-iri,+r{re"cerwenedat-le&st<u?ee.-*-v€r$,

ARTICLE Vl - Rights and Duties of Members

SECTION l. Every member of the Party who is in good standing has the right and duty
to pprticipate in the making of its policies and in their execution, and to particlpate in thl
elections of the Party bodies to which he or she belongs.

A member has the right, within the Party organization, to express openly and uphold his
or her opinion or differences on any question as long as the Party organization has not adopted a
decision. This may be accomplished in meetings of the Parly organizations and in authorized
publications. After a decision, a Party member who disagrees has the right to appeal
successively to the next higher body, including the National Convention. At the same time every
member has the duty to carry out the majority decision.

Members may "{"t-$j"f,al"l-r:.g"1'it"l"ti12!c-. e*+iei;r*-the work of all leading committees and
individualleaders,irrespectiveofthepositionstheyho1d,
@provideditisdoneinappropriatePartymeetings,conferences,conventions
or other Party bodies. Ntl onq'rt:lt)' intcri*rr. A++'r+{lfiet'r-wi*rjnttr.tbrex with this right of critical
{rlqailr:i.t.,e+iliti*r+-*h*l-l-l+e-st*r}ee*-+o<{-il.*,iplir+*.-" Any member may address a question or
statement to a leading committee at any level. Leading committees must respond as promptly as
possible. {
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Committee.

@;
Get*neil shaltr rrerk *'ith the }t{atitxirai €lenrmittee iri develeping ieo}ie,v and f*rtieipate in
breadel+;ng*the'imp}e$+ent"d$*<#&*is*af iiig"feep+e-ar++in-+he

ffi
Vaeit*eies in tlre N*tional. Cer*fieil ma)' be filled; and nrernbers re{ea*eC or renroi,eJ b}' a

maiod+-vetee$ffii+tee,
'l'he N*tion*l eeuneil sh*ll-be eleeted b-l' seereth&llt')t,

*m'

;ssien,
'l'he Natit-nal Reyie*' {1on*n"is*ien*iq-{$arg$l-*{i+h+he*re*pensi$i*ig;-of -1l*1.iev,iilrel.-the

mentlrers, rt sha]l work to gu*rd and pres*rve l)*rt]'unit]', itdl"erenee to fularNist-l,,eninist

Me*nb,e+shrp"elig'iH"i**shall&e--at"{etrst-+hx.e-vea*i*+errc*-s+anding-prio+-te-elee+ktn,

laetlryeen-n+eeti*es-ef+he-*trll-{.++nmisrirx*,*-}-[x,-lattt: r-i*+t> be-rxx+vened"-at-least*:]r?€p.il-v€ttf:

ARTICLE Vl - Rights and Duties of Members

SECTION 1. Every member of the Party who is in good standing has the right and duty
, to participate in the making of its policies and in their execution, and to participate in the
elections of the Party bodies to which he or she belongs.

A member has the right, within the Party organization, to express openly and uphold his
or her opinion or differences on any question as long as the Party organization has not adopted a
decision. This may be accomplished in meetings of the Party organizations and in authorized
publications. After a decision, a Party member who disagrees has the right to appeal
successively to the next higher body, includihg the National Convention. At the same time every
member has the duty to carry out the majority decision.

Members may {rui-t3l[* i:i-;ll-L.mtp. e.ri+kiz*r-the work of all leading committees and
individualleaders,irrespectiveofthepositionstheyhold.
@provideditisdoneinappropriatePartymeetings,conferences,conventions
or other Party bodies. No ortc ltta]' int*r1crc A-noitis:qry-1sh1lintu'+'te*:e*r with this right of critical
g}:A]lliltjp-ll,eritiei***i+all'*be-sr*:ic*+-to*i{"irerBli:++.- Any member may address a question or
statement to a leading committee at any level. Leading committees must respond as promptly as
'possible.
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During pre-convention discussion members have the right and duty within Party

oqganizations and publications designated for the pu{pose, to discuss any and all Party policies

and tactics, and the right to qritjg?ll), er, luA the work and composition of all leading

committees

SECTION 2. A member shall strive to attend all club meetings. Members shall

continually strive to improve their political knowledge and their understanding of Marxism-
Leninism, to take part in the discussion of Party policy, to initiate activities, to work of the aims

and policies of the Party, and to seek to win new members to its ranks. They shall also read,

circulate and help improve Party publications. All members shall circulate the press and make

work with the press central to their mass activity.
Each member shall prae+iee-critically' cvaluate tlre r.r,grk of Part]'- coll-ectives and hisi'lrer

or.r,n activit)'^ e+kie'i"{rni*an+"se}i€r#isisrs-with the aim of improving the work of the Party, its
bodies, and his or her own activity,@i*st

The National
Committee and leadership at all levels shall take the initiative and give the lead for the
development of the fullest critical evaluation eri+ieisrn-and self-evaluationexan*ir*atien in regard
to inrnruy1ngjl5 r.ro$.sholteenri*Ss &nd resolutely stl'ive fel their eerreetian'

SI:C'IlON i]: It shall be the obligation of all Party members to struggle for the unity and

e+her-*reed*of the working class, against all forms of national oppression, national chauvinism,

discrimination and segregation, against all racist ideologies and practices, such as white
chauvinism and anti-Semitism. It shall be the duty of all Party members to fight for the full
social, political and economic equality of the ,:\frican-American. N'{exican-Arnerican. Puefto
Rican" Niltive r\rncricran Indians" Asian iind Pacific Islanders. other oppressed minorities.

imm-rgrgnlr itr.til "th"g.li:rEigrt--brxu""6nd"" 1s^*prs.tttalc-thqr unit,v ol aU--pgapls-{-}aek-peopl€--f}d
i+easessentialtotheadvancementoftheircommoninterests.

lt shall be the eiblig*tion ol'all llart) nrenrber.s tofiEht lbr xreial, politieal and eesneinrie

eqt+ali**ftr-{,:hiea+re*.*$-t*elto.*liieruls,-N*+ivs*-;\*1s+i€at+--h1dia{rs.----A*ian-*lae'ifie-.peeptess*e+her
eppre...,*++*o*.+**l*-xi+ie*; atrtl+ he +

It shall be the obligation of all Party members to struggle against all manifestations of
male supremacy and discrimination against women, and to fight for the full social, political and

economic equality for women.

mg!Ug_S!.1!-Ali:_...g1_i!;Sfii:$[qtl-e1;]gi]tn$!-g{t}.s*lcUbiaru;. bisexual and tralrsgcndqr: peQpl-e, .and.to
tight for thqi_l'firll-grcial antl giv'il r:ightS.

SECTION +.i. All leading committees shall seek a maximum of consultation with other

committees, Party clubs and the membership in policy formation, and especially with those

comrades directly involved. In the period between conventions, the various Party organizations,

from Section Committee to National Committee, may organize delegated conferences to evaluate

Party work in a given field or to develop a position on new issues which may arise.

Other forms of consultation may include membership referendum.

SECTION !4. All Party
labor unions. Il nt'r tutiolt erisls

members who are eligible must belong to their respective trat{e

"al-a l-l-ar*.-r::srn-l..sr-Lpl*cq. efsmpl"qru:aitr""b.g*qr-*tg sirall$ti"vg

Committee Draft of Revised CPUSA Constitution
5fi7101

t2



to organize. or help to organize. a labor urlion rvhene\''er possitrle.

SECTION 65. All Party meinbers working in c-.oalitiont and niass organizations (such aU

{rad€lgbq unions, farm, community, civil riehts, fraternal, religious. etc.) shall promote and

strengthen the unity and leading role of the working class, and fight for the broadesf possiblc:

unity *n**reeds-of the working class and its allies. in the course of fighting lbr their needs.

SECTION 26. All members who are eligible shall register and to vote in all publig

elections. i*+publie+*-*ree. whereverpsss iblg.

SECTION 7. The Party shall give full aid in the acquisition of United States citizenship

to those of its members wh6, because of unjust and undemocratic laws and practices, are

deprived of this right.

ARTTCLE VII - Gen+rehDisciplinary Procedures and Appeals

SECTION 1 . Subject to the provisions of this Article, any member or officer of the Party

may be reprimanded, put on probation, suspended for a specified period, removed from office,
dropped or expelled from the Party for actions detrimental to the interests of the Party and the

working class, for factionalism, for making false statements in an application for membership,

for financial irregularities, or for advocacy or practice of racial, national or religious

discrimination, or discrimination on the basis of gender or serual orieirtation.se++

No actioq including dropping, may be taken against a member without notiffing him or.
her of the action and the reason for it. r*+ai* be Sivcnas*ig*ed to
help comrades to overcome weaknesses and shortcomings. r.vhen f:ossibrlc.

SECTION 2. Subject to the provisions of this Article, any member shall be expelled

from the Pany who is a strikebreaker, a provocateur, engaged in espionage, an informer, or who

advocates force and violenoe or terrorism, or who participates in the activities of any group

which acts to undermine or overthrow any democratic institutions through which the majority of
the American people can express their right to determine their destiny.

SECTION 3. Charges against individual members or committees may be made by any

member or Party committee to the club of which the accused is a member or to the appropriate

higher committee having jurisdiction.
All such charges shall be handled expeditiously by an elected trial committee of the club

or appropriate higher body. The trial committee shall hear charges, make recommendations and

then disband.

SECTION 4. All accused persons concerned in disciplinary cases, except publicly self-

admitted informers and provocateurs, must be notificd of thc charfies against thcrn. shall have the

right to appear, to bring witnesses, including non-members if agreed to by the trial committee,

and to testify. The burden of proof shall be on the accusers.
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SECTION 5. After hearing the report of the trial committee, the club or leading
committee having jurisdiction shall have the right to decide by a two-thirds vote upon any
disciplinary.peaiure, including expulsion. Disciplinary measures taken by leading committees
shall be repot'ted to the club of each accused member. Higher bodies must be.informed of all
disciplin ry actions above..a reprimand. There shall be an automatic review of all expulsions by
the next higher body.

SECTION 6. Any member or committee that has been subject to aisciptinary action has
the right to appeal to the next higher body up to the National Convention, whose decision shall
be final. The National, State (or District) or other leading committee shall set a hearing within
60 days from the date of receipt of the appeal and notify the appellant of the hearing date. When,
however. the appeal is to a State, District or National Convention, the appeal shall be acted upon
by the Convention following the filing of the appeal, provided that such appeal is made at least
30 days prior to the c.onvention.

:1lh*--N.x-i+*

ct***+{tr*ri-*eJL-nt*t *x.,]+*itx++ isien

ARTICLE Vlll - lnitiation Fees, Dues and Assessments

SECTION 1. Initiation fees and dues shall be paid according to rates fixed by the
National Convention. Between National Conventions, the National Committee may revisd the
rates of initiation fees and dues by a two-thirds vote of the National Committee

SECTION 2. The income from dues and initiation fees shall be apportioned among the
various subdivisions of the Parly as determined by the National Convention, or by a two-thirds
vote of the National Committee between conventions.

SECTION 3. Special assessments may be levied by the National Convention or by a
two{hirds vote of the National Committee.

All local or state (or district) assessments are prohibited except by special permission of
the National Committee.

ARTICLE lX - Amendment

SECTION l. This Constitr-rtion may be amended by a majority vote of any regular or
special National Convention. or by membership referendum initiated by the National Committee
or one-third of the state and district organizations. It may also be amended by three-fourths vote
of the National Cotrmittee and a maiority vote of the majority of the State and District
Qomntittees. This vote ntust he preceded by a nrinimum of a two-month discussion period in the
Par'ty organization.

ARTICLE X - Authority

SECTION 1. The Communist Party is not responsible for any political document, policy,
book. article. or any other expression of political opinion except such as are issued by authority
of the National Conventions and the regularly constituted leadership of the Party. 

'
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